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tETTERS 


TO  AMD  VftOH 


EMINENT   PERSONS. 


1.  From  Algernon  Sidney,  in  answer  to  one  persuading  his  return 
^   to  England  quickly  after  the  Restoration, 

f  t  , 

SlR» 

I  AM  sorry  T  cannot  in  all  things  conform  myself  to  the  ad- 
vice of  my  friends.  If  theirs  had  any  joint  concernment 
with  mine,  I  wonild  willingly  suhmit  my  interest  to  theirs ;. 
bnt  when  I  alone  am  intei-ested,  and  they  only  advise  me 
to  come  over  as  soon  as  the  act  of  indemnity  is  past,  be- 
cause they  think  it  is  best  for  me ;  I  cannot  wholly:  lay  aside 
my  own  judgment  and  choice.  I  confess,  we  are  natur- 
ally inclined  to  delight  in  our  own  country,  and  I  have  a 
particular  love  to  mine :  I  hope  I  have  given  some  testimony 
of  it.  I  think  that  being  exiled  from  it  is  a  great  evil,  and 
would  redeem  myself  from  it  with  the  loss  of  a  great  deal 
of  my  blood.  But  when  that  country  of  mine,  which  used 
to  be  esteemed  a  paradisfe,  is  now  like  to  be  made  a  stage, 
of  injury;  the  liberty  which  we  hoped  to  establish,  op- 

{ pressed;  all  manner  of  profaneness,  looseness,  luxury,  and 
ewdness,  set  up  in  its  height,  instead  of  piety,  virtue, 
sobriety,  and  modesty,  which  we  hoped  God,  oy  our  hands^ 
would  have  introduced;  the  best  of  our  natrion  made  a  prey 
to  the  worst;  the  parliament,  court,  and  army  corrupted; 
the  people  enslaved;  all  things  vendable;  and  no  man  safe 
but  by  such  evil  and  infamous  means  as  flattery  and  bribery ; 
what  Joy  can  I  have  in  my  own  country  in  this  condition  ? 
Is  it  a  pleasure  to  see  all  that  I  love  in  the  world  sold  and 
destroyed  ?  Shall  I  renounce  all  "my  old  principles,  learn  the 
vile  court  arts,  and  make  my  peace  by  bribing  some  of 
tbem? /Shall  their  corruption  and  vice  be  my  safety?  Ah! 
no:  better  is  a  life  among  strangers,  than  in  my  own 
^country    upon   such   conditions.      Whilst   I  live,    I  will 
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iS  ^  From  Algernon  Sidney. 

endeavour  to  preserve  my  liberty ;  or,  at  least,  not  consent  tdr 
the  destroying  of  it.     I  hope  I  >haH  die  in  thQ  same  princi- 
ples in  which  I  have  Hved,  and  wilMive  no  longer  than  they 
can  preserve  me.    I  have  in  my  life  been  guilty  of  n^any 
follies ;  but,  as  I  think,  of  no  meanness.  I  will  not  blot  and 
defile  that  which  is  pasf  by  endeavouring  to  provide  for  the 
future.     I  have  ever  had  in  my  mind,  that  when  God  should 
cast  me  into  such  a  condition  as  that  I  cannot  savcmy  life 
but  by  doing  .ail  indecent  thing,  he  shev^s'  me,  the  time  is 
come  wherein  I  should  resi^^jn  it     And  when  I  cannot  live  ^ 
in  my  own  country  but  by  such  means  as  are  worse  than  dy- 
ing in  it,  I  think  he  shews  me,  that  I  ought  to  keep  myself 
out  of  it.    Let  them  please  themselves  with  making  the  king 
glorious,  who  think  a  whole  people  may  justly  be  sacrificed 
for  the  interest  and  pleasure  of  one  man  and  a  few  of  his  fol- 
lowers. Let  them  rejoice  in  their  subtilty,  who,  by  betraying 
the  former  powers,  have  gained  the  favour  of  this,  and  not 
only  preserved  but  advanced  themselves  in  these  dangerous 
'  changes.     Nevertheless,  perhaps,  they  may  find  the  kii  g's 
glory  is  their  shame;  his  plenty,  the  people'is  miser}^ ;  and 
that  the  gaining  an  office,  or  a  little  money,  is  a  poor  re- 
ward for  destroying  a  nation,  which,  if  it  were  preserved 
in  liberty  and  virtue,  would  truly  be  the  most  glorious  ia 
the  world  :  and  others  may  find,  they  have,  with  much  pains, 
purchased  their  own  shame  and  misery;  a  dear  price  paid 
for  that  which  is  not  worth  ke^pin^-,  nor  the  life  that  is  ac- 
companied with  it.    The  honour  ot  English  parliaments  has 
eve^  been  in  making  the  nation  glorious  and  happy;  not  m 
selling  and  destroying  the  interest  of  it  to  satisfy  the  lust  of 
one  man.     Miserable  nation !  that  from  50  great  a  height  of 
giory  is  fallen  into  the  most  despicable  condition  in  the 
world,  of  having  all  its  good  depending  upon  the  breath 
and  will  of  the  vilest  persons  in  it!  Cheated  and  sold  by 
them  they  trusted !  Infamous  traffick,  equal  almost  in  guilt 
to  that  of  Judasl  In  all  preceding  ages  parliaments  have 
been  the  pillars  of  our  liberty ;  the  sure  defenders  of  the  op- 
pressed.    They  who  formerly  could  bridle  kings,  and  keep 
Jthe  balance  equal  betvveen  them  and  the  people,  are  now 
become  the  instruments  of  all  our  oppressions,  and  as  sword  in 
his  hand  to  destroy  us.     They  themselves,  led  by  a  few  in- 
terested persons,  who  are  willing  to  buy  offices  for  them- 
selves by  the  misery  of  the  whole  nation,  and  the  blood  of 
the  H^pst  worthy  and  eminent  persons  in  it.     Retestable 
briber !  worse  than  the  oaths  now  in  fashion  in  this  mer- 
cenary court !  I  mean  to  owe  neither  my  life  nor  liberty  to 
any  such  means.    When  the  innocence  of  my  actions  will 
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hot  protect  me,  I  will  stay  a\yay  till  the  storm  be  bverpast. 
In  short,  where  Vane,  Lambert,  and  Haslerigge  canpot  live 
in  safety,  1  cannot  live  at  all.     If  I  had  been  in  England  I 
should    have  expected  a  lodging  with  them :  or,  thought 
they  may  be  the  first,  as  being  more  eminent  than  I,  I  must 
expect  to  follow  their  example  in  suffering,  as  I  have  been 
their  companion  in  acting.     1  am  most  in  amaze  at  the  mis- 
taken informations  that  were  sent  to  me  by  my  friends,  full 
of  expectations  of  favours  and  employments.  Who  can  think, 
that  they  who  imprison  them  woulq  employ  me ;  or  suffer  me  to 
live  when  they  are  put  to  death!  If  I  might  live  and  be  em- 
ployed, can  it  be  expected,  that  I  should  serve  a  govern- 
ment that  seeks  such  detestable  ways  of  establishing  itself? 
Ah  !  no — I  have  not  learnt  to  make  my  own  peace  by  perse- 
cuting and  betraying  my  brethren  more  innocent  and  wor- 
thy than  myself.     I  must  live  by  just  means,  and  serve  to 
just  ends,  or  not  at  all.     After  such  a  manifestation  of  the 
ways  by  which  it  is  intended  the  king  sHall  govern,  I  should 
have  renounced  any  place  of  favour,  into  which  the  kindness 
and  industry  of  my  friends  might  have  advanced  me,  when  I 
found  those  that  were  better  than  I,  were  only  fit  to  be  destroy- 
ed. Ihad  formerly  some  jealousies,  the  fraudulent  proclama- 
tion for  indemnity  increased  them.    The  imprisoning  those 
three  men  and  turning  out  all  the  officers  of  the  army,  contrary 
to  promise,  confirmed  me  in  my  resolutions  not  to  return. 

To  conclude,  the  tide  is  not  to  be  diverted,  nor  the  op- 
pressed delivered;  but  God  in  his  time  will  have  rtiercy  on 
his  people.  He  will  save  and  defend  them,  and  avenge  the 
blood  of  those  who  shall  now  perish,  upon  the  heads  of  those 
who  in  their  pride  think,  nothing  is  able  to  oppose  them. 
Happy  are  those  whom  God  shall  make  instruments  of  his 
justice,  in  so  blessed  a  work;  if  lean  live  to  see  that  day,  I 
shall  be  ripe  for  the  grave,  and  able  to  say  with  joy,  Lord 
now  letted  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace^  Uc, 

Farewell;  .uy  thouglits  as  to  king  and  state,  depending 
upon  their  actions,  no  man  shall  be  a  more  faithful  servant  to 
him  than  I,  if  he  nlake  the  good  and  prosperity  of  his  people 
his  glory;  none  more  his  enemy  if  ne  does  the  contrary.—- 
To  my  particular  friends  I  shall  be  constant  in  all  occa- 
sions, and  to  you,  • 

A  most  affectionate  Servant, 
use,  Sept.  Al.  Sidney. 
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4  FroWL  Oliver  Cro^nwetL 

IL  From  Olirer  Cromwell  to  his  Son-in-law,   Gen,  Fleelwoodi 

Deasl  Charles, 

Although  I  doe  not  soe  often  as  is  desired  (by  mee)  ac- 
quaint you  how  it  is  with  me,  yet  I  doubt  not  of  your 
prayers  on  my  behalfe,  that  in  all  thin^  I  ftiay  walk  as  be- 
cometh  the  gospel.  Truly  I  never  more  needed  all  help^ 
firom  my  christian  friendes  than  nowe ;  fain  would  I  have  my 
service  accepted  of  the  skincts  (if  the  Lord  will)  but  it  is 
not  soe,  beinge  of  different  judgments,-  and  of  each  sort 
some  seekinge  to  propagate  their  owne,  that  spirit  of  kind- 
nesse  that  is  to  them  all,  is  hardly  accepted  of  any.  I  hope 
I  can  say  it,  my  life  has  been  a  willing  sacrifice,  and  my 
ho|>e  is  for  them  all,  yet  it  much  falls  out^  as  when  the  two  , 
llebrews  were  rebuked,  you  knowe  upon  whome  they  turned 
dieir  despleasure:  but  th^  Lord  is  wise,  and  will  I  trust 
make  manifest  that  I  am  no  enemie. 

0  howe  easie  is  mercie  to  be  abused !  Persuade  friendes 
tvith  you  to  be  very  sober;  if  the  day  of  the  Lord  be  so 
neare  (as  some  say)  howe  should  our  moderation  appear ! 
If  every  one  instead  of  contendinge,  would  justifie  his 
forme  by  love  and  meeknesse,  wisdom  would  be  justified 
of^ her  children;  but,  alass!  J  am  in  my  temptati6n  ready 
to  say  O  would  I  had  winges  tike  a  dove,  then  would  I  fiie 
away  aiid  be  at  rest !  But  this  I  feare  is  my  haste. 

1  blesse  the  Lord^  I  have  somewhat  keepes  me  alive, 
some  sparkes  of  the  tight  *of  his  countenance,  and  some 
eynceritye  above  maii*^  judgment.  Excuse  mee  thus  un- 
bowelling  myselfe  to  you,  and  pray  for  mee,  and  desire  my 
friendes  to  doe  soe  also.  My  love  to  thy  dear  wife,  whome 
1  indeed  entyrely  love  both  naturally,  and  upon  the  best 
account;  and  my  blessinge  if  it  be  worth  any  thinge  upon 
thy  little  babe.  ^ 

oir  George  Ascough  having  occasions  with'  you  desired 
my  letters  to  you  on  his  4)enalfe ;  if  hee  come  or  send,  I 
pray  you  show  him  what  favoure  you  can;  indeed  his  services 
have  been  considerable  for  the  state,  and  I  doubt  he  ^a$ 
notbeene  answered  with  suitable  respect;  therefore  againe 
I  desire  you  and  the  commissioners  to  take  hith  into  a  very 
peculiar  care,  and  help  biiki'soe  farr  as  justice  and  reason 
will  any  waied  afford.  Kemember  my  hearty  affections  to  all 
the  officers;  the  Lord  blesse  you  all,  soe  prayeth 

Your  truly  losing  father, 

Aug.  22,  li553.  O.  CrOMWEIX, 

1161^  May. 
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III.  From  Oliver  Crom^viell  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Houie  of  Coia^ 
moEtSj  OD  founding  a  Colkge  at  Duiiiain. 

V 

Sir, 

Having  received  iDformation  from  the  mayor  and  ctti^ 
^  zens  of  Durham,  and  some  gentlemen  of  the  northerne 
countys,  that  upon  theire  petition  to  the*  parliament^  that 
the  houses  of  the  late  Deane  and  Chapter  in  the  citie  of 
Durham  might  be  converted  uito  a  colledffe  or  schoole  of 
literature,  the  parliament  waa  -pleased  in  May  last,  to  re- 
ferr  the  same  to  the  committee  for  removeing  obstructions 
in  the  sale  of  Dean  and  Chapters  lands  to  consider  thereof, 
and  to  report  theire  opinion  tnerein  to  the  house,  which  said 
committee'  (as  I  am  also  informed)  have  so  far  approved 
thereof  as  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  houses  wil) 
be  a  fit  place  to  erect  a  colledge  or  schoole  for  all  the  sciences.  ^ 
and  Uterature,  and  that  it  will  be  a  pious  end  laudable 
worke,  and  of  great  use  to  the  northerne  parts,  ^nd  have 
ordered  Sir  Arthur  Hesilrige  to  make  report  thereof  to  thfe 
bouse  accordingly.  And  the  said  citizens  and  gentlemen 
having  made  some  addresse  to  me  to  contribute  my  assist- 
ance to  them  therein,  to  which,  in  so  good  and  pious  a 

.worke,  I  could  not  but  willingly  and  bartily  concurr;  and 
not  knowing  wherein  I  might  better  serve  them,  or  answer 
their  desires,  than  by  recommending  the  same  to  the  par* 
liament  by  Sir,  yourself,  their  speaker,  I  do  therefore, 
make  it  my  humble  and  earnest  request,  that  the  house  may 
be  moved  as  speedily  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  hear  the 
report  of  the  said  business  from  Sir  Arthur  Hesilrige,  th^t 
soe  the  house,  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  may  do,e 
therein  what  shall  seem  meete  for  the  good  of  those  poore 
countries.  Truly  it  seems  to  me  a  matter  of  great  concern*  ^ 
ment  and  importance,  as  that  which  (by  the  blessing  of  God) 
may  much  conduce  to  the  promoting  of  learning  and  piety 
ii>  those  poore,  rude,  and  ignorant  parts,  therel^eing  alsp 
9)any  concurring  advantages  to  this  place,  as  pleasantness 
ai)d  aptness  of  scituation,  healthful  aire,  and  plenty  of  pro^ 

.  visions,  which  seem  to  favour  and  plead  for  theire  desire 
therein.  And  besides  the  good  (sO  obvious  to  us)  those  north-? 
erne  counties  may  reape  thereby,  who  knowes,  but  the  set-^ 
ting  on  foote  of  this  worke  at  this  time  may  suit  with  God*s$ 
present  dispensatiens,  and  may,  if  due  care  and  circuiQ<v 
Apection  be  used  in  the  right  constituteing  and  carrying  oi^ 
the  same,  tend  to,  (and  by  the  blessing  of  God)  produce 
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6  From  Sir  Robert  Strange.  / 

«uch  happy  and  glorious  fruites  as  are  scarse  thought  on,  or  * 
fbreseene.     Not  doubting  of  your  readiness   and  zeal  to. 
promote  so  good  and.publick  a  work,  I  cravq  pardon  for 
this  boldness,  and  rest. 

Sir,  your  most  humble  servant. 

Indorsed  O.  Cromwelu 

To  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Lenthall,  Esq.  Speaker  of  the. 
Parliament  of  the   Conamon-t 
wealth  of  England,' 

1762,  Juvse^  '    These,        .  .    , 


^^^-"•••■■B 


IV.  From  Sir  Robert  Strange^  containing  an  account  of  some 

Pictures  at  Rome, 

Sir,  Monte,  Juh/ 2Sy  n 61^ 

I  WAS  much  flattered  with  the  trouble  you  was  pleased  to 
take  in  communicating  your  sentiments  with  regard  to  my 
present  undertaking.  I  once  indeed  entertained  very  se- 
rious thoughts  of  engraving  the  Parnassus \of  Raphael;  and 
it  was  with  this  intention  that  leave  was  solicited,  and  after 
much  difficulty  granted,  that  I  should  erect  a  scaffold  ih  the 
Vatican,  which,  for  sey^ral  years  past  has  been  absolutely 
prohibited. 

I  began,  in  that  place,  with  two  figures;  the  one  repre^ 
senting  Justice,  and  tpe  other  Meekness,  by  Raphael; 
they  are  in  the  Hall  of  Constantine,  and  were  the  two  last 
things  he  painted  before  his  death.  These  figures  contain 
all  that  is  excellent  in  painting,  whether  we  consider  them 
in  the  beauty  of  the  compositions,  the  noble  gracefulness  of 
th^  characters,  the  uncommon  greatness  in  uie  stile  of  the 
draperies,  pr  the  wonderful  force  of  colouring,  light,  and 
$hade.  I  had  frequent  opportunities,  during  this  time,  of 
exaitining  the  Parnassus,  and  examining  it  near,  by  the  as- 
sistance of  a  ladder,  I  own  many  discouraging  circum- 
stances occured  to  me,  which  made  me  entirely  drop  the 
undertaking,  though  even  with  regret.  The  principal  fi- 
gure of  this  picture,  I  believe,  the  world  will  agree,  is 
amongst  the  most  indifferent,  and  has  the  least  grace  of  any 
figure  that  great  master  ever  painted.  Many  of  the  princi* 
pal  female  characters  are  so  much  repaired,  that  they  hardly 
yetJiin  any  thing  of  the  ori^inalt    The  »hape  of  the  whole  ui 


\ 
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IBOst  disagreeable,  and  out  of  all  form;  and  lastly,  the  situ- 
ation of  this  picture  is  such,  that  I  could  only  work  a  few 
hours  in  the  morping,  and  that  by  the  assisU.nceef  the  reflection 
of  the  sun.  This  last  circumstance  is  so  discom-aging  that 
I  am  persuaded  I  should  consume  almost  a  year  before  I 
could  make  a  complete  drawing  of  this  picture,  IvMch  con-» 
tains  no  less  than  twenty-eight  figures.  -With  regard  to  the 
other  pictures  you  mention,  I  have  nothing  to  object  against 
them. 

The  School  of  Athens  is  indeed  a  most  glorious  perform- 
ance, and  worthy  the  hand  of  a  divinity.  Had  I  made  this 
journey  at  a  period  of  life  when  a  few  years,  more  or  less, 
would  have  made  no  material  diiference  vi'ith  me,  I  should 
indeed  have  been  proud  of  transmitting  'my  name,  with 
Raphael's  in  this  wonderful  performance:  but  at  present 
the  case  is  different;  \  have  no  idea  of  coming  abroad  to  Italy, 
but  for  a  very  few  years,  and  throwing  that  time  away  upon 
a  work  which  ought  to  be 'carried  on  at  the  pubUp  expe^ice, 
or  by  the  patronage  of  a  prince, 

I  must  leave,  my  dear  Sir,  those  laborious  undertakings; 
to  some  future  genius ;  at  present  it  is  my  scheme  to  vary 
my  subjects  and  authors  as  much  as  possible,  and  that  even 
those  be  of  the  most  agreeable  kind ;  such  as  will  please  the 
public,  and  best  suit  the  genius  of  a  free  people.     I  think, 
$0  far  as  this  I  may  venture  to  raise  your  expectation ;  I  have  al- 
ready enriched  my  collection  with  the  names  of  Raphael, 
Titian,  Guido,  Dominichino,  Guerciqo,  &c.   &c,     Of  the 
first  of  those  masters,  \  thiuk  I  may  venture  to  assure  you  of 
at  least  six  different  subjects,  and  all  the  most  agreeable  of 
theirkind.     I  have,  perhaps,  the  finest  Titian  you  could  desire 
to  see ;  and,  of  Guercino,  I  have  no  less  thaii  his  famous 
picture  of  Uie  Death  of  ]3ido,  a  composition  of  twelve  or 
fifteen  figures,     I  propose,  this  ensuing  autumn,  making 
an  excursion  to  Naples,  where,  I  am  told,  there  is  a  sweet 
Parmigiano,    At  Florence  I  have  already  several  pictures, 
and  at  Bologna  some  inimitable  things.    At  Parma  I  hope 
for  the  St,  Jerome  J  and  at  Venice,  I  may  probably  li^ht 

on  another  Titian,  or  some  agreeable  Paul  Veronese. * 

With  regard  to  Statues,   Busts,  &c.  I  have  nothing  to  sav; 
, J  must  be  satisfied  with  admiring  them;  and,  if  possibleJ^    . 
endeavour  tq  retain  a  pgrt  of  their  inimitable  beauties. 

I  long  much  to  be  with  you,  but  dare  not  as  yet  even  think 
OU  the  time,  nor  can  I  in  the  least  ascertain  it. 

I  remain,  Dear  Sir,  Yours,  &c.  / 

\l^l^4iig.  BoBEUT  Strakgjb^/ 

B4 


/ 


/ 


JVdm  Mr.  Addison  t6  a  Ladjf, 


V,  From  Mr.  ^ddison  to  a  Lady. 

It  would  be  ridicnlbas  in  me,  after  the  late  intimation  you 
were  pleased  to  favour  me  with,  to  affect  any  longer  an  ig- 
norance of  your  sentiments,  opposite  soever  as  an  approba-* 
^  tion  of  them  must  be  to  the  dictates  of  reason  and  justice, 
— ^This  expression,  madam,'  I  am  highly  sensible  may  ap-r 
i^ear  a  little  too  coarse  in  the  mouth  of  a  polite  man ;  but  I 
pope  is  no  disgrace  to  the  behaviour  of  a  sincere  one. 
When  we  are  to  talk  upon  matters  of  importance,  delicacy 
liiust  give  way  to  truth,  and  ceremony  be  sacrificed  to  can-, 
dour:  an  honest  freedom  is  the  privilege  of  ingenuity;  and 
the  mind,  which  is  above  the  practice  of  deceit,  can  never 
stoop  to  a  willingness  to  flatter.  —Give  me  leave,  madam,  to 
remark,  that  the  connection  siifbsisting  between  your  hus-t 
band  and  myself,  is  of  a  nature  too  strong  for  m^  tothink 
of  injuring  him  in  a  pointvvhere  the  happiness  of  his  life  is 
so  materially  concerned.  You  canilot  be  insensible  of  his 
goodness,  or  my  obligations;  and  suffer  me  to  observe, 
madam,  tiiat  were  I  cnpabie  of  such  an  action  at  the  time 
that  my  behaviour  might  be  rewarded  by  your  passion,  I 
must  be  despised  by  your  reason;  and  though  I  might.be 
esteen^ed  as  a  lover,  I  must  be  hated  as  a  man. 

Highly  sensible,  madam,  of  the  power  of  yoiir  beauty,  J 
am  determined  to  avoid  an  interview  where  my  reputation 
piay  be  for  ever  lost. — You  have  passions  you  say,  madam; 
but  giv^  me  leave  to  answer,  that  you  have  understanding 
ajso;  you  h^ve  a  heart  susceptible  of  the  tenderesft  impres-* 
sions,  ^ut  a  soul,  if  you  would  choose  to  wake  it,  above  ai^ 
unwarranted  indulgence  of  them;  and  letmeintreat  yot| 
for  your  own  sake,  that  no  giddy  impulse  of  an  ill-placecl 
incimation  may  induce  you  to  ^itertain  a  thought  prejudiv 
cial  to  your  bpnour,  and  repugpnant  to  your  virtue. 

I,  madam,^  am  far  from  being  insensible ;  I  tqo  haVe  pas-? 
sions,  and  could  my  situation  a  few  years  s^go  have  allowed 
ihe  a  possibility  of  succeeding,  I  should  have  legally  sdli-^ 
'cited  tnat  happmess  which  you^s^re  now  ready  to  bestow.  I 
had  the  honour,  madam,  of  supping  at  Mr.  D — ^s,  inhere  I 
first  saw  you,  and  shall  make  no  scruple  in  declaping,  that  I 
never  saw  a  person  sq  irresistibly  beautiful,  or  a  manner  sq 
e:Kcessiveiy  engaging,  but  the  superiority^  of  your  circumT. 
fiances  prevfnited  any  declars^tipp  op  my  side  i  ^d  though  | 
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burned  with  a  flame  as  strotiff  as  ever  filled  human  breast,  I 
laboured  to  suppress,  or  at  least  studied  to  conceal  it. 

Time  and  absence  at  length  abated  an  unhoping  passion^ 
arid  your  marriage  with  my  patron  and  my  friend  effectnaHj 
cured  it  Do  not  now,  I  beseech  you,  madam,  rekindle 
that  fire  which  I  mustnevipr  think  to  ran;  do  not  now,  I  be- 
seech you,  destroy  a  tranquillity  I  have  just  be'^un  to  taste^ 
Or  blast  your  own  honour,  which  has  been  hitherto  spotless 
and  urisnuied.—  My  best  esteem  is  ever  yours;  but  should  t 

fromise  more,  consider,  I  conjure  you,  the  fatal  necessity 
am  under  of  removing  myself  from  an  intercourse  s6  dan* 
gerous ;  and  in  ^ny  other  compiands  dispose  pf  your  motst 
bumble  and  devoted. 

J  762,  4prU,     -  J,  A, 


VI.  From  Dean  Swift,  on  the  Fishery. 

^  genuine  Copy  nf  a  Letter  from  the  late  Dean  Swtft^  ^ 
/  ^...^^^^^fi^q^u  Scots  Gentleman. 

Sib,  .  Dublin^  March  23,  1734, 

J  RETURN  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  your  Ifetter,  and  dis- 
course upon  the  fishery.  You  discover  in  both  a  true  love  of 
your  country,  and  (excepting  your  civiUties  to  me)  a  very 
good  judgment,  good  wishes  to  this  vicious  kingdom,  and 
a  perfect  knowledge  in  thq  subject  you  treat.  B^t  you  are 
jonore  temperate  than  I,  and  consequently  much  wiser:  for 
corruptions  are  apt  to  make  me  impatient,  and  give  offence, 
Vbich  you  prudently  avoid. 

Ever  since  I  began  to  think,  I  was  enraged  at  the  folly  of 
England,  in  $uifering  the  Dutch  to  have  almost  the  wliol^ 
advantage  of  our  fishery,  just  under  our  noses. 

The  late  Lord  Weemys  told  me  he  was  governor  of  a  cas-« 
tie  in  Scotland,  near  which  the  Dutch  used  to  fish.  He 
f^enttothem  in  a  civil  manner  to  desire  they  would  send 
)iin)  some  fish,  which  they  bruti^hly  refused.  Whereupon 
he  ordered  three  or  four  cannon  to  pe  discliarged  from  the 
castle,  (for  their  boats  were  iji  reach  of  the  shot)  and  im- 
jsiediateiy  they  sent  him  more  than  he  wanted^ 

The  Dutch  are  a  kind  of  sharpers  amongst  a  parcel  of 
honest  gentlemcfh,  who  think  they  understand  play,  and 
ire  bnh'bled  of  ^eiy  ^iibhey.    |  love  them  for  the  love  they 
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YsBve  to  their  country,  which  however  is  no  virtue  in-theoijr 
Wcause  it  is  their  private  interest,  which  is  directly  con- 
trary in  England.  In  the  queen's  time  I  did  oftea  pres^ 
|be  lord  treasurer  Oxford  and  others  of  the  ministry,  upon 
this  very  subject;  but- the  answer  was,  *^  we  nxust  not 
offend  the  Dutch,"  who  at  that  very  time  were  oppo&ing 
Bs  in  all  our  steps  towards  a  peace.  I  laughed  to  see  the 
zeal  the  ministry  had  about  the  fishing  at  NewfoundlancI 
i[i  think)  whiLs  no  care  was  taken  against  the  Dutch  fisliing 
^ust  at  our  doors- 

As  to  my  native  country,  I  happened  indeed,  by  a  per- 
fect accident,  to  be  born  here  ;  ™y  niother  being  left  here 
from  returning  to  her  house  to  Leicester  ;  and  I  was  a  year 
cM  before  I  was  sent  to  England.  And  thus  I  am  aTeague 
or*  an  Irishman,  or  what  people  please,  although  the  best 
part  of  my  life  was  in  England. 

What  1  did  for  this  country  was  from  perfect  hatred  at 
t}Tanny  and  oppression,  for  which  I  had  a  proclamation 
against  me  for  3001.  which  my  old  friend  was  obliged  to^ 
consent  to,  the  very  first  or  second  night  of  bis  arrival  hither* 
The  crime  was,  that  of  writing  against  on^  Wood  an  hroa^ 
Bionger,  to  coin  100,000  poundsin  half-pence  not  exceed- 
ing one  sixth  part  of  the  money ;  w  hich  was  laid  before  the 
people  iri  so  plain  a  manner,  that  they  all  refused  it,  aad  so 
the  nation  was  preserved  from  immediate  ruin* 

I  have  done  some  smaller  services  for  this  kingdom,,  but 
I  can  do  no  more ;  I  have  too  many  years  upon  me,  and  too 
jaiucb  sickness:  I  am  out  of  favour  at  court,  where  I  was 
well  received  during  two  summers,  six  or  seven  y^ars  ago: 
the  governing  people  do  not  love  me,  for  as^  corrupt  as 
England  is,  it  is  an  habitation  of  saints,  in  comparison  of 
Ireland.  We  are  all  slaves,  and  knaves;  and  fools:  and  all, 
but  the  bishop«,  and  people  in  employment,  beggars.  The 
cash  of  Ireland  does  not  amount  to  200,0001.  The  few 
honest  men  among  us  are  de^d-^hearted,  poor^  and  out  of 
favour  and  power. 

I  talked  to  two  or  three  gentlemen  of  this  house  of  con^-r 
mons  now  sitting  here,  mentioned  your  schemCy  ssheNvecl 
how  very  advantageous  it  would  be  to  Ireland :  they  agreed 
with  me,  but  said,  that  if  such  a  thing  were  proposed,  th^ 
members  \yould  all  go  out,  as  at  a  thing  they  had  no.  concern 

in.        .  . 

I  believe  the  people  of  Lapland,  or  the  Hottentots,  are  not 
90  miserable  a  people  as  w^ :  fen:  oppression  supported  by 
power  will  infallibly   introduce  slavish  principles.   \  aqc| 
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afraid  that  even  in  England  your  proposal  will  come  to  no- 
thing. Ther^  is  not  virtue  enougn  left  among  maplcind*-^ 
If  your  scheme  should  pass  into  an  act,  it  will  Become  a 
jobb;  your  sanguine  temper  will  cool;  rogues  will  be  the 
only  gainers;  parties  and  faction  will  intermingle,  and  de* 
feat  the  most  efssential  parts  of  the  design- — Standing  ar- 
mies in  time  of  peace,  projects  of  excise,  and  bnbiu? 
Sections,  are  all  you  are  like  to  be  employed  in,  not  for* 
getting  septennial  parliaments,  directly  against  the  ^id-Avhi^ 
principles,  which  have  always  been  mine,  .  .     - 

A  gentleman  of. this  kingdom,  about  three  yeai^s  agoj 
pined  with  some  others  in  a  fishery  here,  in  the  northern 
parts.  They  advanced  only,  2001.  by  way  of  trial;  they  got 
men  from  Orkney  to  cure  their  fishes,  tvho  understood  it 
well.  But  the  vulgar  folks  of  Ireland  are  so  lazy  and  so 
knavish,  that  it  turned  to  no  account,  nor  would  any  body 
join  with  them ;  and  so  the  matter  fell,  and  they  lost  two 
thirds  of  their  money.  Oppressed  beggars  are  always 
knaves,  and  I  believe  there  are  hardly  any  other  among  us. 
They  had  rather  gain  a  shilling  by  knavery,  than  five  pounds 
by  honest  dealings.  They  lost  300,0001.  a  year  for  ever,  in 
the  time  of  the  plague  at  Marseilles,  when  the  Spaniards 
would  have  bought  all  their  linen  from  Ireland ;  but  the 
merchants  and  weavers  sent  over  such  abomitialile  linen, 
that  it  was  all  returned  back,  and  sold  for  a  fourth  part  of  its 
value.  This  is  our  condition,  which  you  may  please  to  pity, 
but  never  can  mend.  I  wish  you  good  success  with  all  my 
heart.  ^  I  have  always  loved  good  projects,  but  have  always 
found  them  to  miscarryf  I  am,  Sir^  with  true  esteem  fot 
your  good  intentions* 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant 

P.S.  1  would  have  subscribed  my  name,  if  I  had  not  « 
very  bad  one;  so  I  leave  you  to  guess  it.  If  I  can  be  of 
any  service  to  you  in  this  kingdom^  I  should  be  glad  you 
will  employ  me. 


12  From  the  Qnmtess  of  Hertford. 


Vn.  Tw6  (srignnal  Letters  from  the  late  Cdnntess  of  Hertford, 
afterwards  Duchess  of  Somerset,  on  the  death  of  her  only 
sou  Ceorgc  Lord  Viscount  Beauchamp,  who  died  of  the  Small 
l^ox  at  Boio^a,  in  Italy,  September  11,  1744. 

To  the  Rtv.  Dr.  B w 

am  . 

I  AM  very  sensibly  obliged  by  the  very  kind  compassion  yoa 
Express  for  roe  under  my  heavy  affliction.  The -meditations 
you  have  favoured  me  with,  afford  the  strongest  motives  for 
consolation  that  can  be  offered  to  a  person  under  my  unhap* 
py  circumstances.  The  dear  lamented  son  I  have  lost,  was 
the  pride  and  joy  of  my  heart,  but  I  hope  1  may  be  the 
tnore  easily  excused  for  having  looked  on  him  in  this  light, 
since  he  was  not  so  from  the  outward  advantages  he  possess- 
ied,  but  from  the  virtues  anc}  rectitude  of  his  mind.  The 
prospects  which  flattered  me  in  regard  to  him,  were  not 
drawn  from  his  distinguished  rank,  or  from  the  beauty  of 
liis  person,  but  from  the  hopes  that  his  example  would  nave 
teen  serviceable  to  the  cau^e  of  virtue*,  and  would  have 
shewn  the  younger  part  of  the  world,  that  it  was  possible  to 
l>e  chearful  without  being  foolish  or  vicious,  and  to  be  reli- 
gious without  severity  or  melancholy.  His  whole  life  was 
one  uninterrupted  course  of  duty  ^nd  affection  to  his  pa*» 
stents,  and  when  he  found  the  hand  of  death  upon  hiiu^  nis 
only  regret  >vas  to  think  of  the  agonies  that  must  rend  their 
hearts;  for  Ijre  was  perfectly  contented  to  le^ve  the  world, 
as  his  conscience  did  pot  reproach  him  with  any  presooirptxi*^ 
ous  sips,  and  he  boped  his  errors  would  be  forgiven.  Thus 
he  resigned  his  innocent  soul  into  the  hands  ot  his  meroifui 
Creator  on  the  evening  of  the  birth-day  which  compleated 
him  nineteen.  You  will  T>ot  be  surprised,  sir,  tbat  the 
tieath  of  such  a  son  should  occasion  the  deepe^  sorrow: 
yet  at  the  same  time  it  leaves  us  the  most  comfortable  ass«i>« 
•  ance,  that  he  is  far  happier  than  our  fondest  wishes  eould 
.have  made  him,  which  must  ea'\ble  us  to  support  the  re<« 
mainder  of  years  whichit  shall  ple<ise  God  to  allot  for  us( 
here,  without  murmuring  or  discontent,  and  quicken  our 
endeavours  to  prepare  ourselves  to  follow  him  in  that-happy 
place,  where  our  clear  valuable  child  is  gone  befpre  u^.  I 
^eg  the  continuance  of  your  prayers,  and  ao)^ 

Sir,  Yours,  &G4 

¥.  Heutford. 


I  • 


From  the  Counter  qf  Hertford.  IS 

2  A  fVritienten  years  after. 

I  AM  sorry,  good  Mrs. — to  find  that  your  illness  teems  ra^ 
tber  to  increase  than  diminish;  yet  the  disposition  of  mind 
wkh  which  yon  receive  this  painfnl  dispensation,  seems  to 
convert  your  sufferings  into  a  blessing.  While  you  resign  to 
the  will  of  God  in  so  patient  a  manner,  this  di<^ease  seems 
only  the  chastisement  of  a  wise  and  merciful  being,  who 
chasteiKKfti  npt  for  his  own  pleasure,  but  for  our  profit. 
Ware  I  not  convinced  of  this  great  truth,  I  fear  I  must  long 
since  have  sunk  under  the  burthen  of  sorrow,  which  God 
saw  fit  to  wean  my  foolish  heart  from  this  vain  world,  tind 
shew  me  how  little  all  the  grandeur  and  riches  of  it  avail  to 
happiness.  He  gave  me  a  son,  who  premised  all  thkt  the 
fondest  wishes  of  the  fondest  parents  could  hope;  an  honour 
to  his  family,  an  ornament  to  his  Country ;  with  a  heiirt  early 
attached  to  all  the  duties  of  religion  and  society,  with  the' 
advantage  of  strong  and  uninterrupted  health,  joined  to  a 
form,  whicli  when  he  came  into  Italy,  made  Jiim  more 
generally  known  by  the  name  of  the  English  Angel  than  hf 
that  of  his. family.  I  know  this  account  may  look  Hke  a 
mother^s  fondness;  perhaps  it  was  too  much  so  once:  but 
ahs !  it  now  only  serves  to  shew  the  uncertainty  and  frailty 
of  all  human  dependance.  This  justly  beloved  child  was 
matched  from  us  oefore  w£  could  hear  of  his  ilfness.  That 
fatal  disease,  the  small  pox,  seized  him  at  Bologna,  and 
carried  him  off  the  evening  of  his  birth«day,  on  which  he 
had  compleated  nineteen  years.  Two  posts  before,  I  had  a 
letter  from  him,  written  with  all  the  life  and  innocent  chear* 
fulness  inherent  to  his  nature;  the  next  but  one  came  from 
fais  afflicted  governor*,  to  acquaint  his  unhappy. father  that 
he  had  lost  the  tnost  dutiful  and  best  of  sons,  the  pride  and 
hope  of  his  declining  age.  He  bore  the  stroke  like  a  wise 
inan  and  a  Christian;  but  never  forgot,  nor  ceased  to  sigh 
for  it.  Along  series  of  pain  and  infirmity,  which  was  daily 
gaining  ground  upon  him,  shewed  me  the  sword,  which 
appeared  suspended  over  my  head  by  an  alrtiost  cobweb 
thread,  long  before  it  droppedf.  As  to  my  bodily  pains,  I 
bless  God,  they  are  by  no  means  insupportable  at  present.  I 
rather  suffer  a  languid  state  of  weakness,  which  wastes  my 
flesh  and  consumes  my  spirits  by  a  gentle  decay,  than  any 
frightful  suiferlng;  ana  am  spending  that  remains  of  nature, 


\ 


.1 


*  Mr.  B9(iton.  , 

t  Al^enioj,  X^uke  of  Somerset,  died  Feb.  7,  1749-50. 


I^  Ftom  the  Duke  of  Ormond  to  Jiis  Sort* 

which  was  almost  eihansted  in  contihtied  care  and  anxi- 
ety for  the  sufferings  of  a  pei*son  dearer  to  me  than  one's 
selfi  My  daughter,*  who  is  very  good  to  me,  has  sent  me 
her  youngest  son^  just  turned  of  toUr  years  old,  to  amuse 
jne  in  my  solitude,  because  he  is  a  great  favourite  of  mine^ 
and  shews  a  great  deal  of  his  uncle's  disposition,  and  some 
faint  likeness  of  his  person.  It  is  high  time  to  release  yo« 
from  so  long  a  letter,  but  there  are  some  subjects,  on  which 
my  tears  nor  pen  know  not  how  to  stop,  when  they  begin 

ta  flow. 

I  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  sincerely  affectionate  Friend, 

F.  SOMERSETt- 

1762,  July^ 


VIIJ.  Fron  the  Duke  of  Ormond  to  his  Son. 

I 
Son  GowRANj^  Juli/ lo,  l675r. 

By  the  last  account  I  received  of  your  condition,  I  must, 
with  the  trouble  and  grief  of  a  father,  conclude  you  are  in 
^danger  of  death,  and  that,  in  all  human  probability,  the  days 
you  are  to  live  in  the  world  are  not  many. 

I  fear,  neither  you  nor  I  have  so  served  God,  that  we  can 
reasonHl)ly  expect  he  should  afford  you  a  miraculous  deli- 
verance from  tnat  distemper  and  weak  estate  to  which  your 
own  negligence  and  intemperance,  and  my  ill  example  and 
want  of  seasonable  and  proper  admonition,  may  have  tQa 
much  contributed. 

I  hope  your  own  piety,  and  consideration  of  a  happy  or 
iniserable  eternity,  have  suggested  to  you  thoughts  of  this 
nature;  and  whether  it  shall  please  God  to  restore  you  to 
your  health,  or  put  a  period  to  your  life,  this  merciful  af- 
fliction of  his",  which  allows  you  time  for  repentance  and 
addresses  for  mercy,  will  be  of  advantage  to  you.  Yet  I 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  furnish  you.  with  all  the  helps  in 
my  power  towards  your  making  a  happy  end  (if  it  be  GoD*s 
will)  or  a  profitable  use  of  these  approaches  of  death,  if,  in 
undeserved  indulgence  towards  us,  he  shall  vouchsafe  to 


*  Lady  Eliz.  Smithson^  afterwards  CouDtes^  of  NQrtbumberlaud, 
\  Her  Graoe  uicu  a  tcw  months  aft^r. 


To  Sir  Richard SteeUy  on  his  play  of  ike  Conscious  Lovers,  IS 

•^ve  you  a  longer  life*  I  have  therefore  seht  my  chaplain^ 
l)r.  Asbton,  to  administer  those  assistances  and  comforts  t6 
you  which  are  proper  for  his  function,  and  necessary  for  you ; 
not  knowing  whether  any  of  our  clergy  may  be  had,  or  if 
there  may,  whether  so  anie  or  so  aflPectionate. 

I  hope  it  is  below  your  spirit,  and  that  you  have  too  much 
TOason  and  Christianity  to  think  you  are  the  nearer  death  be- 
cause you  prepare  yourself  for  eternal  life.  You  l^now  I 
have  lately  given  j'ou  proofs  of  my  kindiiess  to  you,  yet  I 
would  have  you  value  this  care  ot  your  well-dying  before 
and  beyond  it,  since,  as  it  may  be  the  last,  &o  it  is  the 
greatest  demonstration  I  can  give  of  being, 

Yjpur  affectionate  Father, 
1762,  August  Ormond. 


IX.  To  Sir  Hichard  Steele,  on  his  Play  of  the  Conscious  Lovers. 

Sift, 

In  O  one,  Ibelieve,  has  ahigher  opinion  of  the  Conscious  Lovers, 
in  general,  than  myself,  or  more  ad  mires  the  characterof /?2i/e- 
ana^  in  particular,  which  is,  I  think,  drawn  with  exquisite  skilL 
She  appears  to  be  amiable  in  the  highest  degree,  as  her  story 
is  veryjudiciously told,  and  in  the  most  aJfFecting  manner;  but 
it  grieves  me  to  say,  what,  however,  I  apprehend  to  be  too 
just,  that  the  character  of  Bcvil,  is  strained  beyond  all  rea- 
son. You  have,  I  fear,  instead  of  making  his  character  pro- 
per to  be  imitated,  rendered  it  such  as  no  wise  man  ought 
to  imitate;  since  it  is  possible,  on  his  principles,  for  two 
persons  of  the  strictest  virtue,  perfectly  suited  for  each 
other,  and  in  the  highest  degree  sensible  of  it,  with  a  com- 
petency in  their  own  hands  to  answer  all  consequences,  and 
with  which  they  themselves  are  contented,  to  be  made  as 
miserable  as  total  separation  can  be  supposed  to  make  them, 
.merely  because  a  person,  who  happens  to  be  a  parent  of , 
.  one  oi*  them,  takes  it  into  his  head,  that  he  has  an  abi>olute 
power  of  commanding  (by  virtue  of  thdt  relation)  one,  who 
is  as  much  a  man,  and  as  capable  of  reasoning  as  himself, 
and  a  thousand  times  more  intimately  c  jiicerned  in  the  affair 
about  which  he  pretends  to  have  so  unlimited  an  authority. 
Now,  to  make  this  necessary,  in  order  to  preserve  and  sup- 
port the  character  of  a  virtuous  mm,  and  a  good  3or,  .is 


16  To  Sir  Richard  Steele,  an  his  Play  of  the  Conscious  Lovert* 

Mghly  injurious  to  virtue  and  filial  diuty,  if  these  do  not  rei* 

quire  it.  . 

It  is  surprising  toliear  people  insist,  as  they  do^  on  siich 
absolute  ooedience  to  parents,  especially  Whigs,  who,  in 
political  af&ir^,  profess  to  act  upon  principles  so  much  more 
reasonable.  How  can  they  who  say  (and  I  think  rightly) 
that  tbe  good  of  the  governed  is  the  end  of  government,  anfl . 
therefore  wisely  protest  against  non-resistance,  and  passive 
obedience,  be  so  inconsistent -with  themselves,  as  to  intro* 
dace  those  principles  into  families^  which  they  disavow  ia 
the  state?  Am  I  any  more  obliged  to  obey  a  tyrant  father^ 
than  a  tyrant  king?  If  not,  why  is  my  obedience  to  the 
former  made  absolute,  and  to  the  latter  conditional  ? 

No  doubt  there  are  ages  of  life  in  which  children  ought  to 
be  subject  to  the  absolute  commands  of  their  parents,  and 
that  for  this  plain.reason,  because  at  such  ages  those  children 
are  not  arrived  to  the  proper  use  of  their  own  understand- 
ing; but  when  they  are,  they  ought  to  be  treated  accord- 
ingly,  and  no  more  commanded  and  corrected  (both  which 
should  cease  together)  but  reasoned  with;  and  if  that  will 
not  do,  what  then?  How  should  one  reasonable  creature 
treat  another  who  does  not  see  the  force  of  his  arguments ! 
Ought  he  to  break  his  head,  or  should  he  (as  Mr.  Locke 
proposes  iahis  Treatise  on  Education)  pray  for  him  ?  ^'  which 
is  ail  (he  says)  a  parent  can  or  ought  to  do  in  such  a  case."  It 
will  be  no  objection  to  the  justness  of  thistussertion,  that  the 
exact  time  when  each  child  is  (it  to  be  treated  in  this  way^ 
cannot  be  determined,  any  more  than  it  is  true  that  black  and 
white  are  the  same,  because  the  edges  of  each  may  be  so 
blended,  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  say  where  the  one  be«» 
gins  and  the  other  ends,,  though  ut  a  greater  distance'  from 
those  edges  the  difference  is  sufficiently  distinguishable;  as 
are  virtue  and  vice  in  the  extremes,  how  difficult  soever  it 
may  be  to  determine  the  bounds  of  each  precisely. 

I  should  not  have  given  you  or  myself,  sir,  any  trouble  on 
this  subject,  but  that  I  fear  this  play  is  capable  of  doing  a 
great  deal  of  mischief,  on  the  account  of  which  I  have  ob- 
jected^ to  it:  for  it  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I  oppose  Sir 
Kichard  Steele,  because,  I  sincerely  believe,  that  hede« 
signs  to  promote  the  eaiise  of  virtue,  not  only  in  this  per- 
fornmnce,  but  likewise  in  all  his  writings  I  have  ever  seen. 
I  believe  too,  that  he  has,  in  many  respects,  done  it  effectu- 
ally, as  I  doubt  not  he  has  in  every  one  aimed  at  it  uprightly : 
ancl,  I  likewise  believe,  no  man'could  be  more  concerned  to 
ijnd  his  design  frustrated  herein  than  himself,  and  that  if  he 
thought  au  alteration  of  apy  part  of  bis  performauces  would 


TWo  Letters  form  Mr.  GUbeH  Walmesley^  Kc.        17 

he  more  subservient  to  such  his  laudable  design^.thantbe  vin« 
dicatiou  of  it,  he  would  readily  and  cihearfully  make  it^  as  I^ 
for  my  part,  am  not  only  willing^  but  desirous  to  be  better 
informed,  if  I  am  mistaKen. 

Yours,  &Ci 
1762>  Sep,  X.  Y. 


iC.  Two  Letters  frdiii  Mr.  Gilbert  Walmeslejr,  to  the  late  Professor 

ColsoD^    of  Cambridge,    when  'Master  of  an  Academy  at 

Rochester,  relative  to  Garrick  and  jobnsoii. 

My  deak  old  Friend,  Lichfield^  Ftb.  5,  1736; 

Having  not  been  in  town  since  the  yiear  thirty-one,  you 
will  the  less  wonder  at  seeing  a  letter  from  me.  Biit  t  have 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  of  you  sometimes  in  the  prints^  and 
am  glad  to  see  you  are  daily  throwing  in  your  valuable  con-^ 
tributions  to  the  republick  of  letters* 

But  the  present  occasion  of  my  writing  is  a  favour  I  have 
to  ask  of  you.  My  neighbour  Captain  Garrick,  (who,  is  an 
honest  valuable  man,)  has  a  son^  who  is  a  very  ^eiisible 
young  fellowj  and  a,  good  scholar,  and  whom  the  Capltaiii 
hopes  in  some  two  or  three  years  he  shall  be  able  to  send  to 
the  Temple^  and  breed  to  the  bar:  but  at  present  his  pocket 
will  not  hold  out  for  sending  him  to  the  University;  I  have 
proposed  your  taking  him,  if  you  think  well  of  it,  and  your 
boarding  him,  and  instructing  ^him  in  mathematicks,  and 
philosophy^  and  humane  learning :  he  is  now  nineteen,  of - 
sober  and  good  dispositions ;  and  is  as  ingenious  and  promis* 
ing  a  young  man,  as  ever  I  knew  in  my  life*  Few  instruc- 
tions on  your  side  will  do,  and  in  the  intervals  of  study,  ha 
will  be  an^agreeable  companion  for  yoii.  His  father  will  be 
glad  to  pay  you  whatever  you  shall  require  within  his  rea/ch^ 
end  I  snail  tfainkmyself  very  much  obliged  to  you  into  the 
bargain^ 

G.  Walmesley* 

DEAit  SiA^  Lichfield,  March  ii 

1  HAD  the  favour  of  yoursj  atid  aitt  extremely  obliged  to 
j^ou:  but  cannot  say  I  nave  a  greater  affection  for  you  upbn 
it  than  I  had  before,  being  long  since  so  much  endeared  to 
you,  as  well  by  an  early  friendship^  as  by  your  many  eX--' 
cellent  and  valuable  qualiiications>  And  nad  I  a  son  of  my 
own,  it  would  be  my  ambition,  instead  ,of  sending  him  tO 
the  University,  to  disposf  of  him  ai  this  young  gentlemaa  is. 

VOL.  UK  c    - 


1 S  Tm  Letters  from  Mr.  Everard^  Xc. 

He  and  another  neighbour  of  mine,  one  Mr.  S.  Johnson^ 
set  out  this  morning  for  London  together:  Davy  Garrick  to 
be  with  you  early  the  next  week,  and  Mr.  Johnson  to  try  his 
fate  with  a  tragedy,  and  to  see  to  get  himself  employed  in 
some  translation,  either  from  the  Latin  or  the  French. 
Johnson  is  a  very  good  scholar  and  poet,  and  I  have  great 
hopes  will  turn  out  a  fine  tragedy  writer.  |f  it  shoula  any 
ways  lay  in  your  way,  I  doubt  not  but  you  would  be  ready  to 
recommenfi  and  assist  your  countryman. 

1765,  OcL  G.  Walmesley. 


XL  Two  Letters  from  Mr.  Everard  relative  to  Count  Albert!,  con- 
demned to  the  Mines,  in  Idra. 

LETTER  I. 

I 

The  pleasure  1  always  take  in  writing  to  you  wherever  I 
.  am,  and  whatever  doing,  in  some  measure  dispels  my  pre- 
sent uneasiness ;  an  uneasiness  caused  at  once  by  the  dis« 
agreeable  aspect  of  every  thing  round  me,  and  the'naorip 
.  disagreeable  circumstances  of   the  Count  Albert!,    with 
whom  you  were  once  acquainted.  You  remember  him  one  of 
the  gayest,  most  agreeable  persons  at  the  court  of  Vienna; 
at  once  the  example  of  the  men,  and  the  favourite  of  the  fair 
»ex.     I  often  heard  you  repeat  his  name  with  esteem,  as  one 
of  the  few  that  did  honour  to  the  present  age,  as  possessed 
of  ^nerosity  and  pity  in  the.  highest  degree;  as  one  who 
;.niaae  no  other  use  or  fortune  but  t6.  alleviate  the  distresses 
of  mankind.  -That  gentleman,  sir,  I  wish  I  could  say,  is 
now  no  more;  yet,  too  unhappily  for  him,  he  exists,  but 
,iu  a  situation  more  terrible  than  the  most  gloomy  imagina- 
tion can  conceive. 

After  passing  through  several  parts  of  the  Alps,  and  hav- 
ing visited  Germany,  I  thought  I  could  not  well  return 
home  without  vishing  the  quicksilver  mines  at  Idra,  and 
,5eeing  those  dreadful  subterranean  caverns,  w^here  .thou- 
sands are  condemned  to  reside,  shut  out  from  all  hopes  of 
ever  seeing  the  chearful  light  of  the  sun,  and  obliged  to 
toil  out  a  miserable  life  under  the  whips  of  imperious  task- 
piasters.  Imagine  to  yourself  a  hole  in  the  side  of  a  mount- 
ain, of  about  five  yards  over;  down  this  you  are  let,  in 
a  kind  of  a  bucket,  more  than  an  hundred  fathom* «  At 
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length,  after  swinging  in  terrible  suspence  for  some  time, 
you  reach  the  bottom,  and  tread  on  the  ground,  which,  by 
Us  hollow  sound  under  your  feet,  and  the.  reverberations  of 
the  echo,  seems  thundering  at  every  step  you  take.     In  this 
gloomy  and  firiffhtful  solitude,  you  are  enlightenejd  by  the 
feeble  gleam  of  lamps,  here  and  there  disposed,  so  as  that 
the  wretched  inhabitants  of  these  mansions  can  go  from  oiie 
part  to  another  without  a  guide.    And  yet,  let  me  assure 
y6Uy  that  though  they,  by  custom,  could  see  objects  very 
distinctly  by  these  lights,  I  could  scarcely  discern  the  per- 
son who  came  with  me  to  shew  me  these  scenes  of  horror. 
From  this  description,  I  suppose,  you  have  but  a  disa- 
greeable idea  of  the  place ;  yet  let  me  assure  you,  that  it  is 
a  palace,  if  we  compare  the  habitation  with  the  inhabitants. 
Such  wretches  my  ey^s  never  yet  beheld.    The  blackness  of 
their  visages  only  serves  to  cover  an  horrid  paleness,  caused 
by  the  noxious  qualities  of  the  mineral  they  are  employed 
in  procuring.    As  they,  in  general,  consist  of  malefactors  • 
condemned  for  life  to  this  task^  they  are  fed  at  the  public 
expence;  but  they  seldom  consunie  much  provision,   as 
they  lose  their  appetites  in  a  short  time ;  and  commonly  in 
about  two  years  expire,  from  a  total  contraction  of  all  the  ^ 
joints  of  the  body. 

In  this  horrid  mansion  I  walked  after  my  guide  for  some 
time,  pondering  on  the  strange  tyranny  and  avarice  of  man- 
kind, when  I  was  accosted  by  a  voice,  behind  me,  calling 
me  by  name  and  inquiring  after  my  health  with  the  most 
cordial  affection.  I  turned  and  saw  a  creature  all  black  and 
hideous,  who  approached  me,  and  with  a  most  piteous  ac- 
cent demanding,  "Ah!  Mr.  Everard,  don't  you  know  me !" 
Good  God!  what  was  my  surprize,  when,,  through  the  veil 
of  his  wretqhedness,  J  discovered  the  features  of  my  old 
.and  dear  friend  Alberti.  1  flew  to  him  with  affection,  and 
after  a  tear  of  condolence,  asked  how  he  came  there  ?  To 
this  he  replied,  that  having  fought  a  duel  witff  a  general  of 
the  Austrian  infantry,  against  the  emperor's  comniand,  and 
having  left  him  for  dead,  he  was  obliged  to  fly  into  one  of 
the  forests  of  Istria,  where  he  was  first  taken,  and  afters- 
wards  sheltered  by  some  banditti,  who  had  long  infested 
that  quarter.  With  these  he  had  lived  nine  months,  till, 
by  a  close  investiture  of  the  place  in  which  they  were  con- 
cealed, and  after  a  very  obstinate  resistance,  in  which'  the 
greater  part  of  them  were  killed,  he  was  taken  and  carried 
to  Vienna,  in  order  to  be  broken  alive  upon  the  wheel. 
However,  upon  arriving  at  the  capital,  he  was  quickly 
kaown,  and  several  of  the  associates  of  hi&  accusation  and 
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clanger  witnessine  his  innocence,  his  punishment  of  the 
rack  was  chartged  into  that  of  perpetual  confinement  and 
labour  in  the  mines  of  Idra;  a  sentence,  in  my  opinion,  a 
thousand  times  worse  than  death." 

As  Alberti  was  giving  me  this  account,  a  young  woman 
came  up  to  him,  who  at  once  I  saw  to  be  born  for  l>etter 
foAune;  the  dreadful  situation  of  the  place  was  not  able  to 
destroy  her  beauty;  and  even  in  this  scene  of  wretchedness 
she  seemed  to  have  charms  to  grace  the  most  brilliant  as-, 
sembly.  This  lady  was  in  fact  daughter  to  one  of  the  first 
families  in  Germany,  and  having  tried  eveiy  means  to  pro- 
cure her  lover's  pardon  without  effect,  was  at  last  resolve^ 
to  share  his  miseries  as  she  could  not  relieve  them*  With 
him  she  accordingly  descended  into  these  mansions  from 
whence  few  of  the  living  return ;  and  with  him  she.  is  con- 
tented to  live,  forgetting  the  gaieties  of  life;  with  him  to 
toil,  despising  the  splendors  of  opulence;  and  contented 
with  the  consciousness  of  her  own  constancy. 

LETTER  11. 

My  last  to  you  was  expressive,  and  perhaps  too  much  so, 
of  the  gloomy  situation  of  my  mind.'  I  own  the  deplorable 
situation  of  the  worthy  man  described  in  it  was  enough  to 
add  double  severity  to  the  hideous  mansion.  At  present, 
however,  I  have  the  happiness  of  informing  you,  that  I 
was  spectator  of  the  most  affecting  scene  I  ever  yet  beheld. 
Nine  days  after  I  had  written  my  last,  a  person  came  post 
from  Vienna  to  the  little  village  hear  the  mouth  of  the 
greater  shaft.  He  was  soon  after  followed  by  a  second,  and 
he  by  a  thi;*d.  Their  first  inquiry  was  after  the  unfor- 
tunate Count,  and  I  happjBning  to  ovelr-h)&ar  the  demand, 
fare  them  the  be^t  information.  Two  of  these  were  the 
rother  and  ^pusin  of  the  lady,  the  third  was  an  intimate 
friend,  and  fellow-soldier  to  the  Count :  they  came  with  his 
pardon,  which  had  been  procured  by  the  General  with  whom 
the  duel  had  been  fought,  and  who  was  perfectly  recovered 
from~his  wounds.  I  led  them  with  all  the  expedition  of  joy 
down  to  his  dreary  abode,  and  presented  to  him  his  friends, 
and  informed  him  of  the  happy  change  in  his  circumstances* 
It  would  be  impossible  to  describe  the  joy  that  brightened 
upon  his  grief- worn  countenance;  nor  was  the  young  lady*s 
emotion  less  vivid  at  seeing  her  friends,  and  hearing  of 
her  husband's  freedom.  Some  hours  were  employed  in 
mending  the  appearance  of  this  faithful  couple,  nor  could  I 
without  a  tear  behold   faim  tiiking  leave  of   the  former 
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wretched  companions  of  his  toil.  To  one  he  left  his  mat- 
tock, to  another  his  working-cloaths^  to  a  third  his  little 
household  utensils,  isuch  as  were  necessary  for  him  in  that 
situation.  We  soon  emerged  from  the  mine,  where  he 
once  again  revisited  the  Ught  of,  the  sun,  that  he  had  totally 
despaired  of  ever  seeing.  A  post-chaise  and  four  were  rea- 
dy the  next  morning  to  take  them  to  Vienna,  where  I  am 
since  informed  by  a  letter  from  himself,  they  are  returned. 
The  empress  has  again  ^ken  him  into  favour,  *  bis  fortune 
and  rank  are  restored,  and  he  and  his  fair  partner  now  have 
the  pleasing  satisfaction  of  feeling  happiness  with  double 
relish^  as  they  once  knew  what  it  was  to  be  miserable^  . 

1767,  May.   ' 


XII.  From  Justinian  Pagitt,  to  Dr.  Twysden,  Chancellor  of  the 
Diocese  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  on  so6ie  remarkable 

Trials  in  the  Star  Chamber, 

-Worthy  Sir,  Lincolris  Inn,  Nov.  1618. 

I  HAVING  been  present  at  the  proceedings  in  three  very 
remarkable  causes  this  term,  and  conceiving  that  a  relation 
thereof  may  be  welcome  to  you,  do  here  present  them,  with 
myself,  to  your  kind  acceptance,  as  sure  and  legal  testimonies 
of  the  continuance  of  my  due  respects  unto  you.  The  first 
of  these  was,  in  the- King's  Bench;  the  other  two  in  the  Star 
Chamber. 


^tainted 

kill  the  King  ^.  — ^ ^  - 

testified  by  the  oaths  of  two  gentlemen,  besides  others  that 
justified  it,  from  the  several  relations  of  other  men.  For 
farther  probability  of  his  malicious  intent,  the  officers,  that 
apprehended  him  at  his  lodgings  in  Drury-Lane,  London, 
did  depose  upon  oath,  that  then,  when  they  told  him  he  was 
the  king's  prisoner,  &c.  he  bit  his  thumb,  saying,  '^  I  care 
m  thus  much/or  your  Jcingr  Where  Mr,  Attorney  general 
observed,  that  in  S^ain  the  biting  of  the  thumb  IS, a  tokeii 

of  scorn  ai^d  disdain  in  the  highest  degree,  and  wUl  bear  an 
action  of  .disgrace  in  Spain,  as  spitting  in  one's  face  wdlm 
England.  And  I  hear,  that  after  he  was  cgndemned,  the 
judges  sent  the  sheriff  to  him,  to  know  of  him,  M^hether  he 
could  alledge  any  other  colourable  intent  of  his  qqnung  % 
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over.  But  he  gave  no  satisfaction  in  that  point.  *  He  was 
hanged,  drawn  and  quartered,  the  27th.  November  last, 
and  it  is  said,  he  then  wished,  that  he  ijiight  never  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  if  he  ever  said  thosfe  words, 
for  which  he  was  qondemned. 

2.  In  th^  Star  Chamber,  one  Lodowick  Bowyer  was  cen* 
sured,  for  divers  scandalous  speeches,  concerning  the  now 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury;  which  speeches  were  testified 
in  court  J  by  several  inen,  viva  voce^  viz.  that  he  said  to 
them  at  Reading,  that  the  Archbishop  was  impJ^isoned,  &c. 

3.  In  the  other  Star  Chamber  case,  Mr.  Attorney  gen^ 
eral  was  retained  for  one  Philip  Bushin,.  relator,  against 
five  several  defendants,  wheteof  two  Were  acquited,  and  no 
prosecution  against  them. 

The  others  were  Dominick  Sarsfield,  viscount  Rosen* 
berry,  abas  Kilnfiallack,  chief  justice  of  the  common  pl.eas 
of  Ireland,  Sir  Henry  Sealing,  Knt.  and  PhiHp  Pilswortb. 

The  charge  in  general  was,  for  conspiracy,^  to  accuse,  in-* 
diet,  and  execute,  one  PhiHp  Bushin,  the  relator's  father, 
for  murthering  bis  wife,  and  for  several  undue  proceedings 
in  his  arraignment  and  conviction,  with  other  offences. 

In  particular,  Philip  Pilswortb  was  censured,  for  that  he 
being  a  juror,  did  say,  that  rather  than  he  would  be  fined ^ 
and  imprisoned,  he  would  find  the  prisoner  guilty,  though 
he  were  his  brother.  And  that  afterwards  he  wished  he  ha4 
^iven  a  good  sum  of  money,  so  that  he  had  not  been  of  the 
jury.  This  was  censured  by  my  lord  chief  justice  Richard- 
son, and  divers  other  lords,  for  ambodextry.  But  none  did 
fine  him,  but  my  lord  privy  seal,  which  was  lOOl.  My  lord 
keeper  and  some  other  lords,  did  not  censure  him^  because 
they  found  not  any  such  particulars  directly  charged  in  the 
bill. 

Sir  Heni'y  Bealing  was  censured  as  a  malicious  prosecutor, 
which tiial ice  did  appear,  in  that,  when  Bushin  was  to  have 
been  acquitted  by  proclamation  before  a  former  judge,  Sir 
Henry  Bealing  being  sheriff,  said,  **  let  him  not  be  so  ac- 
quitted, I  will  find  witnesses  against  him;  an|d  after  this,  he 
said,  he  would  follow  him  to  hell  gatesi 

My  lord  Sarsfield  was  censured,  for  wilful  misdemeanors 
to  the  grand  jury,  to  the  petit  jury,  to  the  prisoner^  and 
his  witnesses, 

1st.  For  that  he  called  the  grand  jury  into  a.  private 
chamber,  that  there,  when  they  desired  better  evidence,  he 
told  them,  they  must  find  the  bill  upon  probabilities,  and 
that  they  could  not  have  more  clear  evidence  in  this  case^ 
unless  they  expected  a  miracle  from  Heaven,  such  a^  hap- 


I  - 
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pened  once  in  the  King»of  France's  court,  &c.  whereupon 
ie  told  them,  that  the  Kin^  of  France  once,  walking  in  his 
ahnory,  spied  a  bird  pecking  a  hole  in  the  winoow,  at. 
which  he  presently  opened  the  casement,  and  saw  a  fellow 
underneath  trenibling,  who  confessed  a  murther  .which  he 
liad  committed. 

2dly.  For  that  when  two  of  the  petit  jury  would  not 
agree,  he  threatened,  fined,  and  imprisoned  them,  and 
added  two  more  in  their  room  to  the  rest,  that  were  agreed, 
without  empannelling  a  new  jury,  and  for  that  when  an 
officer  brought  word  the  jury  would  not  agree,  he  bid  the 
officer  go  tell  them,  that  at  another  place  in  his  circuit 
when  one  of  the  jury  could  not  agree,  the  rest  pulled  him 
by  the  nose,  and  pinched  him  till  he  agreed. 

3dly.  For  that  when  the  prisoner  intreated,  that  by  reason 
of  the  tempestuous  weather,  the  noise  of  the  people,  and 
his  deafness,  he  might  be  admitted  within  the  bar,  to  hear 
what  was  alledged  against  him,  and  how  they  proceeded 
concerning  his  life,  the  lord  Sarsfield  denied  it  him.  And 
inoreoyer,  that  when  the  prisoner  intreated,  that  his  servants 
and  other  witnesses  might  be  heard,  the  lord  Sarsfield  de- 
nied that  request  likewise,  saying,  /  will  hear  no  evidence 
against  the  king. 

For  these  misdemeanors,  my  lord  privy  seal,  the  two  chieff 
justices,  and  my  lord  of  Dorset  did  neither  acquit  him,  nor 
condemn  him.  1st.  For  that  they  could  not  reconcile  the 
depositions.  2nd.  My  lord  privy  seal  and  twp  chief  justices 
said,  that  for  him  to  do  such  things  as  ace  alledged,  it  is 
indiscretion,  but  no  criine :  that  fov  them  he  was  answerable 
to  his  master,  that  gave  him  the  place,  but  not  in  that  court; 
and  withal,  they  considered  the  inconveniences  that  might 
arise,  if  a  judge  shall  be  called  in  question  for  the  life  of  a 
man  after  verdict' found,  the  party  condemned  and  exe* 
cuted. 

But  my  lord  keeper,  the  two  archbishops,  earl  of  Arun« 
dell,  lord  Wimbleton,  bishop  of  London,  lord  Nubeighe, 
Sir  Thomas  Edmunds,  Sir  Henry  Vane,  secretary  Cook^ 
and  secretary  Windebanke,  did  all  censure  him ;  and  I  con- 
ceive, by  comparing  their  censures  together,  that  my  lord 
Kilmallack's  fine  is  20001.  to  give  damages  2001.  to  be^  de-  • 
posed  from  being  a  judge^  and  imprisonment  according  to 
the  course  of  the  court.  ''■  And  moreover,  the  archbishop  of 
Canterbury  censured  him  guilty  of  wilful  murther.  They  < 
grounded  this  their  censure  upon  all  the  facts  alledged^  to 
be  fully  proved, 

C  4 
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Thus  whilst  I  relate  other  men's  ^ensures  an4  errors^  I 
liazard  my- own.  But  I  know  my  judge,  and  so  my  censure 
to  be  rather  errore  amoris^  than  amore-erroris.  Dear  uncle,  X 
will  spare  apologies,  and  fly  to  your  wonted  skHability.  My 
paper  affords  me  no  more  room  for  words,  but  I  will  pre-? 
eently  so  study  actions,  which  may  be  more  certaiq  testU 
9;lpni^s  that  I  am,  and  will  jever  continue, 

Yoqr  obliged  Nephew, 

in  air  respectful  observances 

to  be  commanded, 

Just,  Pagitt* 


Xni.  Fi^om  J-ord  Cornbury  to  the  VicerChancellor  of  Oxford. 
Mr.  VlCE-CHANClttOR, 

In  the  course  of  several  years,  in  which  I  have  had  the 
honour  to  be  chosen  without  solicitation,  one  of  the  repre-. 
sentatives  of  the  University  in  j)arliament,  I  have  never 
imputed  that  choice  to  any  merit  of  my  own,  but  have  aU 
ways  understood  that  mark  of  the  favour  of  the  University 
to  me^  to  have4>een  the  effect  of  services,  which  the  ability 
aiid  good  fortune  .of  my  ancestors  enabled  them  tp  perforna 
to  asat;iety  deserving  of  the  best  services,,  and  which  ^  sor 
pety  less  deserving  would  long  since  have  forgotten. 

Intent  to  acquit  myself  of  this  great  trust  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  my  ability,  I  have  considered  it,  neither  as  the 
means  qC  cabal,  nor  of  advancement,  but  as  a  civil  trust,  in 
the  execution  of  which,  it  has  always  been  a  circumstance 
particularly  agreeable  to  me,  to  find  mys^elf  the  represent-? 
ative  of  a  rree  and  independent  society ;  and  though  I  have 
not  been  able  to  serve  that  society  in  other  respects  as  I  have 
wished  to  do,  I  have  served  the  University,  free  however 
and  independent ;  independent  not  only  of  ambition  and  of 
interest,  but  of  party  too,  without  which  there  is  no  inde* 
penoence  ;  dependent  only  upon  the  great  maxims  of  jus- 
tice, and  upon  the  spirit  and  forms  of  the  constitution  of 
Our  country. 

It  has  been  in  that  view  particularly,  that  I  have  found 
gatisfactipn  in  every  confirmation  of  the  choice  of  me  by 
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the  University,  as  a  demonstration  to  myself^  and  to  the 
world,  of  their  approbation  of  the  impartiality  of  my  con- 
duct, and  which,  in  that  light,  has  reflectecl  perhaps  no 
dishonour  ^pon  themselves. 

But  as  I  believe  from  the  first,  and  have  long  experienced, 
that  a  trust  of  such  a  mature,  and  so  Understood,  is  no  light 
undertaking,  I  have  for  some  time  perceived  my  health 
particularly  unequal  to  that  service.  Unable  to  perform  the 
duty  of  attendance  in  the  House  of  Commons,  unsatisfied  to 
let  any  personal  considerations  of  my  own  (even  that  of 
health  itself)  interfere*,  however  necessarily,  with  the  ser- 
vices which  I  owed  to  the  University  and  to  my  Country; 
convinced  too  beyond  a  doubt,  from  some  experience, 
that  my  continuance  in  the  House  of  Commons  would  pro- 
duce no  advantage  to  either,  I  please  myself  in  thinking, 
that  I  do  the  best  service  I  can  now  do  to  the  University,  m 
gtiving  them  an  opportunity  to  make  a  better  choice ;  and  I 
have  therefore  accef>ted  the  honour  (which  his  majesty's 
goodne'iss  would  perhaps  have  conferred  on  me  some  years 
ago)  of  being  called  up  to  the  barony  of  my  lather,  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  An  honour  which  I  have  received  now 
\nxh  the  greater  willingness,  because  I  hai  full  confidence, 
that  I  should  occasion  thereby  neither  prejudice  nor  incon- 
venience of  any  kind  to  the  University,  whose  interests  and 
honour  I  must  ever  have  at  heart,  and  whose  quiet  and  una- 
nimity (if  possible)  I  must  therefore  particularly  wish  preserv- 
ed upon  all  occasions,  and  especially  in  the  exercise  of  this 
great  privilege,  in  which  they  have  so  singularly  maintained 
/an  independence  and  dignity,  so  glorious  to  themselves,  so 
exemplary  to  the  rest  of  the  nation,  so  truly  preserving  the 
spirit,  as  well  as  the  forms  of  the  constitution  of  England. 

In  being  thus  removed  from  their  immediate  service,  the. 
University,  I  hope,  will   do   me  the  justice  to  believe,  t 
can  never  withdraw  myself  from  my  attachments  to  tliat  so- 
ciety.    For  besides  personal  obligations  to  myself,  which  I 
must  always  acknowledge,  I  know  of  what  consequence  the 
University  is,  and  ought  to  be,  to  the  good  order  and  to  the. 
constitution  of  my  country,  as  well  as  to  the  enlightening 
and  adorning  it.  It  must  therefore  ever  be  my  ardent  wish  to. 
see  that  source  of  national  welfare,  unencumbered  with  what-, 
ever  may  interrupt  the  constant  course  of  real  knowledge 
jand  virtue,  which  attentive  and  sensible  dicipline  will  ever 
produce^  and  which  are  so  essential  to  the  hopoui*  and  in- 
terest of  the  University,  and  to  the  service,  the  happiness^, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Kingdom,  necessarily  t^o  be  derived 
from  thence.     -. 
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In  any  situation,  I  shall  never  lose  sight  of  these  great 
interests,  and  it  will  always  be  the  highest  satisfaction  to  me 
to  see  the  real  irvterefets  of  the  Univereity  pursued  by  them* 
selves,  and  advanced  by  others^  as  it  would  be  the  greatest- 
bappiiiess  to  me  to  approve  mvself  upon  all  occasions,  their 
grateful  servant,  and  their  faitnfol  friend. 
,  With  these  sentiments  of  my  heart  I  take  my  leave  of  the 
University,  resigning  the  trust  which  they  reposed  in  me,, 
axid  I  persuade  myself  that  they  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
believe  me,  with  the  greatest  gi*atitud^  and  regard. 

Their  long  obliged  and 

ever  faithful  servant, . 

.    176S,  Sept.  COJINBUEY  *. 


XIV.  From  Miss  Talbot  to  a  nev^-born  child,  daughter  of  1^, 
John  Talbot,  a  son  of  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

You  are  heartily  welcome,  my  dear  little  comsin,  into  thi& 
mnquiet  world  :  long  may  you  continue  in  it»  in  all  the  hap- 
piness it  can  give  ^  and  bestow  enough  on  all  your  friends, 
toanswerfully  the  impatience  with  which  you  have  been  ex- 
pected. May  you  grow  up  to  have  every  accomplishment,  that 
your  good  friend  the  Bishop  of  Derryt  can  already  imagine 
in  you ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  may  you  have  a  nurse  with  a 
tunable  voice,  that  may  not  talk  an  immoderate  deal  of 
Bonsense  to  you.  You  are  at  present,  my  dear,  in  a  very 
philosophical  disposition :  the  gaities  and  follies  of  life  have 
1K>  attraction  for  you ;  its  sorrows  you  kindly  commiserate  ;. 
but,  however,  do  not  suffer  them  to  disturb  your  slumbers ;, 
and  find  charms  in  notJiing  but  hairmoriy  and  repose.  You 
have  as  yet  contracted  no  partialities,  are  entirely  ignorant 
of  party  distinctions,  and  look  with  a  perfect  indifference 
on  all  human  splendor.  You  have  an  absolute  dislike  to  the 
V2Miities  of  dress;  and  are  likely  for  many  months  to  observe 
the  Bishop  of  Bristol*sJ  first  rule  of  conversation,  silence, 
though  tempted  to  transgress  it,  by  the  novelty  and  strange- 
ness of  all  the  objects  round  you.     As  you  advance  farther 


♦  upon  I/>r4  Corabury's  resignation, '  Sir  Roger  Newdigt^te  was  elected 
January  31,  1750, 

f  Dr.  Rnnidle. 

*  Dr.  Seeker. 


From  Miss  Talbot  to  a  new-horn  child,  27 

in  life,  this  philosophical  temper  will  by  degrees  wear  oC 
The  first  object  of  your  admiration  will  probably  be  a  can* 
die ;  and  thence,  (as  we  all  of  us  do)  you  will  contract  a 
taste  for  the  gaudy  and  the  glaring,  without  making  one 
moral  reflection  upon  the  danger  of  such  false  admiratioa 
as  leads  people,  many  a  time,  to  bum  their  fingers.  You 
mil  then  begin  to  shew  great  partiality  for  some  very  good 
aunts,  who  will  contribute  all  tbey  can  towards  spoiling 
you ;  but  you  will  be  equally  fond  of  an  excellent  mamma^ 
wlio  will  teach  you,  by  her  example,  all  sorts  of  good 
qualities ;  only  let  me  warn  you  of  one  thing,  my  dear,  and 
that  is,  do  not  learn  of  her  to  have  such  an  immoderate  love 
of  home,  as  is  quite  contrary  to  all  the  privileges  of  this 
polite  age,  and  to  give  up  so  entirely  all  those  pretty  graces 
of  whim,  flutter,  and  affectation,  which  so  many  charitable 
poets  have  declared  to  be  the  prerogative  of  our  sex.  Ah! 
my  poor  cousin,  to  what  purpose  will  you  boast  this  prero- 
gative, when  your  nurse  tells  you,  with  a  pious  care,  to 
sow  the  seeds  of  jealousy  and  emulation  as  early  as  possible, 
that  you  have  a  fine  little  brother  come  to  put  your  nose 
out  of  joint.  There  will  be  nothing  to  be  done  then,  I  be* 
iieve,  but  to  be  mighty  good,  and  prove  what,  believe  me, 
admits  of  very  little  dispute,  (though  it  has  occasioned 
abundance)  that  w'e  girls,  however  people  give  themselves 
airs  of  being  disappointed,  are  by  no  means  to  be  despised. 
Let  the  men  unenvied  shine  in  public,  it  is  we  must  make 
their  homes  delightful  to  them ;  and,  if  they  provoke  us, 
JIG  less  uncomfortable.  I  do  not  expect  you,  my  dear^  to 
atiswer  this  letter  yet  awhile,  but  as,  I  dare  say,  you  have 
the  greatest  interest  with  your  papa,  will  beg  you  to  prevail 
upon  him,  that  we  may  know  by'a  line,  (before  his  time  is 
engrossed  by  another  secret  committee)  that  you  and  your 
mamma  are  well.  In  the  mean  time  I  will  only  assure  you, 
that  all  here  rejoice  in  your  existence  extremely ;  and  that 
lam. 

My  very  young  correspondent, 

most  affectionately  yours, 

C.  T. 

■ 

*^*  The  pious  and  ingenious  author  of  the  above  letter,  who 
died  Jan.  9,  1770,  aged  48,  was  the  onlv  daughter  of  Mr. 
Edward  Talbot,  Archdeacon  of  Berks  andf  younger  son  of  Dr.  • 
Talbot,  Bishop  of  Durham.  There  having  been  the  most 
intimate  friendship  between  him  and  the  late  Archbishop 
Seeker,  his  widow  and  daughter  lived  as  inmates  in  his 
grace's  family  till  his  death,  when  he  left  the  interest  of 
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lS,000l,  to  them  and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  afterwards 
the  whole  sum  to  charitable  uses. 

1770,  Feb. 


XV,  From  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  to  Prince  Henry,  Son  of  James  I. 

London,  Aug.  12, 1611. 
May  it  please  your  Highness, 

A  HE  following  lines  are  addressed  to  your  Highness,  from 
a  man  who  values  his  liberty,  and  a  very  small  fortune  in  a 
Temote  part  of  this  island,  under  the  present  constitution, 
above  all  the  riches  and  honours  that  he  could  any  where 
enjoy  under  any  other  establishment. 

You  see,  sir,  the  doctrines  that  are  lately  come  into  the 
world,  and  how  far  the  phrase  has  obtained,,  of  calling  your 
royal  fathier,  God's  vicegerent ;  which  ill  men  have  turned 
both  to  the  dishonour  of  God,  ^nd  the  impeachment  of 
his  majesty's^cJodness.  They  adjoin  vicegerency  to  the  idea 
of  being  all-powerful,  and  not  to  that  of  being  all-good. 
His  majesty's  wisdom,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  save  him  from 
the  snare  that  may  He  under  gross  adulations;  but  your 
youth,  and  the  thirst  of  praise,  which  I  have  observed  in 
you,  may  possibly  mislead  you  to  hearken  to  those  charm- 
ers, who  would  conduct  your  noble  nature  into  tyranny. 
Be  careful,  O  my  prince!  heai'  them  not,  fly  from  their 
deceits ;  you  are  in  the  succession  to  a  throne,  from  whence 
no  evil  can  be  imputed  to  you,  but  all  good  must  be  con- 
veyed from  you. 

Your  father  is  called  the  vicegerent  of  heaven ;  while  he 
is  g6od,  he  is  the  vicegerent  of  heaven.  Shall  man  have 
authority  from  the  fountain  of  good  .to  do  evil?  No,  my 
prince :  let  mean  and  degenerate  spirits,  which  want  be- 
nevolence, suppose  your  power  impaired  by  a  disability  of 
doing  injuries.  If  want  of  power  to  do  ill,  be  an  incapacity 
in  a  prince,  with  reyerence  be  it  spoken,  it  is  an  incapacity 
he  hath  in  common  with  the  Deity.  Let  me  not  doubt  hut 
ail  pleas,  vyhich  do  not  carry  in  them  the  mutual  happiness 
of  prince  and  people,  will  appear  as  absurd  to  your  great 
understanding,  as  disagreeable  to  your  noble  nature. 

Exerjt  yourself,  O  generous  prince,  against  such  syco- 
phants in  the  gloriQus  cause  of  liberty;  and  assume  such 
an  ambition  worthy  of  you,  to  secure  your  fellow-creatures 
from  slavery  5  from  a  condition  as  Ipiuch  below  that  of 
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brutes,  as  to  act  without  reason  is  less  miserable  than  to  act 
against  it.  Preserve  to  your  future  subjects  the  divine  right 
of  being  free  agents;  and  to  your  own  royal  house  the 
divine  right  of  being  their  benefactors.  Believe  me,  ray 
prince,  there  is  no  other  right  can  flow  from  God.  While 
your  highness  is  forming  yourself  for  a  throne,  consider  the 
laws  as  sj  many  common-places  in  your  study  of  the  science 
of  government;  when  you  mean  nothing  but  justice,  they 
are  an  ease  and.  help  to  you.  This  way  of  thinking  is 
what  gave  men  the  glorious  appellation  of  deliverers  and 
fathers  of  their  country;  this  made  the  sight  of  them  rouse 
their  beholders  into  acclamations,  and  nmnkind  incapable 
of  bearing  their  ^ery  appearance,  without  applauding  it  as 
a  benefit  Consider  the  inexpressible  advantages  which 
will  ever  attend  your  highness,  while  you  make  the  power 
of  rendering  men  happy  the  measure  of  your  actions. 
While  this  is  your  impulse,  how  easily  will  that  power  .be 
extended. 

The  glance  of  your  eye  will- give  gladness,  and  your 
very  sentence  have  a  force  of  bounty.  Whatever  some  rhen 
would  insinuate,*  you  have  lost  your  subjects  when  you  have 
lost  their  incUnations.  You  are  to  preside  over  the  minds, 
not  the  bodies  of  men ;  the  soul  is  the  essence  of  the  man, 
and  you  cannot  have  the  true  man  against  his  inclinations* 
Choose  therefore  to  be  the  king  or  the  conqueror  of  your 
people;  it  may  be  submission,  but  it  csftinot  be  obedience 
that  is  passive. 

I  am.  Sir, 
Your  Highness's 

most  faithful  Servant, 

1770,  Aug.  Walter  Raleigh. 


XVI.  From  Sir  John  Harrington,  concerning  his  dog. 

Mr.  Urban,  * 

1  HE  inclosed  curious  and  authentic  remain  of  the  famo^us 
Sir  John  Harrington,  not  having  been  discovered  at  the  time 
of  the  publication  of  his  elegant  fugitive  pieces  in  the  little 
volume  of  Nttga  Antiqua^  printed  at  London  in  1669,  I 
must  beg  a  place  for  it  in  your  valuable  Repository,  where 
it  will  be  preserved,  and  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  truly  accept-^ 
able  to  man}'  of  youir  readers. 

Your  pccasional  correspondent, 

Antiquarius. 
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C&py  of  a  letter  from  Sir  John  Harrington  to  Prince  Henrjf^ 
son  to  King  James  I.  concerninge  his  Dogge. 

JS^elstonCy  June  I4f  1 60S* 

May  it  please  your  Highnesse  to  accept  in  as  goode 
sorte  what  I  now  oner  as  it  hath  done  aforetyme ;  and  I  may 
saic  I  pede  fausto-y  but  havi^no^  good  reason  to  thinke  your 
highnesse  had  goode,  will  and   likinge  to  reade  what  others 
have  tolde  of  my  rare  dogge,  I  will  even  give  a  brief  histo- 
rie  of  his  goode  deedes  and  straunge  feats ;  and  herein  will 
I  not  plaie  the  curr  myselfe,  but  in  goode  soothe  relate? 
what  is  no  more  nor  lesse  than  bare  verity.       Although  I 
mean  not  to  disparage  the  deedes  of  Alexander's  horse,  I 
will  match  my  dogge  against  him  for  good  carriage,  for  if 
he  did  not  bear  a  great  prince  on  his  back,  I  am  bolde  ta 
saie  he  did  often  bear  the  sweet  wordes  of  a  greater  prin- 
cesse  on  his  necke.     I  did  once  relate  to  your  Highnesse 
after  what  sorte  his  tacklinge  was  wher^withe  he  did  sojourn 
from  my  hovrse  at  the  bathe  to  Green wiche  Palace,  and  de- 
liver up  to  the  cowrte  there  such  matters  as  were  entrusted 
to  his  care.    This  he  hathe  often  done,  and  came  safe  to  the 
bathe,  or  my  bowse  here  at  Kelstone,   with  goodlie  re- 
turnes  from  such  nobilitie  as  were  pleasede  to  emploie  him; 
nor  was  it  ever  tolde  our  ladie  queene  that  this  messenger 
did  ever  blab  ought  conceniinge  his  highe  truste,  as  others 
tave  done  in  more  special  matters.     Neither  must  it  be 
forgotten  as  how  he  once  was  sente  withe  two  charges  of 
sack  wine  from  the  bathe  to  my  hovvse,  by  my  man  Combe; 
and  on  his  way  the  cordage  did  slackene,  but  my  trustie 
bearer  did  now  bear  himselfe  so  wisely  as  to  covertly  hide 
one  fl^ket  in  the  rushes,  and  take  the  other  in  his  teethe  to 
the  howse,    after  whiche  he  wente  forthe  and  retumede 
withe  the  other  parte  of  his  burden  to  dinner;  hereat  yr 
b;ghq€sse  may  perchance  marvele  and  doubte,  but  we  have 
Jivinge  testimonie  of  those  who  wroughte  in  the  fieldes  and 
espjedc  his  worke,  and  now  live  to  tell  they  did  muche 
longe  to  pfaie  the  dogge  and  give  stowage  to  the  wine 
themselves,  but  they  did  refrain  and  watchede  the  passinge 
of  this  whole  businesse.      1  need  not  saie  ho  we    muche 
I    dide    once    grieve  at  missinge    this   dogge,    for    on 
my    journiee  towardes    Londone,    some   idle   pastimers 
4id    diverte   themselves    withe    huntinge   mallards    in  a 
ponde,   and  couvveyed   him  to  the  Spanish  ambassador's^ 
where  in  a  happie  houre  after  six  weekes   I  did  heare 
o^'  him;  but  suche  was  the  cowrte  he  did  pay  to  the  Don^  that 
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he  was  uolesse  in  good  likinge  there  than  at  home.  Nor 
did  the  household  listen  to  my  claim,  or  challenge,  till  I 
rested  my  suite  on  the  dogges  own  proofs,  and  made  him 
performe  such  feates  before  the  nobles  assembled,  as  put  it 
past  doubt  that  I  was  his  master.  I  did  send  him  to  the  hall 
in  the  time  of  dinner,,  and  made  him  bringe  thence  a 
pheasant  out  the  dish,  which  created  much  mirthe,  but 
much  more  when  he  returnede  at  my  commandment  to  thd 
table  again,  and  put  it  again  in  the  same  cover.  Here- 
with the  companie  was  well  content  to  allowe  me  my  claim, 
and  we  bothe  werq  well  content  to  accept  it,  and  came 
homewardes.  I  could  dwell  more  on  this  ipatter,  but  jubes 
renovare  do/orern;  I  will  now  saie.  in  what  manner  he  died. 
As  we  traveled  towards  the  bathe,  he  leapede  on  my  horses 
cecke,  and  was  more  earneste  in  fawninge  and  courtinge 
my  notice  than  what  I  bad  observed  for  time  backe,  and 
after  my  chidinge  his  disturbing  my  passinge  for\yards,  he 
^ave  me  some  glances  of  such  affection  as  movede  me  to 
cajole  him ;  but  alass  he  crept  suddenly  into  a  thorny  brak^ 
and  died  in  a  short  time.  Thus  I  have  strove  to  rehearse 
«uch  of  his  deeds  as  maie  suggest  much  more  to  yr  high- 
nesse  thought  of  this  dogge.  But  havinge  saide  so  much 
of  him  in  prose,  I  will  say  somewhat  too  in  verse,  as  you 
may  find  hereafter  at  the  close  of  this  historic.  Now  let 
Ulysses  praise  his  dogge  Argus,  or  Tobite  be  led  by  that 
dogge  whose  name  doth  not  appeare,  yet  could  I  say  such 
things  of  my  Bungey,  for  so  was  he  styled,  as  might 
shame  them  both,  either  for  good  faith,  clear  wit,  or 
'wonderful  deeds;  to  saie  no  more  than  I  have  said  of  his 
bearing  letters  to  London  aiKl  Greenwiche  more  than  an 
.  hundred  miles.  As  I  doubte  not  but  your  highnesse  would 
love  my  dogee  if  not  myself,  I  have  been  thus  tedious  in 
his  storie,  and  againe  saie  that  of  all  the  dogges  near  your 
father's  court  not  one  hathe  more  love,  more  diligence  to» 
please,  or  less  pay  for  pleasinge,  than  him  I  write  of;  for 
verily  a  bone  would  conjtente  my  servante,  when  some  ex- 
pecte  greater  matters,  or  will  knavishly  find  out  a  bone  of 
contention, 

I  now  reste  your  highnesse  friend  in  all  service  that^ 
maye  suite  him. 

John  Harrington. 


t  ft 

32  Frmx^ueen  Henrieiid  Maria  to  Charles  / 

P.  S.  The  verses  above  spoken  of  are  ia  my  book  of  etri-' 
grams  in  praise  of  my  dogge  Bungey  to  Mora  us*.  And  I 
have  an  excellente  picture  curiously  limned  to  remain  in 
my  posterity. 

1774,  Ftb. 


XVII.  Pronl  Queen  Henrietta  Maria  to  Cbarlts  L 

My  dear  heart,! 

This  bearer,  Skipwitb,  being  come  from  London  with  ^ 
passport,  I  have  been  glad  to  make  use  of  him,  to  carry  you 
this  letter,  the  subject  of  which  is,  that  the  Lords  Say^ 
Salisbury,  Manchester,  Pym,  arid  Hampden,  have  sent 
this  messenger  to  know  of  me,  if  I  will  hearken  to  a  peace, 
and  induce  you  to  resume  the  treaty,  and  grant  the  terms 
proposed  by  them  at  Oxford ;  and  that  he  could  shew  so 
many  reasons  for  it,  that  I  would  agree  to  it ;  and  if  you 
would  hearken  to  the  oVerture,  they  would  send  Manches- 
ter, with  some  other  lords,  and  Hampden  and  Stapleton,  to 
satisfy  me ;  and  have  promised  this  bearer,  that  till  his  re-* 
turn,  Essex's  army  should  not  advance ;  which  *  I  have 
thought  for  your  service.  Send  me  an  answer  to  this  letter 
speedily,  what  you  would  have  me  do,  with  punctual  di- 
rections; and  let  nobody  know  any  thing  of  it  but  Culpep- 
perf,  for  secrecy  is  recomniended,  and  on  my  part,  I  shall 
keep  it  inviolably.- 

Fork,  this  5th  of  Mai/ f  16^3. 

The  same  to  the  same. 

My  pear  heart,  Burlington,  25 fh  Feb.  1643i 

As  soon  as  I  landed^  1  dispatched  Progers  to  you*;  but 
having  learnt  to-day  that  he  was  taken  by  the  enemy,  I  send 
this  bearer  to  give  you  an  account  of  my  arrival,  which  ha« 
been  very  successful,  thaiik  God;  for  as  rough  as  the  sea 
was  when  I  first  crossed  it,  it  was  now  as  caira,  till  I  canoe 
within  a  few  leagues  of  Newcastle ;  and  on  the  coast  the 


*  Book  ill.  Ep' gram  21. 

f  Culpepper  was  a  better  courtier  than  Hyde  <5r  Falk1aii(>|  and  therefore  more 
ft  f&Voutite.    He  was  a  man  of  a  most  acute  pe<xetratioil« 
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Wind  changed  to  N.  W.  and  obliged  us  to  make  for  Burling- 
ton bay,  wh^re,  after  two  days  lying  in  the  road,  our  ca- 
valry  arrived.     I  immediately  landed,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing the  rest  of  the  troops  came  in.     God  who  protected  me- 
at sea,  has  also  done  it  at  land;  for  this  night  four  of  the 
parliament  ships  came  in  without  our  knowledge,  and  at 
4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  had  the  alarm,  and  sent  to  the 
harbour  to  secure  our  boats  of  ammunition;  but  about  an 
hour  after,  these  four  ships  began  so  furious  a  cannonading, 
that  they  made  us  get  out  of  our  beds,  and  quit  the  village 
to  them ;  at  least  us  women,  for  the  soldiers  behaved  very 
resolutely  in  protecting  the  ammunition,     I  must  now  play 
the  Captain  Bess  us,  and  speak  a  little  of  myself.     One  of 
these  ships  did  me  the  favour  to  flank  my  house,  whibh 
fronted  the  pier,  and  before  I  was  out  of  bed   the  balls 
whistled  over  me,    and  you  may  imagine  I  did  not  like  the 
musici     Evei'y  body  forced  me  out,  the  balls  beating  down 
our  houses;  so,  dressed  as  I  could,  t  went  on  foot  some  dis- 
tance from  the  village,  and  got  shelter  in  a  ditch,  like  those 
we  h^ve  seen  about  Newmarket;  but  before  1  could  reach 
it,  the  balls  sung  merrily  over  our  heads,  and  a  Serjeant  was 
killed  20  paces  from  me.     Under  this  shelter  we  remained 
two  hours,  the  bullets  flying  over  us,  and  sometimes  cover- 
ing us  with  earth.     At  last  the  Dutch  Admiral  sent,  to  tell 
them,  that,  if  they  did  not  give  over,  he  would  treat  them' as 
enemies.    This  was  rather  of  the  latest^  but  he  excused  him- 
self on  account  of  a  fog.     Upon  this  the  parliament  ships 
went  oflF;    and  besides,    the  tide  ebbed,  and  they  would 
have  been  in  shoal  watei*.    As  soon  as  they  were  withdrawn, " 
I  returned  to  my  house,  not  being  willing  that  they  should 
boast  of  having  driven  me  away.     About  noon  I  set  out  for 
the  town  of  Burlington,  and  ail  this  day  we  have  been  land-  ' 
ing  our  ammunition.  It  is  said,  one  of  the  parliament  cap- 
tains went  before,  to  reconnbitre  my  lodging;  and  1  assure 
yon  he  had  marked  it  exactly,  for  he  always  fired  at  it.     I 
can  say,   with  truth,  that  by  land  and  sea,  I  have  been  iti 
sottie  danger,  but  God  has  preserved  me; -and  I  confide  in 
his  goodness,  that  he  will  not  desert  me  in  other  things.  I  pro- 
test to  you,  in  this  confidence  I  would  face  cannon,  but  I 
know  we  must  not  tempt  God.     I  must  now  go  and  eat  a 
morsel ;  for  I  have  taken  nothing  to  day  but  3  eggs,  and 
slept  very  little.*' 

The  same  to  the  same. 


(C 


As  I  was  closing  my  letter.  Sir  L.  Dives  is  arrived,  (who 
has  told  me  all  that  passed  at  Hull :  do  not  lose  courage, 
VOL.  m,  .  D 
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and  pursue  the  business  with  resolution,  for  you  must  no^ 
shew  that  you  Veill  make  good  what  you  have  undertaken;  if 
the  man  who  is  in  the  place  will  not  submit,  you  have  al- 
ready declared  him  a  traitor.  You  must  have  hinj  alive  or 
dead;  for  there  is  no  joke  in  all  this.  You  must  declare 
yourself;  you  have  shewn  gentleness  enough,  you  must  now 
shew  your  firmness.  You  see  what  has  happened  from  not 
having  followed  your  first  resolution,  when  you  declared 
the  five  members  traitors;  let  that  serve  you  for  an  example^ 
dally  no  longer  with  consultations,  but  proceed  to  action.  I 
heartily  wished  myself  in  the  place  of  my  son  James,  ia 
Hull;  I  would  have  thrown  the  scoundral  Uotham  over  the 
wails,  or  he  should  have  thrown  me.  I  am  in  such  haste  to 
dispatch  this, bearer,  that  I  can  write  to  nobody  else.  Go 
boldly  to  work,  as  I  see  there  is  no  hope  of  accomnioda^ 
tion/&cV* 

'  The  same  to  the  samCm 

AIy  DEAft  HEART, 

'^  I  thought  to  have  sent  you  this  other  letter  before,  hat 
the  person  I  meant  to  send  it  by,  being  so  useful  here 
for  your  servicej  I  could  not  spare  him  sooner.  It  is 
chiefiy  to  remind  you  of  your  promise  to  me  at  Dover,  and 
since,  by  letter,  that  you  woiild  never  consent  to  an  act^om-* 
xnodation,  without  my  knowledge  and  interposition.  As  to 
myself,  it  is  of  no  great  consequence,  perhaps;  butif  yoti 
do  not  take*  care  of  those  wl^o  suffer  for  you,  it  will  be  your 
ruin;  and  believe  not  any  who  shall  tell  you,  that  with 
time  you  may  bring  them  back  again.  If  you  do  not  in-* 
elude  them  in  a  general  indemnity,  they  are  undone  r  I  do 
,4iot  say  allj  for  assur9dly  some  will  save  themselves;  what  X 
speak  to  you  about  is,  for  those  whofn  the  parliament 
would  ruin,  because  they  are  too  much  for  you;  as  Digby, 
Jermyn,  Percy,  sind  Onealf .  How  absurd  would  it  be  to 
pardon  those  who  are  in  open  opposition  to  you,  and  to  for-* 
get  those  who  have  been  for  you.    I  know  thts  ean  ncye^r 


«  i<   I     I      ,  i*i|-| 


*  This  is  part  of  a  tetter,  ttoA  luls  d€^  date.  The  king  mdcde  his  ctfempt  cm 
HuUin  April,  1642.  The  accounts  of  it  in  Ctarendoh,  and  Carte's  life  of  tl^e 
U.  of  OtiXiond,  are  wdl  worth  reading^. 

f  These  persons'  were  particularly  obtoxioQS  to  the  parKatnent ;  tbelirst, 
for  the  active  part  he  topk  in  defence  of  Lord  Strafford,  agaiast  the  bill  of 
attainder ;  the  others,  for  the  share  they  hac?,  at  the  queen's  insti^^on,  in. 
the  iptri^ue  for  getting  the  army  theq  ioidooi,  and  in  the  north,  t»  declare  fov 
the  king.  . 
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proceed  from  yourself;  but!  they  will  persuade  you^  thlut 
you  should  not  be  obstinate  on  this  head ;  that  individuals 
should  not  ^tand  in  the  way  of  accommodation.    That  is 
true,  in  some  sense ;  but  it  is  of  the  highest  consequence 
to  yourovm  honour,  not  to  abandon  your  friends;    You  will 
see  that  the  parliament  will  never  give  up  their  creatures| 
and  do  you  think,  that  if  you  shew  firmness  on  your  side, 
they  wul  break  off  t^eatin?  on  that  account?  Not  in  the 
least;  they  find  too  much  advantage  by  keeping  up  a  nego* 
tiatioUj  to  break  it  off  for  the  sake  of  three  or  four  pei^ons. 
It  is  true,  that  if  you  act  as  you  have  done,  notwithstanding 
all  the  promises  you  have  made  me,  you  will  be  the  sufferer. 
1  beg  of  you  to  observe,  if  the  parliament  recede  from  any 
thing  they  have  once  undertaken :  if  you  take  the  course 
you  did  Jast  summer  in  Scotland^  adieu  to  royalty.    For  my 
part,  I  can  endure  any  things  and  live  as  a  vagabond^,  and 
let  you  follow  the  councils  of  those  who  think  themselves 
wiser  than  me.     If  I  see  any  prospect  of  accommodation^ 
you  wilt  allow  me  to  send  you  the  terms  you  should  stan4 
upon;  if  you  approve  of  them,  keep  them  by  yoii;  if  not, 
bum  them,  and  say  nothing;  and  let  nobo(ly  Know  I  have 
sent  any  )such  hints ;  not  even  those  who  ttsed  tO"  see  m^ 
letters; 

Adieii  dear  heart." 

N.  6.   The  volume  containing  these  letters  is  markecl 
V379,  in  th^  Harleian  catalogue. 
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X  HE  followiiig  letters  will  afford  amusement,  i  It  has  been . 
tisual  with  Mn  Foote,  during  the  suspension  of  the  Thea-- 
tres  Royal,  t6  entertain  the,  lovers  dt  thO  drama  .with  some 
new  pieces  (chiefly  of  humour)  at  the  Little  Theatre  in  the 
Haymarket  Biit  unluckily,  this  yearns  performance,  called 
A  Trip  to  Calais^  met  with  a  check  from  the  lord  chamber- 
lain, who  refused  to  licence  it.  In  hopes,  however,  of 
softening"  the  rigour  of  his  lordsbip^s  sentence^  Mr.  Foote 
wrote  to  him  as  follow; : 

*  V^mpMU  des  champs  is  the  phrase^ 

pa 
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*'  My  lord,  I  did  intend  troubling  your  lordsiiip  with 
an  earlier  address,  but  the  day  after  I  received  your  pro- 
hibitory mandate,,  I  had  the  honour  of  a  visit  from  Lord 
^ountstuart,  to  whose  interposition  I  find  I  am  indebted 
for  your  first  commands,  relative  to  The  Trip  to  Calais^  by 
Mr.  Chetvvynd,  and  your  final  rgection  of  it  by  Col.  Keen. 

Lord  Mountstuart  has,  I  presume,  told  your  lordship, 
that  he  read  with  me  those  Scenes  to  which  your  lordship 
objected;  that  he  found  them  collected  from  general  nature, 
stnd  applicable  to  none  but  those  who,  through  conscious- 
ness, were  compelled  to  a  self  application :  to  such  mnnds^ 
my  lord,  the  Whole  Duty  uf  Man,  next  to  the  sacred  writ- 
ings, is  the  severest  satire  that  ever  was  wrote,  and  to  the  same 
mark,  if  comedy  directs  not  her  aim,  her  aiTows  are  shot  in  the 
air;  for  by  what  touches  no  man,  no  man  will  be  mended. 
Lord  Mountstuart  desired  that  I  would  suffer  him  to  take  the 
play  with  him,  and  let  him  leave  it  with  the  Duchess  of 
Kingston :  he  had  my  consent,  my  lord,  and  at  the  same 
time  an  assurance^  that  1  was  willing  to  make  any  alteration 
that  ber  grace  -would  suggest.  Her  grace  saw  the  play, 
knd,  in  consequence,  I  saw  her  grace;  with  the  result  of 
that  interview,  I  shall  not,  at  this  time,  trouble  your  joird- 
$h'^p.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  necessary  to  observe,  that  hor 
grace  could  not  discern,  which  your  lordship,  I  dare  say, 
-  will  readily  believe,  a  single  trait  in  the  character  olF  Lady 
Kitty  Crocodile,  that  resembled  herself. 

After  this  representation,  your  lo^^dehip  will,  I  doubt  not^ 
permit  me  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  my  labour;  nor  will  you 
think  it  reasonable,  because  a  capricious  individual  has 
^  taken  it  into  her  head,  that  I  have  pinned  her  ruffles  awry,  that 
I  should  be  punished  by  a  poniard  stuck  deep  in  my  heart : 
,  your  lordship  has  too  much  candour  and  justice  to  be  the 
instrument  of  so  violent  and  ill-directed  a  blow. 

Your  lordship's  determination  is  not  only  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  me  now,  but  must  inevitablydecide  niy  fate 
for  the  future ;  as,  after  this  defeat,  it  will  be  impossible 
for  me  to  muster  up  courage  enough  to  face  folly  again. 
Between  the  muse  and  the  magistrate  there  is  a  natural 
confederacy;  what  the  last  cannot  punish,  the  first  often 
corrects:  but  when  she  finds  herself  not  ojily  deserted  by 
\  her  ancient  ally,  but  sees  him  armed  in  the  defence  of  her 
foe,  she  has  nothing  left  but  a  speedy  retreat.  Adieu  then, 
my  lord,  to  the  stage.  Valeat  res  ludic-a  ;  to  which  I  hope 
I  may  with  justice  add,  Plaudite^  as,  during  my  continu- 
ance in  the  service  of  the  public,  I  never  profited  by  "flat- 
tering their  passions^  or  falliog  in  with  their  humours ;  as. 
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i}}K>R  all  occasions,  I  have  eicerted  my  Uttle  powers,  (a9,  in^ 
deed,  I  thought  it  my  duty)  in  exposing  follies,  how  much 
soever  the  fevourites  of  the  day;  and  pernicious  prejudices, 
however  protected  and  popular.  This,  my  lord,  has  beei| 
tlone,  if  those  may  be  believed  who  have  the  best  ri|2^ht  tq 
know,  sometimes  with  success;  let  me  add  too,  that,  in 
doing  this,  I  never  lost  my  credit  with  the  public,  becaus© 
they  knew  I  proceeded  upon  principle,  that  I  disdained  be- 
ing either  the  echo  or  the  instrument  of  any  man,  however 
exalted  his  station^  and  that  I  never  received  reward  or  pro**^ 
tection  from  any  other  hands  than  their  own,  « 

t  have  the  hdhour  to  be,^  &c. 

Samuel  FooTE.** 

About  ttie  same  time,  Aug.  13,  Mr.  Foote  wrote  as  &i^ 
lows,  to  the  Duchess  of  Kingston. 

**  Madi^m;  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  a  friend  of 

fonr  grace's,  (he  has  begged  me  not  to  mention  his  name,  but 
suppose  your  grace  will  easily  guess  him,)  has  just  leftme^ 
He  has  explained  to  me,  what  i  did  not  conceive,  that  the 
publication  of  the  scenes  in  the  Trip  to  Calaisy  at  tbi?»  junc- 
Uire,  with,  the  dedication  and  preface,  might  he  of  infinite 
ill  consequence  to  your  affairs. 

I  really,  madam,  wish  you  no  ill,  and  should  be  ^rry  to 
do  you  an  injury.    . 

1  therefore  give  up  to  that  consideration  what  neitlier  yom 
grace's  offers,  nor  the  threats  of  your  agents,  could  obtain ; 
the  scenes  shall  not  be  published,  nor  shall  2^ny  thing  appear 
at  my  Theatre,  or  from  me,  that  can  hurt  you ;  provided 
the  attacks  niiKle  on  me  in  the  newspapers  uo  not  make  it 
necessary  for  me  to  act  in  defence  of  myself. 

Your  grace  will  therefore  see  ^he  necessity  of  giving 
proper  directions. 

*    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &o. 

North-end^  Aug.  \Z.  Sam.  F60TE.** 

c 

This  letter  pro(li*ced  the  following  ^rite4  sinswer,  by  a 
servant. 

To  IVfR.  FodTE. 

**  Sir,  I  was  at  dinner  when  I  received  your  ill-ju4gcd 
letter.  As  there  is  little  consideration  required^  I  shaU 
sacrifice  a  n^oment  tq  a^iswer  it.  • 

A  member  of  your  Privy  Council  ca^  never-  hope  to  be  oC 
jl^  lady's  cabinet^  »  . 
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I  l^aow  too  well  what  is  due  to  my  ovm  dignity,  to  entef 
}nto  a  cpmpfomise  with  an  extortionable  assa^^n  of  private 
reputation.  If  I  before  abhorred  you  f^r  your  slander,  1  no\if 
despise  you  for  your  concessions;  it  is  a  proof  qf  the  illi- 
berality  of  your  satire,  when  you  can  publish  or  suppress  it 
M  best  suits  the  needy  conveyance  of  your  pursue.  You 
tixst  had  the  cowardly  baseness  to  draw  the  sword,  and,  if! 
sheath  it  until  (  make  you  crouch  U^e  the  subservfeht  vassal 
as  you  are,  then  is  there  not  spirit  in  an  ii\)ured  woman  ooir 
Ibeanness  in  a  slanderous  buffoon. 

To  a  man  my  sex  alone  would  have  scfeened  me  from 
attack — but  I  am  wpjting  to  the  descendai]t  of  a  merry* 
andrew,  ^nd  prostitute  the  te^rm  of  manhood  by  applying  it 
\o  Mr.  Poote.  * 

ClQthed  in  my  innoceMe  as  in  a  coat  of  mail,  t  am  prool^ 
ligainst  an  host  of  foes,  and,  cpQScioij^  of  qever  having 
intentionally  offended  a  single  individual,  I  doubt  not  but  a 
brave  and  generous  public  will  protect  me  from  the  malevo- 
lence of  a  theatrical  assassin,  Yqu  shall  have  cause  to  re^ 
tnember,  that,  though  I  would  have  given  liberally  for  th€^ 
irelief  of  your  necessities,  I  scorn  to  be  bullied  into  a  pur^* 
eh^se  of  your  silence. 

There  is  something,  however,  in  your  pity  at  which  my 
nature  revolts.  To  make  me  an  offer  of  pity  at  once  betray$ 
your  insolence  and  your  vanity,  I  will  keep  th^  pity  you 
send  until  the  morning  before  you  are  turned  o6F,  when  I  will 
ipeturn  it  by  a  cupid  with  a  box  qf  lip-salve,  and  s|.  choir  of 
choinsters  shall  cliauni  a  stave  to  your  requiem.       ' 

Ktngston-hotise,  Jug.  iS.  E.  Kingston. 

1?.  S.  You  would  have  received  this  gqpner,  but  the  s^^ 
yant  has  been  a  Iqng  time  writing  it. 

To  this  letter  Mr.  Foote  replie<^, 

Tq  the  Duchess  of  Kingston* 

Madam,  though  I  have  neither  time  nor  inclination  t<k 
answer  the  itlibieral  attacks  of  ^oiir  agents,  yet  a  public  corr* 
r^pOQdehqe  with  your  grace  is  too  great  an  honour  for  mc^ 
to  decline*    I  cannot  help  thinking  but  it  would  have  beei^ 

Srudent  in  your  grace  to  have  answered  my  letter  before 
inner,  or  at  l^ast  postponed  it  to  the- cqol  hour  of  th^ 
Biofiiiag;  you  would  tb^n  have  found,  that  I  have  vol un« 
^jrjjy  pffantei  that  request  which  you  k^d  eqdeavQqred^  by 
f6' many  d}Herent  ways,  to  obtain.  ] 

ItOxd  lV|qunt8tiiart,'^  for  whose  ao^^h^  qualities  I  hav^  tht 
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Iiighest  respect,  and  whose  name  your  agents  fil^t  very  unne- 
cessarily produced  to  the  public,  must  recollect,  when  I 
had  the  honour  to  meet  him  at  Kingston-house,  by  your 
grace's  appointment,  that,  instead  of  begging  relief  frona 
your  cbantv,  I  rejected  your  splendid  offers  to  suppress  the 
lyip  to  Calais*  with  the  contempt  they  deserved.  Indeed^ 
madam,  the  humanity  of  my  royal  and  benevolent  master, 
and  the  public  protection^  have  placed  me  muoh  above  the 
reach  of  your  bounty. 

But  virhy,  madaip,  put  on  your  coat  of  mail  against  me? 
J  have  no  hostile  intentions.  Folly^  not  vice,  is  the  game 
I  pursue.  In  those  scenes  which  you  so  unaccountably  ap- 
ply to  yourself,  you  must  observe,  that  there  is  not  the 
slightest  hint  at  the  little  incidents  of  your  life.  I  am  bap-» 
py,  madam,  however,  to  hear  that  your  robe  of  innocence 
AS  in  such  perfect  repair;  I  was  afraid  it  might  have  been  a 
little  the  worse  for  the  wearitig:  may  it  hold  out,  to  keep 
you  warm  the  next  winter ! 

The  progenitors  your  grace  has  done  me  the  honour  toit 
91  ve  me,  are,  I  presume,  merely  metaphorical  persons,  and 
to  be  considered  as  the  authors  of  my  muse,,  and  not  of  my 
pjanhood :  a  merry-andrew  and  a  prostitute  are  no  bad  poet-* 
iccki  parents,  especially  for  a  writer  of  plays;  the  first  ta 
^iye  the  humour  and  mirth,  the  last  to  furnish  the  grac;e& 
and  powers  of  attraction. 

If  you  mean  that  I  really  owe  my  birth  to  that  nieasaat 
connection,  your  grace  is  grossly  deceived.  My  father  was^ 
in  truth,  a  yery  useful  magistrate,  and  respectable  country 
gentleman,  as  the  whole  county  of  Cornwall  wili  tell  you ; 
my  mother,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Good^re,  Bart, 
wfio  represented  thecounty  of  Hereford :  her  fortune  was  large, 
and  her  morals  irreproachable,  till  your  grace  condescended 
to  stain  them;  she  was  upwards  of  fourscore  years  old  w;iea 
she  died,  and,  what  will  surprise  your  grace,  was  never 
married  but  once  in  her  life.  I  am  obliged  to  your  grace  lor 
your  intended  pi^esent  on  the  day,  as  you  politely  express  it, 
when  I  ^m  to  be  turned  off.--rBut  where  wil(  your  graee^et  the 
cupid  to  bring  the  lip-salve? — that  family,  |  am  afraid^  ba9 
Ipng  quited  your  service, 

Pray,  madfam,  is  not  J^ ^n  the  name  of  your  female  / 

*  To  invalidate  this  fact  the  Rev.  John  Forster.  has  made  an  affi'lavit 
before  Sir  John  Fielding-,  impprtiiig,  that,  after  some  conversation  with  Mr. 
Poote  on  the  impn^ety  of  publishing  the  piece  in  question,  Mr«  Foate  ml* 
that,  unless  the  Duchess  of  Kingston  would  give  him  20001.  he  would  pubUtiJf 
the  "Bip  '    Calait,  with  •  preface  and  dedicati^  to  her  graces 
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confidential  -secretary?  and  is  she  not  generally  clothed  in- 
black  peticoais  nmde  out  of  yonr  weeds  ?  ' 
V  I  fancy  yonr  grace  took  the  hint  when  you  last  resided  at 
Komer  you  heard  tliere,  I  suppose,  of  a  certain  Joan,  who  ' 
was  once  elected  a  pope,  and,  in  humble  imitation,   have 
conyitfted  a  pious  parson  into  a  chambermaidl.     The  scheme 
is  new  in   this  country,  and  has,  doubtless,  its  particular 
pleasures.     That  you  may  never  want  the  beiiefit  of  the  clergy^  ' 
in  ev^ry    emergence,  is  the  sincere  wisli  of  your  grace's 
most  devoted  hutoble  servant, 

1775,  Jug.  Samuel  FooTE.'^ 


XIX.  Letter  containing  Strictures  on  Gray's  Posthumous  Works. 

IViR.  Urban, 

Observing  that  you  sometimes  admit  Latin  letters  into 
your  excellent  Miscellany,  I  send  you  one' in  that  language, 
(lately  written  to  a  friend,)  containing  free  strictures  on 
some  of  il/r.G/Y/yV  posthumous  pieces.  If  you  think  it  likelr 
to  alJord  any  entertainment  to  your  classical  readers,  yo» 
will,  perhap,  allqw  it  a  place  in  your  next  Magazine;  if  not. 
you  Will  oblige  the  writer  by  suppressing  it.  . 

Caerhaes,  Cpr)iwall,  Sept.  2U  q 

I^K-B— F— S.  D. 

Ego  rero,  Vir  Amicissim^i  vehementer  gaudeo  nudiua 
quartus  cognovisse  ex  literis  tuis,.  gregem  modo  Te  tuutn 
invisurum  iufsse  ^..^»«  ^„,  ■  plus  adeo  gavisurus,  si  bonum 
hoc  consilium,  ut  primum  potueris,  effectum  dederis.  *  *  * 
T.  SttfJIjt"  to"^"  ^""^^^^/^^^tius  Te  tnulto  atque  «?m««, 
quodammodo  legendis  ipse  statuerJm^    ConcTnnaJfpJ^ro 

^^^oTfr  •  ^"*'^»"?.  P^um  felicem  earn  et  male 
eanam,  Odes  huj  usee  Grajj, 

Barbaras  ades.aditure  mecum,  Kc. 

wxaHotatuOdR^  mellita.quidem  ilia,    ' 

Vila  si  Juris  tibi  perj'erati,  S(c 

^Srjte/^""^"  spimnte,  quicum  altera  ea  nil  nisi 
metrum  habet  commune  j  istius  interim  immemor,  ut  jure 
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quis  su&picari  posset,  quaip  Stptiviio*  suo  Romanus  dicavit 

foeta,  quamque  Anglus  ille  noster  ex  professo  imitabatur* 
nsignem  plane  prgeproperi,  et  currents  calamo,  haud  satis 
^d  amussim  exacti  judicii  errorem ! 

De  Jgrippina  vero  idem  tecum  sentio.  Nihil  hie  simplex 
nudumque;  niillus  adeo  verus  naturpe  color,  nulla  vox  f  sed 
compta,  sed  fucata,  sed  arcessita  omnia.  In  scenam  prouit 
princeps  fuemina,  mea  quidjenv  sententia  foeminarum  hand 
ita  absimilis  nostratium,  f  '^  fictis,  compositis,  crispisque 
cincinnis"— ^purpurata  probe  ac  purpurissata  probe — t  "cu* 
matile  et  plumatile,'^  ambitiosanimiura  ornamenta,  secum 
velut  in  pompana  tpihens;  perinde  quasi  prima  fuerit  et 
praecipua  imperatricis  Romana^  laus,  (ut  alia  translatione 
utar)  declamatorio  quodam  tonare  eloquio,  atque  ore  ro- 
tundo  loquk  Hanc  quidem  pol  Agrippinam^  sicut  mihi 
Fidetur,  ^^  iri  spongiani^**  potius^* uicubiiisse'*^  oportuit,  quein-^  . 
admodum  fere  de  AJace  suo  dixit  qitondaili  per  jboum  Au^ 
gustusy  quam  in  publicum  promi. 

Neque  aliter  forsan  de  Litcris  plerisque  Graii,  prosa  ora- 
tione  conscriptis,  acqnus  rerum  aestimator  judicarit.  Judi'«- 
cet  certe  leves  admodum  esse  eas  futilesqu*^,  nee  simplici 
demum  lectione,  nedum  Grjw  scriptore  dignas.  Non  pos-* 
sum  tamen  quin  ex'hac  qualicunque  censura  paucas  quasdam 
IB  Gallia  Italiaque  missas  iubens  excipiam.  Rectae  enim 
sunt,  pulchrae  et  jucundaEi ;  non  in  ostentauonem  illsD  nescio 
quarum  facetiarum  illiberalium,  sed  ad  animi  libeiam 
quandam  oblectationem  compositse,  omniqu^  gratiae  ac 
yeaustatis  laude  cumulatee.  Quin  et  res,  loca,  personas, 
varios  hominum  mores,  variaque  eorum  stuclia,  instituta,  vitafc 
jdelinimenta;  ad  hoc,  speciosa  quotquot  fere  suit  his  in  t^rris 
naturae  miracula,  et  quidquid  denique  ocutorum  uspiam 
au'riumve  judicio  subjiciatnr,  tarn  plane  ac  dilucide,  tam« 
que  vivis  egregiisque  coloribus  his  in  literis  exprimi  cerni- 
mus  et  depingi,  ut,  inter  legendas  eas,  niagis  clare  prope 
singula  ipente  liceat  cogitationeque  percipere,  quam  si  me- 
^iis  ipsi  in  rebus  versaremur.  -  ' 

Haud  scio  an  longiori  Te  fuerim  epistola  moraturus,  dic- 

'   turusque  quam  mihi  videatur  Graius  in  Latine  sci^ndo  atqiie 

^cribendo  deus,  ni  laudem   istiusmodi  et  parvi  Te  faoere 

viderem,  mihiqCie  deessent  omnia  faliacis  memoriae  subsidisL 

Nam  nee  Littletonus  hie,  nee  Ainsworthius  amicSim  prapbet 


*  Septimi,  Gades  aditure  mecunif  d^c* 

f  Voces  Plautinae,  quibns  mulitsbrem  in  oniati;  loxum  lepide  pingit  Poeta* 
ITruculeni.  Act.  II.  Sc.  2.  Epidic,  A.  II.  S.  2. J 


^  Suetoaius  in  Octavio^ 


\  ~ 


42  Mr,  G.  Va^tue^  to  Mi\  C.  Christian, 

c^em,  imo  vcro  ne  Colesius  qu|dem,  Ne  tijireris  igitur, 
yir  hiiiTianissime,  si  pure  minus,  ant  minus  polite,  loquar| 
qui  vix*  Latine  loqui  sciam.    Vale.  IX,  K^r  Septembris* 


XX*  Frpm  Mn  Gcorg«  Vcrtge,  to  Mr,  Charles  Cbristian^  coneera^ 

jng  ]Vti|ton*6  Pcirtrait, 

JHPr.  Christian, 

!PHAY  inform  my  Lard  Harley  that  I  have,  on  Thursday  laart, 
^eo  tthe  ^apR^^bter  of  Milton  the  poet  I  carried  with  ma 
two  or  thre^  aiffevent  prints  of  Milton's  picture,  which  she 
|nu^ec)iately  knew  to  be  like  her  father;  and  told  me  her 
mother-in-law  (if  living  in  Cheibi^e)  had  two  pictures  of 
liim,  oi>^  when  he  was  a  schooj-boy,  apcj  the  other  when  be 
wa&^bout  twenty.  She  knows  of  ne  other  picture  of  him, 
because  she  v^as  several  yeaj?s  in  Ireland,  both  before  stud 
after  his  dee^thMShe  was  the  youngest  of  Milton's^  daughter* 
by  hU  first;  wife^  and  was  taught  to  read  to  her  father  several 
languages. 

Mr.  Addison  was  desirous  to  seeher  once,  and  desired  she 
tprould  bripg  with  her  testimpnials  of  being  Milton's  daughter, 
but  ^  9qonasshe  came  in^Q  the  room  he  told  her  sho 
l>eeded  nqne,  her  face  having  ix>uch  o(  the  likeness  of  ihe 
pictures  he  h^d  seen  of  him. 

F<^  my  part,  I  find  the  features  of  her  face  veiy  much 
JHe  the  prints^  I  shev^ed  her  ^he  painting  I  have  to  engrave, 
il^bich  5he  believes  not  to  be  her  father's  picture,  it  neing 
of  ahrowji  complexion,  and  black  baif,  and  curled  iocks^~ 
On  the  0Qiitrai7,  he  wasi  of  a  fair  complexipn,  ^  little  re4 
|n  \i\&  cheeks,  and  light  hrovi^o  l^nk  hair^ 

•1776,  May.  George  Vertite. 


.  »i     ^l^"!         m^ 


*  Ita^ue  hercle  rereor,  ne  talem  t^mqne  gravcm  eg^omet  qooque  videar  xn, 
fne  jure  deriyasse  censuram,  qualem  jamoiim  comincrutsse.dicitur  A*.4tbm9S»'^ 
qui  "  kes  RcyitianaB'*  Romanws  **  oratione  Graeca  scriptitavit."  Vide  6i$  bane 
niVellain  apud  A.  GelUum  A>c/,  ^(/ic.'Ub.  ^^  ca^p^  S.  ^erqucun  ele^^autcri  Qio^^ 
|ttO|  oarr^taitt* 


1 

^ 


Prom  the  Rev,  Dr.  Stanhope,  43 

jKXI»  Frpm*  the  Rev.  Dr.  Suinhope,  Dean  pf  Canterbury,  tp  Miv 

* 

Coop  Mr.  BowyeH,  LewUham^  Jan,  31,  1712. 

It  is  with  very  great  concern,  that  I  heard  of  the  sad  disf 
mster  befallen  you*.  You  and  your  family  have  been  in 
great  part  the  subject  not  only  of  my  yirakiQc,  but  even  of 
iny  sleeping,  thoughts,  from  the  moment  the  itl  news  reached 
me.  You  are  a  person  of  understancjing  and  religion* 
enough  I  persuade  tnyself,  thoroughly  tobeiieve,  that£econ4 
pauses  have  a  wise  director,  and  that  none  of  our  calamities  are 
the  effect  o(f  chance.  This  thought,  I  doubt  not^  you  pur* 
6xie  through  all  its  just  consequences,  such  as  may  worlk  iu 
you  a  true  Christian  resignation  to  God^s  afflicting  provi^ 
dence,  and  render  you  contented  under  your  loss-,  nay  even 
thankful  fgr  it^  not  only  on  act!Ount  of  t6^  lives  whicn  have 
been  saved,  but  also  of  the  excellent  ffuits  this  affliction  may, 
aud,  I  hope,  will,  produce,  by  ypur  improvement  of  it* 
For  surely  humbling  one^  self  under  tlie  Almighty's  band; 
*  such  a  dread  of  his  power  and  justice  as  may  increase  the 
fear  of  offending  him;  I^ss  affection  for,  and  no  mannier of 
trust  in,  the  tenjpymcftts  of  this  world;  and  a  mpre  eager 
ilesir^  and  endeavour  after  those  in  a  better  state,  pf  whicH 
We  may  |*est  secure  that  they  csmnot  be  talcen  from  us,  are 
yeiy  natural  and  becoming  consequences  of  so  sad  and  sud<« 
den  a  calamity.  You,  pod  be  praised,  have  this  comfort  of 
})eing  far  from  the  condition  of  vhose  wretches,  wLom  the 
world  hath  reasgn  to  think  marked  out  for  vengeance,  but 
each  of  us,  who  looks  into  himself,  will  frnd  more  than 
enough  there,  to  justify  the  sevfsrest  dispensations  toward 
iim.  Or,  if  it  werengt,  which  yet  always  wiy  be,  so;  the 
|:>est  are  cot  abpye  tlie  improvement  of  their  virtues,  of 
firhich  great  adversities  are  an  eminent  exercise  and  proof 

The  post  wait^,  and  I  must  hasten.  My  heart'bleeds  for 
your  poor  wife.  God  sanctify  this  trouble  to  you  both;  and 
^ive  you  jhe  piety  and  the  reward  of  those  saint^,  who  fHake 
joyfully  the  spoiling  of  their  goods,  knowing  in  themselves^ 
that  tliey  have  a  better  and  more  enduring  substance  io 

^eaven-V     ^  ^  - 

your  sincere  Friend  and  Servant, 
1777,  Nov.  Geo.  Stanhope. 

*  The  total  destruction  of  bis  |Hrhititig-offic€,  an4  <^^  ^>9  property^  }ff  | 
.fiaai|DitPW.4re,  J^n.  30, 17124?T  •  '     '  . 


44  Lefters  <^  Mr.  Turner  a-nd  Mr.  Hughes. 

XXII.  Letteri  of  Mr.  Turner  and  Mr.  Hughes^ 

Mr.  Urean, 

J  OU  receive  herewith  six  original  letters  containing  some 
particulars  which  I  cannot  but  think  curious.  ^  If  they  a]>pear 
ta  you  ii>  the  si  me  light,  you  will  print  them  in  your  next. 

Yours,  &c. 

EifGENia 

LETTER  I. 

« 

Rev.  Mr.  Turner  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bonwicke* 

» 

St,  JohrHs  College^  Cambridge,  Dec.  31  >  1706, 

My  absence  fix)m  college  has  been  very  prejudicial  to  my 
interest;  and  to  regain  it,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  stay 
tiil  the  election  is  over,  which  will  be  about  the  latter  end 
of  March :  if  you  can  supply  my  place*  till  that  time,  I  will 
leturn;  if  not,  I  can  send  another  (though  not  upon  the 
Kune  terms  that  I  had.)  You  are  sensible,  sir,  I  believe, 
that  I  had  never  stayed  so  long  with  you,  or  at  least  had 
never  jwroroised  to  return,  bad  I  not  a  great  respect  to  your 
person,  aa  well  as  your  causef :  but  if  my  absence  till  Lady- 
day  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  your  interest,  I  will  sacri- 
fice my  own  to  serve  yours,  aiid  I  desire  you  to  believe  that 
there  IS  none .  in  the  world  that  more  heartily  studies  and 
wishes  your  good>  than  your  servant, 

R.  Turner, 

The  death  of  sonr^  of  our  fellows  has.  been  strangely 
foretold  by  an  apparition  of  one  of  our  fellows  that  died  four 
or  five  years  ago,  and  is  attended  by  such  notable  circum- 
stances as  put  it  past  all  doubt:  but  I  am  in  haste,  and can^ 
not  give  you  a  particular  account  of  it.  You  will  have  it,  I 
believe  from  Mr.  Hughes  J,  very  shortly;  if  not,  I  will  give 
you  an  account  of  it  in  my  next. 


^^ 


*  OI<«fr^er  to  the seh<»l-  which  Mr.  B.  thenkept  a^t  Ileadley  in  Suny, 
f  Allud  ng  to  his  suHeriDgs  a»a  noti-jnror. 
4'  Feilonr  of  Jesus  college.  See  iett.  IL 


Letitn^^  Mr.  Turner  and  Mn  Hitghet*  4S 

LETTER  IL 

Rev,  Mr,  Hughes  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bonwicke 

Jem$  CoikgCy  Jan.  %  1706-7* 
D£AR  Sir, 

I  CANNOT  but  return  you  knanv  thanks  for  your  very  kind 
letter,  and  assure  you  that  I  shali  think  myself  as  happy  ia 
your  keeping  up  this  correspondence,  if  you  think  it  worth  * 
yo»r  while,  as  you  canjxissibly  do,     I  promised  Mr.  Turner 
that  I  would  write  to  you  long  before  this;  but  this  Christ- 
mas time  has  so  diverted  me,  that  I  was  forced  to  defer  it 
till  after  the  holidays.     Wc  have  no  manner  of  news  stirring 
at  Cambridge  that  is  w<wth  sending  you.     Dr.  Turner,  <^ 
Greenwick*,  has  lately  put  on  an  answer  to  the  preteniWd 
Rights  of  the  Churchf.     I  have  not  read  it  tnyself  but  I 
heard  from  a  very  good  judge,  that  it  was  no  contemptibljt 
piecd;  and  that,  if  it  had  been  in  better  times,  the  doctor 
would  have  wrote  an  excellent  book. .  I  hear^  likewise,  that 
Dr.    Potter,   author  of  the  Greek  Antiquities,    and  now 
chaplain  to  his  Grace  of  Canterbury,  [Tenison,]  is  just 
publishing  an  answ^  ta  itj;.     I  wish  to  God  it  was  substan* 
tially  answered  (though  I  nmst  ingenuously  confess  I  do  not 
much  expect  it  at  present;)    for  the  Whig  party  triumphs 
upon  it  at  a  strange  rate,  and  some  do  not  stick  to  say  that 
it  is  unanswerable.     Mx*.  Professor  Whiston  is  chosen  t« 
preach  Boyle's  lectures  for  this  next  year.     His  subject  i« 
upon  the  expletion  of  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment§ ;  a  very  nice  subject,  and  worthy  of  a  great  master  ; 
and,  indeed,  I  believe  Mr.  W.  is  equal  to  it  in  all  the  partSL 
I  expect  ^reat  things  from  him.    These  are  all  the  scraps 
that  I  could  pick  up  to  entertain  yott  withal;  and,  indeed,  I 
should  have  been  obliged  to  have  ended  with  half  a  letter, 
had  not  an  unusual  story  come  seasonably  into  my  relief. 

One  Mr.  Shaw,  formerly  fellow  of  St.  John's  college,  and  . 
late  minister  of  a  college  liviiig||,  within  twelve  miles  of 

-4 — — '     

*  Vicar  of  that  parish,  residentiary  of  Liucoln,  and  prebendary  of  Canter- 
Imry.     He  died  nso. 

f  This  ren^rkable  tract  l^whksh  occasioned  a  long  controversy,  greatly 
alarmed  the  clergy,  and  was  ordered  by|the  Mouse  ofCominons,  in  1710,  to  bs 
'burnt  in  the  same  flames  with  Dr.  SacheverelPs  sermon)  was  written  by  Dr. 
Matthew  Tindal.  See  a  note  on  letter  V. 

}  "  A  Disonorse  4>f  Church  Government,  Oxf.  1707."  ' 

§  They  were  afterwacds  printed  un4«r  the  title  of,  The  Accomplishment  of 
Scripture  Prophecies. 

tl  SCFuidetn.'  ' 
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Oxford,  as  he  Was  sitting  one  night  by  himself,  smoafeirig  a 
pipej  and  reading,  observed  soqictbody  to  open  the  door; 
he  turned  back,  and  Saw  one  Mr.  Nailor,  a  fellOTF-colIegian^' 
an  intimate  friend,  apd  who  had  been  4,ead  five  years,  come 
into  the  room.  The  gentleman  came  in  exactly  in  the  sam6 
dress  and  manner  that  he  used  at  college.  Mr.  Shavir  was 
something  surprised  at  first;  but  in  a  litue  time  recollecting 
himself,  he  desired  him  td  sit  down :  upon  which  Mr.  N* 
drew  a  chair,  and  sat  by  him;  they  had  a  conference 
of  about  an  hour  and  an  half  The  chief  of  the  particulars  . 
ivere  these;  he  told  him,  **that  be  was  sent  to  give  him 
warning  of  his  denth,  which  Would  be  in  a  Very  short  timej'* 
knd,  if  I  mistake  notj  he'  added,  that  his  death  would  b^ 
sudden.  Hen>erltioned>  likewise,  sevefial  others  of  St.  John's^ 
j>articularly  the  famous  Auchard,  who  is  ^ince  dead.  Mr.  S. 
ftskedif  be  could  not  give  him  another  visit  t  he  answered 
tio,  alleging,  **  that  his  time  allotted  was  bilt  three  days, 
and  that  be  had  others  to  see^  who  were  at  a  great  distance.'* 
Mr.  Shaw  had  a  great  desire  to  inquire  about  his  present . 
Condition,  but  wa3  afraid  to  mention  it,  hot  knowing  how  i^ 
Ivould  be  taken.  At  last  he  expressed  himself  in  thisi  man- 
ner: "Mr,  N,  how  if  it  with  you  in  the  other  world?"  he 
answered  with  a  brisk  and  chearful  countenance,  *'rery 
well'\  Mr.'  Shaw  proceeded  and  askedj  "  are  there  apy  of 
t)ur  old  friends  with  you?'*  he  replied^  "not  one."  After 
their  discourse  was  over,  he  took  his  leave  and  went  out. 
Mr.  Sb>Lw  ofFei^ed  to  go  with  him  oiit  of  the  room;  but  he 
beckonejd  with  his  hiuid  that  he  should  stay  where  he  was. 
Mr.  Nailor  seeitt^d  to  turn  intothenext  room,  andso^entoff. 
This  Mr.  ShavV  the  next  day  made  his  will,  the  conference 
had  so  far  affected  him ;  and  not  long  after,  being  takeit 
witii  an  apoplectic  fit  while  he  was  reading  the  divine 
service,  he  fell  out  of  the  desk,  and  died  immediately  after- 
He  was  ever  looked  upon  to  be  a  pious  man,  ^rid  a  good 
scholar;  only  some  object,  ^hat  he  was  indinable  to  me^ 
lancholy.  He  told  this  story  himself  to  Mr.  Groves,  fellovf 
of  St.  John's,  and  a  particular  friend  of  his,  and  who  lay  at 
his  house  last  summejr.  - 

Mr.  G.  upon  his  return  to  CambridgCj  met  with  one  of  hij 
college  who  told  him  that  Mr.  Auchard  was  dead^  w^io  waff 
particularly  mentioiied  by  Mr;  Shaw.  He  kept  the  business 
secret,  till,  hearing  of  Mr.  Shaw's  own  death,  he  told  the 
whole  story.  He  is  a  person  far  enough  from  inv.enting  such 
a  story ;  and  he  tells  it'm  all  companies  without  any  mannei'of 
variation.  We  are  mightily  divided  about  it  ar  Oambrldge^  some 
heartily  embracitig  it,  and  others  rej  opting'  it  as  a  ridi^ulpttis 
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fct<Mry,  and  the  eflfect  of  spleen  and  melancholy-  For  my 
Own  part,  I  must  acknowledge  myself  one  of  those  w*ho 
beliere  it,  having  not  met  with  any  thing  yet  sufficient  to 
invalidate  it  As  to  the  little  sceptical  oojections  that  are 
generally  used  upon  this  occasipu,  they  seem  £o  be  v^ry 
weak  in  themselves,  and  will  prove  of  dangerous  conse- 
^uem:es|  if  applied  to  matters  of.  a  more  important  liature*/ 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

yours,  most  sincerely, 

J.  Hughes. 

Mr.  Turner  is  very  well,  and  I  hope  in  a  fair  prospect  of  a 
fellowship. 

LETTER  III. 

JVIr.  Turner  to  Mr.  Bonwicke. 

Cambridge y  Jmi*  21,  1706-7* 

Sib, 

There  is  a  circumstance  relating  to  the  story  of  the  appari«> 
lion,  which  adds  a  great  confirmationto  it;  which  I  suppose.' 
Mr.  Hughes  did  not  ^1  you.  There  is  one  Mr.  Cartwright*,  k 
Member  of  Parliamentt,  a  man  of  good  credit  and  integrity, 
an  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Shaw's,  who  told  the  same  stoiy 
with  Dr.  Groves  (which  he  had  from  Mr.  Shaw)  at  the  Abp. 
of  Canterbury'' sjable:  but  he  says  further,  that  Mr.  Shaw 
told  him  of  some  great  revolutions  in  state,  which  he  will 
not  discover,  being  either  obliged  to  silence  by  Mr.  Shaw, 
or  concealing  them  upon  sc^me  prudent  and  politic  reasons. 

Mr.  Bennett  is  publishing  a  book  in  vindication  of  set  forms 
of  prayer  J,  where  he  proves  that  the  primitive  Christians 
never  had  any  but  precomposed  set  forms :  and  he  advances 
one  paradox,  that  those  very  arguments  which  the  Dissent- 
ers use  for  a  separation  are  great  reasons  why  they  should 
conform. 


\ 


*  Of  Aynho. 

•f  For  Northamptontbir^ 

X  Tbi*  was  printed  at  Cambrid^^,  in  Sva  1707,  andentitled  *' AbnefHi&tory 
•C  tbe  joint  use  of  precon) posed  set  Forms  of  Prayer,"  &c.  Mr,  Bejnnett  publish' 
ed  many  mother  theological  tracta.  He  was  then  Rector  of  St.  iames'sr,  in  Coiches* 
ter,  and  bad  been  Fellow  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge.  His  son  Thomas, 
LL.B.  died  some  years  ago  one  of  the  fsquire  Beadels  of  that  CJuiversity;  and 
bi|kraadsoi)  Jvbn  B^nett>  ^(^  (now  Uviiig,)  is  of  KotJ()aiustea(i|^  in  Hort^d* 

I 


4S'  Letters  vf  Mr,  Turn&  and  Mr.  tlughei, 

Mr.  Whiston  preaches  Boyle's  lectures;  he  has  lately  pilt 
oat  a  comment  upon  fhe  Revelation^*,  from  whence  he 
proves  that  the  Turks  shall  never  make  war  with  the  emper^. 
ror,  or  any  other  Christian  prince,  or  at  least,  if  they  do^ 
must  meet  with  a  terrible  defeat;  and  that  the  pope  (the 
whore  of  B.)  must  tumble  down  in  a  few.  ye^s.  I  wish,  sii*j 
you  would  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Brown/  to  maike  him  'warm 
and  vigorous  in  my  interest.  I  do  not  in  the  least  question 
his  friendship,  but  I  believe  a  letter  from  you  would  be  of 
grqat  force  with  him;  or  if  you  could  procure  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Nelsonf  to  Mr.  RoperJ,  it  would  be  a  great  kindness  : 
but  wjiether  I  succeed  or  no^  you  .may  certainly  e5fpect  me 
(setting  aside  accidents  which  I  cannot ^rm  agains()  im<ne-^ 
diately  after  the  election. 

Your  humble  servant, 

R.  Turner. 

LETTER  IV. 

Mr.  Tamer  to  Mr.  Bonwicke. 

^    .  C(ir?ibridge,   Feb.  22,    1706*7,. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Smith,  one  of  our  fellows,  a  camp  chaplain,  lately 
sent  to  our  master||  an  account  of  a  letter  from  the  master  of 
Malta  to  the  Fi^ench  King,  which  is  as  follows  f  "  We,  the 
great  master  of  St.  John's  of  Jerusalem,  and  great  Duke  of 
Anciterre,  have  received  information  from  our  ambassadors 
at  Babylon,  that  in  that  kingdom,  at  a  village  called  Fus- 
boyn,  tliere  was  brought-to-bed  a  women  of  extraordinary 
beauty  (the  ftither  not  known)  of  a  son  more  inclined  to 
black  than  white,  his  neck  short,  his  head  sharp,  long  teeth, 
his  nose  flat,  he  spoke  distinctly,  and  walked  when  he  was 
but  eight  days  old :  he  said  he  was-  the  Messias,  the  son  of 
God,  in  whom  alone  we  must  believe;  our  ambassadors  have 
both  heard  and  seen  him  with  a  great  deal  of  wonder;  at  the 
day  of  bis  birth  were  seen  *  most  amaziqg.  signs  in  the  skies, 
a  vast  eclipse  of  the  sun  at  noon,  a  dragon  carrying  in  hii 
mouth  a  lance  of  fire,  two  griffins  tearing  to  pieces  an  old 
man,  an  eagle  carrying  a  child  upon  bis  wings,  and  a  great 


"^  Essay  on  th6  Revelation  of  St.  John^ 
4'  Th«  cetcj>i'ated  Kobei.t'Nelsony  £b'q. 
4  Ftillow  of  St.  Joim's, 
|j  Dr.  Jeukin. 
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many  other  frightful  sights;  the  jrivers  overflowing,  die 

house  where  he  was  bom  seemed  all  on  iirei  and  then  dis«» 

appeared :  and  this  child,  being  asked  the  reason  of  these 

prodigies  by  our  ambassadors,  answered  '^it  was  to  warn  the 

world  of  the  traverses  and  eternal  torments  that  would  fall 

upon  all  that  would  not  believe  in  him/^    On  the  day  he 

was  born  was  found  an  earthen  statue,  with  this  inscription^ 

"  You  may  here  see  the  day  of  his  birth."    This  child  has 

raised  the  dead  in  the  presence  of  our  ambassadors,  has 

given  sight  to  the  blind,  made  the  deaf  to  hear,,  and  the 

lame  to  walk,  and  cures  all  sorts  of  diseases.    The  people 

of  that  country  adore  him,  the  wise  men  believe  in  him,  all 

that  refuse  are  massacred  without  mercy;  there  was  heard, 

300  leagues  round,  the  voice  of  angels,  who  sung  these 

words,  **  prepare  to  receive  that  son  who  was  promised  you.'* 

All  doctors  and  reasonable  people  in  this  country  certainly 

believe  him  to  be  the  real  Antichrist,  and  prove  it  to  be  so 

by  the  New  Testament;  he  understands  all  sorts  of  lari-» 

guages,  and  disappears  verV  often,,  and  raises  himself  in  the 

ail  quite  out  of  sight     Before  we  would  believe  the  strange 

news,  we  had  a  convocation  of  our  clan,  and  by  thei;-  ad* 

vice  we  wrote  to  our  ambassadors  at  Babylon,  who  con^ 

firmed  all  that  was  writ  to  be  true,  and  added  several  tilings 

not  here  inserted*    ' 

This  story  meets  with  very  little  credit  among  us ;  and 
some  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  forged  by  Jesuits,  on  purpose 
to  remove  Antichrist  from  Rome  to  Babylon.     ^ 

The  Oxonians  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Geneva 
divines,  in  which  they  complain  of  a  great  many  unchristian 
calumnies  and  black  aspersions  thrown  upon  their  church 
by  the  English :  they  little  expected  (they  say)  such  severe 
usage  from  our  church,  of  which  their  two  great  founder:?^ 
Calvin  and  Beza,  had-  so  venerable  an  esteem,  and  whose 
constitution  they  think  is  pure,  primitive,  and  apostolical : 
it  is  not  their  choice,  but  their  misfortune,  that  their  eccler 
siastical  constitution  is  not  the  saipe  with  ours ;  but,  if  ever 
their  circumstances  will  permit  a  refonxiation,  it  shall  be  after 
the  model  of  the  English  church :  they .  lament  that  they 
have  no  bishops  in  their  church,  and  despair  of  ever  having 
any,  because  a  monarchy  in  church  would  naturally  intro- 
duce one  instate,  which  will  iiever  agree  with  the  republic 
of  Geneva :  they  are  ashamed  that  pur  dissenters  should 
take  shelter  unaer  them,  and  draw  an  argument  from  the 
example  of  the  church  of  Geneva  to  vindicate  their  separ- 
1  ation  from  the  church  of  England :  they  account  our  dis- 
senters black  schismaticks;  and  for  th$^t  reason,  when  any 

\  VOL.  Ill,  E 
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from  Geneva  come  to  England,  they  always  communicate 
with  our  established  church,  and  never  with  the  separate. 
congregations.. 

This  letter  we  expect  will  be  printed  very  shortly,  with 
an  answer  to  it.  - 

There  has  been  a  quarrel  at  Caius  college^  between  the 
master,  Sir  John  Ellis,  and  the  fellows,  about  the  power  of 
the  master  in  elections:  he  challenged  a  negative  voice 
from  a  dubious  clahse  in  one  of  their  statutes,  which  is  this. 
"The  seniors  shall  elect  a  fellow  with  the  consent  of  the 
master:/*  hut  at  last  he  confirmed  the  election  the  seniors 
hid  made,  and  so  the  breach  was  made  up. 

We  hear  Sir  W.  Dawes  is  to  be  Bishop  of  Chester.  I 
have  but  little  hopes  of  a  fellowship,  for  there  are  so  tnany 
candidates  my  seniors,  that  nothing  will  do  but  a  singular 
interest  and  very  meritorious  qualifications. 

I  am  your  humble  servant, 

E.  Turner. 

Mr.  Naylorhad  the  ebaracteir  of  a  downright,  honest,  good- 
haturied  tnsirt,  and  a  good  sfcholar.  He  drank  a  glass  of  claret 
pretty  flrl^qUently,  yet  I  believe  very  rarely  to  excess* 

XEtTER  V 

Mr.  Hughes  to  Mr.  Bonwicke. 

Jesus  CoUcgey  Jug.  14,  llQl* 
CeaA  Slit, 

I  HAVE  been  alon^  while  iri  yoiir  debt;  so  long,  that  t 
lira  afraid  by  this  time  you  imagine  I  have  quite  forgot  you^ 
•indeed  you  had  heard  from  me  sooner,  but  that  I  have  all 
along  entertained  thoughts  of  making  a  step  to  London ; 
and  then  I  fully  intended  to  wait  upon  my  good  friends  at 
Headly.  But  smce  I  find  that  my  afiaif^  will  not  permit  me 
to  come  to  London  this  ^nmmer,  I  immediately  thought  of 
writing  to  you*     Mr*  Bennet  was^  in  Cfambridge  last  week, 
and  I  had  the  happiness  to  enjoy  a  large  share  of  hi$  con^* 
.versation^     His  book  about  set  forms  of  prayer  will  coope 
out  about  Michaelmas*     He  there  asserts,  that  not  only  the 
primitive  church  constantly  lised  set  precomposed  forms  of 
prayers,  but  that  ev«n6ur  Blessed  Saviour  and  his  apostles 
,  never  joined  in  any  public  prayers  but  such  as  were  precom- 
posed.   This  is  more  than  any  patron  of  set  forms  has  ever 
ventured  to  assert,  and  which  many  worthy  persons  and 
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fi'eat  friends  to  a  liturgy  are  amazed  at.  You  very  well 
now  that  it  Uas  been  ever  granted  by  the  greatest  of  our 
disputants^  that  in  the  primitive  churcii  there  were  Xaiia^fAani 
wfoinv^  (^fts  of  ptayei*^)  which  aire  now  no  ihore  to  oe  ex-^ 
pected  tUaii  the  power  of  working  miracles.  It  is  very  re* 
inarkalile  that  St.  Chrfsostom  is  the  first  author  that  iheii«^ 
tions'  this  XoftciJM  «po<nvvnf»  and  which  later  writef^  have . 
blindly  borrowed  from  him  without  examining  into  the  rea« 
Jons  of  the  thing.  I  have  frequently  talked  with  Mr.  BJ 
tipon  this  subject,  and  have  seen  some  of  the  sheets ;  and  I 
am  verily  persuaded  that  he#illbeable  to  establish  his  point 
against  all  opposition  ^'  of  the  priesthood:**'-^!  hate  be^n  at  last 

1>revaiied  upon  to  itiidertake  htk  edition  of  St  Chrysostbm  vt^ 
i|)«0v^;^  and  I  would  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  seiid  me  foxxi 
octavo  edit:  I  wsint  asinall  vdlume.  to  lay  by  me,  and  the 
Latin  version  may  be  of  some  service  to  me^  if  I  correct 
the  interpretation  of  Ffontp  DocflBUs.  I  will  take  particular 
care  of  your  book,  and  return  it  with  interest. — Bishop 
W^ke  is  in  a  very  ill  state  of  hesdth,  and  is  come  to  Cam- 
bridge to  his  sisteVs  for  the  better  convenience,  of  having 

the  doctbi^  about  himf.  I  88[w  Mr.  Archbold  about  a  fort- 
m^ta^d,  #ho  was  then  very  well. 

^This  IS  ail  the  little  news  that  Cambridge  affords  at  pl^ 
iient,  and  therefore  I  am  obliged  to  be  shorter  than  otherwise 
I  would,  for  want  of  materials.  I  question  not  but  this  let^ 
ter,  as  short  as  it  is,  will  find  a  kind  reception,  when  yoci 
consider  that  it  comes  fi'odi  on^  who  is,  with  the  utmost  siii« 
ccrityi 

Dear  Sir, 

your  very  niucK  obliged^ 

a;nd  humble  Servant^     ^  ^ 

j.  HcrbHES. 

LETTER  Vt 

Mr.  l^ociwicke  to  his  wifei 

My  dearest. 

You  were  thinking,  ouickly  after  deal"  Ambrose's  deathy 
that  an  account  of  his  life  might  be  of  some  benefit  to  the 


*««•»*•*•*• 


*  A  seeoild  editton  of  this  was  published  at  Cambridge,  in  Greek  and  LaCin, 
with  not^s,  and  a  preHminary  dissertation  against  the  pretended  Rights  of  the 
Church,  &c.  in  1712.  A  good  English  translation  of  St.  Chfysostoxfl,  Ob  the 
I^riesthood,  was'  published  by  the  Rev.  John  Bunce,  M.  A.  is  VtOO* 

f  H^  liTidd,  howeTer,  tobe  Arctabiifaop  of  Canterbniy,  and  till  the  yeac; 
1737. 
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world.  I  have  here  drawn  it  up  as  well  as  I  could ;  if  any 
tbtog  matensd  be  otnitted,  dear  Jemmv^,  by  yoqr  direction, 
will  be  able  to  supply  it.  He^  thereKire,  must  be  let  into 
th^  secret ;  koA  I  depend  upon  you  two,  that  it  shall  for 
ever  be  a  Secret  to  all  the  world  beside,  who  was  the  authpr* 
He  must  tiberefore  take  the  trouble  of  transcribing  it  aa 
soon  as  he  conies  hither  after  my  death,  for  which  I  bequeath 
him  the  two  inclosed  guineas;  and  if  my,  dear  friend  Mr. 
Roper  be  living,  I  would, have  that  copy  be  shewed  him  hy 
Jemmy  as  of  bis  own  motio%  and  wholly  ^submitted  to  his 
judgment,  to  be  altered  as  he  shall  think  fit.  I  would  have 
my  good  friend  Mr.  Browne's  consent  likewise  procured  (if 
it  may  be)  for  the  publishing  his  letter  in  this  account.  And 
if  Mr.  Jacksonf  and  Mr.  Newton:^  are  willing  to  make  any 
alterations  in  thetr  verses,  pray  let  it  be  done  b^ore  they  aro 
published  .^ 

I  hope^  my  dearest,  you  will  be  at  the  charge  of  printing 
it  hahosoraely ;  and  if  ydur  bookseller  be  faithful,  it  is  pos« 
sible  that  charge  may  be  made,  up  to  you  again  in  a  li^e 
tinie.  You  will,  I  know,  think  it  proper  that  the  master  of 
the  college,.  Mr.  Roper,.  Mr.  Baker,  and  Mr.  Verdon,  dear 
Ambrose's  special  benefactors,  should  be  presented  widi 
these  better  bound*  than  cHrdiBary;  and  that  Jemmy  should 
give  his  tutor  one  handsomely  bound,  and  distribute  about 
a  score  among  the  lads  where  be  thinks  they  may  do 
most  good.  I  am  sorry  I  must  bequeath  you  both  this 
trouble;  but  if  by  this  means  one  soul  be  gained,,  yoxvt  re^ 
ward  will  be  great.    However,  t  hope  our  good  God  wili 

Saciously  accept  the  honest  intention  of  us  all,  through 
e  merits  of  our  blessed  Saviour  Jesus,  -Amen* 

n7S,  Dec.  4t7ul  SappL 
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Ma.  Urban, 

The  names  subscribed  to  the  four  letters  I  now  transcribe 
f6r  you,  exclusive  of  the  anecdotes  they  contain,  kre  a  suf^ 
-ficient  apology  for  the  tiouble  now  given  you  by 

EVOEMIO, 


^ 


*  Another  of  his  flona. 

LittiMiice  Jackaon,  A.  B.  Tbeie  wore  panted, 
Newton'i  Terses  are  itill  in  M& 


JLittii 
Mr. 
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LETTER  h 
To  Mr.  Harley,  at  Ch.  Ch.  in  Oxford. 

Sl9,  Lor^Leaiy  A\tg.  16,  1732. 

I  NOW  write  at  a  venture,  tpr  I  am  not  sure  this  will  find 
you.  I  can  never  think  tliat  you  are  got  quietly  again  to 
Ch.  Ch.  whilst  the  affairs  of  state  are  in  such,  agitation:  an< 
if  you  are  not,  I  will  not  advise  you  to  go.  rVather  couh 
wish  that,  as  you  imitate  Apollo  in  some,  things,  you  wouh 
also  imitate  his  tree — 

^^  Pfimasaia  launi$ 
Parva  sub  ingenti  matris  se  subji^it  umbra*^* 

I  need  put  no  comment  to  decypher  my  meaning.  Your 
will  pardon  my  making  use  of  so  rural  an  ima^e.  Some* 
times  one  may  compare  great  things  to  little  without  di||ii« 
nution. 

When  I  Imow  where  you  are,  I  will  write  again. 

Yours, 

CAftTERETt 

LETTER  II. 
To  the  Earl  of  Oxford. 

My  LORD,  Aug.l^  1732. 

^  Hating  heard  that  your  lordshm  has  several  curioui 
manoBcripts  of  Homer,  I  take  the  liberty  to  acquaint  yqii 
that  Dr.  Bentley  has  lately  revised  the  whole  works  of  Ho* 
mar,  which  are  now  ready  for  the  press  with  his  notes,  some 
of  which  I  have  seen,  and  are  very  curious ;  ,and  he  desires 
leave  to  collate  your  manuscripts  upon  some  suspected 
verses  in  our  present  editions.  If  your  lordship  will  be 
pleased  to  let  the  doctor  have  the  manuscripts  for  a  short 
time  for  that  purpose,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you.  I  luive 
set  the  doctor  at  work;  and  would  be  glad  to  procure  such 
assistance  as  he  desires,  that  he  may  have  no  excuse  not  to 
proceed.  If  your  lordship  has  no  objection  to  this  reques^ 
you  will  let  him  have  the  Qianuscnpts  to  be  perused  at 
Cambridge,  upon  his  application  to  you.  I  desire  the 
boQQur  of  an  answer,  that  I  may  acquaint  the  doctor  with  it. 
Jls  you  are  a  known  encourager  of  learning,  and  learned 
yourself,  I  hope  this  request  will  not  be  aisagreeable  to 
you.  I  am,  my  lord,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  lord- 
ship's most  bumble  and  most  obedient  servant 

C^TERET. 


LETFEJlill. 
To  th^  same. 

My  LORD,  March  ^i  1732-5. 

I  THANK  youy  lordship  for  your  great  goodness  in  sending 
.  ixiethe  eleven  MSS.  or  Homer  and  relating  tobiih,  and  iot: 
your  perniiuing  nie  to  send  iheiii  to  Dr.  BentleyV  I  shall 
take  his  receipt  for  yoii;  and  I  am  persuaded  he  will  tak^ 
gr^^t  care  oiF  them:  they  shall  be  returned  fo'your  lordship- 
with  thanks  and  honourable  mention  of  you,  I  shall  havd 
^hem  packt;  very  carefully*  1  am,  itiy  lord,  with  the  great- 
est truth  and  i^espect,  your  lordship's  taost  humble  and 
ipost  obedient  servant,  ... 

"  i"      ■'    ^    '  '  ■•■'■  '■■  Carteret. 

•  •  '     ■      «■     . 

"All  these  MSS.  weye  returned  to  me,  by  the  hands  of  Mn 
*  Pasiley,  Aug.  19,  1737.  ^^       .         •        O^i'ORD;!    ' 

:pETTERIV. 

/ 

To  I-ord  Dupplin. 

My  J-ORD,  fffXis^  March  10,  1731. 

I  HAVE  received  and  perused  the  book  your  lordship  wa« 
so  good  as  to  send  me.  I  am  extremely  acknowledging  foi^ 
0iis  favour,  and  satisfied  with  the  reading  of  it.  f  wish  it 
ivere  iii  my  power  to  find  occasions  pf  beihg  any  way  useful 
to  you  ia  this  country;  at  least  it  is  a  satismctionto  me,  of 
having  had  the  honour  and  pleasui^e '  of  your  acquaintance. 
Honour  me  with  your  commands;  and  believe  mfe,  with  all 
esteem  and  sincerity  imaginable,  my  lord,  your,  lordship's^ 
^ost  humble  and  most  obedient  seivant, 

*'  1779,  Jum,  Berwick. 


XXIV.  JiCtters  from  Bishopj  Attcrbury  to  Mr.  Rrior,  and  from 
"^  '        *•       '       Mr.  Prior  to  Mr.  Wanley.  '      '■  ^: 

Mr.  Urban,  March  2. 

I  SHAI^L  make'  no  apology  |br  sending  you  two  letters,^  of 
Pishop  Atterbury  and  lllr..  Prior,  transcribed  from  their 
originals  in'  that  excellent  repository,  the  British  Museun^ 

'    ^  your*,  &c/  ^  M*  Green, 
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To  Mm  Priojl 

pemity.  New  year'* sdmfy  1717-S. 

I  ^AKE  you  a  better  pre$ent  than  any  noan  in  England  re«» . 
ceives  this  day :  two  poems*  composed  by  a  friend  of  mine^ 
ivith  that  extraordinary  genius  and  spirit  which  attend  him 
equally  in  whatever  he  says,  does^  or  writes.  I  do  not  ask 
your  approbation  of  them.  Deny  it,,  if  you  can,  or  if  you  dare* 
The  whole  world  will  he  against  you ;;  and^  should  you  there- 
fore be  so  unfortunate  in  your  ju(igment,you  will,- 1  dare  say, 
be  so  wi^e  and  modest  to  conceal  it  For  though  it  be  %. 
very  good  character,  and  whaf  belongs  to  the  fii>st  pen  ia. 
^e  world,  to  wtute  like  nobody;  yet,  lo  judge  like  nobody^ 
has  never  yet  been  esteemed  a  perfection.  ». 

When  you  have  read  them,  l^t  me  see  you  at  my  bouse ; 
or  else  you  are  in  danger,  lame  as  I  am^^  oS  seeing^  me  at 
Toiirs.,  And  the  difference  in  that  case  is,  that,  Whenever 
you  have  me  there,  in  my  present  condition,  you  cannot 
easily  get  rid  of  me;  whereas,  if  you  come  hither,  you 
JEiay  leave  me  as  soon  as  you  please,  and  I  have  no  way  to 
help  myself,  being  confined  to  my  chair  just  as  I  was  when 
you  saw  me  last.  If  this  advantage  will  not  tempt  you  rar* 
ther  to  make  than  receive  the  visit,  nothing  els.e  will. 

Whether  I  see  you  or  not,  let  me  at  least  see.  something. 
Under  yoyr  hai^d,  that  may  tell  me  how  you  do,  and  wbe«-k 
ther  your  deafness  continues.  And  if  you  will  fiattier  me 
agreeably,  let  something  be  said,  at  the  end  of  yourletter, 
which  may  make  me  for  two  minutes  believe  tliat  you  am 
half  as  much  mine,  as  I  am, 

Your  faithfu,!  hun^ble  servant. 

Fa.  ROFFEN* 

To  Mr.  Wanleyt., 

Dear  Mr.  Wanley,  April  5,  1718. 

I  TORMENT  you  before  my  appointed  time,  finding  thia^ 
fheet  at  home;  and  as  soon  as  you  have  looked  it  over,  it 
may  be  carried  immediately  to  ^9  printer.    I  will  trouble 

•  •  -  *■■/..../'        « 

*  "Solomon,»Und"Alma.»» 

f  This  letter  aiid' another  which  is  printed  in  the  '<  Additions t(»Pope,^Mre- 
fxpressly  referreck  to  \)y  th^  excellent  Editor  of  '^Reliques-of  ancieiit  Enir)i«ii 
poetry,"  vol.  II.  p.  27.  The  poem  they  allude  to  is  «•  The  Nut-Bw)(*ne  Maid»»* 
ihe  ground-work  of  Prior^s  «  Henry  and  Emma."  In  fixing  the  age  olT this  poem 
0r.  Percy  judiciously  observes,  "  Mr.  Prior  was  proha^ly  gtiided.by  the  learoeA 
tirioley,  whose  judgment  in  matters  of  this  Mluie  vw  aptt  ixxmrnm^!^ 

5  4-  -   -^ 


( 


iS^  Letters  to  afid  Jrom  Mr.  Garrkk. 

you  to-morrow  moi'ning  for  the  sheet  which  you  have.  It  is 
compliment  in  the  most  refined  French  Dfctionaries,  But 
I  submit  it  to  you,  as  I  ought  ^ith  great  reakson  to  do  every 
thing  concerning  literature. 

Yours  ever, 
1780,  March,  M.  Pbior* 


XXV.  Letters  to  and  from  Mr.  Garrick. 

Soon  after  the  late  Mr.  Garrick  had  purchased  a  moiety 
of  Drurvvlane  Ttieatre,  he  discpyered  the  company  wanted 
a  considerable  recruit  of  low  actors :  in  the  choice  of 
those  he  generally  paid  an  attention  to  person  and  look, 
more  than  to  genius,  for  as  they  seldoni  hadany  thing  to  say, 
the  eye  was  principally  consulted.  There  was  at  that  time 
about  the  Theatre  a  very  whimsical'  fellow,  whose  name 
was  Stone;  he  had  mucn  humouri  but  never  could  be  pre* 
vstiled  upon  to  tread  the  stage,  Mr,  Garrick,  however, 
£Dund  him  something  to  do,  and  he  was  employed  iti  re« 
cruiting  about  the  town  for  the  drama;  whenever  he  brought 
a  person  who  was  permitted  tamake  an  essay,  whether,  suc-- 
eesisful  or  otherwise,  he  bad  a  certain  sum  given  him  for  his 
trouble;  and  for  three  or  four  years,  thi^  man  (who  had  ac« 

auired  the  appellation  of  the  Theatrical  Crimp,}  made  in 
us  kind  of  service  a  tolerable  subsistence.  '  A  variety  ot 
letters  passed  between  Mr.  Garrick  and  Stone  during  the 
.course  of  their  negotiations.  Four  of  them  we  have  been 
lately  favoured  wiui  by  a  gentleman,  who  informs  us,  that 
the  following  were  written  in  the  year  1748. 

♦^SiB,  Thursday  noon. 

"Mr.  L4cy  turned  me  out  of  the  lobby  yesterday,  and 
behaved  very  ill  to  me-^I  only  ax'd  for  my  two  gxiineas  for 
the  last  Bishop*,  and  he  swore  I  should  not  have  a  farthing. 

IPM'*"'  I    ■  .         .'       '   "■■  ■•'       ■'■■■    '■   ■  "   '■"'      ■       '^'I'.'IP .  >    .     I  I.I  I    ■  I    I     I    I      I  .!■       I    II.  l"    I     t  !■• 

*  The  persoii  here  caUed  ihe  biihop  was  procured  by  Stone,  and  had  often 
rehearsed  the  part  of  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  in  the  play  of  Henry  the  Eighth 
With  jsuch  «ngi}}ar  eclat,  that  Mr,  Clarrick  frequently  addressed  him  at  the  re- 
hearsal ^  Cousin  of  Winchester,  The  fellow,  however,  never  played  the 
part,  although  the  night  of  his  comiqg  out  was  announced  in  the  public  papers. 
The  reader  w|U  soon^guess  the  reason,  from  the  the  two  following  letters  that 
passed  between  Mr.  Qnqrick  and  Stone,  oq  the  very  eTening  he  w«a  to  mak^ 
hif  appearance, 

<*Sia,  The  Bishop  of    Winohegter  is  getting  drunk  at  the  Bsar-^woA. 
#ireaT8,  damn  his  eyes  if  he  will  play  to  night.    I  am  yonr's,  W.  SroNt,  . 

Anawer.  <*  Stows,  The  Bishop  may  go  to  the  PeviWl  dQQot  bHQV  |^ 
gre^ler  ruoAl  es^cept  yourseU;    D,  6^      \ 


From  Montague  J^acofiy  Esq.  to  the  Reo.  Mr.  WUliams.   SI 

I  cannot  live  upon  air--^I  have  a  few  Cupids  you  may  have 
cheap,'  as  they  belong  t6  a  poor  journeyman  shoemaker^ 
vvbo  I  drink  with  now  and  then. 

I  am,  your  humble  servant, 

W.  Stone, 
Answer. 

**  Stone,  Fridaj/  mom. 

**  You  are  the  best  fellow  in  the  world — ^bring  the  Cupids 
to  the  Theatre  to-morrow.  If  they  are  under  six,  and  well. 
made,  you  shall  have  a  guinea  a-piece  for  them.  Mr.  L^cy 
will  pay  you  himsejf  for  the  Bishop — he  is  very  penitent  for 
what  he  has  done.  If  you  can  get  me  two  good  murderers, 
I  will  pay  you  handsomely,  particularly  the  spouting  fellow 
who  keeps  the  apple-stana  on  Tower^hill,  the  cut  in  his 
face  is  just  the  thing.  Pick 'me  up  an  Alderman  or  two,  for 
Richard,:  if  you  can,  and  I  have  no  objection  to  ^eat  Mith 
you  for  a  comely  Mayor.  The  Barber  will  not  dd  fer  Bni* 
tqs,  although  I  think  he  will  succeed  in  Mat. 

1780,  Dec.  D.  G.*' 


3CXVI.  From  Montague  Bacon,  Esq*,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  WilUamst* 

Silt,  Monday/  morning. 

As  it  is  yotur  post  in  the  University  to  honour  me  with  a  feiT . 
words  to-morrow,  I  beg,  and  most  heartily  intreat  you,  that 
they  may  be  as. few  as  you  conveniently  can.  I  am  descended^ 
OR^one  side,  from  the  Lord  Keeper  Bacon,  who  had  so  con«- 
siderabie  a  hand  in  the  first  establishment  of  the  church  of 
England ;  and  on  the  other  side  from  the  Earl  of  Sandwich^ 
who,  next  to  Monk,  had,  I  believe,  the  chief  hand  in  the 
jrestoration,  for  King  Charles,  on  his  first  landing,  gave 
l^m  an  earldom,  a  garter,  and  40001.  a  year  in  land,  besides 
places  to  .the  value  of  about  10,0001.  a  year  more.  Nowj 
as  tiie  restoration  of  the  royal  family  was  likewise  the  re« 
storing  of  the-churcb,  I  beg  you  would  chiefly  insist  on  the 

* 

I 

*  A  yottsger  son  of  Nicholas  Bacoa,  Esq.- of  Sbrublaod,  in  SufiQ»U[,  adauttetf 
a  fellow-commoner  of  Trinity-college,  Cambridge,  in,1704<-5,  Tliree  of  biv 
letters  to  George  Jeffireys,  £aq.  of  the  same  college,  are  in  the  Letters  of  tikni- 
lient  Persons,  vol,  II.  by  whicb  it  app^rs  tbut  be  bad  muob  critical  aeumm. 
He  died  in  1740,  aged  51. 

"■ '  f  Fellow  of  St.  John's-ooUe^e,  ^iid  piib]i9  «r«lor;  »fterwa«dt  O.  p.  and 
B^tor  of  6arrQw/in  Sufolkt 


jfS  From  Mr.  Harris. 

services  of  my  family' to  the  church  as  our  greatest  honour) 
and,  if  you  must  say  one  word,more  of  me,  let  it  be,  I  in-^ 
treat  vou,  barely  this,  that  I  have  always  been  a  Iotc^;  of 
learning  and  learned  men. 

J  am,  Sir,  with  great  esteem, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

1781,  Jani-.  MoNTAG  pE  Bacon* 


I   "11  I,  i9^^*»-r 


jpCVII.  Trom  Mr.  Jfariis,  rf.Srttsbary,  t^  FicWing'*  parson 

Adaxn% 

lyiR.  Urban,  ^ug.  10.  * 

This  letter  having  accidentally  fitllen  into  my  hands,  I 
send  it  to  you,  with  such  elucidations  as  I  could  procure^  Tbei 
gentleman  to  whom  it  is  addressed>  I  take  tq  have  been  the 
original  Parson  Adams  of  Fielding's  Joseph  Andrews,  and  to 
bavQ  died  in  August  1757.  The  writer  is  certainly  tbeli^te 
celebrated  Mr.  Harris,  of  Salisbury,  whose  decease  you 
noticed  in  your  Magazine  for  December  last 

One  of  yoi;h  constant  re^ders^ 

Dear  Sir, 

Have  you  a  corner  left  in  your  mind  for  the  men  9J^ 

Seace?  or  is  it  wholly  occupied  by  battles  and  marshals? 
\o  you  still  remember  there  is  such  a  place  as  England,  a 
passable  island,  near  a;S  big  as  some  of  those  in  your  Rhii;ie; 
or  is  it  totally  forgot?  and  have  y(e^  nothing  to  do  but  shake 
our  heads,  and  cry,  "poor  friend  Young,  nunc  circumtonuit 
gaudens  Bellona  crijeptis?" 

Wherever  you  are,  whether  mindful  ot  us  or  forgetful, 
of  this  be  assured,  that  we  have  not  forgot  you*.  We  haive 
dl-ank  your  health,  inquired  aft^jr  you,  and  though  we  could 
not  exactly  learn  what  share  you  had  in  the  late  victory  t,  it 
was  some  comfort  to  us,  to  hear  at  least,  that  you  were  not 
expended  J  in  the  purchase  of  it.  This  was  not,  indeed, 
Ibe  first  report  i  fame,  witn  that  false  nether  trumpet  of 


*  Mi^  Young  irent  tp  Perxn^ny  ia  1743.  about  the  time  his^m^estj  we«l 
Itbroad  that  year;  * 

f  At  Dettiugeh. 
: ;  X  ^Uu4iog  to  a  memgej&ooq^  the  c^oei^coiiuiii^nding  ayo,  at^ck  at  Cartbf^n 
geiia  to  the  <^iAmander  in  chief.       '      •         •         '  '       > 


Ftmn  Mr.  Harrk.  S9 

]ktx\  had  at  Atst  blown  abroad  that,  you  were  slain.*— Alas ! 
pries  one^  what  Efentley  and  Young  both  departed! — to  bc^ 
sure,  cries  another^  he  is  gone  to  rriscian's  bosom. — I  will 
warrant  says  a  third^  gr^ni  Aristarchus  smiled  to  9ee  him. — ^ 
Doubtless,  sir,  i^eplied  another;  but  what  a  merry  Greek 
that  day  was  hi§  ol4  frien()  Aristophanes  I  As  merry^  said  I^ 
as  we  are  sad.  These,  sir,  you  will  readily  grant,  were  no 
more  thao  natural  reflections,  upon  a  supposition  that  the 
cruel  sisters'  had  cut  your  fatal  wqrsted*.  But  how  great- 
think  you,  was  our  joy  when  tve  found  that  you  were  still 
alive ;  that  you  had  not  only  escaped  the  danger^  of  the 
battle,  but  had  even  entered  and  returned  again  froai  the 
French  camp  t  with  as  mpch  safety  as  old  Priam  vi- 
sited the  camp  of  bis  c^uel  adversaries  the  Grecians? 
We  soon  became  convinced  that  you  Viri  Mercurial^s  might 
go  where  you  would,  and  Herraef  would  never  forsakq 
you.  May  he  prove  as  prqpitious  to  (he  young  heroes  of 
your  army,  who  it  is  likely  may  want  bis  fiid  as  much  as  you^ 
though  upon  occasions  asdiiferent  andheierogeoeous  as  pos- 
sible! But  now  perhaps  you  may  expect  I  should  tell  you 
•ome  news,  and  inform  you  of  your  friends.  Dr.  CoUierJ, 
Messrs.  Fielding§,  Upton  ||,  Sydenham,  and  .  my  bro- 
therf^.  I  have  seen  them  all  lately,  and  they  are  all  well — 
Dr.  Taylor  I  have  heard  of,  who  is  well  likewise.  He  has 
lately  published  a  piece  called  "  Marmor  Sandvicense,"  a 
dissertation  on  an  antique  inscription,  brought  by  Lord 
Sandwiph  from  Athens.  The  doctor  has  excellently  ex-- 
plained  it,  and  given  many  curious  remarks  on  the  ortho- 
graphy, method  of  accomptuig,  as  well  as  marks  and  nu* 
tnerals  of  the  Greeks,  with  a  variety  of  other  matter  respect- 
ing the  customs  of  those  times.  Tne  whole  is  now  rendered 
plain  and  easy;  but  had  it  pot' been  for  the  doctor,  it  would 
certainly  have  pijoyed  (as  Mr.  Bays  says)  "  a  crust  for  the' 
critics."    Another  friend  of  yoursff  has  printed  off  bis 


*  This  geems  to  me  a  designed  play  on  the  words  critel  and  toorsied. 

+  See  Mr.  Murphy 's- Essay,  prefixed  to  the  flrst  voJume  o£  Fielding's  Works* 
This  instance  of  Mr.  Vs.  absence  issaid  to  have  been  communicated  to  that 
author  by  an  o^cer  of  the  regiment  Mr.  Y.  was  cbi^plaia  to.  But  Mr.  Y, 
about  that  time  was  chaplain  general  to  the  hospitals  abroad,'  and  not  to  aof 
regiment  till  ton^e  y.ears  after, 

J  Dr.  Arthur  Collier  of  the  Commons. 

$  Henry  Fieldmg,  Esq; 

||  Canon  Upton,  editor  of  Spenser's  Faery  Qaeen,  &c. 

«[  John-Harn8,Esq.'of  Salisbury.' 

**  If  this  means  Mr.  Harris  himself,  what  Dialogues  are  mea^t  i  Is  it  TpL  (, 
tf  Hermes^  which  was  not  published  till  the  yenr  1745  ?  '  .    , 


_  I 

M  From  Dr.  Stuart 

.I)ialogiies,  a^d  is  immediately  setting  about  notes,  which 
he  mtends  to  subjoin  to  them.  He  bids  the  pastry-cooks^ 
4eBance  for  this  Christmas,  as  be  purposes  not  to  publtshr 
till  some  time  in  January.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  by  that  timd 
you  will  be  returned,  and  indeed  long  before*.'  For  let  me 
give  yoii  conquerors  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  onel 

Eiece  of  advice;  if  you  do  not  come  home,  and  wear  your 
lurels  while  fresh,  they  will  wither  by  keejping  as  much  as 
cabbage  or  ground -ivyf. 

However,  be  your  return  distant  or  near,  I  insist  on  jovtt 
writing  to  me,  and  that  more  than  oncfe.  Incur  not  by  your 
neglect  that  mortal  sin  AccidiaJ,  whose  name  I  should  nevet 
have  known  but  by  your  kind  instruction.  I,  you  see,  have 
escaped  its  imputation  by  this  tedious  eptsde.  You,  I 
know,  can  escape  it  with  a  fiir  better  grace,  and  this  I  daily 
pray  you  may  have  grace  to  do.  In  the  mean  time  believe 
me  to  be  with  uU  truth,  dear  Mr.  Young,  yoiir  most  affec* 
tionate  humble  servant. 

SdtTim,  Oct.  I,  HAS.  James  HARIII& 

(Dhrected  thns) 

To  Mr.  Wm.  Young,  in  Germany. 


XXVIII,  From  Dr.  Stuart,  to  James  tiummyn^,  Esq.  Secretary 
of  the  Antiquarian  Society  at  Edinburgh,  concerning  Mar  j 
Queen  of  Scots.     '  *     -  , 

I  BEG  to  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  you,  for  th^ 
library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  at  Edinburgh,  a  copy  c^ 
my  History  of  Scotland,  fromthe^sstablishmentof  the  Refor^^ 
mation,  till  the  death  of  Queen  Mary.  While  I  am  ambi* 
tipus  of  depositing  my  work  in  so  conspicuous  a  Repositoty^ 
I  am  sensible  that  I  may  thus  call  to  it  the  particular  exami- 
nation of  many  ingenious  and  learned  men.  It  becomes  me, . 
therefore,  to  observe  that  I  would  hav6  abstained  industri^ 
Qusly  from  this  measure,  if  I  were  not  conscious  of  having 


■<«*H«H*«riNfNMM««i«PPt«(mp^*^*M 


*  Mr.  Y.  did  retum  the  same  year  before  ChristmESy  and  was  aomt  tiin« 
with  Mr.  H. 

^  This  prediction  ma)r  he  seen  verified  ia  tb«  p^rliaoieQtary  debates,  fvoif^li^ 
|ku>  &c.  ot  those  tinves. 


Prcm  Dr.  Stuari.  61 

»  ^ 

directed  my  narration  by  the  purest  views  of  pqblic  utility. 

I  am  consequently  in  a  disposition  to  attend  with  candour  to 
whatever  can  be  objected  to  my  book.  The  hlstonan  who 
can  persist  in  his  nustakes,  departs  from  his  duty,  and  vio- 
lates the  character  he  has  assamed.  And,  if  there  is  a  situ- 
ation where  mistakes  ought  invariably  and  scrupulously  to 
be  corrected,  and  where  a  violation  of  the  historical  rules  is 
altogether  inexcusable,  it  is  in  the  case  of  a  queen  who  has 
suffered  in  her  honour  by  misrepresentations,  and  who,  with 
strons;  and  real  claims  to  integrity,  has  been  held  out  to  re« 
{Mroach  and  infamy.  It  will  not,  1  believe,  be  objected  to 
me,  that  I  have  fallen  into  this  situation;  but  whatever  my  < 
errors  are,  I  shall  give  way  to  a  commendable  pride,  and 
my  eagerness  to  renounce  them  shall  be  in  proportion  to 
their  maportance,  and  to  the  danger  of  their  tendency* 
And  I  d^ire  it  to  be  remembered,  that  I  make  this  declara- 
tion with  the  greater  propriety  and  justice,  as  I  differ  most 
essentially  in  my  sentiments  from  a  living  historian^,  who 
has  treated  the  subject  which  has  attracted  my  attention, 
and  who  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  a  member  of  our 
Society.  If  it  shall  be  found  that  I  have  lost  my  y^ay,  and 
wandered  in  the  mazy  labyrinth  of  hostile  factions,  I  will, 
notwithstanding,  be  ready,  to  catch  the  clue  that  ought  to 
have  guided  my  steps.  If  it  shall  be  demonstrated  that  M^ry  was 
not  so  perfect  and  so  innocent  as  I  have  represented  her,  I 
will  yield  to  the  controlling  power  cf  evidence  and  argu- 
ment. Though  I  shall  weep  over  the  misfortunes,,  the 
frailties,  and  the  crimes  of  this  beautifulprincess,  I  will  yet 
pay  my  devotions  to  truth,  and  submit  to  the  law  of  the 
victor.  While  you  communicate  to  our  Society  these  exr 
pressions  of  my  sincerity,  you  will  readily  perceive  that 
they  are  due  n-om  me  tq  a  body  of  men^  who,  from  their 
birth,  their  situation,  and  their  studies,  are  the  most  able 
to  judge  of  the  intricate  and  problematical  parts  of  the 
subject  I  have  undertaken.  It  is  with  extreme  satisfaction, 
at  the  same  time,  that  I  embrace  the  opportiinity  which  is 
DOW  offered  to  me  of  applauding  the  public  and  generous 
cares  that  have  brought  them  together, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect. 
Sir,  your  most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  servant, 
London,  April  10,  1782.  C.  Stuakt. 

1782,  April 


« .  WUliaiB  Rob^rttooj  Doctor  of  Divinity,  and  Uistoi^oyrapher  ibr  Scotlan4 


62   Letters  relative  to  the  Corpordiim  cfiht  Sons  of  the  Clergtfl 


XXIX.  Letters  relative  to  the  Corporation  6f  ttie  Sons  of  the 

Cleity. 

Mr.  UhBAN^ 

The  following  letters  fvere  written  by  Edward  Wake,  6i^ 
Charlton,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  gent,  (uncle  to  Arch- 
bishop Wake)  to  his  wife,  while  h^  Was  in  London  promot- 
ing the  establishment  of  tb^  corporation  of  the  sons  of  the 
clergy,  of  which  he  formed  the  nfst  design.  They  are  noi»t 
first  printed,  both  as  they  contain  an  early  liccount  of  one 
of  our  most  extensive  and  meritorioas  public  charities,^  and 
as  they  may  tend  to  perpetuate  the  praises  due  to  th6  bene- 
volent exertions  of  its  first  projector.  The  originals  are  itf 
the  pos3ession  of  the  writer's  great-graf^dsoiii  Sie  Rev,  Mr« 
Conant*,  of  Sandwich  in  Kent. 

My  dearest,  London^  June  27,  1678, 

Yours  of  the  24th.  t  received,  and  at  the  same  time  i 
letter  from  Mr,  Hearne.  Yesterday  1  was  to  wayte  on 
madam  Whitaker,  wherie  1  found  a  second  advice  of  two 
little  roguish  children  made  tawney  mbores.  I  have  bought- 
a  good  stronge  playne  horse,  which  goes  all  paces  excellently 
well;  and  as  soon  as  our  charter  for  the  charity  for  pooi^ 
clergymen!s  widows  and  children  is  past  xh%  broad  scale,  f 

{)urpose  to  waite  on  you,  for  1  find,  unless  I  stir  in  it,  it  will 
lardly  goe  on;  and  if  I  meet  not  with  bad  luck,  I  hope  to 
finish  it  next  weeke;  but  the  design  promises  weU,  and  if 
men  tliat  have  opened  their  mouths,  will  not  shut  their 
purses,  we  shall  grow  rich,  and  have  an  house  speedily  for 
80  boys,  and  their  master  lodged.  I  pray  present  my  duty 
to  my  mother,  my  service  to  my  brother,  and  the  rest  of 
Diy  friends.  We  are  all  doubtful  whether  we  shall  have 
peace  or  war;  but  the  Earle  of  Sunderland  is  going,  if  not 
gone,  to  the  French  king  for  the  delivery  of  the  towns  to  the 
Spaniard  and  Dutch  mentioned  in  the  treaty,  or  else  to  de- 
clare wan  e.  Five  regiments  of  foote  are  appointed  to  go 
to  Flanders.  My  dear,  your  very  heartily  affectionate  friend. 

E.  Wake. 


♦  Thi^  jrentleman's  family  were  also  benefactors  to  the  sons  of  the  clergy  la 
the  person  of  the  Rev.  John  Withers  (to  whom  he  was  next  of  kin,)  who,  among, 
other  (Charitable  be<i^e&ts,  to  the  amount  of  10,OOOU  left  30001.  to  the  us^S 
•f  this  charity.  « 


» 

frtAn  Sir  Isdac  tfewlon  to  t>r.  Madthck.  €3 

My  dearest,  Londcriy  July  4,  1 678. 

.  I  BECEiVED  yours  of  the  1st,  and  am  glad  to  heare  of  all 
yoilr  welfares,  which  1  pray  God  continue.  The  chief  news 
that  I  can  with  any  contentment  write  you  is,  that  the  bi-t 
shop  and  inferior  cjergy  highly  approve  of  my  darling 
project  of  the  corporation  of  clergymen"'s  sons,  which  there 
IS  possibility  will  arrive  to  as  greate  charity  as  any  thing  that 
now  is;  ana,  I  thank  God,  that  I  have  this  sa^tislaction,  that 
as  I  vi^&  the  first  starter  of  it,  so  my  own  diligence  has  chiefly 
brought  it  where  it  is;  and  hereyn  you  see  that  I  have  no 
great  contentment  that  I  make  not  you  a  sharer  with  me. 
Yesterday  our  governors  met  ^t  my  summons,  and  we  had 
two  great  men  that  promised  lOOl.  a  piece,  and  Wensday 
next  is  appointed  for  the  next  meeting,  which,  I  hope,  will 
not  impede  my  setting  out  to  you  the  day  following,  for  I 
very  much  now  long  for  Blandford,  and,  above  all  things, 
/or  your  sake* 

My  dear,  yours, 
1782,  Av£.  E.  Wake. 


XXX.  From  Sir  Isaac  Newton  to  Dr.  Maddock/ 

Mr.  Urban,  x  Glimcester  Street^  Aug.  4. 

x  INDING  this  letter  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton*s  tacked  as  an 
appendix  to  an  obscure  funeral  sermon*,  I  supposed  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  some  of  your  philosophical  readers 
to  see  it  rescued  from  oblivion  in  your  fund  of  literary  curi- 
osities. '  " 

S.  A, 

**  For  his  honoured  friend  Joshua  Maddock,  Doctor  of 
Physic,  at  his  house  in  Whitchurch,  in  Shropshire. 

Vir  Dignissimej  ^ 

Specimina  iHa optica,  quaa  pro  humanitate  tua  ad  me  nuper 
tnisisti,  tantam  in  his  rebus  peritiam  ostendunt,  ut  nou 
po^um  quin  doleam  incercitudinem  principiorum  quibus 
omnia  innituntur.     Etenim  qua&ri  potest,  an.  sint  in  rerum 


.   *  Sy  E.  I^atham,  M»  D.  M  the  deaUi  of  the  Rev.    Mr*  Dan.   M^iddock^ 
Svo.  Lontl.     1754. 


/  ' 


64         .      Fnm  Mr.  G/Ygr,  ta  Mr.  T.  Wdrtm. 

nstttira  radii  tendbrosi,  et,  si  sint,  an  radii  il]i,  secundum 
aliam  legem  refringi  debeant,  quam  radii  lucis.  Defectu 
experientiae,  nescio  prorsus  quid  de  his  principiis  sentien- . 
dum  sit.-  Neque  huic  difficultati  toUenaaB,  quana  et  tute 
ijpse  indigitasti  facil«;  adfuerit  Tyberius.  At  positis  ejus^ 
modi  radiisr,  una  cum  lege  refiractionis  quam  tu  assumis, 
caetera  recte  se  habent ;  heque  proposition es  tantum  utiles 
sunt  ac  demonstrationes  artinciosse,  sed^  et  quod  majus  est^ 
omnia  nova  propoilis,  qu8B  opticam,  altera  sui  parte^  auctura 
sunt,  si  modo  aefectus  experientiee  in  stabiliendis  principiis 
tuis  aliquo  demum  modo  suppleri  possit.  Interim,'quod  me 
meditationum  tuari^m  perquam  subtilium  participem  fieri 
dlghatus  sis,  gratias  ago.     Vale!  Tui  studiosissimus, 

Trin.  CoU.  Cant.  Feb/lj  1678-9.  Is.  Newto^.'* 

1782,  Aug.  - 


XXXL  From  Mr.  Gray,  to  Mr.  T.  Warton,  on  the  History  of 

English  Poetry. 

Sir, 

Our  friend  Dr.  Hurd  haying  long  ago  desired  me  in  your 
name  to  communicate  any  fragments,  or  sk^ches,  of  a  de- 
sign I  once  had,  to  give  a  history  of  English  Poetry,  yon 
may  well  think  me  rude  or  negliffenf,  when  yoii  see  me 
hesitating  for  so  many  months,  before  I  comply  with  your 
request  And  yet,  believe  me,  few  of  your  friends  have 
been  better  pleased  than  I,  to  find  this  subject,  surely 
neither  unentertaining  nor  unuseful,  had  fallen  into  bands  sd 
likely  to  do  it  justice;  few  have  felt  a  higher  esteem  for 
your  talents,  your  taste,  and  industry.  In  truth,  the  only 
cause  of  my  delay  has  been  a  sort  of  diflSdence,  that  would 
not  let  me  send  you  any  thing  so  short,  so  slight,  and  soimper-^ 
feet  as  the  few  nifaterials  I  haa  begun  to  collect,  or  the  observa* 
tions  I  had  made  on  them.  ,  A  sketch  of  the  division  or  ar- 
rangement of  the  subject,  however,  I  venture  to  transcribe; 
and  would  wish  to  know,  whether  it  cop'esponds  ia  any 
thing  with  your  own  plan.  For  I  am  told  your  first  volume 
is  in  the  press. 

INTRODUCTION. 
On  the  poetry  of  the  Gaelic,  or  Celtic,  nations,  as  &r 


Ihm  hir.  GrUy  V<^  Mr.  T.  ft^firtim  %i 

back  as  caa  be  traced. — On  ifa&t  of  the  Gotk9,  its  introduie* 
tion  into  these  islands' by  the  Saxons  and  Danes^  and  its  <iu« 
ration. — On'  the  origin  of  rhyme  among  the  Franks,  th^ 
Saxons,  aird  ProVeln^u^.  Some  account  of  the  Latin 
rhyming  poetry,  from  its  ^r)y  origini  down  to  the  ftfte<nth 
century. 

PART  I. 

'  Oik  the  school  of  Pforenee,  which  rosebbout the  yeat 
1 1CX>,  and  was  soon  followed  by  the  Freneh  and  Italians^ 
Their  heroic  poesy,  pr  romances  in  verses  allegolies,  fabli- 
aux, synientes,  comedies,  farces,  canzoni,  spnnets,  baU 
ades,  madrigals,  sestines,  &c.  Of  their  imitatqrs,  ^the 
French:  and  of  the  first  Italian  school,  commonly  called  the 
Sicilian,  about  the  year  1200,  brought  to  perfection  by 
Dante^  Petrarch,  Boccace,  and  others. — State  of  poetry 
in  England  from  the  Conquest,  1066,  or  rather,  from  Henry 
the  second's  time,  1154,  to  the  reign  of  £dward  the  thira^ 
1327. 

PART  II. 

On  Chancer,  whd  first  introduced  the  manner  of  the 
Proven^aux,  improved  by  the  Italians,  into  our  cbuntry: 
his  character  and  merits  at  large,  the  different .  kinds  ti 
which   he  excelled — Gower,    Occleye,  Lydgate,   Hawes, 

Cawen  Douglas,  Lyndesay,  BeHendfen,  Dunbar,  &c. 

■    .  ■  ■ .    .      ...  •  ■  . 

PARTIII. 

Second  Italian  school,  of  Ari09to,  Tasso^  &€.  an  improve* 
«ment  on  the  first,  occasioned  by  the  revival  of  letters^  the 
end  .of  the  fifteenth  centuiy.  The  Lyric  poetry  of  this 
and*  the  former  age  introduced  from  Italy  by  Lord  Surry,  Sir 
T.  Wyatj  Bryan,  Lord  Vaux^  r&c.  m  the  beginning  of  the 
sixteenth  century, 

PART  IV. 

ISpenser,  his  character:  subject  of  his  poem,  aflegorie, 
and  romantic,  of  Provencal  invention;  but  his  manner  of 
tracing  it,  borrowed  from  the  second  Itaiian  schopl.-^Dray- 
ton,  Fbirfiix,  Phineas  Fletcher,  GoUUng,  Phaer,  &c.  this 
8ch(>ol  ends  in  Milton;— A  third  Itaiian- school  full  of  cbn- 
eeit,  begun  in  ^ueen  Elizabeth's  Teign;  con thitt^d  tinder 
James  and  Charles  the  first,  by  Donne,  Crashaw,  Cleive- 
land,  carried  to  its  height  by  Cowley,  and  ending  jperhapa 
in  Sprat.  ..  t  . 

VOL.    Ill,  F 


■:  ,,  j.i  •  PARTV, 

;   School  ot  France,    introduced  after  the  fteatoration--^ 
Wiajier,  prySau,'  Addison,  Prior,.  aa4  Pope-»-Wiiich  has 

"You  will*  observe,  Ihslt  my  idea  was  in  some  measure 
taken  from  a  scribbled  paper  of  Pope,  of  which  I  believe 
y<5u  have  a  copy.  You  will  also  sfefe,  that  I  had  exclnded  dra- 
fnatic  p^et-ry.^tk^y,.  which  if  yau  have  taken  in^  it  wiii  at 
l^asit  iA>uble  the  bul^  and  la^ur  of  yo^r  book. 

I  ^ffitiy  Sify  with  great  esteem^  ' ' 

f  \  If  our  nlost  humblfe  and  obedient  servant, 

!    P^mhrokfi^t£ull^  Aprii  15,  1770,  .    T.  GiUY, 

V   ITSSi  Feb.' 
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XXXIL  From  Mr.  Williams  to  Mrs.  West 

"^Miu  Urbcn,  Jam  28, 

In  your  account  of  a  valuable  publication*  by  Mr.  Gutch^ 
in  yo^r  last  volume,  is  tlie  following  paragraph:  '^ Among 
"the  MSS.  cou(im¥inicated  to  the  editor  is  a  sensible  (anony*- 
mous)  letter  to  Mrs.  West,  &c.  on  the  education  of  her  son, 
Qu.  whether  this  was  Gilbert  West?" 

Having  it  in  my  powefto  s^isfv  this  inquiry,  I  am  now  to 

inform  you,  ibat  the  ^iter  of  tois  truly  sensible  letter  Ivas 

John  Williams,  Esq.  who  Had  been  secretary  to  Lord  Cfaanu 

ceilor  West,  of  Ireland,  and  whp  was  atthis  time  upon  his 

•travel^.    It  was  addressed  €o  the  Chanoellor^s  widow,  theft  ' 

lit. Epsom  with  her  daughter,   whom  he  afterwards  married. 

Mrs.  West  was  a  daugliter  of  Bishop  Burnet,  and  mother 

ako  of  Richard  West,  then  a  student  in  the  Temple,  the 

celebrated  friend  of  Gray,  and  rejiresented  in  Dr.  Johnson's 

preface  to  Gray  as  a  ^^friend  whodeservedbis^steentby 

the  powers  which  he  shews  in  his  letters,  and  in  the  Ode  (^ 

iVIay,  which  Mr.  Mason  has  preserved.'*    In  the  second 

volume  of  Dodsley's  collection  of  Poems  is  '*  A  Monpdy  on 

the  death  of  Queen  Caroline,  by  Richard  West,  Esq.  son 

.to  the  Chancellor  of  ](reland,  and  graodsoii  to  Bishop  Bur*> 


'  "      "I  '         ■     ' ■*■  >       '    t.  I    yal.p 

*  CoUectaneft  Curioiia. 


Oh  the  Educdtim  6/ her  ^ofii  ^  k^ 

iiet.**,  tie  is  the  subject  oftBe  following  admirable  fettiei*^* 
which  deserves  to  be  published  entire^  especially  as  th^ 
matilated  copy,  communicated  to  Mn  Gutch,  is  teddered 
unintelligible  by  the  several  strange  mistakes  that  appeaf 
upon  consulting  the  original,  with  which  it  has  been  c6liated| 
atid  from  which  a  correct  transcript  is  now  conveyed  to  you 
by  " 

iNDAGATOlt. 

Grande  Breiagne. 
To  Mrs.   West^  td  tht  ca)^  tf  the  P6st-H^us&  dt  ^'bsdrtly 
Surry,  ^   .  By  Lmaon. 

Lions^  12  Jan.  1739,  JV;  5. 

This  will  come  to  your  hands  sooner  than  the  last  I  wrote  J 
that  went  by  a  private  jiand^  inclosed  to  Diclc;  probably 
the  bearer  may  stay  by  the  way  i  it  contained  an  old  story, 
to  divert  yon  and  Molly;  which j  when  read,  pray  burii. 
1  received  yesterday  your  long  one,  with  two  blank  pag^s  i 
1  agree  your  paper  is  better  than  ours,  but  yet  not  s*o  much 
as  tx)  maKe  it  worth  the  postage :  you  see  how  insatiable  t 
am ;  I  wish  you  had  filled  up  those  blank  pages.  I  ofteii 
think  about  my- friend  Dick,  and  last  night  dreamed  of  him^ 
This  letter  is  written  on  purpose  for  himj  to  whom  therefore 
pray  communicate  it/  You  have  said  not  one  word  of  hini 
to  me  a  great  whije,  from  whence  I  conclude  two  things,  that 
he  is  pretty  well,  but  does  not  study  the  law :  if  he  did, 
your  satisfaction,  and  his  too,  would  make  me  hear  it  soon 
enough.  Young  people  do  not  see  far;  aridj  what  is  worse, 
they  care  not  to  be  advised  by  those  who  do*  They  will  not 
lie  the  better  for  ouf  experience*  I  say  to  myself  frequent- 
ly, what  would  I  give  to  be  twenty  again,  with  the  know-- 
ledge  of  the  world  which  I  have  now  ?  He  is  at  that  aige,  and 
my  knowledge  is  at  his  services  why  cannot  we  together 
produce  what  I  figure  to  myself  possible^  if  I  was  tft  that 
age?  I  have  often  considered  his  aversion  to  the  law,  and 
grieve  at  it,  because  it  is  a  natural,  almost  sure^  way  of  ad^ 
Vahcing  himself^,  his  father's  name  so  much  esteemed,  his' 
friends  and  mine,  and  his  own  parts,  altogether  90uld  no^ 
have  failed.  H^  has  no  fortune :  I  mean^  scarce  sufficient 
to  keep  him  clean,  unless  in  retirement^  which^  I  know' 
(though  perhaps  he  does  not)  he  will  never  diuse;  for  his 
own  sake  and  his  family's  1  hope  he  will  rtot,,  What  then 
can  be  do  ?  mv  case  and  his  were  much  the  same.  I  had  butf 
small  expectations  of  fortune,  and  perhaps  pretty  good 
parts :  these  soon  recommended  me  to  the  best  company 
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(8  From  Mr,  WilUams  io  Mrs.  West, 

that  i^  m  plain  English^  they  were  pleaised;  and  I  was  flat- 
tered. What  then?  Why  then,  says  my  poor  father  (wlio 
was  an  excellent  mathematician,  but  wlio  knew  no  more  of 
the  world  than  his  son,)  m}'  boy  shall  qualify  himself  for  the 
grandfnondey  and  h^  shall  get  into  greatplaces^  and  so  forth.  I 
Vas  therefore  put  to  Italian,  French,  and  every  tiling  that 
is  called  modern  polite  literature;  and  with  the  improve- 
meats  of  daacing,  fencing,  riding,  drawing,  fortification^ 
heraldry,  music,  and  what  not,  I  was  to  be  made  as  fine  a 
gentleman  as  any  body  living.  Poor  mistakenman !  Instead 
of  giving  me  a  profession,  any  knowledge  that  was  useful^ 
anq  absolutely  necessary  to  mankind,  I  was  to  t>e  fumislied 
only  with  the  superfluities  of  life  j  and,  without  a  fortune^ 
was  t6  be  taught  to  live  as  if  I  had  ane,  and  create  a  relish^ 
a  habit  ef  living,  which,  if  I  did  not  succeed,  must  make 
me  miserable.  Well,  but  with  these  accomplishments  for. 
foreign  employs,  I  could  not  fail — few  people  of  sniall  for- 
tunes were  so  fit  for  them;  this  all  agreed  to.  But,  as 
something  more  than  Greek,  Latin,  French,  Italian,  &c^ 
was  necessary  to  qualify  a  man  for  these  employments,  I 
was  shut  up  for  two  years,  and,  by  the  direction  of  a  very 

freat  and  wise  man,  was  recommended  to  the  reading  of 
Inglish  History,  then  the  History  of  Europe  in  general, 
then  Domat^s  Civil  Law,  then  Grotius,  Puffendorf,  and 
many  more  very  dry,  but  necessary  authors;  and,  last  of 
ail,  to  study  four  folio  volumes  of  Treaties..  All  this^,  I  was 
convinced,  was  necessary,  atbsolutely  so,  to  a  man  who  is  to 
treat  for  to  sei*ve  those  who  are  to  treat)  with  foreign  courts. 
This  labour  gone  through  with  pretty  good  success,  the 
next  thing  was  to  find  a  patron^  This  was  not  easily  done^ 
My  great  friends  were  not  used  to  bear  me  speak  of  want- 
ing employment;  they  liked  my  wit  and  my  odes.  How- 
ever, they  kept  smiling  on  for  some  time,  till  my  father*s 
pockets  grew  low,  and  dress  and  chair-hire  became  too  ex- 
pensive. .  Luckily  a  patmn  was  found;  one  who  understood 
what  wit  and  parts  were,  and  excelled  himself  in  that  way; 
but  who  well  knew  that  was  not  enough :  I  was  therefore  to 
convince  him  that  I  had  more  material  furniture  in  my  head. 
I  succeeded  in  this  too,  from  the  pains  I  Jiad  taken  in  those 
two  years.  We  went  abroad  together;  his  own  weight  in 
the  world,  his  prodigious  virtue  and  goodness,  and  his 
near  relation  to  the  first  minister,  gave  me  reason  to  expect 
all  the  advantages  that  could  attend  so  flattering  a  beginning 
in  public  business.  What  hindered  ?  why,  the  commane.it 
thing  tipon  earth;  my  patron  was  turned  out,  and  conse- 
quently Mr..  SecreUiy  was  to  seek  for  another.     With  better 
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Inclv  than  ordinary,  in  two  years  more  another  was  founds 
envoy  at  the  same  court.  Two  or  three  great  men^s  warni 
recommendations  procured  roe  his  excellency's  favour;  and 
iny  little  boat  wa^  set  afloat  again:  the  gale  was  prosperous, 
the  weather  fine  for  a  whole  twelvemonth  (an  age,  I  can 
assure  yoq,  in  human  affair^.) — What's  the  matter  ?  why,  a 
mighty  ordinary  matter;  the  envoy  died.  These  chans^es 
astonished  me.  I  was  a  young  man,  and  did  not  think  that 
people  wqre  to  dje,  or  be  turned  out;  but  my  father  was. 
older,  and  might  have  heard  that  such  strange  things  did 
sometimes  happen.  What  was  to  be  done  now;  no  nioney^ 
my  former  patron  in  disgrace !  friends,  that  were  in  favour, 
not  able  to  serve  me,  or  not  willing ;  that  is,  cold,  timid^ 
careful  of  themselves,  and  indifferent  to  a  man  whose  Jis- 
appointments  made  bijn  less  agreeable.  (For  want  of  sue* 
cess,  you  must  know,  i^  always  a  fault  in  the  eye  of  most 
men,  though  it  be  owing  to  accidents  ever  so  foreign  to  yoqf 
merit.)  In  this  condition,  that  i?,  jn  wfint  of  every  tiding 
but  a  fine  coat  and  laced  shirt  (the  remains  of  former  lux-- 
ury,)  I  languished  on  for  three  long  melancholy  years; 
sometimes  a  little  elated;  a  smile^  a  kind  hint,  a  downright 
promise,  deult  out  to  me  from  those  in  whom  I  had  placed 
5ome  silly  hopes,  now  and  then  brought  a  little  refreshment: 
but  that  never  lasted,  and  to  say  nothing  of  the  agopy  of 
being  reduced  to  talk  of  one's  misfortunes  and  one's  want% 
^nd  that  basest,  lowest  of  all  conditions,  the  slavery  of 
borrowing,  to  support  an  idle  useless  being,  my  time  fgr 
those  ihree  years  was  unhappy  beyond  description.  What 
would  I  have  given  then  for  a  profession !  Uovvoftendid  laccusj^ 
my  father's  ignorance  of  the  world!  My  Greek  and  my  wit, 
my  Italian  and  my  dancing,  even  my  laborious  disagreeable 
study  of  Grotius  and  the  Treaties,  were  now  of  no  use  to  me. 
In  this  wretched  situation,  retired  eighteen  mil^s  from  Lon- 
don into  an  obscure  village,  in  debt  to  ts^iloi^^  butchers, 
drapers,  and  chandlers  shops,  one  fine  morning  I  received  a 
letter  from  a  schpol«felk)w.  Whom  I  loyed  from,  ipy  soul, 
acquainting  me  that  be  bad  the  d?iy  before  kissed  tb^  king's 
hand  for  a 
come  to  town 

places  he  now  had  to  bestow  would  be  ipost  agreeably  tP 
me,  that  be  nriight  put  ine  intp  possession  of  it  imniediately^ 
Giuess  at  my  joy  and  gratitude ;  X  can  express  neither,  any 
niore  than  my  grief,  except  by  the  tears  wl^ich  are  now  in 
my  eyes^  because  that  friend  is  no  more.  His  Ipve  and  my 
good  fortune  were  so  great,  that-  he  Qverlooked  i«y  tM»6<r 
wss  for  any  place  under  hini  (from  miy  ignorance  of  th<^ 
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very  great  employment,  and  desiring  me.tp 
rn,  and  to  consider  which  of  the  considerable 
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law,)  and  obliged  me  to  take  the  best  he  had  to  give,  which 
was  full  lOOOl.  a  year.     Once  again  I  forgot  that  men  were 
mortal.     His  youth  and  my  own,  I  imagined,  promised  us 
riches  and  pleasures  for  many  years  to  come;  it  was  per-. 
mitted  that  he  should  die  too.     I  end  my  history  of  myself 
here.     You  and  Dick  both  know  but  too  well  the  setjuel  <if  it. 
What  I  mean  by  telling  it  him  is  plain.     It  is,  to  make  him 
sensible  that  without  the  knowledge  of  something  that  man- 
kind cannot  be  without,  no  wit,  no  parts,  no  friends,  no 
|>atrons,  can  secure  him  trom  want,  and  the  terrible  CQnse-> 
quence  of  it,  contempt.     He  cannot  easily  set  out  in  life 
with  more  hopes  of  success  than  I  did.     He  may  be  more 
fbrtunate,  but  it  is  ten  thousand  to  one  he  is  not,     And  what 
led  me  into  this  particular  way  of  thinking  at  present  is,  that 
supposing  the  law  would  not  please  him,  I  was  imagining, 
if  Sir  R.  lived,  he  might  possibK-  get  to  be  secretary  to  some 
fninister  at  a  foreign  court.     But  even  this  cannot  be  ob- 
tained without  that  necessary  knowledg.e  I  have  been  speak- 
ing of;  as  troublesome,  as  disagreeable  to  the  full,  as  the 
law  of  England ;  and  as  remote  and  different  from  wJt  and 
poetry,    and  those  pursuits  with  which  he  hath   too  long 
Itmused,  or  rather  abused,  his  good  parts.     And  my  intent 
was  to  shew  him,  th^t  supposing  he  had  obtained  this  previ-^ 
ous  acouaintance  with  the  civil  law  and  the  law  of  nations,  and 
had  got  to  be  king's  secretary  to  the  first  embassy  in  Europe, 
he  would  not  be  in  half  so  comfortable,  so  easy  a  condition 
(o  a  man  of  sense,  who  knows  what  this  wurtu  is,  as  if  he 
yt^s  in  a  three  paij  of  stairs  chamber  at  the  Temple,  in  a 
^ay  only  of  getting  £00!.  ayear.     If  he  thinks  mj-case  par- 
ticular, he  does  not  know  (as how  should  be?)  what  passes 
p.bQut  the  court,  where,  besides  the  changeableness  of  things, 
le  place  of  any  kind  for  which  there  are  not 
compatitors;  ipany  of  whom  aj-e  as  well  nnd 
:d  than  he  can  be  these  two  years,  let  him 
hard.     In  short,  all  places  are,  from  the  acci- 
reiated,  so  extremely  precarious;  the  attentl-. 
em  is  so  mean  and  unmanly;  refusals  and  de- 
supportable  J  and  the  loss  Of  them,  when  ob- 
■adful  to  one  who  has  not  a  good  foundation  in 
iiie,  that  he  must  be  weak  who  should  propose 
)  a  friend^     It  is  for  thi?  reason  I  have  troubled 
with  this  account  of  my  own  mistakes,  that  I 
m  irom  falling  into  them ;  and  that  I  may  use 
t  more  to  convince  him,  that  any  usefulpro- 
nitely  better  than  a  thousand  patrons.     God 
^qlouS  1 4i^  for  }ys  success  lit  tl)e  world^  aii4 


fcovv  grieved  I  am  whes^ Ir iwWlect,  dwt-h^.ii  ijffpr— BteP 
iweiity-two,  and  has  not  vet  readooa  haok  (sinq?  K^^ 
for  which  he,  or  his  fucmy,  wiVt  «ver.l*e  thp  b«tUf-  ai^' 
long  as  he  hves.  Move  Iritn,  deaily  love  hitn,  aadtboie^ 
fore  these  pains,  and  this  plsiimssa.  Why  do^K  n^  h^ 
Hncle*  second  my  imreMiei,  and  engage  wnj  tt(  fix  I  IJ4( 
eannot  take  Dick's  honest  regard  for,  me  lU,  Burely-;  beudesi 
he  said  he  did  not  If  he  did,  I  should  be  waffy  videed, 
since  his  adherence  tome  caiuiot  be  agreeebW  tp  ii^e  any 
longer  than  it  is  useful  To  bimB^:  and!  4m  of  no  use  %^ 
hitri,  if  I  cannot  inttuence  hiscoadnctin  a  ^oaUer  so'plaiiif 
so  tru«,  and  so  important,  as  this.  For  God's  j«»)[Q  do  wbtt| 
you  can  (but  with  that  tenderness  nhioli  is  sq  iMtural  to  yo\^ 
towards  your  irhitdren)  to  engage  him  to  b^ar)(«n,  tp  me^ 
before  it  is  too  lai9.  H«ip  me  to  do  him  gocxli  desire  hiii} 
to  add  my  yean;,  my  experience,  tohiBeiwn;paptSi  aad  ) 
wiM,  with  my  life,  answer  kir.hi^spccess.  Biit.teUbilPi.tha^ 
his  pans  will  be  his  ruin,  if  he  will  not  submit  kbflmto  the  con>- 
duct  of  those  who  have  ^ne  throogh  a  good  part  of  tb(t  road 
o(  life  to  him  utterly  unlcDOwn,  and  tiierefbre  dangerous.    . 

See  how  tar-my  love  has  carried  me !  I  will  not.bosQ  fuU 
of  words  agdin^  soon.  God  knows  they  come  frotn  ^:l)9srF 
most  sinoereiy,  inost  gijateAilly' disposed  to  do  aU  BQTtft  of 
^ood  in  my  poor  power  to  you  and  your  uliiidrei). 

I  rejoice  at  what  you  say  in  yqur  letter,  gf  soiit?  <iomforts 
and  conveniences  you  meet  with  at  prcsieiit  at  Epsom.  May 
they  and  greater  ever  accompany  ytm!  My  siaeevi  lave  10 
Molly  apd  pick.  You  need  not  bum  this  letter,  I  wiU 
answeryour  long  agreeable  letter  anoUier  time. 

1783,  Marchi  '  '.'■ 


XXSIII.  From   the   Rev.   (T.  C6starcl,^^  of  Twictchliara.    to  his 
Sisfef,  coiitaining  Rcllt^c^u^s  on  the.  Language  of  Trage^,  &c. 

DeaVSistek,  ;;;     'jWadiCaH: Df^.*i,\t'i2.  ' 

Oxford  not  aSbr.dingaDjc  thing  jt^o 
4nd'  ^atflng  ob&eived  ii)  yo^  a,  partJo(ii 
b^eaiUse  l.woulii  wt  ha.ve  youi.like  thi 
kind,  ^{fprove  without  reason,  and  di 
w^y,  i'thougbt  I  i^uuld.  i^  eixifiloy  thi 
tbai)  ia  sendii^  you  some  sgattcred.  thoi 
ject,    n'hi<:h  ijnay  be   of.  u^e  towards  1 


H  trnniheBev.  G.  CestarSi 

judgmetlt,  and  directing  yourehoice.  The  first  thing  th«n 
you  are  to  observe  is  th«  langaage,  where  the  sound  should 
not  exceed  the  sense,  which  is  called  bombast ;  nor  yet  tun 
into  the  opposite  extreme,  and  talk  in  a  low  vulgar  phrase. 
When  the  sentence  is  burdened  with  parttclesi  such  as  ^, 
Jbr,  and,  so.  Hie.  it  tires  the  ear,  and  grows  nauseous,  and 
therefore  wherever  you  see  these  sown  with  loo  liberal  a 
band,  you  may  safely  condemn  the  performance  in  this  par- 
ticular. Tragedy  is  a  seriotis  thing,  and  intended  to  refona 
men's  manners,  and  spur,  them  to  virtue,  and  therefore 
whatever  borders  upon  smut,  ribaldry,  or  double  enten,dre, 
js  not  to  be  endured.  The  ancients  are  particularly  modest 
in  that  respect;  but  tlie  moderns  have  talccn  greater  licence, 
and  in  their  love  inberriews  intermixed  what  tliey  call  the 
luscious;  but  this  is  scarcely  excusable.  To  this  bead  belong 
comparisons;  the  intuntioii  of  which  is  to  relieve. the  mind 
'  tohenithas  been  long  engaged  in  attending  the  progress  of 
a  narration,  op  else  to  paint  something  in  more  lively  coloui* 
to  the  imagination  than  could  be  done  by  plain  descriptioa 
only.  The  flrst  of  these  is  moitly  in  use  in  heroick  poetry, 
■  such  as  Dryden's  Virgil,  and  Pope's  translation  of  Homer; 
but  the  latter  belongs  likewise  to  that  kind  of  poetry  I  am 
now  speaking  of.  ^autiful  examples  of  this  you  will  6d4 
in  Addison's  Cato, 

"So  the  pure  limpid  stream,  He^ 
And  in  Rowe*!  Tanieriane, 

**  So  chears  some  pious  satnt  a  dtjing  sinner,  iCe. 

I  instance  in  these  because  they  firstoccuf-to  jny  memory. 
You  will  find  others  scattered  throughout  both  those  pieces 
equally  admirable  in  their  fcnrd. 

Icannotdismifistbispsrtof  my  subjeat  without  observing 
to  you  that  when  these  similes  are  too  frequent  in  any  com- 
position, they  unbend  the  mind  too  much,  and  draw  it  off 
too  far  from  tbe-owin  subject.     And  yet  this  is  a  fault  that 
th  writers  have  fallen  into.    A  person,  i(i 
',   should  nerer  make  any  iOmparisOni 
f  thought  which  is  requisite  fbr  this  is 
It  with  the  hurry  and  agitation  of-the 
tcasions.     A  person  that  is  sent  upon  any 
>r  has  determined  with  himself  upon  die 
luld  never  stay  to  makefaarangues,  much 
s,  whtchare  theburiness-of  lebureand 
the  sports  of  the  imaginttitMri  -  - 

Aad^ovr  I  9111  engaged  in  treating  of  the  language  of 
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tragedy,  I  mnist  add,  that  rhyme  is  very  improper.  Dryden 
did  this  in  bis  Indian  Emperor,  but  if  1  mistake  not  he  has 
aomevi'faere  else  in  his  works  condemned  it.  It  is  a  thincr  go 
contrary  to  reason  and  sense,  that  nothing  but  a  condescen* 
fioB  to  please  the  rabble  could  have  induced  bim  to  it;  but 
the  absurdity  of  it  ml]  appear  from  any  one^s  using  it  in 
ordinary  life,  and  if  there  is  a  person  of  your  and  my  ac« 
quaintance  that  is  guilty  of  this  practice  in  common  cohver* 
sation,  when  you  see  htm  next,  think  of  this  and  ovin 
Jthe  justness  of  the  remark.  How  or  when  rhyme  came  first 
into  English  poetry  is  difficuh  to  say;  the  oldest  that  I  have 
laeen  in  our  language  is  Chaucer,  in  1358;  but  I  am  sure  he 
%vas  not  the  author.  It  is  gpeneratly  ascribed  to  the  monks ;  but 
1  am  apt  to  think  they  wiere  only  borrowers  of  the  art.  I  have 
'by  me  several  Arabic  pieces  written  in  the  same  manner; 
which  makes  me  inclined  to  think  that  the  Moors  brought  it 
with  them  iniQ  Spain^  whence  they  propagated  it  over  these 
Western  parts.  But  I  am  vastly  deceived  if  it  is  not  more 
ancient  .still,  and  have  some  reason  to  think  that  a  few  of  the 
Psalms  at  least  are  written  in  thiff^manner.  But  of  this  per«> 
li^>s  more  than  enough. 

The  next  thin^  you  will  observe  is  the  characters  and 
sentimenta.  I  jom  them  together,  because  we  can  scarcely 
speak  of  one  without  considering  the  other  too.  When  ^ 
lung  makes  his  appearance,  he  must  discover  himself  in 
every  word  and  every  sentence.  Guards  and  attendante 
are  but  the  trappings  of  royalty,  the  language  and  the 
thou^^*  must  bespeak  the  monarch.  The  parlour  must 
never  be  brought  into  the  kitchen,  and  it  can  never  be  sup^ 
posed  that  servants  can  have  notions  equally  enlarged  with 
their  masters  and  mistresses.    Tales  of  fairies  and  people 

V^  I  (llA**  tail  «<  .^*A 

1  away  bi 

Lt  well  e 

_  thought .,  o     '     ,7 ^ 

Whet)  a  person  famous  for  chastity  and  mildness  of  temper 
is  made  to  talk  loosely  or  in  rants  (the  faults  of  Lee^s  Seipib 
in  his  Sophonisba,)  it  is  an  unpardonable  crime.  The 
formality  of  an  old  steward,  and  the  simplicity  of  country 
servants,  is  well  observed  in  the  Drummer.  I  mention  tbts 
play  because  I  know  you  have  read  it,  and  because  it  ful^ 
expresses  my  meanifig.  Nor  need  its  being,  a  comedy  lie 
any  6bjeetian»  for  in  this  both  comedy  a^d  tragedy-ag^-ee. 
Shakspeare  baa  hit  upon  low  humour  in  bis  Hamlet,  under 
the  persons  of  his  grave-digg.ei$.  But  in  a  tragedy  sucll 
witticisms  draw  off  the  mind  irom  that  solemnity  and  com- 
posure wbicli  ^hoiild^bie  maiotaineid  t^r^ughout  the  whole 
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rf  wtch  fejwpesenteitions,  and  tbereforeshotdd  never  be  acl«; 
mttted.  When  a  libertine  is  introduced  (though  I  think  h 
IKbould  be  with  great  caution,)  be  may  be  allowed  to^  speak  a 
little  iojurunisly  of  a  Providence,  a»iiot  being  supposed  to 
have  considered  its  mysterious  and  intricate^  yet  regular^ 
praceedings*  And  if  he  uses  the  fair  sex  in  general  w^h  the' 
aaufte  freedom^  it*  is  no  more  than  what  may  be  expected 
from  bis  iniercoarse  with  none  but  the  corropt  part  of  ihe 
aex;  ^brtbat  such  there  are  I  know  yoB  will  readtiy  gsant 
s»e.  BrUt  when  sucb  refleoiuons'are  put  in  tdtie  mouth  of  a 
person  of  piety  and  virtue,  it  is  ab  opej>  insult  upon  ^cml 
sense,  and  oontrary  to  all  the  laws  of  Religion  and  poetry.  Ik 
]£.  said  of  an  ancient  philosopher,  that  being  in  the  theatre 
4»ne  duy,  and  hearing  in  the  drama  a  person  of  emtnentipro^ 
bity  and  worth  say  something  refiectine  upon  heaveo^  he 
imnoediatelj  went  out,  lest  by  bis  stay  he  should  seem  in 
the  Ireast  to  countenance  or  approve  his  wontUi  And  this 
was  tbe  more  remarkable  because  the  poet  washisintiinate^ 
Inend. 

->ligain :  a  heathen  can  never  with  any.  propriety  be  madetti 
talk  tike  a  christian,  or  a  barbarian  like  a  philosopher;  and 
yet  Dryden  has  been  guilty  of  both  these  errors* 

As  tragedy  is  designed  to  rai^e  the  passioiis  and  affection^, 
great  cs^re  is  to  be  used  by  the  poet  that  tiiey  be^  placed 
upon  proper  objects;  anrd  where  he  has  failed  in  thi%  ^fe 
^mditors  ought  txy-  condema  him.  Venice  Preserved  is  an 
eisample  of  this  kind,  for  there  we  are  made  topity  a  pack 
«f  abandoned  villains,  whose  intention  was  tbe  roin  and  de»> 
tmetion  of  tbeir  country.  And  this  is  what  is  meant  when  it 
K  said  that  a  play  is  founded  upon  a  wrongs  moml. 

The  mind  of  a  rational  being  can]:>ever  besatisfie<^with 
any  thing  void  of  pmhability,  and  therefens  the  repre&em^ 
ation  must  take  in  only  a  proper  quantity  of  time,  jmst  so 
vmeb  as  we  can  suppose  such  a  number  of  fects  coidd  be 
perfbnned  in.  And  the  9ame  may  be  said  with  tej^d- to 
|»iaee. '  We  can  never  possibly  imagine,  for  instance,  that 
within  the  space  of  t«vo<»*  three  hours  the  tsaiisactioaof  a 
year,  much  less  eight  or  nine,  can  be  incladed.  Nor  can 
.we  allow  so  smalla  spaeei  of  time  tor  a  joamey  from  Franoe 
to  England,  and  back  again  from  thence  tof  taaoe  ;^  and  yf  t 
Shakspeare  has  offended  in  both  these  cases. 

It  is  time  now  to  consider  the  condact  of  ^  pUy*    Those 

*«f  the  Spaniards  consist  but  of  three  acts,  andi  that  form  has 

been  introduced  within  this  year  or  two  upon  the  English 

Sta^;  butt,  as  the  best'in  our  lan^age  consist  of  fii'e,  tmy 

'v^ii^ctioas  shaU  reguixi  tUesie^  '  How  the  numher  q£  ^ 
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caiDe  to  be  pitched  upon  I  cannot  tell^  .^ut  it  is  certain  ti[iiit 
this  was  a  rule  1500  years  ago,  as  yoii  will,  see  in  Roscbnir  ' 
Oion's  translation  of  Horace's  Art  of  Poetry,  In  the  first 
act,  the  principal  characters  only  just  make  their  appear* 
ance  upon  the  stage,  and  shew  themselves  to  the  audience. 
Jo  the  second,  the  design  of  the  piece  just  unfolds  itself | 
and  in  the  third,  it  seems  near  a  conclusion;  but  in  the  fqurtli, 
an  unlucky  train  of  accidents  conspire  to  embroil  the  actioa 
and.  throw  every  thing  into  confusion.  This  is  called  the 
plot,  and  is  the  principal  thing  to  be  regarded  in  a  piavp 
and  is  the  better  the  deeper-it  i^-  laid.  In  the  last  aci,  the 
clouds  ate  again  dispelled,  and  the  intricacies  of  the  plot 
unfolded,  and  the  whole  brought  to  a  conclusion,  whiph  is 
dll  that  is  meant  by  that  hard  word  catastrophe.  And  now  it 
might  be  expected  that  I  should  say  something  relating  to  that 
question;  whether  a  tragedy  should  end  happily  or  not  ?  But 
I  tbiok  it  modester  to  suspend  my  judgment  upon  so  nice  a 
fas0*  We  have  of  both  sort^  in  our  language,  and  both  held 
in  esteem.  But,  I  must  confess,  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
think  it  should  not  There  is  another  thing  which  is  much 
talked  of,  and  that  is  poetic^  iustice ;.  they  think  the  good 
jnan  •  should  always  ^e  rewaraed  at  last,  apd  the  wicked 
profligate  be  disappointedaud  punished.  But  th  is  the  ancients 
were  utterly  unacquainted  with,  who,  I  believe  I  may  say^ 
illwa^  s  leave  bim  overborne  by  the  waves  of  fortune.  Could 
We  frame  to  ourselves  the  notion  qi  d,  perfectly  good  man»  ' 
there  might  be  some  pretence  for  this ;  hut  since  the  best  of 
us  are  but  weak  and  frail  beings,  continually  subject  to 
transgress,  there  is  nothing  that  we  can,  suffer  here  but.  what 
our  sins  may  justly  deserve.  But  I  must  force  niyself  to 
break  off  here,  lest  from  writing  of  plays  I  should  insensibly 
begin  to  preach;  but  this  I  must  ad(],.  t£at  I  h/ope  tliat  whenr 
ever  the  comedy  of  courtship  is,  over,  ypu  will  observe  thif 
piece,  of  poetical  justice,  and  yield  j^our  hand  to  the  most 
deserving  it,  under  penalty  of  making  your  whole  life  after 
a  continued  tra^fedy. 

What  1  have  here  sent  you  are^ly  a  few  loose  suggestions^ 
juslas  tbej' occurred  to  my  mind,  without  consulting  any  one 
#uthoriipon  the  subject.  .  You  staled  in  so  iiear  a  relationio 
me  that  I  cannot  bi^t  be  aifected  with  every  yixqxsg  (jhoio^ 
you  make.  It  is  a  misfitutune  that  we  have  not.  fpore^  of 
ihe^  things  p,ux!ppfely  adgj>ted. to  women's  use,  but  atpre^ 
$ept  their  e^uoatiooi  and  instruction  aie  monstrously  m'%f 
Jecti^d.  And  -if  they  prefer  to. their  beds  fops,  fools,  and 
madmen^  it  is  owing  to  mothers,  «ursea^  and  dancings 
IJcfcoplg^    Qi  this  \  am  ^ajisfied,  that^^  were  their  younger  * 
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years  but  more  takejn  care  of,  we  should  not  hare  so  manjT 
Complaints  of  their  baseness,  levity,  and  indiscretion.  I 
Relieve  I  may  by  this  time  grow  sufficiently  tiresome,  and 
iball  only  add,  that  however  1  may  be  in  my  remarks,  I  am 
Bare  1  am  not  mistaken  when  I  say,  I  am,  with  the'tenderest 
concern  for  your  good,  your  most  obliged,  hiost  afFectioinat^ 
brother, 

;    1783,  Oct.  ^  :  0^C-,\. 
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^SIXXIV.  Two  Letters  from  the  Rev,  Dr.  Nathaniel  Lancaster. 

Mr.  Urban,  jliiiy  la 

I  SEND  you  abstracts  of  two  letters  written  about  thirty 
years  since,  by  the  late  Doctor  Nathaniel  Lancaster,  a 
clergynian  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  who  resided  at  Stam^ 
.  ford  ntvers,  near  Chippirtg  Ongar,  in  Essex,  He  was  au- 
thor of  several  valuable  Tracts,  but  I  believe  never  put  his 
name  to  any,  except  an  "  Essay  on  Delicacy*,"  which  was 
nmch  admii*ed,  and  has  been  repriiHed  in  Dodsley*s  **Fngii- 
tire  Pieces.'* 

These  letters  were  addressed  to  Mr.  Jacob  Robinson,  a 
bookseller  in  London  ;  the  publisher  and  sole  editor  of  a 
jperiodical  woA/  caHed  "The  Works  of 'the  Learned,'^ 
whteh  has  since  his'death  been  coiitinuedj^  under  the  title 'oif 
J^The  Monthly  Review.** 

Mr.  Robinson,  in  consequence  of  editing  the  above  work^ 
was  honoured  with  the  correspondence  of  Pope,  Warbur^ 
ton,  Watts,  Middleton,  Lord  Orrery,  and  several  otheJr 
emiaeht  literary  characters  of  that  time.  '   * 

'  O.  Kearsiley,  ^ 


j»: 


PEAItSlk,  .    ^  At?^  11.    1753. 

'  "You  say  that  you  will  write  often  to  your-firiend  at 
Stamford  Rivers.  It  is  indeed  a  kind  dieciaraticmc  perfohH 
yot>r  promise,  and  you  will  give-  me  genuine  satisf&etiotiw- 
What  an  admirable  invention  was  that  of 'painting  out 
eho^ig^hts  upon  pa]3er!  Tell-  me,  if  you  can,  to  whom^ik 

fconom- is  ascribed,  thai  I  may  pay   due  *  reverence  to  th^ 

?  .  -        .     .  >  »  •    . 

■  »^i«  ■■■■III      >       t     «  "  '1 '!?  '       '    '  '^"^15  '    '  *^  *  'y    ■'■'^■'     ■'    )       m"**  Mmt*  n  I      I  yi    ■!    » 

'  ;     1^  And  to  a  sini^le  sermon.    See  ^e  Anecdotes  of  ^owyer^  p.  335, 
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manes  of  him,  who  is  the  cause  of  that  noble  pleasure  I 
receive  in  corresponding;  at  a  distance,  with  a  man  of  sense 
and  virtue. 

Though  you  are  not  a  divine^  according  to  the  establ^bed 
forms  of  ordination ;  yet  I  aslc  your  permission  to  appoint 
vou  my  casuist  and  confessor.  In  the  execution  of  my  ju* 
dicial  office,  I tnustown,  that  [sometimes  feel  a striiggie be« 
tween  two  different  principles  even  in  cases  where  the  law 
has  given  the  niajjistrate  no  choice.  The  statute  comniands 
me  to  punish,  and  a  kind  of  softness  in  my  iiature  inctiues 
me  to  pardon,  the  offender.  An  overseer  this  morning  brought 
a  woman  before  me,  for  a  crime  which  I  uuist  allow  t<>  foe 
ven'  heinous — It  is  no  less  than  that  of  havino-  obeyed  the 
call  of  nature,  witboiit  having  first  obtained  tfie  sanctio(|i  of 
the  national  law.  The  unrelenting  officer  demands  the 
rigorous  punishment  of  a  statute  of  James  the  first*,  which 
is  12  months  imprisonment,  hard  labour,  and  constant  cor« 
rection.  What  say  you  to  that,  my  good  friend  ?  How 
would  you  act  in  this  situation  ?  Let  me  nave  your  opinion^ 
which  m  ^\{  probability  will  determine  my  resolution. 

1  forgot  to  tell  you,  in  my  last,  that,  since  I  came  hither, 
I  have  had  a  fit  of  the  gout.  It  is  true,  I  am  a  Stoic  in  pro-^r 
fession.  But,  alas !  my  dear  Jacob,  what  is  profession  ?  All 
my  philosophy,  this,  idle  speculative  philosophy,  was  not 
able  to  suppress  a  single  groan  or  sigh.  I  roared  out  in  the 
extremity  of  pain,  and  bore  the  torture  with  as  little  patience, 
as  if  I  had  never  been  initiated  in  the  principles  and  doctrine 
of  the  Porch.  What  a  poor  creature  is  your  friend !  help  him 
if  you  can,  and  help  him  by  some  prescription  of  your  own, 
which  1  shall  eateem  more  than  any  which  are  to  be  found 
hi  the  schools  of  Zeno,  Plato,  or  Aristotle. 

As  our  intimacy  rises  higher  and  higher,  I  must  now  take 
a  liberty  'of  giving  you  a  piece  of  advice.  Why  do  you 
condescend  to  that  custom* of  ending  your  letter  to  a  f;*iend 
with  the  declaration  of  being  what  you  really  are  not?  You 
are  opt,  and  you  shall  not  hereafter  profess  yourself  to  "be, 

"My  m9st  obedient  humble  servant," 
*  This  custom  was  unknown  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans, 
those  truly  polite  people/  They  .had  too  high  a  notion  of 
liberty,  to  subscribe  themselves  slaves  to  any  man  j  and  they 
had  better  sentiments  of  friendship,,  thaii  to  imagine  that 
union  could  be  supported  without  a  perfect  equality.  Be 
assured,  this  paltry  submissive  phrase  is  of  Gothic  original. 

Your  sincere  friend,  ^  , .  ^  ^. . 

...  ^xT,  Lancaster." 


♦  7  J.  c.  4. 


78     7a^  Lettrrs^rom  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nkihdnkl Lancasier^ 

LETTER  II. 

Dear  Sir,  ^  Jun^  27, 1753. 

**TilE  continuance  of  your  correspondence  will  always 
yield  nae  fresh  delight :  nor  can  the  communication  of  your 
sentiments  ever  bring  satiety  along  with  them*  No  apology 
fcan  ever  be  needful  to  accompany  your  letters.  Whenever 
therefore  you  are  in  the  humour  of  writing,  impart  your 
thoughts  without  reserve :  when  you  are  not  so  disposed,  I 
$hall  not  blame  your  forbearance,  but  silently  wish  th^it  the 
liberality  of  your  genius  may  not  be  long  dormant. 

The  pOor  whore's  fate  was  undetermined  when  your  letter 
arrived :  and  the  softness  of  your  nature  has  influenced  that 
6f  your  friend.  By  your  favour,  she  walks  at  large,  enjoy- 
ing freedom  and  sunshine :  the  putative  father  is  gone  into 
exile,  and  the  parish 'maintains  the  child. 

You  are  really  too  modest  in  disclaiming  the  merits  of  an 
AtticuSy  at  the  time  when  you  would  make  a  Cicero  of  your 
iriend.  You  have  indeed  neither  the  rank  nor  fortune 
ef  that  Roman;  but  I  will  aver,  that  you  have  as  clear  an 
understanding'  as  he  could  boast,  and  some  better  eqdow*  . 
jinents  than  were  attributed  to  him.  Had  you  been  in  his 
circumstances  and  situation,  you  would  have  been  a  more 
tiseful  man.  A  proper  distribution  of  his  immense  wealth  . 
might  have  prevented  the  fall  of  Rome.  I  think  that  I  am 
able  to  support  this  assertion. 

Jsince  I  made  the  inquiry  about  the  invention  of  writings 
I  wa^informed  in  a  dream  that  Moses  (whom  the  heathens 
called  Cadmus)  was  the  man,  into  N^'hose  head  that  glorious 
art  was  first  inspired.  I  confess  no  arguments  were  sug- 
gested to  confirm  that  declaration;  but  what  need  is  there 
of  reasoning,  when  the  authority  is  divine  ?  For  breams  sg'C 
undoubtedly  from  heaven.  So  said  Homer* :  and  so  say  all 
the  orthodox,  sacred  and  profane. 

The  gout  has  left  me,  and  I  enjoy  perfect  heaTth.  The 
writers  upon  Natural  Evil  you  have  rallied  with  a  spirit  that 
is  no  less  judicious  than  it  is  pleasant  and  facetious.  I  have 
never  tnet  w^ith  any  of  them  that  have  contributed  to  re<» 
inove  my  perplexities.  But  I  remember  a  conversation  with 
a  certain  acquaintance  of  mine  upon  Blackheath,  that  gavf^ 
me  more  satisfaction  than  all  the  volumes  I  had  perused^i 
*4^ain,  said  he,  is  a  natural  consequence  of  imperfectioii| 
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aod  4in:{>erfection  there  must  be,  if  there  be  a  gradation  of 
beings.  But  if  there  had  not  been  such  a  scale  of  exist-> 
ences,  there  would  have  been  a  great  void  hsft,  which  would 
fa^ve  beeo  an  argument  of  less  benevolence  in  the  deitj^ 
ifasu)  to  liave  created  beings  only  in  high  perfection.  This 
system  then  could  not  be  witiiout  pain  and  distress :  tli^y. 
are  necessary  defects  in  a  constitution  which  is  good  upoa 
the  vvhole.^*  I  think,  this  is  the  substance  of  what  you  theni 
said,  and  it  operated  with  great  force  upon  my  xniad. 

Yours  most  affectiopiatelj, 

1784,  May,  Nat.  LANCASTEa.** 


:5^XXV.  From  Mr.  Rogers  to  Deati  ^^\\^. 

% 

Mr.  Urban, 

lOU  receive  herewith  a  letter  from  the  late  Charfe« 
Rogers,  Esq.  to  the  R^v.  Dr.  Milles,  Dean  of  Exeter,  aii4 
late  President  of  the  Society  of  Antiqutrries;  read  at  a 
meeting  of  that  learned  body,  Feb.  18,  1779;  but  not  lA-^ 
<erted  in  any  of  their  publications. 

Yours, 

A.  a 

Sir,  May  17,  1778. 

I  TAKR,the  liberty  to  lay  before  you  two  small  pictures  of 
aii  old  Greek  master,  which  I  purchased  in  1765,  at  the  sale 
of  some  of  the  valuable  effects  of  Ebenezer  Mussel,  Esq^ 
a  fellow  of  this  Society,  and  wbich  may  merit  some  regara 
on  account  of  their  antiquity. 

Xhey  were  accompanied  with  a  memorandum  of  their 
being  supposed  to  have  been  painted  about  the  temh  cen- 
tury, of  having  been  brought  from  Smyrna,  and  been  part 
of  the  collection  of  Edwar;!  Earl  of  Oxford,  out  of  which 
Mn  Mussel!  acquired  them  iu  1741  -2. 

Their  outward  appearance  is  of  a  book  6|.  inches  high, 
V  wide,  and  \\  thick.  The  cov^^rs  in  which  they  are 
painted  are  of  wood,  witli  their  edges  and  comers  of  brass  } 
they  are  opened  on  hinges,  fastened  together  with  a  clasp; 
and  had  two  rings  qxx  the  .upper  .edges,  by- which  they  m^ight 
be  hung  up.  This  shape  gives  us  reason  to  conjecture,  that 
Vbey  were  intended  for  a  portiablei>i* pocket  altar-piece* 
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:  The  subjects  painted  on  the  inside  of  thecovers  are  the 
Trinity  and  the  Annunciation.  :      ^ 

.  That  of  the  Trinity  fronts  the  left-hand. of  the  spectatdr, 
and  is  represented  by  God  the  Father,  with  Jesus  Christ  sit- 
ting at  bis  ri^ht-hand,  and  the  Holy  Giiost,-in  the  form  of  a 
dove  with:  extended  wings,  over  them;  and  flying  round 
them  are  ttie  heads  of  Gherubims,  whose,  ruddy  counte- 
nances glow  with  divine  ardour. 

God  the  Father  is  figured  as  the  Ancient  of  Days,  theliair 
of  whose  bead  was  like  the  pure  \yool*,  and  with  a  wKile.beard  %.\ 

'  falling  on  his  breast.  His  right-hand  reclines  on  a  globe 
which  is  between  him  and  Jesus,  ^and  with  his  left  he  is 
giving  his  benediction;  not  in  the  Roman  manner,  with  his 
fore  and  middle  fingers  erect,  and  the  thumb  with  the  other 
fingers  depressed,  but  in  that  practiced  by  the  Greek 
church,  with  the  fore  and  middle  fingers  joined  together, 
and  extended  strait,  except  a  Uttle  bending  of  the  middle 
finger,  with  the  thumb  touching  the  third  finger  and  with 
the  little  finger  bent  also  somewhat  inwards. 

The  intention  of  this  disposition  of  the  fingers  I  shall 
beg  leave  to  transoiibe  froth  "A  Collection  of  Prints  in 
imitation  pf  Drawings,  &cv"  lately  presented  to  your  Soci- 
ety, tome  I.  p.  44, 

"  S.  Gregorius  Nissenus  insinuates,  that  among  the 
Greek  priests  the  custom  prevailed  of  giving  their  blessings 
with  their  fingers  lifted  up  in  such  a  manner  that  by  them 

»  they  might  express  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ:  the  demon- 
stration of  which  is  thus  given  from  Bishop  Nicolaus.  The 
second  fingier  of  the  right-hand,"  [but  in  the  painting 
before  us  it  is  the  left],  "and  the  third  joined  to  the  se- 
cond,  are  extended  strait,  although  the  third  be  a  little 

.  bent  in  the  middle;  which  disposition  of  the  hand  effectu- 
ally denoteij,  and,  as  by  .an  image,  expresses  the  name 
of  Jesus;  for- the  second- finger  extended  strait  denotes 
the  letter  I,  the  third  a  little  bent  describes  C ;  which 
letters  joined  together  signify  Jesus.  Besides,  the  thumb 
joined  to  the  fourth  finger,  and  crossing  it  a  little  ob- 
Uquely,  forms  tlie  hatter  X,  and  the  little  finger  bent 
inwards  C  [being  the  .first  and  last  letters  of  the  words 
IJ}I20tC  xpiCtoC]  Thus  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  is  des- 
cribed in  the  hand,  of  the  Bishop;  and  as  Jesus  conferred 
grace,  and  benediction  on  the  Apostles^    so  the  Bishop^ 


--■■■■■^.11.        ■■■       -     -^     , 
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strength ened  with  the  name  of  Christ,  diffuses  his  bene- 
'diction* "         ^ 

The  inscriptions  in  these  pictures  are  partly  in  Greek,  but 
chiefly  in  Russian  characters;  which  Mr.  Peters,  a  stu- 
dious gentleman  who  resided  some  years  at  Pet^rsburgb,  has 
very  obligingly  interpreted  -  for  me*  Those  on  each  side 
and  over  the  head  of  this  figure  are. 

Father 
Lord  of  SahaotK 

Jesus  is  represented  with  a  beard  and  hair  so  dark  as  to 
e  almost  black ;  his  right-hand  rests  on  a  book  (containing 
probably  the  Prophecies  of  the  coming  of  Christ,)  which  is 
supported  by  his  knee,  and  his  left  holds  the  Cross  of  Sal-  ' 
Nation  over  the  Glol)e,  an  emblem  of  his  being  **Salvator 
Mundi,"     Over  and  on  each  side  his  head  are  written, 

Son 

Jesus  Christ 

Over  the  dove  is  inscribed, 

^(ihast  Holjj. 

And  in  the  tipper  margin  of  thts  tablet  is  written. 
Holy  Tnniiy  have  Mercy  upon  lis. 

_  * 

The  title  inscribed  over  the  other  tablet  is. 

Visitation  of  the  Holy  Mother  of  God. 

In  this  the  Virgin  Mary  sits  on  a  seat  richly  carved,  with 
her  head  a  little  inclined,,  and  her  rigbt*hana  on  her  bosom, 
receiving  the  joyful  tidings  with  great  humility.  She  is 
with  her  neck  and  breast  covered,  and  expresses  a  modesty 
hecoming  the  Queen  of  Heaven,  in  the  manner  Luigi  Sea- 
ramuccia,-a  painter  of  Perugia,  prescribes  to  modem  artists ; 
aod  in  which,  he  observes,  the  old  Greeks  drew  her  (al- 
though in  their  plain  style)  as  is  even  at  this  time  seen  in 
their  representcitions  of  her  in  the  houses  of  the  devoutf, 

A  book  is  open  before  her,  lying  on  a  table  covered  with 
a  cloth  of  gold  embroidery,  in  which  is  written, 

*^And  thou.  Virgin,  sKalt  conceive  a  Son  in  thy  Womb, 
and  his  Name  shall  be  Nare,^ 


*  Numismata  Sum.  Poqtificum  a  p.  Philippo  Bonanni  Societatis  Jesu.   FoK 
1699.  Tom.  I.  p.  356. 
f  Le  Finezze  de'  Peunelli  Italiani,  p.  310* 
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In  reference  to  the  Prophecy,  of  Isaiah  [vii.  14.]  of  "Bef 
hold  a  Virgin  shall  conceive,  and  bear  a  Son.  and  shall  call 
^  name  fainianuel."        ^       '  \ 

On  her  left  breast  is  a  star,  perhaps  denoting  that  which 
was  to  gp  before  the  Wise  m^n  from  the  East  to  J^etblehem^ 
^nd  stand  over  where  jesu$  was  to  be  born*. 

IVj^y  rrot  tl)is  lead^s  tp  conjecture^  that  the  representa- 
tion of  the  Star  of  Bethleheiji)  is  intended  by  those  em*: 
^jToidered  on  the  breasts  of  the  knights  of  several  orders  ? 

Behind  the  Yirgii^  are  seen  a  cailopy-l^ed,  mth  crimsoQ 

.purtains  W^orked  with  gold,  and  9th6r  decoptions^    in  an 

Apartment  so  hijg^hly  finished  a§  ^o  be  more  suitable  to  the 

jQ.a^eh  of  Heaven  than  the  spouse  of  an  irtisan ;  unless  we 

.^^y  esteem  such  painters^  as  this  to  be  somewhat  justified  in 

their  imagining  the  Virgin  Mary  ^o  be  rich^  and  r^resent- 

ing  hef  apartment  sump'tuously  furnished  at  the  time  of  the 

Aiti)i)nciationi  by  Veing  told^  from  St  flierom,  ^hat  Joachim 

fuid  Anne/ her  father  and  mother|.were  enabled  to  divide 

their  substance  into  three  parts:  one  of  which  alone  was 

9umc|ent  for  their  own  usef* 

^       'J^he  Dqye  is  decending  to  her;  an4  (he^rchan^el  pa* 

briel,  that  stood  in  t|^e  pr^senc^  of  yod,  has  a  white  lily  in 

bis  left^hiandi  the  hieroglyphic  of  Chcisi  and  Angels|,  am 

holds' iip  his  right,  as  salutmg  the  Virgin  with  ^f  Ave  gratia 

p]ena§," 

*   ^he  jnscrij^tion  over  the  Dove  is, 

Ghost  holu, 

» •  •  >       ■ '.  *^»  • 

?|[liat  oyer  the  Virgin, 

Mother  of  Gcd. 

4^^  ^^^^  ^6  ^ngel, 

4rcha7igil  G^ikriel 

The  i^^iqtei:  has  not  ill  expressed  the  instantaqeons  arrira^ 
pf  Gabriel,  ana  hi^  quick  descent  from  |Ieaven,  by  his.  yet 
gtaiiding  pn  the  clouds  without  his  feet  touching  tlie  fldor,  by 
*  one  of  hts  wings  being  yej;  extended  upright  in  n>e  air,  and  by 
iJie  fluttering  df  his^garinentis,'  which  h^ve  not  haa  as^  yet 
time  to  fall  into' the^  proper  positions. 


■  If  I   ■!    I     I    II    jlWWfcy^— ^i<w.— y  I  I 
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*  Matth.  li.  9^  \ 

Aurea  Legcih^a  per  Jaoobiim  4e  Voragifse,  folio  99.  vena  6* 
Vide  X  Picrii  Valeriani  Hiejoglypluc^  lil).  LV,  cap.  10, 
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The  AureolttiD,  or  Nioibus,  ^pproprwtefJ  to  Sfijnts,  i^ 
round  the  heads  of  all  the  figures  here  represented,  a^  we^l 
as  round  the  Dove;  but  the  head  of  God  the  F^tl^ei)  ^P^ 
the  Dove,  are  likewise  painted  in  double  quadcaligles  inter? 
secting  each  other.  ' 

All  the  figures  are  rather  eppuipbered  with  drapery  tl^an 
otherwise,  with  no  other  variety  in  their  colours  th^n  tba^ 
the  upper  garments  of  God  the  Father,  and  of  the  Auffel, 
are  green  heightened  with  gold,  and  their  under  red  like- 
wise  heightened  with  gold;  which  colours  are  reversed  in 
the  draperies  of  the  other  figures. 

Notwithstanding  the  dryness  peculiar  to  the  age  in  whic^ 
ttese  pictures  were  executed,  we  find  in  them  a  correctness 
of  drawing,  and  a  delicacy  in  the  faces,  particularly  in  that 
of  the  Virgin,  superior  to  what  we  might  expect. 

After  this  ipng  description  it  is  time  to  onserve,  that  the 

execution  ef  these  telilets  is  i{i,a«oo|hod  qf  painting  ipep* 

tioned  by  Gidrgio  Vasari,  in  his  very  valuable  .woi^  qf  tb^ 

**Vite  de*  piu  eccellenti  Pittiqri,  &c.'*  who  informs  us,  that 

^/Carlier  and  since  the  time  of  Cimabue,  are  seen  works 

executed  by  the  Greeks  in  distemper^  both  on  wood  and 

on  wUs.    And  tht^e  old  masters,  in  preparing  their,  grounds, 

ieariog  lest  tfa^e  joints  shquld  open,  were  accustomed  to 

[fasten  withgbew  all  over  the  wood.aUnen-rcloth,  ,and  then 

to  spread  upon  it  a  coat  of  pUister  made  of  qh^lk,  in  ordor 

to  lay  on  it  their  colours,  which  were.mixed.with  a  yolk  of  an 

egg  and  distemper;  and  that  even  now  things  in  distemper 

^hy  our  old  masters  are  seen  preserved  for  hundreds  of  years 

'With;great  beauty  and  freshness*,'* 

The  coat  of  plaister  is  very  discemahle  ia  the  broken  edges 
•of  these  pictures;  jand  the  linenrcloth  .above-aientioiM»d 
seems  to  have  been  torn  in  that  part  which  is  b^ehind  the 
Virginis  Ith  shoulder. 

The.  painter  has  given  us  his^  n^me  at  the  bqttoni .  of  the 
•  ^lets  in  this  manoier ; 

^^  Dipew  Johannes  Maximof 
/'Maximof*  sounds  like  a  Russian  name;  but  it  Js  bviiio 
means  improbable  thajt  an  ingenious  artist  of  •ip.ulE^ia.  should 
be  drawn  to  Cpnstantinople,  or  even  to  Smyrna,  where  the 
art  x>f  painting  was  encouraged  ^  the  oo(p,iii^unicja|ion  befyireen 
Muscovy  and  Greece  being  np(.4^|]|cuh  by  |he  Duxi^ie  ot 
Black  Sea,  .  ,/ 

if  these  tablets*  be  not  of  an  age  so  early  as  the  eighth 
century '(iU'Whichtbe  «ecand  Couaoil  of  Nioe,  held  in  787||, 


mim 


*^  latniduzkme,  cap.  %% 
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re-establised  images  in  churches,  in  opposition  to  the 
Iconoclastes,  and  to  the  great  advancement  of  sculpture 
and  painting,)  or  even  the  tenth  century,  they  may  be  al- 
lowed tobeof  one  prior  to  that  of  Giovanni  Cimabue,  the  great 
restorer  of  painting  in  Italy,  who  was  born  ai  Florence  in  1 240. 
I  have  the  honour,  Sir,  to  be  your  most  obedient  and 
obliged  servant, 

1784,  April  C.  R% 


XXXVL  Letter*  from  Dr,  Johnson,  relative  to  the  Live*  <^f  the 

Poets, 

Mb.  Urba:n,  Jan.  \Q. 

The  following  little  billets  will  tend  to  illustrate  the  history 
of  that  Opus  Magnum^  Lives  of  the  English  Poe£s, 

yours,  &c. 

J.  Nichols. 

•    1.  In  the  Life  of  Waller,  Mr.  Nichols  will  find  a  refer- 
ence to  the  Parliamentary  History^  from  which  a  long  quo- 
tation is  to  be  inserted.  If  Mr.  Nichols  cannot  easily  find 
the  book,  Mr.  Johnson  will  send  it  from  Streatham, 
Clarendon  is  here  returned, 

2.  You  have  now  all  Cowley.     I  have  been  drawn  to  a 
.  great  length ;  but  Cowley  or  [and]   Waller  never  had  any 
critical  examination  before.     I  am  very  far  advanced  in  Dry- 
den,  who  will  be  long  too.    The  next  great  Life  I  purpose 
to  be  Milton's. 

It  will  be  kind  if  you  will  gather  the  Lives  of  Denham, 
Butler,  and  Waller,  and  bind  them  in  half-binding  in  a 
small  volume,  and  let  me  have  it  to  shew  my  friends,  as  soon 
as  may  t^e,  I  sincerely  hope  the  press  shall  stand  no 
luore*. 

July  27,  1778,  Sam.  Johnson. 

3,  You  have  now  the  Life  of  Dry  den,  and  you  see  it  is 
very  long.    It  must,  however,  have  an  Appendix.     L  The 


*  The  first  Life  thai  was  begun  at  the  press  vas  that  of  Cowley,  in  Deoemr 
Jhcr  1777.  The  progress  made  in  July  1 778  appears  above,  Butler  was  the  Life  in 
which  the  doctor  at  that  time  more  particularly  prided  himself.  Milton  wat 
^egun  in  January  1779,  «nd  fiaisbed  in  six  weeks, 


Leiieri  fr6m  th\  Johnsm^  retatwe  io  the  Lii^estf  the  Pcets. .  9S 

,  invocation  to   the  Georgics,  from  Milbourne.     (This  in  the 
small  print.)     2.  Dryden's  Remarks  onRymer;  which  are 
.ready    transcribed     3*  bryden^s  Letter^  from  Lambeth ; 
which  is  promised  me. 
Jug.  1778.  ' 

4.  Mr.  Johnson  will  hope  for  Mr.  Nicholses  company  to 
tea,  about  six  this  afternoon^  to  talk  of  the  Index^  and  s^f- 
tie  the  terms*— .Wbwiiy. 

5. 1  AM  very  well  contented  that  the  Index  is  settled^  foi:;:, 
though  the  price  is  low,  it  is  not  penurious.  Mr,  M.  havii^g.  ;. 
been  for  some  time  out  of  business,  is  in  some  little  pet* 
plexities,  from  which  twelve  guineas  will  $et  him  free.  This, 
we  hope,  you  will  advance;  and,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  work  subject  to  your  inspection,  he  desires  a  weekly 
payment  of  sixteen  shillings,  the  rest  to  remain  till  it  ia 
completed. 

Nov.  26,  1778.  Sam.  Johnson. 

6.  Mr.  Johnson  purposes  to  make  his  next  attempt  upon 
Prior,  at  least  to  consider  him  very  soon;  and  desires  that 
some  volumes  published  of  his  papers,  in  ]two  vols.  ^vo.  may    . 
be  procured.  ' ' 

7.  T*HE  Turtle  and  Sparrow  can  be  Vut  a  feble*.  The 
Conversation  I  never  read.  ,* 

8.  By  some  accident,  1  laid  your  note  upon  Duke  up  ^o 
safely  that  I  cannot  find  it.  Your  informations  have  been 
of  great  use  to  me.  I  must  beg  it  again  y  with  another  list 
of  our  authors^  for  I  have  laid  that  with  the  other.  I  have 
sent  Stepney*8  Epitaph.  Let  me  have  the  revises  as  soon 
as  can  be. 

pec.  1778. 

9. 1  HAVE  seiit  Philips,  with  his  Epitaphs  to  be  inserted* 
The  fragment  of  a  Preface  is  hardly  worth  the  impression, 
but  that  we  may  seem  to  dp  something.  It  may  be  added  . 
to  the  Life  of  Philips.  The  Latin  page  is  to  be  added  to 
the  Life  of  Smith.  I  shall  be  at  home,  to  revise  the  two 
sheets  of  Milton* 

March  I,  1179.  Sam.  Johnson. 

« ■  «l   — yi^— WW— T*.— ■— ««*<MM«iA»  ■ I    .M«>— -il  I     I  »     I    m^mmm^m  i  ■      ■«  (    i  i  ^    — 

*  Thii  refers  to  a  hint  given  him  in  consequence  of  what  he  said  in  the  life 
tf  Prior,  vol.  in.  p.  29.  that  of  hiB  "  Tales  there  are  only  four." 

C  3 


^  |6  Left^rs  J'rofii  Dr,  ^hnim^  rdaihe  to  (he  tkes  tfihe  PoeU^ 

10.  f^LEASE  to  get  me  the  Iwt  edkion  <tf  Hughes's  l^etters ; 
iitfid  try  to  ^et  Dennis  upon  Blacfcmore,  and  «pcm  Cato, 
ixiA  fehy  thms  of  t'he  ^safiie  writer  against  Pope,  Our  ma- 
terials are  detective. 

As  Waller  professed  to  have  imitated  Fairfax,  d^  yon 
think  aTew  pages  of  Fairfax  would  enrich  our  editian^'i 
Few  teaders  have  seen  it,  and  it  may  please  themf*  But  it 
^is  not  necessary.  '     -. 

M<nf2j  1779.  ]SMf ,  Johnson, 

1  1/In  examining^  this'book,  I  find  it  necessai:y  to  add  to 
the  Life  the  Preface  to  the  British  Enchanters ;  and  you 
may  add,  if  you  will,  the  notes  on  Unnatural  Flights, 

I  am.  Sir,'  &c. — Ftidajf, 

\,  12.  'TheKE  is  a  copy  of  verses  by  Fenteor^  .en  *he  -first 
Fit  of  the  Gout,  in  Pope^s 'Miscellanies,  and,  I  think,  in 
the  last  volumes  bf-  Drydeq^  In 'Pope's  I  am  sure. 

lii  J,  N.  to^  Dr.  J 4  *^'Tbe  Verses  oh  the  Gouty  are- printed 

{bom  FentorCs  CdUedt&n)  in  the  Select  Collection^  1780,  V9l 

,    IILp*  177 J;  but  shall  be  copied  if  Dr.  J,  thinks  properr 

^From  the  saine  piibltc^tton  of  Fenion,  J.  N/  has  copied  some 

^ other  Poems  ot  Fenton,  herewith  sent;  which  Dr.  J.* may 

like  to  see*    He  may  di^pend  on  the  Anecdotes  of  Fenton/' 

14.  Jnsm^.  "  I  should  have  given  Fenton's  birth  to  ISAelton 

^^in  Staffordshire^,  but  that  I  am^  afraid  bliere.isnp  such  place* 

.  The  nest  I  have,  except  his  Secretaryship,  of  which  I  knajwr 

i)ot  what  to  make.  When  LcMrd  Orrery  was  in  aa  office,  LeMds^ 

was  his  Secretary.    Lewis  lived  in  my  time ;  I  kne w  hiip. 

^  The  Gout  Verses  were  alvrays  given  to  Fenton,  when  I  was 

young,  and  he  was  ]ivii>g.*  Lord  Orrery  told  me  that  Fenton 

was  bis  Tutor;  but  never  thought  he  was  his  fatherV  Secre- 

'     tary  ||.  Pray  let  me  see  the  Ox&xd.^md  Can>brldjge  [verses,] 


«    !<■  I    » lilt  iwihfc—i^hJlw 


^  TM»'€xpfeflition=and-a  similar' on€^lIl  N*''.  8i  ar&  iftivn  sm^ed,  to^pfepaiie^  the 
reader  for  what  i^-tfarowncmt  in  N^.  17/ where  p^ur  edki4w  pe^vs^.  sar>\h!RS0i4op 
lo  that  published  by  thn  body  of  bookseUets  itt  58^  voiviues  fvof»9;}islif^f49^ 
** fedlycorrecteA by  ii'imsblf^ 
f  It  i«  added. 

*'  Wh^re  H  i»  asonbecl  to  Dto;  TTaldren^ 

5  It  is  how'  said  t6  be  "  near  Newcastle.*'    Shelf  on,  (nealf  KewcastTe  uiidei^ 

-^ne,)  i»  'tf>  be  fem»d-iti  Staffofdshtfe,  ig  the  Index  Villaris  of  Irtoa  EiMf* 

.       II  Dr.J.  retsacCed  this  opinion^  as  F.  in   hi«r  Life  ir. staled /5 Sectary.'' 

Fenton  was  Seeretasy  to  Lord  Orrery,  whe^  he  commaBded  a  re^uaent^in^ 

Flanders,  and  was'dismiwied  iiv  IfQS,  four  years^befope  Dih  Johnson  was  boHW 

Edit* 


Zkiiers/rath  Dr.  Johnsfni,  rktatvot  U^ihk  Lvvks  ^ihe  Poeti  Si 

f;c  [1707.]    If  you  are.Mre  it  iros*  published  by  Fentdnj 
shall  take  hptice  of  it*." 

1 5.  Mr.  JOHKSidN  desires  Mr.  Nlfchols  to  send  hirb  Ruff* 
head^s  Life  of  Pope,  Pope's  Works,  Swift's  Works,  with  Dr.* 
Hawkesworth's  Life,  Lyttleton's  Works;  and  with  these  he 
hopes  to  hate  done.    The  fi^t  to  be  got  is  Ly ttleton. 

16.  Mil  Johnson,  being  now  a,t  faom^^  desires  the  las* 
leaves  tyf  the  erittcisiri  On  rope's  Epitaphs,  and  he  will  cor- 
rect tfaeoti.  Mr.  N.  is  intreated  to  save  the  proof  sheets  of 
Pope,  because  they  are  profmised  to  d  Lady f;  who  desires 
to  have  theuti. 

17.  W  reading  Rdwe  in  ^iir  edition^  wUidK  is  very  iinptt^ 
dently  called  minel,  I  pbsehred  a  little  piebe  unnaturally 
and  odiously  obscene.  I  was  offended,  out  was  stlQ  niiore 
offended  when  I  could  not  fifid  it  in  Rome's  geniuine  vol- 
tmes^.  •  To  admit  itj  had  been  wrdng;  to' inter{A>1aie  it;  H 
sorely  word^.  If  I  hak]  known  of  such  d  piece  in  flie  whole 
toUection^  I  sfaoald  hav6  been  to'gfy:    What  can  be  d(^e  f 


•  A  •  • 


J  8.  Mr.  JoilNSON  i^  obliged  to  Mr;  Nichols  for  hitf  com« 
inunicaiionll^  and  must  hate  Hammond  againy  Mr.  Johosoii 
would  be  glad  of  Blatkmore's  Ei£says  for  a  fevt  days. 

^  Ma^24y  iiso. 

19*  I  HAVE  bceri  out  at  atdet,  bNit  by  bleeding  atnd  phy« 
ric  thiifk  I  am  bettefv  and  canf  go  a?aicr  to  work.  Your  opte 
On  ^roc^e^  ^ili  do  me  much  good.  .  Can  vou  give  me  at 
few  dales  for  A.  Philips  ?  I  vrroce  to  Cambridfge  about  themi^ 
but  hate  had  no^  answer; 

June  16,'  1780. 

20.  Dr.  WartoN  tells  ifie^  that  CplHns's  first  piece**  is 
in  the  Gent.  Mag;  for  August  1739.    In  August  were  is  no 


V    '- 


*  See  live^  df  the  PoeU,  vol.  lit  p.  iiu 

4  Probably  tp  Mi«g  Biirae^.  ^ 

f  Sec  the  note  on  NMO. 

§  Th*  Epigran^  on  a  lady  ythty at  the  trag edf  of  Cato,  which  ha«  not 

o&iy  appeared  1a  the  Woiks  of  Ro%e,  but  has  been  transplanted  by  Pope,  into 
ht  ^  Mtoifi'lTtoiri**  lie  ^oblisli^d  in  &i|i  o^A  Aame,  and  tha^  of  JOean  Swift.' 

g  lives  of  the  Poets,  vol.  III.  p.  185. 

f  Select  CollActkm,  voL  IV.  p.  2S3.  ^  .     , 

»♦  His  verses  to  Miss  Aurelia  C-*— if,    on  her  weeping   at  her  Siste2"S 
Wfddxo^,  are  in  «B  t9,i\hf  jivftt^e^  viz.  that  toiJtiuuktj,  Y739.        £• 

a  4 
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such  thing.  Amasius  was  at  that  time  the  poetical  name  o€ 
Dr.  Swan,  who  translated  Sydenham.  Where  to  find  Col- 
lins, I  know  not..  I  think  I  must  make  some'short  addition 
to  Thomson^s  sheet,  but  will  send  it  to-day. 

'21.  This  Life  of  Dr.  Young,  was  written  by  a  friend  of 
his  son  [Mr.  Groft]  What  is  crossed  with  olack,  is  ex- 
punged bv  the  author,  wliat  is  crossed  with  red,,  is  expunged 
by  me.  It  you  find  any  thing  more  that  can.be  well  omitted,, 
I  shall  not  be  sorry  to  see  it  yet  shorter. 

'  22, 1  EXPECTED  to  have  found  a  Life  of  Lord  Lyttletoa 
prefixed  to  his  works.  Is  there  not  one  before  thie  quarto 
edition  I.  I  think  tkere  is>  if  uot<^  I  am^^  with  respect  to  him, 
^uite  aground. 

23..  I  TmNK  yo»  never  need  send  back  the  revises,,  unless 
«omethin^  important  occurs.  Little  tilings,  if  I  omit  them, 
you  will  do  me  the  favour  of  setting  right  yourselt  Our 
post  is  awkward,  as  you  will  find,  and  I  fancy  you  will  find 
it  best  to  send  two  sheets<at  once^ 

Brighthebnston,  Oct,  26,  1780. 

24.  Mr,  Johnson  desires  Mr.  Nichols,  to  send  him  a  set 
of  the  last  Lives,  and  would  be  glad  to  know  how  the  oc- 
tavo edition  goes  forward..  , 

April  16,  1781.. 

25.  An* 

Account  of  the  Lives  and  Works 

of  some  of  vhe  most  eminent 

English  Poets.  By,  j&c:' 

26.  The  English  Poets 
Biographically  and  Critically  considered. 
'  By  Sam.  Johnson. 

Let  Mr;  Nichols  take  his  choice,,  or  make  another*  to  his 
mind. 

V 

May^  178 u  . 

27.  My  desire  being  to  complete  the  set  of  Lives  which  I  • 


*  Another  was  made.. 


From  Sir  William  HerherL  *       S9 

have  fbrmeriy  presented  to  my  frieirds,  I  have  occasion  for  a 
few  of  the  Brst  volumes ;  of  which,  by  some  misapprehension, 
I  have  reeeived  a  great  number^  which  I  desire  to  exchange 
for  the  latler  volumes.  I  wish  success  to  the  new  edition. 
PIea»e  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Steevens,  a  complete  set  of  the 
Lives  in  12mo. 

June  10,  1781. 

'  28.  Mr.  Johnson,  being  much  out  of  order,  sent  in 
search  of  the  book,  but  it  is  not  found.  He  will,  if  he  is 
better,  look  himself  diligently  to-morrow.  He  thanks  Mr. 
Nichols  for  all  his  favours. 

Dec,  26.  1781. 

29.  Dear  Sir,  ,  You  somehow  forgot  the  advertisement 
for  the  new  edition.  It  was  not  inclosed.  Of  Gay's  Let- 
ters*, I  see  not  that  any  use  can  be  made,  for  they  give  no 
information  of  any  thing.  That  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Philosophical  Society  is  something,  but  surely  he  could  be 
but  a  cprresponding  member.  However,  not  having  his 
Life  here,  I  know  not  how  to  put  it  in,  and  it  is  of  little  im- 
portance. 

What  will  the  booksellers  give  me  for  this  new  edition  ?  I 
know  not  what  to  ask.  I  would  have  24  sets  bound  in  plain 
calf,  and  figured  with  the  number  of  the  volumes,  for  th6 
rest,  they  may  please  themselves. 

OcL2^,  17S2. 

30.  This  is  all  that  I  can  think  onf,  therefore  send  it.  to 
the  press,  and  fare  it  well. 

1785,  Jaf^»  SAAf.  Johnson. 


XXXVIL  From  Sir  William  Herbert,  of  St  Julian's  in  Mon- 
mouthshire,  (father  in  law  to  the  famous  Lord  ITerbert  of  Clier- 
buryj  to  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Morgan  iu  the  same 
County. 

Sir, 

Peruse  this  letter  in*  God*^  name.     Be  not  disquieted.     I 
reverence  your  hoary  hairs.  Although  in  your  son  1  find  too 


*  To  tlie  Spalding  Society.     See  them  in  Bibl.  Top.  Brit.  N**.  XX. j 
I .  i  T2m  advectifeiiMiit  prefixed  tath«  i«c«act  edIUoo,  ia  Svo^ 


V(nn  Br.  Jpknsaii, 

much  folly  and  lewdness,  yet  in  you  I  expect  gravity^  aiiq 
wisdom.  It. bath  pleased  your  son,  late  of  Bristol,  to  de« 
liver  a  challenge  to  a  man  of  mine,  on  the  behalf  of  a  gen- 
tleman, he  said,  as  good  as  myself;  Who  he  was  be  named 
not,  neither  do  J  know.  But  if  he  be  as  good  as  myself,  it 
must  either  be  for  virtue,  for  birth,  for  ability,  or  for  csdl- 
ing  ^and  dignity :  for  virtue,  I  think  he  meant  not;  for  it  i^ 
a  matter  that  exceeds  his  judgment;  if  foi*  birth*,  he  must 
be  the  heir  male"  of  an  earl,  the  heir  in  blood  of  ten  earls/ 
(for  in  testimony  thereof  I  bear  their  several  coats)  be- 
sides he  must  be  of  the  blood  royal ;  for  by  my  grandmother 
Devereux,  I  am  lineally  and  legitimately  descended  out  of 
the  body  of  Edward  IV.  If  for  ability,  he  must  have  a 
thousand  pound  a  year  in  possession,  a  thousand  pound  a 
year  more  in  expectation,  and  must  have  some  thousands  iiit 
substance  besides;  if  for  calling  and  digniQr,  he  muftt  be  a 
knight,  a  lord  of  several  seignories  in  several  Kingdoms,  a 
lieutenant  of  bis  county,  and  a  counsellor  of  a  province. 

Now  to  lay  all  circumstanced  aside,  be  it  known  to  your 
son,  or  to  any  man  else,  that  if  there  be  any  one,  who  bear- 
eth  the  name  of  a  gentleman,  and  whose  words  are  of  repu- 
tation in  his  country,  that  doth  say,  or  dare' say,  that  I  have 
jdone  unjustly,  spoken  fin  untruth,  stained  my  credit  aiid 
reputation,  in  this  matter,  or  any  flatter  else,  wherein  your 
son  is  exasperated,  I  say  he  lieth  iti  his  throat,  and  my 
sword  shall  maintain  my  word  upoft  hihn  in  any  place  or  pro- 
vince, wheresoever  he  dare,  and  where  I  stand  not  sworn  to 
observe  the  peace.  But  if  they  be  such  as  be  within  my 
governance,  and  over  whonv  I  have  authority,  I  will  for 
their  reformation  chastise  them  with  justice,  and  for  their 
malapert  misdemeanour,  bind  them  to  iheir  good  behaviour 
Of  this  sort  I  account  your  son,  and  his  like,  against  wlioii^ 
I  will  shortly  issue  my  warrant,  if  this  my  warning  doth  not 
reform  them.  And  so  I  thought  fit  to  advertise  you  hereof^ 
and  leave  vou  to  God, 

1785,  Jan.        "  W-  HEHtiERT- 


XXXVIII.  From  Dr.  Johnson,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  and  9 

Dedication  te  bis  late  Majesty^ 

Mr.  Urban, 

As  every  thing  which  has  fallen  from  the  pe?n  of  that  great 
luminary  of  learnings  Dr.  Johnson^  is  so^h%  witk  aFicktjTf , 


From  Dr.  JoknsoTUr  91 

Md  will  be  perused  with  satisfaction,  I  here  present  you 
with  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  the  author  of  the  Archaeolo- 
*gic^l  Dictionary. 

T.W. 

4  1 

To  the  Rev.  Mr..  ^KU^pn,  Clitheroe,  Lancashire. 

Bolt^ourt,  Fie^Usireet,  London,  JDec^l^  11B2, 
' '   ,  Heverend  Sir, 

ThM*  I  have  so  loog  omitted  to  return  you  thanks  for  the 
Jionopr^confarred  i^popxne  by  your  Dedication,  I  entreat  yoiA 
<with  gre^t^Q^^nestness,  not  to  consider  as  more  fault^  than 
.k  i$.  A  very  imj^ortuiiate  and  oporessive  disorder  has  fpr 
iiome  tifn^  debarred  ipe  froni.the  pleasures,  and  obstructed 
me  in  the  duties  of  Iife«  I'be  esteem  and  kindness  of  wis^ 
.iMid  .gQogd  inen  is  one  ot  ^he  last  pleasures  which  (  can  bb 
•jcpg^ot  to  Ipse;  ap4  gijatitude  to  those  from  whom  th\m 
•jpieasiJire:  is  revived,  is  a,  duty  of  which  I  hope  never  to  i^ 
.i^roacbed  wjth  their  ^nal  neglect 

I  tih^i^4^rie  iiO|v<  return  you  thaqks  for  the  notice"  which  I 
4iave  r^Ci^i^^  frp^i  you,  azid  ^hich  I  consider  has  given  to 
ijByttEiDe  not  only  iDore  bulk,  but  more  weight;  not  only  sis 
•extendiiig  its  syper^cies,  but.asincrea^sing  its  value. 

Your ,bppk..w8w  evidently  wanted,  and  will,  I  hope,  find 
its  way  into  the  schools ;  to  which,  however,  1  do  not  meant 
(to  confine  it:  for  no  noanh^s  so  much  skill  in  ancient  rites 
.  nod  practices  fs  .not  tjo  want  it 

As  I  s.^ppse-myself  to  ojwe  p^rt  of  your  kindness  to  mrjr 
i>exc^Hent  .iri|$nd  Dr.  Pa(tten,  be  has  likewise  a  just  claim  ^> 
:ny  .^]^lQ¥ciedgp[l^s,., which  I  hope  you.  Sir,  will  trans- 
tonit 

There  v|/;ill4fp^  ^PP^P  a  new  edition  of  my  Poetical  Bi^ 
c'ogr^hv.  If  ypu  \vill  accept.of  a  copy  to  keep  me  in  your 
i  jnmd,  be.plenspd  to  let  me  knpw  bow  it  may  be  conveyed  to 
•  you.  The  .present  is.  ^n^all,  but  it  is  given  with  good 
i.will,  by,  Reve;rend  £U[r,  your  jnost  obliged  and  most  hum- 
\  ble  servant, 

Sam,  Johnson. 

Mr.  Urbanv 

'Yotr  hive  invited  the  friends  of  your  agreeable  Miscellany 
to  contribute  the  correspcMKlence  they  may  possess  of  the 
^matchless  Johnson^.  The  following  nenaus  adUrjss  to  his 
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late  majesty,  prefixed  to  Mr.  Adams's  "  Treatise  cm  tfe^ 
Globes,"  is  ascribed  to  him  oq  the  authority  of  his  late  friend 
and  neighbour,  Mr.  Edmund  Allen.  It  needs,  however,  no 
other  testimonial  than  its  internal  merit. 

M.  a 

TOTHEKING. 

*<  It  is  the  privilege  of  real  greatness  not  to  be  afraid  of 
diminution  by  condescending  to  the  notice  of  little  things; 
and  I  therefore  can  boldly  solicit  the  patronage  of  your 
Majesty  to  the  humble  labours  by  which  1  have  endeavour- 
ed to  improve  the  instruments  of  science,  and  make  the 
globes  on  which  the  earth  and  sky  are  delineated  less  de- 
fective in  their  constructiouj  and  less  difficult  in  their 
use. 

Geography  is  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  science  of  Princes. 
When  a  private  student  revolves  the  terraqueous  globe,  he 
beholds  a  succession  of  countries  in  which  he  has  no  more 
interest  than  in  the  imaginary  regions  of  Jupiter  and  Saturn. 
But  your  Majesty  must  contemplate  the  scientific  picture 
with  other  sentiments,  and  consider,  as  oceans  and  conti- 
nents are  rolling  before  you,  how  large  a  part  of  mankind 
is  now  waiting  on  your  determinations,  and  may  re- 
ceive benefits,  or  suffer  evils,  as  your  influence  is  extended 
or  withdrawn.  » 

The  provinces  which  your  Majesty's  arms  have  added  to 
your  dominions,  make  no  inconsiderable  part  of  the  orb 
allotted  tti  human  beings.  Your  power  is  acknowledged 
by  nations  whose  names  we  know  not  yet  how  to  write,  and 
vk^hose  boundaries  we  cannot  yet  describe.  But  your  Ma- 
jesty's lenity  and  beneficence  give  us  reason  to  expect  the  time 
when  science  shall  be  advanced  by  the  diffusion  of  happi- 
ness ;  when  the  deserts  of  America  shall  become  pervious 
and  •  safe,  when  those  who  are  now  restrained  by  fear  shall 
be  attracted  by  reverence,  and  multitudes  who  now  range 
the  woods  for  prey,  and  Hve  at  the  mercy  of  winds  and 
seasons,  shall  by  the  paternal  care  of  your  Majesty  enjoy 
the  plenty  of  cultivated  lands,  the  pleasures  of  society,  the 
security  of  law,  and  the  light  of  Revelation. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Majesty's  most  humble,  mos,t  obedient, 
and  most  dutiful  subject  and  servant, 

nss.Marc/^  '  George  Adims.'* 


4.     . 


Letters  relative  to  Handel.  53 


XXXIX.'  Letters  relative  to  Handel 

Mr.  Urban, 

In  Dr.  Bumey's  late  Sketch  Of  the  Life  of  Handel,  (en- 
largefd  from  the  Memoirs  published  by  Mr.  Maynwaring  in 
1760,  which  you  abridged  in  the  vol.  for  that  year,)  thi« 
ingenio€isl>iograpberha3  omitted  to  mention,  th^t  when  he 
first  came  to  England  in  1710,  he  wrote  his  name  HendeL 
This  appears  from  the. Spectator,  No.  V.  and  also  by  a  let- 
ter in  Mr.  Hughes*s  Correspondence,  vol.  L  from  Mr.  Roner, 
a  teacher  of  music,  of  whicb^  as.  it  r^elates  to  an  early  period 
of  HandeFs  life,  and  is  unnoticed  by  Dr.  Burney,  I  have 
IK^at  you  a  translation. 

Mr.  Roner  to  Mr.  Hughes. 

^'  Sir,  Tuesday^  July  3  i,  1 7 1 1 . 

"  Having  received  this  morning  a  letter  from  Mr.  Heh-t 
del*,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  send  j^ou,  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble an  extract  of  it,  which  relates  to  you,  in  answer  to  the 
compliment  which  you  conveyed  by  me.  I  shall  write  to 
him  next  Friday^  so  you  need  only  send  mej  if  you  please^ 
what  you  intend  for  him;  and  I  can  assure  you,  Sir,  that  if 
the  honour  of  your  acquaintance  is  ))articularly  pleasing  to 
him,  I  am  no  less  pleased  with  being  the  means  of  pr(»not« 
ing  your  correspondence ;  and  of  giving  you  a  proof  of  the 
extreme  regard  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be^ 

Sir,  &c." 

Extract  from  Mri  Hendel's  Letter. 

**  Present  my  best  compliments  to  Mr.  Hughes,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  him  th^  first  opportunity.  If 
in  the  mean  time,  he  will  honour  me  wi-th  his  commands, 
and  add  to  them  one  of  his  charming  English  poems,  he 
will  lay  me  under  the  greatest  obligations.  Since  I  left  you, 
J  have  made  some  progress  in  that  language,  &c. 

V  ^  This  great  master  (who  was  bom  at  Hall  in  Upper  Saxony,  Feb.  24,  1684,) 
arrived  at  London  in  the  winter  preceding  the  date  of  this  letter.  There  cannot 
be  a  more  eminent  proof  of  Mr.  Hughes's  acknowledged  skill  in  the  two  sister 
arts,  than  his  being  so  soon  noticed  and  distinguished  by  this  modern  Orpheup, 
vho,  probably  in-  consequence  of  this  iniroduction,  composed  Mr.  Hughe9*t 
^  Cantata  of  Yepus  and  AdomSt*' 
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M  Letter  9f  ParttigCy  tie  Ahnanac-Maker. 

XL.  Letter  fr^Hon  Partrige,  the  Almansr-Maiier. 

Mr.  Urbak, 

The  invitation  given  in  yotir  last  MSagizine,  to  ftnrftish 
any  particulars  relating  to  Dr.  Partrige,  the  famotis  «lm^«- 
nac-maker,  occasions mysending  you  the  following  copy 
pf  a  letter  livritten  hy  him ;  the  original  now  lies  b^ove  m^ 
Id  his  own  bandr writings  apd  is  tis  Allows : 

**  OjU)  Frie^  ^        I/md.  April  2,  1 708. 

♦*  I  i>ON*T  doubt  but  you  arie  iijipdsfed  bn  in  Ireland  als6 
by  a  pack  of  rOgucfe  about  my  beitig  d^d ;  the  principal  au- 
thor of  it  is^one  in  Newgate,  lately  ih  thte  piHOry  *fbra'lib^l 
against  the  State.  "There  is  no  such  luan  as  Isaac  Bicker** 
suff;  it  is  a  sham-name,  but'his  trt^e  n^rde  is  Pettie;  he  i% 
always  either  in  ^  cellar,  a  garret,  or  a  jgaile,  and  therefore 
you  may  by  that  judge  whatkindof  reputatioi)  this  fellow  hath 
to  be  credited  in  the  'world*  In«  wbi'd,  heis^.poor^caiidafous 
necessitous  creature,  j^nd  would  do  as  mucb  by  ))is  owh  fa^ 
tber,  if  livii^  to  rge^  fi  ^rpwn;  'bu(  'enough  of  such  % 
rascalK 

I  tliauk  Qod,  I  am  Very  welkin  heal  A ;  ttiid  at^H^  ttete 
be  bad  doomed  me  |o  death,  I  was  not>in  the  Idast  out  <ff 
order.  The  truth  is,  itwasahigh  flight^at  a  venture,  ^h)t 
or  miss;  be  knows  nothing  of  ^trology,  but  hath<a.goctcl 
-  stock  of  impudence  and  lying. — Pray,  Sir,  excuse^  thi^trbu* 
ble,  for  no  man  can  better  tell  you  Laatti  well  than  mysteif ; 
and  this  is  to  undeceive  your  credulous  fripnds  ^at  may  yet 
believe  the  death  of 

Your  feal  bfiifpbfe  servant  . 

"  This  to  Isaafc  Manley,  Esq.  Post  >Ias^er  of  Ireland,  ^t  hi« 
^ose  in  Dttblin,  Ireland.'* 

The  aboVe  origmal  letter  is  trow  in  the  possession  Of  the 
imfaiediate' descendant  of  'Mr.  IS^apley,  aud  this  copy  is  for* 
warded  to  you  by  him. 

1785,  March. 


fffm  P^vid  ffumc  to' Dr.  CampbtU.  $^ 


XU.  Jrom  Sarid  If  ap«  tp  Dr.  Campbell. 

MjEL  U^BAK,  MorUrp^Cy  March  4. 

The  following  letjer,  wljicb  lately  came  into  my  hand!$| , 
deserves  a  place  in  your  Misceliany^  which  is  the  Reposi-> 
tory  of  every  thins^  curious.    I  do  not  think  \t  has  been 

{rioted  before^  ana  I  have  reason  to  deem  it  authentict 
'erhaps  it  tia^  cojoie  abVp^  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
possessor;  but  I  was  laid  under  no  restrictions  by  the  gen** 
Ueman  frozp  whoin  I  received  it. 

Iain,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

T.  C, 

David  Hun^e  ^  Dr.  Campbell. 

^*  Dear  Si^,  Edinb.  7  Jan.  1762, 

*^  It  has  so  seldom  happened  that  controversies  in  ph^* 
)osophy,  much  more  in  theology,  have  been  carried  on  with- 
put  producing  a  personal  quarrel  between  the  parties,  that 
I  must  regard  my  present  situation  asspmewhat  extraordi« 
pary,  who  have  reason  to  give  you  thanks,  for  the  civil  and 
obliging  maooer  in  which  you  have  conducted  the  dispute 
against  m<e»  on  so  interesting  a  subject  as  that  of  miracles. 
Any  little  symptoms  of  vehemence,  of  which  I  formerly 
used  the  freedom  to  complain,  when  you  favoured  me  with 
a  sight  of  the  Manuscript,  are  either  removed  or  explained 
away„.  or  atpned  for  by  civilities  which  are  far  beyond  what  I 
have  any  tide  to  pretend  to.  It  will  be  natural  for  you  to 
imagine  that  I  will  fall  upon  some  shift  to  evade  the  force  of 
your  arguments^  and  to  retain  my  former  opinion  in  the 
'Jpoint  controverted  between  us;  but  it  is  impossible  for  me 
tiot  to  see  the  ingenuity  of  your  performance,  and  the  great 
learning  which  you  have  displayed  against  me. 

f  consider  myself  as  very  much  honoured  in  being  thought 
ivorthy  of  an  answer  by  a  person  of  so  much  merit;  and  as 
i  find  that  the  public  does  you  justice  with  regard  to  the 
ingenuity  and  good  composition  of  your  piece,  f  hope  you 
wul  have  no  reason  to  repent  engaging  with  an  antagonist, 
whom  perhaps  in  strictness  you  might  have  ventured  to 
peglect  i  owti  to  you  (bat  {  never  felt  so  violent  an  in- 
-cliQatioQ  to  defend  myijelf  as  fit  present,  when  I  am  th\is 
-^l^irly  cbailengecl  by  you,!  and  (  think  I  could  find  something 
sgecious  at  least  to  urge  in  my  defence  \  but  as  I  bad  fixed 


I 

96        From  Dr.  Johnson  to  the  Reo.Thamv  Wurton. 

a  resolution,  in  the  beginning  of  my  life,  always  to  leave 
the  public  to  judge  between  my  aaversaries  and  roe,  with- 
out making  any  reply,  I  must  adhere  invioiaWy  to  this  reso-. 
lotion,  otherways  my  silence  ort  any  future  occasion  would 
be  construed  an  inability  to  answer,  and  vi?ould  be  matter  of 

triuamh  against  me.  .       ^.      c    :u>  *    ,u;-k 

It  may  Perhaps  amuse  you  to  leafn  the  first  hint  which 
weeested  to  me  that  argument  which  you  have  so  stre- 
nuously attacked.  I  was  walking  in  the  cloisters  of  the 
Jesuits  College  of  La  Fleeke,  a  town  in  which  I  passed  two 
years  of  my  youth,  and  engaged  in  a  conversation  with  a 
Jesuit  of  some  parts  an^  learning,  who  was  relating  to  me, 
and  aro-ing,  some  honsensical  miracle  performed  m  theff 
convent,  when  I  was  tempted  to  dispute  against  hmi ;  and 
is  my  head  was  full  of  the  topicfcs  of  my  treatise  ot  hu- 
Bian  nature,  which  I  was  at  this  time  comppsmg,  this  argu- 
ment immediately  occurred  to  me,  and  I  thought  it  very 
much  gravelled  my  companion ;  but  at  last  he  observed  to 
me,  that  it  was  impossible  for  that  argument  to  have  any  so- 
lidly, because  it  operated  equally  against  the  Gospel  as  the 
Catholic  miracles,  which  observation  I  thought  proper  to 
admit  as  a  sufficient  answer.  I  believe  you  will  allow  that 
the  freedom  at  least  of  this  reasoning  makes  it  somewhat 
extraordinary  to  have  been  the  produce  of  a  convent  of 
Jesuits,  though  perhaps  you  may  think  the  sophistry  of  it 
savours  plainly  of  the  place  of  its  birth. 

1785,  March.  D.  H, 

XLIL,  From  Dr.  Johnson  to  the  Rev.  Tliomas  Warton. 
.DEAR  SIR,    ■     ^       '  mi,  1755.. 

i  WROTE  to  you  some  weeks  ago,  but  I  believe  did  not 
direct  accurately,  and  therefore  know  not  whether  you  had 
my  letter  i  woSd  likewise  write  to  your  brother,  but  know 
S  where  to  find  him.  I  now  begin  to  see  and  alter  hav- 
JS  wandered,  according  to  Mr.  Warburton's  phrase,  ,n  this 
vlt^ea  of  words*  What  reception  1  shall  meet  with  upon 
the  shore,  Tknow  not;  whether  the  sound  of  bells,  5ind  a«>. 
c'^ma^^Ss  of  the  people.  wW.h  Ar^^to  taU.s  of  .^^ 
f  =.nto  or  a  <Teneial  murmur  of  dislike,  1  know  not.  wn«- 
t^^er  Ubiu  fi  u>>n  the  coast,  a  Calypso  that  wdl  court, 
oraPolyphemetbrt  will  resist.    But  if  Polypheme  comes 

a  ^ • " ' ■ 

This  Utter  wa,  written  just  Wo«  the  puWicatton  of  Ws  Kctionwy.      S, 


.  Pi^m  a  hobie  Lord  to  d  Young  Ladjf.  dt 

tb  me^'  hste  at  his  eyes^.  I  hope,  bow^ter,  the  critics! 
will  let  me  be  at  peaice :  for  though  I  do  not  much  fear  their 
skill  or  strength;  I  am  a  little  ftfraid  of  myself;  and  would 
not  willingly  reel  so  miich  ill-will  in  my  bdsom  as  literary 
quarrels  are  apt  to  excite,  t  am  in  great  want  of  Crescim* 
betii,  which  you  msiy  have  again  ii^hen  you  please.  There 
i^  nothing  consideraoie  done  dr  doing  among  us  here:  we 
kre  not  perhaps  as  innocent  as  villiigersj  but  most  of  us  as 
idle.  I  hope,  however;  you  are  busy ;  aiid  should  be  glad 
to  know  what  you  are  doing. 

I  act),  Aeit  Sir, 

Yours;  &c; 

1785,  March.  Siii  SbmBov^:^ 


iiill.  ftaA  si  ifobie  Lord  to  %  :^0Htfg  Lady  oil  the  ete  of 

Marriage. 

ink.  UitBAi^,  ^anoher^Squarei  AprU  20*  ' 


you  tf  copy  o^  ^  letter^  written  some  years  agd,  b^ 
tte  late  Lord  — — ,  td  the  Hon;  Miss  — — ^,  on  the  eve  of  her 
Uttrriage.  It  wair  not  intended  for  Dublication' ;  but  it  may- 
be of  use:  the  peri  it  came  frctefi  will  be  eatsily  hnOwni. 

MYi)EARfcss- J 

^  ii  is  not  m  my  {Kiwef  to  tfdc(  iiny  thing  to  the  good  ^ense 
imd  ^di<y  of  the  reflections  contained  in  your  letter  to  my 
We;  The  rationid  plain  Vou  have  there  laid  out;  for  your 
fiitnre  condncti  will  not  fail  to  secure  to  you  the  esteem,  Jove^ 
illd  re^ct  of  aL  man;  too  ii^ell  acquainted  with  the  world, 
^  nnder*-vidu^  so  Inuch  prtrdence  and  descretion  in  a 
young  wife^  i  believe,  however,  that  most  of  your  sex, 
oti  the  eve  of  cttatrimonSal  engagements;  mean  and  intend: 
to  act  well  J  but,  few  having  the  advantage  of  jfour  under- 
ittanding^  many  are  soon  misled  by  misconception;  levity, 
<>r,  tHe  worst  of  bad  counsellors,  those  df  your  own  sex. 
To  resolve  well,  ik  nothing ;  the  difBcuIty  is  to  persevere ; 


.  *  But  Pohfpkme  surely  w«%  monoaiiout.    And  so;  w^  are  told,  wAi  thif 
««**y  Ulys8«i.       E»fr. 
vol;  ill.  li 
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or,  as  Lee  the  poet  much  better  expresses  it,  to  be  ohsiir' 
nately  good.  The  word  obstinately  contains  alone  vaoxfi 
meaning,  energy,  and  pith,  than  half  the  volumes  which 
have  been  written  on  the  subject.  I  repeat  it,  little  can  be 
added  to  what  your  own  foresight  has  already  suggested  to  you ; 
but,  as  the  engagement  you  are  contracting  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  your  future  welfare,  I  will,  since  you 
tlo  me  the  honour  to  ask  my  advice,  subjoin  a  few  remarks, 
.the  fruit  of  long  experience  and  some  observation. 

Let  respectabihty  be  your  aim  and  object  j  be  respectable 
in  your  connections,  in  your  acquaintance,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  your  family;  but,  above  all,  in  the  choice  of  your 
intimates.     The  world,  in  general,  will  be  guided  in  their 
opinion  of  your  character  by  the  characters  of  those  you 
select  as  objects  of  your  friendship  and  confidence;  your 
-  husband,  moreover,  will  respect  and  consider  you,  in  pro- 
portion, as  he  perceives  yo«  considered  and  respected  by 
others.     Airs,  haughtiness,  and  pride,  are  not  unfrequently 
mistaken  for  dignity ;  as  roughness^  ijl  manners,  and  bra- 
tality^  in  our  ^x,  often  claim  as  frankness,   courage,  and 
manliness — you  will  not  mistake  them — you  have  a  friend  in 
the  world,  and  a  very  sincere  one,  who  possesses  this  bappy 
gift  of  assimilating  this  respectability  with  the  best  nature 
and  the  most  winning  affability : — 1  need  not  i^roe  her. 

What  I  have  been  saying  seems  to  me  very  important,, 
and  deserves  your  serious  consideration;  but  what  relates 
immediately  to  your  husband  i$  still  n)ore  so. 

Let  me  intreat  you  to  consider  the  first  year  after  your 
marriage  as  a  year  of  probation,  a  time  of  trial,  of  Bovice- 
ship ;  every  action,  every  step,  nay,  every  word,  will  have 
its  weight  in  the  scale  of  your  husband^s  future  trust  and 
confidence  in  you.  Consider,  in  this  interval  he  will  nearly 
have  settled  his  opinion  of  yourprudence,  yoordiscretiorr,  ana 
your  worth.  I  would  by  noilkieansbe  understood  to  reconi* 
mend  cunning: — cunningstandsin  the  same  relation  to  prtH 
denee,  as  hypocrisy  to  religion.  Cunning,  like  hypocrisy, 
implies  a  sordid  nieanness  of  soul;  and  I  both  bopeaod  be- 
lieve, that  you  havenn  elevation  of  mind  wfaicb  would  spam 
at  duplicity,  at  every  kind  of  trick. 

From  these-  great  outlines  in  the  picture  of  a  valuable 
wife,  let  me  now  proceed  to  the  nicer  touches  of  it,  to  the 
lights  and  shades,  to  those  minute  strokes  of  the  p<Mi«il 
without  which  the  picture  remains  unfinished,  but  which  re- 
quire all  the  patience,  all  the  attention,  all  the  persever- 
imce  of  the  artist.  You  are  the  artist ;  you  are  to  draw  this 
iublime  picture — but  you  must  do  more — you  must  be  ft 
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)reraiiie  and  a  philosopher.  .  Assure  yourself,  that  yotir  hus«« 
band)  being  a  man^  has  his  foibles,  his  capri^es^  his  hu- 
mours:— ^are  fo>u  possessed  of  magnadimity  sufficient  td 
bear  those,  without  repining,  without  peevishness,  without 
retaliation? — have  you  philosophy  enouefa  to  5cr^(/cA  yoitr 
ribbon*,  and  smile  good*huinouredly,  when  your  mighty 
lord  struts  in  all  his  dignity  acrosa  th«  room,  andgobbles  hia 
importance  like  an  angry  turkey-cock  ?-^have  you  temper 
enough  to  compel  him,  on  his  cooler  recollection^  to  call 
himself  a  fool,  and  you  the  best  of  women  ? — have  you  con- 
sidered the  importance  of  avoiding  silly  disputes  about  silly 
trifles  ?-^it  is  well  worth  your  consideration.  I  myself 
Anew  a  man  and  wife,  the  two  fondefit  and  best-natured  o^ 
creatures^  whp,  after  a  long  and  wise  investigation,  i^he-* 
tber  we  have  ten  fingers,  or  only  eight  fingersana  two  thumbs^ 
complained  bitterly  of  each  other^s  monstrous  ill  usage,  and 
concluded,  by  proposing  a  separation,  the  wife  from  the  worst 
of  husbands,  tne  husband  from  the  worst  of  wives*  Luckily 
their  heads  were  sound,  as  their  hearts  were  good;  both 
iirere  struck  with  the  dangerous  tendency  of  liuch  foolish  aU 
tercKtions,  and  resolved  in  future  to  avoid  them;  Are  .you 
capable  c^  checking  a  rising  flush  ?— of  swallowing  a  pro- 
voking word  ready  to  bur^t  from  your  lips? — ^If  you  be  equal 
to  such  fortitude^  to  such  heroism,  you  are  in  my  estima« 
tioD,  a  great  philosopher  ;---in  that  of  your  turkey-cock^ 

you  will  be  an ^angeL 

More  fortitude  strll  may  possibly  require  your  exeftionsr^ 
if  ever  it  should  so  happen  (and  this  may  happen  to  the  most 
vii'tuous  woman)  that  you  perceive  your  mind  too  much  em- 
ployed in  favour  of  another  man ;  yourself  too  liiiich  disposed 
to  dwell  on  his  good  qualities,  6n .  the  gefitleness,  the  ami-* 
ableness  of  his  manners,  on  his  disinterested  attentions  to  you  } 
if  you  feel  &uch  a  man  insensibly  creeping  into  youi*  aiiec* 
tion»~ho  hesitation-^fly^  if  possible,  from  him,  as  far  as  from 
pole  to  pole — no  toi^fidante;  more  particularly  no  female 
one-^bury  th^  secret  in  the  remotest  recessi  of  your  soul  i 
and  let  your  virtue  and  honour  alone  watch  over  it  ;-^conceal 
{rouir  wegktiess^  not  only  from  the  object  of  it,  but  from  the| 
whole  world  ;  nay;  endeavour  to  conceal  it  from  yourself— -« 
indulge  oat  yourself,  under  pretence  of  fortifying  your  vir- 
tue^ m  glooi^y  thoughts  about  ybur  supposed  misery ;  that 


*  lA4y ---«,  tb^  writer's  lirife;  wheni  $be  ^w  her .  husband  «nsry,  was 

**«i  to  feretch  li«r  )iat  MAh.  bpth  hands,  or  the  ribban  of  l\er  cai>,  crying 
«t^"  My  lotd— I  dyfe*t  heat— ^  don't  heat  l*»      .  , 
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trill  not  fail  to  increase  the  evil.  On  the  contrary,  amtise^ 
dissipate  yourself;  laugh  at  your  own  folly;  treat  it  cava* 
iierly,  and  the  illusion  will  soon  cease — one  serious  rasolve, 
however^  must  be  firmly  made,  resolutely  kept,  and  which 
ho  consideration  must  forego,  the  determined,  fixed)  unaU 
kerable  resolution,  of  never,  never,  nevm*  trusting  yourself 
alone  with  the  man  of  whom  you  feel  yourself  afraid. 

I  perceive  that  this  letter  is  spun  out  to  a  considerable 
length;  the  warmth  of  my  wishes  for  your  happiness  would 
dictate  a  great  deal  more,  but  it  is  time  to  conclude  it*  One 
thing,  however,  I  must  mention;  it  is  of  a  delicate  nature 
from  a  man  to  a  woman,  but  my  age  and  my  n^iotives  will  be 
4  sufiicient  apology  for  the  tiberty  I  take.  This  important 
advice  shall  be  conveyed  in  as  few  words  as  possible.  Be 
iiic^ly  and  scrupulously  clean;  deficiency  in  this  respect 
will  unavoidably  create  disgust  in  a  well-bred  man.  I  tear^ 
*  In  our  country  especially,  mis  is  not  always  sufficiently  at-* 
tended  to;  and  a  fatal  experience  has  often  opened  a 
WOman^s  eyes  ^hen  the  evil  ^rna  irreparable. 

Tkus,  my  dear  Miss ,  I  have  hastily  thrown  an  paper 

Atrch  thoughts  as  have  occurred  to  me;  they  have  no  pre« 
tension  to  novelty,  elegance,  or  even  order:  they  are  writ* 
ten  aotely  with  a  view  of  being  of  ^ome  little  advantage  to 
you.  May  yoti  deserve,  by  your  prudent  conduct,  to  be 
bappy  :  tbi^  is  my  ardeat  wish  !  I  have  th^  honour  to  be, 
with  giieat  respect^  Dear  Madam,  &c/' 

1785^  Jifflry. 


XUV.  ToSpringettPetinv 

Sffringetio  Petmio^f  Lihrdium  Artium  stttdios&y  GutkihfM 

Seveliusy  S.IXP* 

TuAM,  qugi  te  in  patria  reducem  factum  sJgnyftcasti,  jtt-' 
\*enis  omatissime,  accepi ;  6tlibens  feditutn  tuumdncoluinem 
intellexi,  non  autem  nuntium  de  matris  tuse  «gr1tiidiqey  <^ 
ftieliorem  valetudinem  ex  animo  precor,  et  c[uam  ©stiroe 
Meet  ignotam^  satis  stiperq,ue  persuasusy  ex  his  q^tt  SD&iode 
audivi,  singularis  exempli  earn  esse  matrofiaiQw        ^ 


*  Tbid  fttniable  young  man  was  tlw  eldest  son  of 'WiHiam  Pemi,  pfOprJ**^ 
and^ovemor -of  Peinis\^vanin.  He  died  about  three -yeanr  alter  the'dato* 
this  l^ter,  ia  the  21^st  year  of  his  a^. 
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operam  das  i  iSi  postremufn  pysecipue  tibi  cordi  m^ 
macte  tua  virtute  ;  nam  nihil  tain  alte  natura  constituit,  teste 
Curtio,  <}uod  virtus  non  possit  eniti. 

Qu«  cum  ita  sint,  cur  non  gnaviter  studiis  incumberes  ad 
assequendum  intellectum  eorujn  qui  non  solum  nittde,  Bed 
et  stylo  paulo  abstrusiore  scripserunt.  Cum  enim  prima 
Aindamenta  jam  satis  tirmiter  tibi  jacta  sunt,  baud  desperan* 
duin,  sed  strenue  adnitendum,  pra^sertim  dum  vifeta^tas,- 
^get  memoria,  et  vires  florent ;  ut  integram  tandem  soli« 
daoique  linguae  Latinae  liotitiam  nanciscaris.  At  hoc  sine 
frequently  imo  pene  assklua  prsestantissimorum  auctomni 
lectione  baud  comparatur,  ideoque  quandam  quasi  molestiam 
habere  videtur.  Verum  quid  refert!  Juvenis  es,  firmus 
es,  et 

Dulcia  non  meruit  qui  noti  gustavit  amanu 

Omnem  ergo  laborem  sperne,  et  tunc  invenies  postrema  pri- 

oribus  muUo  jucundiora.     Scilicet  babent  literarum  studia^ 

seuiQ(is£e  (quas  virgines  esse  aiunt)  nescio  quod  incentivum,. 

quoad  altiora  non  segniter,  sed  summa  cum  alacritate  im-* 

peiJimur.     Hie  tamen  spectandum,  quod  semper  et  ubique 

expedit,  ne  quid  nhnis ;  quippe,  quod  caret  alterna  requie 

durabile  non  est,  et  qusc  nimium  diti^mus,  ea  tandem  ef« 

flictim  deperimus,  etpene  insanientis  instar  extollimus.    Sic 

igitur  bonee  literae  amandse,  ut  eas  potius  per  vices  pro  oblect-; 

amento  habeamus,  quam  totam  a^tatem  in  iis  agendo  eo  de« 

mum  pervadere,  ut  aiiorum  quae  maximi  momenti  sunt,  no^ 

bis  sordeat  cura  et  prorsus  yflescat ;  quod  vpreqr  utique  nd 

multis  in  sortem  ceciderit. 

At  quid  ego  haec  ad  te,  cui  parens  est  piu3  sane  et  prudens, 
qurbona  virtutum  semina  tibi  ingerendo,  eximio  auo  exemplo 
pr»ire  tibi  non  definit,  Perge  igitur  ut  ctspisti,  et  I^atinis- 
siuioruni  scriptorum  lectioni  te  a$suesca$,  ut  studionim  tuo^* 
rum  messem  reports^re  denique  possis  non  contemnendam. 
Vale. 

Amstehdumh  vi.  kaUnd.  ^oyci^,  cIdIdCxciii^ 


5CLY*  From  Bishop  Aiterbury. 
Mr.  UHBANf 

The  fidlowing  letter  fell  accidentally  into  my  hands«    It 
is  ^4ften  in  l^e  autography  of  Dr.  Atterbury^  &e  famous 

■  ^        B  3 
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^^hop  of  Rochester ;  and,  as  it  contains  a  curious  specimei^ 
of  bis  Latin  prose,  it;  will  probably  be  acceptable  to  thQ 
readers  of  yoijr  entertaining  Miscellany.  Dr.  Atterbury's 
l^kiU  in  Latin  y^rse  is  well  known  by  his  translation  of  Dry- 
den's  Absaloni  and  Acbitophel.  The  person  to  whom  tbe 
letter  is  addressed  is  most  probably  Pr.  Aldriph,  Dean  of 
Phrist  Chui'ch,  with  whom  Atterbury  lived  on  terms  of  in- 
timacy during  his  residence  in  college. 

^^  EfHuxit  jam  puto  plus  quam  semestre  spatium,  ex  quo  a| 
te,  vii:  plunmum  colende  I  tqis  consiliis,  monitis,  et  doni^ 
aMCtus  cumulatusque  discesserim :  et  tamei>  nihil  a  me  in- 
terim datum  est  literarmm)  nihil  tibi  gratiarupci  quidem  !  Ha^ 
bes  confitentem  reum,  ita  tamen  fatentem,  ut  delicti,  si 
quod  fuerit,  impiitationem  npn  tarn  defugere  studeat,  (j[uam 
^D^pl^Cti,  Sic  en[m  e^omet  mihi  persuasi  nit^ilisto  bommuni 

Eenere  turpius,  nihil  indignrus,  quam  qui  in  patronorurn 
mdibus  |[nulti  sunt,  in  gratiis  referendis  etiam  nimii,  non 
quod  cpilocati  muneris  novo  ipsi  sub  onere  laborent,    sed  ut 
specie  gratulationis  m^jora  ehciapt,  quam  quae  pridem  acce- 
perint,  ita  per  beneficia  ad  beneficium  viam  struunt;  et  au- 
tupum  niqre  quicquid  uspiam  praBdas  nacti  sunt,  id  ipsum 
|ta  disponunt,  ita  exornant,  ut  in  sui  societatera  aviculas 
^tiam  plur^s  trabat.     £t  sane  quod  a  literis  scribendis  tan-* 
tisper  me  continui,  neque  ignavus  uti  spero,  neque  ingra- 
ins apud  te  audi^m  ;  quippe  qui  yerebar  ne  festinata  nimis 
fratiarum  actipne,  rion  tarn  veteri  beneficio  satisfactum  esse 
iderer,  quam  aucupari  novum.     En  tandem  literas  !  nulla 
iamen,  quod  solet,  carminum  sarcina  onustas  :  ne  forte  musis 
aequo  addictior  videar,  adeoqi^e  non  boras  taiitum  subsecivas 
^ea  et  dies  integros  in  poematiis  scribendis  collocasse.    Et 
profecto  id  ipsum  mihi  jampridem  bbstitit,  quo  minus  poet- 
fcach  quandam  farragihem  ante  ocylos  tuos  ex()onerem,  quae 
publici  quidem  juris  facta  cum  sit,  deberet  recta  ad  te  pro- 
ficisci;  riisi  id  yetuisset  cum  tua,  vir  plurimum  reverende, 
fiuctoiitas,  turn  nostra,  quantulacunqiie  sit,  verecundia.  Res- 
tat  jani,  ut  abjectis  niagis,  sapere' tandem  incipiain,  et  dere- 
lictis  amqenioribus  musaruip  qiverticulis,  per  omnifariae  doc- 
trinsB  campos  lonWe  lateque  expatibr.     Et  profecto,  cum,  ut 
i'ei  literariaB  sediilo  operand  navem,  multa  sint  quab  exhor- 
|:entur,  multa  etiam  quae  acceildant,  nihil  tamen  mihi  acri« 
Ores  stimufos  injecit,  quam  ut  exincje  dignum  aliquid  moliar 
Gui  tuum,  vir  o{:^time  !  inscribatur  hom^n  ;  adeoque  palaoi 
ip  oqipibus  et  seipsa  innotescat,  quod  nunc  clanculi^n  et 
yerbotenus  profiteer 

Favoris  scilii^et  tui  perquapi  studiQSum  esse 
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XLVI.  From  Dr.  Johnson  to  a  young  Clergyman,  a  Fellow  of  a 

College  in  Cambridge. 


Dear  Sik,  Bolt- Court,  Aug.  30,  1780. 

Not  many  days  ago  Dr.  Lawrance  shewed  me  a  letter,  in 
which  you  make  mention  of  me;  I  hope,  therefore,  you 
will  not  be  displeased  that  I  endeavour  to  preserve  your 
good-will  by  some  observations  which  your  letter  suggested 
tome. 

You  are  afraid  of  falling  into  some  improprieties  in  the 
daily  service,  by  reading  to  an  audience  that  requires  no  ex* 
actness.  Your  fear,  I  hope,  secures  you  from  danger. 
They  who  contract  absurd  habits  are  such  as  have  no  fear. 
It  is  impossible  to  do  the  same  thing  very  often  without 
some  peculiarity  of  manner;  but  that  manqer  may  be  good 
or  bad,  and  a  little  care  will  at  least  preserve  it  from  being 
W;  to  make  it  very  good,  there  must,  I  think,  be  some- 
thing of  natural  or  casual  felicity,  which  cannot  be  taught. 

Your  present  method  of  making  your  sermons  seems  very 
judicious.  Few  frequent  preachers  cai)  be  supposed  to  have 
sermons  more  their  own  than  your's  will  be,  Take  care  tq 
register  sonaewhere  or  other  the  authors  from  whom  your 
several  discourses  are  borrowed,  and  do  not  imagine  that  vQi^ 
shall  always  remember  even  what  perhaps  ypu  now  thiuK  it 
impossible  to  forget. 

My  advice,  however,  is,  that  you  attempt  from  time  to 
time  an  original  sermon,"  and  in  the  labour  of  composition 
do  not  burden  your  mind  with  too  much  at  once;  do  not 
exact  from  yourself,  at  one  effort  of  excogitation,  propriety 
of  thought  and  elegance  of  expression.  Invent  first,  and 
tlien  eoibellish.  .  The  production  of  something,  where  nq? 
thin^  was  before,  is  an  act  of  greater  energy  than  the  ex*.- 
pansion  or  decoration  of  the  thing  produced.  Set  down 
diligently  your  thoughts,  as  they  rise,  in  the  first  words 
that  occur>  and  wben  you  have  matter,  you  will  easily  give 
it  form;  nor  perhaps  will  this  method  be  always  necessai^j 
for  by  habit  your  thoughts  and  diction  will  flow  together. 

The  coqaposition  of  sermons  is  not  very  difficult:  the  di- 
visions not  only  help  the  memory  of  the  hearei^i  but  direct; 
the  judgment  of  the  writer;  they  supply  sources  of  inven- 
tion, and  keep  every  part  in  its  proper  place. 

What  I  like  least  in  your  letter  is  your  account  of  the 
?pan?iers  of  your  parish;  from  which  I  gather,  that  it  h«» 
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been  long  neglected  by  the  fiarson.  Hie  dean  of  Carlisle^j 
who  was  then  %  litdp  rectpr  in  Northamptonshire,  tqlcl  me 
that  it  might  be  discerned  whether  or  no  thef  e  was  a  clergy* 
inan  resident  in  the  parish,  by  the  civil  or  savage  manners 
pf  the  people,  Sucb  a  conj^egation  as  your?  stands  \xi  much 
need  of  reformation;  ai^dl  would  not  have  you  think  U 
Impossible  to  reform  them.  A  very  savag^e  parish  was  ci- 
yilised  by  ^  decayed  gentlewoman,  who  came  among  them 
\o  t^act}  a  petty  school.  My  learned  friend^  Or.  Wneeler, 
pf  Oxford,  when  he  w^  a  young  man,  had  the  care  of  ^ 
peighbquring  pi^cish  for  fifteen  pounds  a  year,  which  he 
iya$^  never  paid;  but  he  cqimted  it  a  convenience  that  it 
compelled  him  to  make  a  sermon  weekly.  One  woman  he 
jpoylc)  no(  bring  to  the  cqnmiunion;  and,  when  he  reproved 
or  eijphorted  her,  she  only  answered  that  she  w^  no  ^holan 
^e  was  advised  to  set  some  good  woman  or  man  of  the  pa- 
rish, ^  liitle  wiser  than  herself,  to  talk  to  her  in  language 
level  to  her  mind.  Such  honest,  I  may  call  them  holy,  arti« 
iices,  must  be  practised  by  every  clergynfian,  for  ail  m^san^ 
ipus);  be  tried  by  which  souls  may  l^e  saved.  Talk  to  your 
people^  boweveri  as  much  as  you  can,  and  you  will  find^ 
f hat  the  tpo|-e  frequently  you  converse  with  fhem  upon  relict 
gioq?  subjects,  the  more  willingly  they  will  attend,  aqd  the 
tnore  submissively  they  will  learn.  A  clergyman-s  diligei^ce 
jilways  makes  him  veiierable.  I  think  I  nave  now  only'  to.' 
^ay,*that^  in  the  momentous  wprk  you  baye  undertaken^  { 
pniy  God  to  bless  you, 

I  am.  Sir, 

Yojir  mpiit  hl(nible  servant, 
^7^5,  Ai{^.  Sam,  JoHNsoif, 


Elavil.  Fcom  Hr*  Johnson  to  Warren  Hastings^  Esq.  Gcxvernor 

Geperalin  Bengal/       ^  ■  ^ 


1  ?• ' 


Sm,  Jan.  !j,  178n 

^MIDST  the  importance  and  multiplicity  of  ai&irs  in  which 
your  great  office  engages  you,  I  take  the  liberty  of  recalling 

Jrour  attention  for  a  moment  to  literature,  and  will  not'pro^ 
ong  thie  ipterruptioi^  by  af|  apology,  ^hiqh  youi;  character 

pakes  needless.  , 


\ 


mt^'mr^m^mmm^mm^m\*v  m  i  ■■  .m ,ii».— h^^ph    iwfiw^w^^w^ 


y  Or.  Perc !• 


I       1   * 


From  Dr.  Jcknsan  and  Dr.  Adorns^  .  10$ 

Mr.  Hoole,  a  gentleman  long  knorni  and  long  esteemed 
In  the  Indf  a^h^nse,  after  having  translated  Tasso,  has  an« 
/jertaken  Ariosto.  How  well  he  is  <]ualified  for  bisunder* 
taking  he  has  already  shewn.  He  is  desirous,  Sir,  of  ytnir 
^vour  in  promoting  bis  proposals,  and  flatters  me  by  sup<# 
posing  that  my  testimony  may  advance  his  interest 

It  is  a  new  thing  for  a  clerk  of  the  India*bouse  to  translate" 
poets — ^it  i«  new  for  a  governor  of  Bengal  to  patronize  ieam<« 
}ng.  That  he  may  find  his  ingenuity  rewarded,  and  that 
learning  may  flourish  und^r  your  protection,  is  the  wish  of. 

Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

jl785^  Jurie.  Sam.  Johnson* 


XLVfll.  From  Dr.  Johnson  and  Dr.  Adams* 
Pr.  Johnson  to  Mr.  J,  Elphinstone, 
Dear  Sir,  SepL  25,  1750. 

You  have,  a$  1  find  by  every  kind  of  evidence,  lost  an  ex- 
fitWpnt  mother,  and  I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  incapable 
of  partaking  of  ypur  grief.  I  have  a  mother  now  eighty-two 
years  of  a^e^  whom  therefore  I  must  soon  lose^  unless  it 

I)lease  God  that  she  rather  should  mourn  for  me.  I  read  the 
etters  in  which  you  relate  your  mother's  death  to  Mrs« 
Str^an^;  and  I  think  I  do  myself  honour,  when  I  tell  you^ 
that  I  read  them  with  tears.  But  tears  are  neither  to  me^p 
nor  to  you,  of  ^ny  farther  use,  when  once  the  tribute  of  na- 
ture has  been  paid.  The  bi^siness  of  life  summons  us  away 
from  useless  grief,  and  calls  us  to  the  exercise  of  those  vir-» 
^ues  of  which  y^e  are  lamenting  our  deprivation.  The 
greatej^t  benefit  which  one  friend  can  confer  upon  another  is, 
to  guard,  for  so  surely  it  must  be,  and  incite,  and  elevate^ 
his  virtues.  This  your  mother  will  still  perform,  if  you  di- 
ligently preserve  the  memory  of  ber  life,  and  of  her  death ; 
a  life,  so  far  as  J  can  learn,  useful,  wise,  and  innocent ;  and 
fL  death,  resigned,  peaceful,  and  holy.  I  cannot  forbear  to 
jnention,  that  neither  reason  nor  revelation  denies  you  to 
Hope,  ^at  you  may  increase  her  happiness,  by  obeying  het 
precepts^  and  that  she  may,  in  her^ present  state,  look  with 
][>Ieasure  upon  every  act  of  virtu^  to  which  ber  instructions 
'^^nd  example  have  contributed.    Whether  this  be  more  than 
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a  pleasing  dream,  or  a  just  opinion  of  separate  spirits,  is  fn- 
deed  of  no  great  importance  to  us,  when  we  consider  our* 
selves  as  acting  under  tiie  eye  of  God ;  yet  surely  there  is 
something  pleasing  in  the  belief,  that  our  separation  from 
those  whom  we  love  is  merely  corporeal ;  ana  it  may  be  a 
great  incitement  to  virtuous  friendship,  if  it  can  be  made 
probable,  that  that  union  has  received  the  divine  approba- 
toon,  and  shall  continue  to  eternity. — ^There  is  one  expe- 
dient by  which  you  may,  in  some  degree,  continue  her 
presence.  If  you  write  down  minutely  what  you  can  remem- 
ber of  her  from  your  earliest  years,  you  will  read  it  with 
great  pleasure,  and  receive  from  it  many  hints  of  soothing 
recollection  when  time  shall  remove  her  yet  farther  from 
you,  and  your  grief  shall  be  matured. to  veneration.  To  this, 
however  painful  for  the  present,  I  cannot  but  advise  you, 
ai$  to  a  source  of  comfort  and  satisfaction  in  the  time  to  come ; 
for  all  comfort  and  all  satisfaction  is  sincerely  wished  you  by, 
dear  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

Samuel  Johnson, 

JIr.  Urban,  Oxford^  OcL  22,  1785, 

In  your  la^t  month's  Review  of  Books  you  have  asserted, 
^that  the  publication  of  Dr.  Johnson's  Prayers  and  Medita- 
tions appears  to  have  been  at  the  instance  of  Dr.  Adams, 
Master  of  Pembroke  College,  in  Oxford.*'  This  is  more 
than  I  think  you  are  warranted  by  the  Editor's  Preface*  to 
say ;  and  is  so  far  from  being;  true,  that  Dr.  Adams  never 
saw  a  line  of  these  compositions  before  they  appeared  in 
print,  nor  ever  heard  from  Dr.  Johnson,  or  the  Editor,  that 
any  s^ich  existed.  Had  he  been  consulted  about  the  pub- 
lication, he  would  certainly  have  given  his  voice  against  it: 
and  he  therefore  hopes  that  you  will  clear  him,  in  as  public 
a  manner  as  you  can,  from  being  any  wav  access?iry  to  it. 

1785,  Oct  W.  Adams. 


*  The  words  of  the  Preface,  which  led  to  the  supposition,  are,  "Being  last^ 
fummer  on  a  visit  at  Oxford  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Adams  (Master  Of  Pemhroke  Colv' 
ieg«?,  at  which  Dr.  Johnson  received  part  of  tiis  education,)  and  that  gentleman 
.urging  him  repeatejily  to  engage  in  some  work  of  this  kind,  he  then  first  con^ 
fbeived  a  designto  revise  these  pious  efiusions,  and  bequeath  them,  with  enlaigck 
kieats,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  others."    Edit. 
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XLIX.  Letters  to  and  from  Dr.  Johnson,  on  Suicide* 

•       Mr.  Urban,  Bathy  Feb.  14. 

As  a  very  dangerous  misconstruction  of  a  passage  in  a  work 
of  the  late  Dr.  Johnson  appears  to  have  been  made  by  some 
persons  ;  and  though  the  Dr.  kindly  condescended  to  cor- 
rect the  eiToc^  through  the  same  channel  that  the  remark 
was  first  intended  to  be  conveyed  to  him ;  yet  as  the  miscoti^ 
^tnictwn  arising  from  a  book  may  long  survive  the  explanatiofi 
contained  in  a  newspaper^  I  beg  leave,  through  your  lasting 
Repository^  injustice  to  the  character  of  a  most  worthy  man, 
to  perpetuate  the  Dr.'s  Vindication  of  himself,  as  well  as  ta 
jBommunicate  to  the  world  the  steps  which  led  to  it 

Yours,  &c, 

A.R 

LETTER  I. 

Silt,  Bathy  May  4,  1782. 

Conscious  of  the  motive  from  which  I  write,  and  trusting 
that  it  will  readily  and  clearly  appear ;  I  shall  leave  it  to 
plead  my  excuse  for  the  trouble  I  may  hereby  give  you. — 
Without  farther  preface,  therefore,  I  take  the  liberty  to  in- 
form you,  that,  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  Dec.  12  last,  a 
person,  in  the  character  of  a  master  of  an  academy,  recom- 
mended the  *^  Beautiesof  your  Writings,"  a  book  published 
last  year,  to  all  persons  who  have  the  care  of  youtn,  as  well 
calculated  to  convey  at  once  both  pleasure  and  instruction, 
particularly  to  young  minds.  However,  he  pointed  out  one 
passage  iu  it,  under  the  article  Death,  which,  he  said,  is 
supposed  by  some  readers  to  recommend  suicide  ;  but  know- 
ing your  principles  too  w^U  to  join  in  this  opinion,  he  hoped 
you  would  favour  the  public,  through  the  channel  of  the 
tome  paper,  with  an  explanation,  which  might  effectually  re- 
inove  so  erroneous  an  idea.  The  passage  is  as  follows ;  "  To 
die,  is  the  fate  of  man  \  but  to  die  with  lingering  anguish  is 
generally  his  folly.- ' 

I  cooiess,  I  have  joined  in  the  wish  of  the  letter-writer, 
but  have  ndt  had  die  pleasure  of  seeing  it  gratified.^  Possi- 
bly the  letter  has  hot  come  to  your  knowledge,  and  there-^. 
fore  I  take  this  method  of  acquainting  you  with  it  \  or  pro* 
bably  the  passage,  when  taken  with-  the  context,  loses  its 
pceptionable  appearance.    I  own,  1 4^  i^ot  recollect  ipy 


r  " 
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Imring  met  with  it  in  any  of  your  worls,  though  I  cannot  bnt 
suppose  it  is  to  be  fo&nd  tbere^  and  on  that  account  you 
may  have  thought  it  unnecessary  to  give  it  any  farther  expla-* 
nation*  Whatever  may  be  the  cause  of  your  not  having  taken 
any  notice  of  the  letter,  I  cannot  be  satbfied  whilst  any 
tbi!>g7  which  has  the  sanction  of  your  name,  even  appears^ 
iineonvroverted,  to  recommend  suicide ;  whHst  the  acknow- 
ledged friend  of  Religion  apd  Virtue  is  suppbeed^  uncontra'* 
dieted,  to  have  published  any  sentiment  inconsistent  with 
the  Christian  Religion.  I  shall  still  hope,  therefore,  tjxat 
you  will  not  think  your  time  mis-spentbypublkly' removing 
this,  possibly,  "stone  of  stumbling,**  this,  a$  it  appeafs^ 
•*rock  of  ofFeoce;**  especially  as  your  silence  may  tend  t& 
confirm  the  opiiiion  of  those  who  understand  the  passage  i» 
this  very  unfavourable  sense ;  and  if  you  shall  think  this  de-? 
serving  of  your  private  notice,  you  will  thereby  confer  an 
honour,  as  well  as  an  obligation,  on.  Sir,  your  obedieut 
bumble  servant^  &c. 

To  Xfx.  Johnson,  &c. 

LETTER  IL 

i 

Snt,  May  I5f  |7»2» 

Being  now  in  tbe  country  in  a  state  of  recovery,  as  I  bope« 
&om  a  very  oppressive  disorder,  I  cannot  neglect  the  ac^ 
knowledgement  of  your  Christian  letter.  The  book  called 
f*  Beautiesof  J — ~n,**  is  the  productipn  of  I  know  not  whom ; 
I  never  ^w  it  but  by  casual  inspection,  aqd  considered  myf 
self  as  utterly  disengaged  from  its  consequences*  Of  the 
passage  yoo  mention  I  remember  spm^  notice  in  gcime  pa-r 
per }  but  knowing  that  it  must  be  o^isrepresented,  I  tbous^ 
^f  it  no  more,  i^or  do-I  now  know  where  to  find  it  in  my  own 
]books»  i  am  accustomed  to  think  little  of  newspapers  j  but 
ah  opinion  so  weighty  and  serious  as  yours  h^  determined 
|iie  to  do^  what  I  should,  without  your  seasonable  adAionit 
tioD,  have  omitted;  and  I  will  i^if^ct  my  tl>oiight  to  l^ 
shewn  in  its  ;:rue  ^tiate.  Jf  I  could  find  (he  passage,  I  would 
4ir/?ct  you  to  it.  {  suppose  the  tenor  is  this :  ^^  Aeute  disi» 
eases  are  the  immediate  and  inevitable  stn^ds of  Heaven} 
but  of  them  the  pain  is  shorty  and  the  conclusion  speedy  3 
chronical  diiforders^  by  which  \ye  are  suspended  in  tedious 
.  torture  between  life  s^nd  death,  are  cqp^n^nlj  the  eflRsct  of 
GUI'  own  misepndiict  i|nd  ii^temperance*  T<^  dse,*'  Icg/  Thi$r 
Sir,  yoii  see  is  ail  truej  and  all  blsineless,  I  hope,  some 
tin^e  in  \ki^  gext  i^re^k^^  tq  bavf  alJ[  rectified.    My  l^es^^  ^9$ 
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been  lately  much  shaken;  if  you  favour  this  with  any  answer, 
it  will  be  a  comfort  to  me  to  know  that  I  halve  your  prayers. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Johnson. 
To  the  Rev.  Mr.  — — ,  at  Batb. 

LETTER  III. 

Sm,  Bath,  May  18,  1782. 

I  AM  to  acknoidege  and  thank  you  for  your  favour  of  tb« 
15th;  and  I  am  h^ppy  to  find,  that  you  think  the  business 
on  which  I  wrote  to  you  not  undeserving  your  attention. 
The  sentiment  as  vou  have  prefaced  and  explained  it,  as  I 
doubted  not  wouM  be  the  case,  is  quite  unexceptionaMe. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  you  are  better  than  you  have^  bcert, 
and  on  the  recovery.  Indeed,  I  should  be  wanting  in  gra- 
titude, as  well  as  benevolence  and  chf^^rity,  if  yon  had  not^ 
in  return  for  the  great  pleasure  I  have  recehed  from  your 
tmtings,  my  best  wishes  ^and  prayers  ;  and  particularly,  at 
my  last  and  best,  that  when  the  period  of  the  present  state 
of  y<«ur  existence  shall  approach,  you  may  have  a  short  and 
easy  passage  from  this  life  to  that  in  which  good  men  **  rest 
from  their  labours,  and  their  works  follow  them.**  i  am^ 
ISir,  with  great  esteem,  your  obliged  and  obedient  humble 
servant,  &c. 

To  Dr.  Jobnyop,  &c. 

Thefolicmng  appeared  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  May  29^ 

1782. 

A  correspondent  having  mentioned,  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle  of  Dec,  12,  the  last  clause  of  the  following  para- 
^ph,  as  seeming  to  favour  suicide ;  we  are  requested  tor 
print  the  whole  passage,  that  its  true  meaning  may  appear^ 
which  is  not  to  recommend  suicide,  but  exercise*  ' 

*'  Exercise  cannot  secure  us  from  that  dissolution  to 
which  we  are  decreed ;  but  while  the  soul  and  body  continue 
united^  it  can  make  the  association  pleasing,  and  give  pro- 
'bable  hopes  that  they  shall  be  disjomed  by  an  easy  separa- 
tion* It  was  a  principle  among  the  ancients,  tfiat  acute. 
diseases  are  from  heaven,  and  chronical  from  ourselves  ;  the 
dart  of  death  indeed  falls  from  heaven,  but  we  poison  it  by 
our  own  mitcond^lct:  to  die  is  the  faU^of  n^nn  ;  but  to  die 
with  linfirerinff  anguish  is  generally  his  folly."  Vid^  Kambleti 


iai6,j3ti. 
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L.  Letters  from  Addison  to  Lord  Wharton. 

LETTER  L 
Mn  Addison  ta  Lord  Wharton. 

iMtv  Lord,  Land.  Aug.  24^  \i\0. 

This  morning  1  Had  the  honour  of  a  visit  from  Mr.  Bertie^ 
who^  upon  my  acquainting  him  with  your  Lordship's  concerii 
for  his  brother's  election,  declared  nimself  very  much  obli- 
ged to  yout  Lordship ;  but  said,  his  brother'  was  so  tired 
with  sitting  in  the  House,  that  he  would  not  be  in  it  asaih 
iipon  any  consideration.  I  hear  from  my  Lord  Dartmouth's* 
omce,  that  all, the  particulats  which  I  had  in  charge  to  his 
Lordship  have  been  already  complied  with,  except  that 
about  proiroguin^  the  pariiament,  which  I  have  desired  may 
be  dispatched  forthwith  to youi* Excellency,  incase  it  ht 
judged  necessai'y. 

.    The  privy  cQuncil  is  to  meet  this  night,  in  otder  (as  it  wai 
said  yesterday )  to  place  my  Lord  Peterborough  at  the  head 
of  the  Admiralty  t,  and  to  determine  on  the  dissolution :  but 
"^this  morning  I  hear,  from  very  good  hands,  that  there  is  ad- 
vice of  the  Prince  of  Wales  being  ready  to  embark  with  a 
body  of  troops  at  Dunkirk,  and  that  the  admiralty  is  to  at* 
tend  the  privy  council  upon  this  occasion^ 
<    It  is  said,  the  Dtike  of  Queensbofoiigh  has  ha(!  intimations 
of  such  a  designed  invasion  above  a  month  ago  from  severat 
parts  of  Scotland.    This  report,  I  believe,  comes  frony  Sir 
George  Byng,  and  is  of  such  a  nature,  that  I  9hQuld  be 
cautious  of  mentioning  it  to  any  body  but  vour  Excellency. 
Among  the  prints  which  I  send  you  by  this  post,  the 
"  Essay  upon  Credit"  is  said  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Harley ; 
and  that  of  "BickerstafF  detected  j,**  by  Mr.  Congreve.    Dr; 
Garth  (under  whose  hands  I  am  at  present)  will  not  excuse 
,  me  if  I  do  not  present  his  most  humble  duty  to  your  Lord-^ 
ship.     The  Doctor  this  morning  shewed  me  a  copy  of  verses 
.which  he  has  made  in  praise  of  the  late  lord  treasurer.^ 


M^.^ 


•     *  Then  Secretary  of  States     Edit.  ... 

+  This  did  nqWake  plage.  _Bi>rt..'.  •.. 

t   This  pamphlet  hah^  been  sometimes  agrKhftd  tn  Kn^i*,  Wf^f  mOTg OflffJftUKffibr 
tp  Yalden.     Edit.  ^^'      •  *       ■  •     -^ 

§  This  *  Epistle  to  Lord  Godolphin*  is  printed  witkQar^'«|^o«|Bi».  ;Skiw 


Letter sfr^om  Addison  to  Lord  tVhartofi.  Ill 

The  Lord  I^ay  is  lately  returned  from  Scotland  ;  and,  it 
js  said,  the  Duke  of  Argyle  is  expected  every  day  from 
Flanders.  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordship's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

J.  Addison.  " 

Repm^ts  of  the  Towriy  transmitted  to  Lord  Wharton  by  Mr. 

Addison^  with  the  above  letter. 

The  reports  of  ^  the  town  (as  ,to  public  affairs)  are  very 
'various:  what  I  have  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Lordship 
is  the  talk  of  the  considerable  people  of  the  one  side  ;  but, 
as  they  are  none  of  them  in  the  secret,  cannot  be  entirely 
depended  upon. 

The  Duke  of  Queensborough,  it  is  said,  will  be  succeed*- 
ed*  by  the  Lord  Marr,  or,  as  others  are  positive,  by  the 
Duke  of  Shrewsbury.  If  the  first  happen,  he  is  to  be  lorft 
high  steward  of  the  household ;  if  the  second,  to  be  lord 
high  chamberlain.  The  D.  of  QueensBorough  declares  he 
has  heard  nothing  of  bis  removal.  I  was  yesterday  above  all 
bar  in  private  at  his  office  with  the  Lord  Marr, 

Mr.  Boyle  is  to  make  way  for  Mr.  St,  Johnf. 

The  D.  of  Somerset  represents  himself  as  actuated  by  per- 
sonal piques  in  what  he  has  done;  and  has  resolved  to  adhere 
to  the  whiggisrfi  principles.  It  is  generally  said  he  is  fallen 
oiF  from  the  new  ministers,  and  that  he  has  recommended 
whigs  to  all  his  boroughs. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  is  very  well  with  Mr.  Hariey,  for 
whom,  tbey  say,  be  had  formerly  a  great  friendship  and 
esteem. 

My  Lord  Somers  is  thought  to  have  a  great  personal  inte- 
rest in  her^majesty,  but  not  sufficient  to  support  his  party : 
so  that  he  seems  to  lye-by  in  expectation  of  proper  oppor- 
tunities. 

*  Mr.  Hampden .  refused  to  be  a  con>missioner  of  the  trea- 
sury, unless  the  parlriai)fient  might  be  continued  :  it  was  cer- 
tainly offered  him ;  and  as  they  say,  by  the  Queen  herself, 
who  (upon  his  answer  relating  to  the  parliament)  told  him, 
"she  had  not  sent  for  him  for  his  advice  on  that  particular.'* 

Mr.  Benson,  a  reputed  whig,  could  not  withstand  the 
same  temptation. 


-»-»-»■ 


*  As  one  «f  the  three  principal  seci:etanos  of  state.     This  eTcnC  did  not  take 
t  This  conjecture  was  right,     £Dit.  '    -        / 
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iSir  Simon  Harcourt^  it  is  sftid,  desires  to  be  attomey'^ge*^ 
tieral*.  Lord  Guernsey,  or  Baron  Price,  or  both^  are" talk- 
ed of  to  succeed  the  lord  cbanceUor.f  The  Eaurl  Rivers,, 
after  having  deceived  his  arrears  for  the  Spanish  service,  And 
equipage-money  for  his  embassy,  fell  ill;  and,  as  some  fancy, 
will  not  recover  in  haste« 

it  is  pretended  by  the  whigs^  the  Elector  of  Hanover  has 
given  assurances  that  he  Will  not  accept  the. offer  of  eeneral ; 
and  that  he  is  very  much  displeased  with  the  fashionable  doc«^ 
txine  of  hereditary  right. 

The  Lord  Rocnester  is  by  no  means  pleased  with  the  new 
ininistry,  and  lifted  up  his  hands  with  i^ome  astonishment 
upon  hearing  in  what  manner  the  late  lord  treasurer  was  dis«^ 
missed.  It  is  said,  the  letter  for  that  purpose  was  delivered 
to  bis  Lordship  by  a  groom,  and  that  he  was  directed  by  it 
to  break  his  -staff  without  giving  himself  the  trouble  of  ex* 
postulations:^. 

I  heard  this  morning,  from  good  hands^  the  Dvke  of 
Shfewsbui^'  talks  of  laying  down^.  Sir  Theodore  Jo&disott 
JiJanssen]  has  furnished  the  tfeasurv  with  some  mdtiey. 

The  tories  having  threatened  to  buy  up  the  stocks  if  they 
should  fall  upon  the  loi'd  treasurer's  dismission,  the  Duke  of 
jBeaufort  accordingly  laid  out  about  50001.  and  was  foUowedi 
by  two  or  three  otners  with  smaller  sums ;  which  lifted  tbexs 
up  for  one  dsiy,  after  which  they  fell  ajgain.  • 

The  tories^ address  is  said  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Hoadty; 
the  whigs'  by  Mr.  Atterbury|| ;  Petticum^s  letter  by  Mr; 
Walpole^ 

The  clergy  of  the  city  of  London  are  abo^t  presenting  m 
address  to  her  Majesty,  which,  they  say,  is  finely  penned 
by  Dn  Atterbury ;  and  some  imagine  it  will  immediately 
precede  the  dissolution.  Ceilings  the  messenger  is  this 
evening  arrived  express  from  the  Duke  of  Marlbortiugh^  witk 
an  account  of  the  surrender  of  Bethune ;  and  it  is  saM  that 
te  brings  further  intelligence  of  the  Duke's  having  received 
advices  from  Spain,  just  before  he  came  away,  of  a  f  econd 
battle,  wherein  12^000  men  were  killed^  and  Kingf^barler 
obuined  the  victory. 


ih^ 


♦  And  was  sifcces^fut.     Et!T, 

-f-  Neither  of  them  succeeded.     The  *pals  were  put?  iti  coflftmispiOli  Sept,  99  Jf 
and  giircn  to  Sir  Siaum  Hareouri, ««  lord-keeper,  id,  9.-     £x»rr. 

J  This  is  fully  confirmed  by  Swift*s  Journal  Letters  to  Stella,     Edit. 

§  ihe  Dnkc  was  then  lord  chamberlaio  of  the  household.    Fjmv. 

Ij  ."^  o  the  original ;  but  by  a  slip   of  the  pen,  undoubtedly,    as'  ttl« 
i»  wi-:!  known  to  ha:ve  been  the  fact.     Emf.; 


Liittersjrom  Addison  to  Lord  Wkarton.  \l% 

LETTER  If. 
Mr.  Addison  to  Lord  Whartoii. 

My  Lord,  Lmd.  Oct  17,  1710. 

I  RECEIVED  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's  of  the  15tb, 
and  have  sent  the  commissions  mentioned  in  it  according  to 
your  Lordship's  commands,  not  hearing  as  yet  of  any  thing 
that  has  passed  which  should  hinder  your  Lordship  from  si^n« 
iog  tbem»  I  must,  however,  acquaint  your  Lordship  witli  a 
passage  in  one  of  Dawson's  letters,  dated  the  3d  instant^ 
tvbich  did  not  come  to  my  hands  till  last  night,  having  been 
sent  after  me  to  Malmesbury  by  mistake. 

I  had  mentioned  to  him,  as  your  lordship  hsid  told  me  you 
would  have  it  believed,  and  as  you  had  yourself  written  the  post 
before  to  some  of  your  friends  in  Ireland,  that  you  had  signi* 
fied  to  her  Majesty  your  unwillingness  to  continue  in  that 
government  when  all  your  friends  were  disniissed ;  or  to 
that  purpose  :  but  at  the  same  time  told  him,  that  I  believed 
your  Lordship  would  not  be  out  of  it  till  some  months  after. 
In  answer  to  that  lettef^  he  writes  to  me  in  the  following 
words :  s 

"You  mi^ht  be  assured,  that  whatever  you  write  to  me 
was  lodged  m  a  safe  hand ;  but  ^hat  you  desired  should  not 
be  taken  notice  of  came  over  hither  by  twenty  letters  in  th^ 
same  post ;  and  the  Whitehall  letters"  from  both  secretaries' 
offices,  whicb  came  hither  by  the  same  packet  with  yours^ 
•positively  mention  my  Lord  Lieutenant's  resignation  of  his 
government  to  her  Majesty  on  the  22d  of  the  last  month ;  so 
that  it  is  here  no  secret,  and  every  body  looks  upon  it  that 
bi^  Excellency  cannot  act  any  more  on  his  commission,  but 
that  the  government  is  absolutely  in  the  hands  of  the  lords 
justices  till  a  new  governor  is  appointed*" 

I  m\\  not  take  any  notice  of  the  receipt  of  this  letter  till 
1  bear  further  from  your  Lordship  :  having  by  the  last  post, 
and  all » along,  written  in  the  character  of  secretary  to  the 
lord-lieutenant.  Your  Lordship  is  doubtless  the  best  judge 
of  this  matter,  how  far  the  resignation  went,  and  how  far  it 
was  accepted ;  or  whether  it  could  be  accepted  effectually 
but  by  superseding  your  Lordship's  commission.  I  shall 
only  take  notice,  that  your  Lordship's  letters  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  and  to  the  lords  justices  in  Ireland,  the  firs> 
relating  to  the  horses  that  are  wanting  there,  and  the  other 
to  the  draughting  of  250  dragoons  for  the  embarkation ;  both 
of  them  bear  date  Sept.  23.    The  Irish  gentlemen  are  posi* 
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tive  that  your  Lordship  will  be  succeeded  by  the  Dulte  of 
Ormoud  ;  though  there  goes  a  whisper  among  some  of  your 
Lordship's  friends,  that  my  Lord  Rivers  is  certainly  design- 
ed for  that  govern  merit. 

Nobody  here  knows  what  to  think  of  the  present  state  of' 
aflfairs.  Those  who  ^got  the  last  parliament  dissolved  are 
as  much  astonished,  and  they  say  troubled,  for,  the  glut  of 
tories  that  will  be  in  the  next,  as  the  whigs  themselves.  I 
am,  with  great  respect,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

^       J.  Addison. 
LETTER  III. 

t 

Mr.  Addison  to  Major  Dunbar*,  on  receiving  a  bank-bill  of 

300  guineas. 


^ 


Sift,  June  ^6,  1715. 

I  FIND  there  is  a  vefy  strong  opposition  formed  against  you  ; 
but  I  shall  wait  on  my  iord-lieutenantf  this  morning,  and 
lay  your  ca,se  before  him  as  advantageously  as  L  can,  if  h© 
is  not  engaged  in  other  company.  I  am  afraid  what  you  say 
of  his  Grace  does  not  portend  you  any  good. 

And  now.  Sir,  believe  me,  when  I  assure  you  I  never  did, 
nor  ever  will,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  take  more  than 
the  stated  and  customary  fees  of  my  office.  I  might  keep 
.  the  contrary  practice  concealed  from  the  world,  were  I  ca- 
pable of  it^  but  I  could  not  from  myself ;  and  I  hope  I  shall 
always  fear  the  reproaches  of  my  own  heai't  more  than  those 
of  all  mankind.  In  the  mean  time,  if  I  can  serve  a  gentle- 
man of  merit,  and  such  a  character  as  you  bear  in  the  world, 
the  satisiaction  I  meet  with  on  such  an  occasion  is  always  a 
sufficient,  and  the  only,  reward  to,  Sir,  your  most  obedient^ 
humble  servant,     ^ 

1786,  Feb.      '  J.  Addison. 


■i«*^*fc— ■^^■Ma.ih—iMiA  lit*  I 


*  We  are  a^are  that  this  letter  has  been  elsewhere  printed,  but  wit  or.t  '"- 
know  ledgements  (which  we  are  not  ashamed  of  niakiog)  to.Curll,  wh'u  origin.  Uy 
pro('uced  it  to  public  notice.  The  honour  it  reflects  ou  AddisOB's  integrity  u  * 
sufficient  apology  for  reprinting  it.     Edit. 

f  The  £ari  of 'Sunderland.     Edit. 
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LI.  From  the  Rev.  Mr.  Heame,  Rector  of  the  united  Parishes  of 
$t  Alphage,  and  St.  Mary  North-gate,  Canterbury,  to  the 
Rev.  George  Home,  Dean  of  Canterbury. 

You  desircj  Sir,  as  minute  an  account  as  possible  of  my 
schools.  After  consulting  a  person  who  knew  niuch  of  the 
poor  here,  I  went  round  my  united  parishes  to  learn  who 
were  willing  to  send  their  children  to  be  taught,  and  found 
my  people  very  ready  to  accept  my  offer;  at  the  same  time 
I  left  a  Christian  Monitor  at  every  house.  About  4  20  chil- 
dren were  collected.  As  both  my  parishes  abound  with  poor, 
North-gate  especially,  which  19  poverty  itself,  I  told  my 
parishioners,  when  I  declared  my  intention  of  erecting  these 
schools,  that  I  asked  nothing  from  them  on  this  occasion  but 
then-  countenance  and  inSuence.  I  directly  provid-ed  books^ ' 
and  three  men  and  one  woman  to  take  care  of  and  teach 
these  children.  The  pay  of  these  teachers,  as  also  of  the 
clerk,  who  has  since  been  engaged,  is  Is.  each  for  the  day. 
They  receive  other  civilities.  The  principal  silk  manufac- 
turer gave  2s.  fid.  to  each  of  these  five  persons.  The  chil- 
dren appeared  at  St.  Alphage  church,  on  Sunday,  Jan.  23^ 
1785,  very  ragged  and  very  disorderly.  You  will  not  be 
surprised  at  this  when  ydu  are  told,  that  some  of  them,  perhaps^ . 
were  never  in  a' church  since  they  were-baptized  ;  but  usu- 
ally spetit  their  Sabbath  in  playing,  cursing  and  swearing, 
in  pilfering,  or  in  some  other  mischief.  These  schools  were 
at  first  kept  at  three  different  places,  and  have  all  been  vi- 
sited by  me  on  every  Sunday  (except  one,  when  I  was  at 
Exeter),  from  the  beginning  of  them  to  this  time.  I  have 
now  all  the  children  together  in  the  chapel  of  St.  John's  hos- 

Eital,  under  my  own  eye  ;  for  I  find  by  experience,  that  un- 
Jss  one  or  more  persons  constarjtly  superintend  these  schools, 
no  good  is  to  be  expected  from  them.  For  some  consider- 
able time  I  have  been  at  the  chapel  exactly  at  nine  o'clock, 
the  time  when  the  school  begins,  and  have  continued  there 
till  eleven,  the  time  ~when  we  go  to  church  together.  In 
the  morning,  while  the  teachers  are  instructing  the  littlei 
ones,  I  take  30  or  40  of  the  most  forward  into  the  chapel 
chancel,  and  hear  tjxem  read  the.  psalms,  collects,  the 
epistle  and  gospel,  and  second  leason  for  the  day :  and,  if 
we  have  time,  other  chapters.  Whatever  occ  urs  in  our  read- 
ing that  is  remarkable,  or  ten^s  to  their  edifi cation j  is  taken 
tiotice  of,  and  -explained  to  them.  At  half-an-hour  after  one 
we  meet  at  school  again,  and  continue  th^re  till  half  pastT 
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two,  the  time  for  church.     At  this  time  the  little  ones  afft 
taught  and  repeat  their  catechism,  or  the  questions  in  the 
end  of  their  «pelling-books,  for  the  instruction  of  the  chit- 
dren,  &c.  *  We  read  the  New  Testament,  a^s  before,  till  the 
clerk  comes  to  sing  a  psalm  or  two  with  them.     After  church 
we  all  return  to  school.     The  little  ones  are  employed,  as  in  - 
the  morning,  in  spelling  or  reading,  or'  Repeating  prayers 
or  hymns.     At  this  time  I  examine  the  most  forward,  and 
explain  to  them  the  caiechism,  and  the  use  of  the  Common 
Prayer  Book.     I  exercise  them  in  repeating  after  me  the 
Lorcl's  Prayer,  and  the  Creeds,  and  all  the  responses.  All  thi^ 
they  do  in  a  very  decent  and  proper  manner.     We  have 
gone  through  likewise  Fox  on  Public  Worshipy  and  his  Intro-' 
diictiouy  &c.  and  also  with  Crossman's  Introduction^  &c.    T/ie 
Church  Cdtechisniy  broken  into  short  Suesiion.^y  and  Mann's 
Catechism.     The  books  in  common  use  are  The  Child's  first 
Book^   i St  and  2d  parts,  Fisher  or  Dixon's  Spelling-book^ 
the  Catechisms  before  mentioned,  particularly  Mann's,  Di- 
vine Songs  of  the  pious  and  excellent  Dr.  Watts  j  and  every 
child  is  furnished  with  a  Comnran  Prayer-Book  and  Testa- 
ment to  carry  to  church,  when  they  can  use  them.     Fifty 
of  Unwin's  Sin  and  Danger^  and  50  of  Stonehoysre's  Beliffious 
IjistructionSy  are  given  to  100  children,  who,  after  a  time, 
exchange  with  each  other.    Thus  50  tracts  will  serve  100 
children.    They  have  likewise  Stonehouse's  Prayersu     I  take 
children  of  all  ages,  from  5  or  6  to  16  or  17,    It  is  best  to 
begin  with  them  early.     Some  tira^  since  two  lads,  the  one 
my  parishioner,  the  other  of  the  next  parish^  were  condemn- 
eu  to  death  for  house-^breaking.    The  melancholy  event  was 
taken  notice  of.  by  me  on  the  Sunday  following,  and  the 
children  svlxi^  Tlie  Lamentation  of  a.  Sinner.  This  performance 
of  children,  some  of  whom,  if  no  care  had  been  taken  of 
them,  might  have  been, in  the  same  dreadful  situation,  had 
a  wonderful  effect  upon  every  one  who  Heard  them.    Thi* 
ac(^ident  led  me  to  think,  that  as  much  psalmody  as  was  ne* 
cessary  for  divijie  vvorship^  would  be  useful  and  pleasing 
both  to  the  children  and  the  congregation.    I  therefore  en- 
gaged the  clerk,  who  is  a  sober  serious  man,  to  give  these 
children  a  little  instruction,  which  he  does  on  one  or  two 
evenings  in  a  week^  Mr.  Flacton,  whose  name  is  well  known 
as  a  teacher  and  composer  of  music,  is  a  benefactor  to  tliese 
children,  and.  likewise  condescends  to  give  them  some  as- 
sistance; he  has  set  to  music  some  of  Dr.  Watts's  Songs, 
Addison  on  Providence,  &c.  which  they  perform  so  well  as 
to  be  heard  with  pleasure.    About  iOO  of  these  children  are 
9ent  to  school  every  day  for  one  or  two  hours,  as  they  can 
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he  spared  from  spinning  wool,  or  winding  silk,  at  one  penny 
per  head  per  week,  the  usual  pay  fc)r  sn6h  mstrnction.     This 
is  of  great  service  to  theni.  I  have  picked  out  four  little  girls   ' 
to  learn  to  work,  and  pay  for  them  with  money  that  has  been 
entrusted  with  me  tor  such  purposes.     I  have  gone  through 
the  Book  of  Psalms  with  some  of  the  elder  giris,  and  aui 
going  through  it  a  second  time  at  my  house,  where  they, 
tor  one  hour  every  day,  are  instructed.     Some  few  boys 
from  other  schools  attend  my  Sunday  school.     Such  are  the 
adi'antagies  my  children  have  enjoyeil,  and  they  have  profit- 
ed by  them  as  much  as  couid   be  expected.    They  are 
greatly  civilized  as  to  their  behaviour,  and  gaye  satisfaction 
when  they  were  examined  in  the  church;    The  little  ones 
repeated  prayers,  hymns,  &c.  the  great  ones  gave  prosper 
answers  to  questions  which  contained  the  substance  of  the 
church  catechism,  but  not  just  in  the  words  of  the  cate- 
chism.    The  little  ones  in  general  come  on  very  well. — 
One  little  fellow,  who  is  only  6  years  and  4  months  old, 
read  to  me  with  justness  and  propriety,  Fox's  Intrddiiction, 
a  book  he  had  never  seen  before.    This  child  has  had  no  in- 
Btniction  but  from  this  school,  and  from  his  parents  at  home, 
who  are  poor  people.     Parents,  if  they  have  any  goodness  in 
them,  will  be  induced  to  do  all  they  can  for  their  own  children, 
when  they  find  so  much  done  for  them  by  others.     I  think 
myself  bound  in  duty  to  mention  some  circumstances,  that 
shew  the  reputation  "of  the  school,  and  reflect  great  honour 
upon  the  persons  t  shall  mention.     A  stranger,  who  was  at 
this  church,  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  institution,  that  he 
gave  a  guinea  for  me  to  apply  as  I  should  think  proper.    A 
neighbour,  who  is  a  Quaker,  offered  to  subscribe,  if  the 
schools  had  been  supported  by  contribution.     Another  pa- 
rishioner, who  is  a  dissenting  teacher,  gave  me  money  for' 
the  use  of  the  children.     A  charitable  lady,  y^ho  lives  a  few 
miles  from  Canterbury,  sent  me  a  noble  pi-esen^  of  five  gui- 
neas ;  and  some  other  ladies  and  gentlemen,  both  in  and  out' 
of  the  parish,  have  been  very  liberal  to  thefie  children,  and 
to  their  parents,  who  wantedi  relief^  Many  of  these  children, 
who  were  almost  naked,  have  been  clothed  by  ^ome  bene- 
volent persons.     My  friend,  the  Rev^  Mr.  Byrche  (who  has 
done  much  on  the  occasion),  with  two  othier  worthy  gentle- 
men, the  principal  supporters  of  the  weekly  schools,  have 
been  of  great  service  to  me,  not  only  by  their  mone},  but 
by  their  constant  visits  to  the  schools,     One  of  th^e  gentle-- 
men,  who  was  a  surgeon  and  apothecary,  is  ready  to  assist 
any  of  them  in  the  way  of  his  prpfession,  as  well  as  by  any 
Other  act  of  kindness.    My  third  colleague,  wh9  is  a  captain 
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of  a  man  of  war,  has  been  a  great  benefactor  to  these  child* 
ren,  and  to  some  of  their  families.     One  very  great  advan-* 
tage  of  Sunday  schools  is,  thjat  they  afford  every  minister  an 
opportunity  of. giving  to  the  children  of  the  poor  instructions 
in  the  plain  ana  important  principles  of  religion  ;.  of  bringing, 
them  to  church,  where  they  are  under  his  eye,  and  under 
the  eyes  of  their  benefactors,  who  may  take  proper  notice 
of  their  good  or  bad  behaviour.     My  children  are  very  nar-: 
rowly  wa^tched ;  and  no  instance  of  improper  behaviour  i$ 
passed  over  without  a  solemn  and  severe  rebuke.     If  they 
are  disorderly,  they  partake  of  no  benefaction  intended  for- 
good  children  ;  and  if  this  treatment  will  not  reclaim  them, 
they  are  expelled.    When  I  find  any  of  them  guilty  of  lying, 
the  whole  school  is  called  together,  and  I  read  to  them  a 
little  book,  called.  An  Exercise  against  Lyings  concluding 
with  the  prayer  at  the  end.     Such  are  the  regulations  that 
have  been  observed  in  my  schools;  which  gentlemen  may- 
adopt  or  vary,  according  to  their  particular  local  circom-j 
stances.     It  is  very  evident  to  multitudes  by  facts  (which  are 
better  than  ^  thousand  arguments),  that  this  institution  has 
been  attended  with  many  beneficial  effects.  I  have  heard  of 
persons,  no  friends  to  religion,  who  have  supported  these 
.  schools,  and  they  are,  in  my  opinion,  no  bad  politicians ; 
for  our  lives  and  fortunes  will  not  be  less  safe  because  our 
servants,  and  the  lower  people  in  general,  have  been  inr 
structed  in  a  religion  that  commands  them,  under  the  sen 
yerest  penalty,  to  hurt  nobody  by  word  or  deed,    I  suppose 
every  magistrate,  when  a  young  qffei)der  i$  brought  before 
him  for  theft,  &c.  gives  him  some  good  advice.    Would  not 
good  advice  given  him  by  his  minister,  before  he  became 
hardened,  be  more  likely  to  prove  effectual  ?  If  ever  a  rer 
formation  be  brought  about  in  this  kingdom,  it  will  be  by 
the  labours  and  diligence  of  the  parochial  clergy,  each  i^ 
his  parish.  ^  If  pur  law-makers  would  endeavour,  by  these 
schools,  and  by  setting  a  better  example  themselves,  to  re- 
form men,  they  would  shew  naore  wisdom,  than  by  any 
mode  of  punishment  they  can  inflict  on  them  for  being  wick- 
ed.    I  sincerely  wish,  that,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  this|in- 
stitution  of  Mr.  Raikes  (a  name  that  ev^ry  clergyman,  es- 

Eecially  those  of  his  own  city  and  neighbourhood,  should 
ighly  reverence)  may  universally  prevail,  and  producetl^e 
best  effects. 

.    1786,  May.       - 
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LIT,  From  Dr,  Timothy  Neve  to  the  Rev.  Littleton  Brown,  at 

Bishop's  Castle,  Shropshire. 

Dear  Sir,  Peterbo}v%  July  23,  1741, 

Mr.  PENNINGTON,  the  register  of  this  diocese,  called 
upon  me  the  other  day,  ai^d  gave  me  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing that  you  were  well,  and  were  so  obliging  as  to  inquire 
after  my  health,  and  to  send  me  your  compliments;  for 
which,  as  a  brother  virtuoso  and  antiquary,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  writing  to  you,  and  should  be  glad  of'^the  favour  of  your 
learned  correspondence.     Since  1  came  to   settle  in   tliis 
place,  I  have  instituted  a  Society   of  gentlemen,  most  of 
University  education,  who  meet  every  Wednesday  evening, 
whereof  the  dean  is  president,   and  myself  ^secretary.     We 
are  near  20  regular  members,  and    about  100  honorary. 
Each  member  is  obliged,  upon  his  admission,  to  present  us 
vith  some  book  to  the  value  of  a  guinea,  by  which  we' have 
raised  already  a  considerdble  Hbrary.     Earl  Fitzwilliam,  one 
of  our  representatives  in  parliament,  and  lately  elected  a 
member,  proposes  to  give  us  Rymer's  Fcjedera,  which  will 
greatly  add  to  the  number  as  well  as  value  of  our  collect- 
tion.     We  have  also  a  pretty  large  specimen  of  curiosities, 
natural  and  artificial,  such  as  shells,  nunerals,  petrifactions^ 
prints,  medals,  &c.  &c.  &c.  which  now  and  then  amuse  us 
a  little,  and  give  us  the  appearance  of  meeting  to  do  some- 
thing else  than  to  smoke  a  pipe  and  drink  a  byttle.     What 
we  stand  most  in  need  of,  is  a  correspondenpe  with  gentle- 
men in  distant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  or  the  world;  but  a^ 
yet  we  are  too  inconsiderable  to  have  an  intercourse  of  that 
sort  settled  amongst  us.     Gentlemen  that  are  able  to  under- 
take it,  choose  rather  to  throw  in  tbfiirs  to  the  great  stock  . 
of  the  Royal  Society,  of  which  I  perceive  you  are  a  mem- 
ber.    But  we  should  be  glad  only  of  a  few  of  your  glean- 
ings, who  have  a  fund  sufficient  to  oblige  us-both.     Dr. 
Mortimer,  my  brother  secretary,  naw  and  then  favours  me 
with  a  letter;  in  return,   I  transmit  to  him  an  extract  of  our 
minutes,  whenever  any  thing  occurs  to  us  worthy  of  his 
notice. 

I  will  trouble  you  with  a  short  specimen  of  our  traris^Cie. 
tions.     From  Jan.  this  present  year : 

Jan.  7,  l'740-l.  Communicated  a  letter  from  the  Rey. 
Mr.  Saul,  rector  of  Harleston  in  Lincolnshire,  concerniijg 
the  nature  and  production  of  fossils^  with  a  specimen  of  20 

14  *    "     ' 
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different  sorts  lately  found  in  those  parts.  That  the  earth 
is  prolific,  and  hath  a  vegetative  principle  continually  work^ 
ing  in  it ;  that  there  is  no  caput  inortuum^  no  idle,  unactive, 
unformable  matter  in  nature,  as. in  cbeniistry;  but  every 
clod  of  earth,  turned  up  by  the  spade,  is  either  already 
formed  into  some  distinct  species  of  clay,  sanid,  loam,  &c. 
or  in  a  tendency  towards  it : .  and  that,  as  there  are  various 
kinds  of  submarine  plants,  so  all  the  several  kinds  of  ore, 
metals,  minerals,  marbles  and  other  regular  fossils,  or 
stony  concretions, .  are  so  many  different  sorts  of  subterra- 
ijeous  plants,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Jan.  14.  Account  of  the  magnetical  power  of  a  bar  of 
iron,  according  to  its  lojig-continued  position  from  per-. 
pendicular,  for  15  years,  to  horizontal,  for  as  many  months 
only.  ^ 

'    Account  by  Maurice  Johnson,  jurt,  esq.  of  a  Roman  mint 
in  the  city  or  Lincoln, 

Jan.  28.  Curious  drawings  of  an  ancient  book  of  anat-r 
omy  by  one  Gemini,  an  Englishman,  dedicated  to  King 
Edward  VI.  1552, 

Feb.  4.  Form  of  prohibiting  of  books  for  the  Index  Ex-» 
purgatorius  in  the  Consistory  of  Rome. 

Feb.  11.  Old  grant  ofa  right  of  fishery  in  Whitlesea  Mere 
to  the  abbot  of  reterboroiigh,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 
who  has  this  uncommon  title,  "Henricus  Dei  gratia  rex 
Angliae,  heres  et  regens  Franciae,  et  dominus  Hiberniae.'* 

Feb.  18.  Remonstrance  of  the  sequestered  members, 
1656,  to  which  above  100  subscribed  their  names. 

Feb.  25.  An  original  letter  of  Andreas  Colvius  to  Dr. 
Beal,  dean  of  Ely,  dated  Dprdrecthsi,  20  Aug.  1647,  con-? 
cerning  tolerating  of  sects  in  Holland. 

Mar.  4.  Office  for  installation  of  knights  of  the  gar* 
ter. 

Mar.  1 1.  Alcock,  bishop  of  Ely,  his  ^^pxhortation  made 
to  two  Relygious  Systers  in  the  Tyme  of  their  Consecra- 
tyon,"  &c. 

Mar,  1 8.  "  Modus  fulminandi  Sententiam  in  Ecclesia 
Romana,"  and  the  **Bedes  on  the  Sunday,"  or  bidding 
prayer.  These  are  all  ancient  papers  belonging  to  me,  and, 
for  waiit  of  other  matter,  communicated  occasionally. 

Apr.  1.     Lprd  Fitzwilliam  proposed- 
•     Apr.  8.     Elected. 

Apr.  29.  A  letter  from  the  secretary  in  London,  with 
the  account  oT  what  was  read  and  eooimunicated  theye 
when  he  was  present. 

May  13.    List  of  all  the  members  who  have  represented 
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this  city  in  parliament  from  1546,  the  first  of  Edward  VL 
Xo  this  present  time. 
May  20.     Epitaph  upon  Lipsius,  &c. 
May  29.     Luctus  et  gratulatio  Acad.  Cantab,  in  Oliveri 
mortem,  et  Ricardi  inauguratjonem. 

June  3.    Drawing  of  a  fine  ancient  crystal  vase,  and  of 
an  ancient  East-India  rice-pot. 

June  24.*    Account  of  Sir  Richard  {^Ilis*s  library,  and 
some  curiosities  lately  come  in  there. 

July  1.  Part  of  a  letter  fj^om  Baron  Clarke  of  his  Majes* 
ty's  Exchequer  in  Edinburgh,  concerning  the  unseasonable 
colds  of  the  late  years,  which  he  conjectures  to  be  owing 
to  the  great  spots  in  the  surface  of  the  sun,  many  of  which 
are  ipuc'b  larger  than  the  whole  globe  of  pur  ^arth^ 
which,  must  needs  take  off  both  from  its  light  atid  heat. 
George  Lynn,  esq,  of  Southwick,  in  this  neighbourhood, 
and  my  very  particular  friend  and  learned  acquaintance, 
in  his  Ephemeris  of  the  weather  for  this  year,  observed  that 
the  mean  height  of  the  thermometer  for  the  month  of  last 
March,  was  just  the  same  with  tliat  of  January  for  fourteen 
years  past,  &c.  .^ 

July  8.  Presented  to  the  Society  a  small  Roman  lamp, 
entire,  of  red  earth,  lately  found  at  Whitlesea,  in  the  Isle  of 
Ely,  five  miles  from  hence.  Also  a  human  skull  dug  up 
lately  in  this  town,  the  whole  brain  whereof  is  ossified,  and 
concreted  into  as  hard  and  solid  substance  as  the  bone,  re- 
taining still  its  natural  curdled  form,  the  sutors,  &c.  remain-* 
ing  entire. 

July  1 5.  Presented  a  branch  of  an  ash-tree,  being  an 
uncommon  lusus,  which  grew  in  the  shape  of  the.  left-hand 
of  a  man,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

By  this  short  specimen  you  will  be  able  to  guess  how 
we  idle  away  two  or  three  hours  once  a  week.  Things 
omitted  are  only  the  presents  of  books,  medals,  and  other 
odd  things,  admissions  of  members,  or  the  like.  If  you 
approve  of  our  scheme,  give  me  leave  to  make  use  of  your 
name  among  the  Jioncrary  members,  for  which  I  will  give 
some  book  in  your  name  to  the  Society  from  among  several 
of  mine  that  1  can  spare;  in  return  for  which,  the  favour  of 
your  correspondence  will  make  ample  amends.  If  you 
come  into  these  parts,  I  shall  rejoice  to  see  you  under  my 
roof.  N 

I  once  had  a  wife  lived  with  me  near  6  years,  by  whom  I 
had  four  children,  two  of  which,  a  son,  now  of  Corpus 
Christi  College  in  Oxford,  and  a  daughter  at  home,  only 
remain.    I  have  lived  a  widower  now  ajnlost  13  years.    I 
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I 

shall  be  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  happy  in  a  married  state, 
and  blest  with  hopeful  children.  I  have  lived  so  long  out  of 
that  country,  that  1  have  scarcely  any  acquaintance  left  there; 
and  my  near  relations  are  such  to  whom  I  choose  rather  to 
be  helpful  at  a  distance  than  to  be  burdensome  by  visits. — 
Your  broth<&r  Jerry  I  was  well  acquainted  with  at  school ; 
since  that  I  never  saw  him,  nor  heard  what  became  of  bim, 
only  I  think  not  so  well  as  could  be  wished.  Your  own  per- 
sonal character,  joined  to  the  easiness  of  your  fortunes, 
gives  you  a  great  interest  and  authority  in  the  neighbourhood, 
as  I  am  well  informed,  and  rejoiced  to  hear ;  and  therefore 
beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with  great  regard,,  your 
most  aifectionate  kinsman,  and  humble  servant, 

1786,  Jiily^  Tim.  Neve, 
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Mr.  Urban,  Feb.  1 7. 

I^ET  me*  beg  you  to  insert  the  two  following  genuine  letters 
from  Mr.  Howard  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  done  them- 
selves so  much  honour  in  their  endeavours  to  perpetuate  his 
fair  fame  by  the  erecting  of  a  statue.  The  first  of  them  has 
never  yet  appeared  in  print.  The  other  is  copied  from  the 
daily  papers. 

M.  G. 

LETTER  L 

"Gentlemen,  Vienna y  Dec.  15,  l7Se^ 

I  SHALL  ever  think  it  an  honout  to  have  my  weak  endea-* 
vours  approved  by  so  many  respectable  persons,  who  devote 
their  thne,  and  have  so  generously  subscribed  towards  a 
fund  for  relieving  prisoners  and  reforming  prisons.  But  to 
the  erecting  a  monument,  permit  me,  in  the  most  fixed  and 
unequivocal  manner,'  to  declare  my  repugnancy  to  such  a 
design,  and  that  the  execution  of  it  will  be  a  putiishment  to 
me :  it  is  therefore,  Gentlemen,  my  particular  and  earnest 
request,  that  so  distinguished  ^  mark  of  me  may /or  ever  be 
laid  aside..  With  great  regard,  I  am,  Gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

John  Howard," 


t 
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LETTER  TI. 

'^  To  the  SubscribeFS  for  erecting  a  Statue,  &c.  to  Mr.  Howardt 

London^  Feb.  \6,  1787, 
*^  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Yoir  are  entitled  to  all  the  gratitude  I  can  express  for  the 
testimony  of  approbation  you  have  intended  me,  and  I  am 
trolly  sensible  of  the  honour  done  me  ;  l)Ut  at  thfe  same  time 
you  must  permit  me  to  inform  you,  that  I  cannot,  without 
violating  all  my  feelings,  consent  to  it,  and  that  the  execu- 
tion of  your  design  would  be  a  cruel  punishment  to  me.  It 
is  therefore  my  earnest  request,  that  those  friends,  who  wish 
my  happiness  and  future  comfort  in  life,  would  withdraw 
their  names  from  the  subscription,  and  that  the  execution 
of  your  design  may  be  laid  aside  for  ever.  ' 

*'  I  shall  always  think  the  reforms  now  going  on  in  several 
of  the  jails  of  this  kingdom,  and  which  I  hope  will  become' 
general,  the  greatest  honour,  and  the  most  ample  reward,  I 
can  possibly  receive. 

"  I  must  further  inform  you,  that  I  cannot  permit  the  fund, 
which  in  my  absence,  and  without  my  consent,  hath  beeu 
called  the  Howardian  Fund,  to  go  in  future  by  that  name ; 
and  that  I  will  have  no  concern  in  the  disposal  of  the  money 
subscribed ;  my  situation  and  various  pursuits  rendering  it 
impossible  for  me  to  pay  any  attention  to  such  a  general 
plan,  which  can  only  be  carried  into  due,  effect  in  particular 
districts,  by  a  constant  attention  and  a  constant  residence. 
I  am,  niy  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  and  faithful  ^ 
Jiumble  servant, 

17 S7\  Feb.  JoifN  HOWARD.** 

LIV.  From  Sir  Dudley  Carlton  to  Mr.  Winwood. 

Mr.  Urban,  Woodbridge^  Jan.  30. 

As  your  Magazine  is  curious  in  marking  the  manners  of  an- 
cient times,  the  following  little  specimen  of  celeb  rating  mar- 
riages at  Court,  may  possibly  find  a  favourable  reception. 
It  is  taken  from  a  work  of  no  small  reputation*.    , 

Yours,  &c. 

Iv.  L« 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Slx  Dudley  Carlton  to  Mr*Winwood. 

I/mdon^  JaTiuartfy  1604* 

On  St.  John's  day  we  had  the  marriage  of  Sir  Philip  Her- 
Wrt  and  the  Lady  Susan  performed  at  Whitehall,  with  all 
the  honour  could  be  done  a  great  favourite.    The  court  was 
great,  and  for  that  day  put  on  the  best  bravery.    The  Prince 
and  Duke  of  Hoist  led  the  bride  to  the  church ;  the  Queen 
folloveed  her  from  thence.    The  Kin^  gave  her,  and  she,  in 
her  tresses  and  trinkets,  brided  and  bridled  it  so  handsoinely, 
vid  indeed  became  herself  so  well,  that  the  King  said,  if 
be  were  unmarried  he  would  not  give  her,  but  keep  her 
kimself.    The  marriage  dinner  was  kept  in  the  great  cham« 
ber,  where  the  Prince  and  the  Duke  of  Hoist  and  the  great 
Lords  and  Ladies  accompanied  the  bride.    The  Ambassador 
of  Venice  was  the  only  bidden  guest  of  strangers,  and  he 
bad  place  above  the  Duke  of  Hoist,  which  the  Duke  took 
Bot  welL    But  after  dinner  he  was  as  little  pleased  himself; 
for,  bein^  brought  into  the  closet  to  retire  himself,  he  was 
there  suffered  to  walk  out  his  supper  unthought  of.     At 
night  there  was  a  mask  in  the  hall,  which,  for  conceit  and 
fashion,  was  suitable  to  the  occasion.     The  actors  were,  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  the  Lord  Willoby,  Sir  Samuel  Hays, 
Sir  Thomas  Germain,  Sir  Robert  Carj^,  Sir  John  Lee,  Sir 
KLchard  Preston,  and  Sir  Thomas  Eager.    There  was  no 
small  loss  that  night  of  chains  and  jewels,  and  many  great 
Ladies  were  made   shorter  by  the  skirts,  and  were  w^l 
enough  seryed  that  they  could  keep  cut  no  better.    The 
presents  of  plate,  and  other  things  given  by  the  Noblemen^ 
were  valued  at  25001. ;  but  that  which  made  it  a  good  mar-» 
riage  was  a  gift  of  the  King's,  of  500L  land  for  the  bride's 
joyuture."     They  were  lodged  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
where  the  King,  in  his  shirt  and  night-gown,  gave  them  a 
Reveilh  Matin  before  they  were  up,  and  spent  a  good  time 
in  or  upon  the  bed,  chuse  which  you  will  believe.    No  cere- 
mony was  omitted   of  bride-cakes,    points,    garters,    and 
gloves,  which  have  been  ever  since  tl^e  livery  of  th^  couift; 
and  at  night  there  was  sewing  into  the  sheet,  pasting  off  the 
bride's  left  hose,  with  many  other  pretty  sorceries. 

New  year's  day  passed  without  any  solemnity,  and  the 
exorbitant  gifts  that  were  wont  to  be  used  at  that  time  j\re 
so  far  laid  by,  that  the  ac'customed  presents  of  the  pi^rse 
and  gold  was  hard  to  be  had  without  asking. 
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The  next  day  the  King  played  in  the  presence,  and,  as.good 
or  ill  luck  seldom  comes  alone,  the  bridegroom,  that  tlirew 
for  the  King,  had  the  good  fortune  to  wiu  lOOOL  which  he 
had  for  his  pains^ 

1787,  Ftb. 


tmA. 


LV.  The  Earl  of  Buchan's  Address  to  his  learned  Correspondetits. 

V 

Mr*  NlCHOtS,  March  la 

I  HAVE  selit  you  inclosed  an  address  to  my  learned  corres- 
pondents, which  will  sufficiently  explain  the  intention  of  it; 
and  I  wish  it  to  be  inserted  in  the  foreign  journals,  and  m 
the  most  respectable  periodical  publications  at  home,  I 
consider  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  under  your  directiotL,  as 
ode  of  them  :  and  there  it  may  appear  when  you  think  pro- 
per, and  thence  it  will  readily  be  copied  bj'.the  printers  of 
the  foreign  journals  at  Paris,  &c.  &c.  &c. — I  am,  Sir,  witk 
great  regard,  your  obedient  bumble  servant, 

BUCHAM. 

(hmiibus  Literatis  et  domi  etforis^  qui  Epistolas  ad  nie  trans^ 

milter^  hand  dedignati  sunt 

BucHANi^  Comes,  S.  P.  D. 

ViaiNTi  abhinc  annia  me  Uteris  penitus  dedi,  et  post  mo- 
tam  forsan  nimis  diuturnam  in  Edinburgo  Scotise  urbe  pri- 
maria,  ut  veri  investigandi,  et  cum  doctioribus  colloquendi, 
mihi  esset  facultas,  valetudinis  cura  mihi  suadet  rusticari. 

Non  me  latent  tamen  commoda  et  voluptas,  quae  ab  hoc 
literarum  jucundo  commercio  accepi,  et  in  hoc  secessu  vi- 
vere  vellem,  nee  oblitus  meorum  nee  illis  oblivisc^ndus, 
quorum  ope  et  auxilio,  reipublica,  quantum  in  me  fuit,  in- 
servire  a  prima  adolescentia  conatus  sum. 

Ita  natura  comparatum  est,  ut  qui  sitiunt,  ad  eos  potissi- 
mum  confugiant,  qui  sitim  relevare  possunt,  ideoque  voij 
obsecrare  naihi  liceat  ut  scribcndi  labor  delectabilis  perma-* 
neat,  et  ut  lux  ilia  quae  florem  setatis  mesB  illustravit  usque 
ad  aetatis  flexum  sit  splendidior,  in  gratiam  terrae  hujus  quam 
incolimus,  et  cujus  summa  est  et  erit  ambitio,  im  civem 
fuisse  non  prorsus  inutilem; 

"  Non  oiihi  sed  toti  genitum  me  credere  na  nJo.'* 
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Ad  impensas  vestras  ininuendas  a  tribute  literario,  et  n0 
nugis  meis  plus  onerati  quam  honorati  sitis,  hano  supplica* 
tioneia  meam  in  actis  publicis  inserendam  cumvi  lingua  La- 
tina,  sermone  eruditorum  peeuliari,  praescriptionisjure,  ut 
cum  jurisconsultis  loquar,  quo  profanum  arcemus  vulgus. 

Historia,  philosophia,  et  artesTiumaniores  mihi  praecipue 
arrident,  in  quibus  progressus  qualescunqae  facere  cupio 
sub  auspiciis  vestris. 

Prelum  typographicum  in  animo  est,  rus  mecum  portare. 
Nihil  inde  emittetur,  quod  non  spectat  ad  reipublicae  emo- 
lumentum  et  civium  veram  felicitatem,  superstitioni  et  re- 
bus politicis  ut  in  hac  insula  vocantur^  sub  pneiexiu  libertatis, 
catenas  injicere  infra  prelum,  fixum  et  iratum  est, 

Multi  Libri  MSS.  pretiosi  blattarum  et  tinearum  epulae,  in 
doctorum  et  indoctorum  scriniis  jacent  sepulti :  ea  nunquara 
compilabit  bibliopolarum  societas,  quos  non  sciential  ardor 
sed  lucrum  semper  soUicitabat. 

Multa;  etiam  epistolaj  gravissimae,  a  viris  doctis  scriptae, 
post  literas  xv  saeculo  instauratas,  in  eodem  sunt  statu  mox 
peritura!^. 

Tullij  et  Plinij  Epistolae  injiiriam  temporis,  et  superstitionis, 
feliciter  evaseriint,  quarum  pra^stantia,  et  utilitas  causa  est 
cur  alias  antiquorum  desideremus,  quibus  certiores  fact!  es- 
seraus  non  tantum  de  vita  privata  GrajcOrum  et  Romanorum^ 
sed  de  irradiantibus  ingenij  scintillis,  quae  melius  splendore 
cxtemporali  illustranlur,  quam  ponderosis  voluminibus,  quae 
prelum  unicum  debent  indusCriae  et  labori ;  sed  ad  rem  redea- 
mus,  '  Pergite,  amici  honoratissimi,  mecum  sententias  ves- 
tn^s  communicare.  Me  nee  ingratum,  nee  immemorem  un- 
quam  invenietis.  Benevolentia  vestra,  quam  expertus  sumy 
mihi  iterum  roganti,  ut  spero,  non  deerit. 

Epistolae  quae  a  regionibus  exteris  veniunt,  more  solito 
mittendaesunt  adGeorgium  Dempsterum,virum  dignissimum, 
unum  ex  senatu  inferiori  in  publicis  regni  Comitijs,  libertatis 
et  virtutis  vindicem  strenuum,  vel  ad  ineipsum  in  Scotia. 
Denique  promitto  et  spondeo  me  ea  amicitia,  quas  omneS' 
in  studijs  hnmanitatis  ale  literarum  versantes,*  qui  ubique 
sunt,  connect  ere  et  conjungere  debet,  fore  vobis  devinetum^ 

Apud  Cuenobium  de  Dryburgh,.vi  anle  Kal.  Februarii, 

Anno  S.  mdcclxxxvii. 

1787,  March. 
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LVI,  Letters  from  Sir  Richard  Steele  to  his  second  lady  (Mrs.  Marj 

Scurlocke)  before  Marriage, 

LETTER  I. 

J  \ 

Madam,  Aug.  14,  1707v 

i  CAME  to  yoiir  house  this  night  to  wait  on  you.;  but  you 
have  commanded  me  to  expect  the  happiness  of  seeing  you 
atanother  time  of  more  leisure.  I  am  now  xinder  your  own  roof 
while  I  write;  and  that  .imaginary  satisfaction  of  being  so 
near  you,  though  not  in  your  presence,  has  in  it  something 
that  touches  me  with  so  tender  ideas,  that  it  is  impossible 
for  me'  to  describe  their  force.  All  great  passion  makes  us 
dumb ;  and  the  highest  happiness,  as  well  as  highest  grief, 
seizes  us  too  violently  to  be  expressed  by  our  words. 

You  are  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  I  shall  have  the  honour 
of  seeing  you  when  I  next  come  here.  I  will  live  upon  that 
expectation,  and  meditate  on  your  perfections  till  that  happy 
hour.  The  vainest  woman  upon  earth  never  saw  in  her  glass' 
half  the  attractions  which  I  view  in  you.  Your  air,  your 
shape,  your,  every  glance,  motion,  and  gesture,  have  such 
peculiar  graces,  that  you  possess  my  whole  soul,  and  I  know 
no  life  but  in  the  hopes  of  your  approbation  :  I  inow  not 
what  to  say,  but  that  I  love  you  with  the  sincerest  passion 
that  ever  entered  the  heart  of  man.  I  will  make  it  the  bu- 
siness of  my  life  to  find  out  means  of  convincing  you  that  I 
prefer  you  to  all  that  is  pleasing  upon  earth.  1  am.  Madam, 
your  most  obedient,  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

\  *  R.  Steele, 

LETTER  ir. 

-     Madam,  Lord  Sunderlcmd' s  Office,   1707. 

With  what  language  shall  I  address  my  lovely  fair,  to  ac- 
quaint her  with  the  sentiments  of  an  heart  she  delights  to 
torture  ?  I  have  not  a  minute's  quiet  out  of  your  sight;  and, 
when  I  am  with  you,  you  use  me  with  so  much  distance,  that 
I  api  still  in  a  state  of  absence  heightened  with  a  view  of  the 
charms  which  I  am  denied  to  approach.  In  a  word,  you 
must  give  me  either  a  fan,  a  mask,  or  a  glove,  you  have 
wore,  or  I  cannot  live  ;  otherwise  you  must  expect  Til  kiss 
your  hand,  or,  when  I  next  sit  by  you,  steal  )Our  handker- 
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chief*  You  yourself  are  too  great  a  bounty  to  be  received 
at  once ;  therefore  I  must  be*  prepared  by  degrees,  lest  the 
mighty  gift  distract  me  with  joyt  Dear  Mrs.  Scurlocke,  I 
am  tirfed  with  calling  you  by  that  name  ;  therefore  say  the 
day  in  which  you  will  take  that  of,  Madam,  your  most  obe- 
dient, most  devoted  humble  servant, 

R.  Steele. 

LETTER  III. 

Madam,  ^1^.22,  1707*. 

If  my  vigilance,  and  ten  thousand  wishes  for  your  welfare 
and  repose,  could  have  any  force,  you  last  night  slept  in  se- 
curity, and  had  every  good  angel  in  your  attendance.     To 
have  my  thoughts  ever  fixed  on  you,  to  live  in  constant  fear 
of  every  accident  to  which  human  life  is  liable,  and  to  send 
tip  my  hourly  prayers  to  avert  them  from  you  ;  i  say.    Ma- 
dam, thus  to  thinK,  and  thus  to  suffer,  is  what  I  do  for  her 
\vho.is  in  pain  at  my  approach,  and  calls  all  my  tender  sor- 
row impertinence.     You  are  now  before  my  eyes,  my  eyes 
that  are  ready  to  flow  with  tenderness,  but  cannot  give  re- 
lief to  my  gushing  heart,  that  dictates  what  I  am  now  saying, 
and  yearns  to  tell  you  all  its  achings.     How  art  thou,  oh  my 
soul,  stolen  from  thyself!  how  is  all  thy  attention  broken? 
My  books  are  blank  paper,  and  my  friends  inti^uders.    I 
have  no  hope  of  quiet  but  from  your  pity  :  to  grant  it,  would 
make  more  for  your  triumph.     To  give  p^in  is  the  tyranny, 
to  make  happy,  the  true  empire,  of  beauty.     If  you  would 
consider  aright,  you  would  find  an  agreeable  change,  in  dis- 
missing the  attendance  of  a  slave,  to  receive  the  complaisance  ^ 
of  a  companion.     I  bear  .the  former,  in  hopes  of  the  latter 
condition.  A^  I  live  in  chains  without  murmuring  at  the  power 
which  inflicts  them,  so   I  could  enjoy  freedom  without  for- 
getting the  mercy  that  gave  it.     Dear  Mrs.  Scurlocke,  the 
life  which  you  bestow  on  me  shall  be^o  more  my  own.     I 
am,  your  most  devoted,  most  obedient  servant, 

R*  Steele. 
LETTER  IV.. 

Madam,  Jug,  30,  I707, 

I  BEG  pardon  that  my  paper  is  not  finer,  but  I  am  forced 


♦  This  date  Is  in  part  cut  out,  and  supplied  with  "  Aug.  9,  1671".  Oyer  "Ma- 
dam/' at  tlie  beginning,  Mi's.  S.  has  written  *<  Andromache,*'  and  substituted 
*'  ^iadunV*  for  dear  '<  Mrs.  Scurlocke"  at  the  end*  ^ 
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to  write  from  a  coffee-house,  where  I  am  attending  about 
business.  There,  is  a  dirty  crowd  of  busy  faces  all  around 
me,  talking  of  money ;  while  all  my  ambition,  all  my  wealthy 
is  love  !  Love  which  animates  my  heart,  sweetens  my  hu- 
mour, enlarges  my  soul,  and  affects  every  action  of  my  life. 
It  is  to  my  lovely  charmer  I  owe,  that  many  noble  ideas  are 
continually  a^xed  to  my  words  and  actions ;  it  is  the  natural 
effect  of  that  generous  passion,  to  create  in  the  admirer  some 
similitude  of  the  object  admired.  Thus,  my  dear,  am  I 
every  day  to  improve  from  so  sweet  a  companion.  Look  up, 
my  fair-one,  to  that  Heaven  which  made  tnee  such,  and  join 
with  me  to  implore  its  influence  on  our  tender  innocent 
hours',  and  beseech  the  author  of  love,  to  bless  the  rites  he 
has  ordained,'  and. mingle  with  our  happiness  a  just  sense  of 
our  transient  condition,  and  a  resignation  to  his  will,  which 
only  can  regulate  our  minds  to  a  steady  endeavour  to  please 
him  and  each  other.    I  am  for  ever  your  faithful  servant, 

1787,  April.  R.  STEELE. 
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Mr.  Urban,  March  30. 

Th^  Dictionary  of  Mr,  Chambers  has  so  widely  diffused  hit 
f^me,  that  I  have  no  doubt  but  some  original  letters  of  his 
will  give  pleasure  to  many  of  your  readers.  I  send  vou  two 
of  them  by  way  of  specimen,  which  were  Written  during  a 
journey  in  France;  and  will  send  you  more,  if  these  are 
thought  wortli  inserting. 

Yours,  &c. 

M.  Green. 

LETTER  L 

To  Mrs.  Chambers. 

Madam,  Parisy  Oct.  21 ,  1738,  N.  S. 

I  i5iD  not  think  to  have  given  you  the  trouble  of  a  letter 
till  I  had  something  agreeable  to  write.  You  have  had  a  suf- 
ficient share  of  illness  yourself  to  exempt  you  from  being 
harrassed  with  the  complaints  of  others.  B^t  as  yoi|  laid 
me  under  an  engagement  to  write  to  you,  I  know  not  whether 
I  can  any  longer  fairly  delay  it.  lou  will  be  surprized, 
when  I  tell  you,  that  Paps  seems  to  m^  the  dullest  place  in 

VOL.  III.  h 
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the  world  ;  ancTyou  will  doubtless  have  more  regard  to  my 
reputation  than  to  tell  any  body  I  say  so.  For  people  disposed 
to  go  in  search  of  pleasure,  perhaps  there  is  no  place  where 
they  are  like  to  meet  with  sa  much.     But  thel*e  is  no  me* 
dium  ;  either  you  must  engage  heartily  in  the  diversions  of 
the  place,  or  find  yourself  sunk  in  the  vapours  ten  thousand 
fathoms  deep.     It  is  from  a  depth  not  less  than  this  that  I 
write  the  present  letter ;  a  depth  to  which  a  man  could  never 
reach  in  any  place  but  where  every  body  is  gay  about  him, 
and  where  he  Has  not  only  the  load  of  his  own  melancholy  to 
bear,  but  of  other  people's  mirth.  It  is  certain,  however,  Paris 
now  appears  under  great  disadvantages;  the  court  is  at  a  dis- 
taix:e,  and  the  people  of  quality  mostly  gone  into  the  country; 
besides  that,  the  fine  season  is  over,  and  the  beautiful  gardens, 
walks,  and  woods,  which  make  the  chief  beauty  of  it,  lie 
in  a  sort  of  ruins,  which  makes  autumn  look  in  some  respects 
more  dismal  even  than  winter.    The  favourite  diversion  of 
the  French  is  walking,  and  taking  the  air,  and  the  country 
about  Paris  is  admirably  laid  out  for  that  purpose.    .Here 
aretheg*ardensof  theThuilleriesand  Luxemburg,  the  Course, 
the  woods  of  Bourogne  and  Vincennes,  the  Avenues  of  St. 
Cloud  and  Meudon,  which  form  a  variety  in  this  way  vastly 
beyond  any  thing  we  have  in  England.    This  difference,  I 
think,  is  observable  between  the  two  nations,  that  the  French 
seek  their  chief  pleasures  without  dooi'S,  and  the  English 
within.     I  know  not  whether  this  difference  be  owing  to  any 
diversity  in  the  air  of  the  two  places ;  or  to  this,  that  the 
French  are  more  in  the  air  than  we,  which  makes  them  alert 
and  hardy,  and  gives  them  an  appetite.     It  is  certain,  they 
are  more  familiar,  and  make  more  free  with  the  air  than  we 
do.    You  see  the  public  walking-places  full  fi'om  morning 
to  night  in  the  severest  weather.     They  will  sit  for  hours  on 
the  benches  ^>here  an  Englishman  would  be  frozen  to  deatli. 
And,  what  is  more,  in  the  dampest  weather,  and  even  nighty 
great  numbers  of  them  will  be  found  sitting  or  lying  on  the 
bare  ground.     At  first,  one  would  be  tempted  to  think,  that,, 
if  there   were  not  something  less  noxious  in  the  air  here 
than  in.  that  of  England,  half  the  inhabitants  must  be  rotten^ 
But  I  doubt  whether  there  be  much  in  this*    The  French 
are  made  familiar  with  the  air  betimes,  so  grow  hardy  atid 
strong.     They  seem  to  feel  no  cold,  when  I  am  ready  to 
starve :  and  though  the  winter  here  be  colder  than  at  London, 
I  doubt  whe^:her  there  be  half  the  fire  burnt.    You  will  per- 
ceive by  this  what  way  my  thoughts  have  been  employed  at 
Paris.     If  you  send  a  valetudinarian  to  travel,  what  else  can 
you  expect  from  him^  but  observations  on  the  weather  and 
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Hje  wind  ?  If  you  would  have  an  account  of  their  dress,  ihfeif 
buildings,  furniture,  equipages,  balls,  intrigues,  &c.  yoil 
must  send  somebody  else.  There  are  indeed  a  thousand- 
things  of  the  kind,  which  even  an  indifFe*rent  spectator  can-* 
notheIpobserving;butthey  hi^rdly  seem  to  me  worth  postage^ 
though  they  may  do  well  enough  for  chat  round  a  winter'i 
iSre.  I  have  been  now  near  a  month  at  Paris,  which  is  ^much 
too  long,  considering  what  a  journey  I  have  still  behind.  To- 
morrow I  set  out  for  Lyons,  in  my  way  to  LanguedoCi  I  ap- 
plied to  a  physician  here  for  some  advice  about  my  journey ; 
and  was  unfortunate  enough  to  take  some  of  his  medicines^ 
which  have  weakened  and  done  me  harm,  so  that  I  have 
been  forced  to  lie  by  a  week,  to  retrieve  myself.  I  intend 
to  travel  on  horseback,  having  found  the  conveyance  by 
thaise  or  coath  does  not  agree  with  me.  If  my  strength 
holds  out,  I  hopcf  I  may  reach  Morttpellier  in  about  twenty 
days.  The  distance  is  near  500  English  miles.  The  expe<» 
dition  is  hazardous  enough  ;  but  my  heart  is  pretty  good, 
and  that  is  all  I  have  for  it,  excepting  an  easy  horse  and  a 
careful  servant.  I  want  much  to  know  how  you  doj  and  the 
test  of  my  friends :  but  in  this  vagrant  state  I  know  not  when 
I  shall  be  so  happy.  *  Possibly  1  may  trouble  some  ofyoa 
with  a  letter  from  Lyoof;,  or  even  sooner,  if  any  thing  of 
consequence  happens.  I  write  by  this  post  to  Mr.  Longman 
for  another  remittance  of  money,  which  I  shall  want  much« 
Pray  present  my  sincere  respects  to  .  .  .  and*  .  .  I  have 
not  room  to  be  more  particular.  For  yourself,  if  you  will 
forgive  me  the  trouble  of  this  letter,  it  will  make  me  mor6 
than  ever,  Madam^  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

.    ^  Ei>H.  Chambers- 

LETTER  11. 

Eor  Mrs.  Chambers 

Montpellier,  Dec.  18,  1738^  0.  S. 
Madam, 

1  FIND  you  expect  fine  things  from  Montpellier,  and  that 
ii  letter  written  at  my  usual  rate  will  hardly  pass.  So  fine  . 
^  climate,  you  think,  ought  not  to  be  lost  on  me.  Though 
I  was  permitted  to  be  dull  in  England,  yet  a  man,  who 
claims  the  same  privilege  here,  ought  either  to  be  sent  home^ 
or  to  the  gallies.  You  have  some  reason  in  all  this  ;  and  yet. 
for  once,  I  must  beg  leave  to  write  like  myself :  my  will  i* 
stiU  English ;  I  have  yet  received  no  extraordinary  supplies 

K  2  > 
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from  the  climate  :  when  I  do,  you  shall  be  sure  to  have  thff 
fifd't  sample.     I  have  been  here  but  a  month,  ohehalfof 
which  I  have  been  confined  by  a  cold,  and  the  rest  by  the 
ill  weathen     Winter,  I  find,  is  winter  every  where,  notwith- 
standing all  that  had  been  told  me  to  the  contrary.     Th^ 
people  of  England  make  themselves  more  uneasy  than  thpy 
need  be  as  to  tlie  seasons  and  the  weather ;  they  seem  not  a 
whit  worse  off  than  the  people  of  France,  sq  far  as  I  can 
judgfe  from  the  three  months  I  have  been  in  this  kingdom. — -. 
Both  the  colds  and  the  heats,  and  the  droughts  and  she  rains, 
are  certainly  here  greater  and  more  frequent  than  with  you. 
It  is  only  in  respect  of  the  fogs  that  th^  French  pretend  to 
any  advantage  over  you;  and  I  doubt  whether  even*  this^ 
pretension  be  well  founded.     I  haye  travelled  three  days  on 
'this  side  Lyons,'  through  one  perpetual  fog,  which  did  not 
cljBar  up,  as  ycgiirs  usually  do,  after  a  few  hours,  but  grevv 
thicker  and  thicker  every  day,  till  night:  nor  was  this  any 
thing  accidental ;  since  some  gentlemen,  who  passed   the 
^  same  way  a  month  before  me,  found  the  very  same.     Since 
my  arrival  here,  where  I  expected  nothing  but  clear  skies 
and  sun-shine,  things  have  been  still  worse.     One  would  • 
swear  that  all  the  witches  in  Lapland  had  been  at  work,  and 
that  half  of '  the  ill  vveather  best<iwed  over  the  face  of  tlie^ 
globe  had  been  discharged  here.     For  my  part,  the  raina- 
have  been  so  continual,  that,  had  not  I  had  great  faith  ta 
Moses  and  the  rainbow,  I  should  have  feared  another  deluge. 
Lidced,  between  one  run  of  terrible  weather  and  another, 
they  havu  now  and  then  a  fine  summer's  day  ;  but  these  are 
only  transient  smiles,  for  which  they  are  sure  to  pay  deai; 
they  sene  for  little  but  to  make  the  rest  more  completely 
dismal.     In  the  general,  you  niay  be  assured,  that  the  inba- 
>)itants  of  Montpellier  see  much  le^s  of  the  sun  than  those 
of  London.     Their  streets  are  so  excessively  naiTow,  and 
their  houses  so  high,  that  the  sun  can  never  enter  them.    It 
is  only  in  the  very  extremities  of  the  town  that  they  can  ever 
enjov  so  agreeable  a  spjsctacle.     Where  I  am  quartered, 
which  is  towards  the  middle,  the  sun  is  about  as  much  seeu 
as  in  an  English  coal-pit.    I  liave  no  less  than  twelve  windows 
in  my  chamber;  yet  I  have  scarce  light  enough  from  tbem 
all  to  scribble  this  at  noon-day  without  a  candle.     To  know 
whether  or  no  the  sun  shines,  I  am  forced  to  go  out  of  the 
ceils;  and  have  been  sometimes  surprized,  the  moment  I 
passed  the  gates,  to  find  myself  step  at  once  into  a  glorious 
summer's  sun,  put  of  a  place  dark  and  chilly  as  the  shadow 
of  dea^h.     You  see,  Madam,  I  am  but  where  I  was  at  Paris* 
I  wrote  to  you  there  on  the  weather,  and  I  am  still  tlu'um** 
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ming  on  the  iame  string.  If  you  will  allow  me  to  pursue  the 
subject,  it  will  be  easy  to  furnish  you  a  letter  once  a  month. 
By  that  time  I  have  been  here  a  twelvemonth,  my  letters 
mil  make  a  kind  of  a  calendar,  aud  may  be  printed  under 
the  title  of  The  Ilistoiy  of  the  JVeatker  of  Lajignedoc,  You 
tell  me,  indeed,  you  expect  to  find  me  quite  changed  ;  and, 
from  my  accustomed  gravity,  turned  as  gay  and  as  alert  as  a 
Gascon.  Bat  metamorphoses.  Madam*,  of  this  kind,  do  not 
tise  to  be  made  in  the  winter.  It  is  not  till  the  spring  that 
reptiles  undergo  their  renovation  ;  and  that  the  butterfly  be- 
gins to  frisk  iEibout,  which  had  lain  dormant  till  then  in  the 
more  sober  state  of  a  maggot.  You  must  give  nie  time  till 
the  beginning  of  May  to  get  rid  of  all  my  English  goods,  of 
which  number,  I  doubt,  my  cough  will  be  the  last. — If  you 
expect  any  thing  of  news  from  this  quarter,  you  will  be 
greatly  disappointed  :  one  knows  nothing  here  of  what  pas- 
ses but  a  few  leagues  from  the  place  :  at  least,  you  will  have, 
k  at  London  long  ere  it  reaches  here.  The  news,  even  of 
France  comes  to  us  chiefly  by  the  way  of  Amsterdam.  Two 
to  one,  you  have  already  heard  of  what  happened  last  Sun- 
day se'nniffht  at  Geneac,  ar  village  foui*  leagues  from  hence, 
where,  while  the  people  were  at  vespers,  the  steeple  fell 
down,  broke  through  the  roof  of  the  church,  and  biiried  a 
great  part  of  the  congregation  under  its  ruins ;  they  had  dug 
out  120  a  week  ago,  of  which  number  15  were  still  alive. 

For  tlie  transactions  of  Montpellier,  they  are  summed  up 
in  a  few  words ;  cit  least  all  that  come  to  tlie  notice  of  a  fo- 
reigaer:  here  are  fifteen  or  twenty  English,  Dutch,  and 
Germans,  who  form  b,  kind  of  separate  commonwealth  that 
has  little  intercourse  with  the  natives.  Cards  seem  lo  make 
the  great  business  of  the  place.  They  are  no  longer  a  diver- 
sion, but  are  become  an  employment,  as  formal  and  serious 
as  devotion  itself.  Pharo  and  Lansquenet  are  the  only  poli- 
tics studied  here  ;  and  Quadrille  and  Picquet  serve  for  all 
the  other  arts  and  sciences.  There  have  been  two  grand  ce- 
remonies since  my  arrival,  which  have  engrossed  all  the  at* 
terttion  of  the  place,  viz.  the  openin^j  of  the  assembly  of  the 
States  of  Languedoc,  by  the  Dul^e  de  Richelieu  ;  and  the 

f  recession  of  the  same  States  to  accompany  the  Sacrament, 
f  I  had  any  talent  at  description,  I  should  here  have  a  fine 
field  to  entertain  you.  But  fine  sights  are  lost  on  me.  All 
great  assemblies  appear  to  me  much  the  same.  They  are 
only  so  many  compositions  of  robes,  furs,  silks,  and  brocades, 
interlaced  with  point,  powder,  and  paint.  The  very  samQ 
materials,  under  a  little  difterent,  aiTangement,'  would  form 
^  couft  of  aldermeui  a  country  assize,  a  coronation,  or  m 
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company  of  Hussars. — Montpellier,  Madam,  is  one  of  the. 
richest  and  most  populous  cities  in  France,  ^nd  at  the  same 
time  the  dearest  to  live  in.    Few  of  the  necessaries  of  life 
but  are  dearer  here  than  at  Paris. — Wine  is  the  only  thing 
that  is  cheap,  being  here  sold  for  three  half-pence  or  two-* 
pence  a  bottle.     But,  to  compensate  for  this,  milk  costai 
twice  as  much ;  which  is  no  mighty  advantageous  considera- 
tion for  valetudinarians,  who  use  much  milk  and  but  Jiu'e 
wine.    In  general,  the  eating  would  be  vei^'  go<»d,  were  it 
|iot  for  the  want  of  butter,  which  makes  a  terrible  drawback. 
Not  only  fowl  of  all  sorts,  but  fish,  aud  almost  every  thing 
else,  i^  here  served  quite  dry.    If  you  demand  sauce,  all 
they  can  do  is  to  give  you  oil  J  for,  as  to  butter,  the  country 
proauces  none.   The  vine,  olive,  mulberry,  anci  walnut-tree,. 
.  ^ave  engrossed  all  the  ground,  and  left  no  room  forpasture 
and  grazing  •  so  that  one  is  here  stored  with  a  great  many 
of  the  superfluities  of  life,  while  the  necessaries  of  it  are 
wanting.     I  do  not  know  how  long  I  shall  atay  here,,  because 
I  caqnptforesee  when  I  shall  find  weather  to  get  away  in  s 
perhaps  my  next  ipay  be  from  Avignon,  orAijc.  Butletnotthia 
hinder  your  writing.  I  never  stoqd  in  such  need  of  your  letters 
^s  at  thU  time.    Your  last  came  ji^st  time  enough  to  save  one 
from  perishing  miserably  ;  for  to  die  of  the  vapours  in  Lan-> 
guedoc,  would  be  of  all  deaths  the  most  extraordinary,   you 
will  remember  m^  to  all  my  friends,  with  that  respect  and 
affection  that  is  due  to  such.     It  i^  only  by  being  long  absent, 
in  a  foreign  ppuntry  that  a  man  learns  their  value,     You^ 
Mttle  daughter's  escape  gave  nie  great  joy.     I  never  knew 
^  how  pnuch  the  los§  of  her  \yould  have  affected  me  till  I  heard 
§he  had  been  in  danger.     She  now  appears  dearer  to  qie 
than  even  her  sister ;  but  it  is  only  because  I  have  had  oc-s 
casiop  to  know  the  extent  of  my  affection  for  the  qne,  and 
pot  for  the  other.     For  yourself.  Madam,  -  neither  absjence 
por  dangey  can  much  increase  that  inviolable  attachment 
^itb  which  I  ^^i  your  i^ost  (luiqble  and  obedient  servant, 

J^PH.  Chambers, 
LETTJIR  IIL 

r 

9 
t 

For  Mrs.  Chambers. 

Madam,  Paris,  Aug.  30,  1739, 

I  iiRCEivED  your  terrible  letter  ^tbout  the  least  alarm. 
Neither  the  largeness  of  your  paper,  nor  the  racks  aiMl  ^or- 
l^res  yQi|  manage  me  with  in  your  preapible,  frigbteB  b;^  v^ 
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the  least.    Your  letters  are  all  good  ;  and,  if 'any  of  them  be 
better  thaiv  the  rest,  it  is  only  becawse  they  are  longer.    Bj 
my  good-will,  I  woi>ld  never  receive  any  thing  from  you  but 
sheets  of  Elephant  or  Atlas  paper.     I  arrived  here,  to  xnj 
sorrow,  just  in  the  n)iddle  of  the  rejoicings  for  the  maiTiage 
of  Madame  Premiere.    They  have  unhinged  me  quite  for 
^vriting.     My  head  is  full  of  nothing  but  fire- works.— Do 
you  love  gunpowder,  Madam  ?  If  you  do,  1  can  give  you  a 
feast ;  not  of  ragouts  and  kickshaws,  but  of  fiery  dragons, 
dolphins  of  sulpKnr,  burning  crowns,  and  ship-of-Ianthorn^. 
What  think  you  of  five-and-twenty  hundred  rockets  let  fly 
at  once,  loaden  with  stars  and  serpents !     There  were  more 
of  these  artificial  stars  seen  ghttering  at  once  over  Paris, 
than  tberQ  are  natural  ones  visible  in  the  whole  firmariient. 
And  for  the  noise,  I  think  you  are  happy  in  having  been  so 
far  from  it.     Seriously,  half  the  people  here  seem  to  be  dis- 
tracted ;  and,  though  the  fire-works  have  been  over  these 
twenty-four  hours,   they  make  as  much  noise  as  ever. — 
There  are  not,  at  this  minute,  less  than  500,000  persons 
talking'of  them.     In  the  streets,  the  coffee-houses,  the  pub- 
lic walks,  in  all  companies,  nothing  else  is  heard.     I  went 
to  the  comedy,  on  purpose  to  get  out  of  it,  but  \Vas  disap- 
pointed, for  I  had  it  on  ^very  side  of  me.     f  retuilied  to 
my  lodging,  and  shut  myself  up  to  write  to  you,  but  found 
KVjibs  and  crackers  in  possession  of  every  corner  of  my  bead, 
1  have  no  ideas  left  but  what  are  tingecl  with  fire  and  ^)rim- 
fitone.     I  have  no  words  lefti)ut  such  as  hvrpions^  girandois 
u  feu,  pots  cP aigrettes^  gtrbsd' artifice j  and  the  like. 

Sept.  X 

I  HAVE  taken  all  this  time  to  cool  in,  and  come  to  myself, 
tod  can  now  talk  to  you  with  my  usual  sangfroid, — I  thank 
you  for  the  promise  you  have  made  in  my  name,  and  will 
endeavour  to  acquit  you  of  it  with  honour,  whenever  I  am  , 
called  to  it  At  first  sight,  I  had  determined  to  take  post 
immediately  ;  but,  on  a  second  reading  of  your  letter,  the 
terms  in  which  you  speak  of  the  affair  did  not  seem  to  re- 
quire so  much  precipitation.  I  hope  to  be  at  London  in 
about  a  fortnight.  If  my  presence  be  any  way  necessary 
sooner,  you  will  be  so  good  to  give  irotice.  I  am  not  yet 
prepared  to  satisfy  your  curiosity  concerning  the  Queen  of 
Spain  and  the  Marquise  de  Mailly,  but  have  employed  an 
abb6  to  make  inquiries,  from  whom  I  expect  marvels, 
.  As  to  my  Frencti  frippery,  I  have  followed  your  advice, 
wd  am  disposing  of  it  as  fast  as  I  can.  My  wh  ce  shoes  and 
feather  I  left  behind  me  at  Pezenas,  my  loupeeat  Tholouse^ 
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and  the  rest  of  ray  French  goods,  if  I  have  any,  I  shall  drop 
here ;  so  that  you  will  see  me  reduced4:o  my  firstprinciples, 
and  find  me  so  thoroughly  an  EngUshman,  that  it  shall  not 
appear  I  have  ever  set  foot  in  France.  A  man  who  comes 
from  Languedoc  ought  to  perform  a  sort  of  quarantine  at 
Paris,  to  fit  him  for  English  company.  Paris  will  take  off 
his  flights,  and  cure  him  of  certain  airs,  which  he  is  very  apt 
to  catch  if  he  come  near  the  Garonne.  The  Parisians,  as  to 
vivacity,  differ  more  from  the  Gascons'  than  they  do  from 
the  English, 

Remember  me  to  all  friends,    I  wrote  to from 

Blois. 

Yours,  &c, 

'       '  Epb[,  Chambers, 

LETTER  IV, 

(Madam,  Canhwry-^Jiousey  April  J  8. 

A  LAMENTABLE  accident  has  be&llen  Madam  de  Sevigne, 
A  pen-full  of  ink  is  fallen  on  her  letters,  which,  though  it 
lias  left  every   thing  legible  enongh,  has  a  little  clouded 
her  page.     It  is  but  an  iU  return  for  the  amusement  she  has 
afforded  me  to  bespatter  her  when  I  have  done.     But,  you 
will  believe  me,  it  was  not  done  out  ofdes'ign,  though*  I 
have  a  little  quarrel  with  her.     You  will  hardly  be  «ble  to 
guess  for  what     It  is  not  for  h^r  being  a  French  woman,  or 
a  courtier ;  though  I  don't  like  all  the  airs  she  gives  herself 
on  those  accounts.     My  objection  comes  from  another  quar- 
ter.    It  is  that  very  freedom  and  easiness,  for  which  she  has 
been  so  much  applauded,  that  gives  me  offence;  as  it  de- 
generates so  often  into  downright  tittle-tattle.     I  could  have 
wished  it  had  cost  her  more  to  deliver  her  thoughts,  because 
then  she  would  have  kept  some  of  them  to  herself.     As-fine 
a  lady  as  she  is,  it  would  have  been  more  prudent  in  her  not 
to  have  shewn  all.     What  I  could  best  have  spared,  is  about 
J50,000  formal  profesJ^ions  of  her  love  for  Madam  de  Grignan, 
who,  being  her  own  daughter,  might  surely  have  been  con- 
vinced of  her  motherly  affection  on  easier  terms.  It  is  usually 
said,  that  letter-writing  oiight'to  be  a  picture  of  conversation, 
and  that  what  suits  the  latter  cannot  be  amiss  in  the  former. 
I  have  some  doubts  about  it.     What  passes  in  conversation 
has  the  advantage  of  look,  gesture,  and  tone,  to  support 
and  set  it  off.     Besides,  every  thing  there  is  fleeting,  and 
in  motion,  one  thought  continually  driving  out  another;  so 
^4t  arrant  trifles  may  there  pass  undi§cove^^Qd.    But  \\  il 
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etherwise  in  letters,  which  are  read  in  cold  blood,  and  ofteii 
forced  to  stand  a  second  or  third  perusal.  Writing  a  letter 
is  next  of  kin  to  publishing  a  book.  You  often  don't  know 
who  are  to  be  your  readers,  and  bad  therefore  n^ed  to  be  a 
little  on  your  guard.  After  all,  there  are  many  fine  things  in 
Madam  de  Sevigne,  who  is  likfely  to  be  the  best  model  for 
ladies'  letters,  till  jovi  shall  be  prevailed  on  to  publish  your 
own. 

I  belieye  I  have  caught  the  rambling  disease  from  Madaot 
de  Sevign6  ;  for  I  find  I  am  got  out  of  sight  of  my  first  de-i. 

sigUj  which  was  to  be  an  apology  for  blotting  your  book , 

Not  tbat  I  pretend  thus  to  excuse  myself,  or  imagine  that 
the  loss  of  a  line  of  her's  could  be  atoned  by  a  whole  sheet 
of  mine.  Perhaps  the  best  reparation  I  could  have  made  bad 
been  to  have  said  nothing ;  and  that  the  next  to  this  is,  not 
to  say  a  syllable  more,  but,'  Madam^  your  most  obedient^ 
most  slovenly,  |ind  inky  servant, 

Eph.  Chambebs. 
LETTER  V, 

Madam,  Colneif-hatchy  Monday;  May  10* 

Instead  of  writing  you  a  letter,  I  send  you  a  how  d'ye^ 
I  contracted  indeed  with  you,  to  furnish  a  lettef  per  week  : 
but  the  situation  in  which  I  last  saw  you  rendered  the  per- 
formance impracticable.  In  reality,  what  can  a  man  saj-  to  a 
person  ill  a-bed  ?  To  speak  pertinently,  it  must  be  on  mat- 
ters either  of  diet  or  physic.  But,  alas !  water-gruel  land 
asses  milk  will  make  but  poor  entertainment !  And,  besides, 
you  hear  enough  of  those  things  from  your  physician  and 
purse.  Should  I  endeavour  to  amuse  you  with  flights  of  wit 
and  fancy  ?  it  is  not  only  vain  and  unreasonable,  i)ut  out  of  » 
my  power.  The  concern  I  am  under  for  your  health  damps 
the  little  genius  I  am  possessed  of.  I  must  desire  you  thfere-» 
fore  to  make  haste  and  get  well  a^ain,  or  I  shall  be  utterly 
insolvent.  Till  I  hear  of  that,  all  I  shall  be  able  US  write 
will  be,  Pray  let  me  kruywhowyoudo.  Madam,  your  most 
pbedieiit  servant,  ^  ' 

Eph.  Chambers. 
LETTER  VI,  ' 

Madam,  GrayU-Inn^  Saturday  Morning, 

If  it  be  to  old  age  and  impertinence  I  owe  the  honour  of 
jour  l^st  commands,  I  am  more  indebted  tp  those  two  ill 


13S  Ff\>m  Dr.  Yoiin^  to  Mr.  WiUiatns. 

qualitieSy  as  they  are  commonly  reputed,  than  I  am  to  forty 

food  ones.  I  could  almost  be  tempted  to  wish  you  more  of 
oth  of  them,  were  it  not  that  this  might  look  a  little  too  seU 
£sh  as  well  as  assuming:  for,  in  reality,  I  do  not  wish  you 
any  other  than  as  you  are ;  and  it  might  puzzle  a  better  bead 
than  mine  to  find  any  thing  to  alter  in  you  for  the  better,  ex- 
cept— I  mean  your  patrimonial  malady.  If  Pollnitz  may 
contribute  any  tiling  toward  alleviating  the  least  pains  of 
your  little  toe,  he  will  be  yery  happy.  He  is  dressing  him- 
self up  fit  to  appear  before  you  ;  but  it  will  be  Monday  ere 
bis  qlotbes  be  quite  ready^    I  Am,  &c« 

llS7j  Jpriland  May.  EPH.  Chambers, 


LVIII,  letters  from  Dr.  Young  to  Mr,  Williams^ 

LETTER  I. 
To  Mr.  Williams  at  Lyons. 

Dear  Sir,  JVellziyny  Feb.  23,  1 7S9. 

Nothing  can  be  more  kind  than  the  continuance  of  your 
friendship;  nothing  more  unjust  than  your  suspicion  hi'  my 
backwardness  to  embrace  it  I  esteem  you  for  yourself,  ani 
the  good  company  you  keep.  Homer  was  a  very  honest 
gentleman,  who  talked  of  many  gods>  and  believed  hut  one, 
Horace  says,  quatito  tibi  negaveris  a  Diis  ftura  feres,  Fene- 
Ion  was  half  an  angel ;  and  Newton  looked  so  far  and  so 
clearly  into  nature,  that  he  found  himself  under  the  neces* 
sity  to  clap  a  God  at  the  head  of  it,  in  order  to  render  any 
thing  irccou«tahle.  As  4o  Vohaire,  he  is  content  with  the 
contemplation  of  bis  own  parts,  without  looking  for  any 
other  immortality' than  they  shall  give  him. 

Thus,  Sir,  my  sermon  ends.  But  why  this  sermon  ?  To 
shew  myself  qualified  for  the  deanry  or  mitVe  you  so  kindly 
wish  me.     But  these  things  are  long  in  coming.     If  in  your 

^  travels  you  should  pick  me  up  a  little  vacant  principality,  it 
would  do  as  well;.  I  am  as  well  qualified  for  it,  and  as  likely 
to  succeed  in  it  .Monaco  would  be  a  pretty  sinecure,  for,  as 
I  take  it,  the  Most  Christian  King  is  so  good  as  to  do  all  the 
duty.  I  have  brought  you  to  the  borders  of  Italy ;  I  heartily 
wish  you  all  pleasure  in  the  land  of  Kantys.     But  before  that 

,  1  hope  to  be  censured  by  you  i^  another  letter,  which  wouW 
jrive  me  great  satisfactiou* 
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You  inquire  after  writers.     Hei:e  is  a  libel  lately  publish-.' 

ed,  called  MannerSy  for  which  the  author  is  fled,  and  the  mir 

pister  has  been  reprimanded :  there  are  two  or  three  thing* 

well  enough  said  hi  it  to  balance  a  deal  of  gross  abusfe.    The 

last  publication  I  have  read  was  about  suicide,  in  which  the 

author  endeavours  to  persuade  an  Englishman  no^  to  hang 

bioiself  when  the  wind  is  N.E.     Mustapha,  a  new  tragedy,  i« 

treading  the  stage  with  some  applause.     Nothing  shoots  ia 

aiiundance/this  spring  but  djvinity  \  a  forward  plant  like  the 

^now-drop,  but  of  little  flavour.'    I  desire  you  to  re-^enter 

lue  into  your  little  list  of  friends ;  and  to  be  assured  that, 

with  the  most  sincere  affectioq  and  good  wishes,  &c.  &cv 

%  Young, 

LETTER  II,   '  '         • 

Tq  Mr.  Williams  at  Nice, 

DEAa  Sir,  Wellwyriy  Nov.  25,  1730, 

Letters  from  the  dead  are  so  entertaining,  that  many 
wits  have  lied  their  friends  out  of  hell  so  agreeably,  that 
mankind  has  forgiven  tlie  imposition,  for  the  sake  of  the 

pleasure^ 

Next  to  letters  from  the  dead,  are  those  from  the  living  at 

a  grestt  distance,  and,  in  some  sense,  inhabitants  of  another 

world.    But,  as  far  as  I  can  learn  from  your  letter,  that  other 

U'orld  I  mean  is  itself  <fearf  since  I  was  there,  at  least,  much 

mU  of  order.    Poor  Sun  !  give  him  a  glass  of  your  pupil's 

October,  to  cure  his  November  dumps  \  it  will  make  him 

gayi  and  dance  as  in  our  Rehearsal ;  bqt  leave  a  glass  for  his 

holiness  the  Pope  ;  and,  that  it  may  go  down  with  him  the 

better,  you  may  let  him  know  it  is  prescribed  by  the  Coun^ 

pil  of  Nice.    When  I  was  there,  I  contracted  a  great  inti". 

macy  with  the  Mediterranean.     Every  day  I  made  him  a 

solemn  visit.     He  roared  Tery  agreeably  ;  I  hope  our  men 

of  war  will  soon  learn  his  art  for  the  entertainment  of  his 

Spanish  Majesty  ;  this  is  a  kind  of  opera  that  will  receive  no 

improvement  from  the  loss  of  manhood.     If  here  you  are  at 

a  loss  for  ray  meaning  (fori  think  I  am  a  little  obscure,) 

consult  Mr.  Patterson's  little  wife  ;  she  will  let  you  into  the 

Secret ;  for  I  am  mistaken,  or  our  friend  P.  has  taught  her 

to  look  on  all  eunuchs  with  high  disdain,  and  to  detest  mu- 

fie  for  the  e^ecr^bie  damageif  it  l^a^.  dene  the  wM^  sex. 
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If  yoiT  Tisit  my  quondam  habitation,  yon  will  pass  a  solemn 
assembly  of  cypresses ;  I  have  great  regard  for  their  memo^ 
ly  and  welfare ;  they  took  up  my  quarrel  against  the  Son, 
9bA  often  defended  me  from  his  insults,  when  be  was  much 
mcve  furious  than  you  now  represent  him.  Yoo  are  so  kind 
«s  often  to  remember  me  witb  Mr.  P.  When  vou  drink  mv 
bealthy  regard  your  own.  I  would  have  you  eat  my  health, 
and  I  will  drink  yours :  the  north .  wants  spirits ;  and  the 
south,  flesh;  but  take  eare  you  get  not  more  than  your  own. 
There  is  great  plenty  hi  Italian  markets,  and  it  comes  cheap; 
if  any  thing  can  be  called  cheap  which  may  possibly  cost  a 
^faol^  Roman  nose*  I  hope  you  have  nothing  of  Rome 
about  you  but  that  noble  feature ;  if  you  have,  post  away 
to  his  holiness.  No  man  makes  more  Protestants  than  the 
pope,  or  more  saints  than  tlte  devil,  when  either  of  them 
»  thoroughly  known ;  for  truth  and  virtue  haVe  no  better 
friends  upon  earth  than  a  near  inspection  and  intimate  ac- 
qnaintance  with  the  deformity  and  madness  bf  their  oppo- 
^tes.  This,  dear  Sir,  comes  of  your  conversing  with  par- 
ens ;  I  forgot  I  was  writing  a  letter,  and  was  providing  my- 
^If  for  next  Sunday  with  a  sermon  against  dx^nking, 
wenching,  &c/  &c.  Pardon  a  friend's  infirmity,  and  man- 
Jutly  bear  your  own  calamity.  May  this  be  the  greatest  you 
meet  with  in  your  travels,  and  then  you  need  not  be  in 
baste  to  return  to  your  farm  in  Wales !  My  best  wishes  and 
services  to  Mr.  P.  &c.  Lady  Betty  sends  compliments  tjo 
you  and  Mn  P.  &c.  &c. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  affectionate  humble  servant, 

1787,  May.  %  YovjiO, 


UX.  Letters  from  Mr.  Pope  and  the  Earl  of  Ojrfbrd* 

LETTER L 
To  the  Rev.  Mr*  Wesley,  at  Tiverton,  Devon. 

Dear  Sir,  Twitenham^  Oct.  21. 

1  OUR  letter  had  not  been  so  long  unanswered,  but  that  I 
was  not  returned  from  a  long  journey  of  sqme  weeks  when  it 
arrived  at  this  place.  You  may  depend  on  the  money  for 
the  Earl  of  Peterborow,  Mr.  Bethel,  Dr.  Swift,  and  Mr. 
Echcrsall,  which  I  will  pay  beforq-b^nd  to  ^ny  one  you 
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shall  direct;  and  I  think  you  may  set  down  Dr.  Delatiy^ 
whom  I  will  write  to.  [  desired  my  Lord  Oxford,  some 
months  since,  to  tell  you  this;  it  w\xs  just  upon  my  going  to 
take  a  last  leave  of  Lord  Peterborow,  in  so  much  hurry  that 
I  had  not  time  to  write;  and  my  Lord  Oxford  undertook  to 
tell  it  you  for  me.  I  agree  with  you  in  the  opinion  of  Savage'd 
strange  performance,  which  does  not  deserve  the  benefit  of 
the  cierffy.  Mrs.  Wesiejr  has  my  sincere  thanks  for  her 
good  wishes  in  favour  of  tliis  wretched  tabernacle  my  body; 
the  soul  that  is  so  unhappy  as  to  inhabit  it  deserves  her  re- 
gard something  better,  because  it  really  harbours  much 
good- will  for  her  husband  and  herself;  no  nian  being  more 
truly,  dear  sir,  your  affectionate  and  faithful  servant, 

Alexander  Pope- 
LETTER  IL 
To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wesley,  School-master,  Tiverton,  Devon. 

Eev.  Sin,  DorveV' street^  Aug.  7,  1734- 

I  AM  sorry  and  ashamed  to  say  it,  but  the  truth  must  com« 
out,  that  1  have  a  letter  of  yo^urs  dated  June  8,  and  this  is 
Aug.  7,  and  I  have  but  now  set  pen  to  paper  to  answer  it,  I 
assure  you,  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  from  you;  and,  since 
that  you  are  much  mended  in  your  health,  change  of  air 
will  certauily  be  of  great  service  to  you,  and  I  hope  you 
will  use  some  other  exercise  than  that  of  the  school.  I  hear 
you  have  had  an  increase  of  above  forty  boys  since  you  have 
been  down  there.  I  am  very  glad,  for  your  sajte,  that  you 
are  so  well  approved  of;  I  hope  it  will  in  every  respect  an- 
swer 3;our  expectation :  if  your  health  be  established,  I 
make  no  doubt  but  that  all  parts  will  prove  to  your  mind, 
which  will  be  a  great  pleasure  to  me.  There  is  very  little 
news^tirring ;  they  all  agree  that  the  Bishop  of  Winches- 
ter is  dying.  They  say  Hoadly  is  to  succeed  him ;  and  Pot- 
ter, Hoadl}^ ;  but  how  Kuther  1  cannot  tell,  nor  does  the  town 
pretend,  which  is  a  wonderful  thing. 

lam  very  glad  you  was  reduced  to  read*  over  Hudibras 
three  times  with  care;  and  I  find  you  are  perfectly  of  my 
mind,  that  it  much  wants  notes,  and  that  it  will  be  a  great 
work;  certainly  it  will  be,  to  do  it  as  it  should  be;  I  do  not 
know  one  so  capable  of  doing  it  as  yourself.  I  speak  this 
very  sincerely.  Lily*s  Life  1  have; 'and  anj^  books  that  I 
have  you  shall  see,  and  have  the  perusal  of  them,  and  any 


142  Letters  frorh  Zackary  fVilliairis. 

other  part  tbat  I  cart  assist.     I  own,  I  am  very  fond  of  tn<! 

ivork    and  it  would  be  of  excellent  use  and  entertainment* 

-The  news  you  read  in   the  papers  of  a  match  with  my 

dauo-hterand  the  Duke  of  Portland  was  completed  at  Mary- 

le-bone  Chapel ;  I  think  there  is  the  greatest  prospect   of 

happiness  to  them  both ;  I  think  it  must  be  mutual ;  one  part 

'    cannot  be  happy  without  the  other.     Here  is  a  great  har-» 

mony  of  temper,  a  liking  to  each  other;  which  is,  I  think, 

'a  true  foundation  for  happiness^     Compliments  from  all 

here  attend  you. 

J  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  affectionate  humble  servant, 

Oxford* 

The  two  boys  are  well. 

Pray  let  me  hear  from  yoU  soon,  and  let  me  know,  un- 
der your  6wn  hand,  how  you  do* 

1787,  July. 


rtrii 


LX.  Letters'from  2achary  Williams,  on  the  Longitude,  some  ot 
them  corrected,  and  others  written,  by  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

LETTER  I. 

To  the  Earl  of  Halifax. 

My  Lord,  '  1751; 

Permit  an  old  man,  in  the  82d.  year  of  his  age,  one  who 
has  long  been  the  sport  of  fortune,  to  address  your  lordship* 
Though  distressed  and  mal^treatedj  he  is  extremely  un* 
willing  tb  can'y  with  him,  where  it  must  be  buried  in  eternal 
oblivion,  the  effects  of  more  than  thirty  years  study,  as  well 
as  very  considerable  expence.  He  flatters  himself  the  long-? 
wished  ,for  and  desired  discovery  of  the  lorigitude  may  be 
fully  supplied  by  due  observations  of  the  variations  of  th^ 
magnetic  needle.  To  this  he  has  applied  his  care;  and 
should  esteem  it  the  highest  honour  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  submitting  his  labours  to  your  lordship's  consideration,  a 
specimen  whereof,  is^with  all  submission  inclosed. 

How  far  these  calculations  may  be  rendered  expedient  to 
the  trade  and  navigation  of  these  kingdoms  would  not  be** 
come  him  to  say  to  a  nobleman  of  your  lordship's  judg* 
ment  and  penetration.    His  only  amoition  is  to  be  useful'  to 
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his^couhtry ;  and,  if  he  should  be  so  happy  as  to  obtain  your 
lordship's  patronage,  humbly  hopes  his  grey  haii-s  may  de- 
scend into  the  silent  grave  with  peace  and  satisfaction. 
Frofliyour  lordship's  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servant^ 

-.  ^  Z.  WlLUAMS. 

LETTER  II. 
To  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 

My  Lords,  Oct.  9,  1751. 

Permit  me  to  signify  to  your  lordships,  that  I  have  a 
Terj^  i^seful  secret,  which  is  as  j-et  unknown  to  the  learned 
world,  for  perfecting  the  hitherto  imperfect  art  of  »avigc- 
tion;  and  might  have  been  long  ere  this  time  sufficiently 
experimented,  and  many  disastiers  been  happily  prevented, 
which  have  since  happened  at  sea  for  want  of  their  having  a 
better  knowledge  of  the  true  longitude  and  variations  of  the 
compass-needle* 

I  have  often,  from  time  to  time,  proposed  this  useful  se* 
cret  to  this  right  hon.  b6ai»d  for  above  these  twenty  years 
last  past;  but  the  true  merit  of  the  proposal  has  not  hitherto 
been  justly  and  fairly  examined. 

As  therefore  I  do  now  confidently  presume  that,  bj- the 
method  which  I  am  ready  to  propose,  I  have  a  just  ciain|r 
to  the  benefit  and  reward  granted  by  a/ct  of  parliament  for 
discovering  and  determining  the  longitude  at  sea;  I  hui^bly 
request  that  your  lordships  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  such, 
of  the  commissioners,  or  other  skilful  and  learned  persons 
a«  you  shall  judge  meet  and  able,  to  examine  into,  and 
judge  of,  the  true  merit  thereof;  and  that  your  lordships, 
will  please  to  fix  a  certain  and  convenient  time  and  place  at  - 
which  the  said  persons  and  myself  shall  meet  together,  in 
the  presence  of  your  board,  for  the  examination  thereof,  to 
the  end  that  they  may  there,  without  prejudice,  declare 
their  judgmetit  concerning  the  same,  being  willing  that  this 
valaable  secret,  which  so  much  tends  to  the  advancement 
of  navigation,  be  first  promoted  here  in' England,  to  the 
lasting  fame  and  renown  of  our  nation,  .rather  than  be  re- 
ceived and  first  promoted  by  a  forei4>  n  power,, 

I  earnestly  beg  your  lordships  final  determination  and 
answer  by  a  line  trora  your  lordships  board. 

I  remain,  with  all  due  regard,  your  lordships  most  obe- 
dient, and  humble  servant, 

Z,    WltLIAJ«p. 
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LETTER  IIL 
To  Doctor  Bradley. 

Sir,  Admiraliy-Officey  Oct.  10,  1751. 

The  bearer,  Mr.  Zachariah  Williams,  having  represented! 
to  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  that  he  has 
found  out  a  very  useful  secret  for  perfecting  the  art  of  navi- 
gation, and  for  the  better  coming  at  the  knowledge  of  the 
longitude,  and  variation  of  the  compass-needle ;  I  am  com* 
manded  by  their  lordships  to  recommend  it  to  you,  to  ex- 
amine into  what  he  hath  to  offer,  and  to  report  your  opinion 
thereupon  to  them. 

lam.  Sir, 

.    Your  very  humble  servant, 

S.  Cleveland. 

LETTER  IV. 

\ 

To  Doctor  Bradley. 

SfK,  Oct.  25,    1751. 

,  I  TROUBLED  you  lately  with  a  letter,  to  acquaint  you,  that 
1  have  been  favoured^  by  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  with  a 
commission  to  be  delivered  by  me  to  your  own  hand;,  and 
now  write  again,  to  intreat  tb6  favour  of  an  interview  either 
at  Greenwich,  or  when  your  affairs  call  you  to  town.  I 
have  forborn  to  wait  on  you  at  Greenwich,  till  I  know  what 
time  will  suit  you  best,  lest  you  should  either  be  not  at 
home,  or  not  at  leisure,  for  my  age  makes  me  very  fearful 
of  any.  fruitless  fatigue. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

Z.  Williams. 

LETTER  V, 

To  the  Righl:  Hon.  Lord  Anson, 

My  Lord,  Oct.  25,  1751. 

9  '  * 

As  the  benefit  of  a  right  knowledge  of  the  longitude,  and 
variations  of  the  cooipass^needle  at  sea^  has  been  thought 
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&n  object  worthy  of  the  public  attention  and  encouragement, 
ihany  have  applied  their  studies  and  endeavours  to  discover 
that  great 'and  important  secret. 

Having  acquired  a  competent  skill  in  the  grounds  and 
principles  that  led  thereto,  and  humbly  presuming  that, 
through  God's  blessing  on  my  long  study  and  application,  I 
have  found  out,  by  certain  tables  and  calculations,  siich  a 
method  as  may  render  it  not  only  practicable,  but  intelligi- 
ble to  conmion  understandings ;  I  pray  leave  to  lay  the  same 
before  your  lordship. 

And  as  yourlordship  must  be  acknowledged  the  best  judge 
of  the  justness  as  well  as  use  of  what  I  have  to  dffer,  I 
shall  humbly  presume  to  submit  the  same  to  your  lordship's 
examination ;.  and  to  entreat  your  protection  and  patronage, 
if  it  ^hall  appear  to  be  deserving  ci'  that  honour. 

I  am  now  in  the  last  stage  of  life,  being  above  80  years 
of  age^  and  can  hardly  expect  to  live  long  enough  to  see 
the  success,  should  the  scheme,  through  your  lordship's 
approbation,  be  carried  into  execution.  But  it  is  no  small 
concern  to  me  to  think  a  secret  of  so  general  use  should  die/ 
with  me>  and  be  lost  to  my  own  country,  or  that,  after  my 
decease^  it  should  be  communicated  to  foreign  nations,  in 
case  it  meet  not  with  a  favourable  reception  here;  and  so 
all  that  labour  and  pains  be  lost  which  for  so  many  years  I 
have  been  taking,  to  promote  the  benefit  f  nd  advantage 
both  of  his  majesty's  navy>.and  the  whole  British  navigation 
in  general, 

1  pray  leave  to  inclose  the  printed  proposals;  and  hum- 
bly presume  to  hope  I  may  be  admitted  to  the  honour  of 
your  lordship's  presence,  in  order  to  answer  or  explain  such 
inquiries  as  your  lordship  may  think  proper  to  make ;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  I  flatter  myself  with  hopes,  that  your 
known  candour  and  goodness  will  receive  with  favour  the 
well-meant  endeavours,  as  well  as  person,  though  almost 
worn  out  with  age  and  the  want  of  the  necessaries  and  com- 
forts of  life,  t)f,  my  lord,  your  iordship^s  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

^     Z.  Williams* 
LETTER  VI. 

To  Mr.  Zach.  Williams,  at  the  Rainbow  Coffee-house  on 

Fleet-Bridge,  London. 

Sir,  Greenwich  Parky  Nov.  5,  1751. 

w 

Dr.  Bradley  has  ordered  me  t;o  let  you  know  that  h© 
VOL.  ui.  L      . 
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will  meet  vou  at  the  Rainbow  coffee-house,  on  Fleet-Brid^r*, 
between  eleven  and  one  oVlock  on  Thursday  next,  if  he  is 
not  prevented;  but  if  you  'do  not  see  him  then,  he  will  let 
you  know  further. 

I  am  jour  humble  servant^ 

John  Bradley. 

Letter  vii. 

To  Doctor  Bradlev. 

Rev.  Sir,  Nw.  II,  1751. 

'  1  Had  not  the  good  fortune  to  receive  Mr.  Bradley's  letter 
of  the  5th.  instant  till  to-day,  though  I  did  not  miss  to  in- 
quire daily  at  the  coffee-house;  therefore  hope  you  will 
pardon  my  not  keeping  the  appointment,  which  gives  me 
the  more  uneasiness,  as  I  am  informed  that  you  took  the 
trouble  of  calling  upon  me  there.  Let  me  then  again  beg  the 
favour  that  you  will  appoint  another  meeting,  either  there 
or  elsewhere,  and  you  shall  be  duly  waited  upon  by. 

Rev.  Sir,  &c. 

You  will  oblige  me  very  much.  Sir,  by  sending  me  a  line 
in  answer  by  the  bearen 

LETTER  VIIL 

To  Mr.  Zachary  Williams. 

Dr.  Bradley  intends  to  call  at  the  Rainbow  coffee-house 
about  eleven  o'clock  on  Thursday  next,  viz.  Nov.  21. 

LETTER  IX. 
To  Doctor  Bradley. 

Sir,  Nao.  26,  175L 

The  lords  of  the  admiralty  have  been  pleased  to  refer  my 
S3'stem  of  the  variations  to  your  examination;  and  you  have 
now  in  your  hands  the  final  event  of  the  study  and  labour  of 
a  long  life,  lost,  without  yom*  candour,  in  a  fruitless  appli- 
cation. I  am  not  soliciting  you,  by  this  warm  address,^  to 
any  favour  inconsistent  with  honour,  with  science,  or  with 
truth ;  nor  intreat  any  tbiiig  farther  than  such  expedition  as 
mj^  age  now  makes  necessary,  and  such  a  representation  to 
their  lordships  as  may  incline  them  to  consider  my  scheme 
as  wortliy  of  their  attention,  and  to  favour  me,  like  others 
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wbf)  have  laboured  in  the  same  design,  with  such  ehcou- 
Jragementj  patronage,  and  Assistances  as  may  enable  me  ta 
prosecute  my  experiments  and  complete  my  tables. 

Z.W* 

LEtTERX. 
To  the  Lords. of  the  Admiralty. 

My  LoRps,  Dec.  iOj  17 5U 

As  my  proposal  for*  settling  the  variation  has  had  the  ho- 
nour to  attract  the  hotice  of  your  lordships,  and  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  professof  6f  astronomy,  I  presume  to  intreat 
one  more  act  of  indulgence ;  which  I  flatter  myself  that 
your  lordships  known  skill  in  philosophy  and  navigation, 
and  that  curiosity  which  science  always  produces,  will  in- 
cline you  to  grant. 

I  have,  by  the  industry  of  many  years,  prepared  an  in- 
strument which  may  be  called  an  epitome  or  miniature  of 
the  terraqueous  globe.  It  shews  the  variation  of  the  vari- 
ations for  two  hundred  years,  and  consequently  resolves  by 
inspection.  Without  any  calculus  ot  table,  all  questions  re- 
lating to  the  sailor's  needle.  If  the  year  for  which  the  va- 
riation is  required,  with  the  longitude  and  latitude  of  the 
place,  be  given  me,  I  can  immediately  shew  the  variation ; 
if  the  y^ar,  latitude,  and  variation,  be  given,  I  can  shew 
the!  longitude.  As  I  am  conscious  to  myself  of  no  fraud,  I 
would  not  decline  thfe  severest  trial  before  men  who  know 
to  how  much  uncertainty  the  utmost  accuracy  which  expe- 
riment and  observation  have  yet  attained  is  exposed,  and 
who  can  make  the  just  allowances  for  the  slowness  and  he- 
sitation of  a  man  now  sunk  with  disappointments,  and  over- 
borne with  tnore  than  eighty  years.  I,  tjierefore,  humbly 
petition  for  the  privilege  of  exhibiting  before  your  lordships 
the  eflFects  of  my  instrument,  and  intreat  that  such  questions 
may  be  prepared  as  shall  seem  to  your  lordships  sufficient 
for  a  trial. 

I  shall  gladly  attend  at  any  time  and  at  any  place;  but 
hope  that  your  lordships  will  pardon  me,  if,  in  my  eighty- 
third  year,  I  am  desirous  that  nothing  which  I  am  toper- 
fgnn  may  be  long  delayed.  I  am,  my  lords,  with  great 
submission  and  respect,  your  lordships 'most  humble  and^ 
most  obedieiat, 

Z.  Williams, 


L  2 
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LETTER  XI. 

To  the  Lords  qf  the  Admiralty.  j 

My  Lords,  Jan.  2,  l75i-^. 

I  HAVE  again  taken  the  liberty  to  attend  your  lordships,  to 
return  you  thanks  for  the  notice  with  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  honour  my  p/opo^al,  and  to  intreat  the  continu- 
ance of  your  favour. 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  your  lordships,  that  the  only  test 
of  my  tables,  and  of  the  system  on  which  they  are  formed, 
is  experience.  Mathematicians,  mere  mathematicians,  are 
apt  to  be  misled  by  the  prejudices  of  theory,  and  per- 
haps sometimes  by  those  of  rivalship.  They  have  no  imme- 
diate interest  in  the  discovery  unless  it  be  made  by  them- 
selves, and  therefore  are  not  very  forward  to  find  it  in  the 
hands  of  another.  For  these  reasons,  I  entreat  your  lord- 
ships to  take  it  into  your  own  examination,  or  to  refer  it  to 
some  able  and  candid  navigators,  that  I  may  have  the  ho- 
nour of  the  highest  approbation,  or  at  least  the  satisfaction 
of  being  condemned  by  unexceptionable  judges. 

I  am,  my  lords^  &c. 

LETTER  XIL 

To  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 

My  Lords, 

'  I  HAVE  been  long  hindered  by  sickness  from  attending  on 
your  board ;  but  presume  to  hope  that  your  lordships  are 
not  now  less  willing  than  before  to  examine  and  consider 
my  scheme  of  the  variation,  and  therefore  once  more  im- 
plore the  favour  of  a  candid  trial.  If  I  might  be  allowed  to 
propose  my  own  judges,  I  should  desire  to  be  tried  only  by 
navigators,  as  the  only  persons  interested  in  the  success  of 
such  undertakings,  or  rather  almost  the  only  persons  capa-* 
ble  of  judging,  who  have  nots^n  interest  in  opposing  every 
scheme  but  their  own.  I  am,  my  lords,  your  lordships 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Z.  WiLUAMS* 
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LETTER  XIIL 

To  Lord  Anson. 

My  Lord, 

\  PRESUME  once  more  to  entreat  your  lordship's  attention 
to  my  scheme  of  the  variation  of  the  compass.- 

As  all  the  means  hitherto  offered  for  the  discovery  of  the 
longitude  are  evidently  defective,  and  all  the  hypotheses  of 
the  magnetic  variation,  yet  proposed,  confessedly  erroneous; 
I  cannot  b«t  hope  that  your  lordship  will  be  pleased  to  fa- 
Tour  a  scheme,  by  which  it  is  conceived  that  the  variation 
will  be  complete,  and  the  longitude,  by  easy  deduction, 
ascertained ;  since  you  know,  not  only  by  theory,  but  by 
long  hazardous  experience,  how  much  would  be  added  by 
this  improvement  to  the  safety  of  navigation. 

My  scheme  is  easily  examined.     By  an  instrument  which 
I  have  constructed,  I  shew  the  variation  of  any  given  lati- 
tude and  longitude;  and,  as  I   proceed   systematically,  a 
short  trial  will  be  sufficient  to  decide  the  merit  of  the  per- 
fonnance;    for,  if  the  instrument  is  found  to  agree  with 
such  obsei'vations  as  your  lordship  shall  think  worthy   of 
credit,  at  a  few  places  remote  from  each  other,  it  may  be 
credited  for  the  interjacent  places;  it  being  scarcely  to  be 
ioaagined  that  an  instrument  can  be  constructed  upon  prin- 
ciples so  as  to  be  right  in  some  places  without  being  right 
likeftrise  in  others;  as  a  clock,  which  we  find  right  at  seven 
and  nine,    can  hardly  be  conceived  wrong  at  six,  eight, 
or  ten. 

I  humbly  entreat  that  your  lordship  will  be  pleased  to  al- 
low me  to  attend  you  with  my  tables  and  instrument,  which 
many  gentlemen  of  eminence,  both  in  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice oi  navigation,  have  thought  worthy  of  their  notice,  for 
the  curiosity  of  its  construction  ;  but  which,  I  believe,  your 
lordship  will  find  to  answer  more  important  purposes.  I 
am,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  and  n^ost  hum- 
ble servant, 

Z.  WlLUAMS. 

P.  8.  My  lord,  I  have  taker)  the  liberty  to  trouble  your 
lordship  with  a  copy  of  my  last  letter  directed  to  the  Hon. 
Board  of  Admiralty,  which  has  not  yet  been  honoured  with 
any  notice. 

L  3 


150      ZetUrs  from  Cowley  andDryden  to  Dr.  Busby^ 

< 

LETTER  XIV. 

Dr.  Bradley's  Report. 

Doctor  Bradi^ey  says,  that  he  had  compared  Mr.  Wil- 
liams's tables  with  the  best  observations;  that,  in  some 
cases,  they  agreed  pretty  exactly,  but,  in  others,  the  dif» 
ference  amounted  to  ten,  fifteen,  or, twenty  degrees;  that 
Mr.  Williams  shewed  him  a  magnetical  instrument,  by  which, 
as  he  supposed,  the  tables  were  constructed ;  that  Mr.  Wil' 
liams  concealed  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  made,  nor 
would  allow  him  to  see  the  internal  construction  of  it;  that, 
upon  the  whole,  as  his  tables  can  only  be  proved  by  com- 
paring them  with  observations,  and  in  several  case^  the 
difference  was  so  very  great,  he  did  not  think  that  the  m-< 
struiiient,  in  its  present  state,  could  b^  relied  Upon  at  sea. 

J 787,  Sept.  caid  Dec. 


.iim<^*'^^ 


LXI,  Letters  from  Cowley  and  IJryden  to  l)r.  Busby, 

Mr.  Urban,  Oct.  is. 

From  a  collection  of  letters  to  Dr.  Busby,  which  I  lately 
purchased,  you  receive  one  written  by  Cowley,  undoubt^ 
cdly  original.  It  is  undated;  but  probably  accompanied  2k 
present  of  his  two  first  books  of  Plants  in  1662,  For  the 
jiextnnonth,  yqu  shall  have  tWQ  letters  froqi  DrydeU;,  ?incl 
pne  from  Dryden's  wife, 

Yours,  &c, 

J,  N, 

*^SlR, 

*'  I  should  have  made  you  this  mean  present  before,  bqt 
that  I  have  been  out  of  town ;  and  as  some  things  are  too 
great,  soe  this  is  too  little  to  bee  sent  farre,  If  I  were  not 
well  acquainted  with  your  candour,  and  your  particular  fa- 
vour to  mee,  it  would  be  madnes  to  venture  this  crin^inal  in 
the  presence  qf  soe  great  and  soe  long«^practisec(  a  judge  of 
these  matters.  It  may  be  a  fitter  entertainment  for  some  of 
yonr  schpUars  than  for  yourself,  ^nd  is  a  more  proportipilt 
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able  compjanion  for  the  hysop  than  the  cedars  of  Lebanon. 
I  ask,  therefore,  your  pardon  for  this  lii)crty,  and  am,  with 
great  respect,  Sir,  your  most  bumble  and  most  faithful 
servant,  '  , 

"A.  Cowley." 

Mr.  Urban,  Oct.  27. 

*  The  three  letters  herewith  sent  you  are  autographs,  the 
finst  from  the  wife  of  Dryden,  the  other  two  from  thnt  great 
poet  himself.  They  are  addressed  (in  1682  and  1683)  to 
the  femous  Dr.  Busby. 

Yjpurs,  &c 

EUGENIO. 

"HONNOHED  Sir,  Ascension-day y  1682. 

"  I  HOPE  I  need  use  noe  other  argument  to  you  in  excuse 
of  my  sonn  for  not  coming  to  church  to  Westminster  then 
this,  that  he  now  lies  at  home,  and  therefore  cannot  esilly 
goe  soe  farr  backwards  and  forwards.  His  father  and  I  will  . 
take  care  that  he  shall  duely  goe  to  church  heare,  both,  on 
holydayes  and  Sundays,  till  be  comes  to  be  more  nearly 
under  your  care  in  the  college.  In  the  mean  time,  will  you 
pleas  to  give  me  leave  to  accuse  you  of  forgeting  your 
proramis  conserning  my  eldest  sonn,  who,  as  you  once  as^ 
^ired  me,  was  to  have  one  night  in  a  weeke  alowed  him  to 
lie  s^t  home,  in  considirasion  ooth  of  hijs  health  and  clean- 
liness; you  know,  Sir,  that  prommises  mayd  to  women,  and 
espiceally  mothers,  will  never  fail)  to  be  cald  upon ;  and 
thearfore  I  will  add  noe  more  but  that  I  am,  at  this  time 
your  renierobr^ucer,  and  all  way  es,  honnard  Sir,  your  humble 
Bervant, 

E,  Dhydejs'," 

*^  HoNOURD  Sir,  Wednesday  Mornings  [1682,]" 

*' We  have,  with  much  ado,  recovered  my  younger  sonn, 
who  came  home  extrearaly  sick  with  a  violent  cold,  and,  as 
lie  thinks  hi mselfe,  a  chine-cough.  The  truth  is,  his  con- 
stitution is  very  tender;  yet  his  desire  of  learning,,  I  hope, 
will  inable  him  to  brush  through  the  college.  He  is  allwayes 
gratefully  acknov  ledging  yowr  fatherly  kindnesse  to  him  ; 
;ind  very  willing,  to  his  poore  power,  to  do  all  things  which 
Jix^y  con|;inpe  it.     I  have  no  more  to  add,  but  only  to  wish 

1-4 
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the  eldest  may  also  deserve  some  part  of  your  good  opinion, 
for  I  believe  him  to  be  of  vertuous  and  pious^  inclinations  ; 
and  for  b3th,  I  dare  assure  you,  that  they  can  proniise  to 
themselves  no  farther  share  of  my  indulgence  then  while 
they  carry  themselves  with  that  reverence  to  you,  and  that 
honesty  to  all  others,  as  becomes  them.  1  am,  honourd  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant  and  scholar, 

John. Dryden." 


<c 


Sir,  [1683.] 


**  If  I  could  have  found  in  myselfe  a  fitting  temper  to 
have  waited  upon  you,  I  had  done  it  the  day  you  dismissed 
my  sonn  from  the  college ;  for  he  did  the^  message  ;  and, 
by  what  I  find  from  Mr.  Meredith,  as  it  was  delivered   by 
you  to  him;  namely,  that  you  desired  to  see  me, ^nd   had 
,  somewhat  to  say  to  me  concerning  him.     I  observed- like- 
wise somewhat  of  kindnesse  in  it,   that  3^ou  sent  him  away 
that  you  might  not  have  occasion  to  correct  him.     I  exam- 
ined the  business,  and  found  it  concerned  his  haveing  beea 
Custos  foure  or  five  dayes  together.  But  if  he  adn\onished, 
and  was  not  believed,  because  other T)oys  combined  to  dis- 
credit him  with  false  .witnesseing,  and  to  save  themselves: 
Eerhaps  his  crime  is  not  so  great.     Another  fault  it  seems 
e  made,  which  was  going  into  one  Hawkes  his  house,   with 
some  others;  which  you  hapnine  to  see,  sent  your  servant 
to  know  who  they  were,  and   he  onely  returned  you  my 
sonn's  name:  so  the  rest  escaped.     I  have  no  fault  to  find 
with  my  sonn*s  punishment,  for  that  is,  and  ought  to  be, 
reservM  to  any  master,  much  more  to  yen  who  have  been 
his  father's*.     But  your  man  was  certainly  to  blame  to  name 
him  onely;  and  'tis  onely  my  respect  to  you  that  I  do  not 
take  notice  of  it  to  him.     My  first  rash  resolutions  were,  to 
have  brought  things  past  any  composure,  by  immediately 
sending  for  my  sonn's  things  out  of  the  college ;  but,  upon 
recollection,  I  find  I  have  a  double  tye  upon  me  net  to  do 
it :  one,  my  obligations  to  you  for  my  ecfucation ;  another, 
my  great  tendernesse  of  doeing  any  thing  offensive  to  my 
Lord  Bishop  of  Rochesterf,  as  cheife  governour  of  thQ 


*  Our  post,  John,  was  elected  from  Westminster-school  toTrin.  Coll.  Cam- 
bridge, in  1650 ;  his  cousin,  Jonathan,  in  1656.  Of  the  "  two  sons"  mentioned 
in  this  letter,  Charles  admitted  to  the  school  in  1680,  went  off  to  Christ 
Church  in  1683 ;  John,  admitted  in  1682,  to  Trin.  ColL  in  1685.    Jt  N, 

f  Dr.  John  Dolbeq, 
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college.  It  does  not  consist  with  the  honour  I  beare  him  and 
you  to  go  so  precipitately  to  worke;  no,  not  so  much  as  to 
»  have  any  difference  with  yon,  if  it  can  possibly  be  avoyded. 
Yet,  as  my  sonn  stands  now,  I  cannot  see  with  what  credit  he 
can  be  elected ;  for,  being  but  sixth,  and  (as  you  are  pleased 
to  judge)  not  deserving  that  neither,  I  know  not  whether 
be  may  not  go  immediately  to  Cambridge,  as  well  as  one  of 
his  own  election  went  to  Oxford  this  yeare  by  youre  con- 
sent.    I  will  say  nothing  of  my  second  sonn,  but  that,  after 
you  had  been  pleased  to  advise  x^e  to  waite  on  my  Lord  Bi* 
shop  for  his  favour,  I  found  he  might  have  bad  the  first  place 
if  you  had  not  opposed  it;  and  I  likewise  found  at  the  elec-- 
tion,  that,  bj?  the  pains   you  had  taken  with  him,  he  in 
some  sort  deserved  it.     1  hope.  Sir,  when  you  have  given 
yourselfe  the  trouble  to  read  thus  farr,  you,  who  are  a  pru^ 
dent  man,  wull  consider,  that  none  complaine,    but  they 
desire  to  be  reconciled  at  the  same  time;  there  is  no  mild 
expostulation  at  least,  which  does  not  intimate  a  kindness 
and  respect  in  him  who  makes  it.     Be  pleased,  if  there  be 
no  merit  on  my  side^  to  make  it  your  own  act  of  grace  to  be 
what  you  were  formerly  to  my  sonn.     I  have  done  some-* 
thing,  so  farr  to  conquer  my  own  spirit  as  to  ask  it :  and, 
indeed,  I  know  not  with  what  face  to  go  to  my  Lord  Birshop, 
and  to    tell   him  1  am   takeing  away  both  my  sonns;  for, 
though  I  shall  tell  him  no  occasion,  it  will  looke  like  a  dis- 
respect to  my  old  Master,  of  which  I  will  not  be  guilty   if 
it  be  possible.     I  shall  add  no  more,  but  hope  I  shall  be  so 
patisfyed  with  a  favourable  answer  from  you,  which  T  pro^* 
mise  to  myselfe  from  your  goodnesse  and  moderation,  that 
I  shall  still  have  occasion  to  continue,  Sir,  your  most  obliged 
Jiumble  serv'ant, 

}787,  Oct,  and  Nov.  John  Dryden/* 


LXIL  Extracts   of  Letters  from  Dr.  Arbuthnot  to  Mr.  Watkins, 

London^  Sept.  30,  172L 

A  RIOR  has  had  a  narrow  escape  by  dying  ;  for,  if  he  had 
lived,  he  had  married  a  brimstone  bitch,  one  Bessy  Cox, 
that  keeps  an  alehouse  in  Long-acre.  Her  husband  died 
about  a  month  ago ;  and  Prior  has  left  his  estate  between  his 
servant  Jonathan  Drift  and  Bessy  Cox.  Lewis  got  drunk 
with  punch  with  Bess  night  before  last.    Do  not  say  where 
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yon  had  this  news  of  Prior.     I  hope  all  my  mistresses  miniSiv 
ters  will  not  behave  themselves  so. 

London^  Oct.  lo,  1721. 

There  is  great  care  taken,  now  it  is  too  late,  to  keep 
Prior's  will  secret,  for  it  is  thought  not  to  be  too  reputable 
ff)r  Lord  Harley  to  execute  this  will.  Be  so  kind  as  to  say 
nothing  whence  you  had  your  intelligence.  We  are  to  have 
a  bowl  of  punch  at  Bessy  Cox's.  She  would  fain  have  put 
it  upon  Lewis  that  she  was  his  Emma;  she  owned,  Flanders 
Jane  was  his  Chloe.  I  know  no  security  from  these  dotages 
in  batchelors,  but  to  repent  of  their  mis^spent  time  and 
marry  with  all  speed.     Pray  tell  your  fellow  traveller  so, 

1787,  Dec. 


LXIII.  Letters  from  Richard  Savage*,   a  ftw  weeks  before  bis 

death. 

LETTER  L 

Mr.  Strong,  Bristol^  June  19,  1743. 

I  AM  heartily  glad  all  things  are  safe  with  you  as  to   your 
"place. 

I  received  yours,  dated  June  6,  ten  days  after  date.  I  wish 
I  knew  whether  this  was  owing  to  the  Vault  of  Mr.  Pyne. 
You  delayed  writing  so  long,  that  I  began  to  imagine  I  should 
never  hear  of  you^  or  at  least  from  you,  again.  Mr.  Dagget 
was  near  a  fortnight  in  London.  He  tells  me  you  sent  to  him 
at  his  inn  (by  which  I  knew  you  had  received  my  letter,)  to 
know  when  he  could  be  at  leisure  to  see  you.  He  sent  you  a 
kind  invitation  by  your  messenger;  but  never  saw  or  heard 
from  you,  to  his  great  surprize,  afterwards.  He  would  have 
been  very  glad  to  have  seen  j^ou.  Mrs.  Harris  is  at  London, 
in  Newgate.  There  has  happened  so  great  a  quarrel  be- 
tween her  and  Mr.  Dagge,  that  she  called  him  mqrdefer, 


*  They  were  addressed  "to  Mr,  Strong,  at  the  General  Post-Office;"  tbt 
friend,  of  whose  name  Dr.  Johnson  has  given  only  the  initial,  in  the  leUer  to 
Mr.  Cave,  which  be  ha*  preserved  in  the  '*  Life  of  Savage."    N. 

f  -**  The  tender  gaoler,"  to  whose  "  hyinaDity"  IDXf  Johnson  bofe  "  piib|ie 
attcstatio'*."    N. 
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before  the  judges  of  the  King*s  Bench,  in  Open  court  I 
&m  sure  he  used  her  very  kindly  here  to  the  very  last.  The 
news-papers  never  mention  her,  and  we  have  heard  nothing 
of  her  since  her  commitment  there.  Let  me  know  if  yoa 
bear  any  thing  concerning  her.  She  was  always  obliging  to 
me,  and  I  heartily  wish  her  life  safe.  You  may  venture 
to  call  on  her  on  a  Sunday,  and  remember  me  to  her 
kindly. 

As  for  Mr.  Wever's  affair,  what  he  desired  ydu  to  do, 
was  done  for  him  by  Mr.  Dagge  when  in  London.  Mr. 
Nash*  (though  I  wrote  to  him  since)  has  never  once  wrote 
or  sent  to  me. 

I  received  a  letter  from  my  sisterf,  and  one  from  my  niecef, 
the  very  post  after  my  writing  to  you.  My  sisters  I  answered 
in  a  long  letter  of  three  sides  df  paper.  I  am  amazed  at  not 
hearing  from  you  that  ^be  has  received  my  answer:  surely 
Mr.  Pyne  would  not  dare  to  intercept  it.  1  take  it  very  kind 
that  you  called  on  her.  I  directed  mine  to  her  exactly  ac- 
cording to  her  own  direction ;  and  would  not,  on  any  consi- 
deration,  it  should  miscany- 

iMr,  Crozier  is  dead,  and  his  widow  will  not  renew  her  ac- 
tion against  me.     As  for  Madam '  Wolf  BitchJ,  the  African 
monster,  Mr.  Dagge,  unknown  to  me,  oflered  her,  before 
be  went  to  London,  three  guineas  to  release  me.     She  asked 
time  to  consider  of  it ;  and,  at  his  return  to  Bristol,  sent 
him  word,  that  she  was  determined  to  keep  me  in  confine- 
ment a  twelvemonth :    however,  she  will  soon  be  perhaps 
sick  of  her  resolution.     Through  Mr.  Ward's  means,  I  was 
last  court-day  but  one  sent  for  up  by  habeas  corpus  to  the 
Guildhall,  where  a  rule,  on  my  appearance  there,  was  en- 
tered, to  force  her  to  proceed  to  execution ;  which  if  she 
does  not  by  the  next  court-day,  her  action  will  be  superr 
seded;  and  if  she  does,  then  Madam  Wolf  Bitch  must  al- 
low the  two  shillings  and  four^pence  per  week§.    However, 
as  I  was  standing  at  our  door  in  the  street  (which  I  am  al- 
lowed to  do  alone  lyhenever  I  please,)  who  should  be  passing 
by  ope  evening  but  Mr.  Becket  ?  He  was  reduced  so  thin  by  a 
fever,  which  las<:ed  him  ten  weeks,  that  I  scarce  knew  him.  In 


*  Beau  Nash  gave  him  five  guineas  when  first  taken  into  custo<1y,  and 
promised  to  promote  a  subscription  for  him  at  Bath  with  all  his  interest.     N. 

f  Who  aD(|  what  were  this  sister  and  niepe  of  Savage?     N. 

X  He  was  arrested  for  eight  pounds  at  the  suit  of  ^  Mrs.  Read,  who  kept  a 
poffec-housc.     N. 

§  This  confirms  what  we  arf%  told  by  Or.  Johnson,  that ''  he  took  care  to 
enter  his  name  according  to  the  forms  of  the  court,  tnat  the  creditor  might  be 
fbli^e^  to  m^ke  him  ^ome  allpwance^  if  he  was  contini^^d  a  prisoner.''    N^ 
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1  •  •  ' 

he  came,  and  we  drank  in  Mr.  Daggers  parlour  one  negus  and 

two  pints  of  wine.  He  told  me,  the  city  were  highly  exaspe- 
rated at  Illy  Satire*,  and  that  some  of  the  merchants  would,  by 
way  of  revenge,  subscribe  the  two  and  four-^pencetot^onfiiie 
me  still.  -But  this  I  looked  on  as  bravado,  and  trqated  it  with 
contempt.  One  day  last  week  Mr.  Dagge,  finding  me  at 
the  door,  asked  me  to  take  a  walk  with  him,  which  I  did  a 
inile  beyond  Baptist  Mill,  in  Gloucestershire;  where,  at  a 

Sublic-house,  be  treated  me  with  ale  and  toddy.     Baptist 
I  ill  is  the  pleasantest  walk  near  this  city.     Ifoundfthe 
smell  of  the  new-mown  hay  very  sweet,  and  every  breeze 
was  reviving  to  my  spirits.     1  had  forgot,  when  I  mentioned 
Crozier,  to  tell  you,  that,  when  he  was  alive,  Mr.   Dagge 
offered   him   to   take    the  note   he    charged  me. with,    in 
lieu  of  a  debt  which  Crozier  owed  him,  in  order  that  the 
said    Crozier    might    have    been  no   bar  to   my  release, 
had  Madam  Wolf  Bitch  been  pleased  to*  consent  to  it  as  far 
as  it  related  to  her  ladyship.    This  Mr.  Dagge  offered  of  his 
own  accord,  which  made  it  still  a  more  generous  action. 
When  I  appeared  at  the  Guildhall,  the  court  paid  me  great 
deference  and  respect.     Is  the  devil  always  to  possess  that 
"worthless  fellow  Saunders  ?  can  he  never  open  his  mouth  in 
conversation,  but  out  of  it  must  issue  a  lie  ?  can  he  never 
set  to  writing  a  letter,  but  immediately  a  lie  must  drop 
from  his  pen  upon  the  paper?  I  have  a  copy  of  what  I  wrote 
to  him,  taken  by  Mr.  Weaver;  and  I  shewed  the  original 
to  the  two  reverend  gentlemen,  Mr.  Price  and  Mr.  Davies, 
before  I  sent  it,   who  can  all  three  attest  that  I  have  not 
mentioned  you  as  my  author  for  one  of  those  facts  for  which 
the  dog  says- 1  have   mentioned  3^ou.     As  foT  the  impudent 
manner  in  which  he  says  I  wrote  to  him^  those  words  shall 
cost  him  dear,  imless  he  retracts  them,  and  asks  my  pardon 
nnder  his  own  hand-writing.  He  sent  me  an  answer  to  mine, 
stuffed  with  prevarication,  poor  weak  reasoning,  and  false 
facts ;  beginning  in  the  haughty  style  of  an  emperor,  and 
ending  in  the  lowTawning,  fearful  air  of  a  spaniel.     I  intend 
very  shortly  to  expose  him  in  print,  as  he  deserves,  and » 
paste  him  up  at  the  Tolzey,  as  he  has  done  Mr.  Hooke  be- 
fore ;  and  I  shall  let  him   know   by  a  message  he  may  de- 
pend upon  this,  unless  he  pays  you  the  Jiote  he  ow6s  you, 
with  legal  interest  and  asks  of  me  forgiveness. 

Mr.  Davies  is  frequently  here.     Mr.  Price  visits  me  in  a 
friendly  manner,  and  not  long  ago  sent  me  a  present  of 
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four  pint-bottles  of  excellent  rum,  and  two  of  as  fine  shrub, 
for  punch.     I  am  sincerely  your  well-wisher  and  servant, 

R.  Savage. 

P.  S.  For  God's  sake,  call  on  my  dear  sister,  and  let  her  ^ 
know  the  state  of  my  affairs. 

R.  Savage- 

/letter  II. 

To  Mr.  Strong,  at  the  Post- Office. 

Juyie  21,  1743,- 

I  SENT  your  letter  to  Mrs.  Dowding  by  Mr.  Barret,  who 
says  he  delivered  it  safe.     Saiunders  has   published  another 
Dialogue  in  Mr.  Cave's  Magazine  for  last  month,  and  it  is  a 
most  wretched  performance.     When  he  attempts  poetry 
widiout  as3isiaDce,  he  exposes  himself  more  thali  any  ene- 
my can  expose  him.     Pray  mention  not  Newgate  on  the  di- 
rection af  any  letter  to  me ;  there  is  no  occasion  for  it,  and 
itmay  hurt  me.     Pray  tell  my  sister  the  same,  and  desire 
kr  only  to  put  Bristol  in  her  direction ;  and,  to  avoid  mis- 
carriages, let  her  (v^hich  she  never  does)  add  my  christian- 
Dame  to  my  sur-name.     I  wrote  to  my  niece  this  post. 

I  was  yesterday,  in  the  afternoon,  out  upon  a  field-walk 
again  with  Mr.  Dagge,  and  we  also  regaled  ourselves  at  a 
public-house  in  the  city.     ^ 

Pray  lose  not  a  post  in  letting  me  know  whether  the  judges 
have  decided  Mrs.  Harris's  case;  and  if  so,  how  it  is  de- 
termined. It  will  oblige  Mr.  Da^ge,  who,  with  Mrs» 
Dagge  and  Mortimer,  desire  to  be  remembered  to  you. 

1  broke  this  letter  open  since  it  was  first  sealed  in  order 
to  write  this  Postscript.     Pray  call  on  my  sister. 

I  cannot  but  smile  at  Saunders — he  calls  you  '^poor  crea- 
ture!" he  stole  that  very  expression  out  of  my  letter  to 
tiro,  where,  with  great  propriety,  it  was  applied  to  himseUl, 

1787,  Dec.  ,         .       R.  Savage. 


^XIV.  From  Thomas  Hearne  to  Lord  Harley  on  the  Alexandrian 

MS,  of  the  New  Testament. 

Mr.  Urban,         ,      „  N(yv.,  26.' 

IT  afforded  me  great  pleasure,  upon  looking  over  some 
WSS.inthe  British  Muse-um,  to  iind,  among  a  collection 
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of 'letters  from  Mr.  Hearne  to  Edward  Lord  Harley,  dii^ 
which  I  could  not.  help  particulariy  noticing.  It  contains  an 
anticipated  encomium  on  the  truly  learned  Dr.  Woide,  to 
whom  the  Republic  of  Letters  is  so  justly  indebted,  for 
his  laborious  undertaking— of  publishing  a  fac-simile  of  the 
famous  Alexandrian  Manuscript. — I  trust  his  reward  has 
been  more  than  adequate  to  his  labours, — for  empty  honours 
are  of  poor  avail. — The  encomium,  however  just,  might  ap- 
pear indelicate,  did  it  not  appear  in  the  writing  of  a 
stranger,  as  well  as  having  been  written  very  nearly  seventy 
jrears  siiice. 

MSS.  Harl  1757,  fol  H.  ^ 
"  My  Lord,  '      Oxoiiy  Jan.  3,  1715-1^. 


« 


y 


Upon  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship*s  very  kind  letter  of 
the  27th.  of  last  month,  I  waited  upon  Dr.  Stratford,  who 
hath  undertaken  the  trouble  of  returning  me  the  five 
guineas,  after  he  hath  seen  your  Lordship  at  London.  la 
the  mean  time  I  renew  my  thanks  for  .this  designed  present, 
and  for  your  Lordship's  generous  offer  of  the  use  of  any 
MSS.  that  are  to  be  met  with  in  your  own  collection.  I 
was  never  yet  in  London  ;  but,  if  I  should  happen  to  come 
thither,  I  should  take  the  opportunity  of  noting  down  what- 
ever curious  MSS.  (particularly  such  as  concern  our  own 
history  and  antiquities)  I  should  find,  that  are  not  to  be  met 
with  in  this  place.  I  shall  be  very  glad  if  I  can  satisfy  any 
query  of  your  Lordship's.  I  have  no  copy  of  the  better  pa- 
per of  Leland's  Itinerary.  That  which  I  designed  to  keep 
for  myself,  was  long  since  disposed  of  by  me  to  Sir  Thomas 
Sebright.  'Tis  a  great  satisfaction  to  me,  that  your  Lordship 
is  pleased  with  my  edition  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  I 
wish  we  had  more  of  the  old  version  besides  that  which  is 
published  with  this  edition.  'Twould  be  a  great  piece  of 
service  to  the  public,  if  the  Alexandrian  MS.  were  printed 
in  the  same  manner;  that  is,  letter  for  letter,  as  it  is  writ- 
ten, without  any  alteration.  Improvements  might  be  made 
afterwards,  either  by  the  publisher,  or  by  other  learned 
men.  'Tis  pity  Dr.  Grabe  had  not  taken  this  method ;  he 
might  have  finished  the  work  before  he  died.  There  is  as 
much  reason  for  printing  MSS.  in  capital  letters  (provided 
they  are  written  in  such  characters,)  as  there  is  for  printing 
inscriptions  in  that  manner.  The  only  objection  I  can  see 
is,  that  the  exact  bigness  and  figure  of  the  letters  cannot 
be  retained,  unless  letters  be  cast  on  purpose.  But  the 
same  may  be  also  offered  with  respect  to  inscriptions.    Tis 
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safficient  that  a  specimen  of  the  letter  is  given  at  the  be- 
ginning, the  make  of  the  letters  in  these  MSS.  seldom  or 
never  varying;  at  least  the  variations  are  not  momentous.  I 
wish  your  Liirdship  many  happy  new  years;  and  am,  my 
Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obliged,  humble  servant, 

Tho.  Hearne." 

<«  For  the  Rt.  Honble.  the  Lord  Hurley,  at  Wimple^ 
near  Cambridge" 

1787,  Dec. 


LXV.  David  Hume* /to  Sir  John  Pringle,  M.  D.  on  the  Pretender's 

*  being  in  London. 

SL  Andrew* $  Squarey  Edinburgh,  Feb.  10,.  1773. 
My  Dear  Sia, 

That  the  present  Pretender  was  in  London  in  the  year 
1753,  I  know  with  the  greatest  certainty,  because  I  had  it 
from  Lord  Marechal,  who  said  it  consisted  with  his  certain 
knowledge. — ^Two  or  three  days  after  his  lordship  gave  me 
this  information,  Le  told  me,  that  the  evening  before  he  had 
learned  several  curious  particulars  from  a  lady  (who  I  ima- 
gined to  be  Lady  Primrose,)  though  my  lord   refused  to 
name  her.  The  Pretender  came  to  her  house  in  the  even- 
ing, without  giving  her  any  preparatory  information,  and 
entered  the  room  when  she   had  a  pretty  large   company 
with  her,  and   was  herself  playing  at  cards.     He  was  an- 
nounced by  the  servant  under  another  name :  she  thought 
the  cards   would  have  dropped  from  her  hands  on  seemg 
him;  but  she  had  presence  enough  of  mind  to  call  him  by 
the  nartie  he  assumed,  to  :isk  him  when  he  came  to  England,  , 
and  bow  long  he  intended  to  stay  there.     After  he  and  all 
the  company  »vent  away,  the  servants  remarked  how  won- 
derfully like  the  strange  gentleman  was  to.the  prince's  pic- 
ture which  hung  on  the  chimney-piece  in  the  very  room  in 
which  he  entered. — My  lord  added  (I  think  from  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same  lady,)  that  he  used  so  little  precaution,  that 
he  went  abroad  openly  in  day-light  in  his  own  dress,  only 
laying  aside  his  blue  ribband  and  star ;  walked  once  through 
St.  James's,  and  took  a  turn  in  the  Mall. 

About  five  years  ago,  I  told  this  story  to  Lord  Holder- 
ftess,  who  was'Sccretary  of  State  in  the  year  1753;  arid  I 
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addedj  that  I  supposed  this  piece  of  intelligence  had  at 
that  time  escaped  his  lordship.  By  no  means,  said. he;  and 
who  do  you  think  first  told  it  me  ?  It  was  the  king  himself; 
ivho  subjoined,  "  And  what  do  you  think,  my  Lord,  I  should 
do  with  him  ?"  Lord  Holderness  owned  that  he  was  puzzled 
how  to  reply,  for  if  he  declared  his  real  sentiments,  they  might 
favour  of  indifference  to  the  royal'  family*  The  king,  per- 
ceived his  embarrassment,  and  extricated  him  from  it 
by  addinor,  '^  My  Lord,  1  shall  just  do  nothing  at  all;  and 
when  he  is  tired  of  England,  he  will  go  abroad  again." — I 
think  this  story,  for  the  honour  of  the  late  king,  ought  to  be 
more  generally  known. 

But*  what  will  surprise  you  more.  Lord  Marechal,  a  fevv 
days  after  the  coronation  of  the  present  kinff,  told  me  that 
he  believed  the  young  Pretender  was^at  that  time  in  London, 
or  at  least  had  been  so  very  lately,  and  had  come  over  to 
see  the  shew  of  the  coronation,  and  had  actually  seen  it.  I 
asked  my  lord  the  reason  for  this  strange  fact.  Why,  say^ 
he,  a  gentleman  told  me  so  that  saw  him  there,  and  that  he 
even  spoke  to  him,  and  whispered  in  his  ears  these  words: 
**  Your  Royal  Highness  is  the  last,  of  all  mortals  whom  I 
should  expect  to  see  here.'!  *'  It  was  curiosity  that  led  me,'* 
said  the  other;  "but  1  assure  you,*'  added  he,  "that  the 
person  who  is  the  object  of  all  this  pomp  and  magnificence, 
is  the  man  I  envy  the  least."  You  see  this  story  is  so  near* 
traced  from  the  fountain-head,  as  to  wear  a  great  face  of 
probability.  Query,  what  if  the  Pretender  had  taken  up 
Dymock's  gauntlet? 

I  find  that  the  Pretender's  visit  in  England  in  the  year 
1753,  was  known  to  all  the  Jacobites ;  and  some  of  theni 
have  assXired  me,  that  he  took  the  opportunity  of  formally 
renouncing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  under  his  owa 
name  of  Ciiarles  Stuart,  in  the  New  Church  in  the  Strand  ! 
and  that  this  is  the  reason  of  the  bad  treatment  he  met  witji 
lat  the  court  of  Rome.  1  own  that  I  am  a  sceptic  with  regard 
to  the  last  particulars. 

Lord  Marechal  had  a  very  bad  opinion  of  this  unfortunate 
prince,  and  thought  there  was  no  vice  so  mean  or  atrocious 
of  which  he  was  not  capable;  of  which  he  gave  me  several 
instances. — My  lord,  though  a  man  of  great  honour,  may  be 
thought  a  discontented  courtier;  but  what  quite  confirmed 
me  in  that  idea  of  that  prince,  was  a  conversation  I  had 
with  Helvetius  at  Paris,  which  I  believe  I  have  told  you. 
In  case  1  have  not,  I  shall  mention  a  few  particulars.  That 
gentleman  told  me  that  he  had  no  acquaintance  with  the 
Pretender;  but  some  time  after  that  prince  waschaced  out 
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6f  France,  a  letter,  said  he,  was  brought  me  from  him,  in 
which  he  told  me,  that  the  necessity  of  his  affairs  obliged 
him  to  be  at  Paris,  and  as  he  knew  me  by  character  to  be  a 
man  of  the  groatest  probity  and  honour  in  France,  he  would 
trust  hinsself^to  me  if  1  would  promise  to  conceal  and  pro- 
tect him.  I  own,  ad<led  Helvetius  to  me,  although  I  knew 
the  dangei*  to  be  greater  of  harl)ouring  him  at  Paris  than  at 
London;  and  although  I  thought  tlie  family  of  Hanover 
not  only  the  lawful  sovereigns  in  England,  but  the  Only 
lawful  sovereigns  in  Europe,  as  having  the  free  consent 
of  the  people;  yet  was  I  such  a  dupe  to  his  flattery,  that  I 
invited  him  to  my  house,  concealed  him  there,  going  and 
comings  near  two  years j  had  all  his  correspondence  pass 
through  my  hands,  met  with  his  partizans  upon  Pont  Neuf, 
and  found  at  last  that  I  had  incurred  all  this  danger  ard 
trouble  for  the  most  unworthy  of  all  mortals;  insomuch  that 
I  have  beeri  assured,  when  he  went  down  to  Nantz  to  em- 
bark on  his  expedition  to  Scotland,  he  took  fright,  and  re- 
fused to  go  Oil  board;  and'  his  attendants,  thinking  the  nuit- 
tergone  too  far,  and  that  they  would  be  affronted  for  hiy 
feowardice,  carried  him  in  the  night-time  into  the  ship, 
pieds  et  mains  lies.  1  asked  him^  if  he  meant  literally.  Yes, 
said  he,  literally :  they  tied  him,  and  carried  him  by  main 
force*     What  think  you  now  of  this  hero  and  conqueror? 

Both  Lord  Marechal  arid  Helvetius  agree,  that  with  all 
this  strange  character,  he  was  no  bigot,  but  rather  had 
learned  from  the  philosophers  at  Paris  to  affect  ^a  contempt 
of  all  religion.  You  must  know  that  both  these  persons 
thought  they  were  ascribing  to  him  an  excellent  quality. 
Indeed  both  of  them  used  to  laugh  at  me  for  my  narrow 
way  of  thinking  in  those  particulars.  However  my  de^r 
Sir  John,  I  hope  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  acquit  me. 

I  doiibt  not  but  these  circumstances  will  appear  curious 
to  Lord  iHardwicke,  to  whom  you  will  please  tb  present  my 
respects.  I  suppose  his  lordship  will  think  this  unaccount- 
able mixture  of  temerity  and  timidity  in  the  same  character 
Jiot  a  little  siuffular. 


I  am  yours  very  sincerely, 


1783,  Mojtj. 
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LXVL  The  Rev.  Dr.  Free  to  Archbishop  Moore. 
My  Lord,  Feb.  9,  17SS. 

* 

I  BEG  leave  to  present  your  grace  with  the  fourth  edition 
of  my  H*«^ory  of  the  English  Tongue5  begun  by  the  per- 
mission of  his  Royal  Highness  Frederick  Prince  of  Wales, 
for  the  use  of  his  eldest  son,  now  King  George  the  Third, 
which  honour  was  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Drax,  Se- 
cretary to  his  Royal  Highness*;  but  the  prince  dying  before 
it  was  printed,  I  missed  of  my  reward,  and  with  it  my  fu- 
ture hopes  of  preferment. 

For  though  4ore  could  not  be  in  my  station  a  better  sub- 
ject, to  one  of  the  best  of  princes  King  George  the  Second, 
as  your  grace -will  see  by  the  papers  which  accompany  this 
book;  yet  I  found  my  services  overlooked,  or  obstructed, 
by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  and  his  adherents: — Of  this  I  was 
convinced  once  for  all,  by  the  unsuccessful  application  of  a 
great  man  abroad,  who  was  miuch  a  favourite  of  King  George 
the  Second,  and  chancellor  of  his  University  of  Gottingen, 
Baron  Mosheim,  with  whom  I  kept  a  Latin  correspondence, 
and  who,  out  of  friendship,  immediately  took  a  journey 
from  Gottingen  to  Hanover,  where  the  king  was  at  that  time, 
to  solicit  a  prebend  of  Bristol  for  me,  which  was  then  va- 
cant; but  meetfng  there  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  he  wa3^ 
told  that  '}i,  was  disposed  of. 

During  the  administration  of  my  Lord  Bute,  I  presented 
my  petition  to  the  king,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this 
book;  by  which  your  grace  will  see,  that  by  some  misre- 
presentation I  was  again  disappointed. 

My  dependencies  upon  churchmen,  were  altogether  as 
delusive  as  those  whicli  were  founded  upon  the  tavour  of 
ministers  of  state.  I  have  been  connected  with  three  bi- 
shops as  my  diocesans,  esteemed  by  them  all,  but  never 
preferred  by  any. 

The  first  was  Bishop  Peploe,  when  I  was  Vicar  of  Run- 
corn in  Cheshire:  his  politics  aiKi  mine  agreed.  I  associ- 
ated with  him  in  the  rebellion,  for  the  defence  of  the  king 
and  royal  family;  but,  having  relations,  he  could  not 
gratify  me  with  a  prebend  of  Chester,  the  height  of  my 
request.  Upon  my-  return  from  Cheshire  to  Oxford,  the 
rebels  were  advanced  as  far  as  Derby,  when  I  preached  at 
St.  Mary's,  the  famous  5th.  of  November,  a  sermon,  which 
procured  tiie  curses  of  the  other  party,  who  abused  me  in 
every  Jacobite  paper  through  England;  and  the  then  minis- 
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^f)  through  fear  of  displeasing  them,  consented  to  such  a 
sacrifice;  rubbed  of  my  pupils  by  the  party,  I  left  the 
University,  and  went  to  teach  school  in  Southwark. 

Here  f  had  hopes  at  this  time  from  Dr.  Willes  of  Bath 
and  Wells,  the  second  bishop  under  whom  I  served: — His 
name  appears  amongst  my  father's  friencjs,  who  was  a  suf- 
ferer for  the  royal  cause,  in  the  rebellion  of  the  year  1715, 
as  may  be  seen  in  my  petition  to  the  king.  Dr.  Willes  was 
under  promise  of  providing  for  me,  which  was  made  to  the 
warden  and  fellows  of  Merton  College  in  Oxford,  where  I 
was  disappointed  of  a  fellowship,  to  make  room  for  one  of 
his  friends.  Being  remorexl  from  Runcorn  in  Cheshire,  ta 
East  Coker,  a  vicarage  of  the  same  mean  value,  which  was 
in  his  diocese — every  body  imagined  that  I  should  be  a  pre- 
bendary of  Wells  and  so  forth;  but  the  bishop  died  before 
he  could  provide  for  me.  The  third  diocesan  is  the  present 
bishop  of  that  see  [Dr.  Moss,]  a  very  worthy  gentleman, 
with  whom  I  have  lived  upon  very  good-terms;  but  places 
in  his  cathedral  would  be  too  long  to  expect,  and  the  charge 
of  a  parish  I  would  riot  now  undertake. 

For,  during  these  periods,  1  am  advancing  to  the  age  of 
77  years ;  had  been  a  public  preacher,  at  the  time  I  left  the 
pulpit,  54  years ;  a  doctor  in  divinity  44,  without  any  share 
of  preferment  fi-om  the  patronage  or  patrimony  of  the 
church,  but  a  vicarage  about  70l.  the  year,  to  struggle  with 
the  world  and  bring  up  a  family : — Reduced  by  this'  situa- 
tion, I  am  obliged  to  the  charity  of  the  laity  to  make  up 
deficiencies.  Ei)ieritus  Miles  Etch  sire  Jnghcana^  a  worn- 
out  invalid,  who  has  served  in  .54  campaigns,  and  finds 
himself  in  a  worse  situation  than  a  Chelsea  pensioner;  for 
they  are  supported  by  the  military  establishment,  whilst  a 
clergj'man,  whose  writings,  preaching,  and  behaviour,  have 
been  irreproachable,  is  turned  over  to  another  profession — 
toask  for  bread. 

While  I  am  giving  this  detail,  my  lord,  I  would  not  have 
it  thought,  though  it  looks  suspicious,  that  I  am  applying  to 
your  grace  for  your  personal  charity  for  my  subsistence. — No  ; 
it  is  tne  church  that  I  demand  it  of: — ^These  are  the  v^i^^jLure^ 
Xf«r»,  which,  by  St.  Paul's  leave,  I  ctioose'to  construe  the 
arrears  of  the  church,  which  I  demand  for  the  loss  of  my  time 
and  labour,  to  be  brought  to  an  account,  and  see  it  settled 
before  I  go  hence.  1  beg  leave  to  deposit  these  demands  in 
your  grace's  hands,  not  doubting  but,  when  you  have 
power  and  opportunity,  your  grace  will  do  me  justice. 

In  the  late  scramble  for  preferment,  I  had  thoughts  once 
more  of  applying  to  the  minister,    in  the  throng  of  the 
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clergy  attending  his  levee  as  minister  for  church  and  state, 
that  while  the  rest  were  striyin'g  to  gratify  that  ambition,  I 
ixiiorht  meet  with  ^  some  of  the  fragments  of  the  loaves  and 
fishes  ;  for  there  were  many  to  be  fed  ;  but  then  it  occurred, 
that  1  might  not  be  quick  enoug+i;  being  old,  the  young 
ones  would  out- run  me,  or  I  might  be  thrown  down  in  the 
scuffle.  This  shewed  that  on  such  an  occasion  I  ouaht  to 
have  aiY  advocate  more  powerful  than  my«elf. 

But  where  should  I  find  a  person  in  power  of  that  affa- 
bility and  freedom  of  access,  to  receive  a  petition  from  the 
disappointed;' of  that  humanity,  as  wellfrona  their  dispo- 
sition as  from  experience,  to  pity  their  sufferings ;  of  that 
activity  in  their  high  station  to  endeavour  their  relief;  of 
that  compass  of  thought  as  a  politician,  to  look  upon  it  as  a 
bad  symptom  in  a  state  to  see  a  good  subject  distressed  in 
and  by  the  communhy,  which'  he  all  his  life-time  faithfully 
served,  and  moved  thereby  from  the  loiFO  and  credit  of  his 
country  to  seek  for  their  redi'ess  ? 

Upon  reflection,  I  could  not  find  another  person  of  high 
rank  with  whose  character  this  description  so  well  agrees  as 
with  that  of  his  Grace  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterburj; 
and  from  this  persuasion,  I  make  bold  to  beg  the  favour  of 
your  grace  to  be  my  advocate,  and  represent  my  case  to 
M^.  Pitt,  who  is  generally  w»eli  spoken  of  for  his  good  dis- 
position, and  whose  sentiments  may  be  the  same  with  your 
own.  His  father,  Lord  Chatham,  professed  an  esteem  for 
iiie:  I  have  received, compliments  from  Hayes  on, account  of 
fiome  of  my  works  which  he  approved ;  and  that  he  regarded 
my  politics,  I  have  an  evident  prpof  from  his  adopting  rny 
plan  of  invading  Nornxandy,  first  published  in  the  58th. 
Monitor,  Saturday,  September  1756,  which  paper  is  luck- 
ily preserved,  notwithstanding  the  violent  removal  of  my 
writings,  and  is  requested  to  be  returned  when  seen  by  Mr. 
Pitt ;  for  this  descent  upon  Normandy,  was  followed  by  the 
reduction  of  Cherburg,  and  the  conquest  of  Bellisle,  which 
if  not  given  up  at  the  peace,  would  have  been  of  the  same 
advantage  to  England,  as  the  possession  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight  would  be  to  France, 

These  are  some  of  the  services  I  have  rendered  my 
country^  both  in  church  and  state,  for  which  I  do  not  ex- 
pect at  this  time  such  a  reward  as  my  long  residence  in  the 
University,  and  theexpences  of  my  four  degrees,  might  in 
equity  and  ancient  custom  require, , because  of  liite  those 
emoluments  have  gone  to  people  o^  another  stamp,  who 
have  never  seen  an  University;  but  as  matters  now  .stand, 
and  for  present  iise^.  tliat  Mr.  Pitt  would  be  so  good  as  ta 
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gire  me  a  sir.all  pension  to  enable  me  to  buy  my  own  bread 
as  1  used  to  do,  and,  that  I  may  not  be  altogether  another 
Aristides,   to  provide  me  a  coffin  when  I  make  my  exit. 

I  am,  my  Lord  &c. 

[To  this  his   grace  said,  that  it  was  a  melancholy  thing' 
for  a  person  who  had  been  so  long  in  the  profession,  and 
so  active  in  it,  to  have  his  bread  to  seek  at  this  time;  and 
that  he  would  represent  the  case  to  Mr.  Pitt.     His  grace  af« 
terrtards  did  him  signal  service.] 

1788,  Mai/. 


LXVII.  The  Eev.  S.  Pegge  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Hope,  Minister  of 
All  Saints,  Derby,  relative  to  the  subscription  for  the  reparation, 
&c.  (^  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Lichfield. 

Dear  Sir,  fVhittingtony  May  10. 

As  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Lichfield  are  at  this  time 
promoting  a  subscription  throughout  the  diocese  of  Lich- 
^eltl  and  Coventry,  with  the  approbation  and  good 
wshes  of  the  Honourable  and  Right  Reverend  the  Bi- 
shop, for  the  purpose  of  making  certain  repairs,  alterations^ 
decorations,  and  improvements,  in  the  Cathedral  of  Lich- 
field, it  may  not  be  improper  to  inquire  into  the  ground  and 
foundation  of  such  their  application,  and  to  shew,\  in  few 
^ords,  that  it  is  a  requisition  neither  unreasonable  nor 
novel 

The  fabric  of  this  Cathedral,  Sir,  is  ancient  and  elegant, 
inferior  to  very  few  in  this  kingdom;  but,  by  length  of  tmie, 
and  through  th'e  inability  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  who  have 
but  a  scanty  fund  for  its  support,  is  grown  much  out  of 
order,  and  in  some  parts  ruinous.  One  material  inconveni- 
ence, to  mention  no  others,  nor  the  want  of  a  general  repair^ 
attends  it,  which  is,  that  the  congregation,  by  reason  of  the 
smallness  and  incommodiousness  of  the  choir,  are  obliged 
to  remove,  whenever  there  is  a  sermon,  into  the  nave  or 
body  of  the  church ;  a  circumstance  very  awkward,  disa^ 
greeable,  and  troublesome. 

The  Dean  and  Chapter,.  Sir,  have  no  fund,  as  was  ob- 
served, adequate  even  to  the  common  and  necessary  repara- 
tion of  their  Cathedral,  and  much  less  compete  nt  for  undertak- 
ing a  work  of  such  magnitude  as  that  now  intended,  which, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  James  Wyatt,  the  Archi* 
to,  amounts  to  the  3uw  of  59501.  and  upwards, 
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Now,    Sir,    in  regard  to  the  step  which   the  Dean  and 
Chapter  are  taking,  of  soliciting  donations  from  the  Clergy 
and  Laity  of  the  Diocese,  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  aid 
and  assistance  towards  accomplishing  the  arduous,  and  ne- 
cessary, ^and   honourable  enterprise,    it  may  be  observed, 
that  at  the  foundation  of  this  Cathedral  in  the  middle  of 
the  seventh  century,  the  Cathedral  was  esteemed  to  be  the 
Mother  Church  of  the  whole  Diocese,  and  that  the  Parochial 
Churches  were   altogether  dependent  upon   it;    that   the 
Clergy,  who  tnen  resided  with  the  Bishop,  issued  from  the 
Cathedral  to  serve  and  officiate  at  the  several  Churches  in 
the  Diocese,  and  that  the  Diocese  for  that  reason  was  com- 
monly called  Parochiuj  as  if  the  few  Parish  Churches  exist-* 
ing  in  those  times  were  to  be  considered  as  but  so  many 
Chapels  of  Ease  to  the  CathedraJ.     Hence  it  came  to  pass, 
that,  for  many  ages  after,  the  country  congregations  made 
annual    processions  to  the  Cathedral  as  to  their  Mother 
Church,  that  the  Parochial  Clergy  fetched  the  Chrism  from 
thence,  and  that  their  parishioners  made  a»yearly  payment  to 
the  Cathedral  for  the  sustentation  and  maintenance  there- 
of; this  went  under  the  name  of  Pentecostals,  or  JVhiisun 
Farthings^  because  usually  paid  at  that  season  of  the  year^ 
and,  in  the   case  of  Lichfield  in  particular,   was    termed 
Chad'PennieSy  or  iChad- Farthings  y  the-Cathedral  there  be- 
ing dedicated  to  St.  Chad,  and  put  under  his  more  imme- 
diate patronage  and  protection. 

.    This  payment  of  Pentccostals,  Sir,  or  Chad^FarthingSy 
the  Bishop,  John  Hacket,  probably  had  in  his  eye,  when, 
after  the  horrible  havock  and  devastation  committed  in  the 
Cathedral  of  Lichfield  by  the  Oliverians,  be,  at  the  Re- 
storation, sent  about  his  circular  letters  to  the  Clergy  and 
Gentlemen  of  his  Diocese,  to  beg  money  for  the  reparation, 
beautifying,  and  restoring-  of   his  Church   to  its  ^^ristine 
splendor.  These  letters  succeeded  admirably,  and  certainly 
are  a  fair  precedent  for  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Lichfield 
to  follow  in  the  present  eifeigence,  as  it  may  serve  to  con- 
vince every  one,  that  it  is  no  novel  or  unreasonable  mode 
of  raising  money  which  they  are  pursuing,  but  that  they 
may  have  the  example  and  sanction  of  former  times,  and 
consequently  Gentlemen  and  others  may  be  induced  by  it 
to  contribute  the  more  liberally. 

I  am,  Sir,  ^ 

Your  affectionate  brother, 
And  most  obedient  servant, 


17 88)  June. 


Samuel  Pegge. 


JLtliers  from  Mr.  Henderson  to  Dr.  Priestley.        167 

LXVIII.  Letters  from  Mr.  Henderson  to  Dr.  Priestley. 

Mr.  Urban,      .  April  \  3. 

As  one  of  your  correspondents  has  expressed  a  desire  of 
having  some  information  concerningthe  late  Mr.  Henderson's 
pretension  to  intercourse  with  spirits,  &c.  I  send  you  two 
of  his  letters  to  me,  which  are  curious  in  themselves,  and 
may  throw  some  light  on  the  sfubject.  They  will  likewise 
give  a  better  idea  of  the  man  than  any  thing  written  by  ano- 
ther person  concerning  him  can  do.  Also,  as  I  imagine  it 
is  generally  supposed  that  I  am  the  person  intended  by  the 
Doctor^  whom  the  writer  of  Mr.  Henderson's  life  represents 
as  believing  he  had  this  power,  the  reader  may  be  able  to 
judge  from  the  second  letter  of  the  probability  of  this  cir- 
cumstance. ^ 

When  I  lited  at  CaUie,  and  prescntlj-  after  the  publication 
of  uiy  Disquisitions  relating  to  Matter  and  Spirit,  I  received 
an  anonymous  letter  from  Bristol  about  some  intercourse 
with  spirits  ;  and  hearing  that  Miss  Hannah  More  had  said 
that  the  letter  probably  came  from  Mr.  Henderson,  I  wrote 
tohira  about  it;  and  as  the  letter  was  carried  bv  a  friend 
who  was  going  to  Oxford,  I  told  Mr.  Henderson,  that,  if  he 
could  call  up  any  spirit,  my  friend  was  willing  to  be  dispose<i 
of  as  he  should  think  proper  for  the  purpose.  In  what  man- 
ner I  expressed  myself  I  do  not  now  r^ecollect;  but  it  is 
evident  that  Mr.  Henderson  did  not  consider  4ue  as  very  cre- 
dulous on  the  subject. 

J.  Priestley, 

> 

"Sir,  Hanha7ny  Aug.  29,  1774. 

**I  HOPE  your  goodness  will  pardon  this  presumption  from 
a  stranger  unworthy  your  notice ;  and  likewise  my  not  frank- 
ing this  letter,  as  I  have  no  franks,  and  can  get  none.  If 
you  can  condescend  thus  much,  I  have  one  request  more, 
that  you  would  answer  me. 

*4  was  brought  up  with  some  prejudices  of  edueation, 
which  1  hope  I  have  now  got  over.  This  I  owe  in  no  small 
measure  to  the  candour  of  my  father,  who,  though  he  incul- 
cated his  own  principles  on  me,  left  me  to  my  own  judgment*. 
At  first  I  received  these  principles  without  he^sitation,  and 
soon  became  acquainted  with  the  best  arguments  fiir  them- 
I  had  no  opportunity  for  a  long  time  to  converse  with  judi- 
cious men  of  contrary  sentiments,  so  that  I  easily  vanquish* 
♦d  those  who  contradicted  me.    But  yet  my  mind  suggested 
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many  diflSculties  -which  1  could  not  solve.     Hence  I  began 
to  doubt.     Imparting  my  doubts  to  some  friends,  1  was  told 
there  vee  mysteries  in  Religion  ;  that  I  should  take  God's 
word  for  them,  and  pry  no  further.     This  sg,tisfied  me  for 
awhile,  but  not  long :  for  I  considered,  let  a  mystery  be 
tvhat  it  may,  God  would  not  deliver  absurdities.     Again,  it 
does  net  follpw  that  all  our  Bible  is  divine  because  sooie  is. 
And  if  a  y  part  of  our  Bible  contain  absurdities,  &g.  that 
part  is  noi  divine,     i  could  not  get  books  on  any  subject.  »I 
wanted  i;  struction  on  Predestuiation,  Rerpission  of  Sins, 
Assistance  of  the  Spirit,  Eternity  of  Hell  Torments,  and  var 
rious  other  points.     My  friends  could  not  satisfy  ine.     At 
length  I  surmounted  these  difficulties,  wading  through  maay 
doubts,  ai  d  little  less  than  infidelity.     I  now  believe  that 
the  prophecies  in  our  Bible  were  giyeii   by  God  ;  that  the 
Gospels  are  true ;  that  whatever  w^  believe  should  accorcj 
with  the  speeches  of  Christ  therein  recorded.    I  believe  the 
dortrine  of  original  sin  to  be  absurd.     I  believe  the  spirit  of 
Gqd  only  assists  our  apprehension.     I  believe  the  forcrknow-r 
ledge  of  God,  held  by  the'Arminians,  to  be  equal  to  the 
decree  of  God  held  by  the  Calvinists ;  that  they  are  botl^ 
wrong;  and  the  truth  is,  the  pains  of  hell  are  purgatory.' 
These  I  believe ;  and  have  reasons,  which  I  think  sub$tanr 
tlal,  for  them.  -  Many  things  I  yet  doubt  of;  among  these, 
are  the  Trinity  and  the  Mediation  of  Christ. 

*^  I  am  in  such  a  state  of  mind  as  to  be  shocked  at  no  as- 
l^ertion^  and  to  submit  to  any  argument  which  I  cannot  an- 
swer. 

"  I  beg  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  assist  me  in  the  Me-^ 
diation  of  Christ :  for  I  own  I  do  not  like  the  doctrine  of  liis 
^eing  a  sacrifice  ;  yet  he  is  so  represented  by  Paul  and  John. 
And,  though  I  am  not  certain  of  the  iniallibility  oi  the 
Epistles,  yet  I  do  not  chuse  to  contradict  them,  lest  they 
may  be  true.  ,  .  ^      . 

f  *  John  Henderson. 

f'P.  S.  Ptease  to  direct  for  me  at  Mr.  Wait's,  grocer,  in 
Castle-street,  Bristol." 

LETTER  II. 

*f  I  HOPB  you  will  not  take  it  ill,  when  he  informs  you 
|hat  I  have  not  seen  your  friend.  1  was  from  my  rooms  (for 
a  few  hours)  when  he  came  to  seek  me.  I  staid  at  home  all 
the  following  day,  but  found  no  more  (rf  him.     Ha,d  I  knovvtt 
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Inhere  he  lodged  in  Oxford,  I  should  have  visited  hirn.  Exr 
cuse  ine  then  that  I  must  take  the  other  communication  you 
proposed,  and  send  this  hy  post.  * 

^'  Of  the  anonymous  letter  from  Bristol,  which  you  men- 
tion, I  know  nothing.  It  was,  probably,  written  by  some  one, 
I  hope  well-meaning,  who  wished  to  check  your  philosophic 
Disquisitions  qf  Matter  and  Spirit.  That  such  information 
should  excite  the  curiosity,  especially  of  one  so  incredulous, 
I  cannot  wonder.  But  such  curiosity  I  neither  blame  nor 
neglect.  ,     ' 

"That  I  may  satisfy  you,  I  will  tell  you,  1.  who  I  am  :  2. 
whether  I  believe  those  things  :  3.  wliether  1  be  willing  to 
demonstrate  their  truth  sensibly ;  4.  what  good  ground  that 
information  had. 

"  I.  As  to  myself,  I  shall  only  write  what  I  think  pertinent 
to  this  purpose.  I  had  a  small  school-education.  I  loved 
^•eading,  and  thought  from  my  earliest  yeavs.  Peculiarly  I 
was  attached  to  religious,  and,  thougii  at  (irsr  I  knew  not 
the  term,  metaphysic  studies.  These  (both  in  the  authors 
and  systems^  or  courses  of  learning),  having;  no  teacher, 
uieeting  with  none  but  such  as  slighted,  blamed,  pitied  my 
turn  of  thinking,  or  only  wondered  j;t  it — these  1  pursued 
not  regularly^  but  as  they  occurred  toa  boy  discountenanced, 
iiDinformed,  with  scattered  intervals  of  scanty  leisure,  and 
a  very  few,  unselect,  out-of-the-way  books.  As  one  thought 
introduces  another,  so  does  a  book.  Both  increased  to  me 
in  time.  •  So  did  some  kind  and  degree  of  seeming  know- 
ledge. Opinions  multiplied  and  varied  ;  but  doubts  exceed- 
ed. Sceptical  as  those  made  me,  they  did  me  good;  I.  in 
making  me  never  positive  ;  2.  nor  unwilling  to  change  ;  3. 
nor  a  despiser  of  those  who  thought  otherwise  than  I.  I 
Bientiou  my  being  very  doubtful,  the  rather  because  you 
will  agree  with  me,  that,  when  one  thinks  no  certainty  is  to 
be  found,  one  will  be  less  nice  in  assenting  to  insufficient, 
evidence.  Perhaps  I  am  an  instance.  I  have  nothing  to 
add  of  myself,  but  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  attention  to 
letters  of  mine  (some  years  ago,)  for  your  hints,  and  the 
books  yon  lent  and  gave  to  me.     Do  not  you  recollect  it  ? 

"II.  Do  I  believe  those  things }  \.\  have  no  reason  to 
think  them  absurd  or  impossible.  2.  They  are  commonly  as- 
serted in  all  ages ;  3.  and  gen^erally  believed.  4.  1  find  my- 
self more  at  ease  in  believing  them;  my  notions  are  suitable. 
Thence,  it  may  be  on  bad  proof,  I  assent  that  there  are  such 
things.  You  will  the  less  wonder  at  such  a  belief,  when  I 
add,  that  I  not  only  assent  to  spirits,  apparitions,  magic^ 
fuid  witchcr^ift^^  bii^  ^^^M  ^low  £ehmen'»  philosophy,  and 
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Swedenborg's  visions.  Yea,  I  denj^  hardly  any  thing  of 
that  sort.  So  you  will  perceive  that  I  eas^ily  believe,  and 
require  not  too  much  demonstration. 

**III.  Whether  I  be  willing  to  demonstrate  their  truth 
sensibly  ?  1.  I  do  not  know  that  1  can  give  any  ^uch  exhibi- 
tion. 2,  The  faith  itself  is  not  interesting,  norhavel^the 
least  wish  to  convince  any.  3.  My  conscience  is  not  clear 
that  such  acts  are  innocent.  4.  They  would  not  be,  at  least 
may  not,  demonstrations.  A  sensible  man,  when  I  had  as'ked, 
**  Would  you  be  convinced  if  I  shewed  you  a  spirit  ?*' an- 
swered, "No;  I  should  grant  any  thing  at  the  time,  bat  af- 
terward I  should  think  you  had  frighted  me  out  of  my  senses 
and  then  you  could  make  me  believe  any  nonsense.'* 

**  IV.  What  good  ground  had  that  information  ?  I  will  tell 
you- all  I  knovy..  I  have  asked  Miss  More.  She  says,  had 
Tou  asked  her,  she  would  have  told  you  that  she  knew  no- 
thino-  of  the  matter.  Many  people  have  known  that  I  stu- 
died^stroloo-y,  geomancy,  and  magic,  and  was  of  an  abstract 
mind.  They  surmised.  Common  things  looked  extraordi- 
nary. Little  things  were  greater.  I  was  reported  a  .co»>* 
luror.     I  was  teased  to  tell  fortunes,  raise  spirits,  and  some- 


up  all :  1.  I  beUeve.  2.  I  think  1  have  reason.  3.  No  one 
was  ever  witness  to  any  appearance  with  me.  4.  I  never 
told  any  one  that  ever  i  raised  a  spirit.  5.  I  will  not  deny 
it  I  have  said  sometimes,  that  I  thought  1  had  seen  a  spirit. 
^*5  As  I  take  it,  vourfliain  wish  is  to  know,  1.  If  I  believe 
such  an  exhibition  possible  ?  I  do.  2.  \i  I  have  done  it?  I 
never  did  say,  nor  mean  to  say,  that  I  have  ;  but  (for  some 
reason)  I  will  not  deny  it.  3.  If  1  can  do  it  ?  1  do  not  know 
that  I  can.     4.  If  I  be  willing  to  try  ?  I  had  rather  be  ex- 

cused. 

"  I  have  now  answered  y.onr  letter  as  satisfactority  as  I 

can.    You  see  yon  i^eed  not  l>e  in  any  apprehensions  for 

vour  philosophy  on  account  of  any  experimental  knowledge 

of  mine.^  Ifl  can  say  any  thing  more  that  is  worth  the 

while  on  this   subject,  or  a  better,  I  shall  be  glad  of  an 

dpistle  from  you.  i      •  •     '    t  j  i-   i 

«*  Farewell.  I  esteem  yon  ;  and  opm ions  1  regard  httle. 
Lam  oblioed  by  your  friendly  expressions  in  the  letter.  I 
wish  you  ^ali  good  and  success  in  doing  it,     I  should  hav* 


From  Dr.  Johnson.  171 

answered  sooner,  but  for  bad  eyes,  and  the  company  of 


strangers. 


John  Henderson, 

Pembroke  College,  Oxforc} ;  or  at 

Hanham,  Dear  Bristol,  when  in  that  country. 
1789,  JpriL 


LXIX.  Prom  Dr.  Johnson. 

Mr.  Urban,  May  1,  1789. 

The  original  letter^  of  which  I  here  send  you  a  copy,  is 
in  the  possession  of  Richard  Beatnifl'e,  Esq.  the  recorder  of 
Hull,  and  relates  to  a  person  who  is  much  distinguished  in 
most  of  the  late  publications  concerning  Dr.  Johnson. 

Yours,  &c. 

W.  R. 

Sir,  JBolUcourty  Fleet^streei,  Feb.  14,  1782. 

Robert  Levet,  with  whom  I  had  been  connected,  by 
a  friendship  of  many  years,  died  lately  at  my  house.  His 
death  was  sudden,  and  no  will  has  yet  been  found  ;  I  there- 
fore gave  notice  of  his  decease  in  the  papers,  that  an  heir, 
if  he  has  any,  may  appear.  He  has  left  very  little  ;  but  of 
that  little  his  brother  is  doubtless  heir,  and  your  friend  may 
be  perhaps  his  brother."  I  have  had  another  application  from 
one  who  calls  himself  his  brother ;  and  I  suppose  it  is  fit  that 
the  claimant  should  give  some  proof  of  his  relation.  I 
would  gladly  know,  from  the  gentleman  that  thinks  himself 
R.  Levet's  brother, 

In  what  year,  and  in  what  parish,  R.  Levet  was  bpm  ? 

Where  or  how  was  he  educated  ? 

What  was  his  early  course  of  life  ? 

What  were  the  marks  of  his  person  ;  his  stature ;  the  co- 
lour of  his  eyes  ? 
-    Was  he  marked  by  the  small-pox  ? 

Had  he  any  impedhnent  in  his  speech  ? 

What  relations  had  he,  and  how  many  are  now  living  ? 

His  answer  to  these  questions  will  shew  whether  he  knew 
him  ;  and  he  may  then  proceed  to  shew  that  he  is  his  brother. 

He  may  be  sure,  that  nothing  shall  be  hastily  wasted  or 
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removed.  I  have  net  looked -into  his  boxes,  but  transferred 
that  business  to  a  gentleman  m  the  neighbourhood,  of  cha- 
racter above  suspicion. 

Sam.  Johnson. 


LXX.  Bishop  Newton  to  a  Gentleman  at  Lichfield. 

TVnt.  Urban,  May  2. 

The  inclosed  is  the  original  of  a  letter  from  the  late  very 
learned  Bp.  Newton,  addressed  to  a  worthy  divine  at  Lich- 
field, since  also  deceased ;  and  will  doubtless  be  acceptable 
to  your  reader. 

1  Yours,  &q. 

EUGENIO, 

Grosvenor-strfet^  March  2d ,  1759. 

Much  am  I  obliged  to  my  good  friend  for  his  accurate  pe- 
rusal and  candid  approbation  of  my  Discourses  on  the  Prophe- 
cies. Ofall  books  the  Revelation  willadmit  of  the  greatest  va- 
riety of  interpretation.  If  I  have  succeeded  in  all  the  material 
parts,  it  is  commendation  suflacient.  It  is  difficult,  as  I  say,  to 
trace  out  every  minute  resemblance.  The  full  and  perfect 
comprehension  of  this  book  will  make  part  of  the  happiness 
of  the  glorioift  millennium.  I  can  only  exhibit  what  appears 
tome  most  probable;  and  rhy  interpretation  of  the  14th 
chapter  stiil  appears  to  me  more  probable  than  yours. — • 
The  clue  that  has  principally  conducted  me  through  both 
parts  of  the  Revelation,  has  been  following  the  series  of  his- 
tory and  the  successive  order  of  events.  After  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  two  beasts,  secular  and  ecclesiastical,  whose 
power  was  established,  according  to  my  opinion,  in  the  8th 
century,  but,  according  to  most  other  commentators,  jnuch 
sooner,  there  would  be  a  very  long  chasm,  without  the  pre- 
diction of  any  memorable  events,  if  the  14th  chapter,  a» 
you  say,  relates  to  jthe  time  immediately  preceding  the  first 
resurrection,  or  the  millennium.  What  a  long  interval 
would  that  be  without  any  prophecy!  and  how  thick  the 
events  would  follow  afterwards !  For  all  the  particulars,  not 
only  of  the  14th,  but  also  of  the  16th,  18th,  and  19thehapp 
^ers,  must  all  be  fulfilled  before  the  pon^mencement  of  the 
millennium.  I  can  hardly  frame^  even,  in  imagination,  any 
events  that  can  answer  mo?;<?  exactly  to  the  proqlaqiatioos  of 
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the  three  anp^eis  than  the  three  principal  efforts  towards  a  Re- 
formation.   Charleiuain,  Vaido,  Luther,  jind  their  followers, 
certainly  deserve  as  exalted  cUiiracttirs  a&  are  here  givea 
them ;  and  it  would  be  very  strgjige,  that  there  should  be  so 
many  prophecies  relating  to  tlie  downfidl  of  Popery,  and  yet 
none  ^concerning  the  Reformatiou.     The  church  of  this  pe- 
riod is  not  r^jpresented  in  that  s^ate  of  triumph  and  jubilation 
as  you  seem'  to  imagine  ;  there  are  hiuts  of  their  suilering 
persGCucion  in  tiiis  very  cbapte<r :  but  if  U  was,  as  you  imagine^ 
yet  why  niay  not  the  true  church  be  represented  like  the 
apostles  and  first  Christians,  "  es  sorrowful,  yet  always  re- 
joicing," as  "glorying  in  tribylation,"  as  being  ^'exceeding 
joyful  in  tribulation,'*  &c  ?     If  ibe  dead  are  "  blessed  from 
henceforth,"  because  thev  sXidXi  remain  a  shorter  time  in  the 
sepai'ate  state^  j»nd  be  sooner  raised  again,  why  is  not  that 
reason  assigned,  but  quite  different  ones,  ^^that  they  may 
rest  from  their  labours,  and  their  work*  do  follow  them  ?'* 
These  are  reasons  for  **the  bJeiiseduess  of  the  dead,  who^ 
die  in   the  Lofcl/*  which  hold  equally    ^x.  all  times,    and 
cannot  be  restr^iiued  and  limited  to  an^'  particular  time ;  and 
therefore,  I  conceive,  the  words  '•  fioni  henceforth"  refer 
not  so  much  to  "  tjje  blessedness  of  the  dead,"  which  is  al- 
ways the  same,  as  to  the  writing  and  promulgating  of  this 
doctrine.     I  havje  expressed  a  doubt,  whether  those  pro- 
phecies of  Ezeki^i  (chap,  xxxviii.  and  xxxix  )  and  that  of  St. 
John  (chap,  xx.)  ipay  not  relate  to  the  same  event;  but  I 
rather  incline  to  think,  that  tliey  relate  to  diflf'erent  events, 
for  the  reasons  I  have  given.     I  believe  tho*e  prophecies  of 
Ezekiel  to  synchronize  with  the  Utter  part  of  the  1  Ith  chap- 
ter of  Daniel,  and  to  relate  to  the  fa^ll  of  the  Othman- empire, 
wiiich  includes  Gomer  jind   inany  Europeans,  as  well  as 
other  nations.     If  Gog  and  ]VJagog  in  the  Revelation  are  the 
same,  and  are  not  inj/sHc  nameSj  as  I  say,  then  we  must 
suppose  the  Othnian  ^oipi^e  to  su])sist  throughqut  the  mil- 
lennium, which   1  can  never  believe,  nor  reconcile   with 
other  prophecies.    We  s}iall  have  opportunities,  T  hope,  of 
talking  over  these  and  other  topics  more  at  large,  when  I 
come  to  Lichfield  this  suuimer;  and  then  I  wiU  modera,t;e, 
if  j'ou  please,  between  you  and  Charles  Howard.     If  he  was  . 
no  better  an  advocate  than  he  seon)H  a  divine,  I  should  bq 
^orry  for  his  clients,  provided  you  do,  as  I  suppose  you  do, 
represent  his  arguments  fairly.     You  who  live  in  the  country 
have  fine  tiiihe  to  prosecute  your  studies^  aivi  to  exercise 
and  amuse  yourselves  with  literary    disputatious }  but  we, 
who  live  in  town,  at  least  I  can  sj>eak  for  ngiyself,  hivesio 
many  interruption*  ar^d. avocations,^  tliat  it  \»  not  easy  to  find 
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opportunities  to  express  bow  truly  I  aih,  deai*  Sir,  your  af- 
fectionate and  obliged  humble  servant, 

1789,  May.  TflOMAS  Newton. 


LXXI.   Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  to  John  Alleyne,  Esq. 

Dear  Jack,  Crav^n^street^  Jug.  9^  176S. 

You  desire,  you  say,  my  impartial  thoughts  on  the  sub- 
ject of  an  early  marriage,   by  way  of  answer  to  the  num- 
berless objections  which  have  been  made  by  short-sighted 
people  to  your  own.     You  may  remember,  when  you  con- 
sulted me  upon  the  occasion,  that  I  thou ght^  3^0 uth  on  both 
sides  to  be  no  objection.     Indeed,  from  the  marriages  which 
have  fallen  under  my  observation,  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
think  that  early  ones  stand  the  best  chance  of  happiness^ 
The  tempers  and  habits  of  young  people  are  not  yet  become 
so  stiff  and  uncomplying  as  when  more  advanced  in  life: 
they  form  more  easily  to  each  other,  and  hence  many  occa- 
sions of  disgust  are  removed.  ^  And  if  youth  has  less  of  that 
prudence  which  is  necessary  to  manage  a  family,   yet  the 
parents  and  elder  friends  of  young  married  persons  are 
generally  at  hand,  to  afford  their  advice,  which  amply  sup- 
plies that  defect;  and  by  early  marriage  youth  is 'sooner 
formed  to  regular  and  useful  life,  and  possibly  some  of 
those  accidents  er  connections  that  might  have  injured  the 
constitution  or  reputation,  or  both,  are  thereby  happHy 
prevented.     Particular  circumstances  of  particular  persons 
may  possibly  sometimes  make  it  prudent  to  delay  en terin^^^ 
into  that  state;  but,  in  general,  when  nature  has  rendered 
our  bodies  fit  for  it,  the  presumption  is  in  nature's  favour^ 
that  she  has  not  judged  amiss  in  making  us  desire  it.     Late 
marriages  are  often  attended  too  with  this  furtfier  inconve- 
nience   that  there  is  not  the  same  chance  the  parents  shall 
live  to  see   their  offspring  educated.     Late  children,  says 
the  Spanish  proverb,  are  early  orphans;  a  melancholy  re- 
flection to  those  whose  case  it  may  be !  With  us  in  America, 
marriages  are  generally  in  the  morning  of  life,  our  children 
are  therefore  educated  and   settled  in  the  world  by  i;oon ; 
and  thus  our  business  being  done,  we  have  an  afternoon  and 
evenino"  of  chearful  leisure  to  ourselves,  such  as  your  friend 
at  present  enjoys.     By  these  early  marriages  we  are  blest 
with  more  children  :  and  from  the  mode  among  us,  founded 
in  nature,  of  every  mother  suckling  and  nursing  her  own 
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child,  more  'of  them  are  raised.  Thence  the  swift  progress 
of  population  among  us,  unparalleled  in  Enrppe  ! — In  tine, 
I  am  glad  you  are  married,  and  congratulate  you  most  cor- 
dially upon  it  You  are  now  in  the  way  of  becoming  a 
useful  citizen,  and  you  have  escaped  the  unnatural  state  of 
celibacy  for  life,  the  fate  of  many  here  who  never  intendeil 
it,  l)ut  who,  having  too  long  postponed  the  change  of  their 
^  condition,  find  at  length  that  it  is  too  late  to  think  of  it,  and 
80  live  all  their  lives  in  a  situation  that  greatly  lessens  a 
man's  value. — An  odd  volume  of  a  set  of  books,  you  know, 
is  not  worth  its  propwtion  of  the  set:  and  what  think  yoa 
of  the  odd  half  of  a  pair  of  scissars  ? — it  cannot  well  cut 
any  thing — it  may  possibly  serve  to  S(Crape  a  trencher. 

Pray  make  my  compliments  and  best  wishes  acceptable 
to  your  bride.  lam  old  and  heavy,  or  I  should,  ere  this, 
have  presented  them  in  person.  I  shall  make  but  small  use 
of  the  old  man's  privilege,  that  of  .giving  advice  to 
younger,  friends. — Treat  yQur  wife  always  with  respect ;  it 
will  procure  respect  to  you,  not  from  her  only,  but  from  ail 
that  observe  it.  Never  use  a  .slighting  expression  to  her, 
€ven  in  jest;  for  slights  in  jest,  after  frequent  bandyings, 
are  apt  to  end  in  angry  earnest. — Be  studious  in  your  pro- 
fession, and  you  will  be  learned.  Be  industrious  and  frugal, 
and  you  will  be  rich.  Be  sober  and  temperate,  and  you 
will  oe  healthy.  Be  in  general  virtuous,  and  you  will  be 
happy,  at  least  you  will,  by  such  conduct,  stand  the  best 
chance  for  such  consequences.  I  pray  Gotfto  bless  you 
both!  being  ever  your  truly  affectionate  friend, 

17S9,  May.     '  '  B.  K 


LXXII.  Bishop  Sherlock  to  Dr.  R;  Grey. 

Dr.  Grey,  Tanple^  June  21 ,  1749, 

1  CAME  this  morning  out  of  the  countr}^  and  am  here  only 
for  tw^  or  three  days,  in  my  way  to  Tun  bridge. 

I  have  published  a  new  edition  of  the  book  of  Prophery^ 
and  have  added  the  new  Dissertation  I  mentioned  to  you.  I 
will  order  my  bookseller  to  send  you  a  complete  copy.  As 
to  the  particular  texts  from  Genesis  and  the.  Psalms,  I  had 
rather  have  seen  them  under  your  name  than  my  own  ;  but 
you  will  judge  how  necessary  a  part  they  are  of  the  new  Dis- 
sertation, which  I  had  promised,  and  was  expected.     I  have 
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borrowed  from  you  a  reference  to  Boerhaave,  which  yoii 
will  find  at  the  bottom  ot  owe  of  the  pages. 

Before  August  is  quite  spent,  I  hope  to  be  Hi  Fulhanii 
and  nobody  wiii  be  more  welcome  there  than  yourself.  I 
find  there  is  a  veiy  old,  bad  house;  I  must  repair  a  great 
deal  of  it,  and,  I  am  afraid,  rebuild  sonrie  part.  It  is  late 
for  me  to  be  so  employed,  but  somebody  will  be  the  better 
for  it.     I  write  with  difficulty  ;  I  wish  you  can  read; 

I  am.  Sir,  your  very  arfectionate  brother,  and  humble 
servant. 


1790,  July. 


Tiio.  London, 


LXXHI.  From  General  Wolfe* 


Feb.  25. 


Mr.  Urban, 

The  following  is  an  authentic  copy  of  a  letter  written  by 
Gen.  Wolfe,  which  was  communicated  to  me  some  time 
&ince  by  a  friend  of  mine,  who  took  it  from  the  original.  As 
it  contains  much  useful  instruction  for  those  (especially  the 
junior  part)  in  the  military  line,  who  form  a  very  considera-* 
ble  and  honourable  part  of  the  community,  I  hope  it  thay  be 
foMud  of  use  to  this  class  of  readers,  and  a  matter  of  curiosity 
to  those  whom  it  may  not  so  intimately  concern* 

C.T- 


<* Dear  Sir,  De^nzes,  Sunday ^\%th  July ^  1756. 

"  You  cannot  find  me  a  more  agreeable  employment  thaii 
to  serve  or  oblige  you  ;  and  I  wish  with  all  my  heart,  that 
my  inchnations  and  abilities  were  of  equal  force.  I  do  not 
recollect  what  it  was  I  recommended  to  Mr.  Cornwallis's  ne- 
phew ;  it  might  be  the  Count  de  Turpin's  book,  which  is 
certainly  worth  lookmg  into,  as  it  contains  a  good  deal  of 
plain  practice. 

Your  brother,  no  doubt,  is  master  of  the  Latin  and  French 
languages,  and  has  some  knowledge  of  the  mathematics; 
without  this  last  he  can  never  become  acquainted  with  the 
attack  and  defence  of  places  ;  and  I  would  advise  him  by  all 
means  to  give  up  a  year  or  two  of  his  time,  now*  while  he  is 
young  (if  he  has  not  already  done  it),  to  the  study  of  the  ma- 
thematics, because  it  will  greatly  facilitate  his  progress  ia 
pulitary  matters.    As  to  the  books  that  are  fittest  for  his  pur« 
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pose,  he  may  begin  with  the  King  of  Prussia's  Regulations 
for  his  horse  and  foot,  where  the  economy  and  good  order 
of  an  army  in  the  lower  branches  is  extremely  well  establish- 
ed. Then  there  are  the  "  Memoirs  of  the  Marquis  de  Santa 
Cruz,  Feuquiere,  and  Montecuculi ;"  Tollard's  "Commen- 
taries upon  rolybius;" the  •^ProjetdeTactique;"  "L'AtlaqucJ 
et  la  Defence  aes  Places,  par  le  Marechal  deVauban;"  "Les 
Memoires  de  Goulon ;"  "L'  Ingenieur  de  Campagne.*'Le  Sieur 
Renie,  foir  all  that  concerns  artillery.  Of  the  ancients,  Vegetius, 
Caesar^  Thucydides,  Xenophon's  "  Life  of  Cyrus,"  and  the 
*'  Retreat  of  the  Ten  Thousand  Greeks."  I  do  not  mention 
Polybius,  because  the  Commentaries  aud  the  History  na- 
turally go  together.  Of  later  days,  Davija,  Guicciardini, 
Strada,  the  "Memoirs  of  the  Duke  de  Sully."  There  is 
abundance  of  military  knowledge  to  be  picked  out  of  the  Lives 
of  GustavusAdolphiis  and  Charles  the  12tb,  Kingpf  Sweden, 
and  of  Zisca  the  Bohemian ;  and  if  a  tolerable  account  could 
be  got  of  the  exploits  of  Scanderbeg,  it  would  be  inestima-^ 
ble,  for  be  exceeds  all  the  officers,  ancient  and  modern,  in 
the  conduct  of  a  small  defensive  army  :  I  met  with  h^m  in 
the  Turkish  History,  but  no  where  else*  The  Life  of  Suei^ 
tonius  too  contains  many  fine  things  in  this  way.  There  is 
a  book  lately  published  that  I  have  heard  commended,  "Arc 
de  la  Guerre  Pratique  ;"  I  suppose  it  is  collected  from  ajl 
the  best  authors  that  tfeat  of  war ;  and  there  is  a  little  volume^ 
intituled,  "Trait6  de  la  Petite  Guerre,"  that  your  brother 
should  take  in  his  pocket  when  he  goes  upon  out-duties  and 
detachments*  The  Marechal  dePuysegur's  book  is  in  esteem* 
I  believe^  Mr.  Townsend  will  think  this  catalogue  Jong 
enough  ;  and,  if  he  has  patience  toread^  and  desire  to  ap- 
ply (as  I  am  persuaded  he  has),  the  knowledge  contained  in 
them,  there  is  wherewithal  to  make  him  a  considerable  per- 
son in  his  profession,  and  of  course  very  useful  and  service* 
able  to  his  country.  In  general,  the  lives'of  all  the  great 
commanders,  and  all  good  histories  of  warlike  nations,  will 
be  very  instructive,  and  lead  him  naturally  to  imitate  what 
he  must  necessarily  approve  of. 

"  In  these  days  of  scarcity,  and  in'these  unlucky  times,  it 
is  much  to  be  wished  that  all  our  young  soldiers  oi  birth  and 
education  would  follow  your  brother's  steps ;  and,  as  they 
will  have  their  turn  to  command,  that  they  would  try  to  make 
theniselves  fit  for  that  important  trust ;'  without  it,  we  must 
sink  under  the  supreme  abilities  and  indefatigable  industry 
of  our  restless  neighbours. 

"  You  have  dravvti  a  longer  lettef'upon  yourself  thai^,  per- 

VOL.  III.  N  m 
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hajjs  you  expected  ;  but  I  could  hardly  make  it  sbortW 
without  doing  wrong  to  a  good  author. 

**  In  what  a  strange  manner  have  we  conducted  our  affairs 
in  the  Mediterranean  !  quelle  belle  occasion  manquee ! 

I  am^  with  perfect  esteem,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 
HO  I  y  March.  Jam.  Wolfe 


J* 


LXXIV.  Dr.  Kennicott  to  Mr.  Daddo. 

Rev-  and  Hon.  Sie,  TVadh.  Coll  Mar.  30,  1 744. 

Gratitude  to  benefactors  is  the  great  Law  of  Nature, 
and  lest  I  should  violate  what  was  ever  sacred,  1  presume 
to  lay  the  following  before  you. 

There  are,  Sir^  in  the  world,  gentlemen  who  confinfe  their 
regards  to  self  or  the  circle  of  their  own  acquaintance  ;  and 
there  are  (happy  experience  convinces  me)  who  command 
their  influence  to  enlarge  and  exert  itself  on  persons  remotely 
situate  both  by  fortune  and  habitation.  To  you,  Sir,  belongs 
the  honour  of  this  encomium,  to  me  the  pleasure  of  the 
obligation  ;  and  as  I  am  now  first  at  leisure  in  the  place  whi- 
ther your  goodness  has  transplanted  me,  I  lay  this  acknow- 
ledgment before  you,  as  one  of  the  movers  in  this  system 
of  exalted  generosity  ;  for,  when  I  consider  myself  as  sur- 
rounded with  benefactors,  there  seems  a  bright  resemblance 
of  the  Bow-exploded  system  of  Ptolemy,  in  which,  Sir,  (you 
know)  the  heavenly  bodies  revolved  around  the  central  earth, 
which  was  thus  rendered  completely  blest  by  the  contribu- 
tion of  their  chearing  and  benign  influences. 

And  now,  Sir,  thesentiments  of  duty  rise  so  warm  within 
me,  that  every  expression  of  thanks  seems  faint,  and  I  am 
lost  in  endieavours  after  a  suitable  acknowledgment  of  my 
obligations. 

Butt  know.  Sir,  whom  I  am  now  addressing ;  I-know  those 
who  most  deserve  can  least  bear  praise,  and  that  your  good- 
ness is  so  great,  as  even  to  reject  the  very  thanks  of  the 
grateful ;  like  the  syn  in  its  splendour,,  which  forbids  the 
eye  that  offers  to  admire  it. 

"  That  Heaven  may  reward  yourself  arid  Mrs.  Daddo  with 
its  best  favours,  and  console  you  under  your  parental  sor- 
rows, is  my  daily  and  fervent  prayer;  ancl  I  shall  esteem  it 
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bae  of  the  gi^eat  honours  of  itiy  life  to  be  favoured  at  yoxxt 
leisure  with  any  commands  or  advices  you  shall  condescend 
to  bestow  oni  Kev.  Sir^  your  dutiful  and  obliged  servant^ 

Benj.  Ken:nicott* 

,  *  ,  ,  ^ 

To  the  Rev.  Bf  n  Daddo,*  in  Tivelton,  Devoni 
17di,  Maixh. 


"LXXVi  From  Bp.  Home>  a  Letter  of  CoQiit>lation»  ' 

Mtt.  Urban^  JSforth  of  Ireland y  March  21* 

I  WAS  much  gratified  by  reading  in  your  Obitiiarj',  yout 
very  just  character  of  that  most  respectable  and  learned 
man,  the  late  Bp.  of  Norwich ;  I  had  the  happiness  of  bcl«> 
ing  acquainted  with  his  lordship,  and  while  I  live  I  shall 
consider  the  friendship  he  honoured  me  with  as  a  blessing. 
Never  did  1  knbw  a  more  exalted  chai*acter !  How  should  I 
tuoum  his  death,  wefe  I  not  sure,  that  to  him  death  has 
opened  the  gates  of  everlasting  felicityi 

/shall  make  no  apology  for  sending  you  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  his  lordship  to  a  particular  friend  of  mme  (who  has 
obligingly  giveti  me  leave  to  transmit  it)  upon  the  death  of 
herfather.  His  friendship  for  the  worthy  character,  whose 
death  he  so  pathetically  laments^  displays  at  once  the  ten- 
derness of  his  feelings,  and  the  goodness  of  his  heart.  I 
must  add,  from  my  own  knowledge  of  this  excellent  man^ 
that  his  lordship^s  portrait  of  him>  though  painted  by  the 
hand  of' friendship^  was  a  just  resemblance. 

Anna. 
The  Dean  of  Canterburyt  to  Miss  — — * 


"  My  bear  Madam,                     Canterbury,  Nov.  1 1. 
"Little  did  I  think  a  letter  from would  afflict  my 


*  Mr,  Winhtm  Dh^o  was,  for  many  years,  master  of  Tiverton  school,  where 
« KeinBcot(teceive4  the  rudiments  of  his  classical  education.  Mr.  Daddo  hariag 
^^ff^ioM a  cosfiderable  fortane  from  tlie  emoloments  vf  his  sc!^oo],quiUedTi- 
^^^  MtVetired  to  Bow-hill  House*  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Exeter,  and 
HMre  died  many  years  ago,  leaving  a  daughter  and  only  childj  who  afterwards 
*M  married  to  the  Rcr.  Mr.  Terry. 

i  Hiiloid^up  was  at  that  timj^  Dean  of  Canterbury. 
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1  ^0  From  Bish6p  ITome. 

soolj  but  yours  received  this  morning  haa  indeed  done  it. 
Seeing  vour  band,  and  a  black  seal,  my  mind  foreboded 
what  ted  happened :  I  made  an  attempt  to  read  it  to  nvy 
wife  and  daughters,  but — it  woukl  not  do — I  got  no  further 
thart  the  first  sentence,  hurst  into  a  flood  of  tears,  and  was 
obliged  to  retreat  into  the  soHtude  of  my  study,  unfit  for 
any  thing,  but  to  think  on  what  bod  happened;  then  to  fall 
'  upon  my  knees,  and  pray,  that  God  would  everiBore  pour 
down  his  choicest  blessing-s  on  the  children  of  my  departed 
friend,  and  as  their  /^fitther  aT>d  their  mother  had  for;nkca 
them/'  that  he  would  "  take  them  up,'*   and  support  them 
in  time  an  J  eternity.     F/ven  so!  Amen.  ^• 

"  You  ask  comfort  of  me,  but  3'our  truly  excellent  letter 
has  suggested  comfort  to   me,  from  all  the  proper  topics; 
s^nd  I  can  only  reflect  it  back  to  you' again.     Ail  things  coti- 
sidered,  the  circumstance  which  first  marked  the  disorder 
may  be  termed  a  gracious  dispensation.     It  at  once  rendered 
the  event,  one  may  suy,  desirable,  which  otherwise  carried 
so  uiuch  terror  and  sorrow  in  the  face  bf  it.     Nothing  else 
in  the  world  could  so  soon,  and  so  effectually,  have  blunted 
thfe  edge  of  the  approaching  calamity,  and  reconciled  to  it 
hiinds  full  of  the  tend  crest  love  and   affection.     To  com* 
plete  tlifc  consolation  that  only  remained,  which  we  all  know- 
to  be  the  fact,   Mr. stood  always  so  prepared,  so  firnci 

in  his  faith,  so  constant  in  his  christian  jiractice  of  every 
duty,  that,  he  could  not  be  taken  by  surprise,  or  off  his 
guard:  the  stroke  must  be  to  himself  a  blessing,  whenever, 
or  however,  it  came.     His  death   was  his  birth- day:  and, 
like  the  primitive  Christians,  we  should  keep  it  as  such,  as 
a  day  of  joy  and  triumph.     Bury  his  bodj^,  but  embaUu  his 
example,  and  let  it  diffuse  his  fragrance  among  you  from 
generation  to  generation.     Call  him  blessed,  and  endeavour 
to  belike  him:  like  him  in  piety,  in  charity,  in  friendship, 
in  coujteousncss,  in  temper,  in  conduct,  m  word,   and  in 
deed.     His  virtues  compose, a  little  volume  which  your  bro- 
ther should  carry  in  his  bosom ;  and  he  will  need  no  other, 
if  that  be  well  studied,  to  make  him  the  gentleman  and  the 
Christian.     You,  my  dear  Madam,  will,  I  atrt  sure,  go  on 
with  diligence  to  finish  the  fair  transcript  you  have  begun, 
that  the  world  around  you  may  see  aiK)  admir^. 

"  Do  not  apologise  for  writing;  but  let  me  hear  what  you 
do,  and  what  plan  of  life  youf  brother  thinks  of  pursuing. 
With  kindest  compliments  from  the  syoipathUing  folks 
here,  believe  me,  ever,  my  dear  Madam,  your  faithfttl 
friend  and  servant, 

1792,  April.  C.  HoRNE.*' 


y 


1  From  Dean  Stanhope  to  a  young  Clergyman,        I'Sl; 

LXXVI.    Frcm  Dean  Stanhope,   containing  advice  to  a  Yc.ufig^ 

Clergyman. 

Dear  Cousin, 

At  your  father's  request,  to  whom  I  can  deny  nothing,  and 
(as  he  telU  me)  at  your  desire  also,  I  trouble  you  with  this* 
letter  of  advice  relating  to  your  studies  in  divinity.  A  good 
deal  of  pain^  might  perhaps  be  saved  to  both  of  us,  by  my 
recei^ing  first  an^account  of  the  entrance  and  progress  you. 
^  have  already  made  since  your  thoughts  were  turned  to  this- 
profession.  You  will,  therefore,  pardon  me,  if  I  suggest , 
several  things  which  your  own  proficiently,  or  the  advjce  of 
other  friends,  had  made  unnecessarv* 

The  first  care  of  a  divine  should  be  to  make  himself  well 
sillied  in  the  bible ;  which  is  not  to  be  done  without  the 
help  of  good  commentators.  But,  in  regard  to  what  Solomon 
says  of  books  in  general  is  as  true  of  this  as  of  any  other 
^sort,  that  of  many  of  thera  there  is  no  end,  and  that  much 
study  of  them  is  a  weariness  to  tl>e  flesh,  1  will  point  you 
out  a  few,  in  which  you  will  find  the  substance  of  a  great 
many, 

These  are,  Bishop  Patrick's  Commentaries,  which  will 
'  w  you  a  great  way,  even  from  Genesis  to  Isaiah ;  Day 
upon  that  Prophet;  Pocock,  on  those  of  the  minor  Pro- 
piiets,  which  ne  has  undertaken;  Hammond  and  Whitby 
oa  the  New  Testament;  and  the  incomparable  St.  Chry- 
•cstotn,  .both  for  his  explications  and  moral  improvements 
of  Scripture.  With  these,  and  the  help  of  Pool's 
Synopsis,  or  the  great  critics,  for  those  parts  of  Scripture 
not  before  named,  it  might  be  well  to  go  through  a  whole 
course  of  the  Bible  with  great  attention  and  care,  wherein 
It  may  be  fit  to  take  along  with  you  Archbishop  Usher's  An- 
imals, Prideaux's  Connection  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
nient,  the  Woiks  of  Lightfoot,  and  Mr.  Mede.  But  in  re- 
gard the  Bible  is  to  be  a  constant  study,  and  it  would  be  too 
troublesome,  upon  every  reading  of  it,  to  turn  to  so  many 
expositors,  I  advise  by  all  meians,  that  you  would  get  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments  in  quarto,  doubly  interleaved 
^ith  blank  paper,  a  page  for  each  column,  and  divided  into 
Jiine  or  ten  volumes.  Thus,  as  you  go  along,  you  may  en- 
ter such  remarks  a^  you  think  useful,  and  such  references 
to  authors  as  may  occasionally  be  consulted;  which,  when 
done,  will  save  you  the  trouble  of  reading  more  than  your 
own  notes  as  often  as  you  shall  go  over  the  Bible  afterwards. 
*nis I  have  found  of  great  use  to  myself^  and  berek)  can 
*peak  of  my  own  experience. 
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1^2         From  Dean  Stanhope  to  ayotmg  Clergyman. 

As  to  other  boolcs  which  may  fit  you  for  the  discharge  of 
your  duty,  Mr.  Hooker,  Bp.  Sanderson,  Bp.  Pearson,  Bp.  Stil- 
lingfleet,  Dn  Jackson,  and  Archbishop  Tillotson,  cannot  be 
read  too  often.  Happy  is  the  man  that  can  form  his  style  upon 
the  last  of  these ;  and,  in  plain  practical  preaching,  upod 
the  rational,  instructive,  and  familiar  way  of  the  Whole 
Duty  of  Man,  and  Bishop  Blackall.    I  had  rather  you  should 
be  told  by  any  other  person,  that  the  time  may  not  be  quite 
lost  which  is  eniploye4  in  casting  an  eye  now  and  tbep  upon 
my  Boyle's  Lectures,  my  volume  of  Sermons,  printed  1700, 
and   Comments  upon  the  Epistles  and  Gospels,    for  the 
course  of  the  whole  year.     I  am  sure,  at  least,  that  will  bo 
well  spent  which  you  bestow   on   Scot's    Christian  Life, 
and  Lucas's  Inqruiry  after  Happiness,  and  Sherlock^s  Trear 
tises  of  Deathj.Judfgment,  and  Providence. 

There  is  a  French  Testament,  in  4  volumes  8vo.  the  very 
book  of  Quesnell,  which  hath  made  such  a  bustle  of  late, 
by  giving  rise  to  the  famous  Bull  Unigenitus,  which,  if  you 
are  not  master  of  the  French,  may  be  had  translated  into 
English.     This  abounds  with   many  excellent  reflections, 
both  moral  and  devotional;  and  though  some  there  might 
better  have  been  saved  (which  a  person  of  your  parts  and 
attainments  will  find  no  difficulty   to  distinguish  from  the 
rest,)  yet  upon  the  whole  the  book  may  do  great  service  to 
a  discerning  reader,  both  for  framing  in  himself  a  religious 
^  temper  of  mind,   and  for  instructing  others  in  their  duty. 
Your  country,  I  know,  swarms  with  Papists  and  Dissenters, 
For  maintaining  your  ground  against  the  former,  I  know 
not  a  shorter  or  more  enectuai  way  than  to  make  yourself 
master  of  the  tracts  written  against  them  in  the  reign  of 
Kin^  James  IL  and  for  the  latter,    besides  Hooker  and 
Sanderson,  the  London  Cases  against  the  Dissenters,  and 
Bishop   Stillingfleet's  Unreasonaoleness  of  Separation,  as 
to  the  Disciphne  part;  and  as  to  the  Doctrinal,  besides  Dr. 
Jackson,  Bi^ehop  Bull  of  Justification,  Clagett  upon  the  Oper- 
ations of  the  Spirit,  and  the  Collection  or  Tracts  concerning 
Predestination  and  Providence,  printed  at  Cambridge  1719, 
are  excellently  good.     I  mention  only  these severalauthors 
above,  as  fit  to  be  studied,  without  enlarging  upon  Eccle- 
siastical   History,  Fathers,  or   Casuistical  Divinity,  which 
will  naturally  hereafter  fall  into  your  way,  because  at  pre- 
sent I  desfgn  to  recommend~what  may  soon  lay  a  sure  foun- 
dation for  a  true  Church  of  England  divine.    And  suppos- 
ing you  think,  as  I  do,  that  it  is  high  time  to  have  done,  I 
will  only  add  one  word  more  about  preaching,  which,  is»  that 
you  would  nbt  disdain  to  4>  it  in  fu  low  and  faauiiar^  P^ 
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vided  aWays  it  be  in  a  clear  and  proper,  language  as  you 
can  possibly  contrivp.  The  more  you  converse  with  the 
common  people,  the  more  you  will  find  the  necessity  of 
this  advice,  and  depend  ujpon  it,  the  more  intelligible  to 
the  meanest,  the  more  acceptable  you  will  be  to  the  best 
and  most   judicious  of  your  hearers, 

I  take  for  gi'anted  you  will  expound  the  Catechism  fre* 
quently ;  ^nd  if  you  suffer  yourself,  after  having  digested 
^he  heads  of  what  you  would  say,  to  enlarge  extempore, 
this  perhaps  may  be  better  both  for  you  and  those  yqu  in- 
struct  than  a  set  and  elaborate  discourse, 

The  s^me  way  of  talking  off-hand  will  be  likewise  neces-^ 
sary  iq  your  visits  to  the  sick,  for  which  you  may  reap  some 
bencjfit  from  a  little  book  written  in  Latm  by  Dr.  Stern  of 
Ireland.  Many  things  more  might  probably  occur,  had  t 
opportunity  of  conversing  with  you, 

In  the  mean  time  I  only  add,  that  you  will  do  well  so  to 
demean  yourself  in  all  the  offices  oi  your  function,  that 
your  people  m^y  think  you  aire  in  very  good  earnest,  and  so 
to  order  your  whole  conversation,  that  tney  may  be  sr^^e  you 
are  so.  To  which  purpose,  as  you  will  have  my  hearty 
prayers,  so  I  beg  your3  tbr  your  ipost  affectionate  cousinj^ 

1792,  May.  'Geo,  Stanho?e. 


LXXVII«  ^,  Horpe  to  a  Yovpg  Clergyman 

Dear-*^— ,  ' 

i  AM  much  pleased  to  hear  you  have  been  for  some  tim§ 
stjitionary  at  Oxford ;  a  place  wh^re  a  man  may  best  prcr 
pare  himself  to  go  forth  as  a  burning  and  shin\ng  light  intq 
a  world  where  charity  is  waxed  cold,  and  wher«  truth  is 
>^ell-nigh  obscured.  Whenever  it  pleases  God  to  appoint 
you  to  the  government  of  a  parish,  you  will  find  work 
enough  to  employ  you ;  and  therefore,  b^fore^  that  time 
CQmes,  you  should  be  careful  to  provide  yoiirself  with  all 
necessary  knowledge,  lest,  by-and-by,  when  you  should 
be  building,  you  should  have  your  materials  to  look  for,  and 
bring  together;  besides,  that  the  habit  of  studying  and 
thinking,  if  it  be  not  got  in  the  first  part  of  life,  rarely 
comes  afterwards.  A  man  is  miserably  drawn  into  the  eddy  of 
worldly  dissipation,  and  knows  nqt  how  to  get  out  of  it  again, 
till,  in  the  end,  for  want  of  spiritual  exercises,  the  facul- 
ties of  the  soul  aie  benumbed,  and  he  sinks  into  indolence» 
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till  th^  night  coniethy  when  no  man  can  leork.     Happy,  there- 
fore, is  2ie  man  who  betimes  acquires  a  relish  for  holy 
solitude,    and    accustoms    himself   to   bear  the    yoke  of 
Christ's  discipline   in  his  youth ;  who  can  sit  alone,  and 
keep  silence,  arid  seek  wisdom  diligently  where  she  may 
be  found,  in  the  Scriptures  of  faith,  and  in  the  writings  of 
the  Saints.     From  these  flowers  of  Paradise  hi?  extracts  the 
honey  of  knowledge  and  divine  love,  and  therewith  fills  every 
cell  of  his  understanding  and  affections.     The  winter  of 
af&iction,  disease,  and  old  age,  will  not  surprise   such  an 
one  in  an  unprepared  state.     He  will  not  be  confounded  in 
the  perilous  time ;  and  in  the  days  of  dearth  he  will  have 
enough  to  strengthen,  comfort,  and  support  him    and  his 
brethren.     Precious  beyond  rubies  are  the  hours  of  youth 
and  health!  Let  none  of  them   pass  un profitably  away,  for 
surely  they  make  to  themselves  wings,  and.  are  as  a  bird 
cutting  swiftly  the  air,  and  the  trace  of  her  can  no  more  be 
found.     If  well-spent,  they  fly  to  Heaven  with  news  that 
rejoices  angels,'  and  meet  us  again  as  witnesses  for  us  at  the 
tribunal  of  our  Lord.     When  tlie'  graces  of  time  run  into  the 
glories  of  eternity,  how  trifling  will  tbeJabour  then  seem 
that  has  procured  us  (through  grace)   everlasting  rest,  for 
which  the  Apostles  toiled  night  and  day,  and  the  Martyrs 
loved  not  their  lives  unto  death  !  ^ 

These,  'my  dear ,    are  my  sentiments;    would  to 

God  my  practice  were  more  conformable  to  them  than  it 
is,  that  I  i^iight  be  less  unworthy  to  advise  and  exhort  others! 
But  I  trust  the  persuasion  I  have  of  the  truth  of  what  is 
said  above  (which  every  day's  experience  more  and  more 
confirms)  will  influence  my  conduct  in  this  particular,  and 
make  me  moire  watchful  in  time  to  come.  In  the  n^ean  sea- 
son, I  cannot  forbear  pressing  the  same  upon  yoii,  as  I 
should  do  with  my  dying  breath  ;  since  upon  the  due  pro- 
pprtioning  and  employing  our  time  all  our  progress  in  grace 
and  knowledge  depends,     ^ 

If  there  be  any  thing  with  regard  to  the  choice  or  mat- 
ter of  your  studies  In  which  I  can  assist  you,  let  me  know, 
as  you  can  have  no  doubt  of  my  being,  in  ail  things,  most 
affectionately  yours, 

l792j^Ju/7/,  G.  HORNE, 


Froih  Bishop  Hdpnf.  18S 

LXXVIII,  From  Bp.  Home. 

Mr.  Urban^  Nayland,  Aitg,  21,  1793. 

A  GENTLEMAN  with  whom  the  late  Dr.  Home,  Bishop 
of  Norwich,  kept  up  a  literary   correspondence   for  many 

J  ears,  has  preserved  a  very  large  and  valuable  collection  «P 
is  letters.  The  following,  which  was  written  near  thirty 
years  ago,  was  the  first  we  laid  our  hands  upon  by  accident: 
but,  being  so  remarkable  in  itself,  and  so  suitable  to  the 
present  times  (for  it  is  actually  prophetical  of  the  present 
state  of  France,)  we  send  it  as  a  specimen  of  the  style  and 
manner  of  his  priva,te  correspondence,  and  of  the  great 
subjects  which  were  always  uppermost  in  his  mind.  By 
giving  it  a  place  in  your  valuable  Miscellany,  you  will 
probably  gratify  many  of  your  friends,  and  oblige  your 
constant  reader, 

W.J. 

^*  My  dear  Friend,  Coll  Mag.  June  6,  1764. 

"Have  you  heard  yet  from  the  Abb6  Nolet?  A  friend 
saw,  the  other  day,  a  letter  from  Sir  James  Macdonald,  now 
at  Paris  with  Lord  Hertford,  in  'which  Sir  James  informed 
his  correspondent,  that  the  French  philosophers  liked  Mr. 
Hume  (secretarj'  to  the  British  ambassador)  in  the  main  very 
well ;  but  disapproved  of  certain  religious  prejudices  not 
yet  shaken   off,  which   hindered  him  from  aspiring  to  per- 
fection.    This  at  first  seems  an  irony,  and  a  pretty  strong 
one.     But  Sir  James  explains  himself  by  adding,  that   the 
great  men  in  France  were,  most  of  them,  deep  in  Materi- 
alism,   and  had   discarded  the  belief  of  God,   which  our 
worthy   Scottish  philosopher  refused  to  do :  **  so  that  poor 
Hume,"  says  Sir  James,  "  who  on  your  side  of  the  water 
was  thought  to  have  too  little  religion,  is  here  thought  to 
have  too  much.'*     Is  not  this  a  very  amazing  anecdote? 
Yet  upon  inquiry,    I  am  apt  to  fear  there   is  too  much 
truth  in  the  representation.  D'  Alembert,  they  tell  me,  is 
such  a  character.     The  Czarina  sent  for  him  to  educate  her 
children ;  but  he  would  not  go  :  he  is  a  great  favourite  with 
the  Prussian  hero.     Maupertuis  was  of  the  same  sort.    Ii^ 
short,  so  far  as  I  can  find,  infidelity  and  republicanism  have 
crossed  the  straits  of  Dover,  and  are  more  likely  to  subdue 
France  than  any  other  of  her  enemies.    A  young  gentleman 
wrote  to  his  rather  from  Paris^  that  a  notion  prevailed^  of 
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the  government  ere  long  intending  to  »eize  the  religpions 
bouses,  jind  send  the  monks  after  the  Jesuits.     And   now 
we  talk  of  Jesuits^  an  Englisliman  of  that  order,  Thomaa 
Phillips,  b?i*  just  published   ^  quarto  volume,  being   the 
first  part  of  the  Life  of  Cardinal   Pole,  printed  here  by 
Jackson.     He   is  a  writer   of  great  learning  and  elegant 
taste.    The  character  of  his,  hero  is  a  very  amiable  one  ;  and 
be  has  introduced  us  to  most  of  the  celebrated  Italian  wits 
of  that  age,    with   whom   Pole  was  intimate,    as  Sadolet^ 
Bembo,  Longoiius,  Contarini,  &c.     Sir  Thomas  More,  and 
Bii^hop  Fisher,  appear  with  great  lustre.     K.  Henry  VHL 
Vicar-general  Cromwell,  poor  Nanny  Boleyn,  Luther,  Cal* 
vin,   and    the  reformers,    cut  very   sorry  figures  indeed, 
Erasmus  has  justice  as  a  scholar,  but  is  pronounced  an 
Arian,  a  scorfer,  _a  blasphemer.    The  last  section,  and  it 
ift  the  longest  in  the  book,  contains  the  proceedings  and 
decrees  of  the  council  of  Trent,  where  for  some  time  Pole 
presided  as  legate.    That  council,  Mr.  Phillips  giveJi  us  to 
understand,  was  composed  of  the  most  learned  and  holy 
fetherB,  who  exhibited  to  mankind  the  most  perfect  plan  of 
Christian  doctrine  and  discipline,  without  advancing  any 
thing  but  what  had  been  in  the  church  from  the  beginning. 
It  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  council  which  bore  the  nearest  pofi- 
sible  resemblance  to  that  which  met  at  Jerusalem.     I  ob« 
«erve,  he  denies  the  Pope's  deposing  power,  and  pleads, 
4s  Pole  himself  ever  did,  against  all  sanguinary  methods  of 
|>rDpagating  the  Catholic  religion.     The   book,    I   think^ 
must  make  a  great  noise  in  the  world,  aqd  is,  at  this  time 
of  day,  a  pretty  extraordinary  performance  to  be  published 
in  England  with  the  author's  namet 

*'  I  have  just  finished  my  comment  on  the  92d.  Psalm ;  I 
am  getting  some  of  the  work  transcribed,  to  carry  with  me 
into  Kent,  by  way  of  specimen.  We  must  h^ve  much  talk 
on  the  subject  there,  where  I  hope  to  find  you  comfoitabiy 
settled  in  six  weeks  or  two  months..  O  !  may  the  day  come 
when  we  shall  think  no  more  of  journey ings  and  removals, 
but  sit  down  with  the  once«-so)ourning  Abr^am,  and  Jsaa^, 
and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  God !  for  whose  blessing  oi| 
you  and  yours,  now  and  evert  most  fervently  prayetb^ 

G.  H.^ 

P.  S.  To  this  letter  give  me  leave  to  subjoin  the  following 
anecdote: — ^Two  French  npblemen  were  dining  lately  vyith  a 
ivorthy  baronet  in  this  country ;  when  one  of  them  took  x\^ 
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liberty  of  conversing  loosely  on  sorfe  subjects  of  religion  ; 
the  other  reproved  atid  said,  "  Pray,  Sir,  forbear;  this  is  the 
sort  of  conversation  which  has  beeuour  ruio." 

1793,  Jug,  W.S. 


LXXIX.  From  CoL  Stedman  to  bis  Son, 

'  Mb.  Urban,  Jug.  20. 

The  following  letter,  which  I  met  with  by  accident,  was  * 
written  by  J.  G.  Stedman,  a  military  gentleman,  /when  dan- 
,gerously  ill,  to  be  delivered  after  his  death  to  his  son.  I 
have  communicated  it  to  you,  knowing  your  readiness  to 
insert  in  your  valuable  Repository  whatever  is  useful  The 
author  ot  it  survived,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  and  is 
about  tp  publish  an  expedition  of  five  years  to  Surinam. 

An  old  Correspondent. 

"  My  dear  John,  Jan.  14,  1787. 

^<  As  the  last  good  I  can  do  for  you  in  tliis  world,  I  join, 
to  the  trifles  I  leave  to  you,  these  few  directions,  which  I 
beg  of  you  to  read  for  my  sake,  who  always  loved  you. 
Above  all  things,  fear  God,  as  the  supreme  author  of  all 
good  ;  love  him  with  all  your  heart,  and  be  religious,  butde* 
test  every  tmcture  of  hypocrisy.     Regard  your  neighboui^ 
^  that  is,  *  all  mankind,  of  whatever  nation,    profession,  or 
faith,  while  they  are  honest ;  and  be  ever  so  yourself;  it  is 
the  best  policy  in  the  end,  depend  upon  it.     Guard  against 
indolence,  it  is  the  root  of  every  evil;  to  which  bad  com« 
pany  giVes  the  finishing  stroke.     Love  economy  without 
avarice,  and  be  ever  thyself  thy  best  friend.     Fly  from  in-, 
temperance  and  debauchery,  they  will  rot  thy  body  while 
they  will  be  a  canker  to  thy  mind :  to  keep  both  sound,  allow 
thyself  never  to  be  behind-hand  with  thy  corres)>ondentS9 
with  thy  creditors,  with  thy  daily  occupation,  and  thy  soul 
shall  enjoy  peace.     By  using  moderatcxiiet,  exercise,  and 
recreation,  thy  body  shall  possess  health  and  vigour.     Deaf 
John,  should  Fortune  frown,  which,  depend  upon  it,  she 
sometimes  will,    do  then  look  round  on  thousands  more 
wretched  than  thyself,  and  who,  perhaps, "did  less  deserve 
to  be  so,  and  be  content— contentment  is  better  than  gold. 
Wish  not  for  death,  because  it  is  a  sin;  but  scorn  to. fear  it: 
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be  prepared  for  it  each*  hour,  since  come  it  must;  while 
the  good  mirid  smiles  at  ^  its  sting,  and,  defies,  through 
Christ,  its  point.  Beware  of  passion  and  cruelty ;  the 
brjfvest  men  are  always  the  most  humane.  Rejoice  in  good- 
nature, not  only  to  man,  but  to  the  meanest  insect,  yea,  to 
the  whole  creation;  scorn  to  hurt  any.living  being  but  for 
thy  food. or  thy  defence.  To  be  cruel  is  the  portion  of  the 
coward ;  while  to  be  brave  and  humane  goes  Uaud-in-hand, 
and  pleases  God.  Obey  as  your  duty  those  who  are  set 
over  you;  since,  without  knowing  how  to  be  obedient,  none 
never  knew  how  to  command. 

"Now,  dear  boy,  love  Mrs.  Stedman  and  her  little 
children  frqm  yourheart,  if  ever  you  had  a  love  for  your 
dead  fatlier,  who  maue  this  request.  She  Uas  most  tenderly 
proved  a  help  in  thy  mfant  state;  whilst  tbou  art  a  brother 
to  her  helpless  little  ones,  prove  also  a  parenc  and  guardian 
by  your  kindness  and  conduct.  Let  your  good' sense  keep 
peace  and  harmony  in  my  dear  family;  then  shall  the  bless- 
ing of  Almighty  God  overspread  you  and  them,  and  we, 
together  witn  your  beloved  motaer,  my  dear  Johanna,  have 
a  chance  once  more  to  meet;  wi.en,  in  the  presence  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  and  merciful  bener'actor,  our  joy  and  hap- 
piness shall  be  eternal  and  complete,  which  is  the  ardent 
wish,  the  sincere  'prayer,  and  only  hope,  of  your  once  lov- 
ing father,  who,  my  dear  child,  when  you  read  this,  shatl 
be.no  more,  and  rests,  with  an  a^ectionate  heart  to  eternity, 
yours, 

J.  G.  Stedman. 


€t 


P.  S.  Let  not  your  grief  for  my  decease  overcome 

Let  yoiir  tears  flow  with  moderation,  and  trust  that  I 
»» 


yon.     Let  yoiir 
am  happy.'* 

1793,  Sept. 


LXXX.  Letterf  from  Charles  IL  and  Lord  Lauderdale  to  tb^ 
.  Earl  of  Northcsk,  relative  to  the  Marriage  of  Lord  Northesk's 
Daojrhter. 


'O' 


Mr.  Urbax,  Winchester,  Jan,  20. 

1  SEND  you  the  copies  of  two  original  letters  which  I  have 
lately  met  with,  and  which  the  subject,  the  style,  and  the 
authors  of  them,  will  recommend  ,  as  matter  of  curiosity, 
/tamany  of  your  readers.    The  former  of  these  letters  is  in 
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tlie  hand-writing  of  Charles  II.  the  latter,  in  that  of  hit 
minister,  Lord  Lauderdale.     They  are  both  addressed   to 
an  ancestor  of  the  present  Ear!  of  Northesk,  at  whose  seat, 
in  this  county,  called  Rose-hiil,  they  are  now  preserved. 
It  was  with  the  permission  of  that  nobJe  personage  that  t 
procured  the  present  copies  to  be  made  for  your  use;  in 
which  the  orthography  and  abbreviations   of  the  originals, 
are  strictly  preserved.     I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  spirited* 
lady  who  refused  to  take  a  husband  iat  the  ro3  al  recom-' 
ii>enciatioh,  as  soon  as  that  was  withdrawn,    married  him  fd^; 
his  own  merits;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  present   noble 
governor  of  Jersey,  is  in  a  direct  line,  the  fruit  of  that 
union. 

Yours,  &c. 

LETTER  L 

.1 
«  Whitehall,  Nov,  20,  1672.     ' 

*^  My  lord  Noothesk,  I  am  so  much  concerned  in  my  lord 
Balcarress,  that  heareing^he  is  in  suite  of  one  of  your 
daughters,  I  must  lett  you  know,  you  cannot  bestow  her 
upon  a  person  of  whose  worth  and  fidelity  1  have  a  better 
esteeme ;  which  moves  me  hastily  to  recommend  to  you, 
and  yo*K  lady,  your  f ran ck  compliance  with  his  designe, 
and  as  1  do  realy  intend'to  be  very  kinde  ta.him,  and  so  do 
hitn  good  as  occasion  offers,  as  well  for  his  father's  sake  as 
his  ovfne,  so  if  you  and  your  lady  condescend  to  his  pre- 
tention, aiid  use  him  kindly  in  it,  I  shall  take  it  very  kindly 
at  your  hands,  and  reckon  it  to  be  done  upon  theaccounte  of. 

Your  affectionate  friende, 

Charles  R.*' 

LETTER  IL 

<*  My  Lord,  "  Whiiehall^  Jan.  1 8,  1 672-3,  ' 

<*  Yesterday  I  received  yoVs  of  th/5  7th  instant,  and 
according  to  yo'r  desire  I  acquainted  the  King  with  it.  His 
Maj'ty  commanded  me  to  signify  to  you  tiiat  be  is  satisfyed, 
for  ashe  did  recom'end  that  marriage,  supposing  that  it  was 
jicceptable  to  both  parties,  so  he  did  not  intend  to  lay  any 
constraint  upon  you ;  therfor  he  leaves  you  to  dispose  of 
yo'r  daughter  as  you  please.  This  is,T>y  his  Maj'ties 
com'and  signified  to  your  lordship  by,  my  lord,  your  lord- 
ship's most  humble  servant, 

1794,  Jan.  Lauderpal^.*'  ' 
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LXXXL   From  Dr.  Johnson  on  the  Ikath  of  his  Wife. 

Mi^*  UrbIN,  Batk-^Bom^  tf^ordester^  Feb.  14. 

The  follbwifl^  letter  of  Dr.  Johnson  to  a  friend,  upon 
the  death  of  his  wife^  Mr.  Boswell,  in  his  biographical  ac- 
count of  that  truly  great  man,  supposes  to  be,  and  laments 
as  lost.  **The  areadful  shock  of  separation,"  says  he, 
**  took  place  on  the  8th.  and  he  (Dr.  Johnson)  immediately 
dispatched  a  letter  to  his  friend  the  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor,  which, 
as  Taylor  told  me,  expressed  grief  in  the  strongest  manner 
he  had  ever  read ;  so  that  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  it  has 
not  been  preserved." 

I  cannot  help  expressing  a  wish,^  that  Mr.  Bos\<rell*s  sen- 
timents respecting  the  fate  of  this  letter  had  been  more 
generally  known,  as  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  he  would  have 
received  copies  of  it  from  various  hands*  But,  though  it 
has  hitherto  eluded  his  researches,  and  the  discovery,  of  its 
existence  will  be  made  too  late  to  obtain  a  place  in  the  pre-* 
sent  edition  of  its  author's  life,  that  distinction,  perhaps^ 
may  be  conferred  upon  it  hereafter  in  the  next.  Till  it  shall 
be  wanting  for  that,  or  ^ome  other  literary  purposes,  you 
will  obligre  me  by  assigning  to  it  a  place  in  tne  archives  o/ 
the  Genueman^s  Magazine. 

Yours,  &c. 

Will.  Favlkn£r« 

«  — 

To  the  Rev.  Dn  Taylor. 

Deau  Sir,  March  17,  1752,  O,  S. 

NoTWitHSTAKDiNG  the  warnings  of  philosophers,  and  the 
daily  examples  of  losses  and  misfortunes  which  life  forces 
upon  us,  such  is  the  absorption  of  our  thoughts  in  the  busi«* 
ness  of  the  present  day — such  the  resignation  of  our  reason 
to  empty  hopes  of  future  felicity  ;—K)r  such  our  unwilling* 
hess  to  foresee  what  ,we  dread,  that  every  calamity  comes 
suddenly  upon  us,  and  not  only  presses  us  as  a  burthen, 
but  crusnes  as  a  blow. 

There  are  evils  which  happen  out  of  the  common  course 
of  nature,  against  which  it  is  no  reproach  not  to  be  provided. 
A  flash  of  lightning  intercepts  the  traveller  in  his  way*  The 
concussion  of  an  earthquake  heaps  the  ruin  of  cities 
upon*  their  inhabitants.    But  other  miseries  time  brings. 
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though  silently,  yet  visibly  forward,  by  its  own  lapse,  which 
yet  approach  unseen,  because  w.e  turn  our  eyes  away, 
and  seize  us  unresisted,  because  we  could  not  arm  ourselves 
against  them,  but  by  setting  them  before  us. 

That  it  is  in*  vain  to  shrink  from  wh^t  cannot  be  avoided, 
and  to  hide  that  from  ourselves  which  must  sometimes  "be  ' 
found,  is  a  truth  which  we  all  know,  but  which  all  neglect, 
and  perhaps  none  more  than  the  speculative  reasoner,  whose 
thoughts  are  always  from  home,  whpse  eye  wanders  over 
life,  whose  fancy  dances  afteV  meteors  of  happiness  I^indled 
by  itselfj  and  who  examines  every  thing  rather  than  his  owa 
state. 

Nothing  is  more  evident  than  that  the  decays  of  age 
must  terminate  in  death.  Yet  there  is  no  man  (says  Tully) 
who  does  not  believe  that  he  may  yet  U\'«  another  year ;  and 
there  is  none  who  does  not,  upon  the  same  principle,  hope 
another  year  for  his  parent  or  his  friend ;  but  the  fallacv 
will  be  in  time  detected ;  the  last  year,  the  last  day,  will 
come;  it  has  come,  and  is  past. — "The  life  which  made 
tty  own  life  pleasant  is  at  an  end,  and  the  gates  of  deatli 
are  shut  upon  my  prospects.'^ 

The  loss  of  a  friend  on  whom  the  heart  was  fixed,  to 
whom, every  wish  and  endeavour  tended,  is  a  state  of  deso- 
lation in  which  the  mind  looks  abroad  impatient  of  itself^ 
•nd  finds  nothing  but  emptiness  and  horror.  The  blameless 
life — the  artless  teoderness — the  pious  simplicity — the 
modest  resignation — the  patient   sickness,    and  the  quiet , 

death, — ^are  remembered  onlv  to  add  value  to  the  loss 

to  aggravate  regret  for  what  cannot  be  amended -to 

deepen  sorrow  for  what  cannot  be  recalled. 

These  are  the  calamities  by  which  providence  graduallv^ 
disengages  us  from  the  love  of  life.  Other  evils  fortitude  may 
repfel,  or  hope  may  mitigate;  but  irreparable  privation 
leaves  nothing  to  exercise  resolution,  or  flatter  expectation. 
The  dead  cannot  return,  and  nothing  is  left  us  here  but  Ian- 
guishment  and  grief. 

Yet  such  is  the  course  of  nature,  that  whoever  lives  long 
must  outlive  those  whom  he  loves  and  honours.  Such  is  the 
condition  of  our  present  existence,  that  life  njust  one  time 
lose  its  associations,  and  every  inhabitant  of  the  earth  must 
walk  downward  to  the  grave  alone  and  unregarded,  without 
any  partner  of  his  joy  or  grief,  without  any  interested  wit- 
ness of  his  misfortunes  or  success.  Misfortunes^  indeed  he 
may  yet  feel,  for  where  is  the  bottom  of  the  misery  of  man  ! 
But  what  is  success  to  htm  who  has  none  to  enjoy  it  ? 
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Happiness  is  not  found  in  self-contemplation ; — it  is  peiteitefdl 
only  when  it  is  reflected  from  anoUier. 

We  know  little  of  the  state  of  departed  souls,  because 
such  knowledge  is  not  necessary  to  a  good  life.  Reason 
deserts  us  at  the  brink  of  the  grave,  and  gives  no  farthei* 
intelligence.  Revelation  is  not  wholly  silent  "  There  is 
joy  ii*  the.  angels  of  heaven  over  a  sinner  that  repenteth." 
And  surely  this  joy  is  not  incommunicable  to  souls  disentan- 
gled from  the  body,  and  made  like  angels. 

Let  the  hope,  therefore,  dictate  wliat  revelation  does  not 
confute — tha^  the  union  of  souls  may  still  remain ;  and  that 
we  who  are  struggling  with  sin,  sorrow,  and  infirmities^ 
mav  have  our  part  in  the  attention  and  kindness  of  those 
who  have  finished  their  course,  and  are  now  receiving  their 

reward. 

These  are  the  great  occasions  which'  force  the  mind  to 
take  refuge  in  religion.  When  we  have  no  help  in  our- 
selves,- what  can  remain  but  that  we  look  up  to  a  higher 
and  a  greater  power  ?  and  to  what  hope  may  we  not  raise 
our  ey^s  and  hearts,  when  we  consider  that  the  greatest 
power  is  the  best  ? 

Surely  there  is  no  man  who,  thus  afHicted,  does  not  seek 
succour  in  the  Gospel,  which  has  brought  life  and  immor- 
tality to  light!  The  precepts  of  Epicurus,  which  teaph  us 
to  endure  what  the  laws  of  the  universe  make  necessaryi 
may  silence  but  not  content  us.  The  dictates  of  Zeno^ 
who  commands  us  to  look  with  indifference  on  abstract 
things,  may  dispose  us  to  conceal  our  sorrow,  but  cannot 
assua^'e  it.  Real  alleviation  of  t^e  loss  of  friends,  and 
rational  tranquillity  in  the  prospect  of  our  own  dissolution, 
c»n  be  received  only  from  the  promise  of  him  in  whose 
hands  ave  life  and  death,  and  from  the  assurances  of  ano-p 
.  therand  better  state,  in  which  all  tears  will  be  wiped  from 

our  eyes,  and  the  whole  soul  shall  be  filled  with  joy. " 

Philosophy  may  infuse  stubbornness,  but  religion  only  can 
give  patience. 

1794.,  Ftb.  ^AM.  Johnson. 


LXXXII.  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  to  the  Earl  of  Bucban. 

Mr.  Urban;  Dryburgh  Abhey^  July  12. 

The  very  long  intermission  of  my  correspondence  with 
you,   has   been  owing  to  my  particular  engagements  in 
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Dr.  Franktin  to  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  Mi 

literature,  which  have  prevented  rtie  from  contributing  to 
J'our  useful  undertaking.  Bein^  of  bpinion,  that  the  wide 
dissemination  and  extention  of  useful  knowledge  in  both 
sexes,  in  all  ages  and  rank9,  ought  to  be  the  primary  ob* 
ject  of  every  friend  to  hunnanity,  I  have  uniformly,  with  my 
iiliistrious  friend  the  great  Washington,  been  a  promoter  of 
cheap  and  well-digested  periodical  publications.  I  have,  for 
three  or  four  years  pastj  furnished  a  good  deal  of  matter  for 
Dr.  Anderson^s  journal  in  Scotland,  called  the  Bee ;  which, 
from  som«  difficulties  in  the  circulation  of  it,  has  b^en 
lately  suspended  by  the  Editor.  Just  attachment  to  my 
own  country  induced  me  td  give  a  preference  to  that  Jout* 
nal;  but  now,  finding  myself  disengaged,  I  chearfully  re- 
assmne  my  literary  connexion  with  the  Gentleman's  Maga- 
eioe,  that  truly  chaste  and  respectable  Repository  of  eru« 
dite  and  useful  information. 

As  a  beginning,  I  send  you  a  truly  interesting  letter  of  the 
worthy  Dr.  Franklin.  Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  can  more  surely 
tend  to  produce  peace,  industry,  and  happiness,  in  Britain^ 
thin  an  ihterchange  of  citizens  with  congenial  America ; 
and  whoever  discourages  that  interchange  must  be  con- 
lidered  as  no  friend  to  the  happiness  of  either  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  or  the  interests  of  humanity  at  large. 

America  presents  a  country  foundeo  upon  pure  principles 
of.Christian  charity,  and  untainted  morality  as  flowing  from 
that  charity,  such  as  the  world  never  before  exhibited.  She, 
therefore,  offers  to  the  reflecting  and  inquisitive  mind  con- 
siderations and  hopes  that  enter  deep  and  far  into  a  happier 
futurity.  lam,  Sir,  with  esteem,  ypur  obedient  humble 
•ervant, 

BcciUN, 

Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Minister  Extraordinary  and  Plenipo- 
tentiary from  the  United  States  of  America  to  France, 
to  the  Earl  of  Buchan. 

"My  Lord,      ^  Passj/y  March  17,  1783. 

"I  RECEIVED  the  letter  your  Lordship  did  me  the 
honour  of  writing  to  me  the  18th  past;  and  am  much* 
oHiged  by  your  kind  congratulations  on  the  return  of  peace, 
which  I  hope  will  be  lasting. 

*^  With  riegard  to  the  t^rms  on  which  lands  may  be  ac- 
quired in  America,  and  the  manner  of  beginning  new  set- 
tlemeHtft  on  them,  I  camiot  give  better  information  than 
B^ay  be  found  in  a  book  lately  printed  at  London,  un4^r 

vou  HI.  o 


I 
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{§4  Dr,  Daddriige  to  Bishop  Hildeste^i 

^oine  such  title  as  "  Letters  from  a  Pennsylvanian  Farmer," 
by  Hector  ^t.  John.  The  only  encouragement  we  bold 
put  to  strangers  aLte^agood  climate^  frrliUsoil^  wholesoine air 
and  water,  plenty  of  proroisions^nd  fueL  good  pay  for  Iqbour^ 
kind  neighbours^  good  laws,,  and  a  heartutcelcayne.  T&erest 
depends  on  a  man's  own  industry  and  virtue..  Lands  are 
cheap,  but  they  nriiYst  be  bought.  All  settlements  are  under- 
taken at  private  expence ;  the  public  contributes  nothing 
but  defence  and  justice:  I  have  long  observed  of  your 
people,  that  their  sobriei:y,  frugahty,  industry,  and  honesty, 
seldom  fail  of  success  in  America,  and  of  proc^^•iug  them  a 
good  establishtnent  araobg  us,  . 

**^  I  do  not  recollect  the  circumstance  you  are  pleased  to 
mention,  of  my  having  saved  a  citizen  at  St.  Andrew's  by 
giving  a  turn  to  his  disorder;  and  I  am  curiouis  to  know 
what  the  disorder  was,  and  what  the  advice  I  gave  whici 
proved  so  salutary*.  With  great  regard,  I  have  the  honouT 
to  be,  my  LoFd,i^your  Lordship's  most  obedient  and  most 
bumble  servant, 

1794,  Ji//y.  -  B.  Franklin." 


«•*<■ 


LXXXIIL  From  Dr.  Doddridge  to  Bishop  Hildesley. 

Mr.  Urban,  '  Chelsea^  uiperil  22. 

Through  the  kindness  *of  my  valued  relation,  Mr.  Gi- 
berne,  the  following  letter  has  fortunately  beeh  rescued 
from  oblivion.  He  found  it  by  accident,  amongst  various 
other  papers  that  fell  to  him  of  Mr.  (stfterwards  Dr.)  Mark 
Hildesley,  late  bishop  of  Sod  or  and  Man.  At  the  time  when 
the  letter  was  written,  .it  appears,  that  Mr.  Hildesley  was 
the  rector  of  Hoi  well,  in  Bedfordshire,  a  living  presented 
to  him  by  R.  Radcliffe,  Esq.  who  had  a  singul^-r  respect  for 
his  many  amiable  and  engaging  qualitiles^  and  always  called 
him  Father  Hildesley. 

The  character,  both  of  the  excellent  prelate  and  of  hit 
most  respectable  correspondent,  Dr.  Philip  DoddiMge,  can 
^ever  fail  to  be  esteemed,  so  long  as  piety  and  souud  learn- 
ing retain  their  just  value  in  our  land. 

The  Autograph  of  the  letter  is  inclosed,  for  your  satisfac- 


«|M«*>«w.Um^«* 
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*  It  iiras^a  fever  in  which  the  Earf  of  Buchan,  then  lord  CaMr688,'Uy  w\ 
tft  St  Andrew's;  and  the  advice  was^  not  to  blister  cccording  to  the  old  pnwv 
tice  and  the  opinion  of  the  learned  Dr.  Thomw  Sinisoa^  brother  oC  th«  tf^ 
Wated  geometrician  at  Glasj^w.      B.  .  , 


Hr.  Doddridge  to  Bishop  Hildeslejf.  i§$ 

ffein;  and  jroti  are  requested  to  return  it  to  me  at  your  lei-* 
lure**  I  make  it  to  offeriDg  to  your  Miscellany^  as  the  best 
iDeatis  of  renderirig  it  permanently  useful ;  aod  allow  ine 
to  add,  that  the  task  of  communicating,  to  the  literary 
and  pious;  «^orld  so  acceptable  a  tribute  givesr  no  small  plea* 
Mire  to 

YourS)  &c. 

Wm.  BUTLfik- 

•  '^ 

Nirrikdinpion,  Oct.  12^  1749. 

tlEVEltCY^b  AND  X>EAit  SiR, 

.  How  shall  I  sufficiently  thank  you  for  the  candor,  con* 
Sescensionj  and  friendship,  yon  have  been  pleased  to  ex* 
toress  to  me,  in  that  very  obliging  letter  which  the  last  post 
brought  me  ?  Straitened,  as  1  always  am,  for  time,  I  could 
not  persuade  myiself  to  delay  acknowledging  it  by  the  first  ^ 
opportunity.     Accept,^    I  beseech  youj    the  tribute  of  a 
grateful  heart, — which  finds  itself  sensibly  cheered  by  such 
expressions  of  your  regard,-^from  your  poor  fellow-servant^ 
^0  does  not  esteem  you  the  less  his  brother,  nor  feel  the 
less  of  a  fraternal  love  to  you,  on  account  of  any  diversity 
of  forms,  and  ^hat  are  called  party  distinctions.     But  I  re- 
joice to  be  assisted  and  supported  by  gentlemeii  of  your 
character  and  station,  in  my  cordial  though  feeble  endea-* 
Vours  to  spread  the  spirit  of  true,  catholic,  vital  Christianity; 
and  to  root  outj  as  much  as  possible,  that  sourjeaven  of  bi- 
gotry and  faction^  which  is,  under  all  denominations,  too 
ready  to  insinuate   itself,   to   the   dishonour  of  our  great 
Master,  and  the  lamentable  detriment  of  his  family.     But, 
blessed  be  God  !  J  hope  it  begins  to  be  expelled ;  and  many 
fexcellent  persons,  m  the  establishment  as  well  as  the  sepa- 
ration^ have  shewn  so  amiable  a  disposition  to  unite  in  bonds 
of  mutual  respect  and  friendship, — while  diversity  of  forms    , 
continues, — that  I  look  upon  it  as  a  happy  proof  of  th« 
prevalency  of  real  religiortj  in  some  considerable  degree, 
ind  a  blessed  omen  of  its  more  abundant  prosperity. 
I  think  it  a  great  honour  to  my  writings  to  nave  been  ap- 

f proved  by  so  ingenious  and  worthy  a  person  as  Mr.  Hildes- 
ey ;  an  honour  which  I  desire  to  lay  down,  with  all  humble 
gratitude,  at  the  foot  of  him  from  whom  every  capacity  of. 
«ervice,  and  every -instance  of  acceptance  and  success  pro- 
ceeds. Wheii  I  consider — I  speak  it  from  my  heart — how 
Very  much  inferior  I  am  in  all  kinds  of  knowledge  and  fur- 
niture to  many  of  my  contemporariesj  among  different  bor 
<li«s  of  men,  I  hav^' often  wondered  at  the  kind  receptipq. 
fty  writings  iiave  received  in  one  place  »nd  another  j  and^ 
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hare  been  astonished  to  observe  the  hand  of  firovideftcc 
t^aisjng  tip  friends  and  patrons  to  them  where  I  could  not  at  all 
hive  expected  or  imagined  it*  You,  dear  Sir,  are  one  instance 
of  this ;  there  are  others  in  thfe  Established  Church  at  home, 
and  some  abroad,  in  Holland  and  Germany,  as  well  as  our 
Plantations ;  and  this  to  such  a.degree,  as  to  have  pro<Uiced, 
wilat  no  man  ever  less  dreamt  of,i-^eleemosynary  editions  of 
some,  and  translations  of  others.  And,  if  I  know  my  own 
heart,  it  is  not  from. the  little  vanity  of  having  an  insignifi- 
cant name  repeated  sometimes,  by' I  kno^notwhom^  but 
from  better  principles,  that  this  has  been  and  is  the  joy  of 
my  heart,  and  a  great  encouragement  to  go  on  with  my  en- 
deavours, such  as  they  are.  And  oh,  that  Divine  Grace 
may  take  occasion  to  glorify  itself  in  the  weakness  and  un- 
worthihess  of  the  instrument!  In  this  view,  my  generous 
friend,— for  so  I  will  presume  to  call  you, — I  earnestly  en- 
treat your  prayers ;  and  wiiLdetain  you  no  longer  than  while 
I  answer  that  part  of  yours,  in  which  you  are  so  good  as  to 
inquire  what  I  have  written,  and  what  1  am  now  about 

The  pieces,  of  any  size,  that  I  have  published  are,  the 
three  volumes,  of  "The  Family  Expositor;"  four  sermons 
on  Edi^cation  ;  seven  to  Young  Persons ;  ten  on  the  Power 
and  Grace  of  Christ,  and  Evidences  of  the  Gospel,;  ten  on 
Regeneration  ;  "  The  Rise  and  Progress  of  Religion;"  and 
;the  ^*  Memoirs  of  Colonel  Gardiner :"  translations  of  all 
which  are  chiefly  by  means  of  one  man, — who,  till  of  late, 
never  saw  me, — either  published  in  some  foreign  language, 
or  ready  for  the  press*  To  these  have  'been  added  the  fol- 
lowing detached  pieces,  .several  of  which  are  now  out  of 
print,  and  probably  will  continue  sA:  "  Free  Thoughts  on 
4;he  State  of  the  Dissenting  Interest;"  three  Letters  to  the 
author  of  *' Chrifittiaiiity  not  founded  on  Argument;**  two 
sermons  on  Salvation  by  Grace ;  single  sermons,  or  tracts, 
on  the  following  subjects,  viz.  the  Funeral  of  Colonel  Gar- 
diner, and  of  Mr.  Norris  (the  last  on  Enoch's  translation); 
the  Deaths  of  Children ;  the  Care  of  the  Soul ;  against  Per- 
secution ;  the  Character  of  a  Gospel  Minister,  at  Mr.  John- 
ston's ordination ;  the  Evil  of  neglecting  Souls,  at  Ketter- 
ing; Charge  at  Mr.  Tozer's  ordination;  ditto  at  Mr.  Jen- 
nings's ;  Fast  Sermon,  at  the  beginning  of  the  War;  Thanks-  ' 
giving,  for  the  retreat  of  the  Rebels ;  Thanksgivingj  for  thp 
Peace;  Letter  to  Soldiers;  Sermon  on  Compassion  to  the 
Sick ;  Account  of  Mr.  Steffe's  Life ;  Funeral  Sermon  for 
-Mr.  Shepherd;  Christ's  Invocation;  Speech  at  Mr.  New- 
man's Grave  ;  Sermon  on  the  fire  at  Weilingbocougb ;  and 
.Principle  of  Religion,  in  verse,   for  the  use  of  eliiidfeft. 
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Aiid  I  will  venture  to  mention  to  you  two  letters  to  jbe  Pro- 
testants of  the  United  Provinces,  just  at  the  crisis  of  their 
affairs^,  which  were  published  in  French,  but  never  in  En- 
glish, Perhaps  I  never  wrote  any  thing  with  so  much  effect 
as  the  former  of  them. 

As  t6  works  now  in  hand,  the  chief,  beyond  coniparifon, 
is,  the  three  last  yolnmes  of  the  Expositor;  tlie  first  copy 
of  which  is  prepared,  and,  should  I  die,  would  probably 
be  printed,  having  been  reviewed  and  corrected  by  me; 
though  I  intend  to  transcribe  it,  and  hope  to  have  finished 
the  mir  copy  of  the  first  volume,  i  e,  the  fourth  of  the  work, 
by  Midsummer;  a  large  collection  of  Scriptural  Hymns;  a 
volume  of  Sacramental  Meditations ;  four  dissertations  on 
critical  subjects,  viz.  Jewish  Proselytes,  Sin  Offerings, 
Trespass  Offerings,  and  the  Cher^m.  Besides  some  little 
pieces ;  such  as,  a  Letter  on  Family  Prayer,  which  I  am 
jost  sending  to  the  press ;  two  Sermons  on  Union  among 
Christians,  from  Phil.  ii.  1,  2  ;  Sermons  on  working  out  our 
Salvation  with  Fear  and  Trembling ;  and  some  others,  which 
may,  perhaps,  if  I  live  to  dispatch,  what  I  have  mentioned,* 
make  two  octavos.  And  it  is  probable,  that,  after  my 
death,*  there  will  be, published  my  course  of  pneumatolo- 
gical,  ethical,  and  theological  lectures;  and,  perhaps,  lec- 
tures on  preaching,  and  the  pastoral  care.  • 

Thus,  Sir,  you  have  the  most  particular  ])lan  that  any  man 
has,  of  njy  intended  labours  for  the  press ;  and  1  beseech 

i^ou  to  pr^y,  that,  if  the  execution  of  these  dt  signs  may 
>e  for  the"  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  the  Church,  it 
nasty  please  God  to  spare  my  life,  and  confirm  my  health, 
that  I  may  be  able  to  finish  them;  and  that  whatever  has 
been  done,  or  may  be  done,  may  be  crowned  with  his 
blessing,  on  which  all  depends.  To  that,  Sir,  I  most  cor- 
dially recommend  you,  in  your  important  sphere  ;  heartily 
praying  that  God  may  animate,  direct,  and  succeed  you  in 
all  your  attempts  to  promote  religion  in  the  large,  and,  I 

{ersuade  myself,  very  happy,  society  under  your  care.  And 
concliide  with  assuring  you,  that,  should  Providence  ev^r 
bring  you  into  these  parts,  your  company  will  be  esteemed' 
ft  great  favour  by^  Reverend  and  dear  Si rj  your  affectionr 
ftke  though  uowx)rthy  Ui'other,  and  much  obliged,  humble  . 
»erv^nt, 

P.  Doddridge^  . 


■«■ 


*  This  happened  at  Lisbon,  whitlier  he  went  for  the  recovery  of  bis  liealth, 
•ntt)e2§th  of  October,  l'75l,  at  the  age  of  49  years  and  4  mouthS|  about 
iwo  years  fjrom  jthe  date  of  the  «bove  letter, 
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\9B         Letters  from  Doctors  Sildeslet/,  Ilaiesj  iCc. 

I  shall  always  b<e  glad  to  hear  of  so  kind  a  friend ;  but 
hope  you  will  pardon  me,  if,  an^dst  my  varipas  engage-* 
ments,  I  prove,  as  I  do  jto  the  best  friends  I  have  m  the 
world,  a  very  bad  correfipcmdeDt. 

I79*t  May.  P.  J>. 


1 

LXKXIV.  Letters  from  Ikictor?  Hildesley^  IIales«  Leland,  aii^ 

Mr.  Samuel  Richardspn. 

Me;  Urban,  Chelsea,  June  30. 

The  ready  attention  with  which  you  inserted  in  your  Maga? 
zine  Dr.  Doddridge's  letter  to  Dr.  Hildesley,  is  not  unnoticed 
My  friend  Mr.  Gibeme,  no  less  tiian  myself,  feels  encour 
raged  €b  add  the  following,  which  be  reserved  from  amidst 
many  others:  and  to  see  them  in  the  list  of  your  penna;: 
nent  publication  will  be^a  circumstance  of  satisfaction  tp 
us  both. 

To  collect  a  set  of  ipedals,  gr  of  ancient  portraits^  has,  at 
times,  been  the  ea^er  pursuit  of  ingenious  and  good  men. 
What  I  how  forward  to  you  are  not  unworthy  of  the  like^re- 
gard;  and  to  cla$s  on  the  same  line  a  Hildesley,  a  Richard^ 
^on,  a  Hales,  and  a  Leland,  is  to  fqrm  a  constellation  of  no 
prdinary  lustre.  They  were  all  of  the  benign  aspect;  they 
did  not  live  in  vairi ;  tliey  speak  forcibly,  and  from  the 
iheart;  and  thus  once  mpre  e:i^hibit  a  proof  pf  the  old  an^ 
liniinating  adage : 

Great  souls  by  instinct  to  each  other  turn. 
Demand  allianqe,  and  in  friendship  foi|rn. 

'   *  .  ■  » '  * 

The  good  bishop's  two  lettjei's,  and  the  narrative  of  bit 
last  illness  and  decease,  seemed  too  interesting  to  be  omit-^ 
ted.  Such  of  these  papers  as  you  prefer,  or  all  of  them,  if 
approved,  are  at  your  service.  They  '4ire  geniiine;  the 
priginals  lar6  here  mqlosed  for  your  infection;  and  I  gife 
them  to  your '  readers,  that,  like  my  relation"  an^  myself^ 
ihey  may  be  at  once  ajpused  and  advantaged. 

Yours^ 

Wit.  BUTLEK. 


JLiiters  from  Doctors  Hildcslej/,  Hales,  4f<\  199 

LETTER  I. 

Pr,  Hildcsley  to  the  Miss  Ithells. 

ffitchhiy  \3  Dec.  1754. 

NoTHtNG  could  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  of  intruding  a 
book  upon  the  ladies  at  the  Temple — who,  I  donbt  not,  are 
amply   furnished  with  choice  of  the  best  of  every  kind — 

•but  my  thorough  persuasion,  that  what  I  here  presume  to 
recommend  to  t,heir  perusal  will  be  quite  acceptable  to 
them. 

If  this  be  looked  upon  as  a  compliment,  I  can  only  say, 
}t  is  a  just  one.  It  js  too  sure,  that,  in  this  age  of  yariety 
of  self-flying  engagements,  there  are  not  ojauy  to  be  £ounia 

'  who  have  a  relistrfor  such  sublime  and  spiritual  enjoyments 
^s  these  "Meditations'*  are  capable  of  affording.  It  gives 
nje  great  pleasure  to  think  how  ihuch  you  will  both  rejoice 
in  them ;  and  how  ready  you  will  be  to  say,  with  Dr.  Young, 
and  some  others  who  admire  them,  that  '^  they  should  never 
be  far  out  of  our  reach/'. 

Were  this  world  and  its  contents  designed  for  our  chief 
end  and  happiness,  right  it  might  seem  to  be  as  anxious, 
^nd  solicitous,  and  eager,  as  we  see  the  generality  of  its 
votaries  are, — to  obtain  and  pursue  the  gratifications  pecu- 
liar to  our  animal  fram^  and  mortal  condition.  But,  if  our 
true  and  permanent  felicity  is  to  be  had  and  sought  else-f 
where,  namely,  in  a'  state  as  different  as  earth  is  from 
heaven,  and  time  from  eternity ;  if  the  close  of  a  few  more 
revolutions  pf  the  same  sort  of  ui^satisfying  days,  months, 
and  years,  we  have  already  past,  will  instant:ly  convince  us 
of  this  difference,  when  it  will  avail  us  little  to  remember 
what  degree  or  sts^tion  of  life  we  haye  filled  here,  but  what 
we  have  known,  and  done,  of  the  will  of  hini  that  placed 

.  psin.it;  [then]  froip  thes^  cowsiderations  we^  are  naturally 
led  to  think,  farther,  tha^  as  .sure  as  God  is  a  spirit,,  the 
joys  of  heaven  must  be  spiritual;  tliat- even  our  bodies,  with 
which  we  are  to  arise,  are  to  b.e  spirituahsed, — for,  flesh 
and  blooJ  cannot  inherit,  cannot  partake,'or  have  any  "sense 
of,  the  delights  of  the  kingdom  purchased  by  the  blood  of 
Christ.  ,  '    ' 

,.  What,  then,  must  needs  be  the  truest  wisdom  .of  a  ra* 
tional  thinking  creature,  but  to  provide  ia  earnest  for 
this  certain  inevitable  change !  that  it  may  be,  with  all  ad- 
vantage, to  eternity  ?  But  alas !  how  few  are  there  so  wise 

O  4 
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and  so  thinking !  If  those  I  am  now  writing  to  arc, — as  I 
conceive  they  are,^ — of  the .  number  of  the  few,  I  have  my 
^nd  in,  and  shall  tieed  no  apology,  for  this  address.  My 
incapacity,  which  h^^s  of  late  increased,  of  being  so  useful 
to,  and  conversant  with,  the  family  I  the  most  revere  of  any 
under  my  charge,  has  been  one  inducement  to  this  unusnal 
manner  of  application  to  them,  of  which  I  promise  myself 
their  candid  and  fs^vourable  acceptance  ;  and  subscribe, 
with  my  earnest  prayers  for  their  imprpvement  and  perse- 
verance in  whatever  may  tend  to  their  everlasting  welfare, 
Mr.  and  the  Miss  Ilbeli^s  sincerely  obedient  and  obliged 
bumble  servant, 

M,   HlLDESLEY.  « 

♦^*  The  above  letter,  or  perhaps  the  unknown  yolum* 
irofe^edto,  is  thus  superscribed; 

To 
my  worthy    . 
and 
Jlighly-esteemed  parishioners^ 
.       i  Elizabeth  ) 
Mrs^  <      and      >  Itbell, 
I   Mai^tha  V 
these  Meditations 
are  humblv  presented 

tbeir  obedient  and  faithful  paator, 

M.a 


LETTER  II. 

Mr.  S,  Eicbardson,    author  of   Clarissa,    Grahdison,    and 

Pamela,  to  a  Lady. 


Madam, 


London^  Jan*  10,  1757. 


I  AM  very  sorry  that  the  bishop  says,  '*  He  dare  not  call 
me  his  friend/'  No  one, living  could  value  the  good  Vicatr 
of  Hitchin  more  than  I  did,  tor  the  sake  of  bi^i  character, 
before  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  visited  by  him  as  Bishop  of 
Man ;  and  most  heartily  I  congratulated  in  my  mind  the 

fieople  committed  tQ  his  charge,  on  their  happiness  not  su£" 
ering  by  their  change. 

To  myself,  in  the  letters  he  favoured  me  with,  I  alwaysf 
thought  him  toQ  condescending,  too  humblej  and  is  ^e  not  ^ 
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in  the  notice  be  takes  of  me  in  the  .paper  before,  me  ?  I 
thoiight  myself  veiy  happy  in  meeting,  at  the  same  inn  at 
Bamet,  the  good  Mr.  Hiliiesley,  on  his  return  from  Kent. 
Dr.  Young  dined  with  me  there ;  and  it  was.  with  regret 
that  I  could  not  engage  him  to  do  so  too :  but  he  had  too 
good  reasons  to  deny  me  that  pleasure.  My  businass  iajr 
always  heavy  upon  me.  I  never,  in  two  or  three  years 
could  make  a  visit  to  Dr.  Young  of  more  than  three  qr  four 
days,  out  and  in;  but,  had  I  known  ths^t  the  good  Vicar  of 
Hitchin  had  formed,  but  half  a  wish  to  see  me  there,  I 
would  have  got  Dr.  Young  (both  gentlemen  respecting  each 
other  ffreatly)  to  have  shewed  me  the  way. 

1  had  the  favour  of  a  visit,  at  my  bouse  in  town,  from  hfli 
lordship ;  and,  meeting  him  afterwards  in  the  street,  I  knew 
that  he  was  in  town  preparing  for  his  diocese ;  and  if  I  for- 
get not,  I  was  led  to  hope  tor  another  visit  before  his  de^  . 
parture.  But  little  did  I  know  that  his  lordship  was  six  whole 
weeks  in  town,  while  my  business  led  me  so  pear  him;  if  I 
had,  I  should  have  ht^ld  myself  inexcusable  not  to  have 
paid  my  duty  to  him  in  all  that  time. 

I  have  a  very  sincere  respect  for  this  worthy  prelate.  He 
has  an  amiable  aspect,  aqd  a  chearfuln^ess  in  his  manner,  . 
that  seemed  to  me  an  assurance  that  all  was  right  within.  I 
had  interested  myself  in  his  wejfare,  and  should  have  re^ 
joiced  in  an  account  of  it,  in  his  new  settlement  His  lord-  ' 
ship  is  very  good  to  me,  in  his  kind  promise  not  to  free 
me,  in  future,  occasionally,  from  what  he  calls  his  intru*- 
sions.  He  has  not,  anywhere,  a  more  sincere  well-wisher. 
I  should  take  it  for  a  favour  to  be  considered  by  so  worthy  a 
divine  as  more  than  an  acquaintance.  , 

Manv  happy  returns  of  the  season  attend  your  ladyship^ 
and  all  you  love,  prays,  madam,  ypur  most  faithful  amt 
obliged  servant, 

S.  Richardson.  ' 

.  ■  - ,  ■     * 

LETTER  ni. 

Dr.  Stephen  Hales*  to  Bishop  Hildesley. 

1  ■  ...  .    . 

MvoooDLonn,     /  TeddingtonyMaylSjllsn, 

I  AM  niuch  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  letter  of  April  1  ] , 

*  IVritten,  at  fourscore !  in  a  clear,  but  shaking  haod.  '*  Bleyt  with  se- 
renity of  miod,  and  an  excellent  eonstitution,  he  attained  to  the  age  of  84 
years,  and  died,  after  a  «bort  UlaeH,  Jan,  4j  |761«'*    Se^  fiio^r.  i>ict.  in  It 
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and  for  the  favourable  reception  of  my  book;  in  ^hich  I 
boj>e  there  arc  many  things  of  so  great  benefit  to  roan^ 
kind  as  will  hereafter  have  a  considerable  infiuence  on  the 
affairs  of  the  world  for  the  better,  especially  in  relation  to 
those  Drtighty  destroyers,  drams ;  and  that,'  not  only  of  the 
lives,  but  «ilso  of^the  morals  of  mankind.  With  a  view  to 
M'hich  I  have  sent  sixteen  of  this  book,  with  its  first  part,  to 
5?everal  nations  of  Europe,  especially  the  more  northern,  as 
Jar  as  to  Petersburg;  aiid  am.  just  ^ing  to  reprint  the  fii-st 
part,  so  much  abbreviated  as  to  bmd  i^j)  well  vvith  the  se- 
cond part  in  one  six-shilHng  book:  pririqipally  with  a  view 
to  send  two  or  three  hundred  of  ihem,  at  the  first  oppor-* 
tunities,  to  all  our  colonies  in  America,  from  the  southern 
to  the  most  northern. 

A^  the  late  occasional  partial  restraint  took  its  rise  from 

the  great  scarcity  of  corn,  I  cannot  forbear  looking, upon  it 

as  a  great  blessing  from  him,  who  in  the  midst  of  judgmeni 

remembers  mercy  \  for)  the  happy  event  has  been  the  almo$t 

half  curing  of  the    unhappy  drammi'sts. '  'The  reason  why 

^fielf'-abuse  of  every' kind  seepcjs  to   be  paramount  to  tha 

pow^r  of  human  laws  is,  that  we  have  lost  all  discipline  in 

church  and  state,  as  the  late  excelljbht  Bishop- of  London 

observed  in  his  last  charge  to  us  clergy  in  St/Martin's  church;; 

whence  he  inferred,  that  the  parochial  clergy  ought  there-t 

fore  to  exert  themselves  with  the  more  zeai  ih  their  paro-t 

.chial  duties.  "      . 

As  to  vour  observation,  Hisit  I  have  lived  to  80  without 
qrams,  it  puts  me  in  mind  of  an  observation  of  the  late  Bi'^ 
shop  Berkeley,  viz.  that  ^*  there  was,  in  every  district,  a 
tough  drammist,  who  was  the  devil's  decoy,  to  draw  Q^bers 

in.. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  open  public  testimopy  that  I  har^i 

for  thirty  years  past  borne  agaii)st  draois,  in  eleven  different 

books  or  newspapersV  has  been  matter  of  greater  satisfaction 

to  me  tjian  if  I  were  assured,  tiat  the  means  I  have  pro-i 

posed  to  uvoid  noxious  ?iir  ^ouid  occasion  the  prolonging 

the  health  and  lives  of  an  hundred  millions  of  p^^rsons. 

I  have  here  inclosed  ^  very  useful  receipt  for  making  yeast, 

which  Mr.  Prifigle,  surg;eaR  to  the  first  regiment  of  Guards,^ 

gave  me,  which  I  published  in  the  newspapers  the  beginning 

of  last  March,  and  which  is  probably  in  the  Magazines, 

•'^vhere  I  -fuess  yoq  may  have  jseen  it.    Bat,  for  gres^ter  c.er- 

tunty,  I  senid  it,  and,  with  '\U  ^hat  I  did  not  see  till  I  was 

cutting  the  receipt  out  of  Lloyd's' Chronicle,  viz.  the  qnery^ 

**  Whether  it  be  right  for  trq^^'  serious  peif^^ns  to  visit  oa 

§^ndays  V  ' 
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'  As  to  your  aueries  on  the  causes  of  the  scurvy ;  as  we'  are 
fvrought  out  or  materials  that  haye  a  strong  tendency  to  pu- 
trefaction; and  as  the  scurvy  is  a  putrid  malady,  the  pnnci? 
pal  causes  of  it  in  ships  are  the  very  putrid  air  and  water 
which  they  there  breathe  and  drink.  Another  cause  is  the,' 
|ong-saLted  flesh  which  they  eat;  which,  though  it  does  not 
appear  putrid  to  the  taste  and  spnell,  yet  is  just  on  the  bor- 
ijers  of  putrefaction,  as  appears  by  the  following  juiliciou? 
.experiment,  which  Dr.  Addington  told  me  he  had.  made, 
viz.  he  put  into  a  glass  of  water  a  piece  of  salted  beef  fit  tq 
i)oiij  and;  into  a  like  quantity  of  water,  he  put  a  piece  of 
fresh,  raw,  unbaked  beef,  when  he  observed  the  salted 
beef  to  stink  first;  which  shews  that  it  was  very  near  a  state 
pf  putrefaction,  though  the  salt  concealed  it  from  the  taste 
ana  smell.  And  when  such  salted  flesh  is,  in  eating,  mixed 
with  onr  drink,  and  other  juices  of  the  body,  and  witha} 
heated  in  the  body,  no  wonder  that  it  should  tend  to  breed 
the  scurvy,  which  salt  from  the  ^alt^seller  cures  and  pre? 
v6nts.  »  ; 

I  look  on  Sieaair  to  be  very  wholesome,  unless  near  muddy 
jshores,  where  the  vapoiirs,  being  putrid,  make  the  air  un- 
iwholesome,  as  is  evident  on  some  part;  of  bur  shore;  but, 
where  that  shore  is  sandy,  it  is  constantly  healthy.  If  se^ 
air  were  unwholesome,  the  sea-port  tpwns  would  be  most 
j^ickly  when  the  wind  blew  firom  the  sea;  whiqh  I  never 
heard  to  be  so. 

The  too  great  quantity  of  flesh  which  we  eat  in  this  island 
is,  doubtless  a  principal  cau$e  of  the  jDrevalence  of  the 
scurvy  among  us,  which  is  the  feason  why  I  always  begin 
dinner  with  plain  pudding,  to  prevent  my  living  on  all  flesb| 
of  which  I  never  eat  any  at  night;  but  milky  spoon-meat, 
which  occasions  me' much  sweet  sleep. 

Cold,  damp,  inclement  air,  may  probably  ocpasipn  th§ 
scurvy,  by  checking  too  mnch  ^he  perspirable  xapour, 
which  has  a  strong  tendenc)^  to  putrefaction,  and  v^bicl) 
may  also  be  the  reason  pf  the  cutaneous  disorders  to  wliich 
the  more  northern  countries  are  observed  to  be  subject^ 
^here  is  also  another  reason  why  they  are  so  subject  to  the 
jfjcurvy  in  v<ery  cold  northern  countries^  viz,  the  shutting 
jfhemselves  much  up  in  close  rooms,  where  they  breathe 
very  putrid  air.  As  a  remedy  for  this,  1  propose  thp  having 
ffmall  trunks  pass  up  through  the  rpqf,  with  turninjg  copper 
,  cows  at  the  top^  for  the  most  piitrid,  dnd  therefo^re  lightest^ 
air  continually  to  pass  offl 

I  guess  the  -strong  winds  are  hurtful  to  your  trees,  &c.  on- 
account  of  the  great  qus^ntity  ojf  iQarine  sfalt  with  which  th^ 
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aiir  .i»  impregnated,  which  is  a  comtBon  case  on  crar  'sea 
shoret^  However,  I  tiad  your  cliaiHta  is  in  the  miun  teiBr 
perati^.  . 

.    This  IS  a  long  letter  fiar  me;  bwt  my  sincere  desire  to  d|r' 
what  I. guess  wilt  be  most  acceptable  to  you  has   urged  me 
^to  ieiigthei]!  it.     lam,  my   lord,  with  the  greatest  estee«% 
'  your  lordship's  obliged  buu^bie  servant,  ; 

■      ■       ,      .■      Stewiek  Hajles. 

/  -     •  .  ^     ^        \        ■  ^  '.  . 

p.  S.  IJbad  forgot  to  mention  .a  thing  which  Lhave  long 
intended  to  write  to  you  about,  viz.  whereas  you  cona- 
plained  that  the  duty  of  your  large  church  and  coijgreg'a*' 
tion  bad  iuaoinmod^d  your  voice;  it  >has  been  iound,  by 
the  experience  of  many,  that  drinking  tar- water  very  much 
deterges  and  opens  the  lungb,  and  thereby  gives  a,  very 
aensibiy  j^reater  ease  in  speaking.  If  you  shall  .think  fit  to  • 
try  it,  you  may  use  the  common  tar,  which  is  sold  in  every 
town  tor  the  use  of  farmers ;  which  I  have  known  used  with 
as  good  effect  as  any. 

The  Bishop's  [Berkeley}  prescription  is,.a  quan  of  tar 
jtirred  six  minutes  in  a  gallon  of  water;  but,  if  there  be 
somewhat  le^s  tar,  it  may  do  as  well,  especiaUy  at  /first,  to 
try  how  it  sits  pnyou,  ,. 

You  may  take  about  onerfourth  of  a  pint,  at  four  several 
times,  at  a  due  dist;^nce  from  meals.  It  will  be  a  good  tim^ 
to  begin  in  fourteen  days.  You  may  continue  it  tor  six  or 
eightvveeks,  as  you  find.  I  took  it  thus^in  the,  early 
spring  with  gpod>  eifi^ct,  apd  iqtend  to  begin  again  in  14 
ways. 

LETTER  IV. 
Dr.  Leland  to  Bishop  Hildesley. 


My  Lord, 


Dublin^  June  27 y  1764. 


t  s 


"  I  HAVE  received , your  most  obliging  letter  of  May  II, 
together  with  the  three  guineas  you  so  generously  sent  me. 
The  expressions  of  yourest/jem  and  regard  are  very  ac> 
ceptable  to  me,  as  they  cpme  from  a  person  of  your  lord-* 
ship's* real  worth  and  excellent  character;  though  I  nmst 
confers  it  humbles  me  to. reflect,  how  much  I  fall  short  of 
what  your  lordship  atid  others  of  my  friends  are  apt  to  con-r 
ceiVe  of  me.  I  hope,  however,  I  can  truly  say  my  intent 
tions  were  upright;  and,  if  I  have  been  in  any  degree  in^ 
strumental  to  serve  the  interests  of  religion,  to  Goa  be.  all 
the  glory. 
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'  fain  inforrtied  that  a  club  of  Deists  have  been  busily  em- 
ployed in  drawing  up  an  answer  to  some  part  of  my  ^*  Vieir 
of  the  Deistical  Writers."  -  It  was  designed  to  be  publislied 
this  last  spring ;  but  they  have  thought  proper  to  defer  it. 
Whatever  becomes  of  any  attempts  of  mme,  I  am  Satisfied 
that  our  holy  rehgion,  as  delivered  in  the  scriptures,  is  es- 
tablished on  solid  and  immovable  foundations,  which  all  the 
malice  and  subtilty  of  its  advcrsHries  shall  never  be  able  ta 
subvert.  But  it  is  a  thing  I  can  hardly  account  for  that  any 
persons,  who  would  be  thought  to  have  a  regard  for  thein- 
terests  of  virtue,  and  the  good  of  mankind,  should  labour, 
with  an  indefatigable  zeal  and  industry,  as  far  as  in  them 
lies,  to  banish  Christianity  out  of  the  world,  and  to  set  men 
loose  from  the  sacred  obligations  it  lays  them  under. 

I  wish  your  lordship  all  manner  of  success  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  excellent  aesign  you  have  formed  of  getting  the 
holy  scriptures,  or  some  portions  of  them,  rendered  into 
the  vulgar  tongue  of  that  people  whom  providence  has  put 
under^  your  pastoral  care.  This  is  the  most  likely  means 
of  leading  them  into  the  right  knowledge  and  practice  of 
rehgion. 

Tliat  the  God  of  ali  grace  may  bless  your  pious  and  be* 
nevolent  intentions  and  endeavours  for  the  edification  of  his 
chijrcb,  and  render  jx)u  eminently  useful  in  that  part  of  his 
vineyard  in  which  he  has  placedf  you,  is  the  sincere  and 
earnest  prayer  of,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient 
and  obliged  bumble  servant, 

John  Leland. 

LETTER  V. 

Bishop  Hildesley  to  Dr.  Scott,  his  Pliysician. 

Dear  Sir,  Bishop* s-Courty  March  27,  1772. 

I  AM  now  come  to  ask  your  advice  concerning  the  present 
Jtate  of  my  health;  though,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  dpubw- 
ful  of  die. propriety  of  inquiring  what  is  to  be  done,  with  or 
for  an  old  man  of  73.  Howeiver,  you  will  permit  me  to  tell 
i«y  story.  You  must  know  then  that,  about  three  weekjs 
since,  I  wfis  seized  with  a  debility  of  body;  I  say  of  bodi^^ 
because  t  had  no  particular  defect  in  any  limb  or  joint 
more  than  a  general  weakness,  so  as  to  be  unable  to  carry 
myself  upright;  insomuch  as  twice  to  fall  from  my  chair,' 
:aad  once  from  my  bed,  but  without  any  paralytical  symp- 
toms,  or  the  least  disorder  in  my  head. 
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This  was  my  State  for  about  a  fortnight^  when  I  beg-an  ttf 
mend,  so  as  to  be  left  to  walk  out  by  myself,  which  I  could 
BOt  do  for  some  days. 

I  hope  as  the  summer  rises  I  shall  rise  with  it;  but  I 
re{)lly  began  to  think  I  was  upon  my  last  legs.  I  sleep  weliy 
and  eat  a  tolerable  meal ;  I  take,  &c.  &c.  and,  notwith-* 
standing  this  alarming  circumstance  of  bodily  infirnTifty,  I 
have  some  thoughts,  God  willing,  of  visiting  my  Sherbura' 
demeshes  kbout  midsummer, — -if  nothing  extraordinary  faap«^ 
pens  to  hinder  me. 

Some  of  my  friends  in  England  urge  rae  to  go  to  Bath  j  I 

suppose  on  account  of  my  colicky  disorder:  but  I  imagine 

those  waters  will  not  suit  me.     Tunbridge  and  Scarborou^ 

I  have  fotmd  benefit  from ;  Harrowgate  I  have  more  fancy 

too;  but  those  cold  springs,  at  my  time,  some  are  utterly 

against ;  and  I  am  less  disjiosed  to  them  myself,  as  my  old 

scorbutic  complaint  is  in  great  measure  gone.     Scarborough 

I  have  but  one  objection  to ;  and   that  is,  the  intplerabJy 

steep  hill  to  walk  up  from  the  spring,^    Which  of  all  the 

abovemehtioned  I  should  be  glad  of  your  direction  about. 

That  I  might  not  disappoint  you  of  the  satisfaction  of 

your  gratuitous  act  of'  voluntary  friendship,  communicated 

through  Mr.  Wilks,  I  intend  the  guinea  I  put  into  Mn 

Dury's  hands  as  a  compensation  for  what  I  now  send  for;  and 

which  I  hope  you  will  accept  from,  dear  sir,  your  obliged 

friend,  and  thankful  humble  servant, 

M.  SODOR  AND  MAlff  K- 

A  Narrative  of  the  Bishop's  last  Illness  a^id  Death. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  for  a  fortnight  before  he  died^  he 
was  apparently  in  better  health  and  spirits  than  he  had 
befen  for  some  months  before.  This  is  what  they  here  call 
a  lightning  before  death;  for,  on  the  very  day  before,  he 
was  taken  ill,  Sunday,  the  29th  of  November,  1772,  he 
performed  the  whole  duty  of  the  day  in  his  chapel,  seem*- 
ingly  with  much  ease  and  pleasure  to  himself  as  well  as  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  all  his  hearers ;  went  through  his 
domestic  duties  of  devotion  in  the  same  manner;  and,  as 
usual,  spoke  for  an  hour  in  the  evening  to  his  servants  and 
the  family  on  religious  duties  and  subjects;  which  .was  his. 
constant  custom. 

The  next  day,  Nov.  30,  being  a  holiday  (St  Andrew's,) 
he  read  the  service  of  the  day  in  his  chapel  equally  well 
and  clear  as  the  day  before ;  but,  it  b^ing  a  wet  stormy  day> 
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instead  of  his  usual  morning's  walk,  he  took  several  tunis 
the  length  of  hisf^ball  and  pariour  for  above  an  hour,  talking 
to  his  sister  of  various  matters,  and  about  his  irrtended 
iourney  to  Sherbuirn  and  London  next  summer:  and,  on 
ner  observing. to  him,  that  he  would  requir^e.  a, judicious 
servant  to  attend  him,  on  account  of  his  butindifiFerent  state 
of  health  at  times,  he  said,  "any  servant  would. do  for  hj^iij 
and  that  be  should  have  been  well  enouj^h,  had  he  not  been 
plied  with  too  much  laudanum  in  his  former  illness  at  Balla« 


more.'* 


As  he. walked  to  and  fro  he  sometimes  took  up  a  Spectator 
that  his  sister  had  been^reading,  and  cast  his  eye  over  it  for  ^ 
a  few  Qiinutes,  andso.continueJ  his  walk;  then  took  it  up 
again,  till  he  had  read  it  through*. 

He  this  day  had  a. neighbouring .clej'gy man  to  dine  wiA 
bim. .    Dined  with  a  tolerably  good  appetite;  sat  conversing 
with  him  till.between  three  and  four  o'clock;  rose  from  hig 
chair   without. much  effort;  .saw  his  guest  to  the  hall;  and 
returned  to  the  parlour,,, but  with  a  tottering  hasty  kind  of 
gait,  which  sometimes  took  him  suice  his  former  illness. 
On  this  bis  sist^t^r  begged  him  to  sit  down,  but  he  did  not; 
asked  if  Mr.  Corbet  was  gone,  for  that  there  were  two  let- 
ters which  miffht  be  sent  by  him,,  and  took  them  out  of  his 
case,  y  Mr.  Corbet  was  called,  and  came  in  with  his  sister, 
and  found  him  in  his  chair.     He  took  no  notice  of.  them,  but 
seemed  mtent  on  reading,  or  looking  for  something;  on 
which  t|^e  gentleman   went  away  without  the  letters.     In 
less  than  tivo  minutes  his  sister  returned,  and  found  ne  had 
fallen  off  his  chair,  but  had  fast  hold  of  a  moulding  under 
the  window-seat,  which  he  had  pulled  off  in  attempting  to  • 
rise.     On  his  sister's.approach  he  turned  round,  and,  look* 
ing  up  in  her  face,  jaid  with  a  smile, ."  Hetty,  I  cannot 
risfe.'V.   How  she  got  hmi  up  and  seated  him  in  his  chair  she 
knows  not,  for, they,. were  .alone,,  and  she  much  frightened. 
Be  had  ^till  tt^e  two. letters  in  his  hand,  which  his  sister  took| 
and  sent  them  after  Mr.  Corbet  to  thestable's;  still  imagin-^ 
ing  this  would  go  Qff  like,  something  of.  tl>e  same  kind  that 
Jiad  ajarmed  them  about  a  fortnight  before.     On  othe  of  the 
servants  coming-in  with  a  petition  relative  to,  a  «uit  in  the 
Bishop's  Court,  his  sister  found  th^t  he  had  lost  his  speecb| ' 


^  It  is  a  strikiDg  circtimstance,  tbat  the  {>assag:&  rea4  watt  in  Saturday's  ]^a* 
per  for  July  26,  i«  vol.  VI.  wj-iue&  by  Addtsuu;  an4  indsc  paculiaxiy  a|>pi^ 
6abi^  t9  |be  pr^Ute**  character  and  prasoiit  stata. 
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and  the  use  of  one  hand,  ],ndeed  of  one  side,  etltirely 
But,  thinking  this  might  rouse  his  attention,  she  put  the 
petition  into  his  hand,  which  he  read' through ;  and  it  plainly 
appeared  that  he  understood  it,  as  he  repeatedly  afterwardak 
ihentioned,  though  with  much  difficulty,  the  petitioner'^ 
'  place  of  abode.  He  then  had  the  sheet  turned,  and  seemed 
still  to  read  where  nothing  was  written ;  made  some  sign, 
by  pointing,  as  if  he  wanted  an  almanack,  which  his  sister 
opened  to  jfiim  in  December;  and  he  ran  his  finger  forward 
upon  it  till  about  the  seventh  or  eighth  day. 

A  letter  coming  in  from  Ramsay  was  read  to  him;  but  he 
took  no  notice  of  it,  and  seemed  quite  insensible  of  any 
thing;  and  in  this  condition  he  was  carried  to  his  bed, 
wiien  Mr.  Wilks  arrived  about  five  the  same  evening,  and 
Dr.  Scott,  being  sent  for  from  Douglas,  got  .to  Bishop's 
Court  the  same  night.  Before  the  Doctor  canie,  the  Bishop 
had  got  some  warm  claret  and  currant  jelly,  and  would  have 
bis  sister  take  a  cup  of  the  same.  In  the.  mean  time,  his 
stupor  and  insensibility  increasing,  all  that  could  be  done 
in  the  medicinal  way  proved  inefTectuai.  He  seemed  to 
make  some  attempts  to  s^eak  at  times,  but  hardly  any 
thing  intelHgible.  And  thus,  he  continued  till  the  Sunday 
night  following,  December  6,  and  expired  quietly  about 
one  in  the  morning  of  the  7th.  much  and  greatly  la- 
mented by  his  whole  diocese,  who  have  lost  in  him  a  most 
affectionate  and  faithful^  pastor,  ever  attentive  to  the  spi- 
ritual and  temporal  welfare  of  the  people  committed  to  his 
care. 

His  zeal  and  piety  in  getting  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testament,  together  with  the  Book  of  Commop 
Prayerj  printed  and  published  in  the  Manks  tongue  for  the 
use  of  his  diocese,  is,  above  all  others^  the  strongest  and 
most  lasting  proof  that  can  be  ^tven  of  his  ardent  love 
and  concern  for  the  good  of  his  spiritual  charge.  And  these 
he  carried  with  him  to  the  grave,  and  even  into  the  grave^ 
as  he  had  by  his  will  directed,  that  tlie  funeral  ofhce  and 
iiermon  should  be  all  in  Manksy  which  was  performed  ac- 
cordingly. 

Dr.  Hildesley  left  a  donative  of  com  to  the  amount  of 
tome  four,  some  five  pounds  apiece  to  every  parish  and 
town  in  the  isle;  three  hundred  pounds  to^the  Society  for 
promoting  Christian  Knowledge  towards  a  future  edition  of 
ti>e  Manks  Bible,  &c.  together  with  some  handsome  lega- 
cies to  his  relafions  and  particular  friends ;  who,  exclusive 
of  this  tender  evidence  of  his  esteem,  \Vill  bave're&soa 
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to  rismefpber  hiiri  with  that  gratitude  ^nd  respect  which 
were  most  justly  due  to  so  revered  and  irespectable  4  cha*? 
WJter, 

1794,  Jultf^  jfug.  Sept, 


LXXXV.  From  Dean  Swift  to  Mr.  Wipdar, 

« 

Mr.  Urban, 

The  two  following  letters,  which,  it  is  believed,  ?ire  not 
to  be  found  in  ^nv  collection  of  Swift's  Works,  bear  un- 
doubted marks  of  his  peculiar  turn  of  thought,  and  style  of 
writing.  Although  the  matter  of ^  both  he  familiar  and  tri- 
vial, theyj^y  serve  to  throw  some  new  light  on  the  two 
periods  of  his  lif^  to  which  they  relate.— ^Swift  was  3  r  when 
the  first  was  writtea.  The  second  was  addressed  to  the 
same  gentleman,  after  an  interval  of  33  years.  He  was 
then  in  liis  64th  year.  The  lady  he  alludes  to  tender  the  name 
of  Eliza  was  probably  Misd  Jane  Waring,  of  Belfast,  to 
whom  an  excellent  letter  from  Swift  appears  in  liia  Works.' 
This  Mr.  Windar  to  whom  this  letter  is  addressed  succeed- 
ed Swift  in  the  prebend  of  Kilroot,  and  was  grandfather  of 
Lord  Mucartney,  whose  mothpr,  Eijzabetl),  was  the  young-i 
est  4aughtejr  pf  Mr.  Windar. 

LETTER  T. 

FoF  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wiftdar,  Prebendary  of  JCJlroot, 

[To  be  left  at  Belfast,  in  the  fmintif  of  Antrim,  Itfland.l 

Moor^Parky  Jan.  13,  1698. 

I  m  not  likely  to  be  sor  pleased  with  any  thing  again  this 
good  while  as  I  was  with  your  letter  of  December  20th;" 
find  it  has  begun  to  put  me  into  a  good  opinio^  of  my  own 
merits,  qr  at  least  my  skill  at  negociation,  to  tind  I  have  so 
quickly  restored  a  cprrespondence  that  I  feared  was  declin-- 
Jng;  a3  it  requires  more  charms  and  addres^-for  women  to 
revive  one  fainting  flame  than  to  kindle  a  dozeq  new  ones, 
But,  I  assure  you,  I  >vas  very  far  from  imputing  your  silence 
to'  any  bad  cause  (having  never  entertained  one  single  ill 
thought  of  you  in  n^y  life),  but  to  a  custom  which  breaks 
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off  cominerce  between  abundance  of  pepple,  after  a  long 
absencie.  At  first  one  omits  writing  for  a  little  while,-— ana 
then  one  stays  awhile  longer  to  consider  of  excuses, — and  at 
last  !t  grows  desperate,  and  one  does  not  write  at  all.  At 
thi.5  rate  I  have  served  others,  and  have  been  served  my- 
self ' 

I  wish  I  had  a  Lexicon  by 'me,  to  find  whether  your  Greek 
word  be  spelt  and  accented  right,  and  am  very  sorry  you 
have  mad^  an  aciitum  in  uliimay  as  if  you  laid  the  greatest 
stress  upoi;>  the  worst  part  of  the  word.  However,  1  protest 
jagainst  your  meaning,  or  any  interpretation  you  shall  ever 
make  of  that  nature  out  of  my  letters;  if  1  thought  you 
deserved  any  bitter  words,  I  should  either  deliver  then^ 
plainly,  or  hojd  my  tongue  altogether;  for,  I  esteem  the 
custom  of  conveying  one  s  resentment  by  hints,  or  inuen- 
dos,  to  be  a  sign  of  malice  or  fear,  or  too  little  sincerity: 
but  1  have  told  you,  coram  et  absens^  that  you  are  in  your 
natu  e  more  sensible  than  you  need  be ;  and  I  find  it  is  with 
repu  ation  as  with  all  other  possessions,  that  those  who  have 
|:lie  greatest  portion  are  most  covetous  of  it.  It  is  hard 
you  cannot  be  satisfied  with  the  esteem  of  the  best  among 
your  neighbours,  but  lose  your  time  in  Regarding  what  may 
pe  thought  of  you  by  one  of  my  privacy  and  distance.  I 
wish  you  coula  as  easily  make  my  esteem  and  friendsliip 
for  you  to  be  of  any  value,  as  yoti  may  be  sure  to  com- 
mand them. 

I  should  be  sorry  if  you  have  been  at  any  inconvenience 
ip  hastening  my  accompts ;  and  I  dare  refer  you  to  my  letr 
ters,  that  they  will  lay  the  fault  upon  yourself;  for,  I  think 
I  desii  ed,  more  than  once,  that  you  would  not  make  more 
dispatch  than  stood  with  your  ease,  because  I  was  in  no  haste 
at  all. 

I  desired  of  you,  two  or  three  times,  that  when  you  had 
sent  me  a^  catalogue  of  those  few  books,  you  would  not  §end 
them  to  Dublin  till  you  had  heard  again  from  me.  The 
reason  was,  that  I  did  believe  there  were  one  or  two  of 
them  that  might  have  been  useful  to  you^  and  one  or  ^wo 
more,  that  were  not  worth  their  carrip,ge.  Of  the  lattef 
sort  wpre  ap  clVd  musty  Horace  and  Joley's  book.  Of  the 
former  were  I^eynold's  Work  y  Collection  of  Sermons,  in 
quarto;  Stillingfleet's  Grounds,  &c.  and  the  folio  paper 
took,  very  good  for  sermpns,  or  a  receipt-book  for  your 
wife,  to  keepaccQunf^  of  mutton,  raisins,  &c.  The  Sceptis 
Scientjfica  is  not  mine,  but  old  Mr.  Dobbes's;  ^nd  I  wish 
it  were  restored.  He  has  Temple's  Miscellanea  instead  oi 
it,  wliich  is  a  good  book,  worth  your  reading.    If  Sceptis 
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Scientifica  comes  to  me,  t  will  burn  it  for  a  fustian  piece 
of  abominable  curioiis  virtuoso  stuff.  The  books  missiog 
are  few  and  inconsiderable,  not  worth  troubling  iny  body 
about.  I  hope  this  will  come  to  your  hands  before  you 
have  sent  your  cargo,  tliat  you,  may  keep  tliose  books  you 
mention ;  and  desire  you  will  write  my  name  and  tx  dono 
before  them  in  large  letters.  1  desire  my  humble  service 
to  Mrs.  Windar,  and  that  you  will  let  her  know  1  shall  pay 
a  visic  at  Carmoney  some  day  or  other,  how  little  soever 
any  of  you  may  think  of  it ;  but  I  will,  as  you  desire,  ex- 
case  you  the  delivery  of  my  poiupliments  to  poor  H.  Cle- 
ments, and  hope  you  will  liave  much  better  fortune  than 
poor  Mr.  Davis,  who  has  lefc  a  family  that  is  like  to  find  a 
cruel  want  ofi  him.  Pray  let  me  hear  that  you  grow  very 
rich,  and  begin  to  make  purchases.  1  never  heard  that  H. 
Clements  was  dead ;  I  was  at  his  mayoral  feast.  Has  he 
been  rrmyQr  since,  or  did  he  die  then,  and  every  body  for- 
got to  send  me  word  of  it  ? 

These  sermons  you  have  thought  fit  to  transcribe  will  ut-r 
terly  disgrace  yoii,  unless  you  ha-ve  so  much  credit  that 
whatever  comes  frorp  you  will  pass.  They  were  what  I  was 
firmly  resolved  to  burn,  and  especially  some  of  them  ;  the 
idlest,  trifling  stuff  that  ever  was  writ,   calculated  for  a 

church  without  company,  or  a  roof  like  our at 

Oxford.     They  will  be  a  perfect  lampoon  upon  n|e,  when- 
ever you  look  on  them  and  remember  they  are  mine, 

I  remember  those  letters  to  Eliza;  they  were  writ  in  my 
youth.  You  might  have  sealed  them  up,  and  nobody  of 
niy  friends  would  have  opened  them.     Pray  burn  them. 

There  were  parcels  of  other  papers  that  1  woijld  not  have 
lost,  and  I  hope  you  have  packed  them  up,  so  that  they 
may  cpme  to  mp.  Sgoie  of  them  were  abstracts  and  col- 
lections from  reading. 

You  mention  a  dangerous  rival  for  an  absent  lover,  But 
I  must  take  my  fortune.  If  the  report  proceeds,  pray  in- 
form ijie ;  and,  when  you  have  leisure  and  humour,  give 
me  the  pleasure  of  a  letter  froni  you :  and^  though  you  are 
a  man  full  pf  fastenings  to  the  world,  yet  endeavour  to  con- 
tinue a  friendship  in  absence ;  for,  who  knows  but  Fate 
may  jumble  us  together  again;  and  I  believe,  had  I  been 

, of  your  neighbourhood,  I  should  not  have  been 

so  unsatisfied  with  the  region  \  w^s  planted  in. 

I  am,  and  will  be  ^yerj,  entirely  yours,  &c 

J.  Swift, 

p  2 


^12  Dean  Swift  to  Mr,  Windar, 

Pray  let  me  know  something  of  my  debt  being  paid  tq 

Taller,  the  inn-keeper  of  .  . .  , I  have  forgpt 

the  ng-me  pf  the  town-r-between  Dromorjp  and  Newry.  ^ 

,  LETTER  II. 
To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Windar,  at  Belfast. 

Sir,  Dubliny  Feb.  19,  173F-2. 

J  HAD  the  favour  of  yowre  of  the  6th  instant.    I  haye  beep 
above  a  fortnight  confined  by  an  acciaental  strain,  and  can 
neither  ride  rior  walk,  nor  easily  write,  else  you  shoulc[ 
have  heard  from  me  sooner.     I  am  heartily  sorry  for  your 
(ldisai*der,  and  am  the  more  sensible  by  thbs6  J/iave  myself, 
though  not  of  the  same  kind,  but  a  constant  disposition  tq 
giddiness,  which  1  fear  my  present  confinement,'  with  the 
want  of  exercise,'  will  increase.     I  am  afraid  you  could  no| 
light  upon  a  more  unqualified  man  tpservej/otf  or  my  nearest 
friends^  in  any  manner,  ^vith  people  in  power:  for,  I  havq 
^he  misfortune  to  be  not  only  under  the  particular  displea- 
$ure  both  of  the  king  and  queen,  as  every  body  knows, 
but  likewise  every  person,  both  in  England  w^d  Ireland, 
who  is  well  with  the  court,  and  can  dq  me  good  or  hurt, 
And  although  this  and  the  two  last  lieutenants  were  of  my 
old  acquaintance,  yet  I  never  could  prevail  with  any  of 
them  to  give  a  living  to  a  sober  grave  clergyman,  who  mar- 
ried iny  near  relation,  and  has  been  long  in  the  church,  so, 
that  he  still  is  my  curate ;  and  I  reckon  this  present  go- 
vernor v|rill  do  like  the  rest.     I  believe,  there'  is  not  any 
^  person  you  see  from  this  town  who  does  not  know  that  ipy 
situation  is  as  I  describe.     Jf  you,  or  youf  son,  were  in 
favour  with  any  bishop  or  parson,  perhaps  it  might  be  con- 
trived to  haye  them  put  in  mind,  or  solicited ;  but  I  azn  dq 
way  proper  to  be  the  first  mover^  because^here  is  tiot  one 
spiritual  or  temporal  lord  in  Ireland  whoni  1  visit,  or  by 
whom  I  am  visited,  but  am  as  mere  a  monk  as  any  in  Spain ; 
and  there  is  not  a  clergyman  on  the  top  of  a  mountain  who 
iso  little  converses  with  mankind,  or  is  so  little  regarded 
-  by  them,  on  any  other  account  except  shewing  malice.  All 
jbhis  I  bear  as  well  as  I  can ;  eat  ndy  morsel  alone,  like  a 
king*;  and  constantly  at  home,  when  I  am  not  ridiogN  or 
walking,  which  I  do  often,  and  atumfs  alon^. 

I  give  you  this  picture  pf  myself,  out  of  old  friendship; 
whence  you  may  jwdge  what  share  of  spirits  and  nairth  are 
jiow  left  m^ ;  yet  I  cannot  read  at  night,  and  am  therefore 
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fcrced  to  scribble  sotiiethin^^  whereof  nine  tbiiigs  in  tett_ 
&re  burned  next  momiifig.    Forgive  fliis  tediousness  in  the 
pen,  which  I  acquire  by  the  want  of  spending  it  in  talk. 
Ana  believe  ine  to  be^  with  true  esteem  and  friendship^ 
.  your  most  obedient^  humble  servant,  &c.  ^ 

i794i  July.  [No  signature.] 


LXXXVl.  mm  tie  Rev.  Dean  Tillotson,  afterwards  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  to  Mr.  Nicholas  Hunt,  of  that  City,  while  1a« 
bouring  under  a  Career,  of  which  h^  died  A.  D.  1687; 

I  AM  sorry  to  understand  fey  Mr.  Janew^y's  letter  that  your 
distemper  grows  upon  you,  and  that  you  seem  to  declined 
so  fast.  1  am  very  sensible  how  much  easier  it  is  to  give  ad- 
vice agaihst  trouble  in  the  case  of  another^  than  to  take  it  iii 
bur  own. 

It  hath  pleased  God  to  exercise  me  with  a  tery  dore  trial 
in  the  loss  of  my  dear  and  tfnly  child  ;  in  which  I  do  perfectly 
Submit  to  his  good  pleasure ;  firmly  believing  that  he  does^ 
klwaysy  that  which  is  best :  and  yet,  though  Reason  be  sa- 
tisfied, our  passions  are  hot  so  soon  appeased ;  and,  whetf 
Nature  hath  received  a  wound^  time  must  be  allowed  i6t 
die  healing  of  it. 

Since  thatj  God  hath  thought  fit  to'  give  me  a  rieatet  sum- 
monSj  and  a  closer  warning  of  Iny  own  mortalit}^  in  the 
danger  of  mi  apoplexy ;  which  yet,  I  thaioik  God  for  it,  hath 
tecasioned  no  very  melancholy  reflections.  But  this,  per- 
haps^ is  more  owing  to  natural  temper  than  philosophy  and 
wise  considerations.  * 

Your  case  is  very  difFei'ent,  who  are  of  a  temper  natdraliy 
melancholy,  and  under  a,  disteOiper  apt  to  increase  it :  for 
both  which  great  allowances  ought  to  be  a»de.  And  yet^ 
methinks^  both  Reason  arid  ^Religion  do  offer  us  consider- 
ations of  that  solidity  and  strength  as  may  very  well  sup^^ 
port  our  spirits  under  all  frailties,  aitd  infirtnities  of  the  fiesh. 
Such  as  these  :  that  God  is  perfect  Ic^e  and  goodness  ^  that  ^ 
lire  are  riot  only  his  creatures,  but  also  his  children,  and  are 
as  dear  to  him  a^  to  ourselves;  that  be  doth  riot  afflict  wilHngly 
nor  grieve  the  dhildred  of  men ;  and  that  all  evils  of  affile^ 
tioQ  are  interided  for  the  cure  and  prevention  Jl.the  greater 
evils  of  sin  and  punishment :  and,  therefore,  we  ought  pot 
•My^  to  submit  to  them  with  patt|?nce^  as  being  deserved  by' 
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us,  but  to  receive  them  with  thankfulness,  as  being  designed 
by  him  to  do  us  that  good,  and  to  bring  us  to  that  sense  of  him, 
and  of  ourseives,  which  perhaps  nothing  else  would  have 
done;  tliat  the  sufferings  of* this  present  life  are  but  slight 
and  short  compared  with  tho^.e.extreme  and  endless  miseiies 
M'hicn  we  have  deserved,  and  with  those  exceeding  weights 
of  glory  which-  wje  hope  for  in  the  other  world.  If  we  be 
careful  to  make  tiie  best  preparation  for  death  and  eternity, 
whatever  brings  us  nearer  to  owt  end  brings  us  nearer  to  our 
happiness;  and,  how  rugged  soever  the  way,  the  comfort 
is,  that  it  leads  to  our  FatUer*s  house,  where  we  shall  want 
tiothing  that  we  can  wish  for.     ' 

Now  we  labour  under  a  dangerous  distemper  that  threat- 
ens our  life,  what  would  we  not  be  contented  to  bear  in  order 
to  a  perfect  recovery,  could  we  be  but  assured  of  it  ?  And 
should  we  not  be  willing  to  endure  much  more  in  ordf*r  to 
happiness  and  that  eternal  life,  which  G6d,  who  cannot  lie, 
hath  promisied  ? 

Nature,  I  know,  }s  fond  of  life,  and  apt  to  be  still  linger- 
ing after  a  long  continuance  here;  and  yet,  long  life,  with 
the  usual  burthens  and  infirmities  of  it,  is  seldom  desirable. 
It  is  but  the  same  thing  over  again,  or  worse ;  so  many  more 
nights  and  days,  summers  and  winters ;  a  repetition  of  the 
same  pleasures^  but  with  less  pleasure  and  relish  every  day 
is  turned  oft';  the  same  and  greater  pain  and  trouble,  but 
with  less  strength  and  patience  to  bear  them^ 
I       '  These  and  the  like  considerations  I  use  to  entertain  my- 

self withal ;  not  only  with  content  but  with  comfort,  though 
with  great  inequality  of  temper  at  several  times,  and  with 
much  mixture  of  human  frailties,  which  will  always  stick  to 
us  whilst  we  are  in  this  world.  However,  by  this  kind  of 
thoughts  death  seenis  more  familiar  to  us;  and  we  shall  be 
able,  by  degrees,  to  bring  our  miiids  close  up  to  it  without 
starting  at  it.  ^ 

The  greatest  tenderness  I  find  in  myself  is  in  regard  to 
some  i^elations,  especially  the  dearest  and  constant  compa- 
tiion  of  my  hfe  :  which,  I  must  confess,  doth  very  sensibly 
toudh  rae^  But  when  I  consider---and  so,  I  hope,  will  they 
also-^that  separation  will  be  but  a  very  little  while ;  an(l> 
though  I  shall  leave  them  in  a  bad  world,  yet  under  the  cixQ 
of  a  good  God,  who  can  be  more  and  better  to  them  than 
all  other  relations,  and  will  be  certainly  so  to  all  them  that 
love  him,  and  hope  in  his  mercy,  I  shall  not  need  to  advise 
you  what  to  do^  and  what  use  to  make  of  this  time  of  your 
visitation.  .  •  '  . 

I  have  reason  to  believe  you  have  been. careful^  ip.tbe 
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time  of  ybur  health,  to  prepare  foi"  the  evil  day  ;  and  havd 
been  conversant^  in  those  books  which  give  the  best  direc- 
tions to  this  purpose;  and  have  not,  ks  too  many  do,  put 
off  the  ^eatest  work  of  your  life  to  the  end  of  it :  ^nd  then 
you  have  nothing  left  but,"  as  well  as  you  can,  under  your 
present  weakness  and  plain,  to  review  all  the  errors  and  mis- 
carriages of  your  life ;  and  earnestly  to  beg  God's  pardon 
and  forgiveness  of  them;  for  His  sake  who  is  the  propitia- 
tion for  our  srins. 

Comfort  yourself  in  the  goodness  and  pi^ortiises  of  God, 
and  the  hope  of  that  happiness  into  which  you  are  ready  to 
enter :  and,  in  the  mean  time;  exercise  faith  knd  patience 
for  a  little  while,  and  be  of  good  courage,  since  you  see 
l^nd.  The  storm  you  are  in  will  soon  be  over,  and  then  it' 
will  be  as  if  it  had  never  been ;  or,  rather,  the  remembrance 
of  it' will  be  a  pleasure. 

I  do  not  use  to  write  such  long  letters ;  but  that  I  do  heart- 
ily compassionate  your  case;  and  should  be  glad  if  I  could 
suggest  any  thing  that  might  help  to  mitigate  your  trouble, 
and  make  the  sharp  and  rugged  way;  through  which  voii 
are  to  pass  into  ist  better  world,  a  little  more  smooth  and 
t?asy;  I  pray  God  fit  us  both  for  that  great  change  which 
we  must  one  day  undergo;  and,  if  we  be  in  any  good  mea- 
sure fit,  sooner  or  later  makei^  no  gfeat  difference.  I  com- 
mend you  to  the  good  Tather  of  Mercies  and  God  of  all 
Consolation^  beseeching  Him  to  increase  your  faith  and  pa- 
tiencCj  and  to  stand  by  you  in  your  last  and  great  conflict ! 
that,  when  you  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death,  you  may  fear  no  evil ;  and,  whert  your  heart  fails  you, 
and  your  strength  fails,  you  mdy  find  Him  the  strength  of 
your  hearty  and  your  portion  for  ever ! 

Farewell j  niy  good  friend ;  and,  whilst  we  are  here,  let 
us  pray  one  for  another,,  that  we  may  have  a  joyful  meeting 
in  the  other  world;  So  I  re&t  your  truly  affectionate  friend 
and  servant,  , 

.  1795,  Apni.  John  Tillotsok* 


LXXXVII.  From    Lewis  Morris,  Esq.  to  his  Brother,  William 
Morris,  Comptroller  of  the  Customs,  Holyhead,  on 

Mine-knockers. 

Dear  Brother,  Oct.  14,  1754. 

A  RAY  let  me  know  the  truth  of  the  report,  that  Huw 
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L-hvyd  (Hugh  Llovd)  throws  sticks  at  Newhavea;  pray  in-* 
quire  closely  into  the  affair:  I  do  not  think  it  impossible  but 
the  aerial  part  of  such  a  fellow  may  be  condemned  to  act 
like  a  fool  whoso  long  acted  the  knave*    I  have  heard  it 
Affirmed  b^'  very  sober  ihein  in  Merionethshire,  that  Mn 
Wynne,  of  Ystumllyn,  can  do  some  surprising  things,  which 
we  call  supernatural^  by  producing  the  appearances  of  dis* 
fiant  persons ;  not  that  they  are,  perhaps,  really  above  nature^ 
but  tnatthey  are  done  by  some  means  that  are  not  com- 
monly known,  or  that  can  be  accounted  for ;  as  electricity 
and  magnetism  are  secrets  of  that  kind,  though  really  na- 
tural.    Be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  the  common  opinion 
of  people  in  your  parts  about  Mr.  Wynne,  and  whether  he 
really  performed  tnose  things  before  sober,  sensibl^^  se- 
date men.     I  am  not  over  credulous  about  those  things^;  and 
scepticism  is  madness ;  for,  we  really  know  (in  general)  very 
little  or  nothing  in  comparison  to  what  is  to  be  known.     The 
great  Lord  Bacon  owns  it;  and  that  temper  of  mind  in  him 
brought  him  to  inquire  into  the  depth  of  Nature  beyond 
any  man  that  was  born  before  him.     People  who  know  very 
little  of  arts  or  sciences,  or  the  power  of  Nature  (whicli^ 
in  other  words,  are  the  powers  of  the  Author  of  Nature), 
being  full  of  conceit  of  their  own  abilities  and  knowledge,, 
will  laugh  at  us  Cardiganshire  miners,  who  maintain  the  ex- 
istence of  knockers  in  mines,  a  kind  of  good  natured  im- 
palpable people,  but  to  be  seen  and  heard,  and  who  seem 
to  us  to  work  in  the  mines ;  that  is  to  say,  they  are  types, 
or  forerunners  of   working  in  mines,    as. dreams  ^e   of 
some  accidents  which  happen  to  us.    The  barometer  fitlls 
before  rain  and  storms.  ^   If  we  did  not  know  the  construction 
of  it,  we  should  call  it  a  kind  of  a  dream  that  fc^etells  rain ; 
but  we  know  it  is  natural,  and  produced  by  natural  means 
comprehended  by  us.    Now  how  are  we  sure,  or  any  body 
sure^  but  that  our  dreams  are  produced  by  the  same  kiad 
of  natural  means  }    There  is  some  faint  rissemblanice  of  this 
in  the  sense  of  hearing;  the  bird  k  killed  before  we  hear 
the  report  of  the  gun.     However  this  is,  I  must  speak  well 
of  these  knockers,  for  they  have  actually  stood  my  very 
good  friends,  whether  they  are  Serial  beings  called  spirits, 
or  whether  they  are  a  people  made  of  matter  not  to  be  felt 
by  our  gross  bodies,  as  air  and  fire  and  the  like*     Before  the 
discovery  of  Esgair  y  Mwyn  mine,  these  little  people  (as 
we  call  them  here)  worked  hard  there  day  and  night;  and 
there  are  abundance  of  honest  sober  peopl^  who  have  heard, 
them,  and  some  persons  who  have  no  Qotipii  of.  them  or  of 
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iQioes  eitber ;  but,  after  the  discovery  of  the  ereat  ore,  they 
were  beard  no  more*  When  I  began  at  Llwyn  Llwyd^ 
they  worked  so  fresh  there  for  a  considerable  time,  that 
they  even  frightened  some  ^oung  woil^men  out  of  the  worL 
This  was  when  we  were  driving  levels,  and  before  we  had 
got  any  ore;  but,  when  we  canve  to  the  ore,  then  they  gave 
ovef,  and  I  heard  no  more  talk  of  them.  Our  old  miners 
are  no  more  concerned  at  hearing  them  blastings  boring  boles^ 
landioig  deadsj  &c.  than  if  they  were  some  of  their  own 

Seopte ;  and  a  single  miner  will  stay  in  the  work,  in  th^ 
ead  of  night,  without  any  man  near  him,  and  never  think 
of  any  fear  or  harm  that  they  will  do  him ;  for,  they  have 
a  potion  that  the  knockers  are  of  their  own  tribe  and  pro- 
fession, and  are  a  harmless  people  who  mean  well.  Three 
tx  four  miners  together  shall  hear  them  sometimes ;  but,  if 
die  miners  stop  to  take  notice  of  them,  the  knockers  will 
also  stop ;  but,  let  the  miners  go  on  at  their  own  work,  sup- 
pose it  is  baringy  the  knockers  will  go  on  as  brisk  as  can  be 
m  landing,  blasting,  or  beating  down  the  hose^  and  they 
were  always  heard  a  little  way  from  them  before  they  came  to 
ore.  These  are  odd  assertions,  but  they  are  certainly  facts^ 
though  we  cannx)t  and  do  not  gretend  to  account  for  them. 
We  have  now  very  good  ore'at  Llwyn  Llwyd,' where  the 
knockers  were  heard  to  work,  but  have  now  yielded  up  the 

Elace,  and  are  no  more  heard.     Let  who  will  laugh,  we 
ave  the  greatest  reason  to  rejoice,  and  thank  the  knockers^ 
or  rather  God,  who  sends  us  these  notices. 

This  topic  would  take  up  a  large  volume  to  handle  pro- 
perly ;  and  I  wish  an  able  hand  would  take  the  task  upon 
mm  to  discuss  the  point,  perhaps  some  extraordinary  light 
into  Nature  might  be  struck  out  of  it.  The  word  super^ 
natural^  used  among  us,  is  nonsense ;  there  is  nothing  su- 
pernatural ;  for,  the  degrees  of  all  beings,  from  the  vege- 
tative life  to  the  archangel,  are  natural,  real,  absolute 
creatnresj  made  by  God's  own  hand ;  and  all  their  actions, 
motions,  and  qualities,  are  natural.  Doth  not  the  fire  burn 
a  stick  into  ashes  as  natural  as  the  air  or  water  dissolve  salt; 
and  yet  fire,  when  out  of  action,  is  invisible  and  impalp- 
able ;  but  where  is  the  home  or  country  of  fire ;  where  also 
is  the  home  and  country  of  knockers  ?  .  I  am,  dear  brother, 
yours  affectionately,  '       , 

Lewis  Morris. 
1795,  JuJy. 
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LXXXVIII.  From  Dr.  Young  to  the  Rev.  Tliomas  Newcombei 

Mr.  Urban, 

The  following  excellerit  letter  of  tfcel  great  Dr.  Young,' 
will  doubtless  be  an  acceptable  present  to  yout  readers.  It 
is  probably  oiie  of  the  last  he  ever  wfote. 

£.  H. 

**  To  the  Rev*  Mr.  Tho.  NewCombe  at  Haciney  neat  London; 

^*  My  dear  old  Friend,        TFellwj/n^  Nov,  25,  1762. 

•'And  now  my  only  dear  old  friend,  for  your  name-sake 
Colborn  is  dead ;  he  died  last  winter  of  a  cold,  caught  by 
officiating  on  the  Fast-day:  he  has«left  one  daughter,  I  be- 
lieve, in  pretty  good  circumstances;  for  a  friend  of  bis^ 
some  time  ago,  settled  upon  her  twenty-pounds  a  yearj 
and  he,  iio  doubt,  has  left  her  something  considerable 
himself. 

"  I  am  pleased  with  the  stanzas  you  sent  nrie;  there  is 
nothing  in  them  of  eighty-seven }  and  if  you  have  been  as 
young,  in  your  attempt  on  the  Death  of  Abel,  it  will  do 
you  credit.  That  Work  I  have  read,  and  think  it  deserves 
that  reception  it  has  met  withall. 

^*The  libel  you  mention,  1  have  not  seen :  but  1  have 
seen  numberless  papers,  which  shew  that  our  body  politic 
is  far  from  being  in  perfect  health.  As  for  my  own  health, 
I  do  not  love  to  complain ;  but  one  particular  I  must  tell 
you,  that  my  sight  is  so  far  gone,  as  to  lay  me  under  the 
necessity  of  borrowing  a  hand  to  write  this.  God  grant  me 
o-race  under  this  darkness,  to  see ,  more  clearly  things  inn- 
sible  and  eternal,  those  great  things,  which  you  and  I  must 
soon  be  acquainted  with  ;  and  why  not  rejoice  at  it  ?  There  is 
not  a  day  of  my  long  life  that  I  desire  to  repeat ;  and  at.four- 
score  it  is  all  labour  and  sorrow.  What  then  have  we  to  do  ? 
But  one  thing  remains,  and  in  that  one  blessed  be  Cod,  by 
his  assistance,  we  are  sure  of  success.  Let  nothing  there- 
fore lyelieavy  on  your  heiart;  let  us  rely  on  him  who  has 
done  so  great  things  for  us;  that  lover  of  souls, 'that  hearer 
of  prayers,  whenever  they  come  from  the  heart;  and  sure 
i*ewarder  of  iall  those  who  love  him,  and  put  their  trust  in  his 

mercy.  <^ 

"  Let  us  not  be  discontented  with  this  world;  that  is  bad, 
\}\xt  it  is  stiU  worse  to  be  satisfied  with  it^  so  satisfied^  as  nQ$ 
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to'be  very  anxious  for  soimething  more.     My  love  aiid  berf 
wishes  attend  you  both,  and,^ 

I  am. 

My  good  old  friend, 

Sincerely  yours, 

E.  Young,'* 

**  P,  S.  I  am  persuaded  that  yon  are  mistaken  as  to  yoar 
ao-e.  You  write  yourself  87,  which  cannot  be  the  case; 
for  I  always  thought  myself  older  than  ypu,  and  I  want  con- 
siderably of  that  age.  If  it  is  worth  your  while,  satisfy  me 
as  to  this  particular." 

1797,  Feb. 


LXXXIX.  Letter  of  John  Locke- 

Mr.  Urban, 

The  following, letter  of  the  great  and  good  Mr.  Locke,  is 
in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Frances  Bridger,  of  Fowlers  m 
Hawkherst,  Kent,  a  lineal  descendant  of  John  Aifoixl, 
Fsq.  son  of  Sir  Edward  Alford,  Knt.  of  Offington-plaoc, 
near  Arundel,  Sussex,  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 


Sir,  •      CL  Ck  12*  Jim.  ^^. 

1  have  not  yet  quite  parted  with  you;  and  though  yoa 
kave  put  off  your  gowne,  you  are  not  yet  jgot  beyond  my 
affection  or  concernment  for  you.     'Tis  true  you  are  rio«r 
past  masters  and  tutors,  and  it  is  now  therefore   that  yoa 
ought  to  have   the   greater  care  of  yourself ;  since   those 
mistakes,    or  miscarriages,    which   heretofore  would  have 
been  charged  upon  them,  will  now,   if  any,  light  wholly 
upon  you,  and  you  yourst^lf  must   be  accountcibie  for  ail 
your  actions;  nor  will  any  longer  any  one  else  share  in  the 
praise  or  censure  they  may  deserve.     'Twill  be  time,  there* 
fore,   that  you  now  begin  to  think  yourself  a  man,  and  ne- 
cessary that  you  take  the  courage  of  one.     I  mean  not  such 
a  courage  as  may  name  you  one  of  those  daring  gallants  that 
>tick  at  nothing  ;  but  a  courage  thfit  may  de\tni\  and  secure 
your  virtue  and  religion;  for,  in  the  world  you  are  novy 
looking  into,   you  will  find  perhaps  more  onsC^ts  made  upon 
your  innocence  than  vou  can  imagine  ;  and  there  are  more 

7  1  *"  *— 

ci^Dgerous  thieve^^tban  those  that  by  wait  for  your  purie. 


520  LetUr  of  John  Locici 

who  will  ^rideavour  to  rot  yoa  of  that  virtae  wbicfh  thefy 
care  not  for  themselves.  1  cbald  wish  you  that  happyness 
as  never  to  fall  into  such  companjr^  But  I  consider  you  are 
to  live  in  the  world;  and,  whilst  eithei*  the  service  of  your 
country,  or  your  own  businesses  hiakes  yo^r.conversactioit 
with  men  necessary^  perhaps  this  caution  will  be  needftiL 
But  you  may  withnold  your  heart  where  you  (marmot  deny 
your. company;  and  j^ou  may  allow  those  your  civility^  whd 
possibly  will  not  deserve  your  affection.  I  think  it  needlesse 
and  impertinent  to  dissuade  you  from  vices  I  never  observed 
you  inclined  to.  I  write  this  to  strengthen  your  resolutions, 
BOt  to  give  you  new  orles.  But  let  no^t  the  importunities  or 
examples  of  others  prevail  against  the  dictates  of  your  own 
teason  and  education.  I  doe  not  in  this  advise  yoit  to  be 
either  a  mumbe  or  morose ;  to  avoid  company,  or  not  enjoy 
it.  One  may  certainly  with  innocence  use  all  the  enjoy -^ 
ments  of  life :  and  I  have  been^  always  of  opinion^  that  a 
virtuous  life  is  best  disposed  to  be  the  most  pleasant  For^ 
certainly,  amidst  the  troubles  and  vanitys  of  thisiworld, 
there  are  but  two  things  that  bring  a  reall  satisfaction  with 
Ihem,  that  is,  virtue  and  knowledge.  What  progress  yovi 
liave  made  in  the  latter,  you  will  doe  well  not  to  lose.  You^ 
spare  hours  from  devotion,  business,  or  recreation  (for  that 
too  I  can  allow,  where  employment,  not  idlenesse,  gives  a 
title  to  it,)  will  be  well  bestowed  in  reviewing  or  improving 
your  University  notions;  and  if  at  this  distance  I  could  af- 
ford your  studies  any  direction  or  assistance,  I  should  be 
glad,  and  you  need  only  let  me  know  it.  Though  your  an- 
cestors h^ve  left  vou  a  condition  above  the  ordinary  rank, 
yet  it's  yourself  alone  that  can  advance  yourself  to  it :  fot 
it's  not)  either  your  going  upon  two  legs^  oi*  liveing  in  a 
great  house,  or  possessing  many  acres^  that  gives  one  ad-' 
vantage  over  beasts  or  other  men;  but  the  being  wiser  and 
better.  I  speake  not  this  to  make  you  carelesse  of  your' 
estate;  for,  though  riches  be  not  virtue,  it's  a  great  instru- 
ment of  it,  wherein  lyes  a  great  part  of  the  usefullnessiS 
and  comfort  of  life<  In  the  right  management  6f  this  \yet 
a  ^reat  part  of  prudence,  and  about  mony  is  the  great  mis- 
take or  men ;  whilst  they  are  either  too  coviteousy  or  too 
carelesse  of  it  It  you  throw  it  away  idlely^  you  lodseyour 
great  support,  and  best  friend.     If  you  hugge  it  too  closely, 

JroU  lose  it  and  yourself  too.  To  be  thought  prudent  and 
iberallj  provident  and  good-natured^  are  things  v^ortb  yo^t 
endeavour  to  obtaiw,  wbich  perhaps  you  will  better  doe,^  by 
avoiding  the  occasions  of  expences  than, by  a  frugall  limit- 
ing, them  when  occasion  hath  ikiade  them  necessary.    But  I 
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forget  you  ave  neere  your  lady  mother  whilst  T  give  you 
these  advisesy  and  doe  not  observe  that  what  I  meant  for  ^ 
letter  begins  to  grow  into  a  treatise.  Those  many  particulanr 
idiat  here  is  not  roome  for,  I  send  you  to  seeke  in  the  writ- 
ings of  learned  and  sage  authors.  Let  me  give  you  by 
them  tiipse  counsells  I  cannot  now.  They  will  direct  you, 
as  well  as  I  wish  you,  and  I  doe  truly  wish  you  well.  You 
will  therefor  parclon  me  for  thus  once  playing  the  tutor^ 
since  I  shall  hcireafter  always  be, 

Sir,  your  faithful  friend  and  servant, 
1797,  Fph.  John  Locke,*' 


X0»  Froi^  John  Evelyn,   pn  the  Culture  and  Improveinei|t  of  t^ 

English  T<>ngu^. 

Mr.  Urbak, 

Inclosed  you  receive  an  original  letter  from  John  Evci? 
lyn,  Esq.  the  celebrated  author  pf  ^'  Sylvii,"  to  a  Fellow  cf 
the  Jloyal  Society, 

J.  A, 

f?  Sir,  &ayes  Courts  Jan.  28, 

^^On  contemplation  of  yourls^udable  designe  of  reviving 
the  cpmittee  formerly  appointed  by  the  R.  S.  to  consider 
of  the  culture  and  improvement  of  the  English  tongue ;  i 
here,  to  make  goqd  my  promise,  send  you  what  suggestions 
I  had  once  prepared  in  order  to  it;  and,  if  you  could  en*' 
gage  my  Lord  Arlington,  and  the  politer  greate  men  to 
finvour .  it,     they    would   easily    obtaine    of   his   Majesty 
some  conyfsniency  of  meeting  in  the  Court  itself;  wliicl\ 
might  not  only  prove  an  ornament  to  it,  but  render  it  a  pro* 
fitable  diversion,  perhapi^  emulous  of  the  stage,  not  to  sa]r 
the  pulpet,  and,  by  degrees,  introduce  likewise  a  greatec 
^iadnessi  towarids  the  R.  Society  in  general,  as  to  their  phiw 
^sophical  concerns,  and  place  it  beyond  the  power  of  that 
envy  and  detraction,  uiider  which  it  has  so  long  labourM, 
for  want  of  those  influences,  and  it's  being  better  under-^ 
flood.     But  of  these  topiqs — upon  some  other  occasion.     I 
proceed  to  the  suLy^ct  in  tumd.    And,  first, 

^'  I  conceive  the  reason  both  of  additions  to,  and  the  cor^^ 
V^timsqi^  the.  $nglUh  langw^e  (as  of  moat  other  tonguj^s). 
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Iker  proceeded  from  the  same  causes  \  namely,  from  victories^ 
ficBttMians  or  colonies^  frontier Sy  staples  of  commerc(^y  pedan^ 
py  of  M:huUsy  aftectation  of  travtllers^  translations^  ftmcif^ 
»k}  stj^e  of  courty  vernility  and  mincing  of  citts^  pulpii^y 
tkmfitrsr,.  the  6jr,  gad  from  shops,  &c. 

^*-  The  parts  affected  with  it  we  find  to  be  the  accent,  anna'- 
Ik^V,  direct  jnttrpretation^  tropes,  phrases,  ^nd  the  like.  I 
shSauld^  therefore,  humbly  propose,  K  that  there  might  first 
be  coaipird  a  ^rr/m'ffr  for  the  precepts,  which  (as  it  did  th« 
Rrnwian:,  when  Crates  transferr'd  ti^e  art  to  Rome,  followed  by 
IKottnedes^,  Priscian,  and  others,  who  undertook  it)  might 
.  OBthf  insist  on  the  rules,  the  sole  and  adequate  meanea  to* 
iimdtJr  it  a  learned,  ^>  well  aij  learnable,  tongue. 

^2,  That,  with  this,  a  more  certain  orthography  were  in- 
troduced, as  by  leaving  out  supef-fluous  letters,  ^c.  such  as 
{oJ^inTL^aemeny  pc0ple',  {n)  in  honour ^  fji)  in  reproach ;  (ughj 
is  theicgh,  &g. 

**X  That  there  might  be  excogitated' some  new  pm^cSr 
and  accentSy  besides  such  as  our  grammarians  and  critics  use^ 
ts^assisiy,  i)i$pirit,  and  mMlfie,  the  promintiat ion  of  sentences^ 
and  to  stand  as  marks  before  hand,  how  the  voice  and  tone  is 
to  lie  goveri]'d  in  reading  or  reciting,  and  for  varying  the 
ftfHeof  the  wceras  the  subject  is  affected,  Thiis  would  he 
of^great  use  in  the  reading  or  pro-nauncing  of  verses,  and  of 
iio  sraali  importance  to  the  stage,  the  puipet,  and  the  barr. 

*:4.  To  this  might  follow  a  lexicon,  or  collection  of  aH  the 
pure ^xtd  genuin^  English  words  by  themselves;  then,  those 
fjiat  are  denvattve  from  others,  with  their  prime,  certaion 
waif^uraiy  signification;  then  the  symbolicaly  so  as  no  m- 
WPsatim  might  be  used  or  favoured,  at  least,  tilrthere  should 
arise  i^me  necessity  of  providing  a  new  edition,  and  of  am-r 
plifing  the  old  upon  mature  advice, 

*^  5.  That,  in  order  to  this,  sonie  were  appointed  to  coU 
lect  all  the  technical  words,  especially  those  of  the  mor^ 
geaeFoa&  and  liberal  employments,  as  the  author  of  the 
f*  :Essnres  des  Merveilles  de  Nature,  et  des  plus  nobles  Artijices,^^ 
lias  don  for  the  French;  Francis  Junius,  and  others,  have 
cndeayour'd  for  the  Latine;  and  as  Mr.  Philips  has  lately  at-  ' 
tcinpted  in  his  English  dictionary,  and  an  ingenious  divine 
(a  friend  of  mine)  is  about  upon  the  above-mentioned 
*^  Essaie$  des  Mei^eilUs,^^  &c.  But  this  mv|st  he  gleaned 
from  ikops,  not  bool^s.  '  - 

**■.  6.  That  things  difficult  to  be  trayislated  or  expressed,  and 
snch  as  are,  as  it  were,  incommensurable  one  to  another,  as 
di'terfjunaticns  of  weigJitsoxid  measurs,  coines,  honors^  national^ 
babltSy  arntcs,  dishes,  drinks,  viuny:ipal  constitutions  of  courts,^ 
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pli  and  abrogated  cosiomesy  &c.  were  better  interpreted  than 
83  yet' we  fiad  them  in  dictionaries^  and  noted  in  the  lexicon. 
''  7.  That  a  full  catalogue  of  exotic  words^  such  as  are  minted 
by  our  logo-dedali,  were  exhibited;  and  that  it  were  re* 
solved  on  what  should  be  sufficient  to  render  them  currentj 
ut  civitate  donentur-,  since,  without  restraining  that  same  wj-j 
domitam  nomndi  vei^boum  licentiam^  it  will  in  time  quite 
disguise  the  language.  There  are  some  elegant  words  intixH 
duced  by  phj/sitianSf  chiefly,  and  phitosophers^  w6rthy  to  be 
^retained;  others  it  may  be  fitter  to  be  abrogated,  since  there 
ought  to  be  a  law  as  well  as  a  liberty^  in  this  particular,  to 
aliay  the  itch  of  being  the  author  of  a* new,  but  abortive^ 
word.  And  in  this  choyce  there  would  be  some  reguard  to 
the  well  sounding  ^nd  more  harmonious^  and  such  as  are  nu-f 
merous,  and  apt  to  fall  gracefully  into  their  cadences^  and 
periods'^  and  so  recommend  themselves  at  the  very  first  sights, 
^  it  werCf  Others,  which  (like  false  stones)^  will  never 
^AtVz^  or  give  lustur,  in  what  ever  day  they  be  placed;  but 
embase  the  rest.  And  here,  I  observe,  that  such  as  have 
convers'd  long  in  tmiversiiies,  &c.  do  greatly  affect  words 
and  expressions,  no  where  in  credit  besides,  as  may  be 
noted  in  Cleaveland's  Poems  for  Cambridg;  and  there  are 
also  so|ne  Qxfprd  wprds  usM  by  others,  a$  I  might  instance 
if  needfull. 

*^  8.  Previous  to  this  enquiry  would  be,  what  particular 
dialects,  idiojns^  and  proverbs^  were  in  use  in  every  ^eVeral 
(county  of  England ;  for  the  words  of  the  present  age  being 
properly  the  vetnqculaf  or  classic  rather,  especial  reguard  is 
to  be  bad  of  them,  and  this  consideration  admits  of  infinite 
improveinentSj  though  Mr.  Hay  has  lately  published  a  good 
specimen  for  the  references;  and  our  new  etmnologicon  much 
adornM  this  disiderat.  Chauc^ef^  Lelandj  and  especially  some 
of  our  antienter  Saxon  writers,  have  some  words  and  ex- 
pressions of  greater  comprehension,  apd  not  to  be  contem'd 
were  we  not  exceedingly  given  sometiipes  to  change  Jar  the 
worse. 

^^  9.  Happly  it  were  not  amiss  that  we  had  a  better  col* 
lection  (than  is  in  the  Scheie  of  CompliinerUSy  Helpe  to  Disr 
course,  and  other  ridiculous  books)  of  the  most  quaint  and 
courtly  expressions,  by  way  of  Florilegiuniy  Copia^  or  phrases, 
distinct  from  the  province,  and  yet  un-ajfected;  for,  we  are 
infinitely  to  seek^  in  our  civil  addresses,  excuses,  and  formet 
ppon  suddaine  and  unpremeditated  (though  ordinary)  en-" 
punters,  &>c.  in  which  the  French,  Italians,  and  Spanyards, 
have  a  kind  of  natural  ^race  and  talent,  which  furnishes  the 
fOQversation^  and  rendep  it  very  agreeable.    liere  then 
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wasty  come  in  synommes,  kmruymphiaSy  he.  and  foir  the  moi^ 
csefnll  periods  in  writing  i^nd  expression  of  things  difficulty 
the  varieties  znA  changes  you  suggested  the  other  day,  wfaic^ 
W(ml4  be  of  wonderfull  use. 

**  lOj.  And  since  there  is  likewUe  a  manil^  rotation  and 
circling  of  wordsy  which  go  in  and  out  like  the  mode  and 
£»hion  fand  are  for  the  time  as  greate  tyrants),  hookas' would 
be  consulted  for  the  reduction  of  some  of  the  old  words  and 
expressions,  bad  formerly  in  deliciis ;  for,  our  hmguage  is  in 
many  places  sterile  ^xid  bar7*en  by  reason  of  this  depopulation 
(as  I  may  name  it),  and  therefore  such  fields  should  be  new 
Oiitivatedy  and  enriched^'  either  with  the/oivner  (if  more  sig" 
mficant)  or  some  other :  for  example,  we  have  hardly  any 
wwd  that  dos  so  fully  expresse  the  French  clingtiant,  naivetS^ 
enmtyy  concert^  chicanericy  consume^  emotiony  defer y  effort,  &c. 
Italian  garbdiOy  soeltOy  hizzarrOy  &c.  Let  us  therefore 
^  the  Romans  did  the  Greeks)  make  as  m^ny  of  these 
do  hornage^  are  like  to  prove  good  citizens;  but  concemiDg 
tliis,  I  have  sayd  sometl^ing  in  article  81 

**  Something  qijght  hkewise  be  well  translated  out  of  the 
best  orators  and  poetSy  Greek  and  Latin,  and  even  out  of  the 
modern  languages;  that  so  a ju^ement  might  be  made  con-? 
ceming  the  el^gmu^  of  the  style;  and  so  a  laudable  and  un^ 
affcctea  imitation  of  the  best  (by  way  of  prohiskm)  reconi- 
mended  to  writers.  I  am  persuaded,  if  these  particula|» 
mrere  well  cultivated,  and  that  a  collection  of  ingenious  per- 
sons did  make  it  a  serious  business,  as  the  French  and  Italians 
have  don,  tinder  the  auspices  of  Cardinal  Richlieu,  our  Ian" 
gU0ge  might  in  a  short  time  reach  to  the  noblest  heightSy  and 
equaJly  obtaine  amongst  our  more  spreading  neighbours^ 

^'  But  first,  sir,  there  must  be  a  stock  of  reputation  eained 
1^  some  public  writings  and  compositions  of  the  menwers  ox 
^ch  an  assemhli/y  or  the  king  vaw^t  command  axid /avour  it, 
|bat  maUceous  men  do  iiot  put  it  out  of  countenance,  by 
calling  them  comediantiy  3,nd  fopps  {sla  you  know  who  has 
don) ;  that  so  they  may  not  think  it  a  dishonpr  to  submit  to 
the  test,  and  reguard  tnem  ^s  judges  aqd  compe^nt  appro'^ 
bators.         ) 

*^  Thus  fer  were  that  worthy  designe  of  yours;  advanced, 
I  conceive  a  very  small  matter  would  dispatch  the  art  of  rhe*. 
ior'ky  which  the  French  proposed  as  one  of  the  first  things 
,tbey  recommended  to  their  ramous  acadepfiitians. 

**  To  give  a  ta«t  what  might  ^possibly  be  don  by  the  only 
assistance  of  the  English  and  some  neighbour  tongues,  I  di4 
(not  long  since)  at  the  request  of  my  I^rd  Howard  of  NorfoHi 
9nd  which  might  happly  g:rattfie  soni^  v^ry  greate  pei*^¥ 
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tliat  have  excellent  understandings  (but  who  it  is  not  neces«> 
sary  should  undergo  the  pedantry  and  tyrannic  of  letters  and 
deep  erudition^)  write  an  es$ai/y  htmfdr  a  man  might  becmne 
learned  by  the  ordjf  assistance  of  the  modern  languages^  and 
which  few  of  our  greate  men  but  understand. 
.  '^  But  this  was  meerly  for  his  private  use^  and  to  obe^  his 
pleasure ;  and  though,  I  could,  bravely  defend  the  desi^ne^ 
yet  oiir  malicious  pedarUs  would  laugh  at  it.  It  would  p^sse 
acceptably  in  any  nation  but  ours. 

^^  I  have  also  selected  some  English  letters^  &9.  and  wtit-* 
ten  a  tragy^comedyy  which  are  all  impertineiuei  not  to  have 
been*named  to  any  but  a  v^ry  obliging  and  fnendly  intimate^ 
and  since  I  penned  them^  as  the  orator  says^ 


€< 


Nohtam  perficiendi  spe^  quam  experiundivoluptatey 
"  Your  most  faithfuU  servant^ 

^  «  J*  Evelyn, 

^^  Sii'j  pardon  my  ill  character^  and  other  defects :  I  ami 
heartily  weary  and  half  blind,  having  this  day  written  th^ 
whole  packet  which  I  now  send  you  (containing  17  pages  fol.) 
besides  other  worked* 

1797,  Marchi  /        ' 


KCI.  From  the  Revi  Thomas  Sewaf dl; 

No  apology  will  be  necessary  to  y6ur  learned  readers  for 
the  insertion  of  the  following  original  and  truly-classidal 
epistle. 

ALtJMNtTS. 

"  ViVoreverendddoctissimodue  Afidrese  Mario  Chappo,  D.D. 
&c;  ^alutem  plurimanl  dicit  Thomas  Sewardj  A.M; 

candnicud  Lichfeldensis; 

**  Epistola  tua^  vir  doctissime,  jamdiidum  efratica,^  ad  me 
tandem  delata  est,  septuagenarjum,  et  a;grum,  inhabilera- 
que  sane  ad  expletidum  animum  tuum;-  qui  in  autiquitatibus 
perscrutandis  inexpertus  et  rudis  sum,  et  Latine  loqui  vel 
scribere  diu  desuetus.  Sed  cum  ccenobium  CoveiKtrense 
ctim  monachis  ejus  olim  dissplutum  est  et  obrutum>  sed^sque 
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eorum;  :et  palatium  episcopale,  et  ruinSB  ipsae  omnes  peri- 
jBfunt,  vix  npene  pretium  ridetur  te,  et  tua  splendidiora 
rstudia  obscuroi*um  viporum  nominibus  soli^  detinere  ;  pr»- 
.jsertim,  cum  vi^:  liber,  nedunpi  brevis  epistoia,  ad  respooden- 
diini  quacstionibus  tuis  sufficiat.     Historiam  aittem  ecciesia- 
U'um    harum    concathedralium    breviter    perstringam.      In 
Saxonutti  Heptarchia,  amplissiroum  erat  etMitissimum  reg- 
.  jiiirn  Mecciae:    Oswius  autem  Northumbrise  rex  hoc  subegit, 
et  ex  tenebris  hyberboreis  ad  Christianain  fidem  redemit. 
Hie  ecclesiam  Lichfeldiae  erex it  circa  annum  657,  quae  fere 
lomnes  Mediterraneas  Angliae  partes  in  ditione  episcopal!  t^e- 
iieJjat,     Episcopus  enim  quamplurimos  sacerdotes  labonun 
participes  secum  habuit,  qui  vicatim  et  vicissim  missi  ambi- 
rent  regnum,  nondum  enira  in  parochiis  divisum  fuit.     Anno 
800  rex  Mercia)  Orfa  t'uit,  qiii  aut  collapf^nt  restaurabat,  aut 
parvam  ampliavit  ecclesiam  Lichfeldetisem  adeo  ut  fundator 
alter  interdum  vocai-etur.  Hie  a  Papa  Hadriahoimpetravit,  ut 
Licbfeldiie  seeks  archiepiscopalis  fieret.     Adulphus  conse- 
cratus  est,  qui  rexit  provinciana  annos  sex  et  tnginta.     Illo 
defunctb,  nulli  sofccessorum  pallium  archi episcopale   con- 
cessum  est.     Post  longam  episcopdrum'  seriem,  anno  oaillesi- 
mo  sexagesimo  isexto  tundatum  est  coenobiura  Coventrense 
per  Leotricum,  comitem  MerciaB  poteiitissimum  ditissiinuro- 
que,  atavis  forsan  regibus  Mercise  editum;  sed  heptarcbia 
turtc  dissoluta,  in  unum  regnum  Saxonum  occidentalium  re- 
dacta  fuit.    Major  autem  honosconjugi  ejus  Godivaeattribui- 
tur,  pulcherrima),  castissima3,  et  monachoruni  ordinibus  de- 
votissima).   lU.a  importune  conjugem  diu  sollicitaverat  ut  coe- 
'  nobium  hoc  fundaret,  et  nundiiiarum  vectigalia  civibus  dona- 
ret.     Cui  joculariter  ille  "  Hac  lege  tibi  astringo  fidem,  ut 
faciam  id  quod  peti^,  cum  tu,  mea  suavisi^ima,  per  compita 
publica  Coventrise  nuda  ecjuitaveris,"     Ilia,  tantum  religio 
potuit,  assentitur  ;  et  solutis  crinibus  pertongis  adumbrata, 
et  quasi  vestita,  civibusque  omnibu§  interdictis  fenestras  ap- 
propinquare,  iter  iniit.  Unus  Actteon,  comitissae  stabularius, 
ausus  est  mandatum  violare.     Comitissa^  eqiius,  fautoreoi 
suum  per  fenestvam  cernens,  binnitum  tollit,  et  nebulonem 
prodit  *,  ouj  us  effigies  lignf  a  per  fenestram  perantiquajdomus, 
(ejusdem,  ut  ainnt,  aut  saltern  in  eodem  loco  positae,)  caput 
pepetuo  protrudit,  et  monstmturdigitis  prsetereuntium.  So- 
Jenni  insuper  pompa  magistratuum,  et  civium  Omnium,  in  bo- 
norem  munificentissimfc  patronse  GodiTse,  visitatur  hoc  la- 
dicrum  terficulum  ;  et,  quasi  vivum  derisione,  cachinnis,  et 
seommatibus  vulgus  insectatur,  et  speculator  quisque  intem- 
pestivus  et  ineptus  etiam  nunc  vocatur  Peeping  Tantn    In 
jiac- pompa,  mulicr,  veste  nivea  astiicie  membris  adaptata^ 
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<]|uasi  Duda,  et  capiUis  aisicitiis  adumbraia,  persoiiam  comi* 
tisss  gerity  alboque.  insidens  equo  per  cpmpita  equitat. 
Oleaiit  heec  forsan  aniles  fabulas:  sed  antiqua^ii,  auctoritate 

fraves,  hsec  et  plura  de  bac  re  tradunt.     Ut  ut  haec  sint, 
oc  certum^est ;  ccenobium  Coventriae  tantis  auri  et  argeoti 
pdnderibus  dotatum,  tantis  gemmarum  luminibus  illustraturo, 
ut  vix  parietes  ad  thesauros  continendos  sufiicerent.     Et 
dictum  coenobium  totius  insulce  longe  ditissimum.      Sed 
hactenus ;  redeaoaus  ad  Licbfeldiam,  cujiis  templum  tegmiDe 
lignario  cO'^opertum  es39  traditur ;  et,  ut  suspicor,  injuria 
teinporis  labefactum  :    nam,   in  regnis  sequentibus,  multa 
regia  dona  ad  id  restauranduoi  memorahtun    Kec  aliam  in- 
venio  causaai^  cur  ^piscopi  maternam  sedem  desererent,  et 
eam  ad  urbem  Cestriam«  castrum  occidentale  quondam  Ro-* 
manorun),  transferrent ;  auctoritate concilii provincialisapiid 
Londinum,  per  Lanfrancum  archiepiscopum  Cantuariensem, 
celebrati.    Nee  Cestriee  diu  remansit  honos ;  secundus  enim 
episcopus  Roberfus  de  Lymeri,  Normannus,  ut  credo,  nam 
regibus  Guliplmo  Rufo  et  Henrico  Primo  administer  fuit 
potentissimus,  gazis  et  ^emmisi  Coventria;  infaians,  transferri 
sedem  suaro  ad  Coventnam  impetravit,  et  thesauros  incon- 
tinenter  jnvolavit;  nam  ex  una  trabe  sola  quihgentas  marcas 
corrasisse  dicitur.     Hsec  prima  coenobii  calainita§.     Multa 
surripuit,  nee  tamen  omnia;  fundos  ingentes  et  solldo^  ab- 
ligurire  non  potuit.     Hie  inter  monachos  Coventren^es,   et 
canonicos  Licnfeldenses,  episcopi  eligendi  potestatem  (livisit. 
Sed  magnsb  et  acerbse  lites  exinde  ortse  sunt ;    inter  bos, 
antiquitate,  et  illos,  divitiis  ^uperbientes.     Harum  rixarum 
longas  ambages,  quae  in  tertium  seculum,  non  nisi  magna 
laicorum  offensione,   protrahebantur,   non   placitum^.   nee 
meum   est,  persequi.     Anno  *tamlem   1224,    plenipotentia 
paps  Honorii  tertii,  tantas  potuit  conipohere  lites,  cujus 
decreto,  ambobus  capitulis,  una  vice  in  Coventria;  ecclesia^ 
altera  in  Lichfeldense  eligeretur  episcopus.   Hoc  ordine  con- 
junctas  sunt  cathedrae ;  et  si  non  cprdiaiiter  inter  monachos 
etseculares,  at  sine  iitibus  judicialibus.     Et  satis  compcsitae 
res  procedebant^  usque  ad  regnum  Henrici  octavi,  qui  nao- 
nachorum  ordines  omnes  delevit,  et  eorum  fundos  pra^^rain* 
des  inter  aulicos  suos,  et  proceres  regni  divisit ;  couscnbens 
exercitum  virorum  npbiiium  et  divitum  contra  agmina  papas. 
Per  base  omnia  secula,  scientia  et  Veritas  sub  pedibus  con- 
.  culc^aB  erant ;.  nee  saepe  erigebant  capita,  ne  quidem  sub 
doctareginaEIizabetba.  Primus  interepiscoposLichfeldenisea 
et  Coventrenses  cujus  opera  ad  hsec  leguntur,  erat  Joannes 
Hachettus,  qui perdueliione  flagrante  contra  Carolum primum^ 
rector  erat   »anctas  Andreas  ecclesias  apud  Londinum,    et 
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circa  atinum  1641  liturgia?  Anglicanse  a  senator ib us  populi 
soils,  regeetoptimatibus  dissentientibus,  reprobatae  et  inter- 
dictaD  firmtUer  adhaesit;  et  dum  cultum  diviniim  celebrabat, 
decurio  rebellis  cum  altero  sicario  in  ecciesiam   ruit,  et 
minaciter  jubet  eum  )Jesistere.    Jussa  injusta  contemnens 
MayTK  cifAMftuv  in  precibus  perseverabat    Ille  furore  plusquain 
fanatico  ssstuans,  scloppum  usque  ad  os  hominis  obtrudens, 
instantem^    ni  desistat, ,  minitatur  mortem.     Cui   sereniter 
sacerdos,  *^  Fungor  ego  officio  meo,  miles;  fungere  tu  tuo." 
Perculsus  ille  erubuit,  et  abiit.    Hachettus,  Carolo  secundo 
restaurato,  iactus  episcopus  Lichfeldiaj  et  Coventriae,  tem- 
plum  cathedrale  pene  obrutum,  turrim  cuspidatam,  seu  po- 
tius  obeliscum  Gothicum  procerissimumi  altissimum,  et  pul- 
cherrimum,  tormentis  fractum  et  eversum,  culmina  plunibea 
disjecta  et  direpta,  parietes  et  cblumnas,  et  laquearia  foedia- 
ta  et  auda,  equorum  bellicosorum  et  stercoris  grande  recep- 
taculum,  paiatium  episcopale  simili  ruina  turpatum  invenit. 
Hoc  neglexit,  domo  canonica  contentus,  sed  totis  yiribus  ad 
dbmum  Dei  restaurandantincubuit.  Nam  postridie  ejus  diei 
qua  Lichfeldiam  intravit,    diluculo  primo  servos  equosque 
suos  ad  sordes  a  tendplo  removendas  extimulavit.     Quotque 
incfeoacvit  acerrime,  paucis  annis  felicitet  integravit;  nam, 
partim  de  propriis  sumptibus,  partim  magnates  regni  exQi*- 
ando,  viginti  et  tria  nWllia  librarum,  ingentem  eo  tempore 
summam,  in  hoc  opere  tarn  nobili  consumpsit.     PraDsuJ  hio 
doctus  et  strenuus  fidei  Anglicanoe  defensor  erat  contra 
Jesuitas,  et  concionator  sui  t^emporis  Celebris  :  stylus  autem 
ejus  rudis  est  et  obsoletus.    Huic  successit  episcopus;  a  re- 
gia  meretrice  in  cathedram  intrusus,  qui,  tali  patrona  dignusi 
monstrum  fuit  avaritrac ;  cui  nihil  episcopale,  nihil  sacrum, 
nisi  auri  sacra  fames.     Merito  tandem  ab  arcbiepiscopo  Can- 
tuariensi  muictatus  est;  cujas  ex  cr^pqlaaur^a,  utitadicami 
prassens  paiatium  episcopale  grande  satis  et  splendidum  emi- 
cuit.     Huic  successit  vir  magni  ingenii  et  doctrinae  Gulid' 
inus  Lloyd,  cui  linguae  orientales  cyias\  vernaculae  erant.    lUi 
proxumus  fuit  Joannes  Hough,  vir  onini  laude  dignus,  qui 
juvenis  adhuc^  MagdalensB  coUegii  apud  Oxoniam  praeses 
electus-fuit,  contra  illegalia  mandata  Jacobi  secundi  quivi* 
rum  legibus  inhabiJem  in  banc  dignitatem  eligi  jusserat.    Ob 
hoc,  irato  rege,  expulsus  erat;  sed  anno  proximo,  rege  ipso 
ab  Anglia  expulso,  restitutus,  etpost  aliquot  an nos  ad  dloe- 
cesin  Lichfeld^nsem  evectus,  ubi  multos  annosab  omnibus  ho- 
noratus  vixit,  donee  ab  Anna  reginain  divitem  Vigornia;  ca- 
thedram translatus  fuit/  Aulicis  elegantiae,  religio^is  pietatis, 
omnibus  Christianae  benevolentiac  optima  documentapraebuit, 
usque  ad  plusquam  nonagesimum  a;tatis  annum.     Huic  sue- 
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c^sHChandlenis,  pi'innimcanoniciis,  deindeepiscopusUch- 
^Idensis^  et  postea  tianslatus  ad  ditissimum  dlcecesio  Dunel-* 
niia^.     ]|]e  propugnator  strennns  fidei  Christiana;  contra  ei-* 
gaotes  istos  infideles  CoUinsium  et  Tindalitini,  qui  apostcuoS 
et  eT^qgelistas  nequitiae  et  ignorantia^  audaciter  insimulant^ 
quia  prophetias  veteris  Testamenti  faistoriis  novi  aptaTemnt. 
Huic  siiccessit  Ilichardus  Smalbroke,  qui  miracnia  Christf, 
contra  Woolstonum,    fidei  desertorem   et  calumniatoremj^ 
docte  et  acute  defendit.     Hujns  successor  fuit  Fredericus 
Coniwallis,  comitis  de  Comwailispatmus,  qui  annos  octode- 
cim  Dio?cesin  Lichfeldenseni,  diiigenterysapienter,at  amicis* 
sime  administravity     et  nunc  cathedram  arcbiepiscopalezQ 
Cantuariensem  splendide  ornat.     Hujus  successor  foit  JoaQ-» 
pes  IBgerton,  ducis  Bridgwateriensis  patruelis^  et  ha^res  prox^ 
imusy  vir  doctus,  elf^gans,  et  in  rebus  agendis  acuttis  et 
perspicax.     Post  bienhiiim  ad  Dunelmiam  evectus  fuit.     lUi 
successit  Brownlow  North,  comitis  Guildfprdise  filius^  et 
Domini  North,  gaza?  r^gi,as  custodis  et  rerum  pubiicarum  cu- 
ntturis  fj^ter  fraterrimus,  qui  bienniuoi  quoque  hie  commo<« 
^tus,  ad  Vigorniam  translatii;^  est.     Episcopus  Tere  nobilis,^ 
coniis,  et  benignus,  dioecesinostnenunc  praesidet  Richardus 
Hurd,  qui  apud  acadeaiiam  Cants^brigiensem  studiis  buma« 
nioribus  contemporaneis  omnibus  facile  antecessit;  critici 
acnminis  et  promptae  doctriiia)  quampinrima  esemplaria  ad^ 
))Qc  ^uyenis  edidit.    Deinde  dialogos  quosdam  historicos^ 

Eliticos,  et  morales,  scripsit,  qui  iniagho  fructu  a  literatis 
^ntur;  postea  prophetias  veteris  et  noyi  Testamenti, 
claro  et  insigni  ordme  digessit  et  expUcuit.  His  ingenii  et 
{netati^  documentis,  morum  suavitate,  et  egregis^  vultua 
giutia  inductus,  comes  de  Mansfield,  jqdicum  nostrorum 
merko  princeps,  et  legiira  non  magi^  quam  Tirorqm  sicutissi-- 
wus  judex,  regi  nostro  hunc  commendayitf  ut  fieret  prse- 
ceptor  principis  Galliseet  fratfis  ejus  secularis  episcopi  Os- 
BalMPogensi^.  {Ix  illo  igitur  spes  Britannia  nunc  pendet« 
Discipuli  ejus,  ut  aiidivi  et  spero,  bonamm  artium  studiis 
^riter  incumbunt,  et  rapidi  proficiunt ;  et  ex  illo,  precor, 
^rivata  Tirtus  in  patri^m  populumque  fiuaU 

mi,  June,  %  S,"- 
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JprU  22y  1784. 

* ,  SEND  you  herewith  a  bill  for  ten  Louis  d'ors^    I  do  not 
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pretend  to  give  such  a  sum :  i  only  lend  it  to  you.  When 
you  shall  return  to  your  country,  you  cannot  fail  of  getting 
mlo  some  business  that  will  in  time  enable  you  to  pay  an 
your  debts.  In  that  case,  when  you  meet  with  another  h(h 
jiest  man  in  similar  distress,  you  must  p(ty  me  by  lending  this 
sum  to  him,  injoining  him  to  discharge  the  aebt  by  a  Ijkt 
operation,  when  he  shall  be  able,  and  shall  meet  with  such 
another  opportunity.  I  hope  it  may  thus  go  through  many 
hands  before  it  meets  with  a  knave  to  stop  its  progress.  Thisf 
18  a  trick  of  mine  for  doing  a  deal  of  good  with  a  little  mo- 
ney. I  am  hot  rich  enough  to  afford  rnuch  in  good  works, 
and  so  aip  obliged  tp  be  cunning,  and  make  the  most  of  a^ 
little.  ■  -■' "  " 

1797,  Sept^ 
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LETTER  L 

Straioberrj/^hillf  Oct.  23,  1753. 

I  AM  extremely  obliged  to  you,  Sir^  »for  the  valuable  com-r 
munication  you  have  made  to  me.  It  is  extremely  so  to  me, 
as  it  does  justice  to  a  memory  that  I  revere  to  the  highest 
degree ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  it  would  be  acceptable  to 
that  part  bf  the  world  tha^  loves  truth ;  and  that  part  will  be 
the  majority  as  fast  as  they  pass  away  who  have  an  interest 
in  preferring  falsehood.  Happily,  truth  is  longer-lived  thaa 
the  passions  of  individuals ;  atid,  when  mankind  ai^e  not  mis- 
led, they  can  distinguish  white  from  black. 

I  myself  do  not  pretend  to  be  unprejudiced ;  I  must  be 
so  to  the  best  of  fathers ;  I  should  be  ashanoied  to  be  qaite 
impartial.  No  wonder  then.  Sir,  if  I  am  greatly  pleased 
with  so  able  a  justification.  Yet  I  am  not  so  blinded  bat 
that  I  can  discern  solid  reasons  for  admiring  your  Defence^ 
You  have  placed  that  Defeiic€i,^on  sound  and  Tiear  grounds; 
and,  though  very  briefly,  haveVery  learnedly  stated  and 
distinguished  the  landmarks  of  our  Constitution,  and  the 
encroachments  made  on  it,  by  justly  referring  the  principles 
of  liberty  to  the  Saxon  system,  and  imputing  the  corrup- 
tions of  it  to  the  Norman.  This  was  a  great  deal  too  deep 
for  that  superficial  mountebank  Hume  to  go ;  for,  a  mounte- 
bank he  was.  He  mounted  a  freleau  in  the  garb  of  a  phi- 
losophic empiric,  but  dispensed  no  drugs  but  what  be  waf 
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aiithprised  to  vend  by  a  royals  patent,  and  w'hich  were  full 
of  l^urjcish  opium.  He  liad  studied  nothing  relative  to  the 
English  Constitution  before  Clueen  Elizabeth,  and  had  se- 
lected some  of  her  ijaos^  arbitrary  acts  to  countenance  those 
of  the  Stuarts ;  and  even  Uers,  he  uiisrepresented ;  ^  for, 
her  worst  deeds  w^re  levelled  agaiiist  the  nobility,  those  of 
the  Stuarts  against  the  people  ;,<  hers,  consequently,  were 
rathejr  ^i  obligation  to  this  people;  for,  the  mosjt  heinous 
part  of  comniQu  despotism  is,  that  it  produces  a  thousand 
despots  instead  of  one.  Muley  Moloch  cannot  lop  off  many 
beads  with  his  own  hand  ;  at  least  he  takes  those  in  his  way, 
those  of  his  pourtiers ;  but  his  bashaws  and  viceroys  ;spread 
destruction  every  where. 

The  flimsy,  ignorant,  blundering,  manner  in  which  Hume 
executed  the  reigns  preceding  IJenry  VH.  is  a  proof  of  how 
little  ha  had  examined  the  history  of  our  Constitution..   . 

I  could  say  much,  much  more,  Sir,  in  commendation  of 
your  work,  were  I  not  apprehensive  of  being  biassed  by  the 
iubject.     Still,  that  it  would  not  be  from  flattery  I  will  prove, 
J>y  taking  the  liberty  of  making  two  objections,  and  they 
tre  only  to  the  last  page  but  one.     Perhaps  you  will  think 
that  my  first  objection  does  shew  that  I  avi  too  much  biassed* 
I  own,   I  /am  sorry  to  see  my  father  compai*ed  to  Sylia ; 
the  latter  was  a  sanguinary  usurper,  a  monster — the  former 
the  mildest,  most  forgiving,  best-ruatured  of  nien,  and  a 
legal  minister.     Nor,  I  fear,  will  the  Only  liglit  in  which  you 
compare  thei[n  stancj  the  test.     Sylla  resigned  his  powei? 
voluntarily,  insolently,  perhaps  timidly,  as  he  might  think 
he  had  a  better  chancy  of  dying  in  his  bed  if  be  retreated 
than  by  continuing  to  rule  by  force.     My  father  di4  not  ret 
tire  by  hi^  own  option ;  he  h^d  lost  the  majority  of  the 
House   of'  Commons,     Sylla,   you  sa)-.  Sir,  retired   unim- 
peached — it  is  tri^e,  but  covered  with  blood,     My  father 
yi^  not  impeached  J  in  our  strict  sense  of  the  word,  but,  to 
niy  great  joy,  he  was  \v\  effect,   A  secret  committee,  a  worse 
inquisition  ^han  |i  jury,  was  namedrrroot  to  try  him,  but  to 
sift  his  life  fgr  crimes — an4  put  of  such  a  jury,  chosen  in 
the  dark,  and  not  one  of  whqm  h^  might  challenge,  he  had 
some  determinied  enemies,  many  opponents,  and  but  two 
he  could  suppose  his  friend^.     And  what  was  the  conse- 
quence ?    A  q?an,  charged  with  every  state  crime  almost  for 
20  years,  was  proved  to  have  don^— r-what  ?  paid  some  writen^ 
jnuch  more  than  they  deserved,  for  having  defended  him 
^inst  ten  thousand  and  ten  thousand  libels  (some  of  which 
/  had  been  written  by  his  inquisitors)',  all  which  libels  were 
:(^QDfe^sed  to  have  been  lies  by  his  inquisitors  themsetvi^s  i 

^9  4 


252  77t€  Earl  of  Orford  to  Gov.  PownalL 

for,  they  could  not  produce  pfshs^dow  of  one  of  the  crimes 
with  which  they  had  charged  him !  I  ipustown,  Sir,  I  think 
f:hat  Sylla  and  a>y  father  ought  to  be  set  in  opposition  rather 
jhan  paralleled. 

My  other  objection  is  still  more  serious;  and,  if  I  am  so 
happy  as  to  convince  you,  I  shall  hope  that  you  will  alter  the 
paragraph,  as  it  seems  to  impute  something  to  Sir  Robert 
pf  which  he  was  not  only  naost  innocent,  but  of  which,  if 
he  had  been  guilty,  I  should  think  bim  e^^tremely  so,  for  he 
would  have  been  very  ungrateful. 

You  say,  "  he  had  not  the  comfort  to  see  that  he  had  es- 
tablished his  own  family  by  any  thing  which  he  received 
from  the  gratitude  of  that  Hanover  family,  or  from  the  gra-r 
titude  of  that  country,  \yhich  he  had  saved  and  i^erved." 
Good  Sir,  what  4oes  this  sentence  seem  to  imply,  but  that 
either  Sir  Robert  himself,  or  his  iamily,  thought,  or  think, 
that  the  kings  George  I.  and  U.  or  England,  were  ungrate- 
ful for  not  rewarding  his  services?    Defend  him  and  us  from 
such  a  charge !    He  nor  we  ever  had  such  a  thought.     Was 
it  not  rewarding  hini  to  make  him  pritoe-minister,  and  main*? 
^in  ^nd  support  him  against  all  his  enemies  for  twenty  years 
together  ?    Did  not  Qeorge  I.  make  his  eldest  son  a  peer, 
and  give  to  the  father  and  son  a  valuable  patent  place  in  the 
Custom-house  for  three  lives  ?    Did  not  George  JI.  give  my 
alder  brother  the  auditor's  place,  and  to  my  other  brother 
and  me  other  rich  places  tor  our  lives ;  for,  though  in  the 
gift  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury^  do  vfe  not  owe  them 
to  the  king,  who  made  him  so  ?    Did  not  the  late  king  make 
my  father  an  earl,  and  dismiss  hini  with  a  pension  of  4000]^ 
a  year  for  his  life  i    Could  he  or  we  not  think  these  ample 
rewards  ?    W-hat  rapacious  sordid  wretches  mjiist  he  ?ind  we 
have  been,  ^nd  be,  could  we  entertain  such  an  ideal    As 
far  hav^  we  aU  been  from  thinking  him  neglected  by  his 
country.    Did  not  his  country  see  and  know  those  rewards? 
and  could  it  think  thqse  regards  inadequate  ?  Besides,  Sir, 
^eat  as  I  hold  my  father'ff  services,  they  were  solid  and  si- 
lent, not  ostensible:  they  were  of  a  kind  to  ^hich  1  hold 
your  justification  a  more  suitable  reward  than  pecuniary  re- 
cdmpences.^    To. have  fi:^ed  the  House  of  Hanover  on  the 
throne ;  to  have  maintajned  this  country  in  peace  and  afflu- 
ence for  20  ypars  j  with  the  other  service  you  record,  Sir, 
^ere  actions,  the  ^c/a^  of  which  must  be  illustrated  by  tiin^ 
tind  reflexion,  s^nd  ffhpse  spendoqr  has  been  brought  for-: 
harder  thM  I  wish  it  had,  by  comparison  with  a  period  very 
^iisfsimilar.     !  ^        '       '        . 

If  fiir  Robert  had  not  the  coinfqrt  of  leaving  his  family  in 
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affluence,  it  was  not  imputable  to  his  king  or  his  country. 
Perfiaps  I  am  proud  that  he  did  not.  He  died  40,0C)0l.  m 
debt — that- was  the  wealth  of  a  man  that  had  been  taxed  as 
the  plunderer  of  his  country !  Yet,  with  all  my  adoration 
of  my  father,  I  am  just  enough  to  own  that  it  was  his  own 
fault  if  he  died  so  poor.  He  had  made  Houghton  much  too 
inagnificent  for  the  mod  erate  estate  which  he*  left  to  support  it ; 
and  as  he  rfever,  I  repeat  it  with  truth,  never  got  any  monev 
but  in  the  South-sea  and  while  he  was  pa3^niaster,  his  fon(f- 
ness  for  his  paternal  seat,  and  his  boundless  jjenerosity,  were 
too  expensive  for  his  fortune,  I  will  mention  one  instance, 
which  will  shew  how  Uttle  he  was  disposed  to  turn  the  favour 
of  the  Crown  to  his  own  prbfit :  he  laid  out  14,000l.  of  his 
own  money  on  Richmond  new  park. 

I  can  produce  other  reasons  too  why  Sir  Robert's  iamily 
were  not  in  so  comfortable  a  situation  as  the  world,  deluded 
by  misrepresentation,  miffht  expect  to  see  them  at  his  death. 
My  eldest  brother  had  been  a  very  bad  economist  during 
his  father's  life,  and  died  himself  50,0001.  in  debt,  or  more; 
so  that,  to  this  day,  neither  Sir  Edward  nor  Ihave  received 
the  50001.  apiece  which  Sir  Robert  left  us  as  our  fortunes. 
I  do  npt  love  to  charge  thfe  dead  ;  therefore  will  only  say, 
ithat  Lady  Orford,  reckoned  a  vast  fortune,  which  till  she 
died  she  never  proved,  wasted  vast  sums ;  nor  did  my  bro- 
ther or  father  ever  i*eceive  but  20,0001.  which  she  brough 
at  first,  and  which  were  spent  on  the  wedding  and  christen^ 
ing;  I  mean,  including  her  jewels. 

I  beg  your  pardon,  Sir,  for  this  tedious  detail,  which  is 
minutely,  perisaps  too.  minutely,  true;  but,  wher^  I  took 
the  liberty  of  contesting  any  part  of  a  work  which  I  admire 
)»o  much,  I  owed  it  to  you  and  to  myself  xo  assign  my  reasons, 
I  trust  they  will  satisfy  you  ;  and,  if  they  do,  I  am  sure  you 
will  alter  a  paragraph  against  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the, 
family  to  reclaim.  Dear  as  my  father^s  memory  is  to  my 
soul,  I  can  never  subscribe  to  the  position  that  he  was  un- 
jrewarded  by  the  House  of  Hanover.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be.  Sir,  with  great  respect  and  gratitude,  your  most  obliged 
l^nd  obedient  humble  servant,  > 

HoR.  Walpqle. 

p.  S.  t  did  not  take  .the  liberty  of  retaining  your  Essay, 
Sir;  but  should  be  very  happy  to  haye  a  copy  of  it  at  your 
leisure. 


t34  l^ttfTs  t0Sir  Robert  Walpote. 

tETTER  ir. 

jPetkeley ^Square,  Nov,  7,  1 785. 

Yo0  must  aHovv  me,  Sir,  tq  repeat  my  thanks  for  the  se- 
cond copy  of  your  Tract  on  my  father,  and  for  your  great 
condescension  in  altering  the  two  passages  to  which  I  pre-* 
Sjumed  to  object,  and  which  are  now  not  only  more  consof 
nant  to  exactness^  but,  J  hope,  no  disparagement  to  the  piece. 
To  me  they  are  quite  satisfactory ;  and  it  is  a  comfort  to  me 
too,  that  what  I  begged  to  have  changed  was  not  any  reflect 
tion  prejudicial  to  his  memory,  but,  in  the  first  point,*^a  paral-? 
lei  not  entirely  similar  in  circumstances ;  and,  in  the  other, 
a  sort  of  censure  on  others  to  which  I  could  not  subscribe. 
With  all  my  veneration  for  my  father's  memory,  I  should 
not  remonstrate  against  just  censure  on  him.  liappily,  to 
<lo  justice  to  him,  most,  iniquitous  calumnies  ought  to  be 
removed,  and  then  there  would  remain  virtues  and  merits 
-enough  far  to  outweigh  human  errors,  from  which  the  best 
men,  like  him,  cannot  be  exempt.  Let  his  enemies/  aye, 
and  \i\s>  frie)idsy  b6  compared  with  him — aqd  then  justice 
would  be  done !  , 

Your  Essay^  Sir,  will/  I  hope,  some  time  or  other,  clear 
the  way  to  his  vindication.  It  points  out  the  true  way  of  ex- 
amining his  character,  and  is  itself,  as  far  as  it  goes,  unan^ 
swerabla  As  such,  what  an  obligation  must  it  he  to,,  Sirj^ 
your  most  grateful  and  obedient  humble  servant,    .     , 

POE.  WaLPOLB. 

1798,  Dec. 


XCIV.  Letters  from  Bishops  Hoadly  and  Butler,  and  the  Duchess 
of  Marlborough,  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole. 

I 

Mr.  Urban^ 

The  three  letters  which  accompi^ny  this  roust  certainly  bq 
an  ftg«3eabl«  treat  to  your  readers.  They  are  from  two  of 
the  most  shining  ornaments  of  the  Episcopal  Bench  to  a 
Prime  Minister;  and  are  remarkable  for  the  di^^i^ed  m.an- 
ner  in  which  one  of  them  requests  a  Translation  j  and  the 
other  accepts  a  vacant  See.  A  fourth,  from*  the  'famou$ 
Duchess  of  Marlborough,  in  the  character  of  Ranger  of 
Windsor  Park,  is  also  a  curiosity.  Their  genuineness  is 
unquestionable  \  and  you  may  engrave^  if  yoti  please^  ^jofi 
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signatures.    To  the  friend  from  whom  I  received  theifi  they 
were  communicated  by  the  late  Earl  of  Orford. 

Yours,  ^c, 

M.  GR£EN» 

LETTER  r. 
The  Bishop  of  Salisbury  [Hoadly]  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 

Sir,  Salisbury y  July  14,  1733« 

I  BEG  leave  tq  let  you  know  that  I  had,  about  ten  days  ago, 
a  letter  from  my  La,  Harrington,  dated  from  Berwick ;  the 
principal  contents  of  which  I  must  just  mention  to  you,  and 
then  shall  (as  I  ought)  leave  it  entirely  to  you  to  consider 
what  is  proper  on  your  part.     He  says  that  he  has  met  with 
/&  reception  and  encouragement  beyond  his  highest  expec-* 
tations;  thatCol.Lyddel  is  secure;*  that  Ld. Pol warth^s  interest 
|s  in  a  very  hazardous  way  by  the  acknowledgment  of  his 
f5wn  friends ;  that  Gen.  Sabine  has  given  up  his  pretensions, 
and  that  there  is  not  the  least  room  ibr  a  fourth  candidate; 
that  there  are  about  20  votes  depending  upon  the  Gpvern* 
ment,  with  inclinations  to  him,  but  fears  insinuated  into  theoi 
of  losing  their  bread  if  they  vote  for  him.;  that  it  would  be 
of  the  greatest  service  to'him  to  hstve  that  difficulty  removed, 
and  so  many  votes  ^dded  to  his  interest     He  quotes  you  as 
saying,  a  little  while  ago,  that  ^^  you  did  not  oppose  him, 
but  was  oqly  for  the  old  members  ;*'  and  hopes  from  thence 
that,  'Gen.  Sabine  having  desisted,  you  may  erant  him  this 
favour.    Nay,  he  goes  on  to  hope  that  Col.  Lyddel  would 
favour  him  with  some  of  those  votes  which  he  unnecessarily 
keeps  now  as  single  votes,  if  be  thought  that  Lord  B.'s.  elec- 
tion would  be  more  acceptable  to  you  than  Lord  Polwarth*s, 
who  may  get  advantage  by  that  conduct  in  the  Colonel.     I 
shall  make  my  letter  as  long  as  his  if  I  should  go  on  mucb 
farther.     I  shall  only  add,  that  he  is  so  weak  as  to  think  that 
I  have  an  interest  powerful  enough  to  do — I  know  not  what. 
For  my  own  part,  I  could  not  avoid  representing  the  case 
to  you  as  he  has  represented  it  to  me ;  and  cannot  think  it 
right  to  beg  any  thing  of  you  but  that  you  will  be  as  favour- 
able as  you  yourself  think  it  reasonable  to  be.    I  find  he  is 
in,  and  must  now  go  through,  and  that  he  has  a  number  of 
good  friends  there.     I  forgot  to  say,  that  he  cites  her  Ma-, 
jesty-s  saying,  that  it  would  be  hard  to  oppose  him;  which 
I  reinen|ber  something  of  at  the  time  when  the  aflair  of  the 
Dissenters  was  composed  at  London  by  his  assistance  at  last, 
amongst  others.    But  no  more  c^  this. 


.  When  I  bad  la^  the  bonocir  crf^  seeing  yon,  I  fyr^got  to 
inake  an  apology  for  my  trooUing  you  a  Jtiltie  wbite  ago  w»tki 
two  letters,  about  the  iewel--office  and  the  Garter  aflair. 
Youy  who  have  nothing  to  do  with  those  matters,  mig^ 
wonder  at  itj,  if  you  were  not  informed  that  the  Duke  of 
Grafton,  who  came  to  me  upon  that  subject,  and  was  going 
into  Sufiblk,  told  me  he  came  directly  from  yoi]r ;  and  that 
I  mu^t  ^re  an  account  of  whatever  I  found  ti^essary  to 
you  in  his  absence. 

1  think  fit  just  to  say,  that  Sir  Ed.  Desbo«Terie^S'interest 
has  been  carefully  and  successfully  managed  in  this  City 
siii>ce  4he  last  election,  and  (as  I  am  informed)  is  now  sa 
atrong  tba^  there  is  indeed  no  talk  amofigst  any  persotns  of 
the  old  members* 

I  beg  pardon  for  this  lon]^  interruption ;  and  am,  with  a 
great  and  sincere  jregard.  Sir,  your  most  faithful  humble 
«erv2int» 

B.  Sarum, 

LETTER  II. 

\   ■        ■ 

From  the  same  Bishdp* 
'       Sir,  Jug^^y  1754, 

Hearing  from  all  bands  the  desperate  condition  in  which 
the  BWhop  of  Winchester  is  (if  not  already  dead),  I  flatter 
myself  you  will  not  take  it  amis»  that  I  express  to  you,  i^Kin 
this  occasion,  my  entire  dependence  upon  those  Kind  wcuds 
you  aaye  often  said  to  me  iippn  this  subject    When  I  last 
had  tl^e  honour  to  see  you  at  Chelsea^  the  reception  I  met 
ivich  was  so  e:^eedingly  obliging,  and  your  voluntary  «x^ 
pressions,  upon  the  supposition  of  that  Tacancy^  were  so 
hearty  and  ^o  strong  (even  assuring  me  that  my  success  was 
really  as  certain  as  if  I  were  in  possession),  that  it  would^  I 
thinK^  be  perfectly  stupid  as  to  myself,  and  highly  ungrate-^ 
ful  to  you,  if  I  could  sit  silent  in  so  critical  a  time,  and  not 
buffer  myself  to  exprei^^  to  you  the  sense  I  have  of  the  kind 
professions  I  have  been  favoured  witb,  and  my  full  persua«r 
sion  of  tt^e  truth  and  honour  of  the  per^n  who  made  t;beni. 
This  is  the  end  of  my  interrupting  ywi.  Sir,  at  this  time— 
not  to  torment  so  great  a  friend  with  impertinent  solieitationfi^ 
but  to  thank  him  for  his  having  so  geherqusly  pvevented  all 
[loiicilations — not  to  plague  him  with  pretentions  and  titles  ^'> 
favour,  slendier  in  themselves,  and  perhaps  magnified  only 
by  the  fondness  of  self-love ;  but  to  acknowledge  my  own 
happiness  in  that  bettej:  claiQ^  wbt<^}l  ^  <>wn  IPOi|th  and  kind^ 
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!Bsfc  professions  bare  given  me.  Sir,  it  would  be  tike  hii^hest 
indignity  towards  you  if  I  did  not,  iipon  tbis  occasioo,  repose 
myself  without  uneasiness  or  dJonbt  upon  you.  Give  nie  ^ 
leave  only  to  add  one  word — ^tfeat^  as  your  bringing  this  aiFair 
to  an  end,  in  the  manner  in  which  you  are  used  to  do  kind* 
nesses  to  those  you  2xe  willing  to  oblige,  is  all  that  remains 
I  *for  me  to  wisl> ;  so,  when  it  is  done,  I  trust  that  you  will  not 
be  unthanked  by  all  the  world ;  and  I  am  sure,  for  myself, 
I  shall  study,  through  my  life,  to  shew  myself  in  an  uncom- 
mon manner,  and  upon  all  possible  occasions,  Sir,  your 
most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

Bei^j,  Sarum. 

A  word  from  you  will  find  me  in  Grpsvenor->street  after 
Saturday  next. 

LEITER  III. 

I  4 

From  Dr.  Butler  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  on  b^ing  nominated 
Bishop  of  Bristol  oh  the  former  recommendation  of  Queen 
Caroline. 

Sir,  .  StunhofCy  Aug,  the  2^th^  1738, 

T  RECEIVED  yesterday  from  your  own  hand  (an  honour  whic  h 
I  ought  very  particularly  to  acknowledge)  the  information 
that  the  King  had  nominated  me  to  the  bishoprick.of  Bristol^ 
I  most  truly  think  myself  very  highly  obliged  to  his  Majesty, 
as  much,  all  things  considered,  as  any  subject  in  his  donii* 
'  nioDs;  for,  I  know  no  greater  obligtition  than  to  find  the 
Queen^s  condescending  goodness  and  kind  intentions  to- 
wards m^  transferred  to  his  Majesty.  Nor  is  it  possible 
while  I  Kve  ^  to  be  without  the  most  grateful  sense  of  his 
favour  to  me,  whether  the  effects  of  it  be  greater  or  less ; 
fin*,  this  must  in  some  measure  depend  upon  accidents.  Ir- 
d^ed,  the  bishoprick  of  Bristol  is  not  very  suitable  either  to 
the  condition  of  my  fortune,  or  the  circumstances  of  my 
preferment;  nor,  as  I  should  have  thought,  answerable  to 
the  recommendation  with  which  I  was  honoured.  But  y(  u 
will  excjase  me.  Sir,  if  I  think  of  this  last  with  greater  sen- 
sibility than  the  conduct  of  affairs  will  admit  of^- 

But,  without  entering  farther  into  any  detail,  I  desirr. 
Sir,  you  will  please  to  let  his  Majesty  know,  that  I  humbly 
aecept>of  this  instance  of  his  favour  with  the  utmost  possible 
gratitude. 


25$  Lelten  to  Sit  Sohert  IV^pdk^ 

I  beg  teave  also,  Sir,  to  retunt  vou  my  humble  shanks  fot 
your  good  offices  upon  this  and  all  occasions;  and  for  youf 
rery  obliging  expressions  of  remrd  to,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, most  faithful^  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jo.  Butler, 

^  By  means  of  my  distance  from  Durham,  I  tad  not  voufs^ 
Sir,  till  yesterday ;  so  that  this  is  the  first  post  I  coufd  an- 
swer it.       ' 

LETTER  IV.    *  '. 

Sir,  Marlborough^house,  Jan,  3,  1734.  . 

As  I  am  very  unfortunately,  frotn  a  lameness  which  I 
despair  of  ever  gett;ing  the  better  of,  prevented  irom  pay- 
ing mj  duty  in  person  to  his  Majesty,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
desire  you  to  lay  before  him  a  matter,  which,  I  think,  of 
some  consequence  to  his  Majesty's  Great  Park,  at  Windsor. 

The  keepers  of  it  inform  me  that,  by  his  Majesty's  direc* 
tions,  a  great  quantity  of  red  deer  are  already  sent  thither, 
and  many  more  are  every  day  expected.  I  imagine  that  his 
Majesty  cannot  be  fully  apprized  of  the  detriment  this  will 
be  to  the  Park  in  general,  where  there  was  at  least  a  hun-* 
dred  red  deer  from  Old  Windsor  wood  before  this  augment- 
ation. For,  though  the  P^rk  is  large,  yejt  the  great  quantity 
of  woods  and  roads  take  up  a  great  part  of  it,  and  the  great- 
est part  of  the  land  is  extremely  bad ;  so  that,  of  course,  the 
fallow  deer  must  suffer ;  many  of  them  will  be  starved  and 
die;  and  scarce  any  will  remain  fit  to  be  served  in  pursuance 
of  his  Majesty's  warrants. 

I  remember  the  old  Marquis  of  Wharton  made  a  present 
to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  of  all  his  red  deer,  which  was 
to  prevent  the  mischief  they  did  in  his  lordship's  own  park. 
And  when  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  found.they  did  so  much 
mischief  at  Blenheim,  he  preseuted^them  to  the  late  king, 
to  put  into  his  majesty's  forests. 

There  are  a  great  many  red  deer  iii  Windsor  forest ;  and  . 
I  have  been  told,  that  Baptist  Nunn  takes  care  of  them  at 
Svvinley  rails,  where,  I,  suppose,  there  are  few  or  no  fallow 
deer  to  be  prejudiced  by  the  red  deer. 

The  hay, .  necessary  to  fodder  the  deer  in  Windsor  Park 
in  the  winter,  is  made  from  certain  meadows  inclosed  with 
a  fence,  but  not  strong  or  high  enough  to  keep  out  the  red 
deer,  which  will  easily  leap  over,  and  totally  destroy  the 
grass  that  should  be  preserved  for  hay  for  the  Miow  deer. 


Letttrs  to  Sir  Robert  IValpole,  ^»- 

I  believe  I  nee<l  notii>forn>  you,  Sir,  that  I  get  nothing 
by  being  Ranger  of  that  Park  but  a  very  pretty  place  to  live 
in,  which  I  have  made  so  with  a  great  sum  of  money  of  my 
own.  I  do  indeed  sometimes  keep  a  few  runts  for  my  own 
table ;  not  so  many  cows  for  milk  as  some  of  the  under* 
keepers  have ;  some  horses  that  do  the  busineiss  of  the  Piir k; 
and  some  few  have  a  running  for  past  services,  not  to  knock 
them  on  the  head  because  they  can  do  no  more.  Blit  I  need 
not  say  mor^e  upon  this  head,  being  persuaded  that  you  do 
me  the  justice,  to  believe  that  I  despise  any  pitiful  advan- 
tages that  many  have  made  who  have  been  rangers  of  parks. 
And,  if  I  were  to  Ijiy  before  his  Majesty  my  bills:  of  the 
annual  expenee  I  am  obliged  to  on  account  of  this  Park,.  I 
am  persuaded  be  would  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  wha^ 
I  hare  said. 

Besides  this,  you  will  be  pleased  to  remember,  that  near 
three  years  allowance  for  this  Park,  in  his  late  Majesty's 
reign,  are  still  due  to  me,  and  likewise  the  expenee  I  was 
at  for  repairs  in  the  Park,  which  of  yourself  you  told  Mr. 
Withers  it  was  reasonable  I  should  be  paid.  And  he  told 
me  you  directed  him  to  pay  me,  though  to  this  hour  I  never 
had  it.  These  accidents,  the  taxes,  and  fees  belonging  to 
the  allowance,  make  it  not  desirable  but  for  the  reasons 
given. 

I  am  far  from  ulrgins  this  with  any  view  to  my  own  inte- 
rest:  the  only  motive  that  engages  me  to  lay  this  before  his  , 
Majesty  is  to  do  my  duty;  and  that  1  may  be  sure  of  not 
being  reproached,  when  the  consequences  are  seen,  for  not 
having  represented  these  matters  in  time. 

It  is  this  that  has  laid  me  under  a  necessity  of  being  trou- 
blesome to  you  in  this  particular ;  and  of  assuring  you  that 
I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant,  , 

S.  Marlborough. 
1799,  Feb. 


XCV.  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stepbeh  Hales  to  Nathaniel  Booth, 

Esq.  afterwards  Lord  Delamer, 

Dear  Sib,  Ttddington,  Feb.  12.  1741. 

I  WAS  pot  without  hopes,  that  the  first  account  I  saw  of 
my  niece^'s*  death  in  the  newspapers  might  be  groundless,  as 


n  Mrs.  Vere  Tyndale,  sistefto  Mr.  Booth. 


{240  From  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stephen  ildei. 

many  are  there  ;  but  when  I  saw  in  yestierday^s  paper  hei* 
good  character  described,  I  conclude  it  is  but  too  true. 

I  little  thought  her  so  near  her  end  when  I  saw  her  last^ 
though  her  long  and  prevaiUng  indispositions  gave  but  little 
hopes  of  a  long  hfe  ;  but,  whatever  natural  causes  appear  to 
us  to  be  the  occasion  of  our  friend's  death,  our  departure 
bence  certainly 'depends  entirely  on  the  will  of  the  great 
Author  of  life,  who  gives  us  a  longer  or  a  shorter  life,  as  he 
sees  best  for  us ;  and,  though  it  be  very  grievous  and  shock* 
ing  to  nature  to  part  with  our  dearest  friends,  yet>  when  the. 
natural  debt  of  grief  is  paid,  the  most  solid  arguments  of 
comfort  are  very  obvious  to  us ;  to  wit,  that  our  separation 
is  but  fdr  a  very  short  time ;  and  that  our  Religion  furnishes  us 
with  solid  grounds  of  hope,  that  w6  shall  soon  meet  again 
in  those  blessed  mansions,  which  our  gracious  and  mercifttl 
Saviour  assurjss  us  he  is  gone  to  prepare  for  those  that  truly 
love  and  fear  iiim.  ' 

As  nothing  more  endears  our  own  country  to  us  than  the 
enjoyment  of  pur  friends  and  dearest  relations,  so  nothing 
xilore  strongly  and  naturally  takes  off  our  love  to  this  world, 
and  makes  us  seem  as  strangers  here,  than  the  loss  and  de- 
parture of  our  friends  :  a  happy  effect,  most  graciously  in* 
tended  by  Providence,  thereby  to  tak^  our  affections  off 
from  present  things,  and  in  earnest  to  prepare  ourselves  for 
a  better  ami  an  everlasting  state  of  happiness. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  much  esteem, 

Your  affectionate  humble  servant, 

1799,  Jply.   .  Stephen  Hales. 
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1.  Account  of  the  pretnSiture  genius  and  lekrhiiig  of  Balretief* 

John  PHILIP  barretter,  was  bom  at  Schwabach,  Jan4 
19, 1720'>*21.  His  father  was  a  Calvinist  Minister  of  that  place, 
who  took  upon  himself  the  care  of  bis  education.  What  arts 
of  instruction  he  used,  or  by  what  method  he  regulated  the  - 
studies  of.his  son^  we  are  not  able  to  inform  the  publicj  but 
take  this  opportunity  of  intreating  those  who  have  receivfed 
tnore  complete  intelligence,  not  to  deny  mankind  so  great  a 
benefit  as  the  improvement  of  education.  If  Mr.  Le  Fevre 
thought  the  method,  in  whicji  he  taught  his  childreti,  wci*- 
thy  to  be  communicated  to  the  learned  world,  how  justly 
may  Mr.  Barretier  claim  the  universal  attention  of  mankind 
to  a  scheme  of  education,  that  has  produced  such  a  stupen-^ 
dous  progress!  The  authors,  who  have  endeavoured  to 
teach  certain  and  unfailing  rules  for  obtaining  a  long  life, 
however  they  have  foiled  in  their  attempts,  are  universally 
confessed  to  have,  at  least,  the  merit  of  a  great  and  noble 
design,  and  to  have  deserved  gratitude  and  honour.  How 
tnucH  more  then  is  due  to  Mr.  Barretier,  who  has  succeeded 
}n  what  they  have  only  attempted  ?  For  to  prolong  life,  and 
improve  it,  are  nearly  the  same.  If  to  have  iiil  that  riches 
J^n  purchase  is  to  be;  rich,  if  to  do  all  t)iat  <?an  be  done  in  a 
w^g  time,  is  to  live  long,  he  is  equally  a  benefactor  to  inai^« 
kind,  who  teaches  them  to  protract  the  duration,  or  shorten 
^he  business  of  life. 
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That  there  are  few  things  more  worthy  our  curiosity  than 
this  method,  hy  whidh  the  father  assisted  the  genius  of  the 
s  on,  every  man  will  be  convinced,  that  considers  the  early  pro- 
ficiency at  which  it  enabled  him  to  arrive ;  such  a  proficiency 
as  no  one  has  yet  reached  at  the  same  age,  and  to  which  it 
is  therefore  probable  that  every  advantageous  circumstaace 
concurred. 

At  the  age  of  nine  years,  be  not  only  was  master  of  five 
languages,  an  attainment  in  itself  almost  incredible,  but  un* 
derstood,  says  his  father,  the  holy  writers,  better  in  their 
original  tongues,  than  in  his  own.  If  he  means  by  this  as- 
sertion, that  he  knew  the  sense  of  many  passages  in  the  ori- 
ginal, which  were  obscure  in  the  translation,  the  account, 
however  wonderful,  may  be  admitted  ;  but  if  he  intends  to 
tell  his  correspondent,  that  his  son  was  better  acquainted 
with  the  two  languages  of  the  Bible,  than  with  his  own,  he 
must  be  allowed  to  speak  hyperbolically,  or  to  admit  that 
his  son  had  somewhat  neglected  the  study  of  his  native  lan- 
guage; or  we  must  own,  that  the  fondness  of  a  parent  has 
transported  him  into  some  natural  exaggerations. 

Part  of  this  letter  I  am  tempted  to  suppress,  being  un- 
willing to  demand  the  belief  of  others  to  that  which  appears 
incredible  to  myself;  but  as  my  incredulity  may,  perhaps, 
be  the  product  rather  of  prejudice  than  reason,  as  envy  may 
beget  a  disinclination  to  admit  so  immense  a  superiority,  and 
as  an  account  is  not  to  be  immediately  censured  as  false^ 
merely  because  it  is  wonderful,  I  shall  proceed  to  give  the 
rest  ox  his  father's  relation,  from  his  letter  of  the  3d  ot  March, 
1729-30.  He  speaks,  continues  he,  German,  Latin,  and 
French  equally  well.  He  can,  by  laying  before  him  a  trans-* 
lation,  read  anv  of  the  books  of  the  Old  or  New  Testament 
in  its  original  lang\jage,  without  hesitation  or  perplexity. — 
He  is  no  stranger  to  biblical  criticism  or  philosophy,  nor  un- 
acquainted with  ancient  or  modern  geography,  and  is  qua- 
lified to  support  a  conversation  with  learned  men,  who  tre^- 
quently  visit  and  correspond  with  him. 

In  his  eleventh  year,  he  not  only  published  a  learned  let- 
ter in  Latin,  but  translated  the  Travels  of  Rabbi  Benjamin 
from  the  Hebrew  into  Frencli,  which  he  illustrated  with  notes, 
ajid  accompanied  with  Dissertations;  a.  work  in  which  his 
father,  as  he  himself  declares,  could  give  him  little  assist- 
ance, as  he  did  not  understand  the  Rabbinical  dialect. 
:  The  reason  for  which  his  father  engaged  him  in  thi^  work, 
.  was  only  to  prevail  upon  him  to  write  a  fairer  hand  than  he 
Tiad  hitnerto  accustomed  himself  to,  do,  by  giving  him  hopes, 
that  if  he  should  translate  some  little  author^  and  offer  a  fair 
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copy  of  his  version  to  some  Bookseller,  he  might  in  return 
for  it,  have  other  books  which  he  wanted  and  could  not  af- 
ford to  purchase. 

Incited  by  this  expectation,  he  fixed  upon  the  Travels  of 
Rabbi  Benjamin,  as  most  proper  for  his  purj)ose,  being  a 
book  neither  bulky  nor  common,  and  in  one  month  com- 
pleted his  translation,  applying  only  one  or  two  hours  a  day 
to  that  particular  task.  In  another  month,  he  drew  up  the 
principal  notes ;  and  in  the  third,  wrote  some  Dissertations 
upon  particular  passages  which  seemed  to  require  a  larger 
examination. 

These  notes  contain  so  many  curious  remarks  and  inquiries, 
out  of  the  common  road  of  learning,  end  afford  so  many  in- 
stances of  penetration,  judgment,    and  accuracy,  that  the 
reader  finds  in  every  page  some  reason  to  persuade  him^  - 
that  they  cannot  possibly  be  the  work  of  a  child,  but  of  a 
man  long  accustomed  to  these  studies,  enlightened  by  re- 
flection, and  dexterous,  by  long  practice  in  the  use  of  books. 
Yet,  that  it  is  the  performance  of  a  boy  thus  young,   is 
not  only  proved  by  the  testitnony  of  his  rather,  but  by  the 
concurrent  evidence  of  M.  Le  Maitre,  his  associate  in  the 
church  of  Schwabach,  who  not  only  asserts  his, claim  to  this 
work,  but  affirms  that  he  heard  him  at  six  years  of  age,  ex- 
plain the  Hebrew  text  as  if  it  had  been  his  native  language  ; 
so  that  the  fact  is  not  to  be  doubted  without  a  degree  of  in- 
credulity, which  it  will  not  be  very  easy  to  defend. 

This  topy  was,  however,  far  from  being  written  with  the 
neatness  which  his  father  desired,  nor  did  the  Booksellers, 
to  Avhom  it  was  offered,  make  proposals  very  agreeable  to 
the  expectation  of  the  young  translator;  but  after  having 
examined  the  performance  in  their  manner,  and  determined 
to  print  it  upon  conditions  not  very  advantageous,  returned 
itto  be  transcribed,  that  the  printers  might  not  be  embarras- 
sed with  a  copy  so  difficult  to  read. 

Barretier  was  now  advanced  to  the  latter  end  of  his  twelfth 
year,  and  had  made  great  advances  in  his  studies,  notwith- 
staading  an  obstinate  tumour  in  his  left  hand,  which  gave 
him  great  pain,  and  obliged  him  to  a  tedious  and  trouble- 
some method  of  cure ;  and  reading  over  his  performance, 
J^as  so  far  from  contenting  himself  with  barely  transcribing 
>t,  that  he  altered  the  greatest  part  of  the  notes,  new-.mo- 
Qelled  the  Dissertations,  and  augmented  the  book  to  twice 
*ts  former  bulk. 

The  few  touches  which  his  father  bestowed  upon  his  revi- 
?*lof  the  book,  though  they  are  minutely  set  down  by  hinni 
^nthe  Preface,  are  so  inconsiderable  that  it  is  not  necessary 

^     il  2     - 
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to  mention  them,  and  it  may  be  mnch  more  agreeable  as 
well  as  useful  to  exhibit  the  short  account  which  he  there 
gives  of  the  method  by  which  hie  enabled  his  son  to  shew  so 
earl}^,  how  easy  an  attainment  is  the  knowledge  of  the  lan- 
guages, a  knowledge  which  some  men  spend  their  lives  in 
cultivating,  to  the,  neglect  of  more  valuable  studies,  and 
which  they  seem  to  regard  as  the  highest  perfection  of  hu- 
man nature. 

What  applauses  are  due  to  an  old  age,  wasted  in  a  scru- 
pulous attention  to  particular  accents  and  etymologies,  may 
appear,  says  his  father,  by  seeing  how  little  time  is  required 
to  arrive  at  such  an  eminence  in  these  studies  as  many  even 
of  these  venerable  Doctors  have  not  attained,  for  want  of 
rational  methods  and  legular  application. 

This  censure  is  doubtless  just,  upon  those  who  spend  too 
much  of  their  lives  upon  useless  niceties,,  or  who  appearto 
labour  without  niaking  any  progress;  but  as  the  knowledge 
of  languages  is  necessary,  and  a  niinute  accuracy  sometimes 
Requisite,  they  are  by  no  means  to  be  blamed,  who,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  particular  bent  of  their  own  minds,  make 
the  difficulties  of  dead  languages  their  chief  study,  and 
arrive  at  excellence  proportionate  to  their  application,  since 
it  was  to  the  labour  of  such  men  that  his  son  was  indebted 
for  bis  own  liearning. 

The  first  languages  which  Barretier  learned  were  the 
French,  German,  and  Latin,  which  he  was  taught  not  in  the 
dpmmoD  way  by  a  multiuide  of  definitions,  rules,  and  ex- 
ceptions, which  fatigue  the  attention  and  burthen  the  me- 
mory without  any  use  proportionate  to  the  time  which  tliey 
require,  and  the  disgust  which  they  create.  The  method 
by  which  he  was  instructed  was  eiisy  and  expeditious,  and 
therefore  pleasing.  He  learned  them  all  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  almost  at  the  same  time,  by  conversing  in  them  in- 
differently with  hisfather. 

The  other  languages  of  which  he'  was  master,  he  learned 
by  a  method  yet  more  uncommon.  The  ohl}'^  book  which 
he  made  use  of  was  the  Bible,  which  his  faither  laid  before 
him  in  the  language  that  he  then  proposed  to  learn,  accom- 
panied with  a  translation,  being  taught  by  degrees  the  in- 
flections of  nduns  and  verbs.  This  metlfod,  says  his  father, 
made  the  Latin  more  familiar'to  himi  in  his  fourth  year  thaa 
,  any  Other  language.  7 

When  he  was  jnear  the  end  of  his  sixtK  year,  he  entered 
lipon  the.  study  of  the  Old  Testament  in  its  Original  language, 
beginning  with  the  book  of  Genesis,  to  which  his  father  con- 
fined him  for  six  months^  after  which  he  read  cursorily  over  the 


Life  of  Barretier:  245 

rest  of  the  historic^  books,  in  which  he  found  very  littk  dif- 
ficuhy,  and  thenappHed  himself  to  the  study  of  the  poetical 
writers,  and  the  prophets^  which  be  read  over  so  often, 
with  so  close  an  attention,  and  so  happy  a  memory,  that  he 
could  not  only  trani^late  them  withoiit  a  moment's  hesitation 
into  Latin  or  French,  but  turn,  with  the  same  facility,  the 
translations  into  the  original  language,  in  his  10th  year. 

Growing  at  length  weary  of  being  confined  to  a  book 
which  he  could  almost  entirely  repeat,  he  deviated  by 
stealth  into  other  studies,  and  as  his  translation  of  Benjamin, 
is  a  sufficient  evidence,  he  read  a  multitude  of  writers  of 
various  kinds.  In  his  1 2th  year  he  applied  more  .particularly 
to  the  study  of  the  Fathers,  and  Councils  of  the  six  first  cen- 
turies, and  began  to  make  a  regular  collection  of  tlieir  canons. 
He  read  every  author  in  the  original,  having  discovered  so 
much  negligence  or  ignorance  in  most  translations,"  that  he 
paid  no  regard  to  their  authority. 

Thus  he  continued  his  studies,  neither  drawn  aside  by 
pleasures  nor  discouraged  by  difficulties.  The  greatest  oh* 
«lacle  to  his  improvement  was  want  of  books,  with  which 
bis  narrow  fortune  could  Dot  liberally  supply  him  ;  so  that 
he  was  obliged  to  borrow  the  greatest  part  of  those  which 
his  studies  required,  and  to  return  them  when  he  had  read 
them,  withoiic  being  able  to  consult  them  occasionally,  or 
to  recur,  to  them  when  his  memory  should  fail  him. 

It  is  observable,  that  neither  his  diligence,  unintermitted 
as  jt  was,  nor  his  want  of  books,  a  want  of  which  he  was  in 
the  highest  de^ee  sensible,  ever  produced  in  hip  that 
lisperity,  wiiicn  a  recluse  life,  without  any  circum-  ^ 
Ktance  of  disquiet,  frequently  creates.  He  was  always  gay, 
lively,  and  facetious,  a  temper  which  contributed  much  to 
recommend  his  learning,  and  which  some  students,  jmuch 
superior  in  age,  would  consult  their  ease,  their  reputation, 
and  their  interest,  by  copying  from  him. 

In  the  year  1735  he  published  "  Anti-Artemonius,  Sive 

Initium  Ev^ngelii  S.  Jounnis,  adversus  A^ftemonium  vindir 

catum,"  and  attained  such  a  degree  of  reputation,  that  not 

only  the  public,  but  princes,  who  are  comniionly  the  last  by 

Mrhom  meril!  is  distinguished,  began  to  interest  themselves  in 

his  success  ;  for  the  same  y par  the  King  of  Prussia  who  had 

heard  of  his  early  advances  in  literattire  on  account  of  a 

'  scheme  for  discovering  the  longitude,whrch  had  been  sent  to 

the  Royal  Society  of  Berlin,"  and  which  was  transmitted  af* 

terwards  by  him  to  Paris  and  London,  engaged  to  take  care 

of  bis  fortune,  having  received  further  proofs  of  his  abilitiei 

?^t  I^is  owa  court. 
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Mr.  Ban'ietier  being  promoted  to  the  cure  of  the  church  of 
Stettin,  was  obliged  to  travel  with  his  son  thither  from 
Schwabach,  through  Leipsic  and  Berlin,  a  journey  very 
agreeable  to  his  son,  ias  it  would  furnish  him  with  new  oppor- 
tunities of  improving  his  knowledge,  and  extending  his  ac-^ 
quain'tance  amon^  men  of  letters.  For  this  purpose  they  staid 
some  time  at  Leipsic,  and  then  travelled  to  Hall,  where 
young  Barretier  so  distinguished  himself  in  his  conversation 
with  the  Professors  of  the  University,  that  they  offered  him 
his  degree  of  Doctor  in  Philosophy^  a  dignity  correspondent 
to  that  of  Master  of  Arts  among  us.  Barretier  drew  up  that 
night  some  positions  in  Philosophy  and  the  Mathematics, 
which  he  sent  immediately  to  the  press  and  defended  the 
next  day  in  a  crowded  auditory,  with  so  much  wit,  spirit, 
presence  of  thought,  and  stlrengtli  of  reason,  that  the  whole* 
University  was  delighted  and  amazed;  he  was  then  admitted 
to  his  degree,  and  attended  by  the  whole  concourse  to  his 
lodgings,  with  compliments  and  acclamation^. 

His  Theses  or  Philosophical  Positions  which  he  printed  in 
compliance  with  the  practice  of  that  University,  ran  through 
several  editions  in  a  few  weeks,  and  no  testimony  of  regard 
was  wanting  that  could  contribute  to  animate  Him  in  hi4 
progress.  / 

When  they  arrived  at  Berlin,  the  King  ordered  him  to  be 
,  brought  into  his  presence,  and  was  so  much  pleased  with 
his  couversatibn,  that  he  sent  for  him  almost  every  day,  dun 
ring  his  stay  at  Berlin;  and  diverted  himself  with  engaging 
him  in  conversations  upon  a  multitude  of  subjects,  and  in 
disputes  with  learned  men,  on  all  which  occasions  he  acquit- 
ted himself  so  happily,  that  the  King  formed  the  highest 
ideas  of  his  capacity  and  future  eminence.     And  thinking 
.  perhaps  with  reason,  that  active  life  was  the  noblest  sphere 
of  a  great  genius,  he  recommended  to  him  the  study  of  mo- 
dern History,  the  customs  of  nations,  and  those  parts  of 
learningjp  that  are  of  use  in  public  transactions  and  civil  em^ 
ployments,  declaring  that  such  abilities,  properly  cultivated, 
might  exalt  him,  in  ten  years,  to  be  the  greatest  minister  of 
state  in  Europe.     Barretier,  whether  we  attribute  it  to  his 
moderation  9r  ineitperience,  was  not  dazzled  by  the  pros-; 
pect  of  swc\\  high  promotion,  but  answered,  that  he  was  too 
much  pleased  with  science  and  quiet,  to  leave  them  for  such 
inextricable  studies,  or  such  harrassing  fatigues.     A  resolif- 
tion  so  unpleasing  to  the  King,  that  his  father  attributes  to 
it,  the  delay  of  those  favours  which  they  had  hopes  of  receiv- 
ing, the  King  having,  as  he  observes,  determined  to  employ 
him  in  the  ministry. 
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It  is  not  impossible  that  paternal  affection  might  suggest 
to  Mr.  Barretier,  some  fake  conceptions'of  the  King's  de- 
signs ;  for  he  infers  from  the  introcfuction  of  his  son  to  the 
young  princes,  and  the  caresses  which  he  received  from 
them,  that  the  King  intended  him  for  their  preceptor,  a 
scheme,  siays  he,  which  some  other  resolutioq  he^ppiiy  de- 
stroyed. 

Whatever  was  originally  intended,  and  by  whatever  means 
these  intentions  were  frustrated,  Barretier,  after  having  beefi 
treated  with  the  highest  regard,  by  the  whole  Royal  Family, 
was  dismissed  with  a  present  of  200  crowns,  and  his  father, 
instead  of  being  fixed  at  Stettin,  was  made  pastor  of  the 
French  church  at  Hall;  a  place  more  commodious  for  the 
study  to  which  they  retired  ;  Barretier  being  first  admitted 
,  into  the  Royal  Society  at  Berlin, /and  recommended  by  the 
King  to  the  University  at  Hall. 

At  Hall  he  continued  his  studies  with  his  usual  application 
and  success,  and  either  by  his  own  reflections  er  the  persua- 
sions of  his  father,  was  prevailed  upon  to  give  up  tiis  own 
inclinations  to  those  of  the  King,  and  direct  his  jnc^juiries  to 
those  subjects  that  had  been  recommended  by  him, 

He  continued  to  add  new  acquisitions  to  his  learning  and 
to  increase  his  reputation  by  new  performances,  till  in  the 
beginning  of  his  19th  year,  his  health  began  to  decline,  ana 
bis  indisposition,  which  being  not  alarming  or  violent,  was 
perhaps  not  at  first  sufficiently  regarded,  increased  by  slow 
degre  8'brl8months,duringwhichhe'spentwholeday8among 
bis  books,  and  neither  neglected  his  studies  nor  lost  )ii« 
gayety  till  his  distemper,  ten  days  before  his  death,  deprived 
him  of  the  use  of  his  limbs ;  he  then  prepared  himself  for 
bis  end,  without  fear  or  emotion,  and  on  the  5th  of  October, 
^40,  resigned  bis  soul  into  the  hands  of  his  Saviour,  with 
confidence  and  tranquillity. 

1740,  Dec. 
J741,  Fek, 
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•  * 

Miu  Urban, 

*  HERE  having  been  very  great  i^dmiratioq  expressed  by 
'^*ny,  who  have  seen  mother  of  pearl,  Egyptian  and  other 
stones,  stained  with  landscs^pes,  ngures,  and  even  portrait^, 
*^  ft*  to  appear  to  be  in  the  substaace  of  the  stone,  very 
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neatly  executed  by  a  German;  I  was  pleased  in  finding  aii 
old  receipt,  containing  the  secret  by  which  this  work  is  or 
probably  may  be  effected ;  I  send  it  you,  not  doubting  but 
It  will  be  agreeable  to  your  ingenious  readers,  and  that 
your  publishing  it  may  occasion  the  improvement  or  revival 
of  th^  art,  if  lost  to  tlie  EngKsh. 

* 

Jdethod  for  preparing  a  liqiior  that  wUl  sink  into  and  pene-^ 
irflte  marble;  so  that  a  picture  drawn  on  its  surface^  will 
appear  also  in  its  inmost  parts. 

Take  of  aqua^fortis,  and  aqtia-regia,  two  ounces  of  each; 
of  sal-ammoniac,  one  ounce,  of  the  best  spirit  of  wine,  two 
drachms ;  as  much  gold  as  may  be  had  for  four  shillings  and 
six-pence  ;  of  pure  silver,  two  drachms.  These  materials  be? 
ing  provided  let  the  silver,  when  calcined,  be  put  into  a  . 
vial;  and  having  poured  upon  it  the  two  ounces  of  aquSf 
fortis,  let  it  evaporate,  and  you  will  have  a  water,  yielding 
first  a  blue,  and  afterwards  a  black  colour:  likewise,  put 
the  gold,  when  calcined,  into  a  vial,  and  having  poured  tEe 
aqua-regia  on  it,  set  it  by  to  evaporate;  then  pour  the  spi- 
rit of ,  wine  upon  the  sal-atumoniac,  leaving  it  also  to  evap- 
prate;  and  you  will  have  a  golden  coloured  water,^  which 
will  afford  divers  colours.     And  after  this  manner  yoU  may 
-extract  many   tinctures  of  colours  out  of  other  metals: 
%\i\s  done,  you  may,  by  means  of  these  two  waters,  paint 
what  picture  you  please  upon  wbite  marble  of  the  softer 
kind,  ^renewing  the  figure  every  day  for  some  time  with 
some  fresh  superadded  liquor;  and  you   will  find  that  the 
picture  has  penetrated  the  'whole  solidity  of  the  stone,  so 
that  cutting  it  into  as  many  parts  as  you  will,  it  will  sdv^^y^ 
represent  to  you  the  s^me  figure  on  both  sides. 

Mr.  Bird,  a  stone-»cutter  in  t)xford,  practised  this  art  be* 
fore  the  year  1660;  several  pieces  of  marble  so  stained  by 
him  are  to  be  seen  ip  Oxford;  several  others  being  shown  tq 
King  Charles  II.  soon  after  the  Restoration,  they  were 
broken  in  his  presence,  and  found  to  cprrespoQd  throug}^ 
^e  whole  substance. 

Yours,  &c, 

f747,  Smppl         ;  m, 
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III.  An  Invention  in  Architecture,  communicated  by  a  person  of 
distinction  in  Switzerland  to  an  Italian  Merchant, 

A  GENTLEMAN  of  small  fortune,  but  well  skilled  in  archi- 
tecture, having  drawn  a  plan  of  an  intended  building,  which 
was  to  be  for  the  most  part  of  stone,  shewed  it  to  the  most 
£xperienced  worHmen,  in  order  to  obtain  a  true  notion  of 
the  ex  pence.  Their  answer  carried  the  cost  much  higher 
than  h^  could  either. expect  or  afford;  and,  upon  his  in- 
quiring particularly  .into  the  grounds  of  this  expence,  he 
was  told  that  it  arose  from  'the  ornaments  he  had  designed, 
and  the  wages  that  must  be  paid  to  the  stone-cutters. 

This  was  a  high  mortification  to  our  man  of  taste;  he  wa» 
unwilling  to  desert  his  plan,  which  had  cost  him  so  much 
trouble;  and  at  last,  after  much  thinking,  a  notion  came 
into   his  head,    that  it  might  not  be  impossible  to  perform 
the     mouldings   on   the  cornices  and  entablements  with 
planes.     He  tried  the  experiment  with  his  own  hands,  and 
succeeded  in  hard  and  well  seasoned  stones,  as  well  as  those 
that  were  green  and  come  fresh  from  the  quarrjr.     Upon 
this,  he  applied  himself  to  a  joiner,  shewed  him'  what  he 
would  have  done,  and  how  it  might  be  done ;  and  the  man, 
Sifter  a  little  trial,  offered  to  do  as  much  for  six  livres,  as  in 
the  ordinary  method  would  have  cost  twenty  crowns.     But 
upon  a  view  of  the  invention,  the  mason  he  intended  to 
employ  took  the  task  off  his  hands,  and,  by  the  help  of  a 
wooden  press,  of  a  very  simple  and.  easy  construction,  af- 
ter preparing  the  stones,  by  taking  oft  their  loose  upper 
coat  with  a  chisel,  and  placing  them  upright  close  together, 
he  executed  his  business  so  effectually,  that  the  very  first 
day  he  did  as  much  as  fifteen  of  his  men  could  have,  done, 
and  passed  his  plane  over  all  the  stones  in  the  line,  whereas 
in  the  commoq  way  they  must  have  been  done  singly,  by 
which  means  the  work  was  much  more  true,  though  per- 
formed only  with  the  joiner's  old  tools.     This  astonished 
,  even  the  person  who  performed  it,,  but  at  the  same  time  it 
encouraged  him  to  thi^k  of  adding  to  the  invention,  and  in 
a  short  time  he.cjarried  it  much  further  than  the  author 
lexpected. 

In  order  to  this,  he  contrived  a  new  sort  of  planes,  in 
which  the  wood  and  iron  were  so  disposed,  that  he  wa»  able 
to  exec\ite  a  cornice,  or  entablement,  in  which  were  three, 
fpuf,  or  fiv^  CQOuldipgs  of  different  forms  and  sizes,  at  one 
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operation,  and  by  these  means  performed  with  his  own  hands 
as  much,  in  the  same  space  of  time,  as  could  have  "been 
done,  m  the  common  method,  bv  forty  hands.  The  resuk 
of  aii  this  was,  that  the  building  being  finished,  upwards  of 
fifty  parts  in  sixty  were  taken  Qtt  in  the  expence.  The  only 
difticuity  that  was  met  with,  at  least  worthy  mentioning, 
arose  from  Hints  being  found  in  the  stones,  which  they  were 
obliged  to  remove  ;  but  this,  it  seems,  was  no  new  incon- 
Teniency,  but  is  experienced  also  in  the  common  way,  and 
when  the  work  is  done  witli  a  chisel;  neither  is  it  impossi- 
ble, u  hen  this  new  invention  shall  be  farther  improved,  that 
eveo  this  single  difficulty  may  be  got  oven 

[We  are  apt  to  think  highly  of  foreign  inventions;  and  ac- 
cordingly this  of  stone-planes  is  cried  up.  But  the  liko 
uras  dane  some  years  ago  in  England.  Mr.  Sowerby,  a 
gentleman  near  Penrith  in  Cumberland,  had  a  table  made 
of  slate,  (which  is  much  harder  than  free-stone)  with 
mouldings  on  the  sides,  iregularly  performed  by  a  jomer 
with  his  planes.] 

1748, /tfH, 


IV,  Wonderful  Memory  of  William  Lyon, 

WiLlJAM  LYON,  a  strolling  player,  who  performed  at 
the  theatre  in  Edinburgh,  and  who  was  excellent  in  the 
pari  of  Gibby,  the  Highlander,  gave  a  surprising  .instance 
of   memory.     One  evening  over  his  bottle,    he  ^^agered 
a  crown  bowl  of  punch,  a  liquor  of  which  he  was  v^ry.  fond, 
that  next   morning  at  the  rehearsal  he  would  repeat  a 
Dail)r  Advertiser  from  beginning  to  end.    At  the  rehearsal 
his  o}^ponent  reminded  him  of  his  wager,  imagining,  as  he 
was  d^unk  the  night  before,  that  he  must  x^rtainly  have 
forgot  it,  and  tallied  him  on  his  ridiculous  bragging  of  his 
memory.     Lyon  pulled  out  the  paper,  desired  him  to  look 
at  it  and  be  judge  himself  whether  he  did  or  did  not  win  hit 
wa^er.  Notwithstanding  the  vyant  of  connection  betwe'i^n  the 
paragrapiis,  the  variety  of  advertisen^ents,  and  the  general 
chaos  which  goes  to  the  composition  of  any  newspaper,  he 
repeated   it   from  beginning    to  end,    without  the   least 
hesitation  or  mistake.  I  knovir  this  to  be  true,  aqd  believe 
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the  parallel  cannot  be  produced  in  any  age  or  nation.  Lyon 
died  about  four  years  ago'  at  Edinburgh,  where  he  had 
played  with  great  success.  -  ' 

£We  heard  of .  this  performance  many  years  since, 
when  the  Daily  Advertiser,  though  larger  than  oth.^r  papers, 
wa«  not  so  large  and  crowded  as  it  has  been  of  late.  It  is 
said,  that  the  late  Mr.  Heidegger  could  nam^  all  the  signs 
from  the  Exchange  to  St.  James's,  on  ond  side  the  street^ 
after  once  walking  to  observe  them^] 

1752,  Sept: 


V.   Method  of  increasing  the  Solidity^  Strength^  ahd  Duration  of 

Timber. 

/  .  •■,'•.  ,     ■ 

^  new  Method  of  increa^ng  the  SoUdity^  Str^gth^^and  Du^' 
ration  of  Timber,    By  AT.  de  Buffon^  ofth^  Jf{oyql ^Academy, 

of  Sciences  at  Paris. 

<i 

1  O  answer  these  purposes  nothing  more  is  necessary  than 
to  bark  the  tree  fraoi  top  to  bottom,  in  the  sap  sea^dn,  and 
to  suffer  it  to  become  quite  dry  before  it  is  felled,  which 
may  be  done  at  a  trifling  expenee.  Vitruvius  and  Mr. 
EvelJ^n  have  indeed  just  mentioned, this  method,  biit  I  bcii^ 
lieve  nobody  before  vde  has  thoroughly  considered  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  May  I  caused  four  oaks  of  about  30  ot 
40  feet  high,  and  about  5  or  6  feet  in  girt,  to  be  barked 
standing;  all  of  them  were  in  full  vigour,  high  in  ^ap,  and 
about  70  years  old.     I  ordered  the  bark  to  be  stripped  off 
from  the  top  of  the  body  to  the  foot:  this  is  an  easy. opera- 
tion, for  in  the  sap  season  the  bark  parts  without  any  (;liffir* 
culty  from  the  body.   These  oaks  were  of  the  kind,  common 
enough  in  forests,  which  bears  the  large  acorns.     When 
they  were  quite  stripped  of  their  bark,  I  cstused  four  other 
oaks  of  the  same  kind,  which  grew  in  the  same  soil,  and  as 
like  them  as  possible,  to  be  fefled.     My  intent  was  to  have 
barked  six,  and  to  have  felled  as' many  on  the  same  day; 
but  thi)S  could  not  be  accomplished  before  the  next  day:  of 
^hese  sjx  barked  oaks,  two  happened  to  be  considerably  less 
in  sap,  than  the  oth^r  four.    I  caused  the  six  felled  trees  Xjt^ 
be  brought  and  laid  under  a;  shed,  there  to  dry  in  their  bark 
till  I  should  have  occasion  to  Ciompare  them  with  those  which 
)^ad  been  barked.     |  fancied  that  this  operation  must  affect 
ibem  in  an  extraordin^  manner,  and  produce  considerable 
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•Iteration  in  tbera.  I  visited  mv  barked  trees  very  care- 
fully during  two  months,  but  could  perceive  no  great  change. 
On  the  1 0th  of  July,  however,  one  of  them  which  was  Sie 
least  in  sap,  at  the  same  time  it  was  backed,  discovered  the 
6i*st symptoms  of^  disorder,  likely  to  proveits  destruction  in  a 
»ho*'t  time.  Its  leaves  began  to  turn  yej low  on  the  south 
side,,  and  soon  af^er  became  quite  so,  and  dropped  off  dry, 
»o  tliat  on  the  26th  of  August  there  was  not  one  left,  I  ha<| 
it  cut  down  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  being  myself  upon 
Ibe  spot  It  was  bf^come  so  hard,  that  ^  wedge  could  scarce 
enter  it,  and  so  brittle  that  a  slight  stroke  of  the  beetle  was 
sufficient  to  shatter  it  Tiie  biea?'  appeared  harder  than  the' 
heart  of  the  wood,  which  was  still  moist  and  full  of  juice. 

The  tree  which,  next  to^  this,  was  the  most  defective  ia 
sap  at  the  time  of  barking,/ soon  followed  it;  the  leaves  be- 
gan to  lose  their  verdure  on  the  1 3th  of  July,  and  lost  it 
entirely  before  the  10th  of  September.  K%\  suspected 
that  the  first  had  been  felled  too  early,  and  that  the  moist- 
ure 1  perceived  vvithin>  shewed  still  some  remains  of  life,  I 
ordered  it  to  stand,  to  see  if  it  would  produce  ^\^^  leaves 
;jbe  next  spring*.  '  ' 

My  other  four  oaks  held  out  vigorously;  they  dropped 
-their  leaves  but  a  few  days  before  the  usual  season  ;  and  one 
of  them,  vvlK)se  head  was  but  small,  parted  not  with  them 
before  the  natural  time  of  falling;  but  I  obsei-ved  that  the 
leaves,  and^  even  some  of  the  shoots  of  ail  the  four,  were 
grown  dry  on  the  south  sije  many  days  before. 

The  spring  following,  ail  these  trees  were  beforehand  with 
the  rest,  and  vvere  covered  with  verdure  eight  or  ten  days 
before  tiie  time.  I  took  notice  that  t;he  growth  of  the  leaves 
was  quick,  but  soon  stinted  for  want  of  sufficient  nourish- 
inent,  however  they  kept  alive;  but  the  tree  which  .was  the 
first  barked  the  foregoing  year,  underwent  the  full  effect  of 
the  state  of  inanition  and  dryness,  to  which  it  was  reduced; 
its  leaves  faded  apace,  and  fell  in  the  heats  of  July.     I  had 
it  cut  down  the  30th  of  August,  just  a  year  af^er  that  which 
had  preceded  it,  i  judged  that  it  would  prove  as  hard  at  , 
least  in  the  blea  as  the  otner,  ^nd  much  harder  in  the  heart, 
which  now  had  hardly  any,  moisture  left     I  had  it  placed 
under  a  shed,  where  the  other  already  was,  with  the  six 
trees  in  their  bark,  with  which  I  desigped  to  compare  tbem|^ 
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^  ♦  By  the  word  Blea  is  here  underttood  the  vhite  softer  part  of  the  wood 
which  lies  between  the  bark  ws^  ^  4f^*  th^  Ipndoi^  ti^^be^  merchants  an<i 
<^rpeater»  call  it  the  iasj^^ 
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Three  of  the  four  remaining  trees  parted  with  their  leaves 
the  beginning  of  September,  but  that  which  had  the  small 
head  retained  then?  a  good  deal  longer,  and  was  not  quite 
bare  before  the  22d  of  that  month.  I  reserved  it,  together 
With  that  of  the  other  four,  which  seemed  the  least  sickly, 
for  the  year  ensuing,  and  I  ordered  the  two  weakest  to  be 
felled  in  October.  I  left  one  of  these  trees  exposed  to  the 
air  and  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  and  the  otbers  were 
placed  under  the  shed;  they  proved  very  hard  to  the  wedge, 
and  the  heart  of  the  wood  was  very  near  dry. 

In  the  ensuing  spring,  tlie  two  most  vigorous  of  my  re- 
sei*ved  trees  did  still  manifest  some  symptoms  of  life;  the 
buds  swelled,  but  the  leaves  did  not  unfold.  The  other 
seemed  quite  dead;  and  indeed  having  caused  it  to  be  felled 
in  May,.  I  found  it  had  no  radical  moistnre  left,  and  it  proved 
very  hard  both  without  and  witijin.  I  had  the  last  felled  some 
time  after,  and  both  of  them  v^ere  placed  under  the  shed, 
tliere  to  lie  with  the  others  for  a  new  kind  of  trial. 

The  betteV  to  compart;  the  wood  ot  the  barked  trees  with 
that  of  ordinary  wood,  I  took  care  to  lay  up  all  the  six  un^ 
barked  oaks  together,  with  a  barked  one  of  the  same  size  ; 
for  experience  had  already  taugiit  me,  that  the  wood  in  a 
tree  of  a  large  size,  was  heavier  and  stronger  than  that  in  a 
tree  of  a  less  size,  though  of  the  same  age.     I  caused  all 
my  trees  to  be  sawed  into  pieces  of  14  feet  long ;  I  niarked 
centres  on  them  at  each  end,  and  drew  squares  of  6|  inches 
on  all  of  them,  and  had  the  four  faces  sawed  away,  so  thait 
each  of  them  becanje  a  beam  of  1 4  feet  long,  and  exactly  6 
Inches  square.  ^I  had  theq[i  reduced  truly  to  tliese  dimen- 
sions throughout  their  whole  length,  by  carefully  planing 
them.     I  caused  four  of  each  sort  to  be  broken,  to  ftnd  their 
strength,  and  to  be  well  assured,  as  1  soon  was,  of  che  differ* 
ence  of  each.  *  . 

The  beam  made  of  the  body  of  the  tree,  which  died  tlie 
first  after  the  barking,  weighed  242  pounds;  it  proved  the 
weakest  of  all  of  them,  and  broke  under  7240  pounds. 

That  of  the  tree  in  its  bark;  which  1  compared  with  it^ 
weighed  243  pounds:  it  broke  under  7320  pounds. 

The  beam  of  the  second  barked  tree  weighed  249  pounds; 
it  bent  more  than  the  former,  and  broke  under  the  weight  of 
8362  pounds. 

That  of  the  tree  in  its  bark  which  I  compared  with  it, 
weighed  236  pounds;  it  broke  under  7385  pounds. 

Tne  beam  of  the  barked  tree  exposed  to  the  injury  of  the 
l^eather,  weighed  258  pounds;  it  bent  still  n^ore  thao  ths 
second^  wd  broke  under  S926  pounds.  . 
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That  of  the  tree  in  bark  which  I  compared  with  it,  weighed 
238  pounds,  and  broke  under  7420  pounds. 

Lastly,  the  beam  of  the  tree  with  the  small  head,  which  I 
had  always  thought  the  best,  weighed  263  pounds,  and  broke 
with  no  less  than  y046  pouTids. 

The  tree  which  I  compared  it  with,  weighed  238  pounds^ 
and  broke  uhder  7500  pounds. 

The  two  other  barked  trees  proved  defective  in  the  inside, 
where  there  were  some  knots,  so  that  I  would  not  break 
them :  but  the  trials  above-mentioned  sutficiently  prove,  that 
timber  barked  and  dried  standing,  is  always  heavier  and 
considerably  stronger  than  timber  kept  in  its  bark.  What  I 
am  going  further  to  relate  will  put  this  matter  quite  out  of 
doubt.   . 

Of  the  top  of  the  body  of  the  tree,  which  was  barked  and 
exposed  jto  the  weather,  I  caused  to  be  made  a  beam  6  feet 
long  and  5  inches  square;  on  one  of  its  sides  was  discovered 
a  small  shake,  which  was  not  above  half  an  inch  deep,  and 
on  the  opposite  side  a  small  stain  about  an  inch  broad,  of 
wood  tliat  was  browner  tHan  the  rest.  As  these  defects 
seemed  not  very  considerable,  I  ordered  it  to  be  weighed 
and  charged;  its  weight  was  75  pounds;  and  in  one  hour  and 
five  miautes,' being  loaded  with  8500  pounds,  it  gave  a 
violent  crack;  I  imagined  it  wouM  break  in  a  little  time  after 
the  crack,' which  I  had  found  hitheHo  was  the  case,  but 
having  waited  patiently  three  hours,  and  finding  that  it 
neither  gave  way  nor  bent,  1  continued  to  increase  the 
charge,  and  in  about  an  hour  more  it  broke,  having  kept 
cracking  a  quarter  of  an  hour  under  a  weight  of  12,745 
pounds.  I  should  not  have  related  this  trial  so  particularly, 
only  to  shew,  that  but  for  its  little  defects  on  two  of  its 
sides,  this  beam  would  have  sustained  still  more  weight. 

A  beam  just  like  this,  formed  out  of  the  bottom  of  the 
body  of  one  of  the  10  unbarked  trees,  weighed  but  72 
pounds  \  was  very  sound  without  any  defects  ;  it  was  charged 
one  hour  and  thirty-eight  minutes,  when  it  cracked  very 
gently,  and  continued  cracking  once  in  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  for  about  3  hours,  and  then  broke,  under  a  charge 
of  1 1 89*  pounds. 

This  experiment  is -much  in  favour  of  barked  timber,  for 
it  shews  that  the  Wood  of  the  upper  part  of  the  body  of  a 
barked  tree,  even  with  some  defects,  is  heavier  and  stronger 
than  the  wood  of  the  lower  part  of  the  body  of  .an  unbarked 
tree,  without  any  defect, 

1754,  Feb.  .    .    ^ 

^  Thus  in  the  original  5  but  I  imagine  the  weight  ilUNild  be  1 1»089.    E* 
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YI.  Method  of  prewrving  Books  from  the  Depredations  of  Wormi 

and  Insects. 

There  is  a  very  small  inflect  that  in  the  month  of  August 
lays  its  eggs  in  books,  and  especially  in  those  leaves  near 
the  cover.  From  these  eggs  proceed  a  sort  of  mites,  very 
like  those  bred  in  cheese,  which  change  their  state  and  be* 
come  beetles,  and  when  the  time  of  transformation  ap-' 
proaches,  they  endeavour  to  get  air,  and  eat  their  way 
through  till  they  have  gained  the  extremity  of  the  book. 

To  give  these  mites  a  disrelish  for  books,  the  paste  which 
the  binders  make  use  of,  and  which  is  supposed  chiefly  to 
attract  them,  has  often  been  mingled  with  bitter  substances, 
as  wormwood,  coloquintida,  &c.  without  any  success.  Mi- 
neral salts,  to  which  all  insects  have  an  aversion,  afford  the  ^ 
only  remedy.  The  salt  called  arcanum  duplicatum,  allum 
and  vitriol,  are  proper  for  this  purpose.  By  mingling 
therefore  a  small  quantity  of  any  of  these  mineral  salts  in 
the  paste,  books  will  be  effectually  preserved  from  the  at- 
tacks of  all  sorts  of  worms  and  insects. 

M.  Prediger,  in  his  Instructions  to  Bookbinders,  printed 
at  Leipsic,  in  the  German  language,  in  1741,  says,  that  if 
binders  were  to  make  their  paste  of  starch  inslead  of  flour, 
worms  would  not  touch  the  books.  He  also  directs  pulver- 
ised allum  mixed  with,  a  little  fine  pepper,  to  be  strewed 
between  the  book  and  the  cover,  and  also  upon  the  shelves 
of  the  library;  and  for  the  more  effectual  preservation  of  the 
books  in  libraries,  he  advices  rubbing  the  books  well,  in  the 
months  of  March,  July,  and  September,  with  a  woollen 
cloth  dipped  in  powdered  allum.  And  it  were  to  be  wished 
that  for  the  future  all  bookbinders  would  make  their  paste 
in  the  manner  recotmrnended,  but  I  would  not  advise  depend* 
ing  upon  starch  without  any  admixture  of  mineral  salts. 

[It  is  remarkable,  that  worms  seldom  attack  books  printed 
on  English  made  paper.]  ' 

1754,  Feb.  • 
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JaQUES  DU  MOULIN,  a  French  refugee,  having  brought 
over  his  &mily  and  a  small  suj^n^of  money,  em|>loyed  it  in 
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purchasing  lots  of  goods  that  had  been  condemned  at  the 
Custom-house,  which  be^  again  disposed  of  by  retail;  ks 
these  goods  were  such  as  having  an  hfeh  duty  were  fre- 
quently smuggled,  those  who  dealt  in  this  way  were  gene* 
rally  suspected  of  increasing  their  stock  by  illicit  means^ 
and  smuggling,  or  purchasing  smuggled  goods,  under  colour 
of  dealing^  only  in  goods  that  had  been  legally  sefized  by  the 
king's  officers,  and  taken  from  smugglers.  This  trade^ 
however,  did  not,  in  the  general  estimation,  impeach  his 
honesty,  though  it^gave  no  sanction  to  his  character,  but  he 
was  often  detected  in  uttering  false  gold ;  he  came  fre- 
quently to  persons  of  whom  he  had  received  money,  with 
several  of  these  pieces  of  counterfeit  coin,  and  pretended 
that  they  were  among  the  pieces  which  had  been  paid  him ; 
this  was  generally  denied  with  great  eagerness,  but,  if  par« 
.  ticular  circumstances  did  not  confirm  the  contrary,  he  wa$ 
always  peremptory  and  obstinate  in  his  charge.  This  soon 
brought  him  into  disrepute,  and  he  gradually  lost  not  only 
his  business  but  his  credit.  It  happened  that  having  sold  a 
parcel  of  goods,  which  amounted  to  78  pounds,  to  one  Harris, 
a  person  wit;h  whom  he  had  before  had  no  dealings,  he  te-^ 
ceived  the  money  in  guineas  and  Portugal  gold,  several 
*  pieces  of  which  he  scrupled,  but  the  man  having  assured  him 
that  he  himself  had  carefully  examined,  and  weighed  those 
very  pieces,  and  found  them  good,  Du  Moulin  took  them^ 
ancf  gave  his  receipt. 

In  a  few  days  he  returned  with  six  pieces,  which  heaver- 
red  were  of  base  metal,  and  part  of  the  sum  which  he  had  a 
few  days  before  received  of  him  for  the  lot  of  goods ;  Harris 
examined  the  pieces,  and  told  Du  Moulin  that  he  was  sure 
they  were  none  of  them  among  those  which  he  had  paid 
him,  and  refused  to  exchange  them  for  others.  Du  Moulin 
as  peremptorily  insisted  on  the  contrary,  ailedging  that  he 
bad  put  the  money  in  a  drawer  by  itself,  and  locked  it  up 
till  he  offered  it  in  payment  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  and  thea 
the  pieces  were  found  to  be  bad,  insisting  that  they  were 
the  same  to  which  he  had  objected.  The^man  now  became 
angry,  and  charged  Du  Moulin  with  intending  a  fraud;  Do 
Moulin^  appeared"  to  be  i-ather  piqued  than  intimidated  at  this 
charge,  and  having  sworn  that  these  were  the  pieces  he  re- 
ceived of  Harris,  Harris  was  at  length  obliged  to  make  them 
food;  but,  as  he  was  confident  Du  Moulin  had  injured  him 
y  a  fraud,  supported  by  perjury,  he. told  his  story  wherever 
he  went,  exclaiming  against  him  with  great  bitterness,  and 
met  with  many  persons  who  i^ade  nearly  the  same  complaiots, 
and  told  him  that  it  had  heed  a  practice  of  Du  Maulia'^  f^r 
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a  considerable  time.    Du  Moulin  now  found  himself  univer- 
sally shunned;  and  hearing  what  Harris  had  reported  from 
all  parts,  he  brought  his  action  for  defamatory  words,  and 
Harris,   irritated  to  the  highest  degree,  stood  upon  his  de- 
fence ;  and,  in  the  mean' time,  having  procured  a  meeting 
of  several  persons,  who  had  suffered  the  same  way  in  their 
dealings  with  Du  Moulin,  they  procured  a  warrant  against 
him,  and  he. was  apprehended  upon  suspicion  of  counter- 
feiting the  coin.    Upon  searching  his  drawers,  a  great  num-» 
ber  of  pieces  of  counterfeit  gola  were  foundin  a  drawer  by 
themselves,    and  ;5everal  others   were  picked   from  othef 
money,  that  was  found  in  different  parcels  in  his  scrutoire; 
upon  further  search  a  flask,  several  files,  a  pair  of  moulds^ 
some  powdered  ^halk,  a  small  quantity  of  Aqua  Regia,  and 
several  other  implements  were  discovered.     No  doubt  could 
no\v  be  made  of  his  guilt,  which  was  extremely  aggi'avated 
by  the  methods  he  had  taken  to  dispose  of  the  money  he 
made,  the  insolence  with  which  he  had  insisted  upon  its 
being  paid  him  by  others,  and  the  perjury  by  which  he  bad 
supported  his  claim  :  his  action  against  Harris  for  defamation 
idfas  also  considered  as  greatly  increasing  his  guilt,  and  every 
body  was  impatient  to  see  him  punished.     In  these  circum* 
stances  he  was  brought  to  his  trial,  and  his  many  attempts  to 
put  off  bad  money,  the  quantity  found  by  itself  in  his  scru-- 
toire,  and  above  all,  the  instruments  of  coining,  which,  upon 
a  comparison,  exactly  answered  the  money  in  iiis  possession^ 
being  proved,  he  was  upon  this  evidence  convicted,  attd  re- 
ceived sentence  of  death. 

It  happened  that  a  few  days  before'he  was  to  have  been 
executed,  one  WiHiams,  who  had  been  bred  a  seal  graver^ 
but  had  left  his  business,  was  killed  by  a  fall  froip  his  horsey 
his  wife,  who  was  then  bjg  with  child,  and  near  her  time^ 
immediately  fell  into  frts  and  miscarried :  she  wus  soon  sen* 
sibje  that  she  could  not  live,  and  therefore  sending  for  the 
wife  of  Du  Moulin,  she  desired  to  be  left  alone,  and  then 
gave  her  the  following  account: 

That  her  husband  was  one  of  four,  whom  she  named,  that 
bad  for  many  years  subsisted  by 'counterfeiting  gold  coin^ 
which  she  had  been  frequently  employed  to  put  on,  and  was 
therefore  entrusted  with  the  whole  secret ;  that  another  of 
.  these  persons  had  hired  himself  to  Du  I^onlin  as  a  kind  of 
footman  and  porter,  and  being  provided  by  the  gang  with 
false  keys,  had  disposed  of  a  very  considerable  sum  of  bad 
money,  by  opening  his  master's  scrutoire  and  leaving  it 
there  in  the  stead  of  nn  equal  number  of  good  pieces,  which 
be  took  out:  that  by  this  iniquitous  practice  Du  Moulin  had. 
V©L.  III.  $ 
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been  defrauded  of  his  business,  his  credit,  and  his  liberty, 
to  which  ip  a  small  time  his  life  would  be  added,  if  applica- 
tion was  not  immediately  made  to  save  him :  by  this  account, 
which  she  gave  in  great  agonies  of  mind,  she  was  much  ex- 
hausted, and  having  given  dir(?ctions  where  to  find  the  per- 
sons whom  she  impeached,  she  fell  into  convulsions  and 
soon  after  expired.     The  woman  immediately  applied  to  a 
magistrate,  and  having  related  the  story  she  had  beard,  pro- 
cured a  warrant  against  the  three  men,  who  were  taken  the 
same  day,  and  separately  examined;  Du  MouliiT's  servant 
steadily  denied  the  whole  charge,  and  so  did  one  of  the 
other  two,  but  while  the  last  was  examining,  a  messenger, 
who  had  been  sent  to  search  their  lodgings,  arrived  with  a 
great  quantity  of  bad   money,  and  many  instrunaents  for 
coining.    This  threw  him  into  confusion,  and  the  magistrate 
improving  the  opportunitj-,  by  offering  him  his  life,  if  he 
would  become  an  evidence  for  the  king,  he  confessed  that 
he  had  been  long  associated  with  the  other  prisoner  and  the 
than  that  was  dead,  and  he  directed  where  other  tools  and 
money  might  be  found,  but  he  could  say  nothing  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  Du  Moulin's  servant  was  employed  to  put  it 
off.     Upon  this  discovery  Du  Moulin's  execution  wps  sus- 
pended, and  the  king's  witness  swearing  positively  that  his 
servarit  and  the  other  prisoner  had  frequently  coined  in  his 
presence,  and  giving  a  particular  account  of  the  process, 
and  the  part  which  each  of  them  usually  performed,  they 
were  cpnvicted  and  condemned  to  die.    Both  of  them,  how- 
ever, still  denied  the  fact,  and  the  public  were  still  in  doubt 
about  Du  MouUn.     In  his  defence  he  had  declared  that  the 
bad  money  which  was  found  together^  was  such  as  he  could 
not  trace  to  the  persons  of  whom  he  had  received  it,  that  the 
parcels  with  which  bad  money  was  found  mixed,  he  kept 
separate,  that  he  might  know  tq  uhom  to  apply  if  it  should 
appear  to  be  bad,  but  the  finding  of  the  moulds- and  other 
instruments  in  his  custody  was  a  particular  not  yet  accounted 
for;  as  he  only  alledged  in  general  terms,  that  he  knew  not 
how  thev  came  there,  and  it  was  doubted  whether  the  im- 
peachment  of  ot bet's  had  not  been  managed  with  a  tiewto 
save  him  who  was  equally  guilty,  there  being,  no  evidence 
of  his  servant's  treachery,  but  tliat  of  a  woman  who  was  dead^ 
reported  at  second  hand  by  the  wife  of  Du  Moufm,  who  was 
manifestly  an  interested   party.      He   was  not,    howeyei^, 
charged  by  either  of  the  convicts  as  an  accomplice,  a  parti- 
cular which  was  stroiTgly-  urged  by  his  frieffds  itt  his  hehalfj 
but  it  happened  that  while  tbe  public  opinion  was  thus  held 
in  suspcnce,  a  private  drawer  was  discovered  in  a  chest  that 
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belonged  to  his  servant,  and  in  it  a  bunch  of  keys,  and  thcJ 
impression  of  one  in  wax;  the  impression  was  compared  with 
the  keys,  and  that  which  it  corresponded  with,  w«s  found  to 
open  I>u  Mouiin's  scrutoire^  in  which  the  bad  money  and 
implements  had  been  found ;  when  this  particular,  so  strong 
and  unexpected,  w^as  urged|  and  the  key  produced,  he 
burst  into  tears,  and  confessed  all  that  had  been  alledged 
against  him ;  he  was  then  asked  how  the  tools  came  in  his 
niaster^s  scrutoice,  and  he  answer^d^.  that  when  the  officers 
of  justice  canae  to  seize  his  master^  he  was  terrified  for  him^ 
self,  knowing  that  he  had  in  his  chest  these  instruments, 
which  the  private  drawer  would  not  contain,  and  fearing  that 
he  mig^ht  be  included  in  the  warrant,  his  consciousness  of* 
guilt  kept  him  in  continual  dread  and  suspicion  i  that  for  this 
reason,  before  the  officers  went  up  stairs,  he  opened  the 
scrutoire  with  his  false  key,  and  having  fetched  his  tooU 
from  his  box  in  the  garret,  he  deposited  them  there>  and 
had  just  locked  it  when  he  heard  them  at  the  dooi^ 

In  this  case,  even  the  positive  evidence  of  Du  Moulin^ 
that  the  money  he  brought  back  to  Harris  was  the  same! 
he  had  received  of  him  was  not  true^  though  Du  Moulin 
was  not  guilty  of  perjury,  either  wilfully^  or.  by  neglect^  in- 
attention, or  forgetfulhess.  And  the  circumstantial  evidence 
a^inst  him,  however  strong,  would  only  have  heaped  one 
injury  upon  another,  and  have  taken  aWay  the  life  of  an 
unhappy  wretch,  from  whom  a  perfidious  servant  had  taken 
away  every  thing  else. 

The  other  case,  I  think^  happened,  still  longer  ago^  and| 
to  the  best  of  my  remembmhce^  it  is  this : 

A  gentleman  died  possessed  of  a  very  considerable  fortune^ 
>which  he  left  to  his  only  child^  a  daughter^  and  appointed 
his  brother  to  be  her  guardian,  and  executor  of  his  wilL  The 
young  lady  was  then  about  18;  and  if  she  happened  to  di^ 
unmarried,  or,  if  married,  without  children^  her  fortune 
was  left  to  her  guardian  and  to  his  heirs.     As  the  interest  of 
the  uncle  was  now  incompatible  with  the  life  of  the  neice, 
several  other  relations  hinted,  that  it  would  not  be  ^proper 
for  them  to  live  together.     Whether  they  were  willing  to 
prevent  any  occasion  of  slander  against  the  uncle,  in  case  of 
tiae  young  lady's  death ;  whether  they,  had  any  apprehension 
of  her  being  in  danger;  or  whether  they  were  only  discon- 
tented with  the  father's  disposition  of  his  fortune,  and  there- 
fore propagated  rumours  to  the  prejudice  of  tho^e  who  pos- 
sessed it,  cannot  be  known;  the  uncle,  however,  took  his 
niece  to  his  house  near  Epping  For<^stjf  and  soon  afterward* 
ibe  disappeared. 

S  2 
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Gre^t  inquiry  was  made  after  her,  and  it  appearing,  lliat 
the  day  she  was  missing,  she  went  out  with  her  uncle  into 
the  forest,  and  that  he  returned  without  her,  he  was  taken 
into  custody,     A  few  days  afterwards  he  went  through  a 
long  examination,  in  which  he  acknowledged,  that  he  went 
out  with  her,  and  pretended  that  she  found  means  to  loiter 
behind  him  as  they  were  returning  home;  that  he  souglit 
her  m  the  forest  as  soon  -as  he  missed  her;  and  that  he  knew 
Bdt  where  she  was,   or   what  was   become  of  her.     This 
account  was  thought  improbable,  and  his  apparent  interest 
in  the  death' of  his  ward,  and  perhaps  the  petulant  zeal  of 
other  relations,  concurred  to  raise  and  strengthen  suspicions 
against  him,  and  he  was  detained  in  custody.     Some  new 
circumstances  were  everv  dav  risinqr  asrainst  him.     It  was 
found,  that  the  young  lady  had  been  addressed  by  a  neigh- 
bouring gentleman,  who  had,  a  few  days  before  she  was 
missing,  set  out  on  a  journey  to  the  north;  and  that  she  had 
declared  she  would  marry  him  when  he  returned :  that  her 
uncle  had  frequently  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  the 
match  in  very  strong  terms :  that  she  had  often  wtept  and  re- 
proached him  with  unkindness  and  an  abuse  of  his  powder.  A 
woman  was  also  produced,  who  swore,  that  on  the  day  the 
young  lady  was  missing,  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
npon,  she  was  coming » through  the  forest,  and  heard  a 
woman's  voice  expostulating  with  great  eagerness;  upon 
which  she  drew  nearer  the.  place,  and,  before  she  saw  any 
person,  heard  the  same  voice  say,  Dovit  kill  mt^  xmcle^  don't 
kill  me;  upon  which  she  was  greatly  terrified,  and  imme- 
iliately    hearing    the    report    of   a  gun  very   near,   slie 
made  all  the  haste  she  could  from' the  spot,  but  could  not 
rest  in  her  mind  till  she  had  told  what  had  happened. 

Such  was  the  general  impatience  to  punish  a  m^-n,  who 
bad  murdered  his  neice  to  inherit  her  fortune,  that  upon  this 
evidence  he  was  condemned  and  executed. 

About  ten  days  after  the  execution  the  young  lady  came 
home.  It  appeafed,  however,  that  what  all  the  witnesses 
had  s^orn  was  true,  and  the  fact  was  found  to  be  thus  cir- 
cumstanced: 

The  young  lady  declared,  that  having  previously  agreed 
to  gQ  otf  with  the  gentleman  that  courted  her,  he  had  given 
out  that  he  was  jgoing  a  journey  to  the  north ;  but  that  ht 
waited  concealecTat  a  little  house  ^ear  the  skirts  of  the  forest, 
till  the  time  appointed,'  which  was  the  day  she  disappeared. 
That  he  had  horj^es  ready  for  himself  anci  her,  and  was  at- 
tended by  two  servaute  also  on  horseback.  That  as  she  was 
walking  with  her  uncle  he  reproached  her  with  persisting  id 
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her  resolution  to  marry  a  man,  of  i^'hom  he  disapproved ; 
and  after  much  altercation,  she  said  with  soule  heat,  / 
have  set  my  heart  upon  ity  if  I  do  not  viarry  him  it  will  be 
death ;  and  dorCt  kill  me,  lincle^  don't  kill  me ;  that  just  as 
she  had  pronounced  these  words,  she  heard  a  gun  dis- 
charged very  near  her,  at  which  she  started,  and  immedi- 
ately afterwards  saw  a  man  come  forward  from  amon^  the 
trees,  with  a  wood-pigeon  in  his  hand,  that  he  haa  just 
shot.  That  cpming  near  the  place  appointed  for  their  ren- 
dezvous, she  formed  a  pretence  to  let  her  uncle  go  on  be-^ 
fore  her,  and  her  sukor  being  waiting  for  her  with  a  horse, 
she  mounted  and  immediately  rode  off.  That  instead  of 
going  into  the  north,  they  retired  to  a  house,  in  which  he 
had  taken  lodgings,  near  Windsor,  where  they  were  married 
the  same  day,  and  in  about  a  week,  went  a  journey  of 
pleasure  to  France,  from  whence  when  they  returned,  they 
first  heard  of  the  misfortune  which  tliey  had  inadvertently 
brought  upon  their  uncle. 

So  uncertain  is  human  testimony,  even  when  the  witnesses 
are  sincere,  and  so  necessary  is  a  cool  and  dispassionate  in<7 '' 
quiry  and  determination,  with  respect  to  crimes  that  are 
enormous  in  the  highest  degree,  and  committed  with  every 
possible  aggravation. 

1154^,  Sept. 


VIIL  Account  of  Jedediah  Buxtop. 

The  accounts  of  Jedediah  Buxton,  which  have  already 
been  published  in  the  Magazine,  were  so  extraordinary, 
that  many  have  questioned  if  they  Vvere  true ;  and  several 
letters  have  been  sent  to  the  editor  by  his  friends,  to  know 
whether  they  were  fictions  written,  merely  for  amusement, 
or  whether  they  were  intended  as  satires  upon  the  preten- 
sions or  performances  of  any  adept  in  arithmetical  dalcula- 
tions.  To  the  assurances  which  were  then  given  of  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  facts,  upon  ^he  known  integrity  of  the  gentle- 
tnen  i)y  whom  they  were  communicated  to  the  press,  much 
stronger  testimony  may  now  be  added.     ' 

His' grandfather,  Jonn  Buxton,  was  vicar  of  Elmeton  in 
Derbyshire,  and  his  father,  Wm.  Buxton,  was  schoolmaster 
of  the  same  parish ;  but  Jedediah,  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
fession of  his  father,  is  extremely  illiterate,  having,  by  what* 
^ver  accident^  been  so  much  neglected  in  his  youth  as  nevel 

8  3 
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to  have  been  taught  to  write.  How  he  came  first  to  know 
the  relative  proportions  of  number^  and  their  progressive 
denominations,  he  does  not  remember;  but  to  this  he  has 
applied  the  whole  force  of  his  mind,  and  upon  this  his  at*  , 
tention  is  constantly  fixed,  so  that  he  frequently  takes  no 
cognizance  of  external  objects,  and  when  he  does,  it  is  only 
with  respect  X.6.  their  numbers.  The  same  attention  of  bis 
mind  appears  as  well  by  what  he  bears  as  by  what  he  sees. 
If  an}'  space  of  time  is  mentioned,  he  will  soon  after  say, 
that  it  is  so  many  minutes ;  and  if  any  distance  of  way,  he 
will  assign  the  number  of  hair^s  breadths,  without  any 
question  having  been  asked,  or  any  calculation  expected  by 
the  company. 

By  this  method  he  has  greatly  increased  the  power  of  hia 
memory,  with  respect  to  figures,  and  stored  up  several 
common  products  in  his  mind,  to  which  he  can  have  imme- 
diate recourse;  as  the  number  of  minutes  in  a  year,  of  hair's 
breadths  in  a  mile,  and  many  others.  When  he  once  com" 
prebends  a.  question,  which  is  not  without  difficulty  and 
time,  he  begins  to  work  with  amazing  facility,  and  will  leave  ' 
a  long  question  half  wrought,  and,  at  the  end  of  several 
pionths,  resume  it,  beginning  where  he  left  off,  and  proceed' 
ing  regularly  till  it  is  completed. 

His  memory  would  certainly  have  been  equally  retentive, 
with  respect  to  other  objects,  if  he  had  attended  to  other 
objects  with  equal  diligence ;  but  his  perpetual  application 
to  figures  has  prevented  the  smallest  acquisition  of  any  other 
knowledge,  and  his  mind  seems  to  have  retained  fewer  ideas  • 
than  that  of  a  boy  often  years  old,  in  the  same  class  of  life. 
He  has  been  sometimies  asked,  on  his  return  from  church, 
whether  he  remembered  the  text,  or  any  part  of  the  sermon, 
but  it  never  appeared  that  he  brought  away  one  sentence. 
His  rnind,  upon  a  closer  examination,  being  found  to  have  been 
busied,  even  during  divine  service,  in  its  favourite  operation, 
either  dividing  some  time  or  some  space  into  the  snuall^st 
known  parts,  or  resolving  some  question  that  had  been 
'  given  him  as  a  test  of  his  abilities.  His  power  of  abstraction 
ts  sQ  great  that  no  noise  interrupts  him ;  and,  if  he  is  asked 
any  question,  he  immediately  replies,  and  returns  again  to 
his  calculation,  without  any  confusion,  or  the  loss  of  more 
time  than  his  answer  required.  His  method  of  working  is 
peculiar  to  himself,  and  by  no  means  the  shortest  or  the 
clearest,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  example : 

He  was  required  to  multiply  456  by  378,  which  be  had 
completed  as  soon  as  a  person  in  company  had  produced  the 
product  in  the  coounon  way  \  ai^ifl  upon  being  requested  ^ 
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work  it  audibly,  that  his  method  might  be  known,  he  ftiul- 
tipJied  456  first  by  5,  which  produced  2280,  which  he  again 
multiplied  by  20,  and  found  the  product,  45600,  which  was  , 
the  rnqltiplicand  multiplied  by  100;  this  product  he  again  mul- 
tiplied by  3,  which  produced  136800,  which  was  the  sum  of 
the  multiplicand  multiplied  by  300;  it  remained  therefore  to 
nuiltiply  it  by  78,  which  he  effected  by  multi()lying  2280  (the 
product  of  the  multiplicand  multiplied  by  5)  by  15;  5  times 
15  being  7^;  this  product  being  34200,  be  added  lo  the  136800, 
which  was  the  multiplicand  multiplied  by  300,  and  this  pro- 
duced 171000,  which  was  37-5  times  456;  to  complete  his 
operation  therefore,  he  multiplied  456  by  3,  which  produced 
1368,  and  having  added  this  number  to  171000,  ne  found 
the  product  of  456  multiplied  by  378  to  be  172368. 

Thus  it  appears  that  his  arithmetic  is  perfectly  his  own^ 
and  that  he  is  so  little  acquainted  with  the  common  rules  a$ 
to  multiply  456  first  by  5,  and  the  product  by  20,  to  find 
what  sua!  it  would  produce  multiplied  by  100,  whereas,  if 
he  had  added  two  noughts  to  the  figures,  ne  would  have  ob- 
tained it  at  once,    . 

The  only  objects  of  Jedediah's  curiosity,  except  figures, 
were  th)e  king  and  royal  family,  and  his  desire  to  see  them  was 
so  strong,  that,  in  tne  beginning  of  the  spring,  he  walked 
to  London  on  purpose,  but  at  last  returned  disappointed, 
Mie  king  having  just  removed  to  Kensington  as  Jedediah 
came  into  London.  He  was,  however,  introduced  to  the' 
Royal  Society,  whom  he  called  the  volk  of  the  Siety  Court  i 
the  gentlemen  who  were  present  asked  him  several  questions 
in  aritbniel:ic,  jto  protj^  his  abilities,  and  dismissed  bioi  ^itb 
a  handsome  gratuity. 

Durieg  bis  resid^ence  in  London  he  was  carried  to  see 
King  Richard  III.  performed  at  Drury  jLane  playhouse,  and 
•  it  was  expected  either  tliat  the  novelty  and  the  splendor  of 
the  show  would  have  fixed  him  in  astonishment,  or  kept  his 
imagination  in  a  continual  hurry ;  or  that  his  passions  would, 
in  some  degree,  have  been  touched  by  the  power  of  action, 
if  he  had  wot  perfectly  understood  the  dialogue;  but  Jede- 
diah's  mind  was  employed  in  the  playhouse  just  as  it  was 
employed  at  church.     During  the  dance  he  fixed  his  atten- 
tion upon  the  number  of  steps ;  he  det;lared  after  a  fine  piece 
of  music^  that  the  innumerable  sounds  produced  by  the  in- 
struments had  perplexed  him  beyond  measure,  and  he  at- 
tended even  to  Mr.  Garrick  only  to  count  the  words  that  he 
littered,  in  which,  he  says,  he  perfectly  succeeded. 
^  /Je^edi^bi$  now  safely  returned  to  the  place  of  his  birth, 

s  ^ 
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where,  if  his  enjoyments  at*e  few,  his  wishes  do  not  seem 
to  be  more;  he  applies  to  his  labour,  by  which  he  subsists 
with  chearfulness;  he  regrets  nothing  that  he  left  behind  him 
in  London,  and  it  is  still  his  opinion,  that  a  slice  of  rusty 
bacon  affords  the  most  delicious  repast. 

1754,  June. 
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IX.  Account  of  Robert  Hill,  the  learned  Tailor  of  Buckingham. 

Mr.  Urban, 

As  I  was,  with  many  others,  much  entertained  with  your 
memoirs  of  Jedediah  Buxton,  I  send  you  an  account  of  a 
man  who  has  risen  much  higher  from  the  same  level,  and 
whose  mind,  if  in  one  instance  it  is  less  retentive,  is  yet 
much  more  remarkable  for  the  variety  and  vigour  of  its  ope- 
rations, and  the  multitude  of  ideas  which  itx^ontains. 

Robert  Hill  was  born  at  Tring,  in  Hertfordshire,  where  an 
old  relation  having  taught  him  his  letters,  he  learnt  to  read 
by  hiinself  at  home.  This  acquisition  was  so  remarkable  in 
a  child,  that  he  was,  for  the  first  time,  sent  to  school,  but 
was,  by  some  accident,  prevented  from  going  there  longer 
than  seven  weeks,  during  which  time,  however,  he  learnt 
to  write.  ,When  he  was  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  he 
was  put  apprentice  to  a  stay-maker  and  tailor  at  Buckingham; 
but  his  desire  of  knowledge  being  still  predominant,  be  con- 
trived to  gratify  it  under  every  possible  disadvantage*  With 
the  first  money  that  he  could  scrape  together  he  purchased 
Beza's  Latin  Testament,  and  a  Latin  Grammar.  He  then 
applied  to  the  boys  at  the  free  school,  and  got  himself  em- 
ployed by  them,  to  run  on  errands,  or  to  render  them  such 
other  service  as  was  in  his  power,  having  always  first  stipu- 
lated, that  in  return  they  should  tell  him  the  English  of  the 
Latin  words  in  some  rule  of  his  Grammar,  In  proportion  to 
the  knowledge  he  acquired,  he  became  more  sensible  of 
what  was  yet  wanting ;  and  as  soon  as  he  was  able,  he  added 
a  Gradus  to  his  Testament  and  Grammar,  by  which  he  was 
assisted  in  his  pronunciation.  As  there  are  few  difficulties 
insurmountable  by  persevering  labour.  Hill,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  apprenticeship,  had  not  only  learnt  his  trade, 
but  could  read  and  understand  several  Latin  authors  tolera- 
bly well. 

He  was  now  known  to  the  neighbouring  gentlemen,  one 
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» 
of  whom,  upon  the  death  of  his  son,  gave  him  some  of  bis 
books,  and  among  others  there  happened  to  be  a  Greel^ 
Testament.  This  was  a  new  object  of  curiosity,  and  not 
being  able  to  rest  while  he  had  a  book  in  his  possessjoa 
which  he  coi^ld  not  read,  he  immediately  applied  himself  to 
learn  Greek.'  In  this  arduous  task  he  received- some  assist- 
ance from  a  young  gentleman  at  Buckingham,  and  in  about 
three  years  he  began' to  read  a  Greek  author  with  some. 

f)leasure.  The  same  restless  curiosity  and  desire  of  know- 
edge,  which  thus  attached  him  to  books,  induced  him  not 
to  follow  his  business  at  home, -but  to  travel  the  country,  as 
an  itinerary  mender  of  cloaths  and  stays;  but  in  this  state 
of  poverty  and  dissipation,  he  was  still  a  hard  student,  and 
when  he  was  four  and  thirty  years  or  age  he  began  to  learn 
Hebrew, 

/  ^he  first  book  that  he  read  for  this  purpose  happened  to 
be  Shindler's  Grammar;  but  as  all  books  that  are  written  to 
instruct  those  who  have  no  master,  in  the  first  rudiments  of 
science,  suppose  many  things  to  be  known  which  they  ought 
to  teach,  Hill  found  several  deficiencies  .in  Shindler,  which 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  supply ;  and  after  much  labour  and  much 
contrivance,  he  thought  if  he  could,  in  ftis  peregrinations, 
associate  himself  with  some  Jew,  who,  like  himself,  was 
travelling  the  country  for  a  subsistence,  he  might  take  the, 
same  rout,  and  should  be  able  to  get  such  instruction  as  he 
wanted.     This  project  he  immediately  put  in  execution, 
and  finding  an  itinerary  Jew  at  Oakingham,  he  communi- 
cated his  scheme,  and  stated  his  difficulties.     The  Jew  was 
^Gry  ready  to  assist  him,  but  Hill  found  him  not  able;  this 
inaoility,  however,  he  supposed  to  be  accidental,  and  there- 
fore applied  himself  to  many  others,  but  to  all  with  as  little 
success.     To  Hill,  however,  nothing  was  less  eligible  than 
to  relinquish  his  purpose,    he  therefore  had  recourse  to 
othei:  Hebrew  Grammars,  of  which  he  read  eleven,  some 
answered  his  purpose  best  in  one  particular  and  some  iu  , 
another,  but  not  any  one  of  them  contained  all  that  he  ex-* 
pected  to  find,  though  he  thinks  upon  the  whole  Mayer's  is 
the  best     After  he  had  thus  acquired  the  knowledo^e  of 
Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew,  and  made  himself  acquainted 
with  whatever  such  travels  as  his  could  produce  to  his  ob- 
servation, almost  constantly  studying  half  fhe  night  that  he 
miglit  pursue  his  journey  and  his  business  ia  the  day,  he  re- 
turned to  Buckingham,  where  he  still  continues  buried  is 
obscurity,  and  scarcely  subsisting  by  his  labour,  but  perfectly 
contfSDted  with  bis  condition,  extremely  modest  ^nd  diffi^ 
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dent  in  his  discourse,  and  without  any  new  fangled  notions 
in  religion,  which  generally  distuiguish  a  soiatterer  in  learn* 

1754,  Sept. 
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X.  Account  of  Henry  Wild,  the  leamSed  Tailor  of  Norwich. 

JVlR.  HENRY  WILD,  professor  of  the  oriental  languages^ 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  and  educated  there  at  a 

franimar  school,  and  almost  fitted  for  the  University;  but 
is  friends  wanting  fortune  and  interest  to  maintain  him 
there,  bound  him  an  apprentice  to  a  tailor,  with  whom  he 
served  out  the  term  of  seven  years;  after  which  he  worked  as 
a  journeyman  seven  years  more.  About  the  end  of  the  last 
seven  years,  be  was  seized  with  a  fever  and  ague,  which  con* 
tinned  two  or  three  years,  and  reduced  turn  at  last  so  low,  as 
to  disable  him  from  working  at  his^ trade.  In  this  situation,  he 
amused  himself  with  some  ^d  hooks  of  controversial  divinity, 
wherein  he  found  -great  stress  laid  on  the  Hebrew  original  of 
several  texts  of  scripture.  Though  he  had  almost  lost  his 
school  learning,  his  curiosity,  and  strong^desire  of  know- 
ledge, excited  him  to  attempt  to  make  himself  master  of  it. 
He  was  obliged  at  first  to  make  use  of  an  English  Hebrew 
gran^mar  and  lexicon,  but  by  degrees  he  recovered  the 
language  he  had  learnt  at  school.  As  his  health  was  re-es* 
tubtished,  he  divided  his  time  between  the  business  of  his 
profession,  and  his  studies,  which  last  employed  the  great-.- 
est  part  of  his  nights.  Thus  self  taught  ancf  assisted  only 
by  his  own  great  genius,  by  dint  of  continual  application, 
and  almost  unparalleled  industry,  he  added  the  knowledge 
of  all,  or  the  much  greater  part  of  the  oriental  languages, 
to  blxat  of  the  Hebrew.  But  still  he  laboured  in  obscurity, 
till  at  length  he  was  accidentally  discovered  to  the  world. 

The  late  worthy  Dr.  Prideaux,  dean  of  Norwich,  a  name 
justly  celebrated  in  the  learned  world,  was  offered  some 
Arabic  MSS.  in  parchment,  by  a  bookseller  of  that   city. 
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*  He  wrote,  1.  Remarks  on  Berkeley's  *•  Essay  on  Spirit"  9.  »f  The  Chat, 
ractcr  of  a  Jew."  3.  '*  Criticisms  oi»  Job;"  ai)d  died  at  Buckingham,  in  July, 
1777,  aged  78.  According  to  his  own  account,  he  was  seven  years  acquiring  tatiq, 
twice  as  much  in  learning  Greek;  bu^  Ifebfew  be  fou^id  so  eas^^  th^tit  covt 
)iita  little  tJmCf    JE,        * 
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But  whether  he  thought  the  price  demanded  was  too  great, 
or  whether  he  expected,  as  few  would  buy  them,  the  book- 
seller would  be  ooliged  to  lower  his  price,  he  left  them  on  his 
hands.  Soon  after  Mr.  Wild  heard  of  them,  and  purchased 
them.  Some  weeks  after,  the  dean  called  at  the  shop,  and 
inquired  for  the  MSS.  but  was  informed  they  were  sold. 
Chagrined  at  his  disappointment,  he  asked  the  name  and 
profession  of  the  person  who  had  bought  them.  On  his  being 
told  he  was  a  tailor;  '^runinstantly,^^  said  the  dean,  in  a  pas- 
sion, "  and  fetch  them,  if  they  are  not  cut  in  pieces  to  make 
measures."  He  was  soon  relieved  from  his  fears,  by  Mr. 
Wild's  appearance  with  the  MSS.  He  inquired  whether 
he  would  part  with  them,  but  was  answered  in  the  negative. 
The  dean  hastily  asked  what  he  did  with  them?  he  replied 
**I  read  them."  He  was  desired  to  read,  which  he  did;  he 
was  then  bid  to  render  a  passage  or  two  into  English,  which 
he  did  readily  and  exactly.  Amazed  at  this,  the  dean  partly 
at  his  own  expence,  partly  by  a  subscription,  raised  among 
persons,  whose  inclinations  led  them  to  this  kind  of  learn- 
ing, senthim  to  Oxford,  where,  though  he  was  never  a  mem- 
her  of  the  University,  he  was  by  the  dean's  interest  admitted 
to  the  Bodleian  library,  and  employed  for  some  years  in  trans^ 
lating,  or  making  extracts  out'  of  oriental  MSS. — ^Thus  he 
bid  adieu  to  his  needle. 

About  1718,  I  found  him  at  Oxford,  and  learned  Hebrew 
of  him;  but  do  not  recollect  how  long  he  had  been  there 
before.  He  was  there  known  by  the  name  of  the  Arabian 
tailor.  All  the  hours  that  the  library  was  open,  he  con- 
stantly attended ;  when  it  was  shut,  he  employed  most  of 
his  leisure  time  in  teaching  the  oriental  languages  to  young 
gentlemen,,  at  the  moderate  price  of  half  a  guinea  a  Ian-  - 
guage,  except  for  the  Arabic,  for  which,  as  I  remember, 
he  had  a  g^uinea. 

About  1720,  he  removed  to  London,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  under  the  patronage  of  the  famous 
Dr.  Mead;  there  I  saw  him  at  the  latter  end  of  1721.  When 
he  died  I  know  not,  but  in  1734  his  translation,  out  of  the 
Arabic,  of  Al-Mesra,  or  Mahomet's  journey  to  Heaven, 
was  published.  In  the  dedication,  which  was  addressed  to 
.Mr.  Mackrel  of  Norwich,  it  is  said  to  be  a  posthumous 
work.  It  is  the  only  piece  of  his  that  ever  was  printed,  and 
I  have  heard  him  read  it  in  MS. 

When  I  knew  him  he  seemed  to  be  about  40,  though  his 
sedentary  and  studious  way  of  life,  might  make  him  look 
plder.tb^n  he  reallv  ws^^.    His  perspn  was  tlun  4a4  meagre, 
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his  stature  moderately  tall,  and  his  air  and  walk  had  all  the 
little  particularities  observed  in  persons  of  his  profession. 
His  memory  was  extraordinary.  His  pupils  frequently  in- 
vited him  to  spend  an  evening  with  them,  when  he  would 
often  entortain  us  with  long  and  curious  details  out  of  the 
Roman,  Greek,  and  Arabic  histories.  His  morals  were 
good,  he  was  addicted  to  no  vice,  was  sober  and  temperate, 
modest  and  diffident  of  himself,  without  any  tincture  of 
conceitedness  or  vanity.  In  his  lectures  he  would  frequently 
observe  to  us,  that  sucb  an  idiom  in  Hebrew,  resembled 
one  in  Latin  or  Greek ;  then  he  would  make  a  pause,  and 
seem  to  recall  his  words,  and  ask  us,  whether  it  were  not  so  ? 

So  much  merit  and  industry  met  with  little  reward,  and 
procured  him  a  subsistence  not  much  better  than  what  his 
trade  might  have  produced;  as  I  remember,  his  subscrip- 
tions amounted  to  no  more  than  20  or  30l.  per  annum.  That 
part  of  learning  which  he  excelled  in,  was  cultivated  and 
encouraged  by  few.  Unfortunately  for  him,  the  Rev.  Mr* 
Gagnier,  a  French  gentleman,  skilled  in  the  oriental  tongues, 
was  in  possession  of  all  the  favours  the  University  could  be- 
stow in  this  way,  for  he  was  recommended  by  the  heads  of 
houses  to  instruct  young  gentlemen,  and  employed  by  the 
professors  of  those  languages  to  read  public  lectures  in 
their  absence. 

Such'  uncommon  attainments  in  a  person,  who  made  so 
mean  an  appearance,  led  some  to  suspect  that  he  was  a 
Jesuit  under  this  disguise.'  These  suspicions  were  heightened 
by  his  modesty  and  diffidence,  his  affecting  sometimes  to 
talk  of  foreign  cities  and  countries,  his  frequenting  the 
University  church  only,  where  by  way  of  exercise  the  ser- 
jjions  treat  more  of  speculative  and  controversial  points, 
than  practical  ones.  But  these  suspicions  were  without  any 
otiier  foundation:  for  after  I  left  the  University,  I  lived  in 
a  family,  where  I  met  with  a  womian  who  was  a  native  and 
inhabitant  of  Norwich^  who  came  there  on  a  visit.  I  took 
this  opportunity  of  soaking  many  inquiries  about  him.  She 
confirmed  many  of  the  particulars  before-mentioned,  and 
assured  me  that  she  knew  him  from  a  child,  that  be  was  bom 
and  bred  up  in  the  city,  and  never  heard  or  knew  he  was  ab- 
jKent  from  it  any  considerable  time,  till  his  removal  to  Oxford. 

The  memory  of  so  extraordinary  a  person,  who  was  so 
striking  an  example  of  diligence  and  industry,  deserves  to 
be  perpetuated.  Such  an  attempt  is  an  act  of  justice  due 
to  such  merit,  and  cannot  but  be  of  service  to  the  world. 
I  heartily  wish  that  these  imperfect  memoirs  may  induce 
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©ne  of-his  fellow  citizens  to  correct,  improve,  and  pomplete 
them,  especially  since  the  late  Hqw  Mr.  Bloomfield,  in  his 
History  of  the  City  of  Norwich,  if  I  reaiember  right,  takes 
no  notice  of  a  man,  who  did  iionour  to  the  place  of  hii»  ua- 
tivitj^,  and  his  country. 


1755,  March, 


Z.  A, 


XL  Account  of  John  Ludwig,  a  Saxon  Peasant. 

Mr.  Urban, 

In  the  course  of  your  entertaining  work  you  have  given  us 
an  account  of  a  peasant,  who,  though  otherwise  extremely 
illiterate,  had  yet  acquired  surprising  skill  in  numbers;  and, 
as  he  could  not  write,  was  able  to  work  any  arithmetical 
question  by  mere  memory.  You  have  also  given  us  an  ac- 
count of  a  poor  tailor,  who  acquired  the  knowledge  of  the 
Greek,  Latin,  and  Hebrew  languages,  while  he  was  ^ittijig 
on  his  board,  or  vvandering  about  the  country  in  search  of 
work.  I  now  send  you  an  accovmt,  in  many  particulars,  more 
extraordinary  than  either  of  these,  which  1  shall  be  glad  to 
see  laid  up  in  your  Repository. 


Yours,  &c. 


T.  S. 


It  15  usual  for  the  commissaries  of  excise  in  Saxony  to 
appoint  a  peasant  in  every  village  in  their  district  to  receive 
thie  excise  of  the  place,  for  which  few  are  allowed  more 
than  one  crown,  and  none  more  than  three. 

Mr.  Christian  Gotthold  Hoffman,  who  is  chief  commissary 
of  Dresden,  and  the  villages  adjacent,  when  he  was  auditing 
tUe  accounts  of  some  of  these  peiisants  in  March,  1 753,  was 
told,  that  there  was  among  then!  one  John  Ludwig,  a  strange 
man,  who,  though  he  was  very  poor  and  had  a  family,  was 
yet  continually  reading  in  books,  and  very  often  stood  the 
greatest  part  of  the  night  at  his  door,  gazing  at  the  stars. 

Thisaccount  raised  Mr.  Hoffman's  curiosity,  and  he  ordered 
the  man  to  be  brought  before  him.  Hofftnan,  who  expected 
something  in  the  man's  appearance  that  corresponded  with  a 
mind  superior  to  his  station,  was  greatly  surprised  to  see  th6 
most  rustic  boor  he  had  ever  beheld.  His  hair  hung  over  his 
forehead  down  to  his  eyes,  his  aspect  was  sordid  and  stupid, 
and  his  manner  was,.ia  eyery  respect,  that  of  a  plodding 
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ignorant  clown.  Mr.  Hoffman,  after  contemplating  this  un-* 
promising  appearance,  concluded,  that  as  the  supposed  su- 
periority of  this  man  was  of  the  intellectual  kind,  it  would 
certainly  appear  when  h/e  spoke;  hut  even  in  this  experi- 
ment he  was  also  disappointed.  He  asked  him,  iF  what  bis 
neighbours  had  said  of  his  reading  and  studying  was  true? 
and  the  man  bluntly  and  coarsely  replied,  "  What  neighbour 
has  told  you  that  I  read  and  study?  If  I  have  studied,  I  have 
studied  for  myself,  and  1  don't  desire  that  you  or  any  body 
else  should  know  any  thing  of  the  matter."  Hoffman,  how- 
ever, continued  the  conversation,  notwithstanding  his.dis- 
appointment,  and  asked  several  questions  concerning  arith- 
metic and  the  first  rudiments  of  astronomy;  to  whi(*.h  he  now 
expected  vague  and  confused  replies.  But  in  this  too  he 
had  formed  an  erroneous  prognostic ;  for  Hoffman  was  struck 
not  only  with  astonishment  but  Confusion,  to  hear  such  de- 
finitions and  explications  as  would  have  done  honour  to  » 
regular  acadtjmic  in  a  public  examination. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  after  this  conversation,  prevailed  on  the 
peasant  to  stay  some  time  at  his  house,  that  he  might  further 
gratify  his  curiosity  at  such  times  as  would  be  most  coirreni- 
ent.  In  their  subsequent  conferences  he  proposed  to  his 
guest  the  most  abstrac ted  and  embarrassing  questions/which 
were  always  answered  with  the  utmost  readiness,  and  preci- 
sion. The  account  which  this  extraordinary  person  gives  of 
himself  and  his  acquisitions,  is  as  follows: 

John  Ludwig  was  bom  the  24th  of  February,  1715,  in  the 
village  of  Cossedaude,  and  was,  among  other  poor  children 
of  the  village,  sent  very  young  to  school.  The  Bible,  which 
was  the  book  by  which  he  was  taught-  to  read,'  gave  him  so 
much  pleasure,  that  he  conceived  the  most  eager  desire  to 
read  others,  which,  however,  he  had  no  opportunity  to  get 
into  his  possessiori.  In  about  a  year  his  master  began  to 
teach  him  to  write,  but  this  exercise  was  rather  irksome  than 
pleasing  at  first;  but  when  the  first  difficulty  was  surmounted^ 
fle  applied  to  it  with  great  alacrity,  especially  as^books  were 
put  into  his  hand  to  copy  as  an  exercise;  and  he  employed 
himself  almost  night  and  day,  not  in  copying  particular  pas- 
sages only,  but  in  forming  collections  of  sentences,  or  events 
that  were  connected  with  each  other.  When  he  was  ten 
years  old,  he  had  been  at  school  tour  years,  and  was  then 
put  to  arithmetic,  but  this  embarrassed  him  with  innumera- 
ble  difficulties,  which  his  master  would  not  take  the  trouble 
to  explain,  expecting  that  he  should  content  himself  with 
the  implicit  practice  of  positive  rules.  Ludwig  therefore 
yi'A%  so  disgusted  with  arithmetic,  that  after  much.scoldinjp 
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nnd  beating  he  went  from  school,  without  having  learned 
any  thing  more  than  reading,  writing,  and  his  Catechism. 

He  was  then  sent  into  the  field  to  keep  cows,  and  in  this 
employment  he  soon  became  clownish,  and  negligent  of 
every  thing  else;  so  that  the  greatest  part  of  what  he  had 
learned  was  forgotten.  He  was  associated  with  the  sordid  v 
and  the  vicious,  and  he  became  insensible  like  tliem.  As 
he  grew  up  he  kept  company  with  women  of  bad  character,' 
and  abandoned  himself  to  such  pleasures  as  were  within  his 
reach.  But  a  desire  of  surpassing  others,  that  principle 
which  is  productive  of  every  kind  of  greatness,  was  still  liv- 
ing in  his  breast;  he  remembered  to  have  been  praised  by 
his  master,  and  preferred  above  his  comrades,  when  he  was 
learning  to  read  and  write,  and  he  was  still  desirous  of  the 
same  pleasure,  though  he  did  not  know  how  to  get  at  it. 

In  the  ;]Lutumn  of  1735,  when  he  was  about  20  years  old, 
he  bought  a  small  Bible,  at  the  end  of  which  wUs  a  Cate- 
chism, with  references  to  a  great  number  of  texts,  upon 
which  the  principles  contained  in  the  ansjwers  were  founded. 
Ludwig  had  never  been  used  to  take  any  thing  upon  trust, 
and  w^as  therefore  continually  turning  over  the  leaves  of  his 
Bible,  to  find  the  passages  referred  to  in  the  Catechism ;  but 
this  he  found  so  irksome  a  task,  that  he  determined  to  have 
the -whole  at  one  view,  and  therefore  set  about  to  transcribe 
the  Catechism,  with  all  the  texts  stt  large  brought  into  their 
proper  places.     With  this  exercise  he  fiUecJ  two  quires  of  , 

Iiaper,  and  though  when  he  began,  the  character  was  scarcely 
egible,  yet,  before  he  had  finished,  it  was  greatly  improved; 
for  an  art  that  has  been  once  learnt  is  easily  recovered. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1736,  he  was  employed  to  receive 
the  excise  of  the  little  district  in  which  he  livedo  and  he 
found  that  in  order  to  discharge  this  office,  it  was  necessary 
for  him  not  only  to  write,  but  to  be  master  of  the  two  first 
rules  of  arithmetic,  addition  and  subtraction.  His  ambition 
had  now  an  object,  and  a  desire  to  keep  the  accounts  ot  the 
tax  he  was  to  gather,  better  than  others  of  his  station,  de- 
termined him  once  more  to  apply  to  arithmetic;,  however 
hateful  the  task,  and  whatever  labour  it  might  require.  He 
now  regretted  that  he  was  without  an  instructor,  and  would 
have  been  glad  at  any  rate  to  have  practised  the  rules  with- 
out first  knowing  the  rationale.  His  mind  was  continually 
upon  the  stretch  to  find  out  some  way  of  supplying  this 
want,  and  at  last  be  recollected  that  one  of  his  school -feU 
lows  had  a  book  from  which  examples  o^'  several  rules  were 
ti^ken  by  the  master  to  exercise  the  scholars.  He  tliercfore 
went  imniediately  in  search  of  this  schoolv fellow,  and  was 
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overjoyed  to  find,  upon  inqliiry,  that  the  book  was  still  in  his 
possession.  Having  borrowed  this  important  volume,  he 
returned  honie  with  it,  and  beginning  his  studies  as  he  went 

,  along,  he  pui*sued  them  with  such  application,  that  in  about 
six  months  he  wa^  master  of  the  rulq  of  three  with  fractions^. 
The  reluctance  with  which  he  began  to  learn  the  powers 
and  properties  of  figure,  was  now  at  an  end ;  he  knew  enough 
to  make  him  earnestly  desirous  of  knowing  moVe ;  he  was 
therefore  impatient  to  proceed  from  this  book  to  one/  that 
was  more  difficult,  and  having  at  length  found  means  to  pro- 
cure one  that  treated  of  niore  intricate  ancl  complicated  caU 
culations,  he  made  himself  master  of  that  also  before  the 
end  of  the  year  17  39.  He  had  the  good  fortune  soon  after 
to  meet  with  a  Treatise  of  Geometry,  written  by  Pachek, 
the  same  author  whose  arithmetic  he  had  been  studying; 
and  finding  that  this  science  was  in  some  measure  founded 
on  that  which  he  had  learned,  he  applied  to  his  new  book 
with  great  assiduity  for  some  time,  but  at  length,  not  being 
able  perfectly  to  comprehend  the  theory  as  he  went  on,  nor 
yet  to  discover  the  utility  of  the  practice,  belaid  it  aside, 
to  which  he  was  also  induced  by  the  necessity  of  his  immedi^ 
ate  attendance  to  his  field  and  his  vines; 

The  severe  winter,  which  happened  in  the  year  1740,  ob- 
liged him  to  keep  long  within  his  cottage,  and  having  there 
no  employment  either  for  his  bqdy  or  his  mind,Jbe  had  once 
more  recourse  to  his  book  of  geometry :  and  having  at  length 
comprdiended  some  of  the  leading  principles,  he  procured 
a  little  box  ruler  and  an  old  pair  of  compasses,  on  one  point 
of  which  he  mounted  the  end  of  a  quill  cut  into  a  pen.  With 
these  instruments  he  employed  himself  incessantly  in  mak- 
ing various  geometrical  figures  endpaper,  to  illustrate  the 
theory  by  a  solution  of  the  problems.  He  was  thus  busied 
in  his  cot  till  March,  and  the  joy  arising  from  the  knowliedge 
he  had  acquired  was  exceeded  only  by  his  desire  of  knowing 
more.  -  ,  ,        ' 

'  He  wQs  now  necessarily  recalled  to  that  labour  by  which 
alone  he  could  procure  himself  food,  and\fas  besides  without 
money  to  .procure  such  books  and  instruments  as  were  ab- 

"solutely  necessary  to  pursue  his  geometrical  studies.  Haw- 
ever,  with  the  assistance  of  a  neighbouring  artificer,  be 
procured  the  figures  which  he  found  represented  by  the  di- 
agran^s  in  his  book, ,  to  be  made  in  wood,  and  with  these  he 
went  to  work  at  every  intenal  of  leisure,  which  now  Iwp- 
pened  only  once  a  week,  after  divine  service  on  a  Sunday. 
He  .was  still  in  want  of  a  new  book,  and  having  laid  by  a  lit- 
tle i>um  for  that  purpose  against  the  time  of  the  fair,  where 
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alone  he  liad  access  to  a  bookseller^s  shop,  he  made  a  pur-» 
chase  of  three  small  volumes,  from  which  he  acquiied  a 
complete  knowledge  of  trigonometry^  After  this  acquisi- 
tion he  could  not  rest  till  he  had  begun  to  study  astronomy; 
his  next  purchase  therefore  was  an  introduction  to  that  sci* 
ence,  which  he  read  with  indefatigable  diligence,  and  in- 
vented innumerable  expedients  to  supply  the  want  of  propet 
instruments,  in  which  he  was  not  less  successful  than 
Robinson  Crusoe,  who  in  an  island,  of  which  he  was  the  only 
rational  inhabitant,  found  means  to  supply  himself  not  only 
with  the  necessaries  but  the  conveniences  of  life. 

During  his  study  of  geometry  and  astronomj^  he  had  fre- 
quently met  with  the  wofd  philosophy^  and  this  became 
more  and  more  the  object  of  his  attention.  He  conceived 
that  it  was_the  name  of  some  science  of  great  importance  and 
extent,  with,  which  he  was  as  yet  wholly  unacquainted;  he 
became  therefore  impatient  in  the  highest  degree  to  get  ac- 
quainted with  philosophy,  and  being  continually  upon  the 
watch  for  such  assistance  as  offered,  he  at  last  picked  up  a 
book,  called  An  introduction  to  the  knowledge  of  God,  of  man, 
and  of  the  universe.  In  reading  this  book  he  was  struck  with 
a  variety  of  objects  that  were  equally  interesting  and  new. 

But  as  this  book  contained  only  general  principles,  hd 
went  to  Dresden,  arid  inquired  among  the  booksellers,  who 
was  the  most  celebrated  author  that  had  written  on  philo- 
sophy. By  the  booksellers  he  was  recommended  to  the 
works  of  Wolfius,  written  in  the  German  language,  and 
Wolfius  having  been  mentioned  in  several  books  he  had 
read,  as  one  of  the  most  able  men  of  his  age,  he  readily 
took  him  for  his  guide  in  the  regions  of  philosophy. 

The  first  purchase  that  he  made  of  Wolfius's  works,  w^as 
his  Logic,  and  at  this  he  laboured  a  full  year,  still  attending 
to  his  other  stiidies,  so'as  not  to  lose  what  he  had  gained 
hefore*  In  this  book  he  found  himself  referred  to  another, 
written  by  the  same  author,  called  Mathematical  Principles, 
as  the  fittest  to  give  just  ideas  of  things  and  facilitate  the 
practice  of  logic,  he  therefore  inquired  after  this  book  with 
a  design  to  buy  it,  but  finding  it  too  dear  for  his  finances,  he 
Was  obHged  to  content*  himself  with  an  abridgment  of  it, 
which  he  purchased  in  the  autuiiin  of  1743.  From  this  book 
he  derivea  much  pleasure  and  much  profit,  and  it  employed 
Wmfrom  October,  1743,  to  February,  1745. 

He  then  proceeded  to  metaphysics,  at  which  he  laboured 
till  the  October  following,  and  he  would  fain  have  entered 
on  the  study  of  physic?,  but  his  indigence  was  an  insupera'' 
ble  impediment^  and  he  was  obliged  to  QQl^le^i  biicuelf  with 
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this  author's  morality,  politics,  and  remarks  on  metaphysics^ 
which  employed  hioa  till  July,  1746,  by  this  time  he  had 
scraped  together  a  sum  sufficient  to  buy  the  physics,  which 
he  had  so  earnestly  desired,  and  this  work  he  read  twice 
within  the  year. 

About  this  time  a  dealer  in  old  books  sold  him  a  volume  of 
Woifius's  Mathematical  Principles  at  large,  and  the  spheri- 
cal trigonometry  which  he  found  in  this  book  was  a  new 
treasure,  which  he  was  very  desirous  to  make  his  own.  This, 
however,  cost  him  incredible  labour,  and  fiHeci  every  mo- 
ment that  he  could  spare  from  his  business  and  his  sleep  for 
something  more  than  a  year. 

He  proceeded  to  the  study  of  Kahrel's  Law  of  Nature  and 
I^ations,  and  at  the  same  time  procured  a  littFe  book  on 
the  terrestrial  and  celestial  globes.  Thesa  books,  with  a 
few  that  he  borrowed,  were  tne  sources  from  which  he  de- 
rived such  a  stock  of  knowledge,  as  is  seldom  found  even 
^  among  those  who  have  associated  with  the  inhabitants  of  an 
university  and  had  perpetual  access  to  public  libraries. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  during  Ludwig's  residence  at  his  house^ 
dressed  him  in  his  own  gown,  with  other  proper  habiliments, 
and  he  observes  that  this  alteration  of  his  dress  had  such  an 
effect,  that  Hoffman  could  not  conceive  the  man's  accent  or 
dialect  to  be  the  same,  and  he  felt  himself  secretly  inclined 
to  treat  him  with  more  deference  than  when  he  was  in  his 
peasant's  dress,  though  the  alteration  was  made  in  his  pre- 
sence and  with  his  owh  apparel. 

It  happened  also  that  before  Ludwig  went  home  there 
was  an  eclipse  of  the  sun^  and  Mr.  Hoffman  proposed  to  bis 
guest  that  ne  should  obsen^e  this  phacnomenon  as  an  astro* 
Aiomer,  and  for  that  purpose  furnished  him  with  proper  in- 
struments. The  impatience  of  Ludwig.till  the  time  of  the 
eclipse  is  not  to  be  expressed;  he  had  hitherto  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  planetary  world  only  by  books  and  a  vievr 
of  the  heavens  with  the  naked  eye,  he  had  never  yet  looked 
through  a  telescope,  and  the  anticipation  of  the  pleasure 
which  the  new  observation  would  yield  him, scarcely  suffered 
him  either  to  eat  or  sleep;  but  it  unfortunately  happeneo, 
that  just  before  the  eclipse  came  on,  the  sky  became  cloudy 
and  continued  so  during  the  whole  time  of  its  continuance. 
Xhis  misfortune  was  more  than  the  philosophy  even  of  Ludwig 
cotrld  bear ;  as  the  cloud  came  ou  he  looked  up  at  it  in  theagony 
of  a  man  that  expected  the  dissolution  of  nature  to  follow; 
when  it  came  over  the  sun,  he  stood  fixed  in  a  consternatiou 
not  to  be  described,  and  when  he  knew  the  eclipse  was  ppst, 
his  disappointment  and  grief  were  httle  short  of  distraction. 


ActbUni  tfjokn  Ludxidigi,  ttii 

Mn  iioffraan  soon  after  went  in  his  turn  to  visit  Mr.  Lud- 
wig,  and  take  a  view  of  his  dwellings  his  library,  his  study, 
and  his  instruments.  He  found  an  old  crazy  cottage^  the 
inside  of  which  had  been  long  blacked  with  smoke;  the  walls 
were  covered  with  propositions  and  diagrams  written  with 
chalk.  In  one  corner  was  a  bed,  iti  another  a  cradle^  and 
under  a  little  window  at  the  side,  three  pieces  of  board  laid 
side  by  side  over  two  trussels,  made  a  writing  table  for  the 
philosopher,  upon  which  were  scattered  some  pieces  of 
writing  paper  containing  extracts  of  books,  various  calcula-* 
tions,  and  geometrical  figures;  the  books  which  have  been 
mentioned  before,  were  placed  on  a  shelf  with  the  compass 
and  ruler  that  have  been  described,  which  with  a  wooden 
square  and  a  pair  of  G-inch  globes,  constituted  tbe  libraiy 
and  musa^um  of  the  truly  celebrated  John  Ludwig. 

In  this  hovel  he  lived  till  the  year  1754,  and  while  he  was 
pursuing  the  study  of  philosophy  at  his  leisure  hours,  ht 
was  indefatigable  m  his  day  labour  as  a  poor  peasant,  some* 
times  carrying  a  basket  at  his  back,  and  sometimes  driving  a 
wheelbarrow,  and  crying  siich  garden-'Stuif  as  he  had  to 
sell  about  the  village.  In  this  state  he  was  subject  to  fre^ 
quent  insults,  ^^  such  as  patient  merit  takes  of  the  unworthy,^' 
and  he  bore  them  without  feply  or  any  other  mark  either  of 
presentment  or  contempt,  when  those  who  could  not  agree 
with  him  about  the  price  of  his  commodities  used  to  turn 
from  him  with  an  air  of  superiority^  and  call  him  in  derision: 
a  silly  clown^  a  stupid  dog» 

Mr.  Hoffman,  when  he  dismissed  him,  presented  him  with 
.100 crowns, which  havef  uliilled  all  his  wishes  and  ma^e  him  the 
happiest  man  in  the  world :  with  this  sum  he  has  built  himself 
a  more  commodious  habitation  in  the  middle  of  bis  vineyard^ 
and  furnished  it  with  many  moveables  and  uten^ls,  of  which 
he  was  in  great  want,  but  above  all  he  has  procured  a  ver/ 
considerable  addition  to  his  library,  an  article  so  essen^llx) 
his  happiness,  ths^t  he  declared  to  Mr.  Hoffman,  he  would 
.iK>t  accept  the  whole  province  in  which  he  lived  upon  con- 
dition that  he  should  renounce  his  studies,  and  that  he  had 
-rather  live  on  bread  and  water,  than  withhold  from  his 
mind  that  food,  which  his  intellectual  hunger  perpetually 
required. 

1757,  Sept. 
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XIL  Secret  of  the  Firc-eatitig  Art. 

Mr.  Urbai^,  Jshbourriy  Derh.Jart,  20. 

Last  spring  Mr*  Powell,  the  famous  fire-eater,  did  ns  the 
hondur  of  a  visit  at  this  town  ;  and,  as  he  set  forth  in  his 
printed  bills,  that  he  had  shewn  away  not  only  before  most 
of  the  crowned  heads  in.  Europe,  but  even  before  the  Royai 
Society  of  London,  and  was  dignified  >R^ith  a  curions  and 
very  ample  silver  medal,  that,  he  said,  was  bestowed  on 
him  by  that  learned  body,  as  a  testimony  of  their  approba- 
tion, for  eating  what  nobody  else  could  eat,  I  was  prevailed 
upon,  atjthe  importunity  of  some  friends,  to  go  and  see  a 
sight  that  so  many. great  kings  and   philosophers  had  not 
thought  below  their  notice-     And,  I  confess,  though  nei- 
ther a  superstitious  nor  an  incurious  ipan,  I  was  not  a  little 
astonished  at  his  wonderful  performances  in  the  fire-'ieating 
way.  - 

After  many  restless  days  and  nights,  aud/the  profoundest 
researches  in  to 'the  nature  of  things,  I  almost  despaired  of 
accounting  for  the  strange  phaenomenon  of  a  human  and 
perishable  creature  eating  red  hot  coals  taken  indiscrimi- 
nately out  of  a  large  fire,  broiling  steaks  aipon  his  tongue, 
swallowing  huge  draughts  of  liquid  fire  as  gi'eedily  as^  4 
country  squire  does  roast,  beef  and  stroug  beer.     Thought  I 
to  myself,  very  wisely  and  logically,  how  can  the  minor  in* 
elude  the  major?  how  cat)  that  element,  which  we  are  told 
is  ultimately  to  devour  all  things,  be  devoured  itself,  && 
familiar  diet,  by  a  mortal  man? — Here  I  stuck,  and  here  I 
might  have  stuck,'  as  a  very  learned  mai^  says  in  another 
matter  of  great  importance,  if  a  thought  had  not  darted  into 
my  mind,  early  one  mornings  as  1  lay  betwixt  sleeping  and 
i  waking,  that  I  had  many  years  ago^  read  something  of  thi6 
kind  in  the  Journal,  des  S^^avans.  Like  Archimedes  I  started 
out  of  bed,  :arid  cried  h^ka^  I  have  found  it  out,  I  have  it, 
rushing  at  the  same  time  almost  naked  into  my  study,  where, 
in  the  8th  volume  of  that  work,  p*  282,  I  met  with  the  fol- 
lowing: anecdote : 

*.'Tne  secret  of  fire-eating  was  made  public  by  a  ser- 
vant to  one  Richardson  an  Englishman,  who  shewed  it  ii) 
France  about  the  year  1667,  and  was  the  first  perfomierof 
the  kind  that  ever  appeared  in  Europe.  It  consists  only  in^ 
,  rubbing  the  hands,  and  thoroughly  washing  the  mouth,  lipS| 
tongue,  teeth,  and  other  parts  that  are  to  touch  the  fiw 
with  pure  spirit  of  sulphift'.    TJiis  barns  and  cauterizes  the 
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epidermis,  or  upper  skin,  till  it  becomes  as  hard  a9  thick 
leather,  and  every  time  the  experiment  is  tried  it  becomes 
still  easier  than  before.  But  if,  after  it  has  been  very  often 
repeated,  the  upper  skin  should  grow  so  callous  and  horny  as 
to  become  troublesome,  washing  the  parts  aftected  with  . 
very  warm  water,  or  hot  wine,  will  bring  away  all  the 
shrivelled  or  parched  epidermis.  The  flesh,  however,  will 
continue  tencler  and  unfit  for  such  business  till  it  has  been 
frequently  rubbed  over  again  with  the  same  spirit. 

'^This  preparjitive  may  be  rendered  much  stronger  and 
more  e£Bcacious,  by  mixing  equal   quantities  of  spirit  of  • 
sulphur,  sal-ammoniac,  essence  of  rosemary,  and  juice  of 
onions.  .  . 

"  TJie  bad  effects  which  frequently  swallowing  red-hot 
,  coals,  melted  sealing  wax,  rosin,  brimstone,  and  other  calcined 
and  inflammable  matter,  might  have  had  upon  his  stomach, 
were  prevented  by  drinking  plentifiiUy  of  warm  water  and 
oil,  as  soon  as  he  left  the  company,  till  he  had  vomited  ail 
up  again." 

My  author  farther  adds,  "  that  any  person  who  is  possessed 
of  this  secret,  may  safely  walk  over  burning  coals,  or  red* 
hot  plough-shares,"  (as  queen  Emma  is  said  to  have  done,) 
and  fortifies  his  assertion  by  the  example  of  blacksmiths 
and  forgiemen,  "many  of  whom,"  he  says,  "acquire  such  a 
degree  of  callosity,  by  often  handling  hot  things,  that  they 
will, carry  a  glowinff  bar  of  irgn  from  the  furnace  to  the  anvil 
in  their  naked  hands,  without  hurt.** 

This   anecdote  was  communicated  to  the  author  of  the 
Journal  des  S^avans,  by  M.  Panthot,  doctor  of  physic,  and 
•  member  of  the  college  at  Lyons.  v 

Taverhier  says  in  his  Voyages  that  he  met  with  a  slave, 
who  would  suffer  himself,  for  a  small  reward,  to  be  hung 
round  with  heavy  chains  of  iron  red-hot>  and  that  he  would 
keep  them  on  till  they  were  quite  cold,  without  the  least 
apparent  sense  of  pain.  This  slave  must  certainly  have 
been  acquainted  with  something  more  powerful  than  the 
preceding  receipt  to  resist  the  strength  of  fire,  as  such  a 
weight  must  considerably  increase  its  activity,  and  conse* 
qumitly  its  penetration. 

Whether  Mr.  Powell  will  •  take  it  kindly  of  me  thus  to 
have  published  his  secret,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  as  he  now  be- 
gins to  drop  into  years,  ^  has  no  children  that  I  know  ofj  and 
niay  die  suddenly,  or  without  making  a  will,  I  think  it  is  a 
gfeat  pity  so  genteel  an  occupation  should  become  one  of 
^^.  artes  perdttiey  as  possibly  it  may,  if  proper  care  is  not 
^keQ^.aud.  therefor^  hope,    after  this  mformation,  some 
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true-hearted  Englishmen  will  take  it  up  a^ain,  far  the  ho« 
pour  of  his  country,  when  he  reads  in  the  newspapers. 
Yesterday  die4y  much  lamented^  the  fajnous  Mr.  JPowelL 
He  7K?as  the  best^  if  not  the  only^  fire-eater  in  the  world j  and 
it  is  greatly  to  be  feared  his  art  is  dead  with  him. 

Before  that  fatal  period,  I  would  not,  upon  any  account, 
be  thought  to  encourage  him  to  set  up  for  hiviseff^  or  take 
the  poor  man's  coals  out  of  his  mouthy  which  are  to  be 
8ure  his  daily  bread;  though  he  may  in  the  mean  time  be 
preparing  for  it,  without  the  least  imputation  of  injustice 
Drill  neighbourhood,  by  going  through  a  regular  course  of 
searings,  and  now  and  then  a  gentle  scorch  or  two,  to  try 
bow  he  can  »tand  fire. 

X  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

1755,  Feh.  PHILOPYRPHAflfUS  ASHBUHNIENSW, 


XIII,  Experiments  fpr  preserving  Water  sweet. 

Extracts  of  some  trials  made  by  Stephen  Hales^  J).  D.  F,  S.  & 
to  k^ep  water  and  fish  swe^t  with  livie^water,  Kc. 

April  9,  1754,  He  put  into  a  seven  gallon  cask  of  water, 
in  the  proportion  of  a  pound  to  a  hogshead,  some  white 
inarble  time. 

April  26,  It  tasted  a  little  of  the  wood,  and  sm^It  some-^ 
what  ill,  and  more  so  on  July  27,  when  it  was  poured 
away. 

Julie  15,  He  put  into  an  18  gallon  cask  18  ounces  of  uji« 
slacked  lime-stoqe  from  Shropshire. 

June  25,  The  water  was  sweet,  but  tasted  disagreeably 
of  (he  cask,  and  was  the  same  August  24 ;  but  October  17,  the 
taste  was  somewhat  worse,  and  November  12,  seemed  to 
smell  aqd  taste  putrid,  but  the  prevailing  taste  wad  from  the 
cask, 

He  put  also  into  ^  9  gallon  cask  two  ounces  of  the  same 
tinslacked  lime-stone  to  a  gallon,  and  foqnd  it  much  the  same 
all  along  as  the  former. 

With  chalk-lime  at  two  pounds  to  a  hogshead,  it  stank 
much,  and  continued  to  do  so  for  four  months;  so  that 
phalk-lime,  so  much  in  use  will  not  preserve  wat^r  from 
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putrefaction,  though  stone-lime  does  in  a  great  measure^ 
and  therefore  may  be  very  serviceable  at  sea; 

April  2,  He  put  into  a  kilderkin,  or  18  gallons  of  pure 
pond  water,  a  pound  of  native  mineral  sulpnur  in  7  lumps. 

April  2e^  Sweet;  May  3,  began  manifestly  to  stink;  May 
7,  stunk  much,  and  was  poured  away, 

May  8,  The  kilderkin  bemg  scalded,  it  was  filled  again 
with  the  same  pond  water,  and  six  pounds  of  native  mineral 
sulphur  put  into  it, 

July  27,  It  was  sweet;  October  17,  it  was  discoloured, 
and  in  a  very  $mall  degree  foetid;  November  12,  the  same. 

Hence  native  mineral  sulphur  may  be  of  service  to  pre- 
serve water  from  great  degrees  of  putrefaction  at  sea. 

Dr.  Alston  having  wrote  him  word,  that  he  found  fish 
^vould  continue  sweet  in  lime-water  7  weeks  and  more  : — " 

April  19,  He  put  four  gudgeons  into  white  marble  lime-- 
water;  May  10,  they  were  sweet,  but  the  flesh  pappy  when 
boiled.  May  22,  they  smelt  sweet,  and  felt  firm,  but  on 
boiling  dissolved  like  an  anchovy.  June  12,  one  of  the 
gudgeons,  though  sweet  and  firm  to  the  touch,'  dissolved  in 
new-made  stone-lime-water,  only  milk-warm. 

June  18,.  Two  small  eels  skinned^  were  put  into  stone- 
lime-water;  June  22,  one  of  them,  which  was  firm  to  handle^ 
when  boiled  was  soft  and  pappy;  June  25,  the  other  eel  was 
the  same  when  boiled. 

In  order  to  try  whether  the  lime,  which  adhered  to;  and 
had  soaked  into  the  flesh  of  the  fish  which  had  lain  in  lime- 
water,  had  the  quality  pf  thus  dissolving  the  texture  of  the 
flesH  inr  boiling;  he  boiled  a  small  eel,  and  a  morsel  of  mut- 
ton for  ten  minutes,  in  stone  liriie-water,  when  they  were 
boiled  enougli,  and  were  of  a  due  degree  of  firmness,  and 
»ot  pappy.  A  like  eel  boiled  iq  well-water,  was  boiled 
enough  in  ftve  minutes. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  the  lime  does  not,  in  boiling  so 
short  ^  time,  dissolve  the  texture  of  the  flesh  into  a  pap, 
^'hic^b  must  therefore  be  the  effect  of  unfetid  putrefaction. 

But  lime-water  made  of  chalk-lime  has  very  little  of  an 
antiseptic  quality;  for  the  year  before,  in  the  month  of 
May,  he  put  some  gudgeons  and  an  eel  into  common  lime-* 
wat^r,'  ana  in  seven  days  boiled  one  of  the  gudgeons,  but 
found  it  too  putrid  to  eat.  After  28  days  he  boiled  another, 
and  it  wa3  boiled  almost  into  iqdiscernible  parts ;  which  shews 
that  it  wals  much  putrefied.  Dr.  Alston  likewise  informed 
hiin,  that  he  put  a  piece  of  veal  in  pounded  or  slacked 
ttone«-lime,  which  in  a  week  became  tough  and  dry.    He  , 
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therefore  put  a  piece  of  veal  from  half  to  three  quarters  of 
an  inch  thick,  into  cbalk-lidie  on  May  10,  and  on  the  3 1st 
of  t;he  same  nionth  it  had  a  putrid  smell,  and  was  in  the 
middle  red  and  raw,  with  a  thin  hard  outside. 

Having  coipniunicated  these  trial?  to  Dr.  Prlngle,  (whose 
trials  having  been  made  witb  chalk-lime-water,  which  is  in 
common  use  in  England,  agreed  with  the  last  of  Dr  Hales's) 
he  observed,  that  the  dift'erence  between  stone-lime-water 
and  chalk-lime-water  might  probably  consist  in  this  :-r-the 
chalk,  beforfe  calcination,  being  a  highly  septic  substance, 
if  some  of  its  particles  were  not  fully  calcined,  these,  by 
mixing  with  the  water,  would  impart  to  it  some  degree  of  a 
putrefying  quality,  contrary  to  that  virtue  which  the  water 
receives  from  such  parts  as  are  sufficiently  burnt.  That  the 
same  would  be  the  case  of  shells,  which  are  also  septics,  and 
therefore  that  the  lime-water  n^de  either  of  chalk  or  shells, 
would  prove  more  or  less  antiseptic,  or  even  continue  septic, 
according  to  the  degree, of  calcination.  He  added,  that  as  all 
his  experiments  relating  to  the  antiseptic  quality  of  lime« 
water  were  made  ia  ^  furnace,  heated  to  the  degree  of  hu- 
man^ blood,  viz.  to  near  100  on  Fahrenheit's  thermometer, 
the  un calcined  parts  of  the  lime  would,  in  that  istate,  be- 
come more  active  in  promoting  putrefaction,  than  when 
the  trials  were  made  in  cold  water. 

And  indeed  it  must  be  owned,  that  when  any  experi-r 
ments  are  made  on  medicinal  subjects,  out  of  the  body,  the 
jiearer  they  can  be  made  to  the  heat  of  the  blood,  and  to 
other  cirdumstances,  those  substances  must  undergo  in  the 
iirst  passages,  the  more  just  the  inferences  will  oe,  that 
p.re  drawn  from  those  experiments, 

In  regard  to  that  quality  of  lime-water,  i;i  preserving  fish 
longer  sweet  thai>  flesh,  Dr.  Fringle  took  notice,  that  he 
doubted  it  was  a  common  mistake,  to  account  fish  a  more 
corruptible  substance  than  the  flesh  of  land  animals;  for 
although  fifsl^  might  become  sooner  too  stal^  for  eating,  than 
most  flesh  meats,  yet  that  fish  did  not  so  soon  rise  to  a  rank 
4egree  of  putrefaction,  as  flesh,  and  therefore  that  the 
former  would  be  kept  longer  toPerably  $weet  than  the  Is^t^ 
ter,  by  any  kind  of  antiseptic. 

J  755,  July, 
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XIV.  Proposal  to  correct  Spirituous  Liquors  with  Vinegar. 

Mr.  Urban,  ,  Juli/  28,  1755. 

The  Bishop  of  Woi'eester,  Dr.  Hales,  and  several  others, 
have  given  sufficient  proofs  of  the  bad  eflfects  of  drinkuig 
spirituous  liquors;  ana  though  on  board  our  men  of  war, 
the  sailors  and  marines  are  seldom  ailowed-them  without 
being  fifst  mixed  with  about  three  times  the  Quantity  pf 
water,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  yet  I  have  good  reason  t<i 
believe,  that  if  a  proper  quantity  of  viqegar  was  to  be 
added  to  them,  it  would  still  be  the  more  efficacious  to 
prevent  the  pernicious  effects  of  the  spirits,  and  would  brace 
up  their  wieak  fibres,  and  strengthen  the  stomach,  and 
would  also  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  in  the  hot  countries, 
be  of  service  in  the  sea  scurvy,  and  prevent  putrid  and 
malignant  fevers, 

I  would  also  remark  that  the  virtues  of  vinegar  were  well 
knov\cn  to  the  ancient  Romans,  who  m^Ae  vinegar  and  water 
the  constant  drink  of  their  soldiers,  which  rendered  them  so 
strong  and  able  to  face  their  enemies;  whereas  our  army  is 
greatly  enfeebled  by  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  alone, 

I  have  given sone  large  spoonful  of  vinegar,  mixed  with 
four  large  spoonfuls  of  brandy,  and  about  three  tin>es  as 
much  water,  and  have  found  it  very  refreshing,  grateful  to 
the  taste,  and  agreeable  to  the  stomachy  and  even  in  cases 
where  the  stomach  has  been  impaired  by  drinl^ing  spiritu^ 
ous  liquors,  and  could  hardly  retain  any  thing. 

I  wish  some  gentleman  of  note  would  make  some  experi* 
-  ments  of  this  method,  and  i^  it  were  found  to  succeed, 
would  oblige  our  sailors,  marines,.and  soldiers  to  use  it;  for 
whatever  method  would  contribute  to  make  our  men  more 
strong  and  hardy,  and  more  able  to  endure  labour  and  fa-* 
tigue,  would  certainly  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  us, 
and  more  especially  m  time  of  war. 

Yours,  &c. 
1755,  Jug.  J.  N, 


XV.  Manner  of  hatching  Chicken  in  Egypt, 

This  secret,   which  the  Bermeans  reveal  to  none  T)ut 
their  children^  consists  not  in  the  structure  of  the  oveq^  but 
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the  manner  of  managing  the  eggs  when  they  are  there. 
Each  oven  consists  of  two  brick  buildings  9  feet  highj  38 
long,  and  12  broad,  with  a  kind  of  passage  between  them  3 
feet  wide,  closed  up  at  each  end  by  the  walls  which  termi- 
nate  the  two  buildings,  and  arched  over,  forming  a  gallery 
of  the  same  height. 

The  two  buildings  are  divided  by  cross  walls,  each  into  8 
chambers,  9  feet  high,  and  each  chamber  is  again  separa* 
ted  horizontally  into  two  by  a  very  flat  arch,  perforated  in  j 
the  middle  with  an  aperture  2  feet  diameter;  so  that  each  j 
building  contains  two  ranges  of  chambers  3  feet  high,  the 
upper  range  communicating  with  the  lower  by  these  aper- 
tures: the  apartments,  though  not  very  commodious  for  the 
Bermeans  that  enter  them,  are  veiy  fit  for  supporting  the 
degree  of  heat  necessary  to  hatch  the  eggs,  which  must  be 
nearly  32  deg.  above  freezing  on  Reaumur's  thermometer. 

The  door  to  every  one  of  these  chambers,  above  and  be-» 
low,  is  a  round  hole  a  foot  and  a  half  in  diameter,  which 
forms  a  double  range  of  ox  eyes  on  either  side  of  the  gal- 
lery ;  and  the  door  of  the  gallery  itself,  is  a  like  hole,  be- 
ing the  only  entrance  into  the  oveii. 

The  eggs  are  disposed  in  the  lower  chambers,  upon  mats, 
or  beds  of  hair  or  henij),  and  the  door  which  communicates 
from  each  lower  chamber  to  the  gallery,  is  carefully  closed 
up  with  a  wadding  of  the  same  matter.  The  fire  is  kindled 
in  the  upper  chambers,  and  the  smoak,  which  passes  into 
the  gallery  through  the  before-mentioned  apertures,  es- 
capes from  thence  by  the  holes  in  the  ai'ch,  which  are  care^ 
fully  closed  up  as  soon  as  the  oven  is  become  hot  enough 
and  the  fire  is  extinguished.  They  burn  neither  wood  nor 
coals,  which  would  make  too  fierce  a  fire,  but  a  mixture  of 
the  dried  dutig  of  animals  and  straw. 

From  the  time  of  putting  out  the  fire  in  the  oven,  part  of 
the  eggs  are  removed  into  the  upper  chambers,  which 
though  they  are  now  useless,  as  to  their  first  oflSce,  become 
yet  a  commodious  receptacle  for  the  chicken  when  hatched, 
and  suit  better  with  the  frequent  visits  which  the  Bermeans 
make,  to  turn  the  eggs,  and  carefully  pick  out,  and  take 
away  the  rotten  ones;  the  stinking  vapour  of  which  would 
otherwise  spoil  the  rest,  or  kill  the  young^  chickens.  ^ 

The  requisite  time  tor  hatching  each  brood  in  the  oven, 
as  well  as  under  the  hen,  is  about  21  days;  but  as.  they 
keep  up  the  heat  of  their  ovens  six  months  together,  eac© 
oven  can  very  well  produce  8  broods  of  abot^t  45,000  ^ggs 
each.  The  Bermean,  who  has  the  management  of  the 
•ven^  is  to  furbish  30,000  chickens  cr^ry  brood ;  the  other 
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15,000  either  perish,  or  turn  to  hi«  own  profit.  Every  oven 
therefore  proauces  annually  to  it«  master  240,000  chickens, 
and  the  number  of  these  ovens  being  3i86,  the  whole  num-. 
ber  of  chicfkens,  exclusive  of  those  which  are  allowed  to 
^e  xoanager,  amounts  to  492,640,000, 

i755,  jiMg* 


XVI*  Ab8ur4ity  of  eiithusiastic  Predictions. 

I 

Mr.  Ubban, 

In  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  prophecies  and  predic* 
tioDs  were  in  great  vogue,  the  study  of  astrology  being  then 
in  much  esteem.  Amongst  other  instances  one  Bolton,  who 
was  prior  of  St.  Bartholomew  in  the  city  of  London,*  a  per- 
son of  some  learning,  pretended  to  have  found  out  by  the 
stars,  that  a  mighty  deluge,  at  such  a  time,  would  drown 
the  city  of  Lond«n,  and  being  fully  persuaded  himself  of 
'  the  truth  of  this,  he  built  a  house  at  Harrow-on-the-hill,  and 
storing  it  with  provisions  for  a  competent  season,  retired  to 
it^  but  the  event  not  answering  the  prediction,  both  he  and 
his  art  became  the  public  ridicule  of  the  town.  The  prior 
went  upon  a  science  founded  on  no  rational  principles  ;  but 
an  anonymous  pamphlet  vouches  the  authority  of  one  of  the 
greatest  of  our  astronomers.  Dr.  Halley,  for  the  return  of  a 
comet  in  1758,  which  moving  in  the  same  line  with  the  earth, 
^nd  in  the  same  part  of  the  line,  must  necessarily  set  it  on 
fire.  This  npw  is  an  event  that  concerns  the  whole  race  of 
mankind,  even  the  catastrophe  of  this  terraqueous  globe, 
and  therefore  I  am  willing  to  treat  it  with  all  imaginable  se- 
riousness, a^  the  author  plainly  designed  it  should. 

Your  correspondents,  Graticola  and  Witchell,  have  shewn 
that  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  has  committed  a  mistake^ 
for  that  the  comet,  which  according  to  the  calculation  of  Dr. 
Halley  will  return  A.D.  1758,  is  not  the  comet  whose  trajec* 
tory  will  coincide  with  the  line  of  the  earth's  orbit.  More-  ' 
over,  that  the  coniet  expected  in  the  year  1758,  will  never, 
approach  nearer  the  body  of  the  earth  than  four  millions  of 
miles.  I  think  it  needful  for  you,  Mr.  Urban,  to  repeat  it 
once  more  in  your  Magazine,  that  the  author  of  the  pamph-^ 
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let  has  run  into  this  er;-or,  that  so  every  one,  into  whose 
hands  this  pamphlet  may  fall,  those  especially  who  may  have 
overlooked  the  notices  of  your  correspondents  above-men- 
tioned,  may  be  assured  of  it.  And  this,  Sir,  is  the  more 
necessary,  because,  a5  it  appears,  many  ignorant  people, 
unskilled  in  the  science  of  astronomj^,  an^  withal  of  timorous 
or  rather  very  fearful  dispositions,  have  been  extremely  un- 
easy upon  this  account.  Whereupon  I  cannot  but  observe, 
that  authors  who  throw  out  such  important  particulars  as 
tbes^,  though  it  be  done  with  the  best  design  in  the  world, 
should  be  very  sure  of  their  hand,  before  they  alarm -us  witfi 
their  notices,  lest  the  subjecting  of  weak  minds  to  groundless 
panics,  should  contribute  to  embitter  their  lives,  which 
has  something  in  it  very  cruel,  and  even  criminal. 

But  since.  Sir,  t  am  embarked  on  this  subject,  I  wilf, 
with  your  leave,,  add  a  few  words  more  upon  it.    It  is  aoreed 
that  this  world  is  not  etefnal ;  that  it   shall  some  time   be 
destroyed  by  fire,    and  possibly,  but  not  certainly,  by  a 
comet.     But  whether  the  comet,  whos^  return  is  expected 
A.D.  2255^  will  effect  it  or  not,  1  think  is  very  uncertain. 
For  not  to  mention,  that  the  end  of  the  world  may  be  sooner* 
for  ought  we  know,  the  period  or  year  of  this  comet  bein^^ 
not  less  than  575  solar  years,^  an  observator  cannot  have  had 
experiences  enow,  repeated  at  due  distances,  to  ascertain 
the  return  of  it  to  a  year,  especially  considering  the  irregu- 
larity which  is  known  to  attend  the  motion  of  these  eccentri- 
cal bodies.     Besides  the  scriptures  of  the  New  Test,  every 
where  represent  the  final  consummation  of  all  things,  as  a 
point  of  knowledge  entirely  bidden  from  man,  and,  I  pre» 
sume,  for  the  same  reason  as  the  dayof  our  death  is  con* 
cealed  from  us ;  but  it  would  *no  longer  remain  a  secret^ 
were  it  to  depend  on  the  known  revolution  of  ^  comet.     No 
pne,  therefore,  ought  to  rely,  in  this  weighty  matter,  on 
thd  calculation  of  the  acutest  astronomers,  but  rather  reflect 
on  the  other  hand,  1st,  That  he^  knows 'not  how  soon  this 
event  may  happen  ;  and  2dly,  that  to  hini  the  day  of  his  death 
is  in  effect  the  day  of  judgment,^    since,  accordino-  to  the 
doctrine  of  this  protestant  church,  as  the  tree  falls  so  it  must 
lie.    A  reflection,  which  if  it  be  considered  withal,  to  how 
many  real  disasters,  without  having  recourse  to  any  imagi^ 
nary  ones,  the  life  of  man  is  daily  exposed,  will  be  abund- 
antly suflScient  for  the  purpose  of  true  religion,  that  is,  to 
Ajake  men  think  on  the  judgment  of  the  great  day;    ^nd 
therefore  there  is  no  occasion  to  unsettle  their  minds  by  any 
unreasonable  and,  at  the  saine  time,  groundless  fears,  which 
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as  they  tend  so  gfeatly  to  distract  them,  instead  of  doing 
them  anj^  service,  are  likely  in  the  end,  to  do  them  a  great 
deal  of  harm. 


Yours,  &c« 


1756,  Fek 
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XVII.  Dr.  Hakyis  method  of  obtaining  fresh  Sea-water*     - 

XHE.effect  of  causing  an  incessant  shower  of  air  to  ascend 
through  the  boiling  liquor  in  a  still,  to  my  surprise,  I  found 
to  be  very  considerable.     The  method  I  used  was  by  means 
of  a  flat  round  tin  box,  six  inches  diameter^  and  an  inch  and 
a  half  deep;  which  is  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  still  on 
four  knobs  half  an  inch  high,  to  make  room  for  the  liquor  to 
spread  over  the  whole  bottom  of  the  still.     The  mouth  of  the 
^dll  being  too  narrow  for  the  tin  box  to  enter,  which  should 
be  a^  wide  as  the  bottom  of  the  still,  it  may  be  divided  into 
two  parts  with  a  hinge  at  one  side,  and  a  clasp  at  the  other, 
to  fixit  together  when  in  the  still.  The  air  pipe  whieh  passes 
through  the    head  of  the  still,  will  help  to  keep  the  air- 
box  from  moving  to  and  fro  b v  tile  motion  of  the  ship,  or 
three  or  four  small  spurs  may  be  fixe,d  to  the  sides  of  the  air- 
box,  and  reach  to  the  sides  of  the  still.    The  cover  and  sides 
of  the  air-box  were  punched  full  of  very  small  holes,  a  quar- 
.  ter  of  an  inch  distant  fronj  each  other.     On  the  middle  of 
the  lid  was  fixed  a  nosle,  above  ha:lf  an  inch  wide,  fitted  to 
receive,  to  put  on,  and  take  off  the  lower  end  of  the  tin 
pipe,  which  was  20  inches  long,  and  passed  through  a  hole  in 
,  ihe  head  of  the  still.     Four  inches  yf  the  upper  end  of  this 
pipe  were  bent  gibbet-fashion,  almost  at  right  angles  to  the 
upright,  in  order  to  the  uniting  it  with  the  enlarged  nose  of 
a  pair  of  bellows,  by  m^ans  of  a  short  calf-skin  pipe.     This 
tin  air-box,  and, many  more,,  were  made  by  Mr.  Tedway,  tinT 
man,  against  the  Mews  Gate,  Charing-Cross. 

The  double  bellows  were  bound  fast  to  a  frcjme  at  the  up- 
per pari  oi  the  iron  nose,  and  at  the  lower  handle,  to  work 
them  more  commodiously.  And  that  the  upper  half  of  the 
double  bellows  may  duly  rise  and  fall,  in  order  to  cause  a, 
constant  stream  of  air,  (besides  the  usual  contracting  spiral 
springs  within  side)  several  flat  weights  of  lead  must  be  laid 
on  the  upper  part  of  the  bellows  near  the  handle,  with  a  hole 
in  their  iiuddle,  to  fix  them  on  an  upright  iron  pin,  fasten- 
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ed  on  the  bellows ;  so  the  weights  may  be  commodiotisly 

put  on  or  taken  off,  according  to  the  different  depths  of  wa- 

ter  in   the  still.    Thus  if  the  depth  of  the  water  in  the  still 

'  be  12  inches  from  the  surface  of  the  depressed  water  in  the! 

air-box,  then  the  pressure  of  the  included  air  against  the 

upper  part  *of  the  bellows,  will  be  equal  to  that  of  a  body  of 

water  a  foot  deep,  and  as  broad  as  the  inner  surface  of  that 

board.  It  will  therefore  be  requisite  to  add  or  take  off  weights 

according  to  the  different  depths  of  the  water  in  the  still,  at 

.  different  periods  of  the  same  distillation.    Where  the  stills 

are  fixed  in  ships,  the  air  may  be  conveyed  to  them  from 

'   the  bellows  through  a  small  leathern  pipe,  distended  wiHi 

[Spiral  coils  of , wire,  or  bamboo  canes,  or  broad  small  wood&n 

pipes,  like  hollow  fishing  rods. 

The  quantity  of  water  distilled  in  a.  given  time  by  this 
way  of  continual  ventilation,  is,  at  a  medium,  more  than 
double  of  the  usual  distillation.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore^ 
that  so  considerable  an  increase  will  be  of  great  benefk  to 
navigation,  and  save  much  fire. 

By  ventilation  with  a  20  gallon  still,  240  gallons,  or  a  ton 
and  24  gallons,  may  be  distilled  in  20  hours,  with  little  more 
than  two  bushels  of  coals,  allowing  for  the  time  of  heating 
the  still  full  of  cold  water.  A  ton  m  24  hours  will  more  than 
suffice  for  a  60  gun  ship  with  400  men,  and  larger  may  have 
proportionably  larger  stills.  Ten  gallon  stills  will  produce 
120  gallons  in  20  hoars,  and  5  gallon  ones,  64  gallons* 

.Dr.  Butler  proposes  pouring  in  more  sea-water  through  a 
funnel  fixed  in  the  head  of  the  still,  when  more  than  half 
has  been  distilled  off,  whereby  it  will  soon  acquire  a  distil- 
ling heat,  adding  chalk  in  such  proportion  as  snail  be  found 
requisite.  The  runnel  hole  must  be  stopped  with  a  cork,  or 
small  copper  plate,  turning  on  and  off  upon  a  pin. 

The  waste  of  fuel  will  be  less  in  proportion  m  large,  than 
in  small  stills,  and  the  wider  the  still  head  is,  so  much  the 
more  liquor  will  be  distilled. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  keep  all  parts  of  the  still  clean 
and  free  from  rust  or  verdigrise  of  the  copper. 

Now  supposing,*  that  in  a  60  gun  ship,  the  110  tons  of  wa- 
ter for  four  months  use,  were  distilled  at  the  expence  of  three 
bushels  of  coals  per  ton,  this  would  take  9  clialdrons,  or 
about  13  J  tons  weight,  or  94  J  tons  less  than  the  1 10  tons  of 
6tore-«water,  and  allowing  24}  tons  for  the  still-water  casks 
and  coals,  th^re  will  be  70  tons  weight  of  stowage  saved 
thereby, 
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XVIII.  Experiments  for  sweetening  ill -tasted  Milk  and  stinking^ 
Water  by  Ventilation,  &c.  by  Dr.  Hales. 

« 

This  method  of  blowing  showers  of  air  up. through  liquors 
will  be  of  considerable  use  in  several  other  respects  as  well 
as  distillation. 

August  23,  four  quarts  of  ill-tasted  oiilk,  from  a  cow 
which  had  fed  4S  hours  upon  cabbage  leaves,  drinking  very- 
little  water  in  that  time,  were  put  into  a  leaden  vessel,  which 
was  heated  in  a  large  boiler,  whereby  the  milk  was  kept 
scalding  hot,  then  in  ten  minutes  ventilation  it  was  perfectly 
cured  of  its  ill  taste. 

Three  gallons  of  stinking  Jessop's  well  water  were  ven- 
tilated. Oh  the  first  blowing,  the  smell  of  the  ascending 
vapours  was  very  offensive,  which  abated  much  in  fi\^ 
miQutes.  In  twenty  minutes  the  water  was  sweet  both  in 
smell  and  taste. 

July  20,  three  gallons  of  stinking  sea- water  were  ven- 
tilated. In  five  minutes  it  was  much  sweetened,  and  no  ill 
smell  in  the  ascending  air,  though  at  first  it  was  very  offen- 
sive. At  the  end  of  ten  minutes  it  had  a  small  degree  of  ill 
taste ;  after  twenty  niinutes,  no  ill  taste  or  smell.  It  frothed 
near  a  foot  high  during  pait  of  the  ventilation,  which  was 
from  the  bitumen,  &c. 

It  is  to  be  suspected  that  the  stinking  water  which  is  drunk 
in  ships  may  promote  that  putrid  distemper,  the  scurvy,  as 
well  as  some  others;  and  that  putrid  waters  in  marshy 
countries  may  be  the  cause  of  agues,  as  well  as  the  putricl 
air  they  breathe.  This  method,  therefore,  of  sweetening 
sitinking  water  by  blowing  showers  of  air  up  through  it,  must: 
be  very  beneficial. 

Live  fish  may  well  be  carried  many  miles  by  blowing  now 
and  then  fresh  air  up  through  the  water,  without  the  trouble 
of  changing  the  water;  for  this  ventilation  will  not  only  keep 
the  water  sweef,  but  also  enrich  it  with  air,  which  is  neces^* 
sary  for  the  life  of  fishes;  but  stinking  water  will . presently 
kill  fish. 

N  Much  of  the  oil  may  be  got  out  of  tar-water  by  blowing 
up  showers  of  air  through  it  when  scalding  hot,  for  15  or  20 
niinutes,  the  longer  the  better^  the  less  volatile  and  more 
salutary  acid  remaining. 

1756,  March, 
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XIX.  Anecdote  of  the  late  Duke  of  Montague* 

Mr.  Urban, 

We  have  often  been  atnused  with  stories  of  the  whims  and 
frolics  that  great  men  have  exercised  upon  little  ones  to  the 
no  small  astonishment  and  perplexity  of  the  said  little  men, 
and  tlie  unspeakable  delight  of  themselves  and  their  com- 
pany. The  late  Duke  of  Montague  was  remarkable  for  these 
atchievements  of  wit  and  humour,  which  he  conducted  with 
a  dexterity  and  address  peculiar  to  himself.  I  send  you  an 
account  of'one  of  them  for  the  entertainment  of  your  readers,  , 
thoiYgh  I  doubt  whether  there  is  one  among  them  all  to  whom 
it  will  give  as  much  pleasure  as  it  gave  his  grace. 

Soon  after  the  conclusion  of  the  late  peace  he  had  ob- 
served, that  a  middle  aged  man,  in  something  like  a  military 
dress,  of  which  the  lace  was  much  tarnished  and  the  cloth 
worn  thread-bare,  appeared  at  a  certain  hour  in  the  park, 
walking  to  and  fro  in  the  Mall  with  a  kind  of  mournful  solem- 
nity, or  ruminating  by  himself  on  one  of  the  benches,  with- 
out taking  any  more  notice  of  the  gay  crowd  that  was  moving 
before  him  than  of  so  nfiany  emmets  on  an  ant-hill,  or  atoms 
dancing  in  the  sun. 

This  man  the  duke  singled  out  as  likely  to  be  a  fit  object 
for  a  frolic.  He  began  therefore  by  making  some  inquiry 
concerning  him,  and  soon  learned  that  he  was  an  utifortunate 
poor  creature,  who  having  laid  out  his  whole  stock  in  the 
purchase  of  a  commission,  had  behaved  with  great  bravery 
m  the  war,  in  hopes  of  preferment,  but  upon  the  conclusion 
of  the  peace  had  been  reduced  to  starve  upon  half-pay.  This 
the  duke  thought. a  favourable  circumstance  for  his  purpose, 
but  he  learned,  upon  farther  inquiry,  th^t  the  captain  having 
fi  wife  and  several  children,  had  been  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  sending  them  down  into  Yorkshire,  whither  he 
constantly  transmitted  them  one  moiety  of  his  half-pay, 
which  would  not  subsist  them  nearer  the  metropolis,  and 
reserved  the  other  moiety  to  keep  himiSelf  upon  the  spot, 
where  alone  he  could  hope  for  afi  opportunity  of  obtaining 
B'more  advantageous  situation.  These  particulars  afforded 
a  new  j^dope  for  the  duke's  genius,  and  he  immediately  be- 
|jan  his  operations.   . 

^  After  some  time,  when  every  thing  had  been  prepared, 
he  watched  an  opportunity  a»  the  captain  w^s  sitting  alone, 
buried  in  his  speculations  on  a  bench,  to  send  his  gentleman 
to  him  with  bis  compliments  and  an  invitation  to  dinner  the 


*  Anecdote  <f  the  Uue  Duke  of  Montague.  fii^ 

tiext  day.  The  duke  having  placed  himself  at  a  convenient 
distance,  saw  his  messenger  approach  without  being  per-* 
ceivedj  and  begin  to  speak  without  being  heard;  he  saw  hi$ 
intended  guest  start  at  length  from  his  reverie,  like  a  man 
frighted  out  of  a  dream^  and  gaze  with  a  foolish  look  of 
wondcJr  arid  perplexity  at  the  person  that  accosted  him,  uith- 
out  seenringto  comprehend  what  he  said^  or  to  beliefve  his 
senses  when  it  ^s  repeated  to  him  tiii  he  did.  In  short,  he 
saw  with  infinite  satisfaction  all  that  could  be  expected  in 
the  looks^  behaviour,  and  attitude  of  a  mart  addressed  in  so 
abrupt  and  unaccountable  a  n^anner;  and  as  the  spoft  de- 
pended upon  the  man*s  sensibility,  he  discoverecj  so  much 
of  that  quality  on  striking  the  firststi*oke,  that  be  promised 
himself  success  beyond  his  fofmer  hopesi  He  was  told, 
however,  that  the  captain  returned  thanks  for  the  honour* 
intended  him^  and  would  wait  upon  his  grade  at  the  time 
appointed. 

When  he  came,  the  duke  received  him  with  particular  marks 
of  civility,  and  taJking  him  aside  with  ?ni  air  of  great  secresy 
and  importance,  told  him  jhat  he  had  desired  the  favour  of 
his  company  to  dine  chiefly  upon  the  account  of  aladyj  who 
had  long  had  a  particular  regsird  for  him,  and  had  expressed  a 
great  desire  to  be  in  his  company^  which  her  situation  made 
It  impossible  for  her  to  accomplish,  without  the  assistance 
of  a  friend;  that  having  learned  these  particulars  by  acci- 
dent, he  had  taken  the  fiberty  to  bring  them  together^  and 
aidded,  that  he  thought  such  an  act  of  civility,  whatever 
might  be  the  opinion  of  the  world,  could  be  no  imputation 
upon  his  honour.  During  this  discourse,  the  duke  enjoyed 
the  profound  astonishment  land  various  changes  of  confusion 
that  appeared  in  the  captain* s  face,  who,  after  he  had  a  little 
irecovered  himself,  began  a  speech  with  great  solemnity,  in 
which  the  duke  perceived  he  was  laoouring  to  insinuate  in 
the  best  maihier  he -could,  that  he  doubted  whether  he  was 
Dot  imposed  upon,  and  whether  he  ought  not  to  resent  it; 
and  therefore  to  put  an  end  to  his  difficulties  at  once,  thd 
duke  laid  his  hand  upon  his.6reAst|  and  very  devoutly  swore, 
that  he^told  him  nothing  that  he  did  not  believe  upon  good  . 
Evidence  to  be  true. 

When  word  was  brought  that  dinnei"  was  served,  th^  cap- 
tain entered  the  dining-room  with  grqatcuric^sity  and  wonder, 
but  his  wonder  was  unspeakably  jucr^sed  when  he  saw  at 
the  table  his  own  wife  and  children.  The  duke  had  beaua  ^ 
his  frolic  by  sending  for  tljem  put  of  Yorkshire,  and  had  at 
i&uch,  if  not  more;  astonished  the  lady  than  he  had  her  bus* 
.    VOL,  III.  tr  v^^ 
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^andy  to  whom  he  took  care  she  should  have  no  opportunity 
to  send  a  letter. 

It  is  much  more  easy  to  conceive  than  to  describe  a  meet* 
ing  so  sudden,  unexpected  j  and  extraordinary;  it  is  suffici- 
'cnt  to  say  that  it  afforded  the  duke  the  highest  entertain- 
ment, who  at  length,  with  much  difficulty,  got  his  guests 
^quietly  seated  at  his  table,  and  persuaded  them  to  fall  too 
Without  thinking  either  of  yesterday  or  to-morrow.  It  hap- 
pened, that  soon  after  dinner  was  over,  word  was  brought 
to  the  duke,  that  his  lawyer  attended  about  some  business 
"by  his  grace's  Ord^r.  The  duke,  willing  to  have  a  short 
truce  with  the  various  inquiries  of  the  captain  about  his 
family,  ordered  the  lawyer  to  be  introduced,  who  pulling  out 
'a  deed  that  the  duke  was  to  sign,  was  directed  to  read  it, 
witli  an  apology' to  the  company  for  the  interruption.  The 
lawyer  accorcfingly  began  to  read,  when,  to  complete  the 
adventure  and  the  confusion  and  astonishment  of  the  poor 
6aptai«  and  his  wife,  the  deed  appeared  to  be  a  settlement 
/which  the  duke  had  made  upon  them  of  a  genteel  sufficiency 
for  life.  Having  gravely  heard  tVe  instruments  read,  without 
>ppearirtor  to  take  any  notice  of  the  emotion  of^  his  guests, 
%e  signed  aild  sealed  it,  &nd  delivered  it  into  'the  captain's 
hand,  desiring  him  to  acfcept  it  without  compliments,  for, 
says  he,  I  assure  you  it  is  the  last  thing  I  would  have  dpne, 
if  I  had  thought  I  could  have  employed  my  money  or  my  time 
more  to  my  satisfaction  any  other  Way. 

.    '  1756,  ApnL 


!■  Ill  <ii 


XX.  Toads  found  in  Stones. 

Mr.  Urban,  ^mma^y  March  10* 

Your  correspondent  in  your  Magazine  fbr  last. Febhiarji 
relates  a  story,  which  he  cialls  a  strange  bhe,' and  that  h« 
will  tiot  take  upon  him  to  determine  hdw  mucl^bf  it  is  true^ 
viz*  that  in  sawing  a  block  of  rnarbie^  br*  a§  he  supposes^ 
of  fi^ee-stone,  a  living  toad  was  found* in  the  oavity. 

However,  to  put  the  possibility  of  the  fkct  beybnd  all 
doubt,  I  will  relate  a  story  of  the  same'  sort,  which  hap- 
pened about  the  ye~ar  1743,  when  I  liv6d'at  Wisbech,  in 

.  the  Isle  of  Ely,  and  which  I  saw  with  my  Own  eyes.    Mr. 

^  Charlton,  a  stone-cutter,  who  lived  at  the  bottom  of  T»y 
yard  next  Iheriv^r,  came  up  to  my  house,  and  deiiredihe 
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to  walk  clown  to  his  shop,'  and*  he  would  shew  me  a  great 
fcuriosity.  The  miarble  was  just  sawn  asunder  &s  I  got  tiiere, 
and  a  living  toad  of  a  more  than  ordinary  site  was  lodged  in 
the  middle  of  the  block;  The  cavity  was  pretty  neai'  m  the 
shape  of  the  toad,  ^but  something  larger  than  the  aiiimal  it- 
selfl  The  cavity,  to  the  best  of  my  remembrance,  was  of 
a.dusky  yellow  colour^  but  the  toad  himself  was  surrounded, 
exclusive  of  the  cavity,  with  several  inches  of  cleai*,  solid 
marble  on  both  sides.  He  seemed  healthful  and  well,  and 
not  at  all  the  worse  for  his  long  confinement.  This  is  the 
naked  fact,  which  I  am  fully  satisfied  of  from  my  owil 
knowlecige,  and  I  appeal  to  Mr.  Charltouj  now  living  at 
Wisbech,  for  the  truth  of  it 

The  fact  itself  is  undeniable,  thdugh  t  am  not  able  to  say 
what  satisfactory  account, a  philosopher  c&h  give  for  so 
fetrange  ah  appearance.  1  have  myself  pften  reflected  upon 
it,  and  endeavoured  tg  solve  the  qilestion,  but  confess  my 
inability.  Sometimes  I  have  imagined  there  niight  be  dif- 
ferent species  of  these  animals,  though  this  that  I  saw  had 
all  the  appearance  and  complexion  of  a  common  toad.  I 
presume,  if  a  toad  was  put  mto  an  exhausted  teceiver,  and 
the  air  drawn  from  him^  he'  would  die  like  other  animalsj 
though  I  never  knew  the  experiment  tried;  I  should  be 
glad  if  any  of  your  learned  correspondents  can  solvethis 
difficulty^  viz.  How  it  was  possible  for  this  toad  to  have 
lived,  as  he  must  have  done  for  several  years>  to  all  appear^ 
toce,  without  either/ood  or  air. 

Yours,  &c* 

t.  WHIST0K4 

Another  Instance  of  the  safhe  KiiidL 

On  the  i4th  day  of  Jutie  last,  at  Great  Yarmouth,  I  took  a 
live  toad  out  of  a  solid  free-stone  that  was  brought  frorti 
Hiitlandshiife,  of  these  dimensions:-— The  storie  was.  in 
length  fotir  feet,  in  breadth  three  feet  six  inches,  and  in 
thickness  one  foot  six  inches.  When  I  had  sawn  this  stone 
in  the  middle,  upon  dividing  the  two  parts  of  the  stone,  I 
observed  a  hole  about  six  inches  from  tne  edge  of  the  stone, 
in  which  lay  this  toad.  I  took  the  toad  out  of  the  hole  with 
my  compass;'  1  did  not  observe  that  I  any  ways  hurt  it  in 
taking  it  out  of  the  hole.  When  it  was  on  the  ground  it 
'hopped  about,  and  died  in  less  than  one  hour.  There  was 
a  yellow  list  on  the  back,  which  changed  its  colour  soon 
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iftet-  the  toad  died;  The  hole  was  about  three  inches  long, 
an:l  almost  as  deep;  I 'strictly  viewed  the  stone,  and  could 
not  perceive  any  fla«r  or  crack  in  it;  the  inside  of  the  hole 
\iras  smooth,  and  looked  as  if  it  had  been  polished.  Witness 
.  mj  hand  this  five  and  twentieth  day  of  July,  1716. 

• 

John  Malpas. 

I  was  present,  and  saw  the  toad  alive.    Witness  my  hand, 
;      1756,  Bfay.  Peter  Hurford,  Mason. 


XXt.  The  Effect  of  Musk  in  curing  the  Gout  in  khc  Stomach,  by 
Mr.  James  Pringle,  late  Surgeon  to  the  third  Regiment  of  Foot 
Guards. 

'    On  the  third  of  November,   1745,  a  gentlewoman,  aged 

"    43,  was  violently  seized  with  the. gout  m  the  stomach,  so 

that  she  could  by  no  means  lie  down,  but  was  forced  to  sit 

night  and  day  in  an  easy  chair  in  an  erect  posture.     She  did 

'    nothing  all  this  while  but  keep  herself. warm,  now  and  then 

•  drinking  a  little  of  some  generoirs  wine,  (as  she  said,  to 
keep  it  out  of  her  stomach)  and  once  or  twice  took  a 
little  df  the  tinct.  sacra.  On  the  2 1st  of  November,  about  9 
o'clock  at  night,  a  lady  of  her  acquaintance,  who  bad  seen 
her  in  this  condition,  desired  me  to  visit  her,  though  she 
doubted  if  I  shoujd  find  her  alive.  Accordingly  I  went,  and 
as  I  had  seen  such  extraordinary  effects  ofahe  Tonquin  me- 
dicine in  the  Singultus,  and  had  heard  from  Mr.  Reid  of  its 
efficacy  in  other  nervous  cases,  1  iniagined^it  might  be  of 
some  service  here]  and  therefore  I  sent  het  the  following 

•  bolus : 

Cinnab,  nativ.  Antimon,  aa.  gr*  ^v.  Mosch,  opt  gr.  xvl.  St/r. 

bals.  q.  s.Jl  bolus. 

But  altliough  this  is  Mr.  Reid's  common  dose,  yet  as  $he 

,    was  very- weak  1  oirdered  her  to  take  the  one  half  of  it  im* 

'.    mediately,  drinking  after  it  a  cup  of  brandy^  and  the  other 

.    half  in  six  hours  after*     Next  morning  I  found  her  much 

letter,  having  from  -  the  first  dose  no  more  convulsions  in 

her  stomach.     I  then  ventured  to  give  her  a  bolus  at  nine 

'  o^ciock  in  th^  morning,  and  repeated  it  every  four  hours 
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till  she  should  sleep  or  sweat.  Notwithstanding  the  coldness 
of  the  weather,  and  her  being  obliged  to  sit  in  a  tbair,  yet 
by  the  time  she  had  taken  four  boluses,  a  pleulifui  sweat 
and  sleep  ensued,  and  then  she  was  able  to  lie  in  a  bori^on^ 
tal  posture  on  her  couch,  without  the  return  of  her  former 
s\  iiiptoms.    This  sweat  continued  from  the  afteritoon  of  the 
22d,   till  the  24th  at  night,  with  very  Httle  ihtermissioi).     I 
gave  over  the  boluses  and  ordered  her  ajulep^  to  8  ounces 
of  which  I  put  12  grains  of  musk,  to  be  taken  iad  hbitum.  In 
this  metliod  she  continued  to  the  27th,  quite  easy  and  freel 
from  all  her  former  symptoms;  but  as  on  this^day  sheianciedT 
the  gout  in  her  stomach  was  returning,  I  gave  her  another, 
bolus.      She  complained  at  this  time  of  the  intolerable  heat 
of  the  brandy,  which  was  the  first  thii>g  she  found  warm  io.' 
lier  stomach  during  this  illness.     On  the  29th  she  was  ap«^ 
prehensive  of  another  attack,  and  took  another  bolus,  after 
which  she  found  Iierself  very  well,  and  walked  about  thr 
room,  the  swelling  of  her  feet  being  quite  goae;  and  on  th« 
4th  of  December,  went  out  in  a  chair  to  thankvthe  lady  wha 
sent  me  to  her,  and  continues  to  be  well  to  this  day, 

175(5^  Mai/,         . 
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XXII.  Boerhaave's  Recipe  for  the  Gou|. 

Mr.  Urban, 

It  has  lately  been  asserted  in  some  of  the  public  papers, 
that  Dr.  Boerhaave,  having  in  1722,.  obtained  some  remisr 
sion  from  the  severity  of  the  gout,  with  which  he  had  been 
tormented  without  intermission  for  more  than  five  months, 
determined  to  try  whether  the  juices  of  fumitory,  endive, 
and  succory,  taken  thrice  a  day  m  large  quantities/ {namely, 
about  half  a  pint  each  dose)  might  not  contribute  to  his  relief; 
and  "  that  by  a  perseverance  in  this  method^  he  was  wonderfully 
TeciyoereiP     '  ' 

This  is  partly  the  truth,  though  not  the  wholetruth ;  for  I 
conversed  with  him  daily  at  that  very  time.  He  took  indeed 
the  juices  above-mentioned  for  a  fortnight,  or  therefibouts,' 
as  near  as  I  can  remember ;  yet  "  it  was  not  by  the  perseve^ 
ranee  in  this  method  alafie  he  was^so  wonderfully  recovered^** 
*>T  when  b^  found  that  his  stomach  would  bear  the  juices  of 
tliese  three  herbs,  and  h6  seemed  to  receive  some  benefit 
from  them,  he  told  me  he  would  add  to  them^and  accordingly^ 
directed  the  juices  of  two  tooi'e  herbs,  namely,  water^resset 
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and  vnAt  speedwell ;  and  that  he  would  likewise  take  every 
day  half  an  ounce  of  four  gums  well  beat  up  together  iu 
equal  quantities,  namely,  gum  sagapenum,  gum  opoponax, 
gum  ammoniacumy  and  gum^albanum. — He  swallowed  a 
drachm  of  thes^  made  into  12  pills  four  times  in  a  day,  drinks 
iiig  after  them  half  a  pint  of  the  expressed  juices  of  the  five 
abdve^mentiqu^d  herbs ;  and  this  he  continued  to  do  for 
three  months  or  more,  after  wliich  I  never  heard  that  he 
kad  any  return  of  the  gout,  though  he  lived  16  year's  longer. 
The  Pootor  was  a  very  large  man,  and  his  case  peculiarly 
bad;  therefore  I  suppose  be  judged  it  necessary  to  take 
tbese  medicines  in  larger  quaittities,  and  to  continue  them 
longer  than  h^  would  have  directed  to  the  generality  of  his 
patients.  ^ 

V  I  thought  it  my  duty  to*  acquaint  the  public  of  this  import 
Hnt  fact,  as  I  happened  to  have  the  copy  of  Boerhaave's 
original  prescription  by  me ;.  and  the  more  so,  as  what  I 
liave  here  mentioned  may  probably  be  of  use  to  some  of  my 
fellow^creatures^  after  1  am  dead  and  gone,  and  when  all 
other  medicines  have  been  found  ineffectual, 

lam, 

Sir,  Yours,  &c, 

1758,  SuppU  Senex. 
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SXin,  History  of  Frauds  and  Cheating,  by  Mr,  Justice  Fielding, 

^  A  PICK-POCKET,  though  a  felon,  seems  to  be  in  the 
lowest  class  of  kamblers ;  but  his  success  rather  arises  from 
the  dexterity  ot  his  bands,  than  the  contrivance  of  his  head  j 
and  Uke  rats  and  other  such  vermin,  appears  rather  to  take 
the'advanta^^,  of  your  negligence  ana  inattention,  than  to 
contend  with  your  understanqing,  The  first  and  lowest  class 
of  gamblers,  then,  who  would  cheat  you  with  your  eyes 
open,  are  those  who  invite  you  %<y  prick  in  the  belt  or  garter, 
for  a  wager;  and  the  ceriamty  of  winning  at  this  sort  of  di-p 
version  appears  sq  clear  to  the  novice,  that  he  never  fails  to 
%ite  if  be  be  a  proper  object  And  here  I  must  premise  that 
these  gamblers  are  such  iexquisite  judges  of  thejr  prey,  that 
they  seldom  fad  of  success,. 

^  The  next  class  are  those  who  find  a  paper  full  of  gold  rin^, 
which  they  take  Care  to  pick  lip  in  the  sfgbt  of  a  proper  od-^ 
ie.ct, .  vifhose  opinion  they  ask.  TThe  gambler  t>f  this  class 
appears  very  mean;  which 'give$  bim  an  opportuhSty  of  saj^« 
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mg  he  had  rather  have  found  a  good  piece  of  bre^d.  and 
cheese,  for  that  he  had  not  broke  bis  fast  for  a  whole  day; 
tlieii  \yishes  the  gentleman  would  give  him  something  for 
them,  tijat  he  might  buy  him  a  pair  of  shoes,  a  coat,  &c. 
The  cull  immediately  bites,  and,  thinking  to  make  a  cheap 

,    purchase  of  an  ignorant  fellow,  gives  him  perhaps  20  shil* 
lings,    for  four  or  five  brass  rings  washed  over. 

The  nejjt  set  attend  at  inns,  and  as  porters  sometimes  en* 
trust  their  servants  to  carry  boxes  or  parcels  that  come  from 
the  country,  the  gambler  takes  notice  of  the  directions,  and 
sends  bis  comrade  immediately  to  the  house,  where  he  waits 
for    the  arrival   of  t,he  porter,   meets   him   within  a  few 
doors    of  the  house,    or  if  the   door  be   shut   he   stands 
on  the  steps,  and  begins  immediately  to  abuse  the  porter  fdr 
his  delay;  damns  him  and  tells  him  ne  was  just  a  coming  for 
it ;  that  be  had  a  great  mind  to  give  hrm  nothing;  the  porter 
asks  pardon,  t\ie  gambler  pays  him  and  takes  possession  of 
tlie  goodfij,  with  which  he  decamps  the  instant  the  porter^s 
back  is  turned.  And  as  tradesmen  generally  employ  country 
fellows  for  porters  in  their  houses,  two  or  tbree  of  these 
gamblers  are  generally  waiting  at  the  corner  of  the  streets 
near  some  of  the  great  inns,  and  if  they  hear  one  of  the 
porters    loaded  lyith   a  box   or    bundle,    ask   his  way  to 
the   inn,  one  of  tbem  step^  up  to  him  very  civilly,  tells 
him    that  he  is  going  that  way,   and  will  shew   him  the 
house.   The  countryman  implicitly  follows  his  guide,  whilst 
the    gambler's  comrade   takes  the   hint,  marches  before, 
and  plants  himself  at  some  convenient  passage,  puts  bis 
hat  in  his  pocket,  and  sticks  a  pen  in  his  wig  to  represent 
a  book*keeper;  the  guide  acquaints  the  countryman  that 
that  is  the  book-keeper  of  the  inn,  who  immediately  lays 
down  his  burden,  and  the  book-keeper  desires  him  *o  go 
over  the  way  to  his  wife  for  the  key  of  the  warehouse,  and 

.  in  the  mean  time  the  two  gamblers  march  off  with  the  «^oods. 
The  next  class  use  the  following  stratagem:  one  of  them 
goes  in  the  dress  of  a  footman,  and  desires  some  tradesmah 
to  carry  goods  to  his  master,  which  are  generally  sent  by  the 
jpurneymaQ,  who  is  carried  into  a  parlour  hired  for  that 
purpose,  by  the  footman,  yvho  tells  l^iiii  he  will  carry  tl\e 
goods  up  to  his  master,  and  will  bring  down  the  account  of 
what  he  chases ;  but  the  moment  be  t)as  got  possession  of 
the  goods  he  shuts  the  parlour  door,  and  marches  out  of  the 

Eassage  ;  or  if  tbe  master  has  a  ipind  to  assist  the  servaiij, 
e  §ends  the  tradesman  back,  for  other  sorts,  but  before  fie 
returns,  make^  off  wkb  what  he  has  got.  Servants  who  have 
liv^d  witjb  t^Uor^,  ipantua-makers,  q[iUUuers,  and  other  tiadu% 


I 


x 


«S  ffistdiy  of  Frauds  and  Cheating, 

<hat  send  frequently  to  the  shops,  have,  when  they  have 
been  discharged,  gone  in  the  name  of  the  masters  and  mis- 
tresses to  the  said  shops,  and  taken  up  great  quantities  of 
f'  oods;  in  which  they  have  succeeded  the  easier,  froai  their 
eing  knoWn  to  the  shopkeeper.  Might  it  n6t  then  be  use- 
ful to  give  notice  to  the  shopkeepers  used  by  the  said  trades- 
people of  their  discharge  of  such  servants  ? 

There  is  another  set  who  defraud  tradesmen,  by  taking  on 
themselves  false  names,  and  by  pretending  to  be  related  to, 
or  connected  with,  some  persons  of  credit  and  fashion,  and 
produce  false  letters  to  prove  this  intimacy.    Some  of  these 
gamblers  attend  mos):  of  the  fairs  in  th^  coqntry,  where  they 
make  it  their  business  t6  inquire  at  inns,  who  serve  them 
with  their  wines  and  brandies  from  London ;  and  fish  out  of 
shopkeepers  the  names  of  the  tradesmen  here  who  supply 
them  with  goods :  furnished  with  this  knowledge  they  come 
to  London,  and  one  day  appearing  in  the  character  of  a  country 
inn-keeper,  they  go  tothe  distiller,  whose  name  they  have 
learned,  telling  him  he  has  taken  an  inn  in  such  a  country; 
that  he  was  recommended  to  him  by  one  of  his  customers 
whose  name  he  tells  him,  and  describes  his  house  and  family 
the  distiller's  suspicion  being  lulled  asleep  by  this  stratagem, 
he  chearftilly  supplies  his  new  customer  with  som^  of  his 
best  goods,  and  sends  them  to  some  appointed  inn  in  town, 
from  whence  they  are  conveyed  by  the  gambler,  and  con- 
verted into  cash  by  selling  them  as  run  goods  for  half  price. 
The  very  same  scheme  is  practised  on  grocers  and  other 
shopkeepers,  only  by  changing  their  character  into  that  of 
a  country  shopkeeper:  it  is  immaterial  to  them  what  goodi 
they  purchase.    A  gambler  the  other  day  bought  of  a  farmer 
10  ton  of  potatoes,  to  be  delivered  one  ton  at  a  time,  and 
when  two  ton  were  delivered  they  were  to  be  paid  for;  but 
when  the  second  ton  came,  the  gambler  disappeared ;  and 
had  not  the  farmer  been  a  man  of  spirit,  he  would  have  lost 
bis  property,'  but  finding  himself  defrauded  he  took  posses- 
sion of  the  gambler^s  warehouse,  and  rescued  bis  goods  out 
of  his  hands. 

There  is  another  set  of  gamblers,  commonly  called  duffers, 
who  attend  at  Charin^-cross,  at  St.  Clement's  Church,  and 
Ludgate-bill,^  and  invue  you  to  go  down  some  alley,  and 
t^uy  some  cneap  India  handkerchiefs  and  waistcoats;  but 
this  cheat  being  grown  stale,  they  use  another  method, 
which  of  late  has  been  very  successful.  They  apply  them* 
selves  to  some  young  publican  to  borrow  20  or  30  pounds  to 
inake  up  a  sum,  ^nd  to  shew  they  do  not  want  money  in  ge* 
neral,    they  produce  a  large  purse  well  crammed  with 
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counters  and  brass  medals,  which  they  give  the  publican  a 
distant  view  of>  that  he  may  take  it  forsnoney;  they  then 
produpe  some  silk  waistcoats  embroidered  with  tinsel,  which, 
if  not  strictly  examined,  may  pass  for  silver;  these  waist- 
coats they  propose,  with  other  India  goods  made  in  Spital- 
fields,  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  publican,  or  his  wife,  as 
a  security  for  the  money  they  want,  who,  ignorant  of  the 
value  of  the  said  goods,  generally  fall  into  their  trap. 

The  highest  rank  of  cheats  who  attack  the  understanding, 
have  made  use' of  the  following  stratagems:  one  of  the  gang 
who  is  happiest  in  his  person,  and  has  the  best  address,'  is 
\        pitched  upon  to  take  a  house,  which,  by  means  of  the  ex* 
{        treme  good  character  given  of  him  by  his  comrades  to  the 
^        landlord,  is  soon  accomplished.     The  next  consideration  is 
i        to  furnish  it,  when  Mr.  Softly,  a  young  ironmonger  just  set 
up,  is  pitched  upon  to  provide  the  squire*s  grates;  who, 
glad  of  so  fine  an  order,  soon  ornaments  the  squire's  chim- 
nies  with  those  of  the  newest  fashion.    This  being  done, 
Mr.  Greengoose,  the  upholder,  is  immediately  applie,d  to 
for  other  furniture,  and  is  brought  to  the  house  in  order  that 
he  may  see  the  grates,  which  he  no  sooner  beholds  than  he 
tells  bis  honour  that  he  could  have  furnished  him  likewise 
with  grates  of  the  best  kind  at  the  most  reasonable  rates;  to 
which  Squire  Gambler  replies,  that  he  intends  taking  sonie 
little  villa  in  the  country,  where  Mr.  Greengoose  shall  fur- 
nish every  thing  he  can.    The  house  being  now  completely 
furnished,  the  sauire  dresses  himself  in  his  mprninggown,  vel- 
vet cap,  and  rea  Morocco  slippers,  puts  one  or  more  of  his 
comrades  into  livery,  then  sends  fgr  a  tailor,  linen-draper,  sil- 
versmith, jeweller,  &c.  takes  upon  him  the  character  of  a 
merchant,  •  and  by  getting  credit  of  one,  by  pawning  the 
goods  the  moment  lie  has  got  them,  he  is  enabled  to  pay  ready 
money  to  others;  by  which  means  he  extends  his  credit  and 
increases  his  orders  till  he  is  detected;  which  sometimes 
dpes  not  happen  till  he  has  defrauded  tradesmen  of  goods  to 
ft  very  considerable  value.    Nay,  I  have  known  them  some-* 
times  carry  their  scheme  so  far,  as  to  fix  one  of  their  com- 
rades at  some  rendezvous  in  Wapping,  in  the  character  of 
the  captain  of  a  vessel  lying  at  such  stairs,  and  bound  to 
some  of  the  American  plantations;  by  which   means  the 
aforesaid  merchant  procures  goods  to  be  sent  aboard;  and 
as  his  credit  advances,   he  makes    use    of  drafts,  which 
are  constantly  accepted  by  his  comrades,  who  have  as  con* 
stantly  changed  their  Iqdgings  when  the  said  drafts  be« 
come  due. 
There  is  a  set¥>f  sharpers  who  have  lately  purchased  se«^ 
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Veral  estates  without  money,  in  the  following  manner:  they 
make  a  bargain  with  the  sieller  or  his  agent  for  the  estate,  in 
consequence  of  which  they  draw  articles  of  agreement,  by 
\rhich  they  oblige  themselves  to  pay  the  purchase  money  at 
such  u  time,  and  give  a  bond  for  the  performance  of  cove- 
nants. They  then  immediately  go  to  the  tenant  to  shew  him 
the  articles  of  agreement,  and  telJ  him  that  he  will  soon 
have  a  new  landlord;  upon  which  the  farmer  begins  to  com- 
plain of  the  old  one,  and  hopes  his  honour  will  repair  this, 
rebuild  that,  and  alter  something  else,  wliich  the  new  land- 
lord promises  to  do.  Credit  being  thus  gaineci  with  the 
tenant,  the  new  landlord  falls  in  love  perhaps  with  the 
farmer*s  daughter,  or  with  a  fine  horse,  o|t  else  borrows 
money  of  him,  and  gives  him  a  draft  upon  his  banker  in 
town,  who  seldom  has  any  cash  in  hand,  and  often  is  not  to 
be  found. 

A  new  species  of  cheat  has  lately  been  practised  by  a 
gambler  and  his  gang,  who,  to  my  knowledge,  have  prac- 
tised every  other  with  impunity,  and  is  what  follows:  the 
head  of  the  party  calls  himself' a  coal -merchant,  in  which 
character  he  applies  to  some  tradesman  to  buy  goods  in  his 
way;  tells  him  he  is  out  of  cash,  but  if  he  cbuses  will  pay 
him  in  coals,  of  which  he  is  rather  overstocked.  The  traaes- 
man  approving  of  this,  the  gambler  goes  down  to  some 
wharf,  and  orders  one  or  more  chaldrons  of  coals  to  be  de^ 
livered  at  that  tradesman's  house  for  his  uste.  Thus  feir  for 
the  gambler  who  attacks  the  understanding. 

I  shall  now  mention  a  set  of  cheats  who  make  a  dupe  of 
the  heart,  and  impose  on  the  benevolence  and  compassion 
of  the  charitable ;  these  are  called  sky  farmers,  and  execute 
their  schemes  in  the  following  manner.  One  of  them  dressea 
himself  extremely  genteel,  takes  upon  himself  the  charac- 
ter of  a  private  gentleman,  or  reputable  tradesman;  be  is 
attended  by  two  men  in  the  character  of  country  fanners 
with  clumsy  boots,  horsemen's  coats,  &c.  The  objects 
pitched  upon  for  imposition  are  good  old  charitable  ladies, 
to  whom  the  solicitor  tells  a  dreadlTil  stofy  of  losses  by  fire, 
inundations,  &c.  to  the  utter  ruin  of  these  two  poor  farmevs 
and  all  their  families;  their  wives  arebi^Vvith  child,  their 
children  down  in  the  small  pox,  &c.  a  book  is  then  produced 
by  the  solicitor,  who  undertakes  this  disagreeable   office 

furely  out  of  good  nature,  knowing,  the  story  to  be  true, 
n  this  book  are  the  names  of  several  of  the  nobifity  ^nd 
gentry  set  down  by  himself,  who  have  contributed  to  this 
charity ;  and  by  setting  out  with  false  names  they  at  length 
get  real  ones^^faich  are  of  great  service  to  them  iiKxirrvang 
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on  their  fraud ;  and  well-disposed  persons  are  daily  imposed 
upon  by  false  appearances  of  distress.  And  there  are  per- 
sons in  this  town  who  get  a  very  good  livelihood  by  writing 
letters  and  petitions  of  this  stamp,  with  which  thos6  noble-e 
men  and  gentlemen  who  are  distinguished  for  their  gene- 
rosity and  benevolence,  a^re  constantly  tormented,  and  these 
wretches  often  obtain  reHef  for  their  false  distresses,  whilst 
the  really  miserable  suffer,  from  their  modesty,  the  acutest 
afflictions.  A  woman  stuffed  up  as  if  she  >vas  ready  to  lie 
in,  with  two  or  three  borrowed  children,  and  a  letter,  giving 
an  account  of  her  husband's  falling  off  a  scaffold,  and 
breaking  hislimbs,'  or  being  drowned  at  sea,  &c.  is  an  irre- 
sistible object. 

To  enumerate  the  infinite  variety  of  devices  that  have? 
been  or  may  be  practised  by  sharpers  of  all  kinds,  is  impos** 
sible ;  ali  those  I  have  mentioned  have  come  to  my  know-^ 
ledge  in  the  course  of  my  practice  as  a  magistrate,  and,  I 
%xx!k  sorry  to  say  it,  that  though  I  have  committed  many 
gamblers  to  prison,  most  of  them  have  escaped  justice. 
The  use  therefore  I  propose  in  this  publication  of  their  arti- 
fices is,  to  stop  the  progress  of  their  imposition  on  trades- 
men, until  the  legislature  shall  provide  some  effectual  re- 
medy to  bring  them  to  justice,  as  often  as  they  shall  offend; 
and  as  I  have  drawn  an  act  of  parlianient  for  this  purpose,  I 
shall  here  set  down  the  causes  of  their  escaping  justice,  with 
what^  I  think^  may  in  some  measure  be  a  reipedy  for  the 
evil. 

In  the  first  place,  though  a  fraud  be  an  offence  against 
the  public,  and  differs  only  from  a  felony  in  the  manner  of 
obtaining  the  goods,  yet  the  person  injured  may  accept  of 
restitution,  and  discharge  the  prisoner;  whereby  the  pyblic 
example  is  lost,  and  a  body  of  villains,  who  have  succeeded 
twenty  times,  to  the  rpin  perhaps  of  as  many  families,  if 
tbey  can  make  the  last  person  injured  satisfaction,  are  im- 
mediately let  loose  to  cheat  other  people;  and,  as  they  act 
in  a  body,  have  a  treasurer,  solicitor,  &c.  they  always  have  it 
in  their  power  to  make  it  up  with  the  party  that  detects 
the^n,  who  has  generally  more  regard  for  himself  than  the 
public.     If  therefore  the  magistrate  had  power  to  bind  over 
•  the  persons  aggrieved  to  prosecute,  the  cheat  would  be  sure 
,.  of  being  brougnt  to  his  trial.     Indeed  it  has  sometimes  hap- 
pened, that  tradesmen  have  had  spirit  enough  to  pursue  a 
'gamester  into  the  first  court  of  justice,  namely,  quarter- 
sessions;  but  when  the  cheat  finds  this,  as  he  is  as  slippery 
as  an  eel,  he  removes  Tiis  cause  by  certiorari  into  some 
^ighef  amrt^  where  the  prosecution  becomes  more  ej^pen- 
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sive,  and  the  tradesman,  who  was  willing  to  sacrifice  a  little 
for  the  good-  of  his  country,  does  not  chuse,  or  perhaps  is 
not  able  to  go  on  further.     Preventing  then  these  sort  of 
causes  from  being  removed  by  certiorari,  would  put  an  entire 
stop  to  this  method  of  escape,  as  it  has,  in  a  great  measure, 
of  persons  for  keeping   disorderly  houses.     Lastly,  as   the 
law  now  stands,  the  highest  punishment  in  the  power  of  any 
court  to  inflict  on  a  cheat  is,  either  fine,  imprisonment,  or 
pillory,  or  all  three.    The  general. place  for  imprisonment 
on  these  occasions  is  Newgate,  an  excellent  academy  for 
the  improvement  of  morals.    As  to  the  pillory,  as  it  exposes 
roen  to  public  infamy,  without  ridding  society  of  them,  it 
too  often  obliges  them  to  change  fraud  for  violence,  and 
converts  tli^  gambler  into  an  highwiiyman.    The  effects  of 
public  shame,  while  the  party  remains'  in  the  kingdom,  is, 
jn  no  instance,  seen  in  so  true  a  light,  as  in  the  general  fate 
of  those  who  have  beenadifaitted  as  evidences  against  their 
accomplices,  by  which  means  they  have  saved  their  owo 
lives,  which  they  always  make  use  of  in  raising  another 
gang,  as  soon  as  they  have  obtained  their  liberty :  and  I 
scarce  know  an^  instance  of  an  evidence's  living  more  than 
one  or  two  sessions  after  bis  comrades;  fot  being  become  in- 
famous, he  is  driven  out  of  Society,  and  as  it  were  necessi- 
tated to  follow  his  old  trade.     If,  therefore,  the  quarter- 
sessions  had  power  given  them  to  transport  gamWers  when 
their  characters  are  notorious,  and  the  injury  great,  as  they 
have  in  cases  of  perjury,  it  would  strike  a  terror  on  this  body 
of  harpies,  and  if  it  did  not  prevent  frauds  entirely,  would 
rid  the  nation  of  some  notorious  villains.    And  as  to  eviden** 
ces  in  robberies  and  in  other  capital  offences,  if  after  the 
conviction  of  their  accomplices,  they  were  to  be  tried  ,oa 
their  own  confessions  and  transported  for  life,  the  public 
would  be  relieved  from  a  dangerous  nuisance,  and  the  mo-» 
tive  for  the  discovery  of  accomplices  remain  su0iciently 
strons:  to  answer  the  end. 


1756,  Dec.  John  Fielding. 


XXIV.  Method  to  prevent  ^atcr-pipes  from  freezing. 

Mr.  Urban, 

Every  one  must  have  observed,  during  the  late  frost,  the 
numberless  heaps  of  horse  dung,  which  had  been  purposely 
kid  in  most  of  the  streets  of  this  metropolis^  pxxii  how  much 
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after  it  is  dark,  these  embarrass,  and  in  some  clegree  en- 
danger, those  who  pass  throtigh  them,  especially  on  foot^ 
«very  one  in  his  turn  must  have  been  sensible. 

As  during  frosty  weather,  the  leaden  pipes,  which  con- 
vey the  water  from  the  streets  into  our  houses,  are  subject 
to  be  frozen,  these  heaps  of  du^g  are  laid  over  such  parts 
of  the  streets  as  the  leaden  pipes  are  conducted  througb, 
in  expectation  of  their  being  thereby  protected  from  the 
effects  of  the  frost. 
The  heat  of  horse  dung,  when  lying  in  large  heaps  in  its 

utrescent  state,  is  acknowledged  to  be  very  considerabk ; 

ut.when  dung,  even  in  this  state,  is  divided  into  small  par- 
cels, and  of  course  exposed  to  the  action  of  cold  air  under 
a  large  surface,  it  quickly  loses  its  heat,  •  arid  becomes  of 
the  same  feem'peraturfe  with  the  ground  upon  uliich  it  lies, 
and  of  the  atmosphere  which  stirrounds  it. 

How  little  therefore  so  gentle  a  heat,  and   of  so  short  a 

continuance,  as  these  heaps  are   endowed   with  in,  frosty 

weather,  can  contribute  to  thaw  the  water  already  supposed 

to  be  frozen  in  the  pipes,  or  prevent  its  freezing  therein  at 

»the  depth  of  three  or  four  feet  from  the  surface  of  the 

S round,  must  be  obvious  td  every  one,  who  is  in  the  least 
egree  conversant  in  thermometrical  experiments  and  ob-- 
servations.  But  admitting,  that  it  really  had  this  power  of 
preventing  the  freezing  of  the  water  in  those  pipes,  over 
which  it  is  applied,  in  this  case  it  does  no  service ;  -as,  un- 
less in  very  long  continued  and  very  severe  frosts,  the: 
ground  in  tins  metropolis  is  rarely  frozen  to  the  depths  at 
which  the  wooden  pipes,  which  convey  our  water,  are  usu* 
ally  laid:  and  indeed  in  these  the  water  has  seldom,  if  ever, 
been  known  to  freeze.  The  leaden  pipes  in  tlie  streets  are 
laid  generajly  at,  or  nearly  at,  the  same  depth  with  the 
wooden  ones;  and  unless  the  ground  is  frozen  to  the  depth 
to  which  they  are  laid,  even  these  are  rarely  frozen  in  such 
parts  of  their  length,  as  are  continued  in  the  ground. 

But  as  it  must  necessarily  happen,  for  our  greater  acco(m«^ 
modation  and  convenience,  tliat  great  lengths  of  leaden 
pipe,  quite  exposed  to  the  open  air,  are  cojiducted  to  various 
parts  of  our  dwellings ;  these  indeed  are  subject  to  be  frozen 
up,  and  rendered  useless  by  even  slight  frosts ;  as  the  wa- 
ter, more  particularly  if  stagnant  in  them,  soon  partakes  of 
the  coldness  of  the  atmosphere  surrounding 'the  pipe  in 
which  it  is  contained.  And  if  the  temperature  of  the  air 
causes  the  mercury  in  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  to  stand  at 
any  degree  unde^  thirty  for  a  few  hours,  the  water,  if  stag- 
nant, will  be  frozen  in  these  pipes.    In  proportion  as  the 
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cold  increases,  from  the  contraction  of  the.  lead,  the  di-* 
araeter  of  the  pipes  lessens,  and  the  water  dilating  by 
freezing  with  an  almost  iiKoerfcible  force^  bursts  the  pip€J 
frequently  in  many  parts  of  its  length.  How  little  thereforfe, 
to  prevent  these  effects,  the  heaps  of  dung  laid  in  the 
.  streets  can  contribute,  no  great  sagacity  is  required  to 
guess;  as  attempting  to  thaw  the  water  at  such  a  depth  as 
has  been  mentioned,  and  where  it  is  really  not  frozen^  can 
by  no  means  produce  the  desired  effect,  where  it  really  is* 

The  detecting  vulgar '  errors  and  exploding  them,  how- 
ever expedient  and  right  in  itself,  should  not  be  the  whole 
of  our  attention :  we  should  go  further  and  endeavour  to 
obviate  the  inconveniences,  which  give  rise  to  them ;  and 
from  a  careful  consideration  of  what  has  already  been  pre- 
mised, this  perhaps  may  not  be  found  very  difficult.  The 
desideratum  then  is  to  prevent  the  freezing  of  the  water  in 
such  parts  only  of  the  leaden  pipes,  as  are  exposed  to  the  open 
air.  This,  in  slight  frosts,  is  in  sottie  degree  prevented,  by 
letting  the  water  run  to  waste ;  but  in  long  continued  frosts 
this  method  avails  little ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  vast  quanti- 
ties  of  icef  in  our  streets,  arising  from  the  waste  water. 

To  preyent  therefore  this  waste  of  water  (which  of  itself 
in  long  continued  dry  frosty  seasons  is  of  no  small  moment) 
and  the  inconveniences,  arising  from  the  ice  in  the  stree't<!| 
accruing  from  it ;  to  prevent  likewise  the  bursting  of  the 
leaden  pipes,  and  to  command  a  constant  supply  of  water 
at  any  time,  when  it  is  not  frozen  in  the  wooden  pipes, 
which  very  rarely  happens,  is  the  more  particular  reason  of 
my  troubling  you  with  this  paper.  This  [  first  put  in  prac- 
tice during  the  hard  winter  of  the  year  1739,  from  which 
time  to  the  present,  the  leaden  pipe,  though  conducted 
many  yards  in  the  open  air,  has  never  been  frozen. 

The  apparatus  to  be  employed  for  this  purpose  is  neither 
expehsive  nor  troublesome :  it  consists  only  of  two  additional 
i  brass  cocks.  One  of  these  is  to  be  inserted  into  the  leaden 
I  >ipe  in  the  ground,  two  feet  at  least  before  it  comes  inta 
t  lie  open  air.  This  is  to  serve  as  a  stop-cock  to  turn  off  the 
i»  ater  at  pleasure ;  for  which  reason  it  must  be  guarded  by 
a  wooden  case,  which  must  come  from  it  and  reach  near  to 
th  e  surface  of  ihe  ground  ;  and  through  this,  by  the  help  of 
an  iron  key,  this  cock  may  be  turned.  To  keep  off  the 
coJd,  the  case  should  be  filled  up  with  horse  litter,  and 
cc^  ered  over  even  with  the  ground  with  a  brick  or  stone. 

\  he  other  cock  is  to  be  fastened  to  the  leaden  pipe  in  the 
ope  n  air,  in  any  part  of  its  length,  provided  that  it  is  some- 
vvha.  t  below  the  level  of   the  stop-cock,  just  mentioned. 


Method  to  ^prevent  Jf^icr-^pipes  from  freezings      StfS 

This  cock  is  here  inserted  for  no  other  purpose  than  simply 
to  empty  the  leaden  pipe  of  all  its  water,  after  it  has  beea 
'turned  off  by  the  stop-cock;  but  it  may  at  other  times  be 
applied  to  any  other  use. 

In  all  weather,  except  frosty,  the  stop-cock- need  not  be 
attended  to ;  but  wfien  this  weather  happens,  and  conse- 
•quentiy  the  freezing  of  the  water  inthe  leaden  pipe  is  to  be 
'^apprehended,  care  must  be  taken  to  fill  your  cisterns  and 
reservoirs  with  water,    and  then    to  turn    the  stop- cock. 
Empty  afterwards  the  lejujeo  pipe  of  its  water  by  means  of 
the  other  cock,  which  being  thus  emptied,  c^n  suffer  no 
injury  from  the  frost;  as  there  can  be  no  ice  therein  either 
to  stop  the  course  of  the  waiter,  or  l>y  its  dilatation  to  burst 
the  pipe.  And  by  these  means  the  water  may  be  let  throughy 
and  turned  off  as  often  as  occasion  may  require;  only  re- 
membering that  when  the  necessary  quantity  of  water  is  ob- 
tained,   the  stop-cock  be  always    turned,    and    the  pipe 
'  emptied  ;  a  matter  of  very  little  trouble. 

In  some  parts  of  this  metropolis  the  water  comes  into  the 
-houses  constantly,  except  while  the  wooden  pipes  are  mend- 
ing: in  otliers  only  at  stated  times,  but  this  makes  little  or 
no  difference  with  regard  to  what  I  have  laid  down. 

After  what  has  bee»  here  mentioned,  it  is,  submitted, 
whether  it  is  not  obvious  from  the  methods  proposed,  that 
the  freezing  of  the  water  in  our  leader^  pipes,  and  the 
^  bursting  of  them  therefrom  (except  in  those  very  severe 
^  seasons,    when  they  should  happen  to  be  frozen  in  the 
ground)  will  be  prevented;  that  a  constant  and  necessary 
.  siipply  of  water,  as  well  in  winter  as  in  summer,  may  be 
-  procured ;  that  the  breaking  up  of  the  pavements  in  the 
streets  for  a  scanty  supply  to  the  inhabitants,  will  be  un- 
necessary ;  and  that  the  making  our  streets  impassable  by 
the  quantity  of  ice,  formed,  in  a  great  measure,  oiil  of 
the  water  running  to  waste,  be  much  less  frequent;  pro- 
vided sufficient  attention  be  given  to  the  easj  methods  here 
laid  down.    Nor  would  any  one,  I  presume,  if  this  should 
be  made  public,  give  himself  the  unnecessary,  as  well  as 
ineffectual  trouble  of  laying  dung  in  the  streets. 

Yours,  &c, 
1757,  Jan.  W.  W^, 
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XXV,  Chinese  manner  of  laying  otit  Gardens.  By  Mr.  Chambersi 
Architect^  Member  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Arte>  at 
Florence- 

ThE  gardens  which  I  saw  m  Chinay  were  small  j  never- 
theless, irovii  them,  and  what  could  be  gathered  from 
Lopqua,  a  celebrated  Chinese  painter,  with  whom  I  had 
several  conversations  on  the  subjects  of  gardening,  I  think 
I  have  acquired  sufficient  knowledge  of  their  notions  on 
'  this  head. 

Nature  is  their  pattern,  and  their  aim  is  to  imitate  her  in 
all  her  beautiful  irregularities.  Their  first  consideration  is 
the  form  of  the  ground,  whether  it  be  flat,  sloping,  hilly, 
or  mountainous,  extensive,  or  of  small  compass,  of  a  dry 
or  marshy  nature^  abounding  with  rivers  and  springs,  or 
liable  to  a, scarcity  of  water;  to  all  which  circumstances 
they  ^ttend  with  s^reat  care,  chusing  such  dispositions  as 
humour  the  ground,  can  be  executed  with  tfie  least  ex- 
pence,  hide  its  defects,  and  set  its  advantages  in  the  most 
conspicuous  light. 

As  the  Chinese  are  not  fond  of  walking,  we  seldom  meet 
with  avenues  or  spacious  walks,  as  in  our  European  planta^ 
tions.  The  whole  ground  is  laid  out  in  a  variety  of  scenes, 
and  you  are  led,  by  winding  passages  cut  in  the  groves,  to 
the  diiferent  points  of  view,  each  of  which  is  marked  by  a 
seat,  a  building,  or  some  other  object. 

The  perfection  of  their  gardens  consists  in  the  number, 
beauty,  and  diversity  of  these  scenes.  The  Chinese  gar- 
deners, like  the  European  painters,  collect  from  nature  the 
n>ost  pleasing  objects,  which  they  endeavour  to  combine  in 
such  a  manner,  as  not  only  to  appear  to  the  best  advantage 
separately,  but  likewise  to  unite  in  forming  an  elegant  and  • 
striking  whole. 

Their  artists  distinguish  three  different  species  of  scenes, 
to  which  they  give  the  appellations  of  pleasing,  horrid, 
and  enchanted.    Their  enchanted    scenes    answer,    in  a 
great  measure,  to  what  we  call  romantic,  and  in  these  they 
make  yse  of  several  artifices  to  excite  surprise.     Some- 
times they  make  a  rapid  stream,  or  torrent,  pass  under 
ground,  tiie  turbulent  noise  of  which  strikes  the  ear  of  the 
new-comer,  wh9  is  at  a  loss  to  know  from  whence  it  pro- 
ceeds.   At  other  times  they  dispose  the  rocks,  buildings^ 
and  other  objects  that  form  the  composition,  in  such  a  man<> 
ner^  that  the  wind  passing  through  the  different  interstices 
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and  cavities,  made  in  them  for  thajt  purpose,  causes  strange 
and  uncommon  sounds.  They  introduce  into  these  scenes, 
ail  kind^  of  extraordinary  trees,  plants^  and  flowers,  form 
artificial  and  complicated  echoes,  and  let  loose  different 
sorts  of  monsti'oifs  birds  and  animals* 

in  their  scenes  of  Horror  they  introduce  impending  roclcs^ 
dark   caverns,  and  impetuous  cataracts  rushing  down  the 
motintaihs  from  all  sides;    the  trees  af'e  ill-formfed,    and[ 
seemingly  torn  ip  pieces  by  the  violence   of  tempests ; 
some  are  thrown  dow^n,  arid  intercept  the  course  df  the  tor-* 
rentsj  appearing  as  if  they  had  been  brought  down  by  th0 
fury  of  the  v^aters;  others  look  as  if  shattered  and  blasted  . 
by  the  force  of  lightning;  the  buildings  are  some  in  ruins^ 
bthers  half-consumed  by  fire;  and  somel  miserable  huts  dis«^ 
persed  in  the  mountains  server  at  ohce,  to  indicate  the  ex* 
istence  and  wretchedness  of  the  inhab'itantit.    These  scenes 
are  generally  Succeeded  by  plesteing  ones.    The  Chinese 
artists,   khowing  how  powerfully  contrast  opei^tes  on  thd 
mind,  constantly  practise  sudden  transitions,  and  ^  striking 
Opposition  of  forms,  colours^  a:nd  shades.     Thus  they  con- 
duct  you  from  limited  prospects  to  extensive  Tiews ;  from 
objects   of  horrof  to  scenes  of  delight ;  from  lakes  and  ri- 
sers to  plains,  bills,  and  woods  ^  to  dark  and  gloomy  co« 
lours  they  oppose  such  as  are  brilliant,  and  to  cotnplicated 
forms  simple  onesj  distributing,'  by  a  judiciotls  arrangement^ 
the  different  masses  of  light  and  shade,  in  su6h  a  manner 
at  to  rerider  the  composition  at  once  distinct  in  its  parts,  and 
striking  in  the  whole. 

WJiere  the  ground  is  extensive,  and  tL  multiplicity  of 
scenes  ar^  to  be  introduced,  they  generally  adapt  each  to 
one  single  point  of  view :  but  where  it  is  limited,  and  affords 
no  foonii  for  variety,  they  endeaTour  to  remedy  this'  defect, 
by  disposing  the  objects  soj  that  being  viewed  from  differ- 
ent points,  they  produce  different  representations;  and 
sometimes,  by  an  artfuL  disposition^  such  as  have  no  re- 
t^emblanee  to  each  other. 

In  their  large  gardens  they  iiontrire  diflPcr6'nt  Scenes  for 
inoming,  noon,  and  evening ;  erecting,  at  proper  points  of 
tiew,  buildings  adapted  to  the  recreations  of  each  particu- 
lar time  of  the  day :  and  in  their  small  ones  (where^  as  has 
be$^  observed,  one  arrangement  produces  many  repre- 
^ntatioris)  they  dispose  in  the  same  manner,  dt  the  several 
)k»^(l  of  view,  buildings^  Which,  from  their  use,  point 
ot»t  the  time  of  day  for  the  enjoying  the  scene  in  its  per- 
fection. 

As  the  climate  of  China  is  exceeding  hot,  they  employ  a 
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great  deal  of  water  in  their  gardens.  In  the  small  ones,  if  ihef 
situation  admits^  they  frequently  lay  almost  the  whole  ground 
under  water;  leaving  only  some  islands  and  rocks :  and  in  tbeir 
.  large  ones  they  introduce  extensive  lakes,  rivers,  and  canals. 
The  banks  of  their  lakes  and  rivers  are  variegated  in  imita- 
tion of  nature;  being  sometimes  bare  and  gravelly,  some- 
times covered^  vvirb   woods  quite  to  the  waiter's  edge.     In 
some  places  flat,  and  adorned  with  flowers  and  shrubs;  in 
others,  steep,  rocky,  and  forming  caverns,  into  which  part 
of  the  waters  discharge  themselves  with  noise  and  violence. 
Sometimes  you  see  meadows  covered  with  cattte,  or  rice- 
grounds'that  run  out  into  the  lakes,  leaving  between  them 
passages  forvessels;  and  sometimes  groves,  into  which  en- 
ter/in   different   parts,    creeks,    and  rivulets,  sufficiently 
deep  to  admit  boats;  their  banks  being  planted  with  trees, 
whose  spreading  branches,  in  some  places,  form  arbours, 
tinder  which  the  boats  pass.     These  generally  conduct  to 
sqme  very  interesting  object;   such  as  a  magnificent  build- 
ing,   places  on  the  top  of  a  mountain  cut  into  terrasses,   a 
casine  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  lake,    a  cascade,    a   grotto 
*  cut  intovariety  of  apartments,   an  artificial  rock,   and  many 
other  such  inventions. 

.  Their  rivers  ^re  seldom  straight,  but  serpentine,  and 
brought  into  taany  irregular  points;  sometimes  they  are 
narrow,  noisy,  and  rapia;  at   other  times,    deep,    broad, 
and  slow.     Both  in  their  rivets  and  lakes  are  seen  reeds, 
with  other  aquatic  plants  and  flowers;  particularly  the  Lyen 
Hoa,  of  which  they^are  very  fond.*  They  frequently  erert 
mills,  and  other  hydraulic  machines,  the  motions  of  which 
enliven  the  scene.    They  have  also  a  great  number  of  ves- 
sels of  diflferent  forms  and  sizes.     In  their  lakes  they  inter- 
sperse islands;  some  of  them  barren,  and  sivnt)unded  with 
fock&and  shoals;  others  enriched  vvith  every  thing  that  aft 
and  nature  can  fiJrnish  most  perfect.     They  likewise  form 
artificial  rocks;  and  in  compositions  of  this  kind  the  Clunesc 
surpass  all  other  nations.     The  making  them  is  a  distinct 
profession ;  and  there  are  at  CantoA,  and  probably  in  most 
other  cities  in  China,  numbers  of  artifieers  constantly  em- 
.ployed  in  this  business.    The  stone  they  are  made  of  comes 
from  the  southerti  coast  of  China :  k  is  of  a  bluish  cast,  afwl 
worn  into  irregular  forms  by  the  action  of  the  waves.    The 
Chinese  are  exceeding  nice  in  the  choice  of  this  stone,  in- 
somuch that  I  have  Seen  several  tael  given  for  a  bit  no 
bigger  tlian   a  man's   fist,  when  it  happened  to  1>e  of  a 
beautiful  form  and  lively  colour/   But  these  select  piec^ 
they  use  iu  landscapes  for  their  apartments  j  in  gardens  tb^y 
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efnploy  a  coarser  sort,  which  they  join  with  a  bluish  cement,, 
and  form  rocks  of  a  considerable  size.  I  havfe  seen  some  of 
these  exquisitely  fine,  and  such  as  discovered  an  uncom- 
mon elegance  of  taste  in  the  contriver.  When  they  are 
large  they  make  in  them  cayes  and  grottos,  with  openings, 
through  which  you  discovef  distant  prospects.  Th^y  cover 
them  in  diflerent  places,  with  trees,  shrubs,  briars,  and 
moss;  placing  on  their  tops  little  temples,  or  other  build- 
ingSj  to  which  you  ascend  by  rugged  and  irregular  steps 
cut  in  the  rock. 

When  thei'e  is  a  sufficient  supply  of  \tater,  and  proper 
ground^  the  Chinese  rjever  fail  to  form  cascades  in  their 
gardens.  They  avoid  all  regularity  in  these  worksj  observ- 
ing nature  according  to  her  operations  in  that  mountainous 
country.  The  waters  burst  out  from  among  the  caverns  and 
windings  of  the  rocks.  In  some  places  a  large  and  impetu- 
ous cataract  appears ;  in  others  are  seen  many  lesser  falls. 
Sometimes  the  view  of  the  cascade  is  intercepted  by  trees^ 
whose  leareis  and  branches  only  leavi^  room  to  discover  the 
^Yatersj  in  some  places,  as  they  fall  down  the  sides  of -the 
mountain^  They  frequently  throw  rough  wooden  bridges 
from  on^  tock  to  another,  over  the  steepest  part  of  the 
cataract;  and  often  intercept  its  passage  by  trees  and  heaps 
of  stones^  that  seem  to  hare  beeii  brought  down  by  the 
violence  of  th/e  torrent. 

l^  their  plantations  they  vary  the  forms  arid  colours  of 
the  trees;  mixing  such  as  have  large  and  spreading  branches 
with  those  of  pyramidical  figures,  and  dark  greens  with 
Wighter,  interspersing  among  them  such  as  produce  flow- 
ersj  of  which  they  have  some  that  flourish  a  great  part 
of  the  year.  The  Weeping-willow  is  one  of  their  fa- 
vourite trees,  and  always  among  those  that  border  their 
lakes  and  rivers*  being  so  planted  as  to  have  its  branches 
hanging  over  the  water.  They  likewise  introduce  trunks  of 
decayed  treesj  sonietimes  erect,  and  at  other  times  lying 
on  the  ground^  being  very  nice  about  their  forms,  and  the 
colour  of  the  batk  and  moss  on  them. 

Various  are  the  artifices  they  employ  to  surprise.  Some- 
times they  lead  ydu  through  dark  Caverns  and  gloomy  pas- 
^agesj  at  the  issue  of  which  you  are^  on  a  sudd^en,  struck, 
^ith  the  view  of  a  delicious  landscape^  enriched  with  every 
thing  that  luxuriant  nature  affords  most  beautiful.  At  other 
times  you  are  conducted  through  avenues  and  vvalks^  that 
gradually  diminish  and  grow  rugged,  till  the  passage  is  at. 
length  entirely  intercepted,  and  rendered  impracticable,  by 
***ishes,'  briars,  and  istones ;  when  unexpectedly  a  rich  and 
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extensile  prospect  opens  to  view,  so  much  the  more  pleaff* 
ing,  as  it  was  less  looked  for. 

Another  of  their  artifices  is  to  hide  some  part  of  a  compor 
sitioii  by  trees,  or  other  intenoediate  objects^  This  natur- 
ally excites  the  curiosity  of  the  spectator  to  take  a  nearer 
view;  wbei>  he  is  surprised  by  some  ^unexpected  scene,  or 
some  representation  totally  opposite  to  the  tbiifg  he  looked  for. 
The  termination  of  their  lakes  they  always  hide,  leaving 
room  for  the  imagination  to  work;  and  the  same  rule  they 
observe  in  other  compositions^  wherever  it  can  be  pal  io 
practice. 

Though  the  Chitiesie  artt  rrot  well  veiflsed  in  optics,  yet 
expevieuce  has  taught  them  that  objects  appear  less  in  size, 
and  grow  dim  in  colour,  in  pfopoi'tion  as  they.are  mote  re- 
moved fiom  th^  eye  of  the  spectator^  These  discoveries 
have  given  rise  to  an  artifice^  which  they  scfinetimes  put  in 
practice.  It  is  the  forming  prospects  in  perspective,  ny^  in- 
trodiieirig  buildings,  vessels,  and  other  objectsy  lessened 
according  aS  tbey  are  more  distant  ifrom  the  point  in  view; 
strid  that  the  deception  may  be  still  more  striking,  they  give 
a  grayish  tinge  to  th^  distant  parts  of  the  composition,  and 
J^larit  in  the  remoter  parts  of  these  sceoes>  trees  of  a  feinter 
colour,  and  smaller  grqwtb,  than  those  that  appear  in  the 
front,  or  fore-ground ;  by  these  means  rendering  what  in 
reality  is  trifling  and  limited^  great  and  cooisiderable  in  ap« 
peai-ance. 

The  Chinese  generally  avbid  ^tniight  lines  j  yet  they  do 
not  absolutely  reject  them.  They  sometimes  itiake  avenues, 
when  they  have  any  intei^estirig  object  toexpose  to  vie  w.  Roads 
they  always  make  Straight,  unless  the  tineveriness  of  the 
ground.  Or  oftlier  impedimeDts,  afford  at  least  a  pretext  fordo- 
ing dtherwi^e.  Where  the  ground  is  entirely  levelj  tbey  look 
ilpon  it  as  an  absurdity  to  make  a  serpentine  roaid;  for  thej^ 
say^  that  it  must  eithef  be  made  by  art,  or  worn  by  the 
constant  passage  of  travellers  5"  in  either  of  which  cases  it 
is  riot  natural  to  suppose  men  woitld  cbuse  a  crooked  line 
when  they  might  go  by  a  straight  one. 

What  vve  call  clumps,  the  Chinese  gardeners  are  not  un- 
acquainted with  ;  but  they  ose  them  somewhat  nrore  spar- 
ingly than  we  da.  They  never  fill  a  whole  piece  of  ground 
with  clumps;  they  consider  st  plantation  as  painters  do  a 
picture^  and  grociipe  their  trees  in  the  same  manner  as  these 
do  tiieir  figures,  having  their  principal  and  subservient 
masses. 

This  is  the  substance  of  what  t  learnt  during  my  sfciy  in 
China,  partly  from  my  own  observation^  but  cluefiy  from  the 
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iessons  of  Lopqua.  And  from  what  has  been  said  it  may  be  infer« 
red,  thattheart  of  layingout grounds afterthe Chinese mannet 
is  exceedingly  difficult,  and  not  tob.e  attained  by  persons  of 
narrow  intellects  :  for  though  the  precepts  are  simple  and 
^bvio^s>  yet  the  putting  them  in  execujtipn,  requires  genius, 
judgment,  and  experience,  a  ^jtrpng  imagination,  and  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  human  ipipd;  this  ipethod  being 
lixed^to  00  certain  rule,  but  liable  to  as  many  variations  as 
there  are  different  arrangements  in  thp  works  of  tjie  prea}:ion, 
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XXVI,  A  genuine  Narrative  of  the  sufferings  of  the  Persons  who 
were  confined  in  the  IVison  called  the  Black  Hole,  in  Fort 
William,  at  Calcutta,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bengal,  after  the  Bur<^ 

^    render  of  that  Place  to  the  Indians,  in  June,  1756,  from  a  letter 

The  ill  conduct  of  Drake,  the  late  governor  of  Calcutta, 
Iji^ho  had,  among  other  things,  unjustjy  imprisoned  a  very 
jconsiderable  mejrchant  of  the  country,  whose  name  was 
Omychund,  ]3in4  If^hp  w^s  a  QcQtpo,  having  di:awn  the  re- 
jsentm^nt  of  the  viceroy  upon  the  foctory,  he  marched 
against  it  in  person,  wi^h  ^  yery  considerable  force,  and 
Jaid  siege  to  jhe  foyt. 

Drake,  who  I^mJ  brought  pn  ,  this  misfortune,  no  sooner 
saw  it  approach,  than  he  deserted  his  ^station,  and  left  the 
gentlewpft  of  the  factory  and  the  garrison  tQ  shift  for  them^ 
selves.  As  soon  ^s  Pi-^ke  was  gone,  Mr.  Holwell,  from 
whose  tetter  this  account  is  taken,  tpok  the  command  upon 
himself,  and  resojved  to  defend  the  place  ap  long  as  h^ 
could,  This  vpluntary  opposition  of  JVlr.  Holwe)!  incensed 
the  viceroy  agajnst  hiin  j  ^nd  supposing,  that  he  would  npjb 
'have  undertaken  a  work  pf  supere^rogation,  attended  with 
such  fatigue  and  danger,  upon  disint:erested  principles,  he 
made  no  doubt  but  that  there  were  very  greaf  treasures  in 
the  fort,  ini  vrfiich  he  wa^  deeply  conce»rnea  as  a  proprietor; 
he  therefore  pushed  on  the  siege  with  gtea^  vigour,  and 
•  ^ined  possession  of  the  fort  abput  five  p'clpck  iu  the  eveur 
ing  of  the  2Cth  of  June,  175$, 

"  The  number  of  men  then  in  the  fbrt  was  i  45.  On^  Leech, 
Vfho  had  served  the  company  as  a  smith,  and  was  the  parish 
fjpii,  made  his  escape  through  ^  priviate  pasjsage,  with 

'       :    ■  •    «  3  •        .  •■  • 
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which  very  few  were  acquainted,  when  the  Moors  first  en-f 
tered  the  fort;  and  144,  being  all  the  rest,  were  made  pri- 
soners of  war.  Mr.  Hoi  well  was  thrice  sent  for  and  examined 
by  the  viceroy,  before  seven  o'clock  ;  the  last  time  the  vice- 
roy sat  in  council,  and  when  he  dismissed  his  prisoiaer,  be 
repeated  the  assurance  that  he  hs^d  before  given  him,  de-f 
daring  on  the  word  of  a*  soldier,  that  no  harm  should  come 
either  to  him  or  his  people.  He  ordered,-  however,  that  they 
ahould  be  secured  for  that  night,  and  they  were  immediately 
committed  to  the  custody  of  some  subordinate  officers  called 
Jemmautdaars.  * 

In  order  perfectly  to  understand  the  sequel  of  this  account, 
U  is  necessary  to  describe  that  part  of  the  fort, where  the 
prisoii  called  the  Black  Hole  is  situated. 

The  east  windows  of  the  governor's  apartqient  look  into  a 
pretty  spacious  court  of  guard,  on  the  east  side  of  which, 
over  against  the  windows,  and  under  the  eastern  curtain  of 
the-fort,  there  is  a  piazza;  at  the  south  end  of  the  piazza 
there  is  a  flight  of  stairs,  that  lead  up  to  one  of  the  bastions 
of  the  fort,  and  at  the  north  end  is  the  parade  :  within  the 
piazza  there  are  barracks  for  the  soldiers,  that  reach,  all 
along  the  side  of  the  square,  with  a  platforni  reaching  the 
wh^ole  length  of  these  barracks  for  the  soldiers  to  sleep  on, 
and  they  are  open  towards  the  piazza,  with  arches  that  cor*- 
respond  to  the  arches  of  the  piazza.     Between  these  arches 
there  is  a  small  parapet  wall,  which  goes  from  arch  to  arch 
the  whole  length  of  the  barracks,  and  divides  them  from  the 
piazza,  but  they  are  uot  divided  into  separate  apartments 
within,     At  the  southernmost  end  of  the  barracks,  and  in  ^ 
line  with  them,  is  a  room  about  18  feet  square,  which  was 
used  as  a  kind  of  round-house,  for  confining  such  of  thesoU 
ciiers  as  had   been  guilty  of  any  irregularity ;  this  place, 
which  i^  a  continuation  of  the  barracks,  is  closely  walled  up 
"  pn  the  nopth,  east,  and  south  sides,  and  is  open  only  on  the 
west  si4^  towards  the  passage;  in  this  side  there  are  two 
windows,  strongly  secured  by  iron  bars,  and  the  dungeon, 
being  close  and  dark,  was  called  the  Black  Hole.    To  the 
north,  without  the  court  of  ^uard,  was  the  armory  and  la- 
boratory, and  to  the  §outh,  tne  carpei^ter's  yard  belonging 
to  the  factory. 

The  ffuaid  that  received  charge  of  the  prisoners  ordered 
them  alt  to  s;it  down  under  the  piazza,  and  soon  after  one  df 
the  soldiers  stripped  Mr.  IJolwell  of  his  waistcoat,  as  he  was 
sitting  without  his  coat,  which  the  heat  of  the  weather 
ivould  not  permit  him  to  wear.  While  they  were  waiting  to 
•^e  Fai-rther  disposed  of  as  their  new  masters  should  think  fi^ 
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tliey  discovered  that  the  factory  was  in  flamed  on  each  side 
oi  thero,  the  armory  and  laboratory  to  the  left,  and  the 
.carpenter's  yard  to  the  right.     They  were  alarmed  at  this 
tinexpected  conflagration;  and  it  was  the  prevailing  opinion, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  viceroy's  promise  to  Mr.  Holwelj, 
there  was  a  design  formed  to  suffocate  them  between  the 
two  fires.     At  about  half  an  hour  after  seven,  this  dreadful 
apprehension  was  contirmed  by  the  appearance  of  several 
people  with  lighted  torches,  who  ran  into  all  the  apartments 
to  the  right  of  them  under  the  eastern  curtain,  as  it  was 
supposed,  to  set  them  al)  on  fire;     But  Mr.  Holwell,  at  the 
request  of  some  gentlemen  who  were  near  him,  going  up 
to  see  what  was  really  doing,  found  that  the  men  with  torches 
being  strangers  to  the  fort,  were  only  seeking  a  proper  place 
to  confine  them  in  till  the  morning.     Soon  after  he  had  sa» 
tisfied  his  friends  th?it  their  fears  of  being  burnt  were  ground- 
less, he  was  surprised  by  the  appearance  of  Leech,  who  es- 
caped through  the  private  passage.     This  man  having  in 
many  instances  been  obliged  by  Mr.  Holwell's  kindness, 
..determined  not  to  escape  himself  without  attenipting  to 
bring  off  his  benefactor  ;  having  returned  into  the  fort  at  the 
risk  of  his  life,  he  told  him  in  a  few  words,  that  he  had  prO'^ 
vided  a  boat,  and  that  if  he  would  follow  him  through  th^ 
private  passage  by  which  he  h^d  entered,  he  would  ensure 
his  deliverance.     Mr.  Holwell  was  most  sensibly  affected  by 
this  instance  of  heroic  generosity;  but  the  viceroy  ha\ii)g 
assured  him  that  the  prisoners  should  suffer  no  personal  in- 
jury, and  the  gentlemen  and  garrison  having  put  themselves 
under  his  protection,  he  thanked  Leech  in  the  best  terms 
he  could,  but  told  him  he  did  not  think  himself  at  liberty  to 
desert  his  friends,  and  therefore  could  not  possibly  accept 
Jiis  offer;  to  which  Leech  gallantly  replied,  that#he  would  then 
live  and  die  Avith  him ;  and  though  Mr.  Holwell  urged  him 
inany  times  to  provide  for  his  own  safety,  he  persisted  in 
his  resolution,  and  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  leave  the 
place. 

Very  soon  afterwards,  part  of  the  guard  that  had  been 
drawn  uj)  on  the  parade,  with  the  officers  who  had  been 
viewing  the  rooms  by  torchrlight,  advanced  tpwards  the  prir 
soners,  and  ordered  them  to  rise  and  go  into  the  barracks. 
This  command  they  obeyed  with  great  cheerfulness  and  ala- 
crity, pjeasing  themselves  with  the  hope^  of  passing  the 
i^ight  cdnifortably  on  the  platform  ;  but  they  were  no  sooner 
within  the  barracks,  than  the  guard  advanced  to  the  inner 
arches  and  parapet  wall,  and,  with  their  mtisquets  present- 
ed, prdered  t}^en)  into  that  part  which  was  walled  in  at  the 
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$outh  end,  called  the  Black  Hole.  The  greater  part  of  the 
prisoner^  were  utterly  unacauainted  with  tbje  place  into 
which  they  were  abouj  to  be  ari;^en,  and  those  before  being 
iirged  on  by  those  behii^d,  upon  whom  the  gna|rd  pjresseq 
with  clubs  aijd  scyinetars,  were  borne  forward  and  entered 
the  cell  befpre  they  knew  the  bprrofs'of  their  situation,  to 
avoid  which,  they  ^fOij^ld  have  turned  upon  the  guard  and 
)>een  cut  ):p  pieces,  as  much  the  lea^t  evil  of  the  two. 

The  number  that  entered  tl^is  dreadful  place  was  146,  of 
^hich  14$,  including  poor  Leech,  were  men  j  the  other  was 
a  lady  of  the  counjtry,  the  vyjfe  of  Mr.  Carey,  an  officer  in 
Jhe  navy,  who  declared,  with  equal  teiidei-ness  and  constancy, 
that  no  circupstanqe^  of  4istress  or  danger  '$houi4  dividp 
her  from  ^er  husband.  . 

Thes^  unhappy  wretches,  of  whom  6^  ^ere  Dutch,  En* 
glish  corporals,  soldiery,  IVfoors^  Whites,  and  Pprtugueze, 
were  all  e^hausped  by  the  fatigue  apd  watching  which  they 
had  suffered  during  the  siiege  ;  many  of  them  were  wound- 
ed, ana  the  wounds  of  several  of  them  were  mortal. 

Among  the  fir?t  that  eptefed  was  Mr.  Jlolwell,  wifh  Mr, 
Coles  andJMr.  Scpt^  who  were  ensigns  in  the  service.   Mf. 
Holwell  took  possession  of  the  wiqao^v  that  ^as  nearest  tq 
the  door,  and  put  Mr.  Coles  and  Mr.  Scot,  who  ^ere  both 
IVpunded^  into  it,     Mr^  Baillie  of  the  cpiincil,  and  several 
pther  gentlemen  of  the  factory,  were  nejir  himj;  the  re§t 
^ushea  by  them  into  the  inner  part  of  the  room,  and  thosp 
thought  themselves  fortunate  who  took  ppssesfsiop  of  the 
pther  windo^.     It  was  how  about  eight  o'clock,  thp  night 
was  etxceedihg  close  and  sultry,  and  there  b^ing  no  openmg 
but  to  the  y^e^t,  this  air  \yithin  cpuld  neither  circulate  npr  bd 
changed.    As  soon  ^s  thesp  particulars  and  the  size  oif  th® 
^oom  vyere  known,  the  consequences  were  easily  foreseen; 
every  piie  was  thrown  into  ^h  agony  of  despair  and  terror, 
and  many  attempts  were  made  to  force  the  door,  but  as  1^ 
opened  iti wards,  and  as  the  prisoners  had  nothing  to  work 
jvith  bpj;  thejr  hands,  th^se  attempts  weri^  as  fruitless  a^  they 
);vere  violent.    Mr.  |iolwell  being  at  the  window  was  less  af- 
fected by  the  plp$f  ness  pf  the  place,  and  as  long  as  he  cou|(l 
poniinue  there,  was  ip  ho  danger  of  sulibcatipn',    His  mind 
\vas  therefore  proportionably  less  agitated;  and  perceiving 
'   that  the  perturbation^  restlessness,  and  struggles  of  the  rest^ 
ivould  exhaust  their  strength,  increase  their  heat,  and  hasten 
iheir  (^esti:uction,  he  qonjured  them,  in  a  short  but  earnest 
pddices^,  tq^eep  both  their  minds  and  bodies  as  qmiet  a$  pos« 
3ib[e,  as  ibe  ohiy  chanqe  they  had  of  surviving  till  the  mora- 
iug  should  give  them  Uberty  and  ain    This  address  produced 
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A  9hort  interval  of  peace  and  silence,  which,  however,  was 
jntetrupted  by  the  groans  and  complaints  of  ^he-  woun4ed, 
^ome  of  whom  were  eye^  then  in  the  agonies  of  deatk 

At  this  time  Mr.  Hoiwell  Jqoking  through  fhe  grate  of  the 
window  into  the  piajszai  savy  one  of  the  Jemmautdaars,  in 
whose  countenance  he  thought  \\e  discpvered  some  traces  of 
compa9sjon.    This  man  he  called  tp  him,  and  representing 
the  misery  of  himself  and  hisfeilpw-prisoners,  and  the  fright- 
ful consequences  that  would  inevitably  follow  their  coutinu? 
ing  in  that  room  dl  night ;  be  then  ear^e^itly  intc^ated,  that 
he  would  endeavour  to  get  them  separat^q  by  putting  half 
of  them  in  soma  other  place ;  and  to  quicken  his  compassion 
by  self-yinterest,  he  tofd  him,  that  if  he  could  procure  the 
favour  that  he  recjuested,  he  should  in  the  morping  receive 
i 000  rupees,  which  are  equal  to  about  200L  sterling.    The 
Jemmautdaar  promised  that  he  would  attempt  it,  and  witbr 
drew,  but  returned  in  a  few  minutes,  and  said  it  was  iippo3« 
sible.     Mr.  Hoi  well  then  thought  that  he  had  not  offered 
enough,  and  therefore  promised  him  2Q00  rupees.     UpofI 
this  he  withdrey^r  again,  but  soon  returned  a  second  time, 
and  with  great  appej^rance  of  compassion  said,  it  could  not 
possibly  be  done  without  an  order  from  the  viceroy,  who 
Was  then  asleep,  and  that  nobody  dared  to  awake  him.     It  is, 
however,  difficult  to  conceive  how  this  could  be  true,  if,  as 
Mr»  liolwell  supposes^  the  viceroy's  orders  were  general,  to 
Jceep  the  prisoners  safjsly  till  tl^e  morning,  and  that  the  find* 
ing  a  pr6per  place  for  tlie  purpose  was  left  to  the  Jemmaut- 
daars,  who,   after  this  order  ^as  received,   searched  the 
apartments  with  torches,  and  at  last  fixed  upon  the  Black 
]fIole.    But  whatever  was  the  impediment,  the  unhappy  pri* 
soners  had  neither  means  to  }^now^  nor  power  to  remove  it. 
Within  ten  minutes  after  they  were  locked  in,  every  one 
fell  into  a  most  protuse  $weat,  which  soon  brought  on  an  in- 
tolerable thifst,  th^t  perpetually  incf eased  in  propprtion  a$ 
the  body  was  drained  of  it$  moisture. 

The  floor  of  the  place  in  v^hich  they  were  confined  being 
18  feet  by  18  feet,  contained  324  square  feet,  which  dividt 
ed  by,  146^  the  number  of  persons^  gives  a  space  of  some- 
thing  more  than  26  inchejs  and  a  half  by  12  for  each  person, 
which,  reducpd  to  a  sauare^  will  be  near  18  inches  by  18 
inches.  This  space,  though  it  was  sufficient  to  hol^  them 
without  pres|;in^  violently  on  each  other,  yet  it  obliged  them 
to  stand  so  near  together  as  greatly  increased  their  heat;  it 
was  therefbrfi  proposed  that  all  of  them  should  pull  off  their 
plothes,  as  an  expedient  to  increase  the  space  between 
|b0^9    This  proposal  was  immediately  approved;^  and  in  ^, 
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few  minutes  every  man  in  the  assembl}',  except  Mr.  Hulwell, 
aiicl  three  others  that  stood  at  the  window  with  him,  were 
naked.  This  expedient  alForded  them  a  temporary  relief,  and 
to  improve  it  every  one  fanned  the  air  with  his  hat,  in  hopes 
to  produce  a  circulation,  and  introduce  the  fresh  air  frori) 
witliout.  Of  this  exercise,  however,  they  were  soon  weary, 
and  their  uneasiness  increasing,  it  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
BaiUie,  that  every  man  should  sit  do\vn  on  his  hams.  Thi$ 
jilso  was  comphed  with,  and  to  prevent  confusion,  it  was 
a^nreed  that  they  should  all  sit  down  and  rise  together  at  a 
^i<''ual  to  be  given  for.  that  purpose.  After  they  had  sate  till 
the  ppsture  became  too  uneasy  to  be  longer  endured,  ^je 
word  was  given  to  rise;  but  as  each  covered  much  more 
ground  in  sitting  than  standing,  they  were  so  closely  wedg- 
ed too  ether,  that  many  eSForts  and  considerable  force  were  rc-» 
?^uared  to  put  thei!n  in  motion  and  raise  tliem  again  on  their  feet* 
t  happened  also,  that  at  this  time  several  of  them  were  so 
xnucb  enfeebled,  that  not  being  able  immediately  to  recover 
their  legs,  they  fail  down,  and  there  not  hieing  room  ta 
"leave  the  space  which  they  covered  vacant,  they  vvere  by 
^  fatal  necessity  instantly  trampled  to  death,  or  suiTocatecl, 
The  expedient  of  sitting  down  was,  notwithstanding,  iDany 
times  repeated,  and  some. 'of  the  number  perishad  qvery 
time  ii)  the  same  manner  as  at  first. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  these  unhappy  people  before 
)tlje  first  hour  of  their  confinement  was  expired.     By  nine 
tf  clock  thirst  had  rendered  the  greater  part  of  the  company 
putrageous ;  new  efforts  were  macle  to  force  the  door,  and  niany 
attempts  were  made  to  provoke  the  guard  to  fire  in  upon  theiy, 
and  put  an  end  to  their  misery,  but  without  success.     In 
a  short  time,  matiy  persons  in  the  back  part  of  the  ro^om 
•were  seized  with  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  and,  what  was  3'et 
more  dreadful,  a  delirium.     The  place  was  filled  with  in-: 
coherent  ravings,  passionate  exclamations,  and  cries  ofdis^ 
ti*ess,  in  the  midst  of  which  the  <?ry  of  Watei\  Watcfy  was 
predominant.    This  cry  being  heard  by  the  Jenmiautdaar 
vho  had  been  applied  to  by  Mr.  IJolwell,  he  ordered  soine 
^kins  of  water  to  be  immediately  brought.    Till  tl^^s  tim^ 
Mr.  Holwell  had  remained  ^quietly  at  the  window*  where 
ieepin^  his  face  between  two  of  the  bars,  l^e  suffered  bat 
little  pain  or  inconvenience;  but  he  foresaw  that  the  bringr 
jne  water  tQ  that  \vindo\v  vvoqld  create 2^ strife  and  commotion 
among  tliose  that  were  behind,  which  wpuld  probably  bastes 
their  destruction;  and  that  then  the  whole  crowd  being 
drawn  to  press  with  one  united  effort  upon  him,  would  either 
crush  him  to  clcj^th^  or  coaipel  hia^  tg  abancj^n  bk  ^itu^txQei 
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he  therefore  made  many  attempts  to  forbid  the  bringing  of 
water,  but  the  clamour  was  so  loud^  that  he  was  not  regard- 
^d.  The  water  appeared,  but  there  was  no  other  way  of 
getting  it  into  the  prison  but  by  pouring  it  into  hats,  and 
then  forcing  them  through  the  bars  of  the  window#  By 
this  method  all  the  peopfe  in  the  place  might  easily  have 
been  supplied,  but  the  impatience  of  the  qrowd^  few  of 
whom  were  now  under  the  government  of  their  reason,  war 
«o  great,  that  though  Mr.  Holwell  and  the  two  wounded  gen- 
tlemen who  were  in  the  window  with  him,  brought  hats  fuM 
of  water  through  the  grate  with  incessant  labour,  as  fast  as 
they  could  be  tilled,  yet  much  the  greater  part  was  spilt  in 
the  contest  that  immediately  ensued,  and  before  it  reached 
the  lips  of  any  of  the  competitors,  there  was  not  a  spoonful 
remaining.  As  those  at  the  window  were  by  this  means  still 
unsatisfied,  those  behind,  to  whom  not  a  drop  of  water  ha4 
yet  reached,  became  frantic  and  furious  beyond  all  concep-^ 
tion.  Several  quitted  the  other  window  and  forcing  them* 
delves  forward  with  others  from  the  inndr  part  of  the  rooni^ 
threw  down  and  trampled  to  death  many  who  were  before 
them.  'They  now  pressed  so  hard  upon  Mr.  Holwell  and  h^ 
N^iends,  who  received  the  water  from  the  guard,  that  the 
two  g-entlemen  who  were  wounded,  and  who,  notwithstarid- 
ing  their  condition,  had  hitherto  worked  with  him,  were 
crushed  to  death,  and  he  himself  with  his  utmost  effort, 
could  scarcely  sustain  the  weight  that  pressed  against  him  oo 
every  side. 

This  aggravation  of  their  distress  would  have  been  soon 

over,  if  the  water  that  had  beea  first  ordered  in  mercy,  had 

not  been  continued  in  sport.     The  wretches  who  had  been 

ordered  to  bring  it  by  the  Jemmautdaar,  perceiving  the 

struggle  and  commotion  that  it  produced,  took  care  to  sup<* 

ply  it  in  great  plenty  as  fast  as  it  was  wasted,  that  they 

■might  be  entertained  by.  seeing  it  fought  for;  and  they  held 

up  lights  to  the  bars,  that  they  might  lose  no  part  of  their  in4 

human  diversion,     As  long  as  it  was  brought  to  the  windov^ 

it  was  necessary  for  Mr.  Holwell  to  hand  it  into  the  prison, 

and  this  labour  he  continued  without  respite,  from  9  o'clocj^ 

till  past  1 1.    The  place  around  him  was  tnen  strewed  with  his 

friends  who  l^ad  been  either  suffocated  or  pressed  to  death 

in  the  conflict,  and  were  trampled  upon  by^  every  corporal 

and  foot  soldier  who  had  strength  enough  to  force  his  way 

pa  the  Tfindow,  and  to  whom  he  was  obliged  to  hand  wat^r 

9s  they  stood  pn  the  dead  bodies  of  his  friends,  who  had  fallon 

fL  sacrifice  to  their  impetuosity  and  delirium. 

ili  this  time  they  iud  preserved  spme  de&repce.for  i^ 
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floIweU,  as  their  chief  and  benefactor;  but  all  distinctioii 
was  how  at  an  end,  and  not  xjontent  with  pressing  round 
hJm,  they  laid  hold  on  the  bars  of  the  window  over  his  head^ 
and  elimbing  np  on  his  shoulders,  he  was  so  pressed  an4 
wed»edup,  that  he  was  utterly  unable  to  move,  and  found  itinir 
practicable  to  keep  his  station  at  the  windQw  aqy  longer. 
He  tberefbre  called  out  to  them,  and  begged,  as  ta^  last  inr 
stance  of  refgard  he  should  ever  request,  that  they  would  rer 
mdre  the  presiijre  that  was  upon  biin,  and  permit  him  to  rer 
tire  out  of  the  window,  that  he  might  die.  in  quiet.  There 
needed  no  ai'gum^nt  ta  induce  theui  to  make  way  for  him  to 
ijuit  a  place  which  eviry  one  wished  to  fill  in  his  stead  ;  the 
people  therefore  that  were  next  him  gave  way  as  far  as  they 
thought  they  ca^Id  do  it,  wthout  affording  any  advantage  to 
those  that  were  behind,  and  with  much  difticwlty  he  forced  his 
^ay  iqta  the  centre  of  the  prison.  The  number  of  dead, 
which  was  now  near  one  third,  and  the  crowding  of  those 
^h9t  survived  to  the  windows,  at  both  which  there  was  still  a 
fapply  of  wo^ter,  left  this  part  of  the  prison  compaiatively 
empty  >  bot  the  air  was  so  putrid,  and  so  jilled  with  a  strong, 
isriooil^,  volatile  e^uvia,  %^  hU  respiration  became  ioipiei 
<liately  difficult  and  painful. 

Under  the  east  wall,  oppo^te^the  windows,  there  was  a 
platform,  being  a  continuation  of  that  in  the  barracks,  from 
which  it  was  divided  only  by  the  north  wall  of  the  dungeon  ; 
it  extendied  ji:he  whole  length  of  the  east  side  ;  it  was  raised 
about  3  feet  and  &n  half  from  the  ground,  and  was  about  sis 
fe^t  wide.    To  the  farther  end  of  this  platform,  over  against 
the  innermost  window,  Mr.  Holwell  walked  over  tl*e  dead^ 
with  which  the  ftoor|Wa$  now  almost  intirely  covered;  here 
be  laid  himself  down,  or  rather  leaned  back  against  some 
dead  bodies  that  were  behind  him,  an(|  deterrpiued  in  this 
posture  to  wait  for  his  dissolution :  but  in  about  ten  minutes 
he  was  seized  with  so  violent  a  pain  in  the  breast,  and  pair 
^itation  of  the  heart,  tha);  he  could  no  longer  suffer  them 
without  attempting  a  relief,  which  he  knew  fresh  air  atone 
could  give  him.    There  was  now  five  ranks  between  him  and 
fitbe  opposite  window^  but  his  strength  being  doubled  by  his 
despair,  be  forced  his  way  through  three  pf  them,  and  then 
seizing  a  bat  of  the  window  with  one  hand,  he  forced  him? 
eeif  also  through  the  fourth,  so  that  there  w$is  then  but  one 
tank  between  nim  and  the  window.    In  a  few  mo<»eots  his 
pain  and  palpitation  ceased,  but  being  now  scorched  with 
the  «ame  thirst  which  those  had  suffered  who  first  called  fqr 
water,  be  forgot  that  he  would  then  have  prevented  tkp 
biingiDg  of  it^  and  called  out  himself  for  |e^a/^  with  the  §fUii@ 
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clamorous  impatience  tbat  the  rest  bdd  done.    The  people 
who  were  next  bim»  and  nearly  iln  the  same  situation  as  he 
was  first  in  at  the  other  window,  had  preser\  ed  their  pre- 
sence of  mind,  and  in  some  degree  their  regard  for  him  ;  as 
soon  therefore  as  they  heard  him  cry  out  IVattr^for  God's 
sakCf  they  joined  in  toe  cry,  mod  called  out  Give  him  tmier^ 
Give  him  water  I  and  when  it  was  brought  they  would  not 
touch  it  till  he  had  drank.    But  though  by  this  act  of  gene- 
rous kindness  he  had  water  an  plenty,  yet  he  found  that  his 
thirst  wa:5  rather  increased  than  allayed,  and  therefore  h^ 
would  drink  no  more :  however,  tp  moisten  his  month,  he 
Sucked  his  shirt  sleeves,  which  were  kept  continually  we^ 
by  excessive  perspiration,  and  found  the  expedient  succeed 
beyond  his  hopes.     He  seems  to  think  that  the  moisture 
which  he  thus  drained  out  of  the  linen  allayed  that  tbirst 
which  a  constant  supply  of  water  rather  increased  ;  but  it  is 
much  more  probable,  that  the  action  of  sucking  contributed 
much  more  than  the  moisture  that  was  sucked,  to  remove 
the  sensation  pf  burning  thirst,  by  continually  and  gently  pr^s- 
sins^thesalivalglands,  and  thusfumishing  the  mouth  and  throat 
with  a  considerable  degree  of  their  natural  moisture*^  for  it 
can  scarcely  be  d6ubted,  but  that  if  the  moisture  contained  in 
the  shirt  had   been  pressed  out,  and  then  swallowed,  it 
would  have  been  found  as  ineffectual  as  the  more  pure  and 
plentiful  supply  from  the  spring.     However,  as  he  was  ob- 
served to  suck  his  shirt  sleeve  with  great  satisfaction  by  a 
vouiig  gentleman  who  stood  next  him  without  a  shirt,  he 
began  to  suck  the  sleeve  that  was  next  him,  without  con- 
sideft-ing  it  as  invasion  of  property.     But  Mr.  Hoi  well,    who 
in  these  circumstances  thought  the  man  that  robbed  his  shirt 
of  its  n^oisture,  did  him  little  less  injury  than  if  lie  had 
robbed  his  body  of  its  blood,  as  soon  as  he  discovered  the 
dieft,  took  care  to  work  upon  the  same  sleeve  till  it  was  suf- 
ficiently drained,  and  then  had  recourse  to  the  other. 

It  was  not  yet  12  o'clock,  and  all  that  survived,  except 
the  few  at  the  windows,  were  in  the  highest  degree  un- 
governable and  outrageous;  As  they  found  no  relief  from 
Water,  they  now  called  out  for  air,  but  air  could  not  be  pro- 
cured. Every  insult  that  could  be  devised  %vas  incessantly 
repeated,  to  provoke  the  guards  to  fire  into  the  prison,  but 
without  effect.  Soon  after  the  general  tumult  and  uproar 
subsided  at  once,  and  the  greater  paa  of  those  who  were 
then  living,  the  last  remains  of  vital  strength  being  exhauf^ted, 
lay  down  and  expired  quietly  on  the  dead.  Some,  however, 
there  were,  who  made  the  same  desperate  and  vigorous  ai- 
tecnpt  to  supplant  Mr.  Uoiw  ell,  ^  he.hadjvut  m^dc  to  sup-  > 
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plant  others,  and  with  the  same  success.  A  heavy  man, 
who  had  found  means  to  seize  on  the  bars  over  his  headj 
pressed  him  almost  with  his  whole  weight;,  a  Dutch  serjeant 
having  climbed  ^ver  several  others,  supported  himself  on 
one  of  his  shoulders,  and  a  black  soldier  bore  v^ery  hard  oii 
the  other.  '  Self-defence  is  always  lawful,  and  Mr.  Holwell 
findings  it  impossible  to  sustain  this  load  and  live,  often  dis- 
engaged himself  from  the  poor  ^erjeant  and  soldier  by  shift-* 
ing*  his  hold  on  the  bars,  and  thrusting,  his  knuckles  into 
their  ribs;  but  the  man  that  hung  over Tiim  by  the  bar,  he 
ibund  it  utterly  impossible  to  dislodge.  Having  suffered 
this  pressure  from  half  an  ho  ui^  after  1 1  till  near  2  in  the  niom- 
irig,  his  spirits  sunk,  and  his  reason  began  to  forsake  him; 
he  found  it  impossible  to  keep  his  station,  and  he  could  not 
bear  the  thought  of  retiring  again  to  the  inner  part  of  th^ 
prison.  In  this  dilemma  he  drew  a  clasp  knife  from  his: 
pocket,  intending  to  put  an  end  to  his  misery  at  once,  but 
his  resolution  failing,  or  his'reason  once  more  gaining  the 
ascendant  over  his  passion,  he  put  it  up,  and  being  de- 
termined to  quit  the  window,  at  all  events,  his  burthen 
being  absolutely  insupportablej  he  told  Mr.  Carey,  who 
with  his  wife  wa§  in  the  rank  behind  him,  his  intention, 
and  advised  him  to  make  ah  attempt  to  get  into  his  place. 
Poor  Carey  expressed  great  thankfulness  for  the,  offer  of 
what  Mr.  Holwell  could  not  keep,  but  though  he  made 
the  attempt  to  succeed  him,  he  was  supplanted  by  the 
Biitch  Serjeant,  who  has  been  just  mentioned. 

Mr.  Holwell,  whom  Mr.  Carey  assisted  in  getting  through 
the  press  that  was  about  the  window,  went  forward  among 
the  inner  ranks  towards  the  south  wall  of  the  prison,  where 
he  laid  himself  down  with  Carey^  and  dnce  more  resigned 
himself  to  death.  Carey  died  in  a  very  few  minutes,  and 
be  felt  a  stupor  come  on  very  fast,  though  he  was  sensible 
of  no  pain,  and  but  little  uneasiness  of  any  kind^  Before 
he  quite  lost  his  recollection  he  reflected,  that  if  he  died 
where  he  lay,  he  should  be  trampled  upon  ^d  he  had' 
trampled  upon  others.  This  thought,  however  whimsical  of 
superstitious^  gave  him  some  pain;  he  therefore  got  up* 
once  more,  and,  with  some  difficulty  reached  the  platform 
a  second  time,  where  he  soon  after  lost  all  sensibilitv ;  the 
last  thing  to  which  he  was  conscious  was  an  uneasy  sensa- 
tion about  his  waist,  supposed  to  be  caused  by  his  saeh^ 
]^ich  he  therefore  untied  and  threw  froni  him. 

There  is  no  particular  account  of  what  happened  froirt 
tliis  time  till  day  break,  but  it  inay  reasonably  b6  supposed 
that  it  was  only  a^pntinuat;k>nof  the  same  scene  of  strife  and 
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tHstress.  When  the  morning  dawned,  which  was  about  f5v« 
o*clock,  no  entreaty  having  yet  prevailed  to  get  the  door 
open,  one  of  the  company  thought  of  seeking  for  Mr.  Hoi- 
well,  hoping  that  now  the  night  was  past  his  influence  niighi 
procure  their  enlargement.  Two  of  the  company  undertook, 
the  search,  and  after  some  time  found  him  bjr.-his  shirty 
tinder  the  bodies  of  several  that  had  died  and  fallen  upon 
him  after  be  became  ipsensible.  As  he  appeared  to  havo, 
some  signs  of  Hfe,  they  carried  him  to  the  window  next  the[ 
door,  where  there  was  now  no  longer  so  foiii)idable  a  press, 
only  23  of  146  bein^  alive,  and  many  of  them  unable  ta 
stand.  The'wind(>w  itself,  however,  was  still  full,  and  th» 
stench  of  the  deadi  bodies  being  grown  intolerable,  nobody 
would  resign  his  station  in  favour  of  another;  he  was  there- 
fore carfied  back  again,  and  once  more  deposited  upon  the 
platform.  But  soon  after,  a  gentleman^  whose  name  i& 
Mills,  and  who  is  now  captain  of  the  company's  yacht,  hav- 
ing a  seat  in  the  window,  generously  oriered  to  give  it  up  . 
for  the  common  good,  and  Mr.  Holwell  was  again  brought 
forward,  and  placed  in  the  seat  which  Mr,  Mills  had  re- 
signed. 

About  this  time  the  ^'iceroy  had  received  an  aciaount  of  thev 
havoc  that  death  had  made  among^the  prisoners;  but  instead 
of  sending  instantly  to  preserve  the  few  that  remained,  he 
coldly  ordered  an  inquiry  to  be  made  whether  the  chief  was^ 
among  the  living  or  the  dead.  This  inquiry  was  made  at  tji6 
window  where  Mr.  Holwell  had  been  seated,  for  the  i«es- 
senger  had  yet  no  orders  to  open  the  door,  and  the  person 
he  iTiquired  after  being  shewn  him,  and  it  beiug  probabler 
that  if  the  door  was  soon  opened,  h^  would  recover,  the 
messenger  hastened  back,  and  soon  returned  with  an  order 
to  release  them  all. 

As  the  door  opened  invtrards,  and  as  the  dead  were  piled 
np  against  it,  and  covered  all  the  rest  of  the  floor,  it  was 
impossible  to  open  it  by, any  eflforts  from  without,  it  was- 
therefofe  necessary  that  the  dead  shotild  be  removed  by  the 
few  that  were  within,  who  were  become  so  feeble,  that  the 
task,  though  it  was  the  condition  of  life,  was  not  performed 
without  the  utmost  difficulty,,  and  it  was  20  miuutes  afte^ 
the  order  came,  before  the  door  could  be  opened.    ' 

About  a  quarter  after  six  in  the  morning,  the  poor  remains 
of  146  souls,  being  no  more  than  three  and  twenty,  came  out 
of  the  Black  Hole  alive,  but  in  a  condition  which  made  it 
very  doubtful  whether  they  would  see  the  moi'ning  of  the 
*ext  day,  Aiuon-g  the  liviiAg  was  Mrs.  Carey,  but  poor  Leech 
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Iras  among  the  dead.  The  bodies  wer^  dragged  out  of  thd 
hole  by  the  soldiers,  and  thrown  promiscuously  into  the  ditch 
of  an  unfinished  ravettn^  which  Was  afterwards  filled  with' 
earth.  ^ 

Mr.  HolweU,  Mr.  Court,  Mr.  Walcot,  and  Mr.  Burdet  were 
ordered  into  the  custody  of  an  officer*  and. the  rest  were  iiri-' 
Mediately  set  at  liberty,  except  poor  Mrs.  Carey,  whose 
youth  and  beauty  caused  her  to  be  detained  foi^  the  conque-^ 
for,  or  soriie  officer  of  state. 

Mr.  Holwellj  when  be  came  out  of  the  prtson,  wais  in  i, 
high  fever,  and  not  able  to  stand  i  he  was,  however,  sent 
for,  to  be  examined  by  the  viceroy,  and  was  in  this  condition 
carried  into  his  presence.  It  was  some  time  before  he  could 
speak,  but  as  soon  as  he  was  able,  be  began  to  relate  the 
bufferings  and  death  of 'his  unhappy  companions.  The  vice- 
roy,' witLdUt  taking  any  notice  of  this  tale  of  distress,  stopt 
him  short  by  telling  him,  tbat  he  had  been  inforiiied  there 
was  treasure  to  a  very  considerable  value  sfecretcd  m  the 
fort,  and  that  if  he  did  not  di^Over  it^-  be  rftust  expect  no 
mercy.  Mr.  Holwell  replied^  that  he  knew  of  no  such  trea- 
sure; and  then  began  to  remind  him  of  his  assurance  th^ 
day  before^  that  no  hurt  should  come  either  to  hioisplf  or 
his  friends.  To  thi*  remonstrance  he  paid  nt)  i^or^  regard 
than  he  had  done  to  the  complaint,  but  pit>ceeded  in  bis  in- 
quiry concerning  the  treasure;  and  when  be  found  no  intel- 
ligence could'be  got,  he  ordered  tlie  genera)  of  hte  household 
troops,  whpse  name  was  Mbir  Mudoon,  to  Xskt  cha^rge  of 
Mr.  Holwell  as  his  prisoner. 

Among  the  guardf  that  marched  befcfre  Mr.  HolWell,  when 
he  went  out  from  the  presence  of  the  viceroy,  there  was  a 
man  who  carried  a  large  Mahratta  battle-axe  on  his  shoulder, 
which  occasioned  a  report,  first,  that  his  head  was  ordered 
to  be  struck  off*,  and  afterwards  that  the  sentence  wa»  exe- 
cuted.    . 

It  happened  unfortunately,  that  Mr.  Holwell^  m  the*  binry 
and  confusion  of  the  siege,  after  the  fort  had  been  deserted 
bv  Drake,  forgot  to  set  Omychund,  the  btack  merchant^ 
whom  Drake  had  injuriously  imprisoned,  at  liberty;  Thif 
neglect  Omychund  resented  as  an  act  of  wilful  injustice, 
and  Mr.  Holwell  is  of  opinion,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
Omychund's  insinuations,  he  should  have  been  discharged 
with  the  rest,  notwithstanding  the  offence  he  had  given  to 
the  viceroy  by  defending  the  fort,  and  the  notion  that  pre- 
vailed of  his  being  privy  to  the  concealment  of  money ;  and 
in  this  opinion  he  says  he  is  confirmed  by  the  confioeioeql^ 
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hf  tlie  three  gentlemen  who  were  detained  with  hiin,  whd 
Were  all  of  tbem  persons  against  whom  Omychund  waai 
known  to  have  conceived  ^  particular  resentitietit. 
■  Mr:  Hoi  well,  and  his  associates  in  captivity  j  were  conveyed 
In  a  kind  of  coach^  drawn  by  oxen^  called  a  hackeryj  to  the 
tamp,  whete  they  wer^  loaded  with  fetters j  and  lodged  in 
the  tent  of  a  Moorish  soldier,  which  being  not  more  than  ♦ 
feet  by  3  feetj  they  were  obliged  to  lie^  sick  as  they  were, 
half  in  and  half  otit  the  whdle  nighty  which  happened  to  be 
Very  rainy ;  yet  the  next  day  their  fever  happily  came  to  m 
crisi^^  and  boiU  broke  out  on  every  part  of  tneir  bodies, 
which,  though  they  were  extremely  painfitlj  were  the  cer- 
tain presages  of  their  perfect  redovefy.  The  next  day  they 
were  removed  to  the  toast,  and  by  order  of  General  Mliir 
Maddofi,  were  sodn  after  setlt  by  sea  to,  Maxadavad,  the 
metropolis  of  Bengal,  to  \Vait  the  viceroy's  return^  and  be 
disposed  of  as  he  should  farther  determine; 

At  Maxadavad  they  arrived  after  a  voyage  of  13  days  in  a 
laree  boat^  iji  «vhich  they  had  no  better  provision  than  rice 
and  water,  and  no  softer  bed  than  some  bamboos  laid  oh  the 
bottom  timber  of  the  vessel ;  ihey  were^  btsides^  exposed 
alternately  to  excessive,  heat  and  violent  fains^  without  any 
covering  but  a  bit  of  old  mat  and  some  scr^jis  Of  sacking; 
The  bmls  that  covered  Uiem  were  become  running  sores, 
and, the  irons  on  their  legs  had  eonsiimed  the  flesh  almost 
to  the  bdne. 

(  When  they  arrived  at  MaxadaVad^  Mt  Holwell  sent  a  let- 
ter to  Mr;  Lavjr^  the  chief  of  the  French  factory,  with  aii  ac- 
count of  their  disti-^ss,  and  Mr.  Law,  with  |preat  politeness 
and  humanity^  sent  them  not  only  clothes^  hnen^  provision^ 
and  liquors,  in  great  pletity,  but  money. 

About  four  o'clock  on  tlie  7th  of  July  they  landed,  and 
after  marching  a  considerable  way  kis  a  spectacle  to  the  mul- 
titude that  thronged' round  theiii,  they  Were  deposited  under 
an  open  shed^  not  far  from  the  palace. 

In  this  place  they  received  every  possible  feliel^i  hot  only 
from  the  great  kindnesd  of  the  French  and  Dutch  chiefs^  but 
the  Arabian  merchants: 

On  the  18th  of  July  the  viceroy  arrived^  and  the  prison^ 
ers  then  learned  that  he  had  inquired  for  them^  in  order  to 
set  them  at  liberty  before  he  left  Calcutta,  and  was  offended 
with  Mbir  Mnddpn  for  having  so  hastily  removed  theibi  to 
Maxadavad.  He  did  nOt^  however^  order  thelf  immediate 
discharge  when  he  ari^iyed,  which  it  is  natural  to  sti{$pcise  he 
would  have  done^if  they  had  beeii*d^tauied  in  Custody  coti'^ 
irary  to  his  inclinations. 

Vol.  III.  Y 
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On  ihe  15th  they  were  condi|cted  to  the  jpalace,  to  batf 
an  audience,  and  to  know  theit  fate,  bqt  they  oovld  h^ve 
no  audience  tb^tt  day>  which,  aa  it  happened,  w^s  a  favour* 
able  circun^tance,  tor  ^t  ni^l  the  vicei^y'$  gfandmodier 
solicited  their  liberty,  at  a  feast,  to  which  she  was  invite4 
on  kU  sale  return,  and  the  viceroy  promised  4iat  he  wouU 
release  the«i  on  the  inorroii(« 

On  the  morrow,  abpiiit  five  in  the  morning,  they  vtie 
waked,  and  told  tb^t  the  viceroy  would  in  a  few  minnlei 
pass  by  to  bis  palfice  of  Mooieejeel.  Upon  this  intelUgetce 
they  got  up,  and  when  the  viceroy  oame  in  sight,  they  paid 
him  the  usual  hoo^age,  and  uttered  their  benedi^^tion  «hni4 
He  looked  at  them  with  strong  marks  of  compassioci  in  his 
coanteoAnce,  and  ordering  bis  litter  to  stop„  bc^  called  the» 
to  him,  and  ha.ving  heard  ^  stMnrt  ei^teooporary  petition,  which 
was  spoken  by  lVir«  (io^well,  he  l^aide  no  i?eply,  Init  ordered 
two  of  his  o0icer.s  tp.  9^  tbeii^  irons. instantly. st^ctek  off,  and 
conduct  theai  safely  wherever  they  chose  to  go,  giving  them 
a  strict  charge  to  s^e  that  they  suffered'  no  iiyury  or  imidt 
by  the  way. 

This  act  of  mercy,  however  ^e,  or  from  wfaateirev  «MHxrt» 
was  the  mHrejmerijtQrioHs,  as  greo^  pai^s  were  tak^a  by  Home 
tiQie-»er¥mg  s^eopbiint^  to  prevonifci  it.  They  ^d  tb«  Yiee* 
xoy,  that  Wi  HoiweU,  notwitbi»Uisi()ing  bid  loaMTSf  was  slill 
posaeased  of  enough  to  pay  a  Qooaiderable  sum  fet  his  frat« 
dom,  t6  which  the  viceroy  nobly  replied,  ^^  If  he  haa  any 
thip^  left,  lethijD»  keep  it;  hi^  siiffeieingd  hav«  been  gstat, 
aad  he  shall  have  hi^  liberty.*' 

Mr.  HotweU  and  his  friends  being  thus  dismissed^  imoie» 
diately  took  boat,  and  soon  after  arrived  safe  at  the  D«tch 
settlement  at  CocceaMkbad,  where  be  afterwa 
1^  England. 


XXVQ.  An  ADCount  of  a  threatening:  Letter  sent  to  the  Duke  of 
Marlbc«QU^  aod  a  Prosecution  whi<ch  his  Grace  carried  ea 
against  Willism.  Sm»9^  sm^iinghim  to.  have  wri|t«a  h. 

On  the  29th  of  Npveimberj  hin^  Qxam  tba  Ditke  of  Afaci* 
borough  received  tJbtQ  fQUowin^  leti^r  firom  aa  anknoivt 
hand* 


I 

^  To  his  Grace  the  Duke  if  Maraoroughy  with  care  iM  speed. 

"  My  LoADy  **  xxvilii  Nctveniber^ 

*<  As ceremoiiy  » m idle  tlikigtipotiinost decasionsji more 
especially  to  persons  in  my  state  of  mind,  I  srhatt  proceed 
iffimecfotely  to  acqvaint  yov  with  tb^  motite  and  end  of  adv 
dmsing  tbia  epistle  to  you,  which  is  e^ally  intercstipg  to 
i»  both :  yon  are  to  know  then,  that  m^  present  situation  iii 
lUe,  is  such,  that  I  should  prefer  annihilation  to  a  contittn- 
ance  in  k:  desperate  diseases  require  despetate  remedies, 
aod  you  are  the  man  I  have  pitched  upon^  either  to  ihake 
me,  or  to  unmake  yourself    As  I  never  had  the  hoftour  to 
live  among  the  great,  the  tenour  of  my  proposals  will  not 
be  very  courtly,  but  let  that  be  an  argument,  to  enforcti  a 
belief,  of  what  I  am  now  goine  to  write ;  it  has  employed 
my  investion  for  some  time,  to  find  out  a  method  to  destroy 
aaotber,  without  exposing  my  own  life ;  that  1  have  actom- 
plished,  9SiA  defy  the  law ; — now  for  the  application  of  iti    I 
am  desperatte  aad  must  be  provided  for;  you  have  it  in  your 
power;  it  is  my  business  to  make  it  yourlncKnatiort  to  serve 
me;  which  you  must  determine  to  comply  with,  by  procur* 
ing  Uie  a  greiited  su^^rt,  for  my  life,  ot  your  own,  will  be 
at  a  period,  before  this  session  of  parliament  is  oven   I  have 
more  motives,  than  one,  for  singling  you  out  first,  upon  this 
occasion;  and  I  give  you  .this  fair  warning,  because  the 
means  I  shall  make  use  of,  are  too  fatal^  to  be  eluded  by  the 
power  of  physic :  if  you  think  tfcis  of  any  consequence  you 
will  not  fkd  to  meet  the  author,  oil  Sunday  next^  at  ten  in  the 
morning,  or  on  Monday  (if  the  weather  should  be  rainy  on 
Sunday)  near  the  first  tree  beyond  the  stile  iir  Hyde**park> 
in  the  foot  walk  to  Kensinc^on :  secresy  and  Compliance 
may  preseire  you  from  a  double  danger  of  this  sort;  as  there 
is  a  certain  part  of  the  world,  where  your  dciath  has  more 
than  been  wished  for  upon  other  motives;  I  know  the  world 
too  well  to  trust  this  secret  in  any  breast,  but  my  own;  a 
few  days  detenuine  me^  your  friend  or  enemy^ 

^  You  wiH  apprehend  that  I  mean  yott  should  be  alon^^  an4 
depend  upon  it  thata  discovetj^  of  any  airtifice  in  this  affair 
wiU  be  fatal  to  you,  my  safety  %%  infufed  by  my  silence,  fbf 
confession  only  can  condemd  um!^ 

Id  comecittence  of  this  letter,  )^t|  %ac($  went  to  the  tilaet 
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appouited  at  10  o*cIock  on  the  Suoday  morning :  he  was  oti 
horseback,,  had  pistols  before  hini,  and  as  he  was  withont  a 
^reat  coat,  his  star  was  easily  to  be  seen.     He  was  without 
any  attendant,  but  had  a  friend  in  the  park,  who  kept  at 
,    such  a  distance  as  scarcely  to  be  noticed.    When  he  first 
came  up  to  the  tree  he  saw  nobody  ^ithei*  at^  it  or  near  h, 
whom  he  could  suspect  to. be. tlie  person:  be  continued  some • 
time  about  the  same  spot^  but  nobody  appearing,  he  rods 
away.     It  happened,  that  when  he  came  to  Hyde-park  cor- 
ner, and  turn(^d  his  horse,  he  saw  soiiiebody  stand  loitering 
and  looking  at  the  water  ovsr  the  bridge,  within  twenty 
yards  of  the  tree.    This  induced  him  to  ride  back,  which  be 
did  very  gently,  and  passing  by  the  person  expected  him  to 
speak  to  him^  but  was  disappointed.     He  passed  by  him  a 
second  time,  and  the  person  still  taking  no  notice,  his  Grace 
made  him  a  bow,  and  asked  if  he  had  not  something  to  say 
to  him.     He  replied,  No;  I  dovCt  kncm  you.     His  Grace 
then  said,  ^  I  am  the  Duke  of  IVIarlborough ;  now  you  |:now 
nie  liuiagineyou  have  something  to  say  to  me.*     He  re- 
plied, Noy  I  have  not;  and  his  Grace  then  rode  away, 
/The  next  day,  or  the  day  after,  the  Duke  received  a 
second  letter,  as  follows:  ... 

**  JV  his  Grace  the  Duke  rf Martboroiigh^ 

"  My  Lord, 

.  "  You  receive  this  as  an  acknowledgment  of  your  punctual-- 
it^'  as  to  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  on  Sunday  last,  though 
it,  was.  owing  to  you,  that  it  answered  no  purpose,  the  pageau* 
try  of  being  armed,  and  the  ensign  of  your  order,  were 
ukelesii,  and  too  conspicuous;  you  needed  no  attendant,  the 
place  was  not  calculated  for  mischief,  nor  was, any  intended ; 
if^you  walk  in  the  west  aisle  of  Westminster*abtfey,  towards 
1 J  o'clocik  on  Sunday  next,  your  sagacity  will  point  out  the 
person,  whomjou  will  address,  hy  asking  bis  company  to 
take  a  turn  or  two  vvith-you;  you  will  not  fail  on  inquiry,  to 
be  atqukintcd  with  the  name,  and  place  of  abode,  according 
to  which  directions,  you  will  please  to  send  two  or  three 
hpndred  pound  bank  notes,  the  next  day  by  the  penny  post; 
exert  not  your  curiosity  too  early;  it  is  in  your  power  to 
make  me  grateful  on  certain  terms.  I  have  friends  who  af6 
faithful,  but  they  do  not  bark  fcefore  they  bite. 

"I  am,  &c.  * 


Account  of  Letters  sent  to  th  e  Duke  of  Marlborough.     325 

• 

The  Duke  was  pleased  to  attend  p.  sqcpiid  tiyne  at  the 
place  and  hour  appointed,  and  walked  five  or  gi^  riiinutes  iqi 
the  Abbey  before  he  saw  any  body  that  he  suspected;  he 
Ihen  saw  the  same  person  whom  he  had  seen  l^efqre  in  Hyde-? 
park.  He  came  in  with  a  good-looking  man,  who  h^cf  the 
appearance  of  a  substantial  tradesman,  and  they  weot  ^bout 
looking  on  the  monuments.  After  sonie  tinje  the  strange? 
went  into  the  choir,  and  the  person  whom  he  bad  seep  be-i 
fore,  turned  back  and  came  towards  the  Duke.  The  Duke 
then  asked  him,  if  he  had  any  thing  to  say  to  hin)«  pr  apy 
commands  for  him  ?  and  he  replied,  iVb,  ini/  Lord^  f  fiave 
not :  the  Duke  then  said,  Sqre  you  have ;  but  he  replied  ^gaii^ 
with  the  same  words,  No,  my  Lord.  The  Duke  then  left 
him,  and  as  he  continued  to  walk  up  and  down  one  side  of 
the  aisle^  his  Grace  walked  up  and  down  the  other,  to  give 
him  a  little  more  time,  but  he  did  not  speak,  The  Duke 
had  then  several  persons  disguised  in  the  Abbey,  who  were 
to  have  taken  up  the  person  he  was  to  pieet,  if  the  signal  Had 
been  given;  but  the  Duke  did  not  give  it|  because,  though 
he  was  very  sure  the  person  he  hadspokep  to  was  the  same 
he  had  seen  in  the  Park,  yet  he  chose  r?^tber  to  riiii  ?i  farther 
risk  himself,  ,thaTi  to  take  up  an  innocent  man. 

Very  soon  after  this  his  Grace  received  a  third  letter,  as 
fgllows: 

♦*  Tp  his  Grace  the  Puke  of  Marlborough, 

* 

^*  My  Lord, 

"  I  AM  fully  convinced  you  had  a  companion  on  Sunday;  I 
Interpret  it  as  owing  to  the  weakness  of  human  nature,,  out 
such  proceeding  is  far  from  being  ingenuous,  and  may  prp^ 
duce  bad  effects,  whilst  it  is  impossible  to  answer  the  end 
proposed :  you  will  see  nie  again  soon,  as  it  were  by  acci- 
dent, and  may  easily  find  where  I  go  to,  in  consequence  of 
which  by  being  sent  to,  I  shall  wait  on  your  Grace,  but  ex- 

!»ect  to  be  quite  alone,  and  to  converse  m  wliispers;  you  will 
ikewise  give  your  honour  upon  meeting,  that  no  part  of  the 
^conversation  shall  transpire;  these  and  the  former  terms 
coipplic^d  with,  ensure  your  safety:  my  revenge  in  case  of 
nonrcpmpliance,  (or  any  scheme  to  expose  me)  will  b0 
slowev,  ))ut  not  less  sure ;  and  strong  suspicion,  the  ptmost 
th^t  can  possibly  ensue  upon  it,  while  the  chapces  would 
be  ten-fold  against  you.  You  will  possibly  be  in  doubt  aftef 
the  meeting/  but  it  is  quite  necessary  the  outside  should  be 
a  mask  to  the  in.  The  family  of  the  Bipods  is  not  extinct^ 
though  they  Are  not  in  my  scheme.'- 

y  3 
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■  ■» 

Tlijs  letteTi  by  the  expre^ion  ^^  You  will  see  x»e  ^gatn 
«ooo,  as  it  were  by acciientj^  seems  to  ptiiMtey  tbat  tbe 
writer  bad  not  only  seen  the  Duke,  but  that  die  JDuke  bad 
seen  the  writer,  so  as  to  know  and  remember  bim;  for  bow 
else  could  bis  Grace  see  bim  as  it  were  by  accident^  so  as  to 
note  him,  ^nd  find  out  vvbither  be  went  ? 

His  Grace,  however,  did  not  see  either  the  person  hi^  bad 
seen  before,  or  any  oth^r  person,  whom  he  bnd  the  least 
reason  to  suppose  to  be  the  writer  of  the  letters  s  but  about 
l^wo  mpqfhs  alterwards  he  received  the  following  let^^y  M 
^pifi  pother  hand. 

'  f^  Jg  his  Grace  the  Duke  ^f  MeirtterougK    ' 

f ^  May  it  fVUAZ  youk  Grace, 

^^  I  HATE  re^on  to  believe  that  the  son  of  one  Barnard  i 
suryeypr  in  Abingdon  Buildings,  Westminster,  is  acquainted 
with  spme  secrets  that  nearly  cpncer n  your  safety,  his  father 
is  now  out  of  town,  which  will  give  you  an  opportunity  of 
questioning  bim  more  privately.  It  wo|ild  be  useless  to  yovr 
Grace,  as  well  as  d^pgeirpus  to  we,  tp  Appear  more  publicly 
in  tjjis  aflSiir, 

^^  Ypixr  sincere  friend, 

^  Anonymous. 

■ 

f ^  If ^  frequently  goes  |:q  Storey'srgate  cpffef^rhouse.** 

Abput  ten  days  ^ftej:  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  the  Dul^ 
sent  f^  persoDj^  whq^e  ns^me  is  Merrick,  to  Storey's*gate 
ippifee*}).ou$e,  tp  tell  ^Xf  Barnard,  that  the  Puke  desired  ts 
speak  ^th  hia>.  The  inessage  wmf  delivered  to  Mr.  Banisrd 
ipin  T9esday  iiie  2.5th  of  April  in  ^e  evening,  994  be  seoi 
word  hy  ^  mei^senger,  9^r.  Merricjk,  that  he  w<Hitd  ^ 
ppoi^  his  Grace  odi  the  f  hprsday  fnpming  follpwiug,  ^  ^ 
^  hour  after  t^i. 

On  Thursday  ipoming,  at  the  tipe  am>ointed,  he  went^  *ii^ 
$be  Puke,  ^bp  instantly  knew  him  to  be  the  person  b^  ^ 
^(een  before  in  the  Parji^  and  t^  Abbey,  ^k  him  iiito  ^  roooii 
;and  shut  the  dpon  He  tl^en  ^i^d  biai,  a$  he  h«4  4<>^  ^^ 
their  former  ipeetings.  whether  lie  hajdany  thing  tp  sav  to 
{um^^nd  he  si^id,  I^e  h^d  nothing  to  s^sy.  Tiie  jJtake  tbeo 
recapitulated  all  the  letters,  begmnipg  with  the  jiritf  V^i 
JBarnard  listened  {vitii  attention  a^  surpri^^bii^  without  ^1 
f ppearancc  pf  fear.    Tlje  Pijk^  phs'^rvf^d,  ^  it  leewed  ta 
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him  a  «lfaQg«  thing  to  iiod  such  letters  9S  these  written  with 
the  ^orreetoess  of  a  scholar;  to  which  Barnard  replied.  That 
a  tean  teight  be  verv  learned  and  very  poor:  to  which  he 
Blight  have  added,  that  be  might  be  very  daring  and  very 
kicked.  The  Dake  then  shewed  him  the  4th  letter,  in  which 
bii  QftDne  was  mentioned ;  upon  which  Barnard  said,  *^  It  is 
very  odd ;  tny'  father  was  then  out  of  town.''    This  speech 
Ihe  Duke  thought  remarkable,  because  though  Barnard  said 
his  fitter  was  men  out  of  town,  the  letter  was  without  a  date. 
The  fi^e  then  told  him,  that  if  he  was  innocent,  it  behoved 
him^  more  than  his  Grace,  to  discover  the  writers  of  the 
letters,  especially  the  last;  upon  which  he  gave  the  Duke 
a  smile,  (Utd  went  away* 

How  these  circumstances  came  to  the  knowledge  of  Mr, 
fielding,  does  not  appear;  but  Fielding  soon  after  took  Mr. 
Bsimard  into  custody,  and  he  was  tried  tlie  last  sessions  at 
Ihe  Old  Bailey,  for  sending  a  threatening  letter,  contrary  to 
the  statute. 

In  the  account  of  the  trial,  as  it  is  printed  in  the  Sessions 
I'aper,  there  is  no  mention  pf  any  evidence  to  prove  the 
letters  to  be  Mr.  Barnard's  hand-writing,  nor  indeed  any 
evidienee  to  prove  that  he  was  the  writer  of  them,  but  his 
being  in-Hvde-park  and  in  the  Abbey  at  the  times  when  the 
writer^of  tne  first  and  second  letters  appointed  the  Duke  to 
meet  him  there.  > 

It  seems^  however^  to  be  incumbent  upon  Mr.  Barnard, 
to  shew  how  he  came  to  be  at  those  places  just  at  those 
litnes;  and  this  he  has  done  in  a  very  partici|lar  manlier^ 
supported  by  very  eredible  testimony, 


Thursday  May  1 1,  1758,  at  the  Old  Bailey  Sessions,  the 
lemarkable  trial  of  young  Mr.  Barnard,  for  writing  the^let* 
ters,  above  alluded  to,  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  cam^ 
<»&»  What  relates  to  th<Q  charge  against  him  has  already  been 
narrated.    What  he  urged  in  his  defence  was  as  follows :  he 

Jttoved  that  dn  the  Sunday  mornins  ipentipqed  ip  the  first 
etter  to  the  Duke,  his  father  ordered  him  to  gp  to  Kenrr 
s)ngt(H)  to  the  solicitor  of  ithe  turnpike  to  know  Mrbether  the 
treasurer  of  the  turnpike  had  npt  paid  some  money  for  hi£( 
^^<  that,  in  consequence  of  thif^  order  h^  did  go  to  Ken* 
Kington,  saw  the  solicitor  of  tl^e  turnpike  there,  dined 
^terwards  with  his  uncle, .  at  hi^  house  at  Kensington,  in 
<:ompany  with  several  other  persons,  to  whom  he  related  the 
panicular  of  the  Duke's  coming  up  tp  him  in  Hyde-park;^ 

*  Y  4    ■     - 
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4n<i  a^TcTtig  if  he  had  any  thing  to  say  td  hith.  *lJ*b}s  is atte«t€4 
by  Bernard  the  father,  who  gave  him  orders  to  go  to  Kenr 
sington,  by  the  person  to  whom  be  went,  by  his  unele,  witH 
whom  he  Qin<?d,  ^nd  several  others  that  v^er^  at  the  s^mie 
tablCf 

As  to  his  being  in  the  Abbey,  he  proved  that  Mt.  Jdimes 
Greenwoo(j,  a  relation,  a  brewer  at  Deptford,  being  at 
breakfast:  with  hirp,  qn  the  Sunday  n^entioned  in  the  second 
Jetter,  at  bis  father's,  whei-e  he  bad  lain  the  night  before, 
desired  bw  tp  get  himself  dressed,  and  go  witn  him  int^ 
the  Park :  that  he  did  not  comply  till  after  much  soticitattony 
and  thaj;  when  they  came  to  the  end  of  Henry  the  Vllth's 
chapel,  Mr.  Barnard  woulcj  have  gone  into  the  Park,  without 
going  through  the  Abbey,  if  Mr.  Greenwood  had  not  in- 
sisted Qi^  the  contrary,  as  he  had  never  seen  Gen.  Hargrave^s 
inoniiment.  This  Mr.  Greenwood  was  that  good-looking 
man  whom  the  Duke  says  he  saw  come  into  the  Abbey  witk 
Mr.  Barnard.  As  Barnard  had  told  Greenwood  the  strange 
circumstance  of  tbe  Duke^s  speaking  to  him  in  the  Park, 
Greenwood,  as  sopp  as  be  savyr  the  Duke,  whom  he  knew, 
told  Barnz^rcJ  \yho  he  was;  for  Barnard  being  very  near^ 
sighted  bad  i^ot  seen  him,  and  iff  be  bad,  would  not  have 
known  him^  Mr.  Greenwood  observing  the  Duke  to  qome 
up  to  him,  and  pass  him  several  times,  supposed  he>'  had  a 
mind  to  speak  to  Mr.  Barnard,  but  would  not  do  it  till  he  was 
'  alone,  and  for  that  reason  he  left  him  and  went  into  the 
choir.  These  facts  are  attested  by  Mr.  Greenwcfod,  the 
only  person  to  whom  they  could  be  known,  and  it  should  be 
observed,  that  Mr.  Barnard  could  not  appoint  a  meeting  on 
these  days,  in  conseq[uence  of  bis  having  business  which  at 
tiiose  times  would  call  him  to  the  places  mentioned,  because 
be  did  not  know  pf  bis  going  either  to  the  farli  or  tfie  Abbey 
Itill  the  very  day  on  which  he  went. 

Mr.  Barnard  also  provpd,  by  unexceptionable  witnesses, 
that  he  mentior^ed  tbe  strange  circumstance^  of  the  Duke'5 
pieeting  and  speaking  tp  him  both  in  the  Park,  and  in  the 
Abbey,  anui^ng  his  friends  and  acquaintance,  openly  on  the 
day  when  tbey  happened,  and  very  frequently  afterwards: 
that  bis  father  is  established  ii)  a  very  reputable  and  profit- 
able business,  ii^  which  his  sC>n  i?  likely  to  succeed  him,  be- 
ing extremely  capable  of  the  'emplpyment,  and  very  diligent 
in'it  It  is  also  proved  by  several  persons  of  the  highest 
character,  particularly  Dn  Markham,  the  present  worthy 
master  of  Westminster  schppj,  that  be  is  in  plentiful  cir-r 
cumstances,  very  far  from  being  in  any  exigence  whicl? 
I^ight  urge  bin?  ^0  pbtaii)  ^oqey  at  such  a  risk^  not  onl^  9f 
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reputttidtv  )iut  kit  lifje ;  that  his  con^utt  has  been  aiwayi 
^reproachable,   and  his  fidelity  often  tried. 

Tne  fourth  letter  still  remaifi?  an  iiiAGrotable  mystery.  No 
man  <»>uld  imagine  from  what  Mr.  Barnard  had  said  from 
time  to  time,  concerning  the  Duke^s  behaviour  to  him,  that 
he  was  acquainted  with  some  secrets  which  nearly  concerned  his 
{Trace's  safety y  and  why  any  person  who  might  hear  that 
the  Duke  had  received  threatening  letters,  without  knowing 
froni  whom,  should  piention  Mr.  Barnard  cannot  easily  be 
jguessed,  The  only  conjectqre  that  seems  probable,  if  on 
such  an  occasion  a  conjecture  may  be  allowed,  is  that  3ome 
ofiicious  person,  who  had  received  some  slight  information 
of  the  Duke's  business  at  the  Abbey,  and  observed  him 
speak  to  Mn  Barnard,  might  watch  him  home,  and  taking 
for  panted  that  if  he  ^ouid,  in  consequence  of  this  infor-^ 
mation,  be  detected  in  any  evil  design,  the  informer  when^ 
ever  he  should  think  fit  to  reveal  himself,  would  be  rewarded, 
inight  be  induced  to  make  the  information  at  a  venture,  and 
f  onceal  himself  till  the  event  should  be  known. 

As  to  the  Duke,  he  appears  to  have  acted  with  the  utmost 
tenderness  and  generosity  through  the  whole  affair,  to  have 
undertaken  the  prosecution  purely  from  public  principles, 
and  to  have  been  more  desirous  that  the  prisoner  should  ap^ 
pear  innocent  than  guilty.. 

^758,  May, 


^XVIII.  On  the  unlikeness  of  Shakespeare's  Busts. 

I 

]yijR.  Urban,        Stratford  upon  Jton^  May  30,  1759. 

A  DOUBT  of  a  new  kind,  and  not  unworthy  of  notice, 
hs(s  arisen  anigng  some,  whether  the  old  monumental  bust 
of  Shakespeare,  in  the  collegiate  church  of  Stratford  upon 
Avon,  Warwickshire,  had  any  resemblance  of  the  bard :  but 
I  find  not  this  doubt  to  have  tajcen  date  before  the  public 
regard  shewn  to  his  memory,  by  ereicung  for  him  the  curi- 
ous cenptaph  in  Westminster  Aobey :  the  statue  in  that  ho- 
norary mqnumept  is  really  in  ^  noble  attitude,  and  excites 
an  awful  admiration  in  the  beholder;  the  face  is  venerable, 
and  well  expresses  that  intenseness  of  serious  thought, 
which  the  Poet  must  be  supposed  to  have  sometimes  had. 
*  The  face  on  the  Stratford  monument  bears  very  little,'  if 
f^y  resqmblancei  to  tb^t  at  WejStminster ,  the  air  of  it  i| 
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indeed  somewlyattlioiigbtfiil,  Init  then  il  weflis  t#  ariaeiinon 

a  cbearfulness  of  thought,  which,  I  hope*  it  will  be  albwed 
Shakespeare  wat  no  stian^r  to.  •  HouWer  this  be,  as  the 
feces  on  the .  two  monumenta  are  milike  each  other,  the 
jldfioirers  of  that  at  Weatoitniiter  mily,  will  have  it,  that  the 
country  figure  diifFers  as  much  frcHB  the  likeness  of  the 
original,  as  it  does  ftqm  the  face  in  Uie  Abbey,  and  so  far 
endeavour  to  deprive  it  of  its  merit :  this  is  a  der<>g^tion 
I  can  by  no  means  altowy  and  that  for  the  following  reasons. 

Shakespeare  died  at  the  age  of  53.  The  unai^nioifs  tra^ 
dition  is,  that  by  the  uncommon  bounty  of  the  then  Eaii  of 
Southampton,  he  wa&  enabled  to  purchase  a  bcMise  and 
land  at  Stra^rd,  the  place  of  his  natiyity;  to  which  place, 
after  quitting  the  ptiblic  stage,  he  retired,  and  lived  cbear^ 
fully  amongst  his  friends  some  time  before  bis  death.  If  we 
Consider  these  circumstances  aright,  that  Shakesf^eare's  dis« 
position  was  chearfui,  and  that  he  died  before  be  coold  be 
said  to  be  an  old  man,  the  Stratford  figure  is  no  improper 
representation  of  him. 

The  exact  time  when  the  country  monument  was  erected 
is  Qow  unknown;  but,  I  presume,  it  was  done  by  his  ex^ 
ecuton^,  or  relations,  probably  while  his  features  ;kvere  fresh 
in  every  oi^'s  memory,  and  p;srhaps  with  the  assistance  of 
an  original  picture  too.  These  are  no  unreasonable  suppo* 
^tions,  and  which,  I  think,  cannot  easily  be  overthrown, 
especially  when  corroborated  (as  I  hope  to  prove  they  are) 
by  the  following  observation,  not  hitherto  made,  that  1  know 
of,  by  any  one. 

Facing  tbife  title  page  of  one  <^  the'  folio  editions  of 
Sbake^are^s  Works,  there  is  an  head  of*  him  en^;ra;ved  by 
one  Martin  Dioeshout,  a  Dutchman^  and  underneath  this 
cut  appear  the  following  Unes^  written  by  Ben  J<»nson, 
who  personally  knew,  and  was  familiarly  acquainted  with 
our  Poet. 

The  figure  that  thou  see*st  here  put. 

It  was  for  gentle  Shakespeare  cut ; 

In  which  the  graver  had  a  strife 

With  nature,  to  out^do  the  life. 

O  could  he  but  have  drawn  his  wit 

As  well  in  brass  as  he  hath  hit 

His  face,  the  piece  would  then  surpass , 

All  that  was  ever  writ  in  brass. 

But  since  he  cannot,  &c.  B. }. 

in  these  verses  Ben  plainly  asserts,,  that  if  the  en* 
|raver  could  have  4rawaSliAl^espe|^e*s  wit  ia  b^ross^  m  well 
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«s^  has  doM  his  iace,  th^  performance  would  hare  been 

Ceferable  to  every  thing  of  the  kind ;  a  conrincing  proof 
\w  ffreat  a  likeness  he  knew  there  was  betwixt  the  Poet 
md  l£at  picture  of  hiai. 

Now,  if  We  compare  this  picture  with  the  face  on  the 
Stratford  monument,  there  Will  be  found  as  great  a  resem* 
faiance  as  perhaps  can  well  be  betwixt  a  statue  and  a  picture^ 
except  that  the  hair  is  describe^  rather  shorter  and  straiter 
on  the  latter,  than  on  the  former;  and  yet  this  diffei«nce 
wUl  not,  I  dare  say,  be  material  enough  to  justify  the  doubt 
I  have  attempted  to  remove;  and,  if  not,  then  I  hope 
what  I  have  here  advanced  will  induce  those  gentledien^ 
who  have  not  thought  so  well  of  the  Stratford  monument^ 
to  have  a  Better  opinion  of  it  iot  the  time  to  come. 


1759,  June* 


J.G. 


2^IX«  Contpivance  for.  Muscular  £ier«ise* 

_  Sagni(htCaurt,  NewgaU^street^  Oci,  23.    ' 
Mr.  Urban, 

Moderate  exercise  is  one  of  the  necessary  means  of 
health ;  but  the  employments  of  mRny  people  oblige  them 
to  a  sedentary  life ;  and  in  the  winter  seasons  Valetudinary 
persons  are  often  kept  at  home  hy  ]the  inclemency  of  tho 
weather :  \  propose  tnerefore  a  kind  of  exercise  which  I 
have  found  very  beneficial  to  myself,  and  which  may  be 
iised  by  peirsons  of  all  constitutions,  ages,  and  conditions, 
in  all  houses,  and  in  all  seasons*  by  which  all  the  benefits 
'^h^t  can  result  from  common  exercises  may  easily  be  ob- 
tained. 

I  have  two  box  pullies  with  wood  screws  fixed  in  the  ceil* 

^ng^pf  a jroom,  at  the  distance  of  about  three  feet,  or  three 

and  a  half,  and  a  sliding  line,  made  of  what  is  called  curtain 

line,  and  two  bandies  made  of  cocoa«wood,  four  inches  and 

a  half  long,  and  bored  tbroughv 

'  This  apparatus  cost. me  two  shillings  and  two-pence.  The 
sliding  line  passes  through  one  handle,  tlien  over  thejnillies, 
and  tbrouga  the  other  handle,  ahd  at  each  end  it  is  tied 
with  a  slip-)Lnot,  that  the  handles  may  be  let  higher  or 
lower^  according  to  the  height  of  the  perspq  who  is  to  ex- 
frciae. 
liVncuIuse  this  exercise,  Ibegm,  wit^  lifting  up  voff 
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right  arm,  and  the  heel  of -my  right  foot,  and  then  briirg 
•them  dcwn,  arid  5trikft,.the  heel ^  gently  on  tlie.  floor,  at  the 
iame  time  lifting  up  my  left  arm  and  heel ;  and  thus  con- 
tinue an  alternative  moving  up  and  down  my  arms  and  heels, 
60  long  as  I  see  ftt;  which  produces  reciprocal  contractions 
and  relaxations  of  the  muscles  of  the  arms,  chest,  side, 
back,  belly,  thighs,  legs,  and  feet,  and  likewise  of  all  the 
muscles  connected  with  them  while  Ih^  es^ercise  i$  coq>» 
tinued/  . 

I  make  the  nfotions  moderate  as  to  quickness,  an(!  always 
coant  them ;  when  both  heels  have  struck  on  the  floor,  I  say 
one,  when  they  do  so  again  I  say  /wo,  and  so  on, 

I  make  an  hundred  of  these  motions  in  about  four  mi* 
nutes,  in  which  time  I  frequently  find  all  the  poriBs  over  the 
surface  of  my  body  opened^  and  a  very  sensihie  perspira- 
tion producecL  * 

I  seldom  exceed  the  number  of  two  hundred  at  one  ex- 
ercise; some  persons  indeed  require  more;  but  I  advise 
every  one  to  have  done  when  they  hegin  to  sweat. 

The  exercise  may  be  repeated  five  or  si5c  times  a  day,  or 
oftener,  and  takes  up  but  little  time. 

It  is  an  universal  exerqise ;  and  the  motions  produced  by  it 
in  .all  the  muscles,  and  vessels  of  the  body^  aqd  in  ^\  their 
contained  fluids,  are  a  most  proper  means  to  preserve   the 

'  natural  tenuity  of  the  blood,  and  to  destroy  many  morbid 
cohesions.  It  conduces  much  to  an  easy  respiration,  and 
to  prevent  asthmas,  and  other  difficulties  of  breathing. ,  It 

,  manifestly  promotes  the  discharge  by  insensible  perspiration, 
th^t  copious  and  important  evacuation  from  the  body, 
as  well  as  the  other  excretions  from  the  blood.  It  affords 
great  relief  against  that    lowness   of   spirits,    and    those 

, gloomy  imaginations,  with  which  many  are  afflicted,  and  in 
general  will  be  found  beneficial  in  jill  tbo^e  disorders  which 
are  called  nervous. 

It  wHl  be  of  singular  advantage  to  those  young  ladies, 
who,  about  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age,  become  pale  in  their 
countenances  and  short  breathed ;  weak  and  infirm  persons 

.n)ay  thus  obtain  the  benefits  of  exercise,  without  tiring 
themselves;  and  those  who  are  advanced  in  life,  may  prer 

•serve,  or  recover  in  some  measure,  that  agility  of  tlleir 
limbs,  which  by  ace  and  indolence  is  often  lost 

Persons  aflHicteJ  with  the  gout,  when  they  can  stand  on 

.tiieir  feet  a  few  minutes  together,  may  take  the  benefit  of 
tilts  exercise  daily;  and  they,  who  cannot  stand,  may  have 
the  puilies  so  fixed,  as  to  use  them  sitting,  which  will  be 

(of  considerable  s.ervice,- 
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It  may  be  used  also  by  the  blind,  and  in  hospitals,  whcrii. 
it  will  hasten  the  recovery  of  the  sick;  likewise  in  prisons. 

I  am  a  sincere  well-wisher  to  all  people, 

And,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

N, 

Theophilus  LoftB^     * 

Mr.  Urban,  Bagnio^  Courts  Nov*  2S}. 

I  APPREHEND  it  may  be  acceptable,  if  I  add  a  few  things 
relative  to  that  sort  of  muscular  exercise  recommended  in 
my  letter  of  Oct.  23,  and  therefore  must  observe,  that,  as  it  is ' 
of  importance  rightly  to  order  the  quantity  in  the  dose  of 
every  medicine,   and  the  times  of  repeating  it,  for  obtain** 
ing  the  sakitary  end  intended,  so  it  is  ot  some  moment- 
nearly  to  determine  the  number  of  motions  to  be  made  in. 
each  muscular  exercise,  and  how  often  they  should  be  daily 
performed;  but  these  must  be  varied  according  to  the  age 
and  other  circumstances  of  the  people. 

As  a  mean  quantity  for  sedentary  persons,  which  may  b© . 
increased  or  diminished,  as  the  different  casfes  may  require, 
I  propose,  that  each  exercise  should  consist  of  200  motions 
of  the  right  arm  and  heel  upwards  and  downwards,  and  x>f 
as  many  of  those  on  the  left  side  of  tke  body,  all  which 
will  take  up  about  7  minutes,  and  propose  that  this  exercise 
be  daily  performed  8  times,,  which  will  take  up  no  more 
than  56  mmutes,  or  one  hour. 

If  any  choose  to  spend  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at  a  time,  by 
performing  two  exercises  together,  and  to  perform  the 
whole  at  four  tiipes,  they  may  do' so.  Persons  may  per- 
form more  or  fewer  of  these  exercises  in  a  day,  as  they 
shall  find  most  conducive  to  their  health.  It  should  he 
remembered,  that  lifting  up  and  down  the  heel  is  one 
essential  part  of  the  exercise. 

I  may  now  observe,  that  the  great  easiness  of  this  sort  of 
exercise  shews  that  a  prudent  use  of  it  may  prove  very 
beneficial  to  persons  after  their  recover}^  from  feversi,  espe- 
cially after  the  small  pox,  the  distemper  being  often  termi- 
nated many  days  before  the  patients  can  be  fit  to  go  abroad ; 
but  they  may  begin  the  use  of  our 'muscular  exercise  very 
soon  after  the  disease  is  come  to  its  period,  as  the  apparatus 
for  it  may  be  put  up  in  any  sick  chamber,  and.as  they  may 
begin  it  with  no  greater  number  of  motions,  in  an  exercise, 
than  they  find  easy  to  themselves,  and  may  gradually  in- 
crease the  number  of  them« 

V  This    course    is  very  proper  to  -maintain  in  sufficient 
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quantity  the  discharge  by  the  insensible  perspiration^  to 
promote  a  due  distribution  of  the  nutritious  parts  of  the 
atiments.  they  take,  and  to  hasten  the  recovery  of  their 
strength. 

Persons,  wht)se  fee(  and  legs  are  swelled,  and  pit  in  the 
eirenings,  and  the  swelling  of  whtch  goes  down  in  the  .morning, 
may  find  great  advantage  from  a  sufficient  use  of  our  mus* 
cular  exercise,  as  the  frequent  contractions  and  relaxations 
of  the  muscles  andressels  of  the  parts  affected,  produced 
by  it,  will  propel  their  contained  fluids  onward  in  the  way 
or  circulation,  and  strengthen  the  vessels  to  more  vigorous, 
contractions,  and  thereby  prevent  that  slow  return  of  the 
blood  and  lymph,  through  the  sanguine  and  lymphatic 
veins,  which  occasioned  the  feet  and  Tegs  to  swell. 

Our  exercbe,  on  the  same  account,  may  also  be  recom- 
mended to  those  who  have  a  bloated  habit  of  body,  or  are 
m  danger  of  falling  into  a  dropsy. 

But,  in  such  cases,  exercise  is  only  an  extenial  help. 
The  advice  of  a  physician  to  direct  remedies  for  altering 
and  mending  the  blood,  and  removing  the  cause  of  the 
morbid  symptoms;  is  necessar}^ 


I  am,  &c* 


175?,  Oct.  and  Nov. 


The.  Lobb. 


XXX.  Construction  of  an  Ekctrical  Harpsichbrd^ 

\ 

On  a  rod  of  iron,  insulated  on  silk  strings^  ai^e  hung  small 
bells  of  different  sizes  for  the  different  notes :  there  must  be 
t^o  bells,  which  are  unisons  to  each  note ;  the  one  suspended 
by  a  wire,  and  the  other  by  silk:  a  metal  ball  suspended 
by  silk  between  each  two  unison  bells,  serves  for  a  hammer. 
From  the  bell  suspended  by  silk  descends  a  wire,  whose  end 
is  f^tened  by  another  silk  line,  and  terminates  in  ario^  ta 
receive  a  small  iron  lever,  which  rests  on  an  insulated  uron 
rod.  Matters  being  thus  disposed,  upon  turning  the  glass 
gtobe,  the  hell  suspended  by  the  wire,  is  electrified  by  the 
rod  or  conductor  which  supports  it;  and  the  other  bell  sus* 
pended  by  the  silk,  is  electrified  by  the  other  iron  rod  on 
which  rests  the  little  lever.  By  pressing  down  a'key,  I 
raise  this  lever^  and  cause  it  to  to uch^  another  uninsulated 
r6d ;  at  which  instant  the  hammer  moves,  and  strikes  the  two 
bells  so  q.uiQk9  that  only  one  undulous  sound  is  produced^ 
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fxnitagting,  in  some  measure,  the  tremulous  soupd  of  a  great 
organ  pipe-  As  SQon  as  the  levet  drops  oo  the  electrified 
rod,  the  hammer  stops:  thus  each  touch  answering  to  a 
lever,  and  each  lever  to  its  bell,  any  tune  may  be  played 
as  on  a  harpsichord  or  organ. 

This  kind,  of  harptichiQrd  has  an  advantage  in  common 
with  the  organ,  which  the  common  ones  have  not,  of  pre^' 
9<vrring  the  sound  of  a  note  in  its  full  even  force  as  long  as  the 
key  is^  kept  down.  We  have  heard  of  an  ocular  harpftichord : 
this  IS  90  in  someflaort,  as  well  as  an  acoustic  one ;-  for  wfaea 
pJayed  on  in  the  dark,  the  eye  is  agreeably  entertained  as 
weU  as  the  ear,  by  the  Williapt  sparks  which  flash  oat  lik« 
ftars  al;  every  touch. 

1759,  Oct. 


XXXL  Kufttic  Philosophy. 
ifatre  Dea  momtrantt  viam.  \ 


VSMO. 


Mr.  Uabak, 


The  countryman,  let  him  live  at  never  so  great  a  dis« 

^iic«^  liaa  bis  ways  of  ji^iloaophifting  for  the  common  usea 

of  Ufe^  aA  well  as  you  speculative^  gentlemen  in  town.    It  t^ 

true,  bis  methods  of  proceeding  are  but  rude  and  un-^ 

polished,  such  as  mother  nature  suggests,  but  nevertheless^ 

they  are  such  as  he  is  well  satisfied  with,  and  what  in  many 

caaea  prove  very  useful  to  him ;  however,  they  serve  grea^ 

to,  pleasure  and  amuse  him  in  all.    Thus  he  estimates  the 

quantity  of  rain  that  haafidlon  in  the  night  by. the  height  of 

his  pond  in  the  yard,  his  server^  as*  it  is  called  in  some 

places.) .  a  word  either  abbreviated  from  the  Fr.  reservoir^  or 

denominated  so  from  its  use  in  serving  the  family.     Hi» 

compass  is  the  smoke  of  his  chimney ;  hut  his  barometer, 

besidei^  certain  natural  inferences  that  he  makes  from  the 

sporting  of  his  sbeepy  or  the  ftying  of  the  martins  and^wal^ 

liows,  u  m<Mro  artificial^  for  ho  has  either  a  black  line  gradO*" 

ated  on  the  wall  of  his  house,  with  a  long  string  stretched 

acsKMft  it,  ogrj/L  Florenco  flask  with  the  mouth  downward  in  a 

viak  of  wateiu    Thei  chiKMiometer  is  an  hour  glass,  which  he 

yegula^lea  oooe  in^  two  or.  three  days  by  a  line,  which  the 

shadow  of  hia  door«post  nel^r  ikils  to  touch,  at  such  au 

.  boor,  wkcA  the  suq  fhinos.    He.  has  a  method  also  of  mak* 


'*^i6        Anecdote  bfiwt  Qff^ctrs  who  felt  t>ef(ore  iueteCi, 

ing^aguess  at  the  lengthierting  6f  shoftening  of  flie  days^ 
concerning  which  he  has  a  sayings  that  1  bcliete  k  T^^y 
'general  all  dver  Englandx 

At  new  yeai^s  tidcJ, 

They  are  lengthened  a  ddcfe*s  stride; 

Every  body  knows  the  meaning  of  this  saying^  to  irtfj 
that  it  intends  to  express  the  lengthening  of  the  Says  in  si 
small,  but  perceptihie  degree >  o^tveryfew^  I  imagine,  ard 
aware  of  .the  eround  and  occasiod  of  it;  whi(!h  is:  the  less 
tabe  tvotldereaat^  since  there  is  something  tincommofi^  and 
seemingly  improper,  in  applying  long  mea^re^  inclfes  and 
feet  to  time.  But  the  countryman  knows  what  he  says,  and^ 
as  I  take  it,  borrows  his  ijea  from  hence  :  at  th"^*v(^inter  sol- 
stice, he  obsen^es  where  the  shadow  of  the  tipper  lintel  of 
his  door  falls  at  12  d^clock,  and  makes  a  mark;  At  new 
year's  day,  the  sun  being  higher,  when  at  the  meridian,  he 
finds  the  shadow  is  come  nearer  the  door  by  four  6r  iSve 
inches,  which  for  rhime's  sake  he  calls  a  cock's  stride,  and 
so  by  that  he  expresses  the  sensible  increase  of  the  day; 
Whei^euppn,  sir,  you  will  pleafee  to  observe,  that^efore 
the  style  was  altered j  which  was  long  after  this  sayipfg  came 
into  use,  the  distance  of  time  was  greater  by  eleven  day^ 
between  thp  solstice  arid  new  year's  day,  than  it  is  ribw ;  and 
consequently,  the  difference,  as  to  the  sun's  altitude,  or  th€f 
length  of  the  day^,  at  those  two  times^  would  be  mOre  per^ 
ceptible  than  ft  is  now*       . 

Yours,   &ca 
1759,  Jirw.  t*.  GemsBGE*  .  - 
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XXXlt  Anecdote  of  two  Officers  who  ftill  before  Quebec, 

Mr.  Urban^  , 

The  following  storvj  which  tntiy  be  depended  on  as  au- 
thentiCv  seems  worthy  to  be  transmitted  to  posterity  in  your 
useful  Magazine. 

.  In  the  $rst  unsuccessful  attack  ori  the  ertertij^*^  intrench- 
ments  near  Gitiebec,  July  31,  Cai>t.  Ocbterlony, '  and  En- 
sign Peyton,  both  of  the  Royal /Americans;  were  lefl 
wounded,  at  a  little  distance  from  -^acV  6ther,  on  the  field 
i  f  battle ;.  the  captain  mortally /but  the  ^n^gh  having'oniy 
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his  knee-pad  shattered.  Soon  after^  aii  Indian  came  run* 
riing  dowtif  in  order  to  scalp  the  former,  i^rhich  the  Ijtttei' 
perceiving,  made  shift  to  ci^wl  to  a  musket,  which  lay  neai^ 
him,  and  Whith,  not  having  beeii  discharged,  he  took  airii 
with  it^  and  shot  the  savage;  The  like  darigfer  thefi  threatened 
him  by  the  approach  of  another  Indian ;  hiny  h<5  wounded 
with  the  bayonet,  but,  as  he  still  persisted^  he  was  forced 
in  a  manner^  to  pin  him  to  the  ground.  At  last  a  grenadier 
came  back  to  the  captain,  in  oirder  t6  carry  him  off  the 
.fi^ld;  which,  howeVer^  he  refused  itil  these  words:  T^m 
art  a  brave  fellow ;  biUyour  kindness  will  he  h^t  on  mti  J  am 
mortally  zvoimdedy  and  the  bayonet,  or  the  sculping  knfft  would 
be  now  <t  mercy:  But  go  yonder  id  Ensign  Peyton  and  carry 
bhnoff';  hejnaylive.  'fhe  soldier  obeyed^  took  lip  the  en- 
sign land  brought  him  off  thi'ough  a  Severe  fire^  by  which, 
they  were  both  slightly  ^Vourided! 

1  shall  make  no  reflections  on  this  .story^  but  leave  yoiil* 
readers  to  c^ompare  it  with  the  following  remarkable  one,  iu 
Caesar^s  Commentaries. 

**  In  one  of  the  legions  were  two  bfave  centiiriotis,  F. 
Piilfio,  and  L.  Varenus,  who  were  perpetually  disputing  the 
superiority,  and  jealously  solicitous  which  sh6ula  have  the 
preference.     Now  when  the  intrenchments  were  vigorously 
attacked,  Pqlfio  cries  out,  fVhy  do  you  hesitate  Varenus  f 
or  what  better  opportunity  Can  you  wish  to  try  your  cburagef 
This,   this  is  the  day  that  shall  end  our  dispute.     Saying  this, 
he  rushed  out  of  the  camp,  and  attacked  that  body  of  the 
enemy  whidh  seemed  to  be  the  strongest.     Nor  did  Varenus 
stav  behind,  but  knowing  that,  his  character  was  now  at 
stake,  followed  at  a  little  distance.  Pulfio  launched  his  javeliii 
at  the  enemy,  and  killed  one  that  was  rushing  upon  him  front 
the  front  rank.     His  body  they  protected  with  their  shields^ 
and  immediately  threw  all  their  darts,  nor  gave  him  any 
opportunity  to  retreat.    Pulfio's  shield  was  pierced,  and  a 
dart  was  lodged  in  his  belt.    This  accident  turned  his  scab- 
bard, and  delayed  him  in  his  attenipt  to  draw  his  sword. 
Being  thu&  embarrassed^  the  enemy  closed  upon  him^  but 
his  antagonist  Varenus  liow  came  to  his  relief  and  sue* 
coured  him  in  his  distress.    Immediately  they  all  turn  upon 
him,  concluding  that  Pulfio  was  pierced  by  the  dai^t    Va- 
l^enus  defended  himself  dexterously  with  his  syord^  fight** 
ing  hand  to  band;  and^  having  killed  one,  the  pther  gave 
Way-,  but  as  he  eagerljr  pursued,  the  ground  bein^  shelving 
he  fell  down ;  here  again  Pulfio  in  return  assisted  him j  and 
both  of  them  having  made  great  slaughter,  came  ba^k  in  safe* 
^y>^aadwkh^la|[fc'«oawlvtathefcu1:ification^  Thus^  ifttheit 
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dispute,  fortune  was  so  impartial,  that  each  of  these  anta- 
gonists protected  anJ  saved  the  other,  nor  could  any  one 
tell  which  of  them  deserved  to  have  the  preference.*'  C(tsaT 
de  Bell  Gall.  V.  43.  . 

1759,  Oct.  A.  B. 


X35XIII.  Remarkable  Anecdote  from  Piety's  History  of  Oxfordshire. 

Soon  after  the  murder  of  Kingf  Charles  1.  a  commission 
ukis  appointed  to  survey  the  king's  house  at  Woodstock, 
with  tnic  manor,  park,  woods,  and  other  demesnes  to  that 
manor  belc^hging^  and  one  Collins,  under  a  feign.ed  name, 
hired  himself  as  secretary  to  the  commissioners,  who,  upon 
the  1 3th  of  October  1649,  met,  and  took  up  their  residence 
^jn  the  king*^  own  rooms;  his  majesty's  bed-chamber  they 
made  their  kitchen,  the  council-hall  their  pantry,  and  the 
p'resehce-chamber  was  the  place  where  they  sat  tor  the  dis- 
patch of  business.     His  majesty's  dining-room  they  made 
their  woodryard,  and  stored  it  with  the  wood  of  the  famous 
royal  oak  from  the  High  Park,  which,-that  nothing  might  be 
left  with' the  name  of  king  about  it,  they  had  dug  up  by  the 
roots,  and  split  and  bundled  4ip  into  fagots  for  their  firing. 
Things  being  thus  prepared,  they  sat  on  the  16th  of  the  same 
month  for  the  dispatch  of  business,  and  in  the  midst  of  their 
first  debate,  there  entered  a  large  black  dog  (as  they  thought) 
which  made  a  dreadful  howling,  overturned  two  or  three  of 
their  chairs,  and  then  crept  under  a  bed  and  vanished;  this 
gave  them  the  greater  surprise  as  the  doors  were  kept  con- 
stantly locked,  so  that  410  real  dog  could  get  in  or  out ;  the 
next  day  their  surprise  was  increased,  when  sitting  at  dinner 
in  a  lower  room,  they  heard  plainly  the  noise  of  persons 
walking  over  their  heads,  though  they  well  knevv  the  doors 
were  all  locked,  a"nd  there  could  be  nobody  there;  presendy 
after  they  heard  also  all  tKe  wood  of  the  king's  oak  brought 
By  pikcels  from  the  dining-room,  and  thrown  with  great  vio- 
lence  into  the  presence  chamber;  as  also  all  thje  chairs, 
stools,  tablet,  and  other  furniture,  forcibly  hurled  about  the 
room ;  their  own  papers  of  the  minutes  of  their  transactions 
torn,  and  the  ink-glass  broken.    When  all  this  noise  had 
some  time  ceased,  Giles  Sharp,  their  secretary,  proposed 
fo  enter  first  into  these  rooms,  and  in  presence  of  the  com- 
missioners, of  whom  he  received  the  key,  he  opened  the 
doors,  and  found  the  wood  spread  about  the  room,  the  chairi 
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tossed   about  and  broken,  the  papers  torn,  the  ink*glass 
-broken  (96  has  been  said)  but  not  the  least  tract  of  any  hu- 
man creature,  nor  the  least  reason  to  suspect  one^  as  the 
doors  were  all  fast,  and  the  keys  in  the  custody  of  the  com- 
missioners.    It  was  therefore  unanimously  agreed,  that  the 
power  who  did  this  mischief,  must  have  entered  the  room 
at  the  key  hole.     The  night  following,  Sharp,  the  secretary, 
with  two  of  the  commissioners  servants,  as  they  were  in  bed 
in  the  same  room,  whifch  room  was  contiguous  to  that  whe>re 
the  commissioners  lay,  had  their  bed's  feet  lifted  up  so  much 
higher  than  their  heads,  that  they  expected  to  have  their 
necks  broken,  and  then  they  were  l^t  fall  at  once  with  so 
much,  violence  as  shook  the  whole  bouse,  and  more  than 
ever  terrified  the  commissioners.    On  the  night  of  the  19th, 
as  all  were  in  bed  in  the  same  room  for  greater  safety,  and 
lights  burning  by  them,  the  candles  in  an  instant  went  out 
with  a  siilphureous  smell,  and  that  moment  many  trenchers 
of  wood  were  hurried  about  the  room,  which  next  morning 
were  found  to  be  the  same  their  honours  had  eaten  on  the 
day  before,  whi6h  were  all  removed  from  the  pantry,  though 
hot  a  lock  was  found  opened  in  the  whole  house.    The  next 
night  they  still  fared  worse,  the  candles  went  out  as  before, 
the  curtams  of  their  honours  beds  were  rattled  to  and  fr6 
irith   great  violence,  their  honours  received  many  cruel 
blows  and  bruises  by  eight  great  pewter  dishes  and  a  num* 
her  of  wooden  trenchers  bemg  thrown  on  their  beds,  which 
being  heaved  off,  were  heard  rolling  about  the  room,  though 
in  the  mornincf  none  of  these  were  to  be  seen.    This  nis%t 
likewise  they  were  alarmed  with  the  tumbling  down  of  oaken 
fcillets  about  their  beds,  and  other  frightful  noises,  but  all 
was  clear  in  the  morning,  as  if  no  such  thing  had  happened. 
The  next  night  the  keeper  of  the  king's  house  and  his  dog 
fey  in  the  commissioners  room,  and  then  they  had  no  dis-^ 
turbance.     But  on  the  night  of  the  22d,  though  the  dog  lay 
in  the  room  as  before,  yet  the  candles  went  out,  a  numbef 
of  brick-bats  fell  from  the  chinmey  into  the  room,  the  doj 
howled  piteously,  their  bed  clothes  were  all  stnpped  off,  ant 
their  terror  increased.     On  the  24th  they  thought  all  tb6 
wood  of  the  king's  oak  was  violently  thrown  down  by  tfieif 
bed-sides,  they  counted  64. billets  that  fell,  ami  some  hit' 
^nd  shook,  the  beds  in  which  they  lay;  but  in  the  morning 
none  were  found  there,  nor  had  the  door  been  opened 
*'Uere  the  billet-wood  vyas  Iccpt.  The  next  night  the  candles 
■  were  put  out,  the  curtains  rattled,  and  a  dreadful  crack  like 
tjiunder  was  heard,  an'd  gne  of  the  servants  running  to  see 
ff  his  inastc'r  were  not' killed,  fouiid  three  doieti  trenchers' 
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Jard  sirioothly  under  the  quilt  by  bin)',  bat  atl  this  was  nothing 
to  what  succeeded  afterwards;  the  29th,  about  jMidnight, 
the  candles  went  out,  something  walked  majestically  through 
.the  room,  and  opened  and  shut  the  windows^  greaf  stones 
were  thrown  violently  into  the  room,  sopie  of  which  fell  on 
^the  beds,  others,  on  the  floors  and  at  about  a  quarter  after 
one,  a  noise  was  heard  as  of  forty  cannon  discharged 
:.together,  and  again  repeated  at  about  eight  minutes  distance. 
.This  alarmed  and  raised  all  the  neighbourhood^  who  coming 
into  their  honours  room  gathered  up  the  great  stones,  four- 
score in  number,  and  laid  them  by  in  the  corner  of  a  field, 
where,  in  Dr.  Plot's  time,  who  reports  this  story,  they  were  to 
be  seen.  This  noise,  like  the  discharge  of  cannon,  was 
heard  through  all  the  country  for  16  miles  round.  During 
these  noises,  which  were  he^rd  in  both  room$  together,  the 
-commissioners  and  their  servants  gave  one  another  over  for 
;Iost,  and  cried  out  for  help;  and  GUes  Sharp,  snatchmgup 
a  sword,  had  well  nigh  killed  one. of  their  honoyrsi  mistake 
jng  him  for  the  spirit,  as  he  c^e  in  bis  §hirt  fropa  his  owa 
rooni  to  their' s.  Whilethey  were  together  the  noise  Avas  con- 
tinued, and  part  of  the  tiling  of  the  natase  was  stript  off,  and 
all  the  windows  of  an  upper  room  were  taken  away  with  it 
,0n  the  30th^  at  midnight,  something  walked  into  the  cbam^ 
jber  treading  like  a  bear,  it  walked  Qiany  times  about,  thea 
threw  the  warming  pan  violently  on  the  floor;  at  the  same 
tdme  a  large  quantity  of  broken  gjass,  accompanied  with 
great  stones  and  horses  bones  dame  pouring  into  the  room 
with  uncommon  force;  these  were  all  found  in  the  morning 
to  the  astonishment  and  terror  of  the  commissioners,  who 
were  yet  determined  tb  go  on  with  their  business.  But  oi^ 
the  first  of  November  the  most  dreadful  scene  of 'all  ensued; 
candles  in  every  part  of  the  room  were  lighted  up,  and  t 
great  fire  made;  at  midrfight,  the  candles  all  yet  burnings  % 
noise  like  the  burst  of  a  cannon,  was  he^trd  in  the  room,  a^ill 
tWhurningbilletSM^ei^'tdsseci  about  by  it  even  into  their 
l^onour&beds,  wbo^Ued  Giles  and  his  companions  to  their 
feliei^  otherwise  t^e  hou$e  had  be^n  burnt  to  the  ground; 
about  an  houit^^ibi:, -^f^dl^^  as  usual,  the  crack 

as  of  many  canikiu  Was  iieard,  a^  many  pailfuls  of  green 
stinking  water  w«re^^0U^^i^pbci^eir  honours  beds;  great 
stones  were  also  thrown  in  d^  before,  the.bed  curtains  and 
bcdstea^ds  torn  and  broken,  the  windows  shattered,  and  the- 
whole  neighbourhood  alarmed  with  the  most  dreadful  noist^s; 
naj;:,  the  very  fabbit-stealers  that  were  abroad  that  night  in 
tuc  warren  Were  so  terrified,  that  they  fled  for  fear,  and  left 
Uii^ir  ferrete  behind  them.    One  of  their  honours  this  night 
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spoke,  and,  iVi  (he  name^  God^  asked  tt^hat  H  was,  andwh^f^ 
itdisturf^ed  them  sof    No  answer  was  given  to  this,  but  the; 
noise  ceased  for  awhile,  when  the  spirit  came  again,  ^V^ 
as  they  all  agreed,  brought  with  it  seven  devils  worse  tliun  itselfi^ 
One  of  the  servants  now  jighted  a  large  caadle^  and  set  it  in. 
the  door- way,  between  the  two  chambers,  to  see  what pas^ed|; 
and  as  he  watched  it,  he' plainly  saw  a  Koof  striking  tHe 
candle  and  candlestick  into  the  middle  of  the  rooo^  and 
afterwards  making  three  scrapes  over  the  snuff,  scraped  it 
out.     Upon  tbis  the  same  person  was  jo  bold  as  to  draw. a 
sword,  but  he  had  scarcely  got  it  out  when  he  felt  another  in- 
visible hand  had  hold  of  it  too,  and  pulled  with- him  for^it, 
andat  length  prevailing,  struck  him  soviolently*6n  the  head 
with  the  pummel,  that  he  fell  down  for  dead  with  the  blow. 
At  this  inataat  was  beard  another  burst  like  thjerdischlirge'of 
the  broadside  of  a  ship  of  war,  and  at  about  a  uunutc  or  twoV 
distaface  each,  no  less  than  19  more  such;  these  shook  the*. 
house  so  violently?   that  they  expected  every  moment' ItJ 
would  fall  upon  their  heads.    The -neighbours  On  this,  as, 
has  been  said,  being  all  alarmed,  flocked  to  the  house  iii, 
great  numbers,  and  aH  joined  in  prayer  and  psalm-singing,.* 
during  which  the  noise  still  continued  in  the  other  rooriis,. 
and  the  discharge  of  cannons  was  heard  as  from  without, 
though  lio  visible  agent  was  seen  to  discharge  them.    But 
what  was  the  most  alarming  of  ajl,  and  put  an  end  to  their 
proceedings  effectually,  happened  the  next  day  as  they  were 
ail  at  dinner,  when,  a  paper  in  which  they  had  signed     u\U'» 
tual  iagreement  to  reserve  a  part  of  the  premises  out  of  the 
general  survey,  and  afterwards  to  share  it  equally  amongst 
them,  (which  paper  they  had  hid  for  the  present,  under  me 
tetth  in  a  pot  in  one  corner  of  the  room,  and  in  which  an. 
ewmge-tree  grew)  was  consumed  in  a  wonderful  manner,  by' 
ifce  earth's  taking  fire  with  which  the  pot  was  filled,  and, 
kuriiing  violently  with  a  blue  fume,   and  ah   intolerable 
stench,  so  that  they  were  all  driVen  out  of  the  house,  tQ 
^hich  they  could  never  be  again  prevailed  upon  to  return.  . 
This  wonderful  contrivance  was  all  the  invention  of  the 
memorable  Joseph  Collins,   of  Oxford,   othervyise  called 
Funny  Joe,  who  having  hired  himself  for  secretary,  under^ 
the  name  of  Giles  6harp,  by  knqwing  the  private  traps  be-, 
longing  to  the  house,  and  the  help  of  jDu/vw/w/wiVwiw,  and 
other  chemical  preparations,  and  letting  his  fellow  servants' 
wto  the  scheme,  carried  on  the  deceit,  without  discovery  to 
the  very  la?t,  insomuch  that  the  late  Dr;  Plot,  in  his  Natural- 
HisHwry,  relates  the  whole  for  fact,  and  concludes  in  thia 
grave  manner,  "  That  thop^h  tricks  have  been  often  played 
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'in  affairs  of  this  kind^  many  of  th^  things  above  rel^tedai;^. 
tfot  reconcileable  with  juggling;  such  as,  the  loud  noises 
beyond  the  power  of  man  to  ipake,  without  such  instruments 
as  were  not  there;  the  tearing  and  breaking  the  beds;  .the 
throwing  about  the  fife ;  th6  hoof  tVeading  out  the  candle.; 
and  the  striving  for  the  sword,  and  the  blow  the  man  received 
from  the  pummef  of  it.** 

1762,  /fc*. 


XXXIV.  Harvt/s  Discoy^ry  of  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood. 


Mr.  Urban, 


Skmderlandy  Jitne  26,  1702. 


I  THOUGHT  the  glory  of  discoverin^g  the  circulation  of  tb^. 
Blood  had'ilow  been  universally  given  to  our.  inunortal 
countryman  Dr.  Harvey,  and  that  the  malice  of  his  opponents 
was  entirely  forgotten,  and  sunk  into  deserved  oblivion.  Bu( 
i^  is  with  pariicular  regret  that  I  find  so  respectable  and  emi- 
lient  an  author  as  Dr.  Astruc' employed  in  raking  together, 
the  objections  of  Vander  Linden^  Almelooven,  and  others, 
.\^hich  have  been  long  since  fully  answered  and  exploded. 

For  th6  sake  of  such  of  your  readers  as  may  not  be  ac* 
quainted  with  the  affair,  I  shall  endeavour  to  give  a  fair  stat^ 
of  these  objections,  and  vindicate  the  memory  of  that  in- 
comparable man  from  the  depreciating  spirit  which  so^ie^ 
^nviou^  and  malevolent  foreigners  have  shewn  against  him. 

In  the  year  1628,  Dr.  Harvey  pubUshed  his  Exerciiatu> 
Aiiatomica  de  motu  Cordis  et  Sanguinis  in  AnirivilibiLs.    No 
sooner  did  it  appear,  than  all  the  anatomisis  in  Europe  set 
thedVselves  to  oppose  or  defend  the  doctrine  which  he 
thereto  advanced;  and  this,  by  the  bye,  must  surely  be. 
allowed  one  strong  proof  of  its  novelty.     Some  of  his  oppo- 
nents'entirely  denied  the  truth  of  the  discovery,  because 
many  passages  in  the  ancients,  of  which,  indeed,  they  might 
Collect  great  numbers,  flatly  contradicted  it.     Others  pre- 
tended to  find  absurdities  and  contradictions  in  it,  and  wt^en 
they  were  beat  from  these  weak  holds,^  they  had  recourse  to, 
^eir  last'fort,  and  boldly  charged  him  witp  stealing  bis  DO-r 
^le  discovery  from  f;hose  very  ancicints  whose  authority  ha4 
juk  been  alledged  against  him.'    Thus  Vander  Lindei)  will 
give  it  to  Hippocrates, 'Plat9,  Aristotle,  ErasistraJ;us,  EJinesiufif 
or,  in  sljprtV  to  any  body  esfcept  tl^e  Qnly  man  m  the  W<»W 
whQ  was  able  to  make  it. 
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It  would  wasj:^  time  to  give  all  their  reasons;  but  it  5ur^ 
prises  me  to  find  thejudicicfus  and  learned  Spon  inclining 
the  same  >yay.     Hippocrates  says*  'H  T^o<pi  U  t^»x«?»  ^  ^  •"*'• 

ia'x,a,rvi<;  Iwtfairii*}^  hhroirv^^  Upon  tbis,  M.  8pori  observes,  Cir-' 
culaiionem  sanguinis  hoc  saculo  ab  Harvaeo  detectdrn  non  tatw 
tsse  ynagniim  Hippocratem  fextus  hie  evincere  videtur.  Quo^ 
niodo  enim  alimentum^  quo  nomine  sangmnein  intelligify  in  ear- 
timas  usque  corporis  'partesjertm\  et  ah  extemis  ad  interna  re- 
dit  sine  circulari  sanguinis  motu^  At  si  sfiquenfes  aphorismos 
et  20,  sect,  2.  addiderisy  ii  simut  quasi  demonstratiomnn  effici- 
ent :  he  allows,  indeed,  that  the  circulation  is  not  taught  so 
distinctly  as  to  explain  the  impulse  of  the  Blood  through ahe. 
arteries,  and  its  return  by  the  veins;  but  nobody  will  wonder 
at  this,  says  he,  who  considers  that  many  of  the  works  of 
Hippocrates  have  perished,  especially  his  book  of  the  veins 
ana  arteriesf. 

Now  it  poay  be  proved  beyond  contradiction,  from  an  in- 
finite number  of  places,  that  the  divine  old  man  was  totally 
ignorant  of  the  circulation.  If  any  one  doubt  it,  let  him  read 
the  books  De  locis  in  homincy  de  morbo  sacrOy  de  regiminey 
nay,  even  in  his  very  book  de  corde^  where,  if  any  where, 
one  would  expect  to  find  the  circulation,  there  is  not  a  word 
to  the  purpose,  but  many  things  advanced  which  are  directly, 
•opposite  to  that  motion  of  the  blood. 

But  it  is  time  to  come  to  Dr.  Astruo,  who  contents  .him- 
self, I  find,  with  giving  the  glory  of  the  discovery  to 
Michael  Servetus,  Realdus  Columbus,  an4  Andreas  Caesal-. 
pinus.  ^ 

Servetus,  in  his  famous  book  entitled  Chri^ianisyni resti- 
tutio^ of  which  there  is  a  copy  in  the  library  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburghi  compares  the  mystery  of  the  Trinity  to 
the  three  fluids  of  the  body,  namely,  blood,  phlegm,  and 
,  spirit.  He  says  the  blood  being  sent  from  the  right  ventricle 
to  the  pulmonary  artery,  passes  through  the  lungs,  where  . 
it  receives  a  considerable  change,  and.  returns  to  the  left 
auricle,  impregnated  with  9btber,  from  tvhence  it  is  distri- 
buted through  all  the  arteries  of  the  body.  Here  he  plainly 
lemo  I»tb4>  notion  of  Ac  aneicnto,  that  thoJbk)edy  m  pa^siii^ 
through  the  lungs,  \v£ls  elaboi^ted.  and  turned  into  I  kpaw 
Qot  wEat  »ther,  which  was  iforced  ioto.the  arteries  to  nourish^ 


»  De  AHmcntis. 
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enliven,  and  invigorate  the  body^  but  he  does  not  meDtiOA 
PDe  word  (o  inform  us  how  thi$  blood  is  returned* 

Cbiumhus,  iadeedi  who  wa3  pupil  to  the  celebrated' 
Vesalius*,  goes  farther,  and.  in  his  chapter  de  jndmonttM^ 
comes  near  the  *truth  with  respect  to  the  circulation  through 
the  lungs.    He  s^lso  expUin:^  not  only  the  structure,  but 
the  use  too  of  every  part  belonging  to  the  heart,  with  speat'. 
exactness,  excepting  some  small  mistake  about  some  oi  the  * 
talves;  bi^t  he  does  not  at  all  shew  us  how  the  blood  flo^a 
from  the  arteries  to  the  veins,  nor  does  he  seem  tocompre*. 
hend  any  communication  between  then).    For  he  assigns  the 
carrying  of  yital  spirits  only  to  the  arteries,  and  in  his  cb^* 
ter  de  Hepate^  you  will  find  him  a  rank  Qalenist,  relapsing 
into  the  old  ppinipn^  that  the  liver  forces  th^  blood  into  au 

the  parts  of  the  body  • 

.  Csesalbinus  advances  still  fertber,  and  is  very  particular 
concerntne:.tbe  uses  of  the  valves  of  the  heart,  and  gives 
i^ome  good  observations  concerning  the  pulse,  and  the  veins 
swelling  bfetweep  the  Itgatyre  and  the  extremity  upon  beidg 
tied  up;  he  also  has  th^  word  a^io^/omi'^'^,  borrowed,  per* 
haps,  froip  Servetus,  who  h^  used  it;  by  which  he  supposes 
the  native  heat  may  pass  from  the  arteries  to  the  veins  in  the 
time  of  sleep  only,  and  that  it  returns  from  the  veins  intav 
the  arteries  while  we  are  awake,  not  allowing  the  blood  to 
flow  by  a  cont^inued  stream^  or  with  an  equ^l  motion,  but 

going  aiid  returninff  frequently  backwards' and  forwards  iit 
ie  saine.ch^nnel ;  herein  following  Aristotle,  who  compares 
the  motion  of  the  blood  to  the  tides  of  Euripus. 

Thus  far  they  went:  and  Dow  let  me  ask  what  all  this 
amount^  to  ?  Does  it  explain  "  the  circulation  exactly  ^  it  ia 
now  taught  and  believeq  ?**  Can  this  lame,  obscure,  and,  in 
some  respects,  false  account  of  the  motion  of  the  blood,  be 
compared  tq  the  complete,  clear,  and^  just  idea  which  our; 
excellent  cquptryman  gives  us  of  the  circulation.  So  per-- 
feet  and  fi^jl  i^  his  account  of  it,  t^at  no  author  since  his  time 
has,  in  my  opinion,  treated  it  in  so  satisfactory  a  manner,  his 
book  stiji  remaiuing  th€|  best  w€  have  upon  the  subject.. 

*  I  ^m  surprise^  Dr.  Astrae  tbquM  omit  th« ntine  o€  Vctalios  tunoDgtlliit 
4i«coverecs.  That  admirable  anatomist,  io  tha  6th  book  qf  bisinfiooipaiablo  . 
work,  d^  corporis  humani  f^ricot  hat  many  ttricti^res  upon  Galen**  accoontof 
tha,  functioaa  o£.tha>-beaft,  ami  aeems  qoita  dissatiafiad  therewith;  at  the  lama 
time  throwing  o^t  tevara|  noble  hinta  towards  a  discovery  of  the  truth,  Ks 
want  of  subjects  for  dissection  in  Spain,  where  he  was  physician  to  the  Bmpt" 
ror  Charles  V.  and  the  misfprtunts  which  hefel  him>  prd>ably  pre^watcdi  hj^ 
^rom  pursuing  the  subject  and*  porhys^  oompletlns  the  discovery. 
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If  CjM^lpinus^s  espkration  of  the  circulation  be  ds  pcr« 
feet  as  Dr  Astruc  pretends,  bow  could  tbe  bulk  of -anatoroUti 
Uid  pbysiciaRs  remain  quite  in  the  dark  abo\it  it?    Riolanus, 

■^    was  a  I         "  '        '       -   J  •    .1  _  i...!^,  . 

ilia  ana 

public(  ,  _   __ 

forced,  bv  tbe  doctor's  plaiii  and  timple  experimemts,  to 
3rteld  to  tfie  triith,  it  was  with  many  exceptions  and  restric* 
tions.  His  own  notions  of  it  were  entirely  false,  as  may  be 
^een  in  Ukrvevde  circtittttume  Shtnguinis  Exercitatio  prima^ 
addressed  to  Kiol^ius  bim^elf^  although  be  was  no  stranger 
to  Oesalpinus^s  book. 

i  shall  readily  grant  that  Servetus,  Vesalius,  Columbus, 
Csesalpinus,  and  perhaps  others,  bad  some  faint  glimmerings 
of  the  truth,  and  afforded  useful  hints  towards  the  discovery; 
bu^  it  was  reserved  to  our  countryman  alone  to  see  it  himself 
in  the  clearest  light,  and  to  display  it  to  posterity  in  full 
meridian  splendour. 

.  I  wiQ  conclude  in  the  words  of  Boerhaave^,  who  must 
surely  be  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  best  judges  of  this  mat- 
ter. After  giving  an  account  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
h^  ad4s,  Ht^cque  est  ra^lio  circuweunttsjugiter  sanguini&,  cu* 
jfts  inventi  alfsoluta  doctrina,  accurate  explanati  gloria,  imfHor<* 
tale  ciuet  Harvei  jiomcni 

1762,  Jtify.  I.  K 
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In  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  m  person  was  arraigned 
before  Sir  James  t)yer^  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Commoo  Pleas,  upon  aa  indictment  for  the  murder  of  a  man, 
who  dwelt  in  the  sane  parish  with  the  prisoner.  Tbe  first 
witness  against  bim  deposed.  That  on  a  certain  day,  men* 
tioned  by  the  witness  in  the  morning,  as  he  was  going  through 
a  dose,  which  be  particularly  described,  at  some  distance 
irom  the  path,  he  saw  a  person  lying  in  a  condition  that  d^ 
noted  bim  to  be  either  dead  or  drunk ;  that  he  went  to  the 
piutyj  and  found  him  actually  dead,  two  wounds  appearing 
m  his  breast,  and  bis  shirt  and  clothes  much  stained  with 
blood ;  that  tbe  wounds  appeared  to  the  witness  to  have 
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been  givep  by  the  puncture  of  a  fork  or  some  such  instru- 
ment,  and  looking  about  he  discovered  a  fork  lying  near 
the  corpse,  which  he  took  up,  and  observed  it  to  be  marked 
with  the  initial  letters  of  the  prisoner's  name,  the  witness  at 
the  same  time  produced  the  fork  in  court,  which  the  prisoner 
owned  to  be  his,  and  waved  asking  the  witness  any  ques-. 
tions. 

A  Second  witness  deposed,  That,  oh  the  morning  of  the 
day  on  which  th^  deceased  was  killed,  the  witness  had  risen 
early  with  an  intention  to  go  to  a  neighbouring  market-town, 
which  he  named^ — that  as  he  was  standing  in  the  entry  of  his 
owa  dwelling-House,  the  street  door  being  open,  he  saw 
the  prispni^r  come  by,  dressed  in  a  suit  of  clothes,  the  colour 
and  fashion  ot*  which  the  witness  described — -that  he  (the 
witness)  was  prevented  from^  go'^g  ^o  market,  and  that 
afterwards  t^e  first  witness  brought  notice  to  the  town,  of 
the  death,  and  wounds  Of  the  deceased,  and  of  the  priso'ner's 
fbrk  being  found  near  the  corpse — that  upon  this  report  the 
prisoner  wa%  apprehended^  and  carried  before  a  justice  of 
peace,  whpm  n^  named  and  pointed  at,  he  being  tben  pre- 
sent ii)  qpmt— that  he  (the  witness)  followed  the  prisoner  to 
the  justice's  house  and  attended  his  examination,  during 
which  he  observed  the  exchange  of  raiipent  which  the 
prisoner  had  ma(}e,  since  thfe  titoe  when  the  witness  had 
first  seen  him  in  the  morning — that  at  the  time  of  such  ex- 
amination the  prisoner  was  dressed  in  the  same  clotbes  wh^h 
he  had  on  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  and  that  on  the  witness's 
charging  him  with  having  chahgedhis  clothes,  he  gave  se- 
veral shuffling  answers,  and  would  have  denied  it-^thatupon 
tiie  witness's  tnentfohing  this  circumstance  of  the-change  of 
dress,  the  justice  granted  a  warrant  to  search  the  prisoner's 
I)ouse  foi  the  clo|h^s  described'  by  the  wituess  as  bayhag 
been  put  oflF  since  the  pnorning — that;  tlie  witness  attended' 
and  assisted  at  the  search,  and  that  af^er  a  njce  inquiry  for 
two  hours  and  upwards,  tfie  very  clothes,  which  t\^e yi'\^i\e%^ 
had  (Jescribe.d,  were  discovered,  concealed  in  a  straw  bed. — ; 
He  then  produced  jhe  bloody ^^Ipthes  in-court,  which  the^ 
prisoner  owned  to  be  his  clothes,  an4  to  have  b^en  tbrus| 
into  the  straw  bed  with  an  inteption  tp  conceal  them  c^  ap* 
count.of  their  |)eing  bloody. 

1  be  prisoner  also  waved  asking  this  second  mto^s^  ^ny- 
questions. 

A  thi^d  witness  cJ^pQ§ed  tP  bis  h*yi»g  bje^d  tbe  pris<wQer 
deliver  certain  menaces  against  the  deceased,  from  whence 

In  answer  to  which,  the  prisoner  proposed  certain  questions 
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to  th^  court,  leacjing  tp  a  discovery  of  the  oQco^sipn  of  tho 
menacing  expressions  deposed  to,  and  from  the  witness's 
answer  to  those  questions,  itappejared,  that  the  deceased 
liad  first  menaced  the  prisoner. 

The  prisoner  being  called  upon  to  make  his  defence,  ad^ 
dressed^the  following  narration  to  the  court,  as  containing  all 
he  knew  coucerniiig  fhe  manner  and  circumstances  of  the 
death  of  the  deceased,  viz.  /*  That  he  rented  a  close  in  the 
^ame  parish  with  the  deceased,  and  that  the  deceased  rented 
another  close  adjoining  to  it — that  the  only  way  to  his  own 
close  was  through  that  of  the  deceased,  and  that  on  the  day 
*tlie  inurderin  the  indictment  was  laid  to  be^commit'ced,  he 
rose  early  in  the  morning,  in  order  to  go  to  work  in  his 
close,  with  his  fork  in  his  hand,  and  passing  through  the  de-: 
ceased*s  ground,  he  observed  a  man  at  some  distance  from 
the  path,  lying  down,  as  if  dead,  or  drunk;  that  he  thou^jht' 
himself  bound  to  see  what  condition  the  person  was  in,  and 
upon  getting  up  to  him  he  found  him  at  the  last  extremity, 
with  two  wounds  in  his  breast,  from  which  a  great  deal  of 
t>Iood  had  issued — that  in  order  to  relieve  him  he  raised  hini 
up,  and  with  great  difficulty  set  hi»«  in  his  lap — that  he  told 
the  deceased  he  was  greatly  concerned  at  his  unhappy  fate, 
and  the  more  so«  as  there  seemed  to  be  too  much  reason  to 
apprehend  he  had  been  murdered — that  he  entreated  the  de- 
ceased to  discover,  if  possible,  the  occasion  of  his  misfor-^ 
tune,  assuring  him  he  would  *use  his  utmost  endeavours  to'do, 
justice  to  his  sufferings; — that  the  deceased  seemed  to  be  sen- 
sible of  what  he  said,  and  in  the  midst  of  his  agonies,  attempted.* 
as  he  thought,  to  speak  to  him,  but  being  seized  with  a 
ruttling  in  his  throat,  after  a  bard  struggle,  he.  gave  a  dread- 
ful groan,  and  vomiting  a  great  deal  of  blood,  some  of  which^ 
fell  on  his  (the  prisoner's)  clothes,  he  expired  in  his  arms — 
that  the  shock  he  fie^lt  on  account  of  this  accident  was  not  tbC 
DO  expressed,  and  the  rather,  as  it  was  well  known  that  there 
had  been  a  difference  between  the  deceased  and  himself,  on- 
which  account  he  might  possibly  be  suspected  of  the  mur-, 
4er— tba^  he  therefore  thought  it  adyisabfe  to  leave  the  de-^ 
qeased  in  the  condition  he  was,  and  to  take  no  farther  notice^ 
of  the  ipatter — that,  in  the  confusion  he  was  iji  when  he  leftV 
the  place,  he  took  away  the  deceased's  fork,  and  left  hia* 
Own  in  the  room  of  it,  by  the  side  of  the  corpse — that  beihgl 
obliged  to  go  to  his  work,  he  thought  it  best  to  shift  his* 
clothes,  and  thj^t  they  might  not  be  seejij  he  confessed  he-^ 
bad  hidtheqi  in  the  place  where  they  were  found— that  it' 
was  true  he, had  denied  before  the  justice  that  be  bad 
(jhanged  his  9lothcs^  heiog  conscious  that  thi3  was  an  ugly 
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circumstance  that  might  be  urged  a^inst  Him,  and  being 
wmilling  to  be  brought  into  trouble,  if  he  could  help  it — 
and  concluded  his  story  with  a  solemn  declaration  that  he 
had  related  nothing  but  the  truth,  without  addingor  dimin- 
isbbgone  tittle,  as  he  should  answer  it  to  God  Almighty." 
Being  then  called  upon  to  produce  bit  witnesses,  the  pri- 
soner answered  with  a  steady  composed  countenance  and  re- 
tiolutioa  of  voice,  He  had  no  zvitness  but  God  and  his  owncpn^ 
science. 

The  judge  then  proceeded  to  deliver  his  charge,  in  which 
J  be  pathetically  enlarged  on  the  heinousness  of  the  crime,  and 
laid  great  stress  on  the  force  of  the  evidence,  which,  although 
drcum^tantial  only,  he  declared  he  thought  to  be  irresistible, 
and  little  inferior  to  the  most  positive  proof — that  the  prisoner 
had  indeed  ^ooked  up  a  very  plausible  story,  but  if  sucb„ 
or  the  like  allegations,  were  to  be  admitted,  in  a  case  of  thi^^ 
tind,  no  murderer  would  ever  be  brought  to  justice,  such 
blogdy  deeds  being  generally  perpetrated  in  the  darkj^  and 
with  the  greatest  $ecresy — that  the  present  case  was  ex- 
empted, in  his  opinion,  from  all  possibility  of  doubt,  and 
that  they  ought  not  to  hesitate  one  moment  abput  finding; 
the  prisoner  guilty. 

The  foreman  begged  of  his  lordship,  as  this  was  a  case  of 
life  and  death,  that  the  jiiry  might  be  at  liberty  to  witi>* 
draw,  ^nd,  upon  this  tpotion,  au  officer  was  sworn  to  keep 
the  jury. 

This  trial  came  on  the  first  in  the  morning,  and  the  judge 
having  sat  till  nine  at  night,  expecting  the  return  of  the 
jury,  at  last  sent  an  officer  to  inquire  if  they  were  agreed  in 
their  verdiiit,  and  to  signify  to  them  that  his  lordship  would 
wait  no  longer  for  them.   Some  of  them  rl^tumed  for  answer 
that  eleven  of  their  body  had  been  of  the  same  mind  from  the* 
itrsty  but  that  it  was  their  misfortune  to  have  a  foreman  that 
proved  to  be  a  singular  instance  of  the  most  inveterate  ob« 
stinacy,  who  having  taken  up  a  different  opinion  from  them,'- 
was  unalterably  fixed  iri  it    The  messenger  was  no  sooner 
returned,  but  the  complaining  liieifnbers,  alarmed  at  the 
thoughts  of  being  kept  under  confinement  all  the  night,  and' 
despairing  of  bringing  their  dissenting  brother  over  to  their 
own  way  of  thinking,  agreed  to  accede  to  his  opinion,  and 
having  acquainted  him  with  their  resolution,  they  sent  an 
ofBcer  to  detain  bi>  iOrd^hip  a  fbw  minutes,  and  theii  went' 
into  court,  and  by  th^ir  forematl  brought  iii  the  prisoner  not  - 
guilty.    His  loruship  c«Mld  not  he^  expressing  the  greatest  * 
sunrise  and  indignation  at  thi^  unexpecfteove^fct^  ahd/« 
after  giving  the  jury  a  severe  adoiOQition^  he  i^feseiS  *t,<i* 
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record  the^  verdict,  and  ^entthe^m  back  again,  with  dtflc^ 
lions  that  they  should  be  locked  up  all  night,  without  fire  or 
candle.  The  whole  blame  was  puplicly  laid  on  the  foremaa 
by  the  rest  of  the  roembers,  and  they  spent  the  night  in 
loading  him  with  reflections,  and  bewailing  their  unhappy 
fate  iti  being  associated  with  so  hardened  a  wretch  ^--but  he 
remained  quite  inflexible,  constantly  declaring  he  woai4 
suffer  death,  rather  than  change  his  opinion. 

As  soon  as  his  lordship  came  into  court  the  next  morning, 
he  sent  again  to  the  jury,  on  which  all  the  eleren  members 
Joined  in  requesting' their  foreman  to  go  again  into  courts 
assuring  him  they  would  adhere  to  their  former  verdict, 
whatever  was  the  consequence,  and,  on  being  reproached 
with  their  former  inconstancy,  they  promised  never  to  desert, 
or  recriminate  upon  their  foreman  any  more — Upon  these 
assurances,  they  proceeded  into  court,  and  again  brought 
in  the  prisoner  not  guilty.  The  judge,  unable  to  conceal 
his  rage  at  a  verdict  which  appeared  to  him  in  the  most  ini- 
quitous light,  reproached  them  with  the  severest  censures, 
and  dismissed  them  with  this  cutting  reflection,  That  the 
blood  of  the  deceased  lay  at  their  doo7\ 

The  prisoner,  on  his  part,  fdi  on  bis  knees^  and  with  up* 
lifted  eyes  and  hands,  wanked  God  for  his  deliverance,  and 
addressing  himself  to  the  judge^  cried  out,.  You  see^  my 
Lord^  that  God  and  a,  good  conscipue^arc  the  best  of  witnesses.    . 

These  circumstances  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  mind 
of  the  judge,  and,  as  soon  as  be  was  retired  from  court,  he 
^entered  into  discourse  with  the  high  sherifi^  upon  what  had 
passed,  and  particularly  examined  him  as  to  his  knowledge 
pif  this  leader  of  tfa(f  jury.  The  answer  tliis  gentleman  gave 
his  lordship  was,  that  he  bad  been  acquainted  with  hini 
many  years — that  he  had  an  estate  of  his  gwn  of  above  50L 
per  annuni,  and  that  he  rented  a  very  considerable  farm 
oesides — that  be  never  knew  him;  ch^rjged  with  an  ill  action, 
a^d  that  he  w^  universally  esteemed  in  bia. neighbourhood. 

For  further  information  ms  lordship  likewise  sent  for  the 
minister  of  the  parish,  who  mve  the  same  fiivourable  ac* 
count  of  bis  parishioner,  witn  this  addition,  that  he  was  a 
constant  churchmao,  and  a  devout  communicant. 

These  accounts  rather  increased  bis  lordship's  pe^lexity, 
from  which  h^  could  think  of  no  espedie.nt  to  deliver  bim« 
$elf,  but  by  having  a  conference  in  private  with  the  only 
person  who  could  give  him  satisfastipu.  This  he  desired 
the  sheri^  to  procure,  who  readily  ofibred  his  service,  and  * 
without  delay  brought  about  the  desired  interview. 

UppQ  the  juryman*!  being  introd\ice4  to  the  judge,  his 
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RSrtfship  and  he  retired  into  a  closet,  where  Fiis  lordship 
2>penea  his  reasons  for  desiring  that  visit,  making  no  scruple 
of  acknowledging  the  uneasiness  he  was  under,  and  conjur^ 
Jng  his  visitor  frankly  to  discover  his  reasohs  for  acquitting 
the  prisoner.  The  juryman  returned  for  answer  that  he  haq 
infficient  reasons  to  justify  his  conduct,  and  that  he  was 
neither  afraid  nor  ashamed  to  reveal  them,  but  as  he  had 
hitherto  locked  them  up  in  his,  own  breast,  and  was  undef 
BO  compulsion  to  disclose  them,  he  expected  his  lordship  . 
would  engage  upon  his  honour  to  keep  what  he  was  about  to 
Mnfold  as  secret  as  he  hiniself  had  done;  which  his  lordship 
having  promised  to  do,  the  juryman  then  proceeded  to  give 
his  lordship  the  following  account :  "  That  the  deceased  be- 
ing  tytheraan  of  the  parish  where  he  (the  juryman)  lived,  be 
fcad  me  morning  of  his  decease,  been  in  his  (the  jury raan^sj 
g^rounds  amongst  his  corn,  and  had  done  him  great  injustice, 
by  taking  more  than  his  due,  and  acting  otherwise  in  a  most 
sirbitrary  manner.  That  when  he  complained  of  this  treat- 
ment, he  had  not  only  been  abused  witn  scurriloiis  language, 
,  but  that  the  deceased  had  likewise  struck  at  him  several 
times. with  his  fork,  and  had  actually  wounded  him  in  two 
places,  the  scars  of  which  wounds  be  then  shewed  his  lord- 
ship—that the  deceased  seeming'  bent  on  mischief,  and  he 
(the  juryman)  having  no  weapon  to  defend  himself,  had  no 
other  way  to  preserve  his  own  life,  but  by  closing  in  with" 
the  deceased,  and  wrenching  the  fork  out  of  his  hands,^ 
which  having  effected,  the  deceased  attempted  to  recover 
the  fork;  and  in  the  scuffle  received  the  two  wounds,'  which 
had  occasioned  his  death — that  he  was  inexpressibly  con- 
corned  at  the  accident,  and  especially  when  the  prisoner 
was  taken  up  bn  suspicion  of  the  murdei'-T-that  the  formed 
assizes  being  but  just  over,  he  was  unwilling  to  surrender 
himself,  and  to  confess  the  matter,  because  his-  farm  and 
affairs  would  have  been  ruined  by  his  lying  in  a  gaol  so  long 
— that  he  was  sure  to  have  been  acquitted  on  his  trial,  for 
l^t  he  had  consulted  the  ablest  lawyers  upon  the  case,  \vhq 
had  all  agreed,  that  as  the  deceased  had  been  the. aggressor, 
He  would  only  be  guilty  of  riiaa-slaughter  at  the  most — that  it 
was  true  he  had  suffered  greatly  in  his  own  mind  on  the 
prisoner's  account,  but  being  well  assured  that  imprisonment 
if'ould  be  of  less  ill  consequence  to  the  prisoner  than  to  Him- 
s'elf,  lie  had  suffered  the  law  to  take  its  course — that  In  order 
to  render  the  prisoner's  confinetfient  as  easy  to  him'  as  pos- 
sible, he  had  given  him  every  kind  of  assistance,  and  had" 
wholly  supportedhis  family  ever  since — that  in  order  to  gef 
Km  cieareU  of  the-  cb-ar.<^e'iaiAa;?ainSt  hiiiis  lie  coiiia  tliTnk 
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of  no  other  expedient  than  that  of  procuring  himseVf  to  b^ 
summoned  on  the  jury,  and  set  at  the  head  of  them,  whick 
with  great  labour  and  expence  he  had  accomplished,  having 
all  along  determined  in  his  own  breast,  rather  todie  himself 
than  to  suffer  any  harm  to  be  done  to  tlie  prisoner. 

His  lordship  expressed  great  satisfaction  at  thi6  accoonl^ 
and  after  thanking  him  for  it,  and  making  this  farther  stipii* 
lation,  that  in  case  his  lordship  should  happen  to  stirvire  hiiil^ . 
he  might  then  be  at  liberty  to  relate  this  story,  tixatit  miglft 
be  defivered  down  to  posterity,  the  conference' b«>ke  up.  v 

The  juryman  lived  15  years  afterwards ;  the  jitdg'ft  inquir- 
ed after  him  ev^ry  year,  and  happening  tq  survire  him,  d^ 
livered  the  above  relation.    .  :...>; 

'    1763,  Nov. 
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The  following  letter  relates  principally  to  the  Sheep  and 
Sheep  Walks  of  Spain;  it  contains,  however,  many  other 
very  curious  particulars  relating  to  the  &CQ  of  the  country 
and  its  product  and  contents,  the  revenuies  of  the  king,  the 
character  of  the  ecclesiastics,  and  the  economy  of  a  pastoral 
life. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

A  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  Spain  to  Mr.  Peter  CoUinsori, 

F.  Ii«  S, 

There  are  two  kinds  of  Sheep  in  Spain.  The  poarse  wooU 
ed-sheep  who  remain  all  their  lives  in  their  native  country, 
and  who  are  housed  every  night  in  winter;  and. the  fin^ 
wooled  sheep^  who  are  all  their  lives  in  the  open  air,  who 
travel  every  summer  from  the  cool  mountains  of  the  northern 
parts  of  Spain,  to  feed  all  the  winter  on  the  southern  wariu 
plains  of  Andalousia,  Mancha,  and  Extramadura.  Froi» 
computations  made  with  the  utmost  accuracy,  it  has  appear* 
ed,  that  there  are  5  millions  of  fine  wooled-sheep  in  Spain, 
^nd  that  the  wool  and  flesh  of  a  flock  of  ten  thousand  sheep 
produced  yearly  about  24  reals  a  head,  which  we  will  sup- 
pose to  be  nearly  the  value  of  12  English  sixpences;  of  these 
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but  one  goes  clear  a-bead  to  the  owner  yearly,  Airee  six- 
pences a-head  go  yearly  to  the  king,  ^nd  the  other  e\g\it 
go  to  the  expences  of  pasture^  tytheS|  shepherds^  dogs, 
i»alt,  shearing,  &c. 

Thus  the  annual  product  of  the  5  millions  of  sheep  amounts 
t6  37  millions  and  a  half  of  sixpences,  a  little  more  or  less, 
of  which  there. are  about  3  milhons  and  ahalf  for  the  owners ; 
above  15  millions  enter  into  the  treasury,  and  7  millions  and 
a  half  ^o  to  Ae  benefit  of  the  public.  Hence  it  is  the  kings 
^  Spain  <uili  these  flocks  in  their  ordinances^  the  precioiu 
japel  <f  the  crewn. 

.  Formerly  this  jewel  was  really  set  117  the  crown,  a  succes- 
sion of  many  kings  were  lords  of  all  the  flocks  ;  hence  that 
l^eat  number  of  ordinances,  penal  bws,  privileges,  and  im» 
guunities  which  issued  forth  in  different  reigns  for  the  preser- 
vation and  special  government  of  the  sheep.  Hence  a  royal 
council  was  formed  under  the  title  of  the  council  of  the* 
grand  royal  flock>  which  exists  to  this  day,  though  ibe  kin? 
has  not  a  single  sheep*  Various  exigencies  of  state,  in  diN 
ferent  reigns^  aHenaied  by  degrees  the  whole  grand  Bock 
firom  the  crown,  together  with  all  its  privileges,  which  were 
collected  and  published  in  the  year  1731,  under  tbe  title  of 
the  laws  of  the  royal  flock  ;  a  volume  in  large  folio  of  aboTe 
500  pages. 

The  wars  and  wants  of  Philip  the  first'is  reign  forced  that 
king  to  sell  40,000  sheep  to  the  Marquis  of  Iturbieta,  which 
was  the  last  flock  of  the  crown. 

Ten  thousand  sheep  compose  a  flock,  which  is  divided  into 
tea  tribes.  One  man  has  the  eonduct  of  all.  He  must  be 
the  Owner  of  4  or  500  sheep,  strong,  active,  vigilant,  intel- 
ligent inr  pasture,  in  the  weather,  and  in  th^  diseases. of 
sheep.  He  has  absolute  dominion  over  50  shepherds  and  50 
dogs,  five  of  each  to  a  tribe.  He  chopses  them,  he  chas- 
tises them,  or  discharges  them  at  will ;  he  is  the  propositus 
or  chief  shepherd  of  the  whole  flock.  :  You  may  judge  of 
his  importance  by  his  salary,  h^  has  401.  a  year  and  ahorse, 
whereas  the  first  shepherd  of  a  tribe  has  but  40s.  a  year,  the 
iecond  34s.  the  thirq  25s.  the  fourth  15s.  and  ahoy  10s.  a. 
tear.  AH  their  allowance  is  two  pounds  of  bread  a  day  each. 
They  may  keep  a  fev^  goats  and  sheep  in  the  flock,  but  the 
.wool  is  for  the  master;  thev  have  only  the  lambs  and.  the 
ftesh.  The  chief  shepherd  gives  them  3s.  in  April,  and  3Sr 
in  October,  by  way  01  regale  for  the  road  ;  and  the^e  are  all 
the  sweets  these  miserable  wretches  enjoy.  Exposed  every 
day  in  the  year  to  all  weathers,  and  every  night  to  lie  in  s 
hut.    Thus  fare  and  thus  live,  generally  to  old  age,  25,000 
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hieh  Who"  clothe  kings  in  scarlet  and  bishops  in  pui^ile ;  tot 
that  is  the  nuniber  computed  to  keep  the  fine-VrooHed  sheep 
of  Spaip,  with  the  same  number  of  dogs  of  the  large  raastiti-* 
kind,  who  are  allowed  two  pounds  of  bread  b.  piece  a  day*  I 
often  saw  these  flocks  in  the  summer  sheep  walks  of  the  hills 
^nd  vales  of  Leo,  Old  Castile,  Cuenca,  and  Aragon.     I  saw 
them  in  their  winter  plains  ofMancba,  Extramadufa,  and 
Andalousia;    I  often  met  them  in  their  peregrination  fironk 
the  one  to  the  other.    I  saw  and  I  saw  again.     One  eye  is 
worth  a  hutidred  ears*    I  inquired,  I  obserV(^d,  and  eyei!i' 
tnade  experiments.    All  this  was  done  f^hen  I  happily  got: 
acquainted  ivith  a  good  plain  old  Friar,  who  had  a  consum-* 
mate  knowledge  oi  ail  the  mechanical,  low,  minute  circum- 
stances and  ceco'nomy  of  a  flock.    His  told  me  that  he  was. 
the  son  of  a  shepherd^  that  he  had  followed  15  long  years 
the  tribe  of  sheep  his  fetfaer  led,  that  at  ^5  years  of  age  h^ 
begged  an  old  primer^  that  at  30  he  could  fead,  that  at  3<^ 
be  had  learned  Latin  enough  to  read  mass  and  the  breviary, 
that  he  was  ordained  b^  Don  Juan  Navarro,  Lord  Bishop  ot 
Albarrazin,  who,  as  it  is  known  even  to  a  proverb  in  Spain* 
has  ordained  thousands,  declaHug  these  40  years  in  a  loud 
vbice,  TAat  a  priest  is  the  most  precums  boon  which  a  bishop 
can  bestow^  in  the  name  cf.Ged^  to  maniindj  even  thimgh  hk 
ii^as  as  unlearned  as  an  apostle.       That  thus  ordained  he  en-^ 
tered  into  the  order  of  St  Francis,  that  he  had  never  med<^ 
died  in  their  aflairs  these  24  years  past,  but  only  said  mass^ 
confessed,tnstructed,and  gave  an  eye  to  about  JOO  wethers  who 
grazed  in  the  neighbouring  downs  for  the  use  of  the  convent; 
that  he  had  read  the  Bible,  the  Lives  of  the  Saints,  and  th^ 
Lives  of^th^  Popes,  with  no  other  view  in  the  world  buttd 
find  out  ali  that  was  said  about  shepherds ;  that  ffood  Abel 
was  die  first  shepherd,  that  ail  the  Patriarchs  were  shepherd  s, 
that  the  meek  shepherd  Moses  was  chosen  to  deliver  the 
people  of  God  out  of  bondi^e,  that  Saul  in  seeking  hisjfa# 
^ers  flockS)  found  a  kingdom ;  that  David  went  otit  fi'oin 
bis  flock  to  slay  the  Philistian  giant ;   that   1400(>  sheep 
^^  the  chief  reward  Job  received  for  his  invincible  patience : 
^at  Isidro,  die  protecting  Saint  of  Madrid,  Was  not,  as  it  is-. 
Vulgarly  believed,   an  husbandman  like  wicked  Cain,  but 
^^  he  was  really  ia  keeper  of  sheep ;  that  the  great  Pope 
Sextos  Quintus  was  verily  and  truly  a  shepherd,  and  not  i 
swiQe«*herd ;  that,  for  his  part^  he  had  forsaken  his  sheep  to 
beconie  a  shepherd  of  men;    He  had  all  these  things  by 
keart,\ust  zis  he  had  all  the  minute  circumstances  of  tfa^ 
8^e^  fie  had  fallowed,  and  this  letter  would  have  been  im- 
perfect; had  I  not  metiiiin; 
TOL.  liu  A  a 
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The  five  millions  of  sheep  pass  the  summer  in  .the  cool 
mountains  and  hills  above  named.  Before  we  begin  their 
itiijeraries  to  their  winter  walks,  let  us  see  how  a  few  flocks 
live  in  a  couple  of  canions^  which  I  will  choose  to  serve  as  ex- 
amples for  all  the  rest.  One  is  the  Montana,  the  other  i« 
Molina  Aragon.  I  select  these  two  for  these  reasons,  be- 
cause I  passed  two  summers  in  one,  and  a  summer  in  the 
other.  One  is  the  most  northern  part  of  Spain,  and  at  the 
greatest  distance  from  the  winter  walks;  the  other  is  toward* 
the  ea^t,  and  the  shortest  journqy  the  sheep  have  to  make. 
One  is  the  highest  and  the  other  the  lowest  summer  walk  in 
^pain,  and  because  one  is  full  of  aromatic  pUnts^  and  the 
other  has  uan^e< 

At  the  extremity  of  Old  Castile,  there  is  a  territory  called 
the  Montana.  It  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The  low  Montana 
Is  that  chain  of  mountains  which  bounds  the  Cantabrian  sea. 
The  city  of  Saiitander  is  its  chief  port,  from  whence  you  as- 
cend southerly  12  long  leagues,  a  succession  of  high,  craggy 
mountains,  to  the  town  of  Reynosa,  in  the  upper  Montaoay 
Vvhicb  ascent  stretches  tliree  leaguel^  more,  and  then  you 
always  descend  about  14  leagues  to  the  city  of  Burgos,  capital  of 
Did  Castile.  Re  vnosa  is  in  the  centre  of  an  open  plain,  sur- 
rounded by  a^  ridge  of  high  moaptains,  at  whose  feet  arc 
low  hills  or  pasture-land :  the  source  of  the  great  river  Ebro 
IS  an  hour's  walk  to  the  west  of  Reynosa.  All  the  spring  raioy 
^nd  snow-waters  of  the  mountains  to  the  north  of  Reynosa, 
run  into  the  bay  of  Biscay.  The  waters  of  the  southern 
chain  are  collected,  tu  the  river  Pisuerga,  which,  runoing 
into  the  river  Duero,  are  carried  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  at 
pporto,  and  all  the  water  that  falls  into  the  plains  of  Reynosa 
runs  with  the  Ebro,  into  the  Mediterranean,  seven  leagoies 
below  the  city  of  TortoSa.  Hence,  we  see  that  the  adjacent 
parts  of  Reynosa,  divide  the  waters  of  three  seaSj  which  lie 
north,  east,  and  west.  Eight  leagues  square  of  this  upper 
Montaila  is  the  highest  land  of  Spain ;  the  mountains  rise  iii 
the  atmosphere  to  the  line  of  congelation.  I  see^now  from 
my  window  this  4th  of  August  that  I  am  writing  this.  Some 
years  ago  there  used  to  fall  so  much  snow,  that  the  people 
yvere  forced  to  dig  lanes  through  the  snow  to  go  to  church  ui 
winter ;  biit  there  has  fallen  little  snow  since  the  Lisbon 
earthouake,  and  some  years  none  at  all.  It  certainly  changed 
the  climates  of  many*^  parts  of  Spain.  No  mail  living  saVf 
nor  heard  hisfather  say  he  saw,  snow  fall  in  or  about  Seville, 
till  the  year  1756,  which  extraordinary  appearance  struck  a 
dread  into  some  convents ;  they  rung  the  bells  to  prayers, 
aiid  made  processiosis  to  appease  the  wrath  of  heaven,  as  if 
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the  falling  flakes  foreboded  the  last,  day.  I  found  many 
plants  only  beginning  tO  flower  here,  which  I  saw  in  seea, 
below  at  Santaoder.  I  remeinber  to  have  sefen  in  Switzer* 
land  all  the  plants,  but  two,  whieb  grow  iti  the  mountainii^ 
faills^  and  plains,  of  Reyndsa,  a  sniail  yellow*flowered  genis^ 
tella,  witn  an  herbaceus^  triangulair  join  ted  stem,  aiid  wild 

foosebeity  bushes.    The  high  mountains  abound  with  oak) 
eech^   birch,  holly;  and  hazel. 

,  Thp  hills  and  plaint  are  fine  pasture  ;  I  never  saw  a  mea«> 
dovir  ill  any  Other  part  of  Spain,  nor  cows  and  horses  feed  on 
hay.    These  mountains  are  formed  of  sand-stone^  lime-^tone^ 
plaster-stone;  (talk)  and  emery-stone^    The  sand^stone  is 
Sit  the  summit  of  the  mountains  and  hills  in  scone,  and  the 
lime-stone  forms  the  body.    You  see  the  contrary  in  othersr^ 
]i>ut  the  sand-stone  abounds,  and  the  plaster  is  always  the 
lowest.     As  for  example,  the  high  mountain  of  Arandillst, 
which  is  about  a  small  league  north  of  the  town,  is  all  sand-^ 
stone  at  the  summit ;  its  body  is  a:  mass  of  ash-coloured  lime* 
stone;  iii  which  you  find  imprisoned  petrified  Gornua  Ammonia 
and  sc6llop-shells>  and  beds  of  plaster-stone  at  itsr  foot  to- 
wards the  plain,  which  join  to  strata  of  black  marble,  r^ned 
with  ivhtte  and  yellow,  which  is  no  morje  than  a  purer  lime^ 
stoiie  like  all  other  marble,  and  you  find  great  blocks  of 
emery-stone  in  the  plain,  and  on  the  hill  to  the  east  of  Rey- 
liosa,  of  which  I  wul  say  a  word,  because  I  think  its  nature 
is  not  truly  known,  at  least  that  of  emery,  which  the  look- 
ing-glass grinders  of  the  Kings  fabrick.  at  St.  lidefonso  say  is 
the  mostbitiogemerythey  ever  nsed,  andlneyer  sawany  othei: 
in  its  native  noatrix.    That  iron  has  been,  and  is  nowj  in  a 
fluid  state^  percolating  through  the  earth,  and  that  it  sub- 
Bides,  chrystalises^  or  is  precipitated  to  form  different  bodies, 
is  demonstrated  by  the  black  snd  red  bloodstone,  [hematites] 
by  some  beautiful  stalactites  which  are  almost  pure  iron ;  by 
•the  eagle-stone;  by  figured  pyrites  ;  by  native  vitriol,  and 
by  native  crocus.     When  this  fluid  iron  penetrates  a  rock  of 
sand-stone  and  only  stains  the  surface  of  ^ach  grain  of  a 
brownish)  reddish^  or  yellow  colour,  it  is  only  sand  and  cro- 
cus.   But  when  this  fluid  iron,  joined  with  the  chrystaline 
tnatter  in  a  fluid  state  in  the  very  act  of  the  chrystalisation 
of  each   grain,  of  sdnd>  incorporates  with  it,  increases    its 
weight  and  hardness^    it  is  emery.    The  earths  of  the  moun- 
tains and  hills  are  of  the  nature  of  the  rock  below.     If  it  be 
lime-stone,  the  soil  cast  into  any  acid  liquor  will  boil  up  with 
a  violent  efl^ervescence  and  the  acid  wiil  dissolve  it.     If  the 
rock  below  be  sand-stone,   plaster-^stone,    or  emery,    the 
eauhflf.ctf  the  hill  or  mountain  will  remain  quiet  in  the  acid ; 

Aa2 


359  On  the  Sheep  tValks  in  Spairi, 

t}iere  is  fto  eflFervescenee  nor  d'lssolution.  I  often  observed 
that  when  the  rocks  below  are  mixed^  (calcary  aiid  non-cal-* 
carjr,)  the  soil  of  the  surface  is  of  a  mixed  nature  too^  and  t 
always  found  the  action  of  the  acid  to  be  weak  or  strong 
upon  these  earths,  in  proportion  to  the  stone  that  abounds. 
The  fanners  iiave  fpund  out  by  experience  the  genius  of 
these  two  simple^  and  even  the  mixt,  soils ;  they  know  that 
corn  grows  best  in  the  sod  that  covers  the  lime-stone^  that 
the  mixed  requires  much  manure,  and  that  the  dee}>  fat 
clayey  soil,  which  covers  the  sand-stone  must  have  more 
|kloUghine»  and  other  labour  than  the  farmer  can  afford,  and 
i^orn*Uindand  calcariousor  lime^stone  land,  are  synonimous 
terms,  in  this  countrjr.  These  rocks  and  earths  would  be 
improperly  mentioned  in  a  letter  upon  wool,  was  it  not  that 
the  sheep  find  out  the  nature  of  these  three  soils  as  sure  as 
farmers  and  acids. 

The  first  thing  the  shepherd  does  when  the  flock  returns 
from  the  south  to  their  summer  downs,  is  to  give  them  as 
much  salt  as  they  will  eat ;  every  owner  allows  his^  flock  of  a 
thousand  shdep  100  aroves,  or  25  quintals  of  salt,  which  the 
flock  eats  itt  about  5  months ;  they  eat  none  in  their  journey 
cor  in  their  mnter  Walk.    This  has  ever  been  die  custom, 
and  it  is  the  true  reason  why  the  Kin^  of  Spain  cannot  raise 
the  price  of  salt  to  the  height  it  is  in  France,  for  it  would 
tempt  the  shepherds  to  stint  the  sheep,  which,  it  is  believed, 
would  weaken  their  constitutions  and  degrade  the  wool  The 
shepherd  places  50  or  €0  flat  stones  at  about  five  steps  dis-> 
tance  from  each  other,  he  strews  salt  upon  each  stone,  he 
leads  the  flock  slowly  through  the  stones,  and  every  sheep 
eats  to  his  Uking.    But  then  they  never  eat  a  grain  of  salt 
when  they  are  feeding  in  lime-stone  land,  whether  it  be  on 
the  grass  of  the  downs,  or  on  the  little  plants  of  the  corn- 
fields after  harvest-home.    The  shepherd  must  not  suffer 
them  to  stay  too  long  without  salt,  he  leads  them  into  a  spot 
of  [argfillaceous]  clayey  soil  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour^s 
feeding  they  march  to  the  stones  and  devour  the  salt*    If 
they  meet  a  spot  of  the  mixed  soil,  which  often  hafipens^ 
they  eat  salt  in  proportion.  Ask  the  shepherd  why  the  sheep 
eat  no  salt  in  limestone  §oil,  and  butlittlein  the  mixed? 
because.  Sir,   it  is  corn  land.    I  know^  and  indeed^  who 
does  not  know,  that  lime  abounds  in  saline  matter ;  but  then 
the  salt  which  chymists  extract  firom  it  may  not  be  the  ge- 
nuine salt  of  the  (ime-stone  before  calcination,  jbr  the  fire 
may  form  new  combinations.    It  may  be  sea  salt,  or  at  least 
the  muriatic  acid  which  rises  in  the  vegetation  of  grass,  and 
satisfies  the  sheep's  taste  for  salt.  The  latter  end  of  July  tdbe 
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rams  are  turned  into  the  tribe  of  ^wes,  regulated  ^t  six  0|r 
seven  rams  for  every  hundred  ;  when  the  shepherd  judges 
they  are  served,  he  collects  the  rams  into  a  separate  tribe  to 
feed  apart ;  but  then  there  is  another  tribe  of  rams  that  feed 
apart  too,  and  never  serve  the  ewes,  but  which  are  merely 
for -wool,  and  for  the  butchery;  for  thoiigh  the  wool  and 
flesh  of  wethers  are  finer  and  more  delicate  ths^n  tho^e  of 
ranis,  yet  the  fleece  of  a  ram  weighs  more  than  the  fleece  o^ 
ja.  wether,  who  is  likewise  shorter  lived  than  the  ram,  which 
compensation  is  the  reason  there  are  so  few  tribes  of  wc-e 
tellers  in  the  royal  flock  of  Spain.    The  fleeces  of  three  raip$ 
j^nerally  weigh  25lbs.;  t^ere  must  be  the  wool  of  four  we- 
thers and  that  of  five  ewes  to  weigh  25lbsJ    There  is  the 
name  disproportion  in  their  lives,  which  depend  upon  their 
teeth,  for  when  they  fail  they  cannot  bite  the  grass,  and 
they  are  condemned  to  the  knife ;  the  ewes*  teeth,  from  their 
tender  constitutions  and  the  fatigue  of  breeding,  be^in  to 
fiiil  after  five  years  of  age  ;  the  wethers  after  six,  and  the 
fobust  ram  not  till  towards  eight,     Jt  is  forbidden  to  expose 
rams'  flesh  to  sale,  but  t^hie  law  is  eluded  ;  they  cut  the  old 
rams,  and  ^  soon  as  the  incision  is  healed,  they  are  sold  to 
the   butchers  at  a  lower  price  0ian  course  wooled  wethers  ^ 
that  is  the  reason  such  bad  mutton  }s  generally  eaten  in 
Madrid,  and  that  is  the  reason  there  are  more  rams  and  fewe? 
Iambus  stones  sold  and  eaten  every  d^y  in  thp  year  in  Madrid, 
than  in  the  rest  of  Europe. 

At  the  latter  fend  of  September  they  puj  on  the  redding 
or  ochre;  it  is  a  ponderous  irony  earth,  comi^ion  in  Spain  ; 
the  shepherd  dissolves  it  ip  w^ter,  and  ckwih^  fhe  sheep*« 
backs  with  it  from  the  neck  to  the  rump.  It  is^n  old  custom.  , 
Some  say  it  mixes  with  the  grease  of  the  wqql,  ai)d  so  be- 
comes a  varnish  impenetrable  to  the  rain  and  cold  5  others, 
^hat  its  iyeight  keeps  the  wool  do\j'n,  so  hinders  it  from  growv 
ing  loi)g  and  coarse ;  and  pthers,  that  it  acts  4s  aq  absorbent 
^arth,  receives  part  of  the  transpiration,  which  would  fppl  the 
)yQol,  and  make  it  asperou^. 

The  latter  end  of  September  the  sheep  begin  th^ir  ipstrch 
towards  the  low  plains  ^  their  itinerary  is  manned  qut  Ijy  im» 
memorial  custom,  and  by  ordin^ncp^i  find  is  as  well  regu? 
lated  as  the  march  of  troops  They  feed  freely  in  all  the 
WiWs  aiitd  commons  they  pass  through,  but  as  they  must  ne- 
'cessaYily  pass  through  many  cultivated  spots,,  jhe  proprie- 
tors of  them  are  obliged  by  law  to  leave  a  passage  open  for 
Ae  sheep,  through  vineyards,  oliveyards,  com-fielas,  and 
jpasture  land  common  to  towns,  and  these  passages  must  be 
it  least  do  yards  wide,  that  they  may  not  be  too  crowded  ia 
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a  narrow  lane.    These  passages  are  often  so  long  that  the 
poor  creatures  march  6  or  7  leagues  a  clay  to  get  into  the 
open  wilds,  where  the  shepherd  walks  slow  to  let  them  feed 
at  ease  and  rest ;  but  they  never  stop,  they  have  no  day  of 
repose,  they  march  at  least  two  leagues  a  day,  ever  following 
the  shepheray  always  feeding  or  seeking  with  their  heads  to- 
wards the  ground,  till  they  get  to  their  journey's  end,  which, 
from  the  Montana  to  Extramadura,  is  about  1 50  leagues,' 
which  they  march  in  less  than  40  days.  The  chief  shepherd's 
first  care  is  to  see  that  each  tribe  is  conducted  to  the  same 
district  it  fed  in  the  year  before,  and  where  the  sheep  were 
yeaned,  which  they  think  prevents  a  variation  in  the  wool, 
though  indeed  this  requires  but  little  care,  for  it  is  a  noto- 
rious truth  that  the  sh6ep  would  go  to  that  very  spot  of  their 
own  accord.     His  next  care  was  to  fix  the  toils*  where  the 
sheep  pass  the  night,  lest  they  should  stray,  and  fall  into 
the  jaws   of   wolves.       Lastly,    the   shepKerds   make   up 
their  poor  huts  with  stakes,   branches  and  brambles ;  for 
which  end,  and  for  firing,  they  are  allowed  by  the  law  to 
cut  off  one  branch  from  every  tree  :  I  believe  this  to  be  the 
reason  that  all  the  forest-trees  near  the  sheep  walks  in  Spain 
are  as  hollow  as  willow-pollards.    The  roots  of  trees  and  the 
quantity  of  sap  increase  yearly  with  the  branches;  ifyot| 
lop  off  these,  all  the  sap  that  should  go  to  the  annual  pro* 
duction,   and  to   the  nourishment  of  buds,  stems,  leaves, 
flowers,  fruit,  and  growth  of  the  branches,  remains  in  the 
trunk,,  from  hence  stagnation,  fermentation,  and  rottenness. 
Next  comes  the  time  when  the  ewes  begin  to  drop  their 
lambs,  which  is  the  most  toilsome  and  most  solicitous  part  of 
the  pastoral  life.  The  shepherds  first  cull  out  the  barren  from 
the  pregnant  ewes,  which  are  conducted  to  the  best  shelter, 
and  the  others  to  the  bleakest  parti  of  the  district.     As  the 
lambs  fall  they  are  led  apart  with  their  dams  to  another  com- 
fortable spot.    A  third  division  is  made  of  the  last^yeaned 
l^-mbs,  for  whom  was  allotted  from  the  beginning  the  most 
fertile  part,  the  best  soil,  and  sweetest  grass  of  the  down, 
that  they  may  grow  as  vigorous  as  the  first-yeaned,  for  they 
must  all  march  the  same  day  towards  their  summer  quarters. 
The  shepherds  perform  four  operations  upon  all  the  Iambs 
about  the  same  time  in  the  month  of  March,  but  first  they 


^  The  toila  ara  made  of  sparto,  in  meshes  a  foot  wide,  and  the  thickness  of 
»  finger,  so  that  toils  serve  instead  of  hurdles.  The  whole  square  toil  is  light. 
Spafto  is  a  sort  of  rush  which  1>ears  twisting  into  ropes  for  coasting  vessels,  it 
fulm^i  hemp  sinks :  it  is  called  boss  by  the  £ngUsh  sailors. 
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pjiy  the  20th  lamb  ;  the  other  half  tythe  is  paid  in  the  winter.' 
walk.     TThey  cut  off  their  tails  five  inches  below  tlie  rump . 
for  cleanliness.    They  mark  therp  on  the  nose' with  a  hot 
iron.     Tliey  saw  off  part  of  Jtheir  horns  that  ^he  rams  may  * 
neither  hurt  one  anqther  nor  the  ewes.    They  render  impo- . 
Jent  the  lamb^  doomed  for  docije  bellwethers,  \q  walk  at. 
the  head  of  the  tribe ;  they  make  no  incision;  the  shepherd* 
turns  the  testicles  with  his  finger  2Q  times  about  in  tjie  scro- 
tum, till  he  twists  the  spermatic  vessels  as  ^  ropp,  apd'they 
tj^ither  away  withoujf  any  danger, 

A^  soon  as  the  month  or  Apri  f  comes^bout,  whicji  is  the  time  of. 
their  departure,  the  sheep  express,  by  various  uneasy  motions, 
a  remarkable  restlessness,  anjl  strong  desire  to  go  off.    The; . 
sjiepherds  jnust  exert  all  their  vigilanpe  lest  thev  should  es- 
cape, and  it  has  ofuni  happened  that  a  tribe  ha^  stolen  si, 
forced  n^arch  of  three  or  four  leagues  upon  a  sleepy  shep-, 
herd;  but  he  is  sure  tp  find  thep,  for  they  return  exactly 
the  same  way  fhey  caipe,  and  there  are  many  examples  of. 
three  or  four  §ti*ayed  sheep  walking  a  hundred  leagues  tQ. 
the  yery  place  they  feci  in  the  ye'^r  before.     Thus  they  all, 
go  off  towards  their  summer  mountains  in  the  sarue  order  they . 
came,  orily  with  tjii?  difference^  thp  flocks  that  go  to  Leo 
jand  Castile  are  shorn  jn  jhe  road,  where  we  will  stay  a  little  ^ 
to  see  the  apparatus  of  this  operation,  whilst  the  other  flocks, 
march  on  to  Molina  Aragon^    They  begin  to  shear  the  first 
of  May,  provided  the  weather  be  mir,  tor  if  tlie  wool  were 
not  quite  dry,  the  fleeces  which  are  close  piled  ppon  one 
another  would  ferment  and  rot ;  it  is  for  this  reason  that  the 
shearing-houses  are  so  spacious.     J  saw  some  which  cau 
contain  jn  l?ad  weather  20,000  sheep,  aqd  cost  above  5Q00L 
sterlhig  ;  besides,  the  ewes  are  creatures  of  such  tender  con- 
stitutions, that  if  they  were  exposed  immediately  after  shear^ 
ing  to  the  air  of  a  bleak  night,  they  would  all  perish* 

There  are   125  shearmen  employed  to  ^hear  a  flock  of., 
10,000  sjieep  ;  9-  man  shears  12  ewes  a  day  and  but;  8  rams  j 
the  reason  of  this  difference  is,  hot  only  because  the  ram^ 
have  larger  bodies,  stronger  and  more  wool,  but  the  shear- 
pen  dare  not  tie  their  feet  as  they  do  tho^e  of  the  unresist-  , 
ing  ewes.    Experience  taught,  that  thp  bold  rebtlUous  ram 
would  struggle  even  to  suffocatipn  in  captivity  under  the 
shears ;  they  gently  lay  hiip  down,  they  stroke  his  belly, 
^hey  beguile  him  out  of  his  fleece;  a  certain  number  of  sheep 
are  led  into  the  great  shelter-house,  which  is  a  parallelograpci 
pf  4  or  500  feet  long,  and  100  wide,  where  they  remam  all ; 
jiay ;  as  many  as  they  judge  can  be  dispatched  by  the  shefUTi 
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ixien  next  day,  are  drivep  froin  the  shelter-haU  into  a  long 
liarrow,  low  gut,  which  is  called  the'sweating  pkce,  where 
they  remain  all  night,  crowded  as  close  together  as  the  sbep-* 
herd  can  keep  them,  that  they  may  sweat  plentifully,  which^ 
as  they  say,  is  to  soften  the  wool  for  the  shears,  and  oi| 
their  edges.  They  are  led  by  de^ees  in  the  morning^  into 
the  spacious  shearing«hall,  which  joins  the  sweating-room. 
The  shepherd  carries  them  off  as  fest  as  they  are  sl^eared  to 
be  marked  with  tar,  and  as  this  operation  is  necessarily  per- 
formed upon  one  at  a  time,  it  giyes  a  fair  opportunity  to  the 
sJieoherds  to  cull  out  for  the  butchery  all  tne  sheep  of  the 
fioclc  who  have  outlived  their  teeth,  The  sheared  sheep  go 
to  the  fields  to  f^ed  a  little  if  it  be  fine  weather,  and  they 
return  in  the  evening  to  pass  the  night  in  the  yard  before  the 
house,  within  the  shelter  of  the  \yalls,  but  if  it  be  cold  anc) 
cloudy  they  go  into  the  house ;  they  are.uius  brought  by  de- 
grees to  bear  the  open  air,  and  their  first  days  journeys' froni 
the  shearing-house  to  the  mountains,  are  short,  where  we 
will  leave  them  to  conclude  their  annual  peregrination,  and 
go  see  how  fare  the  flocks  of  Molina  Aragon,  which  have  by 
this  time  got  thither ;  but  while  the  n^ule  is  sfaddling,  a  word 
of  the  shorn  wool. 

The  sheep  and  shearers  dispatched,  the  first  thinjg^  done  is 
to  weigh  the  whole  pile  of  wool ;  the  next  is  to  divide  each 
fleece  into  three  sorts  of  wool ;  the  back  and  belly  give  the 
superfine,  the  neck  and  sides  give  the  fine ;  the  breast, 
shoulders,  and  thighs,  the  coarse  wqoI  A  diifferent  price  is 
fixed  upon  these  three  classes,  though  the  general  custom 
is  to  sell  the  whole  pile  together  at  a  mean  price.  ,It  is  sold 
after  it  is  washed,  when  it  is  to  go  out  of  the  kingdom,  or  tQ 
any  considerable  distance  in  it ;  for  as  it  never  loses  less  J:han 
half  its  weight  in  wasjiing,  and  often  more  whea  the  sweatT 
ing  is  violent,  half  the  carriage  is  saved* 

Here  I  see  that  I  have  changed  the  order  I  proposed  in 
setting  out,  for  I  have  followed  the  sheep  from  the  mouur 
^  tains  to  the  plains,  and  back  again,  but  it  is  not  worth 
mending. 

Thirty-one  leagues  S.E.  of  Madrid  and  five  leagues  S.  of 
the  source  of  the  river  Tagus,  is  the  town  of  Molina  Aragon, 
capital  of  a  lordship  of  the  crown,  which  is  12  leagues  wide, 
as  many  long,  and  almost  in  the  centre  of  Spain.  The  high- 
lands  of  this  little  territory  are  covered  with  pine  trees  ;  tne 
low  lands  feed  about  150,000  sheep:  here  I  learnt  some 
truths  which  prove  that  the  tliree  following  opinions  sboulc( 
be  ranked  amongst  vulgar  errors. 
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1.  That'shepp  e^t  and  love  j^romatic  plants,  and  that  the 
flesh  of  those  that  feed  on  hills  where  $weet  herbs  abound 
has  a  fine  taste. 

2.  That  salt  springs  are  not  found  in  the  high  primitive 
p^ountains,  but  in  the  low  hills  and  plains  only* 

?•  That  metallic  vapours  destroy  vegetation,  that  no  rocffn 
nor  mountains  pregnant  with  rich  veins  of  ore  are  covered    , 
with  rich  vegetable  soiL 

The  town  of  Molina  is  almost  in  the  middle  of  the  sheep 

^alks.    The  solid  part  of  the  country  is  formed  of  red  and 

grey  sand-stone,  lime-stone,  white  and  grey  granite,  and 

plaster-stone,    white,   grey,  yellow,  bluish,  ^eenish,    and 

blood  red  ;  in  some  places  Uiese  are  all  beautifully  mixed  in 

one  stratum.  Time  and  moisture  ui\compound  these  stones ; 

for  they  fajTve  mouldered  and  are  daily  mouldering  into  the' 

soil  of  the  country,  which  is  always  of  the  same  nature  as 

^hat  of  the  rock.    The  red  fuller's  earth,  with  which  the 

^lanufacturers  of  Molina  clean  thei^  cloth,  is  evidently  the 

Very  grains  of  sand  of  the  red  rock  degraded  into  earth,-— 

The  rocks  about*  thie  town  contain  either  salt  or  saltpetre ; 

you  see  the  hewn  stones  of  the  houses  covered  with  saline 

efflorescences  which  are  drawn  out  by  the  sun  after  rain. 

The  whole  territory  of  Molina  is  full  of  salt  springs,  but. 

there  is  a  copious  salt  spring  rising  out  of  a  land  yet  higher 

than  the  source  of  the  Tagus  and  not  far  from  it,  which  is 

one  of  the  highest  lands  in  all  the  inward  parts  of  Spain  ;  for 

jt  divides  the  waters  of  the  ocean  ancl  Mediterranean.     The 

Tagus  runs  150  leagues  to  Lisbon,  and  the  two  rivers  Gua^ 

dalvair,  and  Sucar,  which  rise  near  it,  run  to  Valencia.  This 

spring  furnishes  salt  to  the  jurisdiction  and  bishopric  of  Al-i 

harr^in.    There  is  another  salt  spring,  in  a  high  land  too, 

which  supplies  the  82  towns  and  viUages  of  Moitna  Aragoa 

.with  salt.     Now  I  will  mention  the  salt  spring  that  issues  out 

(|f  a  spot  in  the  IVfontana^  which  is  higher  than  the  source  of 

fhe  Ebro,  and  about  a  (quarter  of  a  mile  &om  it. 

There  are  ms^ny  iron,  copper,  lead,  and  pure  pyritous 
ores  in  these  sheep-walks,  where  grow  the  same  plants  and 
^he  §ame  sweet  grass  as  in  the  other  parts.  I  will  give  one 
example.  ,  About  two  hours  walk  N,W.  of  Molina  there  is  a 
little  hill  called  thePlatilla;  it  is  about  half  a  league  over 
ix^m,  valley  to  valley  :  its  body  is  solid,  rocky,  of  white  gra-^ 
nite,  through  which  run  in  different  directions,  and  without 
any  order,  an  infinite  number  of  blue,  green,  and  yellow^ 
veins  of  rich  copper  ores,  which  bold  a  little  silver,  minem 
ralised  by  a  great  quantity  of  arsenic  and  sulphur.  The 
very  surface  of  tl^e  rock  i^i^  many  places  stained  bluish  and 
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green,  and  the  veins  of  ore  are  not  above  a  foot  deep  in  the 
fissures  and  in  the  solid  rock,  which  contain  lead  ore  somer 
times  up  to  the  surface. 

The  following  plants  grow  out  of  the  soil  which  covers 
these  arsenical  sulphureous  veins,  and  which  is  not  above  a 
Ibot  deep.     True  oak^  ilex,  whpse  leaves  fall ;  white- thorn^ 
juniper;  these  are  poor  shrubs  because  they  are  browsed  by 
the   goats.     Cystus,    wild-rose,    uva  ursi,  phiomis   sahiae, 
fol.  fl.  luteo,  verbascum  of  the  highways,  stcechas,  ssige,^ 
thymum  legitimum,    dus^  serpyllum,  greater  and  lesser; 
rosemary,   helianthemuro,   pinipinella,  chanisBdris,  filipen-» 
dula,    stajbys  lychnoides,   incana,  angustifolia,  flo.  aureo* 
Tan    The  great  asphodel,  coronilla  of  the  meadows,  galliun^ 
Ittteum,   yarrow,    campanula  radice  esculenta,    a  jacobea 
which  I  saw  grow  in  the  sand  of  the  sea  side,  and  is  all  quite 
white.    A  gladiolus,  and  a  little  glaucium,  which  grow  ii^ 
corn-fields  in  Spain,  leucanthemum  of  the  meadows,  orchis^ 
pmithogalum,  muscari,  polygala,  and  above  20  kinds  more, 
which  are  found  likewise  in  meadows,  corn-fields,  highways, . 
hedges,  and  sea-shores ;  yet  the  nori-calcary  eartl^  of  thi^ 
mineral  hill  is  covered  with  the  same  §weet  small  grass  as 
the  rest  of  the  country,  even  the  lime-stone  land.     I  made 
the  same  obser\'at!0ns  at  the  three  greatest  mines  in  Europe; 
St.  Marj^  of  the  Mines  in  Alsatia;  Claustahl.  in  the  Hartz- 
IWountains  of  Hanover ;    and  Freybei^g,  in  Saxony.     The 
mines  of  St.  Mary  are  at  the  head  of  a  valley  in  the  Voge-< 
Mountains ;  its  hills  are  some  of  them  covered  with  oak  and 
pines,   others  with  apple,  pear,  plumb,  and  cherry-trees: 
others  are  fine  greea  downs  for  sheep  and  cows,  with  a  great 
Tariety  of  plants ;  others  are  fields  of  wheat^  which  the  year 
J759,  (as  I  find  it  in  my  notes)  gave  a  product  of  eight  for  one. 
All  these  things  grow.in  a  foot  or  two  deep  of  soil,  which  co- 
vers a  rock  full  of  the  most  arsenical,  sulphureous,  silver, 
copper,  lead,  and  cobalt^  ores  in  Europe,  and  most  bf  their 
veins  near  the  surface. 

The  mines  of  Claustahl  are  in  a  plain  which  is,  in  tnith| 
the  summit^  of  a  mountain.  The  l^orothy  and  Caroline  veins 
of  silver,  lead,  and  copper  ore  stretch  away  d  miles  to  the 
Wildman  Mountain.  The  finest  meadows  and  sweetest  crass 
are  upon  these  veins  and  all  their  branches  near  the  city ; 
they  feed  900  cows,  ajid  200  horses.  They  are  mowed  in 
June ;  a  second  grass  springs  up,  which  is  niowed  in  August. 
A  multitude  of  plants  grow  in  these  meadows  over  the  mines^ 
as  valerian,  gallium  n.  albo.  coronilla,  chrysanthempm  se« 
gettum,  leucanthemum,  viola  tricolor.bistbrt  oonus  Henricus^ 
§t  John^s  wort,  agrimony,  ladies  ^mantle,  tussilago,  ^c. 
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The  mines  of  Freyberg  are  in  the  low  hills  near  the  city: 
I  saw  them  all  covered  with  barley  in  the  month  of  July :  a 
stranger  would  not  imagine  that  ihen  were  reaping  com  over 
hundreds  of  miners  heads^  who  were  blowing  up  veins  of  ore, 
firsenic,  and  brimstone. 

It  is  true  I  also  saw  mines  in  the  barren  naked  mountains 
an<J  hills,  but  it  is  certain  that  their  barrenness  is  not  the  ef- 
fect of  miqeral  vapours.     The  air,  moisture,  heat,  and  cold, 
have  more  power  over  the  surfaces  of  some  rocks  than  others, 
to  moulder  the  stone  into  earth  ;  such  is  the  high  mountaiii 
Kamelsberg,  at  whose  foot  is  the  imperial  city  of  Goslar, 
whose  inhabitants  live,  and  have  lived  these  900  years,  by 
the  mine  of  this  steep,  barren  mountain.     I  crept  up  to  its 
summit,  and  found  it  was  split  and  cracked  into  millions  of 
fissures,  from  a  foot  wide  to  a  hair's  breadth ;  that  in  other 
places  the  rock  was  shivered  into  small  rotten  stones,  which, 
in  some  spots,  were  perfectly  uncompounded  and  fallen  into 
earth,  from  whence  sprung  a  little  grass,  moss,  and  a  feiif 
plants.     In  short,  I  saw  that  the  time  of  its  decay  intp  vt^- 
table  inould  was  not  yet  come,  and  that  the  mountain  Ra- 
m^lsberg  will  be  one  day  as  green  as  Claustahl,  which, 
,  ihews,  r  think,  that  the  world  is  not  so  old  as  some  men 
fancy.     I  will  make  no  apology  to  Mr.  Peter  Collinson  for 
this  digression  ;  I  heard  fame  declare  him  23  years  ago  au 
enemy  to  error ;  ^e  must  love  truth,  though  he  finds  it 
placed  out  of  order. 

As  my  duty  obliged  me  to  pass  hundreds  of  days  at  the 
Platillo  mine  of  Molina,  I  saw  thousands  of  sheep  feed  around 
it.     I  observed  that  when  the  shepherd'  made  a  pause,  and 
let  them  feed  at  their  will,  they  sought  only  for  the  fine  grass, 
and  never  touched  any  aromatic  plant ;  that  when  the  creep- 
ing serpyllum  was  interwoven  with  the  grass,  the  sheep  in- 
dustriously nosled  it  aside  to  bite  a  blade,  which  trouble 
inade  them  soon  seek  out  a  pure  graminous  spot.     I  observ- 
ed top  when  the  shepherd  perceivied  a  threatning  cloud,  and 
gave  a  signal  to  the  dogs  to  collect  the  tribe  and  then  go 
behind  it,  walking  apace  himself  to  lead  thie  sheep  to  shel- 
ter, that  as  they  had  no  time  to  stoop  they  would  take  a  snap 
of  staec'has,  rosemary,  or  any  other  shrub  in  their  way,  for 
sheep  will  eat  any  thing  when  they  are  hungry,  or  when 
they  walk  fast,     I  saw  them  greedily  devour  henbane,  hem- 
lock, glaucium,  and  other  nauseous  weeds,  upon  their  issue 
out  of  the  shearing-house.     If  sheep  loved  aromatic  plants, 
it  would  be  onfe  of  the  greatest  misfortunes  that  could  be- 
fell the  farmers  of  Spain.    The  number  of  bee-hives  is  in- 
credible \  I  am  ahnost  ^sh^imed  to  give  under  ipy  hand,  th^t 
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1  knew  a  parish  priest  who  had  5000  bives.  The  bees  nrcl 
all  their  bonev,  and  gather  all  their  wax  from  the  aromatic 
flowers,  which  enamel  and  perfume  two  thirds  of  the  sheep, 
walks.  This  priest  cautiously  seizes  the  queens  in  a  small 
crape  fly  catch,  he  clips  off  their  wings;  their  majesties  stay 
at  home ;  he  assured  me  that  he  never  lost  a  swarm  from 
the  day  of  his  discovery  to  the  day  he  saw  me,  whkh  I  think 
iras  five  years. 

The  shepherd's  chief  care  is  not  to  suffer  the  sheep  to  go 
out  of  their  toils  until  the  morning  sun  has  exhaled  the  de«f 
of  a  white  frost,  and  never  let  them  approach  a  rivulet  or 
pond  after  a  sljower  of  hail,  for  if  they  should  eat  the  dewy 
grass,  or  drink  hail  w^ter,  the  whole  tribe  would  become 
]?ftelancholy,  fast,  pine  away,  and  die,  as  often  happened. 
Hail  water  is  so  pernicious  to  men  in  this  climate,  that  the 
people  of  Molina  will  not  drink  the  river  water  a/te?  a  violent 
shower  oi  hail :  experience  taught  the  danger ;  but  let  it  he 
©ever  so  muddy,  and  rise  never  so  high  after  rain,  they 
drink  it  without  fear.  Perhaps  this  may  be  tb^  unheeded 
cause  of  many  endemicaUepidemics  of  othef  cities.  The 
sheep  of  Andalousia  who  never  travel^  have  coarse^  long» 
baijy  wool.  I  saw  a  flock  in  Extramadurs^  whose  wool 
trailed  on  the  ground.  The  itinerant  sheep  have  short, 
§ilky,  white,  wool.  I  do  believe  from  a  few  ei^p^riments, 
and  long  observation,  that  if  the  fine*  wooled-sha^  stay e4 
at  home  in  the  winter,  their  wool  v/ould  become  coarse  in  a 
few  generations^  If  the  coarse*wooled«*sbeep  travelled  froni 
climate  to  clims^te,  and  lived  in  the  free  s^ir,,  their  wooj 
would  become  fine,  short,  and  silky  in  a  few  generations. 

The  fineness  of  the  wool  \t  due  to  the  ivaira^rs  passing  its 
life  in  an  open  air  of  equal  temperature.    It  is  not  colder  ii| 
Andalousia  and  Extramadura  in  the  wintejr  than  it  is  in  the 
Montana  or  Molina  in  summer.    There  is  little  frost  in  Aht 
dalousia,  sometimes  it  snows  in  June  in  Moling.    I  felt  acol4 
day  upon  the  least  cloud  in  summer.    Constant  heat  of  con^ 
f^tant  cold,  with  housing,  are  the  causes  of  coarse,  black,  anct 
speckled  wool.    All  the  animals,  I  know,  ^ho  live  in  the 
open  air,  constantly  keep  up  to  the  colour  of  their  sipes.-^ 
Tber^are  the  most  beautiful  brindled  sheep  in  the  world 
{imong  the  coarse-wooled-sheep  of  Spain.     I  never  saw  one 
smuongst  the  finer  wool  ed  flecks  x;  the  free  but  less  abundant^ 
perspiration  in  the  open  air^  is  swept  a\yay  as  fast  as  it  iiowsi 
whereas  it  is  greatly  increased  by  the  excessive  heat  of  numv 
bei:s  of  sheep  housed  all  night  in  a  narrow  place.    It  fouls  the 
wool,  makes  it  liairy,  and  changes  its  colour.    The  swine  of 
Spain,  who  pa^s  tl^eir  Uv^^  W  tiie  ^Qpds,  .^fj  all  qf  oi^e  9«h» 
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lour,  as  the  wild  boars.  They  have  fine,  silky,  curled  bristlca. 
Never  did  a  Spanish  hog's  bristle  pierce  a  shoe.  What^ 
quantity  of  dander  is  daily  secerned  from  the  glands  of  a  sta- 
bled horse;  the  curry-comb  and  haircloth  ever  in  hand. 
How  cl«tn  is  the  skin  of  a  horse  that  lives  in  the  open  air? 

{  am,  Sir,  &c. 
1764,  MayaTtdJum,  W.  B. 
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Sir,  Whittington^  June  14,  1764. 

Our  Parish  Registers,  to  speak  generally,  were  very  ill 
kept^during  the  time  of  the  srand  usurpation  ;  but  after  the 
restoration  of  King  Charles  iL  tliat  is^  from  the  year  166Q, 
the  entries  were  more  regularly  made.  The  consequence  of 
tlus  has  been,  that  till  of  late  years,  it  has  been  difficult  to 
ascertain  the  ages  of  those  people  that  pretended  to  exceed 
a  century ;  but  this  can  now,  and  at  all  times  from  hencefor-* 
Ward,  very  easily  be  done.  I  shall  here  give  you  an  instance  of 
this,  in  a  person  who  is  at  this  instant  upon  record  to  be  in 
her  hundred  and  first  year.  In  our  register,  at  this  plac^ 
the  entry  is, 

Mmajilia  Ephraim  Haulms  bap.  tncessimo  January  1663. 

I  must  observe  here,  that  my  predecessor,  James  Hewet^ 
sometimes  wrote  this  christian  name  Miria^  and  sometimes 
Maria ;  and  further,  that  he  began  the  year  the  25th  of 
March.  Now,  this  Mary  Honlms,  in  170:i,  married  George 
Stubbinge,  and  is  now  living,  being  the  widow  of  the  said. 
Stubbinge,  this  14th  of  June,  1764;  frotn  whence  it  appears 
Ae  is  now  in  her  1 01st  year. 

I  say  nothing  of  Mary  Stubbin^'s  intellects,  being  of 
opinion,  that  notwithstanding  what  is  said,  now  and  then,  in 
the  papers,  of  people's  enjoying  their  eye-»sight,  and  their 
other  senses,  in  great  perfection  to  the  last,  it  is  very  far 
from  being  a  desirable  thing,  in  a  general  wav,  to  attain  any 
such  great  age :  Tkeir  strength  th^n  is  but  labour  and  sorrow. 

1764,  July,  Sam*  Peco£,  R^ 
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Mr.  URBAJf,  Leigh  J  Oct.  12. 

Reading  lately  in  the  public  papers,  of  a  man,  who^  by 
drinking  beer  in  acellar,  did  therewith  swallow  a  wasp,  which^ 
stinging  hira  in  the  throat,  was  the  cause  of  bis  deaths  sooa 
bfter;  it  induced  me  to  offer  you  a  similar  case,  but  of  a 
more  fortunate  conseqpence,  that  fell  under  my  own  prac- 
tice and  observation,  to  which,  the  other  day,  I  was  pro- 
videntially the  lucky  instrument,  by  nieatis  of  the  following 
safe  and  simple  medicine,  of  procuring  both  a  speedy  and 
effectual  cui'e^  and  thereby,  beyond  expectation^  or  pre- 
serving my  patient^s  life,  of  which  I  here  send  you  the  full 
Account;   t^at  by  your  commimicating  th&  same   t6  the 

fftublic^  it  rtiay  hereafter  conduce  to  the  preservation  of  the 
ives  of  sevei^al  others,  who  may  at  any  time  labour  under 
the  like  dan^rous  accidents.    The  whole  story  is  this: 

On  the  2a.  day  of  September  last,  I  was  called  up  in  the 
mdrningj  in  haste,  to  Samuel  Stenoe,  a  ship-wrightj  of 
Burnham,  who  was  at  work  on  a  vessel  at  this  town.  He^ 
by  drinking  a  mug  of  beer  brought  to  him,  much  frothed 
upon  the  top,  wnich  thereby  doncealed  a  wasp,  swallowed 
the  insect;  it  stung  him  iii  the  gullet;  yet  he  edntinued 
caulking  the  hoy  he  was  at  work  upon  for  some  minutes  af- 
ter; till  such  a  sudden  and  violent  strangulation  seized 
him,  as  constrained  him  to  hurry  to  my  house  for  assistance. 
Wherefore,  while  I  was,  after  the  first  notice,  hastening 
on  my  clothes,  and  putting  up  a  short  prayer,  or  ejacula- 
tion rather,  for  success,  I  had  a  fresh  call  to  be  as  expedi- 
tious as  possible,  or  the  person  would  be  dead  before  I 
could  see  him,  who  waited  below  with  his  friend,  speech- 
less, and  black  in  the  f^e ;  kicking,  and  flinging  his  limbs 
about  for  breath,  with  the  utmost  agony  and  consterna- 
tion, expecting  nothing  else  but  sudden  death  every  moment* 
I  bid  him  point  to  the  place  stun^ ;  he  directecf  his  finger 
to  his  throat,  at  the  upper  end  of  his  breastbone,  on  the 
right  side.  It  being  a  case  I  had  never  met  with  before, 
and  having  no  time  to  lose,  I  quickened  my  thoughts,  and 
soon  concluded  all  manual  operations,  as  with  those  who  are 
choaked  with  other  kinds  of  ejftraneous  bodies,  would  exr 
cite,  instead  of  mitigating  the  spasmodic  strangulation; 
when  the  following  method  came  suddenly  into  my  mind. 
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and  which,  to  make  the  more  haste,  I  made  up  the  medi* 
cine  with  my  own  hands. 

I  took  some  hoiiey^  and  sweet  oil,  with  a  little  vinegar^  atid 
with  a  spoon  beat  them  all  up  well  together  in  a  half-pint 
bason.  This  mixture  I  then  set  down  on  the  table  by  him, 
bidding'  him  swallow  a  spoonful  of  it  every  minute,  while 
the  neighbour  who  attended  him,' and  I^  sat  in  the  ^ame 
Jroom  to  observe  the  consequence.  The  first  thfee  spoon- 
fuls we  perceived,  by  his  wry  faces^  passed  down  with  great 
difficulty  and  pain,  after  which,  he  soon  swallowed  very 
easily  and  freely,  ahd  spoke  out  all  at  once,  to  our  agreea- 
ble surprise,  like  a  dumb  man  come  to  his  speech  again,  as 
loudly  and  boldly  as  ever.. 

«  Iriien  I  bid  him  carry  the  bason  with  the  mixture  with  him 
to  his  lodring,  and  continiie  taking  a  spoonful  of  it  often> 
though  seldomer  than  before,  and  lie  down  on  his  bed,  and 
compose  himself,  talking  to  no  one,  nor  suffering  any  one 
to  talk  to  him,  least  the  choaking,  I  told  him,  should  returil 
again.  He  did  so,  and  next  morning  went  well  to  work,  and 
continued  easy  without  the  least  return  of  any  of  the 
symptoms. 

Now,  as  gentlemen  of  our  profession,  in  such  sudden 
exigencies,  are  not  always  at  hand,  and  most  families  have 
the  three  aforesaid  ingredients  within  their  own  possession, 
or,  at  least,  may  soon  be  obtained  in  the  neighbourhood^  I 
thought  such  a  general  publication  of  this  uncommon  case 
might  possibly  prove  of  universal  benefit,  and  wishj  when- 
ever wanted,  it  may  prove  as  successful  from  the  hands  of 
others  as  it  did  from  mine. 

Yours  &c. 
1765,  Oct.  John  Cook,  M.  D. 


XXXIX.  The  famous  American  Receipt  for  the  Rheumatism. 

Take  of  garllck  two  cloves,  of  gum-ammoniac  one 
drachm;  blend  them  by  bruising  together;  make  them  into 
two  or  three  boluses  with  fair  water,  and  swallow  them  one 
at  night,  and  one  in  the  mofning ;  drink,  while  taking  this 
receipt,  sassafras  tea,  made  very  strong,  so  as  to  have  the 
tea-pot  filled  with  chips. — This  is  generally  found  to  banish 
the  rheumatism,  and  eveft  contractions  of  the  joints,  in 
a  few  times  taking.  It  is  very  famous  in  Ameiica,  and  lOOl. 
has  been  given  for  the  receipt. 

1766,  June. 
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ILL.  Account  of  the  Conclave  at  Rottie^  and  the  proceedii^  tfpoH 

the  election  of  a  new  Pop6. 

The  title  of  cardinal  was  (orm^ffy  common  to  the  presby* 
ters  and  deapons  of  great  churches  io-cities^  But  in  the 
eleventh  cenuiry,  the  presbyters  and  deacons  of  the  church 
of  Rome,  restrained  the  appellation  to  themselves,  and  as 
the  dignity  of  the  Pope  increased,  so  did  theirs;  the  first 
dawn  of  this  affected  grandeur  appearing  under  Pope 
Nicholas  II.  Innocent  IV.  at  the  council  of  Lyons,  in  ttie 
y earl 243,  gave  them  the  red  hat.  Boniface  VllL  in  1249, 
the  red  vestments,  and  Urban  YIII.  the  title  of  Eminentis^ 
simi;  whereas  before  they  were  only  stiled  Illustrissimi. 
Sistus  V.  at  the  council  of  Basil,  fixed  their  number  at 
seventy,  which  is  seldom  complete.'  They  are  divided  inte 
three  classes :  1.  Six  cardinal  bishops,  namely,  the  bishop 
of  Ostia,  dean  of  the  sacred  college;  the  bishop  of  Oporto, 
sub-dean;  and  the  bishops  of  babina,  Palistrati,  Fres* 
cati,  and  Albano.  These  bishoprics  may  be  held  with  otbei* 
bishoprics,  or  archbishoprics.  2.  f'ifty  cardinal  priests;  and 
3.  Fourteen  cardinal  deacons.  Th^  deans  of  these  three  clas* 
ses  are  called  their  chiefs.  Each  of  the  cardinal-priests  and 
deacons  bears  the  title  of  a  church  in  the  city  of  Rome,  ^he 
cardinals  insist  on  precedency  before  the  electors  of  the  em<* 
pire,  and  require  to  be  treated  on  the  same  footing  a** 
crowned  heads.  The  title  of  carditial  has  no  revenue  an* 
tiexed  to  it  ^  but  embassies,  protections  of  Roman  Catholic  na- 
tions, governments,  archbishoprics,  prelacies,  ind  other  ec** 
elesiasticai  benefices,  enable  them  to  live  in  great  stdtei 
though  not  suitable  to  the  rank  they  assume,  more  especi* 
ally  when  they  are  of  mean  extraction,  and  have  no  fortune 
of  their  own. 

The  conclave  is  th^  place  where  the  cardinals  chiefly 
endeavour  to  give  proofs  of  their  genius  and  address.  The 
decease  of  the  Pope  is  made  known  to  the  people  of  Rome« 
by  tolling  the  great  bell  of  the  capitol,  firing  the  cannon  ot 
the  castle  of  St.  Angelo,,  and  opening  the  prisons;  and  to 
foreign  cardinals  by  circular  letters  from  the  cardinal  Cam- 
mcrlingo,  who  invites  them  to  the  approaching  conclave. 

Till  the  conclave  meets,  the  Cammerlingo  (icts  as  regent; 
he  is  attended  by  the  pope's  life-gjuard,  and  orders  all 
things  necessary  for  the  opening  of  tne  conclave,  which  ii 
held  xu  the  galleries  and  some  of  the  anti-chambers  of  that 
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Xithle  palace,  the  Vatican,  and  consists  of  a  number  of  small 
rooms,  separated  by  common  wooden  partitions,  and  dis« 
tributed  by  lot,  both  among  the  cardinals  then  in  Rome, 
and  those  that  are  absent.    Each  usually  has  two;  one  tot 
himself,    and  one   for  his    conclavist,    (who  are    usually 
people  of  consequence,  and  act  as  secretaries.)     These  lit- 
tle rooms  only  contain  a  bed,  three  or  four  chairs,  and  a 
table.     On  the  11th  day  after  the  Pope*s  death,  all  the 
cardinals  in  the  city  meet  in   the  morning  in  St.  Peter's 
church,  where  the  mass  iiwr/iA^irtVw*  is  celebrated;  and 
afier  a  sermon  on  the  duties  to  be  observed  in  the  election 
of  a  Pope,  they  proceed  two  by  two  into  the  conclave, 
which  is  then  shut  up  by  the  governor. and  marshal,  who  are 
appointed  upon  those  occasions/  none  being  let  out,  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  dangerous  illness,  till  a  new  Pope  is  elected^ 
and  even  then  the  person  who  leaves  the  conclave  is  not 
allowed  to  return,  but  loses  his  vote.    The  governor  of  the 
conclave  is  always' previoui^ly  chosen  by  the  cardinals;  and 
together  with  the  marshal,  resides  at  thQ  entrance  of  the 
Vatican.    Without  their  express  licence,  no  persoiris  suf"^ 
fered  to  go  in  or  out.  Whilst  the  cardinals  sit  in  conclave,  re- 
freshments are  brought  to  the  outside  of  the  Vatican  and 
deposited  in  boxes,  which  turn   round  like  those  usually, 
placed  at  the  gates  of  convents,  so  that  whatever  they  ebn-%. 
tain  may  be  received  by  the  person  within.  Every  conclave 
is  said  to  stand  the  apostolic  chamber  in  200,000  8<t!iidi,  or 
according  to  some  in  300,000.     Each  cardinal  orders  his 
conclavists  to  write  down  on  a  slip  of  paper,  the  name  erf 
the  person  to  "whom  he  gives  his  suffrage  for  being  elected 
Pope,    lliis  is  thrown  into  a  chalice  which  stands  on  a  long 
table  covered  with  green  cloth,  in  the  beautiful  chapel  of 
the  conclave,  which  was  built  by  Pope  Sixtus  IV.    Two 
cardinals   appointed  for  that  purpose,    successively  read 
ah)ud  the  notes,  marking  ,the  number  of  votes  for  every 
cardinal.     He  who  has  two  thirds  is  declared  Pope :  other- 
wise the  scrutiny  is  repeated  till  this  number  is  complete. 
If  this  -maanier  of  election  does  not  take  place,  recourse  is 
had  to  another,  called  Acctssns^  by  which  the  notes  of  th^ 
former  scrutiny  being  set  aside,  every  cardinal  must  give 
in  writing  his  vote  to  another;  and  if  by  this  way  two 
thirds  do  not  appear  of  one  mind,  there  is  still  another  re- 
source called  iTispiratiOy  by  virtue  of  which,  such  of  the    " 
cardinals  as  are  uiianimoiis,  eome  Out  of  their  cells  and  call 
aloud  to  each  other,  and  openly  mention  the  name  of  him 
they  fix  upon  for  Pope :    on  this  t^e  others,  to  avoid  ia- 
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curbing  ihe  displeasure  of  the  new  elected  pontiff,  join  iti 
the  cry,  and  thus  the  election  is  carried.  If  this  method 
also  fails,  the  scrutiny  begins  anew,  and  the  election 
proves  very  tedious. 

The  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  iCings  of  France  and 
Spain,  are  allowed  to  exclude  a  person  proposed  for  the 
Popedom;  but  this  protest  must  he  made  before  the  com- 
plete declaration  of  the  votes  for  such  a  person. 

It  is  required  that  the  Pope  be  an  Italian,  and  at  least 
filty-five  years  of  age ;  though  they  seldom  elect  any  one 
who  is  not  near  seventy.  When  the  election  is  over,  the 
rest  of  the  cardinals  pay  due  homage  to  the  Pope'  elect, 
who,  after  a  short  prayer,  declares  the  name  he  will  bear 
for  the  future.  The  chief  of  the  cardinal  deacons  then  pro- 
claims him  to  the  people,  who,  on  these  occasions,  wait  in 
great  m,ultitudes  with  eager  expectation  about  St.  Peter's 
place.  The  coronation  of  his  holiness  with  the  triple  crown, 
is  generally  performed  about  eight  days  after. 

1769,  JpriL 


XLI.  Letters  relative  to  the  execution  of  Doyle  and  Valline. 

On  Saturday,  October  21,  1769,  the  Recorder  of  Lotidott 
passed  sentence  at  the  Old  Bailey  on  several  capital  convicts, 
(amongst  whom  were,  John  Ddyle  and  John  Valline*)  in  the 
ibllowiugr  words: 

"  You  the  several  prisoners  at  the  bar,  shall  be  taken 
hence^  to  the  place  from  whence  you  came,  and  from  thence 
to  the  ttsual  place  of  execution ;  where  you  are  to  be  sever- 
ally, hanged  by  thq  neck  till  you  are  dead,  and  may  Goti 
Almighty  be  merciful  to  yoqr  souls." 

Thursday,  Nov.  9,  The  Sheriffs  received  a  warrant  from 
the  Recorder,  for  the  execution  of  John  Doyle  and  John 
Valline;  at  the  most  convenient  place  near  Bethnel-Green 
chiirch.  The  Sheriffs  niuch  startled  at  this  variation  from 
the  sentence  pronounced  in  court,  laid  their  doubts  before 
counsel;  and  in  consequence  of  the  opinion  received,  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  Lotd  Weymouth. 


*  They  were  weavers,  and  condemned  for  destroying  work  in  the  looms. 
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My  Lord, 

The  inclosed  will  inform  your  lordship  of  the  difficulty 
we  are  under  respecting  the  execution  of  Doyle  and -Valline, 
two  convicts  now  under  sentence  of  death  in  Newgate^  We 
nropose  to  wait  on  his  majesty  to-morrow  morning,  to  de- 
liver a  like  paper  into  his  own  hands,  of  which^  we  think  it 
pi^oper  previously  to  transmit  you  this,  copy,  that  his  majesty 
may  be  apprized  of  it. 

J.  TOWNSEND. 

J.  Sawbridoe. 
Lord  WeymoxitJCs  Answer. 

Gentlemen,-  ArUngtm-^sireeU  Nov.  13. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  which 
was  left  at  my  office  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  at  tieat*  eleven  o'clock 
this  night.  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  your  intended 
mode  of  application  to  the  king  is  irregular.  I  am  ready  to 
receive  and  lay  before  his  majesty,  in  a  proper  manner,  any 
doubts  which  you  may  entertain  with  regard  to  the  dis- 
charge of  your  duty  on  this  occasion,  and  shall  not  fail  to 
signify  to  you  his  majesty's  further  commands  thereupon, 

Weymouth^ 

The  next  morning,  Nov.  14,  the  Sheriffs  waited  on  Lord 
Weymouth,  and   delivered  ipto  his  hands  a.  petition,  to  be 
,by  hioi  presented  to  his  majesty,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy  : 

To  the  King*'S  most  excellent  Majesty. 

MosTGRACioiJs  Sovereign!, 

The  Recorder  of  London  having  signified  to  us,  the 
Sheriffs  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  that  it  is  your  majestj^'g 
pleasure  that  the  two  convicts,  John  Doyle  and  John  Vallihe, 
now  under  sentence  of  death  in  Newgate,  who,  at  the  last 
sessions  of  gaol  delivery,  bolden  for  the  city  of  London 
and  county  of  Middlesex,  were  sentenced  to  be  hanged  at 
the  usual  ip\^.ce  of  execution,  should,  notwithstanding,  be 
executed  at  the  most  convenient  place  near  Bethnel -Green 
church;  we  humbly  conceive  it  our  duty  to  lay  before  ^ 
your  majesty  our  doubts,  whether  we  can  lawfully  comply 
with  this  your  majesty's  pleasure,  to  which,  upon  all  occa* 
sions,  it  is  our^most  earnest  wish  to  be  able  to  conform. 
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On  the  most  mature  deliberation  and  inquiry  which  the 
time  has  permitted,  we  are  advised,  that  the  sentence  pro- 
nounced by  the  court,  is  our  warrant,  for  execution,  to 
which  we  must  look  ^  and  that  w^e  shall  not  be  justifiable  in 
departing  from  it.  * 

We  therefore  humbly  pray,  that  your  tnajesty  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  respite  the  said  execution,  that  the 
^apie  may  be  re-considered ;  and  to  give  us  such  farther 
.  directions  as  may  satisfy  our  doubts. 

J.  TOWNSEND. 

J.  Sawbridge. 

On  Tuesday  night,  Nov.  14,  the  SheriiFs  received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  rrom  Lord  Weymouth. 


Gentlemen, 


St.  James" Sy  Nov.  14» 


I  DID  not  foil  to  Jay  before  the  king,  the  paper  which  you 
transmitte<l  to  me  last  night,  a  copy  of  which  you  put  into 
Hiy  hands  this  morning,  relative  to  the  difficulties  you  are 
under,  respecting  the  execution  of  Doyle  and  Valline,  and 
his  majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  respite  the  ex- 
ecution for  a  week. — As  upon  the  most  mature  deliberation 
and  inquiry  ^  which  the  time  hath  permitted,  you  are 
advised  that  the  sentence  pronounced  by  the  court  is 
your  warrant  for  execution,  to  which  you  must  look,  and 
that  you  shall  not  be  justifiable  in  departing  from  it,  I  am 
commanded  to  signify  to  you  his  majesty's  pleasure,  that  you 
transmit  to  me,  for  his  majesty's  information,  the  opinion 
or  opinions  which  you  have  taken  on  this  occaision,  that  hn 
majfesty  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  give  you  such  further 
directions  as  may  satisfy  your  doubts  according  to  your 
request, .  .^  ^ 

Weymouth. 
Respite  for  one  we<ik> 

Letter  from  the  Sheriffs  to  Lord  IVeymouth. 

» 

We  desire  your  lordship  to  express  our  thankful  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  majestyV  great  goodness  in  graciously 
condescending  to  our  request,  and  permitting  us  t,o  lay  be- 
for^e  his  majesty  the  reason  which  induced  ns  to  doubt  of 
the  legality  of  the  Recorder^  directions  relative  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  Doyle  and  Valline. 

.And  first,  my'  lord,  we  suppose  it  is  agreed  by  all,  that 
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the  judgment  pronounced  is  our  warrant  for  execution  ta 
whicfii  we  must  look:  every  execution  which  is  not  pursuant 
to  the  judgment  is  unwarrantable :  tb^  Sheriff  is  to  pur- 
sue the  sentence  of  the  court:  if  be  varies  from  the  judg- 
ment it  ha^  been  held  murder:  and  the  judgment  pro- 
nounced on  Doyle  and  Valline  is,  that  they  be  carried  to  the 
usuai  place  of  execution. 

2.  The  king  cannot  by  his  prerogative  vary  the  executioq, 
so  as  to  aggravate  the  punishment  beyond  the  intention  of 
the  lavir:  and  the  ends  of  public  justice  are  eflPectually  an- 
swered if  the  offender  suffer  death,  the  ulthnuvi  suppliciunij 
without  any  circumstances  of  infamy  or  rigour  which  the 
judgment  doth  not  import.    The  king,  undoubtedly,  can 
wholly  pardon  the  offender,  or  he  can  mitigate  his  punish- 
n^ent  with  regard  to  the  pain  or  infamy ,  of  it :  the  mercy  of 
the  crown  is  not  bounded,  but  it  cannot  go  beyond  the  let- 
ter of  the  law  in  point  of  rigour;  for  the  law  proceedeth  in 
both  cases  with  a  perfect  uniformity  of  sentiment  and  mo- 
tive.    The  same  benignity  of  the  law,  which  hath  left  the 
pr^ogative  free    and  unconfined  in  one   case,    hath  set 
boui^ds  to  it  in  the  other.    Now,  my  lord,  it  will  not  be  said 
that  the  present  alteration  is,  or  is  mtended  as  a  mitigation 
of  the  judgment  pronounced.    To  force  in  a  manner  the 
wives  and  children  of  the  unhappy  sufferers,  to  be  specta- 
tors of  the  infamous  death  of  their  husbands  and  fethers^ 
by  executing  them  as  near  as  conveniently  maybe  to  their 
-own  houses,  cannot  be  intended,  nor  will  it  be  esteemed  a 
matter  of  royal  grace  ;  nor  is  "it  granted  at  the  prayer  of 
the  parties,  or  their  friends.     Custom  may  sometimes  give  a 
sanction  to  a  practice  founded  in  humanity,  and  not  repug- 
nant to  any  law  of  substantial  justice.     But  we  do  not  sup- 
pose that  either  memorial,    usage,    or  custom,    can  be 
urged  in  behalf  of  this  alteration ;  or  if  they  could,  that 
thej^  would  make  it  justifiable;  because  it  would  npt.be  a 
practice  founded  in  mercy;  and  undoubtedly,  where  that  _ 
is  not  the  case  (perhaps  even  wTiere  it  is)  judicandurn  est 
legibus  non  exemplis. 

3.  Our  doubts,  my  lord,  are  still  farther  increased,  and 
become  more  important,  when  we  consider  the  consequences 
to  which  an  admission  of  this  power  would  lead  us.  If  the 
crown  can  in  one  instance,  contrary  to  the  sentence,  appoint 
a  different  place  of  execution,  it  may  in  all :  if  it  can  cJbange 
the  tisual  place  of  execution  to  Bethnel- Green,  it  may  to 
Newgate-street,  or  even  to  Newgate  itself :  and  thus  our 
hoasted  usage  of  public  e:i^ecution  (not  less  necessary  to 
the  satisfaction  and  security .  of  the  subject,  than  public 
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trial,)may  make  way  for  private  execution,  g.nd  for  all  those 
dreadful  consequences  with  which  private  executions  are 
attended,  in  every  country  where  they  have  been  introduced. 

4.  Hdd^this  power  of  alteration  been  in  the  crown,  (which 
we  humbly  conceive  not  to  be  the  case,)  yet  we  imagine, 
that  bis  majesty's  pleasure  has  not  been  properly  notified  to 
us ;  and  that  the  Recorder's  authority  alone  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  justify  us  for  acting  in  consequence  of  it,  for 
departing  from  the  sentence  pronounced  by  the  court. 

For  these  reasons,  and  for  those  contained  in  the  opinion, 
which,  since  your  lordship  requests  it,  accompanies  this, 
we  humbly  pray  his  majesty  either  to  suffer  the  sentence  of 
the  court  to  be  executed  at  the  usual  place  of  execution, 
or  to  permit  us  to  have  the  sanction  of  the  judges  opinion 
on  a  matter  of  so  great  importance  to  ourselves,  and,  as  wq 
conceive,  to  the  whole  nation. 

We  are,  &c. 

J.  TOWNSEND. 

J.  Sawbridge, 

I 

I 

Casey  and  Serjeant  Glj/nji^fS  opinion. . 

Case, 

A  MAN  convicted  for  felohy  without  benefit  of  clergy, 
receives  sentence  in  court,  in  the  words  following,  viz. 
^''t'bat  you  be  taken  henoe  to  the  place  from  whence  you 
came  and  from  thence  to  the  usiud  place  of  execution, 
where  you  are  to  be  hanged  by  the  neck  until  yon  are  dead.** 

For  the  execution  of  the  same  man,  a  warrant  is  sent  by 
the  Recorder,  signifying,  "That  it  is  his  majesty's  pleasure 
that  the  said  sentence  be  executed  in  the  most  convenient 
place  near  Bethnel-Green  church,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex. 

Your  opinion  is  desired,  whether  a  Sheriff  will  by  law  be 
justified  in  executing  such  warrant  of  the  Recorder. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Glynrfs  opinion. 

I  CONFESS  a  very  grieat  difficulty  in  answering  this  question. 
If  the  place  is  a  material  part  ot  the  sentence,  the  omission 
of  which  would  vitiate  the  judgment,  the  execution  must 
be  conformable  to  it,  and  1  know  no  authority  that  can  jus- 
tify a  deviation  from  it.  The  king  may  pardon  all  or  part  of 
the  sentence,  but  cannot  alter  it;  the  Sheriff's  authority  is 
the  sentence,  V be  is  bound  to  look  to  it,  and  see  it  rightly 
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executed.    If  the  ip\diQe\s  not  watermly  then  I  shoiilcl  con- 
ceive it  to  be  in  the  Sheriff's  discretion,  he  being  responsi- 
ble for  the  fitness  and  propriety  of  the  place.     I  know  not 
how    to  account  for  the  many  instances   of  executioir  in 
places  different   from  the  judgment  by  cojnmand   of  the  ^ 
Judges  upon  the  circuit,  or  his  majesty  in  London  and  Mid- 
dlesex, than  as  recommendations  to  the  Sheriffs  and  in- 
tended indemnities  to  them  against  the  consequences  of  de- 
parting from  ancient   usage.     There  are   certain   cases  in 
which  the  Sheriffs  must  disobey  such  commands,  viz.  if  the 
crown  commanded   an  execution  in  a  private   room  or  a 
chui*ch,     &c.  '  Though    I    am     not     determined    in     my 
judgment  with  respect  to  the  viateriality  of  the  place  in  the 
sentence,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  conclusion  that  must  fol- 
low from  either  proposition:  i(  it  is  viaferialy  no  power  can 
.change  it ;  if  it  is  not  material^  the  Sheriff  is  entrustedwith 
the  execution  of  the  sentence,  and  iuust  have  it  iii  his 
power  to  judge  of  jtbe  place.     I  should  advise  the  Sheriffs 
to  represent  to  big  majesty  the  doubtsconceived  by  them; 
the    more  so  as  I  cannot  but  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  sig- 
nifying his  majesty's  pleasure  through  the  Recorder,  being 
much  inclined  to  think  that  the  Sheriffs  cannot  in  any  case 
be  justified  but  by  the  commands  of  the  king,  or  the  court, 
directed  to  them. 

Nov.  loaned,  JOHN  Glynn. 

Respite  for  a  fortnight. 

Nov.  23,  The  Sheriffs  received^the  following  letter  from 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Gentlemen,         Lincoln! s- Inn  jiddsy  Nov.  13,  1769. . 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  send  you  herewith  inclosed  a  copy 
pf  the  case  and  question  referred,  by  his  majesty's  com-  ■ 
mand,  to  the  twelve  judges,  and  hope  the  case  is  so  stated 
as  to  bring  the  point  upon  which  your  doubts  have  been 
conceived,  fully  and  completely  before  their  lordships.  I 
have  this  day  laid  the  case  before  my  lords  the  judges,  who 
will  return  their  answer  as  soon  as  they  have  considered  and 
formed  their  opinion  upon  the  same. 

I  have,  &c. 

Camden.  ' 
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Case  referred  to  the  Judges. 

Joiw  JJoyle  and  John  Valline  were  ConTicted  at  the  last 
sessions  of  gaol  delivery  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  of  felony  without  benefit  of  the  clergy, 
and  received  sentence  of  death. 

The  sentence  pronounced  in  court,  by  the  Recorder  of 
London,  was  as  follows :  **  That  you  the  several  {»:isoners 
at  the  bar,  be  taken  hence  to  the  place  from  whence  you 
came,  and  from  thence  to  the  usual  place  of  execution, 
where  you  are  to  be  severally  hanged  by  the  neck  till  you 
are  dead,  and  may  God  Almighty  be  merciful  to  your  sools." 

His  majesty  was  afterwards  pleased  to  signify  his  plea- 
sure to  the  Recorder,  by  his  sign  manual^  that  he  shoidd 
by  his  warrant  direct  the  prisoners  to  be  executed  in  the 
most  convenient  place  near  Bethnel-Green  church,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex;  whereupon  the  Recorder  of  London, 
isaued  bis  warrant  in  the  following  words  i 


^l^ndon 
and 

iMfiddlesex 


To  the  Sheriffs  of  the  city  of  London, 
and-  to  the  Sheriffs  of  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  &c* 


Whereas  at  the  sessions  of  the  general  gaol  delivery  of 
Newgate,  for  the  city  of  London  ^nd  county  of  Middlesex, 
holden  at  Justice  Hall  in  the  Old  Bailey,  on  Wednesday, 
the  18th  day  of  Oct.  last,  John  Doyle  and  John  Valline  re- 
ceived sentence  of  death  for  their  offence  in  the  indictnient 
against  them  mentioned:  and  whereas  it  bath  been  duly  sig<- 
niiied  to  me  that  it  is  his  majesty's  pleasure  that  the  said 
sentence  be  executed  in  the  most  convenient  place  near 
Bethnel-preen  church,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex :  now 
it    is  hereby  ordered,    that'  the    execution  of  the  said 
sentence  be  made  and  done  upon  them,  the  said  John 
Doyle  and  John  Valline,  on  Wednesday,  the  1 5th  day  of 
this  instant  month  of  November,  at  the  most  convenient  place 
near  Bethnel-Green  church,  in  the  said  county  of  Middlesex. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal> 

This  9th  day  of  November,  17&9, 

'  James  Eyre,  Recqrdes: 

The  Sheriffs  of  London  have  entertained  a  doubt  whether 
it  is  lawful  for  them  to  esecuta  the  said  convicts,  according 
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to  the  tenor  of  the  above  warrant,  at  the  most  convenient 
place  near  Bethnel-Green  church,  in  the  coun^j'  of 
Middlesex. 

Therefore  the  question  is,  whether  it  is  lawful  for  thero 
to  execute  the  said  cotivicts,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
;ibQve  warrant,  at  the  most  convenient  place  near  Bethnel* 
Cretan  church,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex  i 

The  Sheriffs  letter  to  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

My  Lord/  iViw.  24, 1769. 

We  return  your  lordship  many  thanks  for  your  letter^ 
an<^for  the  copy  of  a  case  which  accompanied  it. 

We  are  sorry  to  say,  that  the  case?  is  not  $o  stated  as  to 
bring  the  points  upon  which  our  doubts  are  conceived,  fully 
and  completely  before  the  judges.  My  lord,  it  is  so  far 
ftom  being  fiui  and  complete  that  it  is  not  the  same  case.  It 
iltffers  essentially  as  we  conceive,  from  the  case  which  we 
delivered  to  Lord  Weymouth,  to  be  laid  before  his  ma,]esty ; 
and  on  which  his  lordship  taught  us  to  expect  such  farther 
directions  as  might  satisfy  our  doubts. 

It  is  not  ihe  same  case : — For  the  copy  inclosed  by  your 
lordship  states  his  majesty's  pleasure  signified  by  a  ^ign 
manual.  (Note,  this  sign  manual  is  not  giv  en^  as  the  sen- 
tence and  the  Recorder's  warrant  are,  for  the  judges 
consideration.) 

His  majesty's  pleasure,  my  lord,  signified  by  asignnwmn&I, 
makes  no  part  of  our  case.  To  us  there  is  no  such  sign 
manual.  JJe  non  apparentibus  et  non  existentibus  eadetn  est 
ratio.  This  difference  is  material ;  for  on  it  is  founded  our 
fourth  objection  in  the  case,  ks  stated  by  us. 

It  isnotjidland  complete : — For  the  copy  inclt)sed  by  your 
lordship  concludes  that  the  question  is,  whether  it  is  lawful 
for  the  Sheriffs  to  execute  the  said  convicts,  according  to 
the  tenor  of  the  Recorder's  warrant,  at  the  most  conveni- 
ent place  near  Bethnel-Green  church,  in  the  county  erf 
Middlesex.    The  question  in  our  case  is  not  only  whether  it 
is  lawful  J  but  also  ^heiherit'x^  necessary ;  not  only  whe- 
ther the  Sheriffs  lawfully  inay^  but  whether  by  law  they  must 
execute  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  Recorder's  waj-rant. 
Hie  case,  of  which  your  lordship  has  favoured  us  with  a 
co^^,  consists  of  four  parts. 
The  sentence  of  the  court 
The  Recorder's  warrant. 
A  statipjg;  of  a  sign  manual, — wbkh  if  not  our  case.^ 
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A  conclusfon,  — which  is  not  our  question^ 

The  case  and  question  therefore  referred  by  bis  majesty's 
command  to  the  twelve  judges,  is  neither  our  case  nor  our 
question. 

A  naked  opinion  of  the  judges,  on  the  case  referred  to 
them,  will  not  satisfr^  our  doubts,  as  to  that  due  execution  of 
our  office,  to  which  we  are  bound  by  law  and  oath.  For  by 
stating, .as  part  of  the  case,  the  sign  manual  (of  which, 
we  know  nothing)  the  judges  perhap  may  not  confine  their 
considerations  to  thq  validity  of  the  Recorder's  warrant, 
which  yet  is  the  only  one  we  have  for  execution,  except  the 
sentence  of  the  court,  with  which  it  militates  ;  and  by  con- 
cluding that  tl^e  Question  is,  whether  it  is  latx^ul  for  the  She- 
jiffs  to  execute  the  convicts  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
Recorder's  warrant,  our  questions  rfiay  chance  tq  receive  no 
answer;  for  should  their  lordships,  the  judges,  be  of  opinion 
that  these  words — the  u&ual  place  of  execution — are  /not  a 
material  part  of  the  sentence :  and  should  they,  obser^  ing  the 
discretion  which  is  still  left  to  the  Sheriffs,  even  in  the  Re- 
corder's warrant;  and  that  if  the  discretion  is  in  the  crown, 
and  not  in  the  Sheriffs,  it  cannot  be  delegated  by  the  crowa 
to  the  Sheriffs ;  should  the  judges  upon  this  or  any  other 
account,  be  farther  of  opinion  that  tlie  place  is  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Sheriffs,  making  themselves  responsible  fur 
the  fitness  of  the  pla«e ;  their  lordships  might  then  answer 
the  question  referred  tq  them  in  the  amrmative ;  and  might 
thereby  seem  to  Vest, the  discretion  in  the  crown,  whilst  Uie 
very  reason  of  their  answer  would  be,  that  they  judged  it' 
to  be  in  the  Sheriffs. 

For  these,  and  many  other  reasons,  my  lord,  we  wish 
humbly  to  intreat  his  majesty,  that  the  same  method  may  be 
followed  with  us,  as  was  practised  in  Sir  Edyvard  Coke's 
case,  who,  q^ter  having  been  chief-justice,  was  appointetl 
Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Buckingham,  /and  taking  four  ex- 
ceptions to  thfe  oath  proposed  f:o  him,  both  his  exceptions 
and  his  reasons  were,  by  the  Lord  Keeper,  laid  before  all 
the  judges,  and  received  each  a  separate  answer  with  their 

reasoiis. 

In  the  same  manner  we  pray,  that  this  letter,  and  owr 
objections,  as  we  delivered  these  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
r.iav  be  laid  before  the  j^idges,  that  so  our  case,  and  our 
questions,  may  receive  an  answer,  ^ince  it  is  intended  to 
i^iitisfy  our  doubts. 

We  are,  my  Lord,  &c. 

J.   TOWNSEND. 

' '  J.  Sa\vbridg£. 
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I 

« 

The  Lord  Chuncellor'*s  answer. 

■ 

Gentlemen, 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  at  Westminster  this  morning,  and 
have  transmitted  it  to  Lord  Weymouth,  and  am  inclined  tp 
believe,  that  when  you  have  seen  the  judges  opinion  that  v 
was  sent  to  me  last  night,  and  which  I  have  desired  Lord 
Weymouth  to  send  you  a  copy  of,  you  will  be  satisfied  that 
the  Recorder's  warrant  is  a  lawful  authority  fof  you  to  se6 
execution  done,  according  to  the  tenor  of -the  warrant 

If  the  warrant  is  a  lawful  authority,  I  conceive  that  you 
will  be  under  a  necessity  to  obey  it.  I  will  only  add,  that 
your  reasons  and  petition,  together  with  Serjeant  Glynn*s 
opinion,  were  transmitted  by  me  to  Lord  Mansfield,  and  I 
dare  say,  have  been  perused  by  the  judges,  though  they 
make  no  part  of 'the  case. 

After  you  have  perused  the  judges  opinion,  I  should 
be  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  state  your  own  case,  With 
your  question,  which  will  be  taken  into  consideration  if  vou 
remain  dissatisfied,  and  it  should  appear  that  any  material 
fact  has  been  stared  that  ouofht  to  be  omitted,  or  any  thing 
omijbted  that  Ought  to  have  been  stated,  or  if  the  qiiestion 
has  been  defectively  or  improperly  drawnl . 

Camden. 

.   On  Friday,  Dec.  L  the  Sherif&  received  the  following 
letter  froiii  Lord  Weymouth. 

Gentlemen,  ,        St.  James's,  Nov,  30. 

His  majesty  having  ^thought  proper  to  take  the  jud<ye8 
opinion  upon  the  diflBqulties  ybu.were  under  with  regard  to 
the  execution  of  Doyle  and  Valline,  in  oii'der  to  satisfy  your 
doubts  upon  that  head  I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you, 
that  the  judges  are  of  opinion, , "  that  the  time  and  place  of 
execution,  are,  inlaw,  no  part  of  the  judgment,  and  that 
the  Recorder's  warrant  was  a  lawful  authority  to  the  Sheriffs^ 
as  to  the  time  and  place  of  execution.'*" 

Weymouth. 
From  Lord  Weynwuth  to  the  Record^, 

Sir,  St.  Jame^s.  Nov.  30,  1769. 

The  Sheriffs  having  expressed  doubts  with  regard  to  the 


t 
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execution  of  Doj-le  and  Valline,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
take  the  judges  opinion  on  that  matter,  which  I  send  you 
herewith  ;  and  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  that,  having  laid  the 
same  before  the  king,  it  is  his  majesty's  pleasure,  that  there 
&hall  be  no  further  respite  for  those  convicts. 

From  th  Slieriffs  to  the  l/yrd  Charvc€lUn\ 


did  not  receive  irom  Lora  weymoutn,  any  account 
I  judges  opinion,  given  on  Friday  last,  Nov.  24th  till 
iaay,  the  1st  of  Dec.  We  thought  it  not  right  to 
e  your  lordship  with  a  reply,  whilst  we  were  in  daily 


My  Lord, 

V 

We  did  not;  receive  from  Lord  Weymouth,  any  account 
of  the-    '       '  ''--    -'  -'^^  '        -^     ^     -      " 

last  Fri< 
trouble  your 

expectation*  of  that  opinion.  And  we  waited  with  the 
greatest  impatience,  lest  your  lordship,  not  imagining  that 
such  a  delay  could  have  happe^ned,  should  suppose,  us  either 
backward  to  acknowledge  our  satisfaction,  or  negligent  to 
avail  ourselves  of  your  lordship's  very  kind  and  candid  offer 
of  farther  consideration,  if  we  remain  dissatisfied.  We 
cannot  but  lament,  my  lord,  that  ^by  the  inclosed  letter 
from  Lord  Weymouth,  our  doubts  are  over-ruled^  without 
being  saiUJied,  We  can  account  for  it  no  otherwise,  than 
by  supposing,  if  tha  judges^ saw  our  objections  mid  our  ques-. 
tions^  that  they  deemed  theip  too  trivial  to  deserve  an  an- 
swer. Whilst  we  submit  entirely  to  the  judges  opinion,  as 
c<Maveyed  to  us  by  Lord  Weymouth,  we  are  unhappy  to  be 
«ent  to  execution  without  the  least  information  where  this  dis- 
cretion is  lodged,  or  by  whom  it  is  exercised.  Weliave  re- 
ceived, as  in  ourjast  letter  we  apprehend,  a  naked  opinion 
from  the  judges,  "  that  the  place  of  execution  is  in  law  no 
part  of  the  judgment,  and  that  the  Recorder's  warrgu^t  is  a 
lawful  authority  to  the  Sheriffs  as  to  the  place  of  execution.'* 

If  we  have  iiad  our  doubts,  and  have  been  mistaken  m 
our  opinion,  we  hope  you?  lordship  will  excuse  us  when 
you  consider,  that  even  the  Recorder,  so  conversant  in  these 
matters,  and  whose  warrant  is,  for  the  future,  to  be  our  au- 
thoritv>  was  himself  uncertain  :  for  when  he  directed  us  in 
court  to  the  i^sual  place  of  execution,  he  must  either  have 
supposed  it  a  part  of  the  sentence,  or  that  he  was  exer- 
cising a  discretion,  in  that  pai'ticular,  vested  in  himself. 
His  subsequpnt  warnnit  contradicted  both  these  suppositions. 

Supposing  the  place  to  be  no  part  of  the  sentence,  how 
crouid  we  avoid  being  starded  when  we  saw, 

First,  A  discretion  exercised  by  the  Recorder  directing 
us  to  the  usual  ^phce  of  execution. 
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Secondly,  A  discretion  exercised  by  the  crown,  setting 
aside  the  Recorder's  discretion. 

Thirdly,  This  discretion  of  the  crown  not  signified  to  ns 
by  writ,  or  sign  manual^  but  by  warrant  from  the  Recorder, 
whotse'discretioB  it  over-ruled.     And 

Lastly,  A  discretion  left  to  ourselves  to  execute,  not  in^ 
but  as  near  to  a  church  txs  we  should  judge  convenient. 

We  need  not  repeat  to  your  lordship  many  other  reasons 
as  well  as  those  we  have  before  given,  to  justify  our  con- 
duct. The  judges  have  determined,  and  we  do  not^  pre- 
sume to  hesitate  on  their  decision.  What  is  now  said  is  not 
meant  to  cause  any  farther  trouble,  but  only  as  an  apology 
for  timt  which  we  have  already  occasioned  to  your  lordship* 

We  arc,  &c, 

J.   TOTWfEND. 

X  Sawbridge. 

V 

I 

Frojn^he  Sheriffs  to  Lord  Weymouth. 

^  My  JLo&d,  London^  Deo^  2* 

Th^  opinion  of  the  judges,  as  conveyed  to  us  by  your 
lordship,  has  over-ruled  our  doubts,  and  we  must  re- 
quest your  lordship  to  present  his  majesty  our  most  humble 
thanks  for  bis  majesty's  royal  condescension,  m  directing 
our  cage  to  be  laid  before  the  judges. 

We  are,  &c* 

y  ■  ■  'J.  TOWNSEN©. 

J.  Sawbridge. 

p.  S.    We  shall  be  obliged  to  your  lordship,  if  you  tyiH 
direct  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn^  opinion  to  be  returned  to  us. 

Letter  from  Lord  Weymouth.      /' 

Gektlbmen,  St.  James* s^  Dec.  4. 

I  AM  glad  to  find  that  the  opinion  of  the  judges  ha9 
over-ruled  your  doubts.  I  shall  not  fail  tp  lay  before  the 
king,  your  thanks  fdr  his  majesty^s  goodness  upon  this  occa-^ 
sion.  As  Mr.  Seijeant  Glymi's  opinion  was  transmitted  to 
me  by  you  as  one  of  the  retsMs  which  induced  you  to 
doubt  of  the  legality  of  the  Recorder'^  directions,  and  was. 


382  Want  of  CHARACTER,  a  common  Defect 

by  me,  laid  before  his  majesty,  the  original  must  remain  in 
wj/ 0^V^,  but' I  send  you  the  inclosed  copy. 

I  am,  S|:e. 

WeYxMOUTIJ. 

John  Doyle  and  John  Vail ine  were  executed  at  Bethnel- 
Green>  bn  Wednesday,  December  6^   1769. 

The  next  sentence  which  Mr.  Recorder  of  London  passed, 
was  on  Monday  the  1  Ith  of  December,  when  he  pronounce'd 
the  following  words  only. 

"  You  the  several  prisoners  at  the  bar  shall  be  severally 
hanged  by  the  neck  till  you  are  dead,  and  may  God  Almighty 
be  merciful  to  your  souls," 

\    1770,  Jan. 


XLII.  Want  of  Character^  a  common  Defect 

Nothing  so  true,  as  what  you  once  let  fall, 
.Most  women  have  no  character  at  all. 


Pope. 


'  Mr.  Urban, 

There  are  an  infinity  of  persons  in  the  world,  who  have 
absolutely  no  character;  the  temperament  of  whose  minds 
is  so  equal,  so  insipid,  that  no  one  passion  predominates, 
no  talent  appears  conspicuous  above  the  xest;  and  I  know 
not  whether  this'eVenness  of  disposition  be  not  a  state  much, 
to  be  envied,  since  the  maxim  is,  qui  bme  latuit^  benevixU; 
most  men,  however,  will  be  aiming  at  an  excellency  in  some 
way,  though  they  so  frequently  niiscarry  in  their  views  and 
de$igfts;  and  it  is  doubtless  a  very  laudable  ambition  for  a 
man  to  endeavour  to  distinguish  himself  above  the  herd, 
especially  when  his  object,  or  point  in  view,  is  honourable 
and  praiseworthy,  as  tending  to  the  benefit  and  advantage 
of  his  fellow  creati^res;  and  as  his  view  is  splendid,  so  fie 
will  be  suA'e  lo  display  his  best  parts  and  abilities  in  the 
pursuit  of  it.  Weiic:^  ZTXses  character  J  and  as  men's  minds 
arevarious^  and  their' pursuits  different,  characters  vviU  of 
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course  be  both  numerpus  and  distinct.  I  will  here  recite  a 
tew  instances  of  men,  both  ancient  and  modern,  in  whose 
characters  all  the  world  have  in  a  manner  agreed,  and  have 
accordingly  conferred  upon  them  a  pexuliar  epithet  expressive 
ot  the  turn,  the  genius,  and  superior  excellency  of  them  in 
their  several  departments.  .  ^ 

Amongst  the 'Orientals. 

Moses  waseminent  for  his  meekness. 

Job  for  his  patience. 

Solomon  for  his  wisdom,  &c,  ' 

In  Greece. 

The  poet,  xa/  l|o;^iy,  meant  Homer.         '  ' 

The  piiiiosof)her,  Aristotle. 

^orhii^'iiir'  ""^"^"^  °  ^"*"'^*  """  account  of  the  obscurity 

Alexander  was  the  Great^  and 

Plato  the  Divine,  &c.  •  . 

At  Rome. 

Valerius  was  Publicola.  . 

Fabius,  Maximus. 

Pompey,  Magnus, 

Cicero,  the  Orator. 

IVL  Aurelius,  the  Philosopher,  &c. 

And  lastly,   amongst  ourselves,   all   have  con<!Pnf«^  * 
give  to  Beda  the  title  of  Vave^able,  St  amonlt  .k*^ 
/itTc.  ""'  ""  ^-•^-'  Suhtilis,  'anotter  ""dZT p)l 

Mr'  J3 V'^^i  p"'"^"?  *^™«^  *^«  judicious. 

Mr.  Hales  of  Eton,  the  memorable. 

tamden,  the  learned.  ,  ' 

Milton,  the  sublime. 

Newton,  the  sagacious,  &c: 

So  in  regard  to  King«.  • 

Lewis  was  le  debonnaire. 

^harles,  Je  sage.  . 

PhiUp,  le  hardi.  '         ' 

Mwis,  le  bien  aim6. 

Wenry,  Bcauclerc. 
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Richard,  Cceur  de  Lion. 
William,  of  glorious  memory,  &c. 

And  the  Pope  upon  occasion  hath  much  in  the  same  tnart<- 
Tier  characterised  several  of  the  Europeans,  by  the  titles  of 
Christianissimus.     Fidei  Defensor. 
Catholicus.  Fidelissimus,  &c. 

I  am,  Sir,  Y6urs,  &c. 
1770,  Jan.  "^  T.  Row. 


XLIII.  On  the  general  application  ©f  the  Word  Great^ 

Mr.  Urban, 

IN  speakings  or  wjriting  of  those  persons,  who  have  been 
very  enUnent  and  conspicuous  in  their. way,  of  whatever 
kind  their  excellence  has  been,  we  are  very  apt  to  call 
them,  and  to  dignify  them  with  the  title  oi great.  Thus  we 
say,  the  great  Lord  Bacon,  the  great  Doctor' Harvey,  the 
great  Newton,  meaning  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  the  great  Locke, 
&c.  But  besides  this,  there  are  certain  subjects  in  history, 
on  whom,  by  general  consent,  the  posterities  have  conferred 
the  addition  of  greaty  magnusy  or  /x«Va?>  ^oi,r  t^x^jy,  distin- 
guishing them  thereby  from,  others,  who  have  happened  to 
bear  the  same  names.  /      - 

For  the  amusement  of  your  readers,  Mr.  Urban,  I  have 
here  sent  you  a  short  list  of  those  extraordinary  personages, 
■^vho,  so  far  as  I  can  recollect  them,  have,  been  honoured  with 
th^s  noble  agnomefZy  leaving  it  to  others  to  supply  deficien- 
cies from  their  own  readingand  memoryj  and  only  observing, 
that  though  here  speaking  in  general,!  have  termed  it  a  no" 
ble  agnomeny  yet  greatness  separate  ivoin  goodness^  does  hot 
aUvays  constitute  a  noble,  a,  finished,  and  exalted  character* 
hut  perhaps  in  some  instances  may  be  the  reverse ;  goodness 
beiug,^  without  doubt,  much  more  amiabie  and  valuable,  and 
consequently  more  noble,  than  mere  greatness,  how  tran- 
ficendant  soever. 

Cyrus  the  Great,  fonnderof  the  Persian  Monarchy. 

Alexander,  son  of  Philip  of  Macedon. 

Antiochns,  King  of  Syria. 

Herod,  the  Idninean.  Kins:  of  Judea. 

I  ompey,  ^^  rival  of  Julius  Cassar. 


Valentinian,  Roman  Emperor. 

Thaodosius,  Roman  Emperor. 

St.  Basil,  oike  of  the  Greek  Fathers* 

Leo  the  Pope; 

Gregory  the  Pope* 

Constantine^  Roman  £mperor. 

Charles,  Charlemagne,  Empei^or  of  the  Franks* 

piik.  King  of  Metcia. 

Egbert,  King  of  Wessex« 

i£lfred,  King  of  England. 

Egbat*^  Great  Mogul. 

Lewis  'XIV.  King  of  France. 

Peter,  Cziit  of  Muscovy.  x  '      ^    ' 

I  ha^e  ontitted)  ybn  observe,  St.  James  Majolr,  one  of  the 
Apostles,  so  called  to  distinguish  him  from  Sti  James  the 
Less;  also  Olams  Magnus,  Johannes  ]V][agnus,  and  Albertus 
Magnus,  have  ifio  place  assigned  them  in  the  list ;  neither 
have  I  noted  the  expressions^  the  Great  Mogul;  the  Grand 
6ignior^  the  Cran^Chan,  and  the  Grand  Lama  of  Tartary ; 
as  these  do  not  so^uch  denote  the  pre^^eminence  of  parti-* 
cular  persons,  as  t%e  grandeur  of  their  several  states  and 
empires^  % 

1j  am^  Sir,  your*s^  &c^ 

177  u  Marck  %  Row. 
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tLVfi  Description  of  a  wxinderful  Automaton.   In  a  Latter  front 

the  Rev.  Mn  Duteosi 

Sia,      "  Presburg  (in  HungdryJ  July  24# 

I  LEAVE  others  td  describe  tp  you  the  magnificent  feasts 
wi  r^oicings  occasioned  here  by  the  pr^sence^bf  the  Empress 
Queen,  the  Emperor,  and  ail  the  ImpeHal  family.  It  is  in 
my  opinion  almost  impossible  to  do  jti6ti<[>e  to  that  affability 
and  condescension,  so  full  at  onc«ji  of  regard  and  confidence^ 
^th  which  these  great  personages  converse  ^th  their  8ab« 
jeets;  and  no  less  ao  tp  describe  that  nobl6  tiibiite  of  love 
and  reVtti^nce  which  they  receive  from  their  subjects  in  re* 
Wn.  I  shall  content  myself  to  inform  the  public^  through 
the  channel  of  ypur  correspondence^  of  »i  invention  which 
^ftects  no  less  honour  dn  the  sciences^  than  oti  the  city  of 
i^i^birrg  which  bath  produced  it^ 

t)uriog  my  stay  in  this  city,  I  have  l>eeH  so  happy  as  W 
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farm  an  acquaintance  with  M.  de  Kempett,  an  Aulic  Coui^ 
lellor  and  Director  General  of  the  salt  mines  in  Hungary.  It 
seems  impossible  to  attain  to  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of 
Mechanics,  than  this  gentleman  hath  done.     At  l^ast  no 
artist  has  yet  been  able  to  produce  a  machine,  $>o  w"onderful 
in  its  kind,  as  what  he  constructed  about  a  y^ar  ago.     M.,de 
Kempett,  excited  by  the  accounts  he  received  of  the  ex- 
traordinary performances  of  the  celebrated  M.  de  Vaucanson, 
and  of  some  other  men  of  genius  in  France  and  England,  at 
first  aimed  at  nothing  more,  than  to  imitate  those  artists. 
But  he  has  done  more,  he  has  excelled  them.     He  has  con- 
structed an  Automaton,  which  can  play  at  chess  ^itb  the 
most  skilful  playei^.     This  machine  represents  a  man  of  the 
natural  size,  dressed  like  a  Turk,  sitting  before  the  tabic 
which  holds  the  chess-board.    This  table  (which  is  about 
three  feet  and  a  half  long,  and  about  two  feet  and  a  half 
broad)  is  supported  by  four  feet  that  roll  on  castors,  in  order 
the  more  easilj-  to  change  its  situation;  which  the  inventor 
fails  not  to  dp  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  take  away  all 
suspicion  of  any  communication.    Both  the  tabte  and  tfae 
:  figure  are  full  of  wheels,  springs,,  and  leaYers.     M.  de  Kem- 
pett makes  no  difficulty  of  shewing  the  Inside  of  the  machine, 
especially  when  he  finas  any  one  suspects  a  boy  to  be  m  it  I 
have  examined  with  attention  all  the  parts  both  of  the  table 
and  figure,  and  I  am  well  acssurfed  there  is  not  the  least 
gro'nnd  for  such  an  imputation.     I  have  played  a  game  at 
chess  with  the  Automaton  myself.     I  have  particularly  re- 
marked, with  great  astonishment,  the  precision  with  which 
it  made  the  various   and  complicated  movements  of  tfae 
tf  m,  with  which  it  plays.     It  raises  tire  arm,  it  advances  it 
towards  that  part  of  the  chess-board,  on  which  the  piece 
stands,  which  ought  to  be  moved;  and  tiheji  by  a  moveinebt 
of  the  wri^t,  itbrihgs  the  hand  down  upon  the  piece,  opens 
^e  hand,  closes  it  upon  the  piece  in  order  to  grasp  it,  lilts 
it  .up,  and  places  it  upon  the  square  it  is  to  be  removed  to; 
t^is  done,  it  lays  its  arm  down  upon  a  cushion  which  ispjaced 
on  the  chess-board.     If  it  ought  to  take  one  of  itjs  adversa- 
,  ry's  pieces,  then  by  one  entire  movement,  it  removes  that 
piece  quite  off  the  chess-board,  and  by  a  series  of  such 
i^iovemcnts  as  I  have  been  describing,  it  returns  to  take  op 
its  oWn  piece,  and  place  it  in  the  square,  which  the  other 
bad  left  vacant.     1  attiempted  to  practice  a  small  deceptipn^ 
by  giving  the  Queen  the  move  of  a/Knight;  but  mym^* 
chanio  <^ponent  was  not  to  be  so  imposed  on ;  he  took  up  my 
'  Queen  anci  replaced  her  in  the  square  she  had  been  removei 
from.    AU  this  is  done  with  the  same  rei^diness  that  a  cofia- 
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txion  player  shews  at  this  gatne,  and  I  have  often  engaged 
with  pefsdnsy  who  played  heither  so  expeditiously,  nor  %o 
skilfully  as  this  Automaton^  who  yet  would  have  been  ex- 
tiremely  affronted,  if  one  had  compared  them  to  him.  You 
will  perhaps  expect  me  to  propose  some  conjectures^  as  to 
the  means  employed  to  direct  this  machine  id  its  movements. 
I  wish  I  could  form  any  that  were  reasonable  and  well- 
funded;  but  notwithstanding  the  minute  attention,  with 
which  I  have  repeatedly  observed  it,  1  have  not  been  able 
in  the  least  degree  to  fordfi  any  hypothesis  which  could 
featisfy  myself.  The.English  ambassador,  Prince  Guistiniani^ 
and  several  English  Lords,  for  whom  the  inventor  had  the 
complaisance  to  make  the  figure  phty>  stood  round  the  table 
while  I  played  the  game.  They  all  had  their  eyes  on  M. 
de  Kempett,  who  stood  by  the  table,  Or  soinetimes  i'emoved 
five  or  SIX  feet  from  itj  yet  not  one  of  them  could  discover 
the  least  motion  in  him,  that  could  influence  the  Automaton, 
They  who  had  seen  the  effects  produced  by  the  loadstone  in 
the  curious  exhibitions  on  the  Boulevards  at  Paris,  cried  out, 
that  the  loadstone  must  have  been  the  means  here  employed 
to  direct  the  arm.  But,  besides  that  there  are  many  ob- 
jections to  this  supposition,  M,  de  Kempett,  with  whom  t 
nave  bad  long  conversations  since  on  this  subject,  offers  to 
let  anyone  bring  as  close  as  he  pleases  to  the  table  the 
strongest  and  best^armed  mao^net  that  can  be  fouiid,  dr  any 
weight  of  iron  whatever,  without  the  least  fear  that  the 
movements  of  his  machine  will  be  affected  or  disturbed  by 
it  He  also  withdraws  to  any  distance  you  please,  and  lets 
the  figure  play  four  or  five  moves  successively  without  ap- 

{ broaching  it  It  is  unnecessary  to  remark,  that  th^  marvel- 
ous in  this  Automaton  consists  chiefly  in  this^  that  it  has 
not  (as  in  others,  the  most  celebrated  machines  of  this  sort) 
one  determined  series  of  movements,  but  that  it  always 
moves  in  consequence  of  t^e^anner  in  which  its  opponent 
xjioves;  which  produces  an^'am^zing  multitude  of  different 
combinations  in  its  movements.,  M.  deKempett^ndsupfrom 
time  to  time  the  jspringsof  the  arm  of  this  Automaton,  inordet 
to  renew  its  moving  force,  but  this,  you  will  observe,  has 
fto  relation  to  its  guiding  force  or  power  of  direction,  which 
makes  the  great  merit  of  this  machine.  In  general  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  contriver  influences  the  direction  of  almost 
every  stroke  played  by  the  Autpmaton,  although  as  I  have 
said,  I  have  sometimes  seen  him  leave  it  to  itself  for  many 
inoves  together;  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  most  difficufi 
circumstance  of  all  to  compfeb^d  in  what  regards  this  ma« 
chine.  M.  de  Kempett  has  tlie  more  merit  in  this  inveatio% 
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as  he  complains  that  his  designs  hav6  fi6t  always  .t>eM 
seconded  by  workmen  so  s^kilful  as  was  requisite  t6  the  exact 
precision  of  a  work  of  this  nature;  and  ne  ho^es  he  shall, 
ere  long,  produce  to  the  world  perfdntianees  still  iftore  sur- 

E rising  than  this.  Indeed  one  liiay  expect  every  thing  from 
is  knowledge  and  skill,  which  are  exceedingly  enhanced  by 
his  uncommon  modesty.  Never  did  genius  triumph  vtith 
less  ostentation. 

1  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c.  Stc. 
mi,  Jan. 
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XLV.  Method  oi  taking  Izngre$«ioDs  from  Medals. 

Mr.  Urban^' 

Chiefly  owing  to  the  t6st  required  for  putehasif\g  2 
cabinet  of  medals,  it  has  happetied,  that  the  study  ^f  them 
has  hitherto  been  confined,  cbmpafatively,  to  a  few  indi- 
viduals. Another  principal  impediment  to  the  cultivati^ti  df 
an  acquaintanfce  with  them  hais  Jirisen  from  the  dllJicul^  of 
understanding  the  inscriptions  thereon,  for  tvant  of  a  stlmci- 
ent  knovvledge  of  languages;  ofi  which  account  in  particular, 
this  study  has  been  condemned  by  the  illiterate  as  barren 
and  useless;  but  such  as  a)*e  acquainted  with  the  advantaged 
which  have  already  resulted  from  these  nmnrni  fnem&riaies, 
cannot  hesitate  a  moment  to  assist  the  promotion  of  a  mote 
general  pursuit  of  the  subject.  .     *    ' 

While  colossiaA  statues,  and  the  hardest  marbles,  with 
their  deepest  inscriptions  ate  destroyed  by  accident  or  by 
time,  and  paintings  nnished  witli  the  highest  colours  quickly 
fade,  a  medal  shall  survive  innumerable  accidents,  and  dis- 
close historical  facts  a  thousand  years  after  statues  are 
crumbled  away;  and  when  nothing  but  the  names  of  an 
Apelies  or  a  l^raxiteles  remain.  Does  not  a  sitig^le  medal  of 
which  we  are  in  possession,  give  us  greater  light  into  history, 
than  the  once  famous  libraries  of  Alessandria  and  Pergamus, 
which  are  now  no  more^  From  the^e  atid  many^  other  con- 
siderations, i  would  willingly  contribute  my  endeavours  to 
render  this  study  more  general,  and  consequently  tnore  use- 
TuL  I  have  tried  a  variety  of  methods  to  enable  a  young 
jmedalist  to  collect  a  cabinet,  which  may  initiate  hilii  into 
the  knowledge  of  medals  and  coins  at  a  trifling  expence. 

Tile  method  of  taking  off  plaster-of-Paris  and  sulphur  im- 
pressLous,  is  known  to  every  body :  the  first  is  too  soft  to 
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preserve  them  from  injury,  and  the  brittleness  of  sulphur  is 
a  -greater  obj  ec ti  on. 

I  found  by  forming  a  coat  or  layer  of  thin  metal  over  the 
plaster  of  Paris,  it  would  be  a  considerable  defence.  Tin  is 
the  cheapest  and  most  convenient  metal  for  the  purpose, 
as  it  is  sufficiently  flexible,  and  at  the  9a«i^  tiine  veqr  mwch 
xe^embles  silver.  The  tin-foil  I  have  tried,  i$  pf  the  saa>e 
];ihd  with  that  used  for  silvering  Jookiog-glasses.  It  should 
Jbe  laid  over  the  medal  or  coin  intended  to  be  taken  off,  and 
then  rubbed  either  with  a  brusb,  the  point  of  a  skewer,  or 
a^^,  till  it  has  received  perfectly,  the  impression  of  the 
medal ;  the  tin-foil  should  now  be  pared  off  round  the  edge 
of  the  loedal  till  it  is  brought  tp  the  s^me  cirjpuxpferenge : 
tfee  med$^l  iwust  then  be  reversed,  and  the  tin-foil  will  drop 
off  into  a  cbiji  box  or  mould  ready  to  receive  it,  the  concave 
side  of  the  foil,  or  that  which  Jaia'on  the  face  of  the  jnedal|> 
being  uppermost;  upon  this  pour  plaster  of  Paris  made  in 
the  usual  manner,  and  when  dry^  the  cast  figure  may  bp. 
takeu  ptit  of  the  box  or  mould,  with  the  tin-foil  sticking  ojx 
ihe  plaster,  the  convex  side  being  npw  uppermost  again,  in 
which  position  it  is  to  be  kept  in  the  cabinet,  after  it  be- 
comes dry.  To  have  an  impression  very  perfect,  the  thin-* 
pest  tiQ^^il  shpvild  be  made  use  of. 

The  impressions  taken  in  the  foregoing  manner  almost 
equal  silver  medals  in  -beauty,  and  are  very  durable.  Jf  tb^ 
box  or  luouldbe  rather  larger  than  the  impression  of  tin-foiL 
the  plaster,  whep  poured  on,  runs  round  its  edges,  ana 
iforms  a  kind  of  white  frame,  or  circular  border  round  the 
foil,  whence  the  new  made  medal  appears  mo^e  neat  and 
beautiful^  If  th^  tin*foil  be  gilt  with  gold  leaf,  by  meansf 
<?f  thin  isinglass  glue,  the  medal  will  resemble  gold.  ' 
.  Haymg  thus  endeavoured  to  put  it  iijto  tt^e  power  of  a 
youi^  fl^eMJ^iist  tp  proeqre,  in  this  manner,  .what  number  of 
pedals  wd  poiiis  he  pleases,  for  at  inpstas  i^iany  pence,  I 
shall  conctede,  with  only  saying,  that  if  by  this  means  I 
l»ay  prove  instrumental  to  the  promotion  of  ^gi;  paore  general 
knowledge  tfc^reof^  by  rendering  the  expenpe  incQnsidera«4 
^le,  it  will  be  a4e<iufi|ie  to  the  motive  q| 

1771,  Feb.  INVESTIGATOB, 
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XXJVIf  iMtax  Hetd  Ache,  vi(h  Bemedies. 

Mitt  Urbak, 

I  SEND  yoa  tN  following  remarkable  case,  in  hopes  tbat 
tome  of  yout  medical  corres|>ondents  will  take  the  trouble  of 
eousidermgt  and  giving  their  opinion  upon  it,   ^ 

And  am  yours,  &c.. 

W,  E. 

A  yotJNG  man,  by  trade  a  gardener,  of  tho  age  of  22  year^ 
has  beep  for  seven  years  past  (at  every  chaDgex)f  the  moon) 
afflicted  with  a  most  violent  head  ache,  which  entirely  de- 
stroys his  appetite^  deprives  him  of  rest,  and  tenders  him 
totally  incapable  of  following  his  business.  He  expects  the 
return  of  bis  disorder  about  24  hours  before  the  change,  from 
which  time,  till  the  change,  the  pain,  and  the  ill  conse^ 
quenqes  attending  it  increase,  then  gradually  decrease,  and 
aboutsun*set  of  uie  secohd  day  after,  be  finds  himself  per- 
fectly recovered.  He  has  frequently  bathed  in  the  sea,  and 
taken  vast  quantities  of  medicine  without  the  least  good  effect, 
as  be  thinks  every  return  of  his  disorder  is  more  violent  thao 
the  former.  He  is,  at  all  other  times,  extremely  heartyi 
and  of  a  healthy  appearance* 

Mr.  Urban,  Leeds,  Mmf  isth,  1771. 

Having  been  much  afflicted  with  an  obstinate  head  ache, 
from  which  1  feared  I  should  find  no  deliverance,  and  being 
now  greatly  relieved  of  that  troublesome  complaint,  I  felt 
more  compassion  for  the  young  man  mentioned  m  your  last 
month^s  Magazine,  than  would  probably  have  been  excited 
by  the  recital  of  another  case  equally  troublesome. 

My  compassion  for  him  has  made  me  venture  to  give 
my  opinion^upon  his  case,  and  to  offer  a  bint  for  bis  relietl 

If  tne  case  is  fairly  stated,  and  no  material  circumstances 
concealed,  I  shouid  apprehend  this  disorder  to  arise  from 
a  partial  plethora,  and  would  recommend  the  followiDg^ 
method  of  cure. 

Let  bis  diet  be  very  temperate  both  in  quantity  and 
quality;  let  no  liquor,  be  drunk  stronger  than  mild  table 
beer,  of  a  good  age  and  well  hopped.  It  would  probably  be 
$till  better  to  drink  Ofi\y  water  with  his  victuals.  Let  him  eat 
Xio  fle3h  meat  but  at  dmaer  i  let  hi^  breakfast  i^nd  supper  be 


LxamrlUadAcht.  with  Remedies.  39 i 

ofmilk,  or  water  gruel :  let  his  belly  be  kept  gently  open 
,4)y  some  mild  purgative  taien  occasionally  at  beef  time. 
Xet  his  head  be  kept  cool :.  if  he  wears  his  own  hair,  let  it  be 
always  cut  thin ;  if  a  wig,  let  his  head  be  shaved  all  over 
twice  a  week.     I  would  advise  him  not  to  bathe  His.  body^ 
^  put  to  wash  his  head  and  neck  every  morning  with  the  coldest 
water  hecan  procure. '  Let  him  wear  nothing  tight  or  very 
warm  about  his  neck,  and  in  the  night  always  sleep  with  the 
collar  of  his  shirt  unbuttoned.     Let  him  frequently  wash  his 
feet  in  water,  new-milk  warm,  and  wear  warm  stockmgis.  And 
at  every  approach  of  his  bead  ache,  let  him  apply  about  six 
leeches   to  his  temples  or  behind  his  ears,  a  day  or  two 
before  the  usual  beginmng^  of  the  paroxysm.     During  the 
fit  he  may  keep  his  feet  in  warm  water  about  half  an  hour, 
three  times  a  day.    In  this  metnod  he  should  persevere  for 
$ix  months  at  least,  before  he  lays  it  aside  ( taking  no  medi* 
cin^s,  except  the  aperient  occasionally,  during  t;^s  course. 

If  these  hints  be  judged  worth  notice,  I  sincerely  wish 
the  yoting  miiti  all  imaginable  saecess ;  and  should  be  glad 
to  know  the  result  in  some  future  Magazine, 

Yours,  &c/ 

W.  H.  Chir. 

Mr.  Urban,  Looe^  June  17,  177  L 

In  yoiir  Magazine  for  April  last,  there  is  a  request  to  some 
of  your  medical  correspondents,  for  their  opinion  6n  a  re- 
markable case,  from  a  young  man  under  the  signature  of  W. 
E.  As  I  take  delight  m  relieving  the  distresses  of  my  fel* 
low-creatures,  I  recommend  to  him  the  following  powder: 
—Take  of  Wild  Valerian  Root  and  Peruvian  Bark  in  powder, 
^ach  half  a  drachm;  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day  in  any 
agreeable  liquid,  using  for  his  common  drink  an  infusion  of 
sassafras  shavings,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  sassafras  tea. 
To  begin  taking  it  soon  after  the  recovery  from  the  parox- 
ysm^ and  to  defer  taking  it  a  day  before  its  return  is  ex- 
pected, and  during  its  existence,  that  is,  it. is  to  be  taken 
only  in  the  intervals  of  the  disorder. 

I  recommend  the  above  medicine  from  the  experience  of 
having  cured  a  girl,  who  laboured  under  the  same  disorder 
three  years ;  eacii  successive  return  increasing  in  violence. 
The  symptoms  were  exactly  similer  in  every  respect,  ex- 
cepting, that  my  patient  haa,  during  the  paroxysm,  or  re« 
turn  of  the  disorder,  a  pretty  free  discharge  of  limpid  senim 
fiom  the  eye3;  mouth,  and  nose;  and,  attbo  decrease,  an 

C  c  4 
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hemofr^age  from  the  latter.  6be  had  tried  vari6uft  tAt4in 
ciiies  before  she  applied  to  m^,  witbbut  the  least  relief.  - 1 
Ordered  the  above,  and  a  complete  cure  was  effected,  hay^ 
ing  only  two  returns  of  the  disolder.  Tb^  first  was.  mudh 
inuder  than  usual,  th^  second,  with  greater  severity ;  do^ 
ting  each  of  which  there  appeared  a  redness  behind  the  ekt^^ 
ind  small  luipps  in  th^  scalp,  all  over  the  head,  which,  h6w«> 
ever,  vanished  as  the  disorder  decreased.  Should  it  bappeti 
to  prove  successful  upon  trial  with  the  pi^rson  who  ti6^  zp^ 
t)lies,  it  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  be  m^ai6  acijuaint^  th^te* 
Mrith  through  the  cbatnnel  of  your  Magazine. 

I  toil  &o. 

» 

1771,  ^r^,  MiQf^  and/^  ^,  6. 


XLV IL  Enumertlion  tf  Vulfsr  Btvors. 

Mr,  Urbak, 

As  ^rts  and  sciences  make  very  perceptible  advances  in 
Europe,  after  every  ten  years,  an  Encyclopa^die  or  Maga* 
zine^  wherein  to  register  our  new  stores,  becomes,  of  ae- 
cessity,  a  periodical  publication.  But  as  these  dictionaries 
eontam  not  only  what  is  new,  but  generally  a  intern  of  «11 
that  is. known  both  new  and  o)d  upon  every  article,  they  are 
t;oo  bulky  and  expensive  for  common  use.  Perhaps  a  more 
eligible  method  to  treasure  our  acquisitions,  and  to  mark 
the  ground  webave  gained,  would  be  to  republish  from  time 
to  tiine  a  book  of  vulgar  errors,  as  fast  as  new  lights^  and  better 
knQwledge  concurred  to  remove  our  old  prejudices.  Hav* 
ing  long  entertained  this  thought^  my  expectatioos  weie 
Yf!|:y  gf^t^tly  raised  upon  seeing  an  advertisement  not  a  greit 
vlftiie  since,  promisang  us  a  book  of  vulgar  errors,  by  afeU 
low  of  one  of  the  colleges  in  Cambridge,  most  celebrated 
for  good  philosophers  and  naturalists.  I  caonots^y,  how* 
.  ever,  that  I  found  my  knowledge  very  ihucb  advanced  by 
dius  collection ;  and  tbo^gh  every  attempt  to  increase  the 
iufldof  science  deserves  the  aeknowledj^ment  of  its  votaries, 
yet!  suppose  «very  gentleman  of  reading  will  allow  that  a 
more  scientific  choice  of  articles  might.bave  beeamadietiuai 
this  of  Mr.  Fevaigues.  A  collection  of  vulgar  errot^  il  not  9, 
cciiecfioh  of  the  errcHs  of  the  vul|;ar>  that  would,  indeed,  be 
i  lai^e  book,  but  of  the  errors  of  the  commoQ  rate  of  pbt^ 
losophers  und  men  of  science.    Such  is  that  df  Sir  Thomas 
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UtowTif  in  which  you  5^111  not  find  m^ny  errors  of  the  com- 
mpn  people,  except  that  body  was  much  more  learned  than 
it  is  ht  present.  Of  ^U  the  books  recommended  to  our 
you^h,  after  their  academical  stpdies,  I  do  not  know  a  bet- 
tct  than  this  of  Sir  Thomas's  to  excite  their  curiosity,  to  put 
them  i^pon  thinking  and  inquiring,  ^nd  %o  guard  t^hem  against 
Iteikitig  any  thing  upon  ^rust  from  opinion  or  authority.  Hv^ 
language  has,  indeed,  a  little  {|ir  of  aifectation,  which  is  apt 
to  dtisgust  young  persons ;  and  it  wouici  be  doing  a  very  great 
36rvic^  to  that  class,  if  any  geiittpman  of  learning  would 
:Uike  the  {^ins  to  smooth  ana  adapt  it  a  little  niore  tc>  moderi) 
jea^s. 

It  is  near  a  century  and  ^  half  sii^c^  this  book,  which  was 
the  firfit  of  the  kin4  that  in  any  degree  answered  its  title, 
Was  }>ublished.  Since  that  9ge  I  know  of  no  other  but  that 
jabdve«>nientioned,  of  the  gentleman  of  St  John's.  Yet  z$ 
tthe  growth  of  science  has  been  so  rich  and  fertile  in  the  last 
century  and  this,  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  Ust  of  errors  re-c 
yn&oed  >vou1d  make  a  much  larger  book  than  even  Sir  T. 
Browqi*s.  Out  pf  more  than  three  hundred  I  find  minuted 
py  myself,  here  follow  a  few  in  one  part  of  Natural  History 

I.  That  the  scorpion  dqes  not  sting  itself  when  surrounded 
Vy  fire,  and  that  its  sting  is  not  even  venomous.  Keysler'a 
*fravels,  Maupertuis,  Hughes's  Barbadoes,  Hamilton's  Letter 
\tk  the  Philosophicial  Transactions. 

II.  That  the  tarantula  is  not  poisonous,  and  that  music  has 
Ho  partipular  effect  on  persons  bitten  by  it,  more  than  on 
tfiose  stung  by  a  wasp.  De  la  Lande's  Travels,  Naples; 
Abb£  Richard's  ditto,  Experiments  of  the  Prince  of  San 
^vero. 

III.  Thai  the  lizard  is..not  friendly  to  man  in  particular,. 
jnuch  lesis  does  it  awaken  him  on  the  approach  of  a  serpent, 
^lughes's  Barbadoes,  Brook's  Natural  History. 

Iv.  That  the  iremora  has  no  such  power  as  to  retard  the; 
isluling  of  a  ship  by  sticking  itself  to  its  bottom.  De  la 
lande,  alii  passim' 

V.  That  the  stroke  of  die  cramp  fish  is  not  occasioned  by 
%  muscle.     Bancroft's  Guiana  concerning  the  ti^rporific  eeL 

VL  That  the  salamander  does  not  live  in  fire,  nor  is  ft 
tapable  of  bearing  more  heat  than  other  animals.  Sir.  T 
Bn»wn  snq»ected  it,  Keysler  has  clearly  proved  it. 

VII,  T^at  the  bite  of  the  spider  is  not  venomous.  Reau« 
niun  That  it  is  found  in  Ireland  too  plentifully.  That  it 
Wno  dij^like  to  fixing  its  web  on  Irish  oak.    That  it  has  q6 
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antipathy  to  the  toad.     Barring.ton's  Letter,  Philosophijciil 
Transactions,  &c.  Swammerdain. 

Vlli.  It  is  an  error  to  suppose  that  a  fly  has  only  a  micro- 
scopic eye.  Dragon  flies,  bees,  wasps,  flesh  flieSj^  &Ci  will 
Xnxxt  off  and  avoid  an  object  in  their  ^vay  on  the  swiftest  wing, 
which  shews  a  very  quick  and  commanding  sight.  It  is  pro- 
bable, tliat  the  si^ht  of  all  animals  is  in  quickness  and  ex- 
tent, proportionea  to  their  speed.    ' 

IX.  The  porcupine  does  not  shoot  out  his  qi^itls  for  annoy- 
ing  his'  enemy  ^  he  only  sheds  tliem  annually,  as  other 
feathered  animals  do.  He  has  a  musculq^r  s&in,  and  cao 
shake  the  loose  ones  off  at  the  time  of  moulting.  Hughes,  ei 
clii  passim . 

X*  The  jack-all,  commonly  called  the  lion's  provider,  ha^ 
Tiio  connection  at^all  with  the  lion.  He  is  a  sort  of  fox» 
and  is  hunted  in  the  East  a^  the  Fox  is  with  us.  Shaw^ 
Sandy& 

XL  The  fable  of  the  fox  and  grapes  is  taught  us  from  our 
childhood,  without  our  ever  reflecting  that  the  foxes  we  are 
acquainted  with,  do  not  eat  grapes.  This  fable  came  from 
the  East,  the  fox  of  Palestine  is  a  great  destroyer  of  grapes. 
V.  Hasselquist,  Shaw^ 

XII.*  The  eye  of  birds  is  not  more'  agile  than  that  of  other 
awinjals,  though  their  sight  is  nwre  quick.  On  the  conr 
trary,  their  eye  is  quite  immoveable,  as  is  that  of  most 
;jiniinals  and  insects  or  the  quickest  sight.  Biitisli  Zoologj', 
&c. 

XIII.  The  tiger,  instead  of  being  the  swiftest  of  beasts,  15 
a  ren>arkably  sluggish  and  slow  animal.  Owen^s  Dictionary' 
in  verba.     Experiment  at  Windsor  Lodge. 

XIV.  Sir  Thomas  Brown,  who  wrote  against  Vulgar 
Errors^  .maintains  that  apes  and  elephants  may  be  taught  to 

ipeak* 

'  I  am  afraid  of  trespassing  farther  on  your  paper  at  this, 
time.  At  some  future  opportunity  I  will  convey  to  you  a 
Kiuch  larger  list,  under  the  beads  of  quadrupeds,  oirds, 
fislHJs,  insects,  vegetables,  and  minerals.  This  commoa 
(livisioTv  seems  more  commodious,  than  that  of  Sir  Thomas, 
who  has  given  a  Miscellanjr  of  Erroi-s  in  Natural  Historjj-, 
Arts,  Civil  History,  Religious  Traditions,  Paintings,  &c'. 
'Natural  History  alone,  would  furnish  a  considerable  volume, 
if  we  add  to  the  heads  I  have  just  mentioned,  the  errors  ^ 
to  the  Elements,  the  Air  and  Meteors,  the  Earth,  the  Wa- 
tcri5,  tlie  Meavens.  Civil  History  is  a  very  large  field  aisQ. 
A  Frenph  author  has  lately  giv^n  us  a^  collection  of  various 
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j^rtieles  of  Ancient  History,  which  pass  ciirrent,  yet  are 
Biany  of  them  demonstrably  f^se.  His  work  has  some  trifling, 
amcles* 

I  am,  yours,  &c, 

a 

Mr.  Urban,  *  June  19. 

.  Having  accidentally  been  this  day  a  spectator  of  the  fu- 
nera)  procession  of  Sir  Barnard  Turner,  I  Was  referred,  by 
a  learned  friepd,  in  consequence  of  a  conversation  on  the 
subject  of  the  delay  in  movmg  the  body,  to  Mr.  Barrington''* 
*'  Observations  on  the  more  ancient  statutes,"  p,  474; 
where  it  clearly  appears,  that,  whatever  was  the  real  cause 
of  the  delay,  it  could  not  possibly  have  been  from  any  lkgai. 
ARREST*.  "It  is  difficult,"  says  the '  honourable  and  very 
learned  judge,  "  to  account  for  many  of  the  prevailing  vul- 
gar  errors  with  regard  to  wbdt  is  supposed  to  be  law.  Such 
are,  that  the  body  of  a  debtor  may  be  taken  in  execu* 
T-ION  AFTER  HIS  DEATH;  which,  however,  was  practised  in 
Prussia;  before  this  present  king  abolished  it  oy  the  Code 
Frederique,  Other  vulgar  errors  are,  that  the  old  statutes 
have  prohibited  the  planting  pf  vineyards,  or  the  use  of  saw.* 
iug-mills;  which  last  notion  I  should  conceive  to  have  been 
occasioned  by  5  and  6  Edw.  VI.  cap.  xxii.  forbidding  what 
are  called  gig^^nills,  as  they  were  supposed  to  be  prejudi^r 
cial  to  the  woollen  manufacture.  There  is  likewise  an  act^ 
of  23  Eliz*  cap.  v.  which  prohibits  any  iron  mills  mthxn  two 
and  twenty  miles  of  London,  to  prevent  the  increasing  dear* 
ness  of  wood  for  fueL  As  for  sawing  mills,  I  cannot  fin  J 
any  statute  which  relates  to  them;  they  are,  however,  esta- 
blished in  Scotland,  to  the  very  great  advantage  both  of  the 
proprietors  and  the  country.  It  is  supposed  likewise  to  be 
penal  to  open  a  coal  mine,  or  to  kill  a  crow,  within  five  mile$ 
of  London  ta^  also  to  shoot  with  a  wind  gun^  or  to  carry  a 
.dark  lanthom.  The  first  of  these  I  take  to  arise  from  a  sta« 
tute  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  prohibiting  the  use  of  a  crossi* 
how;  and  the  other  from  Guj/  Fawke$\s  dark  lanthom  in  the 
powder  plot.   To  these  vqlgar  errors  may  be  added  the  sup« 


"*  Macb  has  been  said,  od  the  present  oocasion,  about  the  Spanish  ambassa* 
4oT8  in  one  of  the  chapels  of  Westminster  Abbey,  who  are  said  to  have  been 
kept  above  ground  for  debt;  but  this  story  also^  ^e  hav« -no  doubt,  may  ba 
classed  among  the  vulgar  errors^  and  attributed  to  the  ignorance  of  the  verger^ 
like  the  old  story  of  the  lady  who  died  by  |>nc](Ui(  her  ^nger  in  wbrkix];g  on  « 
Sunday*  . 


/ 
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fioe^inj^  that  the  Icin^  signs  th^  death-warrftnt  (^  it  is  ea!M) 
for  the  executiof>  of'  a  criminal;  as  also,  that  there  is  a  sta<» 
tnie  which  obliges  the  owners  of  asses  to  crop  their  ears» 
lest  the  length  of  them  should  ftighten  the  horses  which  they 
meet  on  the  road.  To  these  \n>lgar  Errors  may  be  perhaps 
addled  the  notion,  that  a  woman's  marrying  a  man  under  the 
gallows  will  save  him  from  the  execution.  This  probably 
^rose  fmm  a  wife  having  brought  an  appeal  against  the  mur- 
derer of  her  husband,  ^ho  afterwards  repenting  die  prosc'* 
CQtion  of  her  lover>  not  only  forgave  the  oflFence,  but  was 
willing  to  marry  the  appellee.  It  is  also  a  very  prevailing 
error,  that  those  who  are  bom  at  s^  belonjg;  to  Stcpnfey 
parish.  I  may  likewise  add  to  diese,  that  any  one  may  be 
fui  into  the  Crown-offiet  for  no  cause  whatsoever,  or  the  most 
trifling  injury.  An  ingenious  correspondent,  to  whom  I 
JiaTPe  not  qnly  this  obIigati(^n,  suggests  two  additional  vulgar 
fisrrors*  When  a  man  designs  to  marry  a  woman  who  is  in 
debt,  if  he  takes  her  from  the  hands  of  a  priest  clothed 
ttnly  in  hershifk,  it  is  supposed  that  he  will  not  be  liable  to 
her  engagements.  Tlie  second  is,  that  there  was  no  land^. 
tax  before  the  xeign  of  William  the  Thjrd." 

These  curious  particulars,  Mr.  Urban,  are  from  the  Ob- 
ifeen'^ations  on  Stat.  3  Henrv  VIII.  whence,  I  am  persuaded, 
yom*  readers  will  not  be  displeased  to  see  a  further  extract. 

**  Not  only  physicians  are  intended  by  this,  law  to  be  put 
vpon  the  liberal  footing  which  that  most  learned  and  tiseful 
profession  merits  from  the  public,  but  surgeons  also,  whc^ 
receive  a  further  encoupgement  from  a  statute  of  the  fifth 
of  Henry  the  Eighth,  which  exempts  them  from  an  attend? 
ance  upon  juries.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  sh)^lar  tq^ 
suppose  that  this  exemption  from  serving  on  jurif^s  is  the 
foundation  of  the  vulgar  error  that  a  snreeon  or  buteh^ 
(from  the  harbarity  of  their  business)  may  be  cbaBenged  as 
jurors^^  A  ridicule  *^as  been  thrown  upon  sur^oo^s,  from 
their  having  been  in<:arporated,  fbrmetiy,  witb  barbers; 
from  ijrhich  union  they  have  but  within  these  few  years  se- 
parated themselves.  The  ridicule,  however,  arises  from 
the  change  in  the  barber's  situation,  and  not  that  of  the  s«r*r 
jgeon*.     rUrfbte  the  invention  of  perukt»s,  barbers  wrere  iwt 
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*  **  It  appears,  by  JoinvHIe's  Life  of  St.  Lewis,  that  barbers  in  other  eoiiAr 
^ri(C»  wets  aucientty  the  ssrseons  ^f^ko  atfeentled  armies  alarms  «  oampaign.  It 
U  believed  that  thcT^  fs  flot,  by  ^e  Www  of  any  ether  oomtry,  so  e«ly  aa  at* 
itentioti  to  tlM^romotionH>f  anatemieal  Iraoirletiise  as  by  the  tl^ity*irst«rHaiM7 
.the  Kishth>  which  cm^wer»^he  tinited  ceaip^ies  of  bathers  a«d  -BWijimm  t> 
4ttsei,*t,  yeacrly,  four  Of  «hc  JM^dies  i<>f^  eeodenmM  Jtm^afectm  awaowtsji  at  T^ 
Jburn.** 
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employed  often  in  the  low  ofRce  of  having,  and  as  for  th« 
making  of  wigs,  it  is  a  brat;^  of  trade  which  hath  no  sort 
of  connection  with  chiriir»^fy.^--It  should  Reem,  from  ancient 
*    portraitS3  that  the  bea^#Vas -suffered  either  to  grow  to  it^ 
nill  length,  or  elsei^'lSTe  been  clipped  in  part  only.  Tlnre 
were  anciently  tha  same   disputes    between    the   French 
barbers  and  surgeons,  in  which  the  physicians  interfered  in 
order  to  support  the  barbers  against  the  regular  surgeons, 
who  were  supposed  to  encroach  too  nearly  on  the  province 
of  the  physicians.  ^  See  Pasquier's  RecheK-hes  de  la  France, 
^    p.  866.  et  seq.     It  appears,  in  part  of  this  controversy,  that 
the  barbers  were  very  desirous  of  hearing  lectures  in  anato^ 
fny.     Gtorieiix  commc  U7i  bafbier  is  a  French  saying ;  and  Dti 
Cnat  imputes  the  origin  of  it  to  their  very  near  contact  of  the . 
fiuceis  of  kings  and  great  men.     (Ducatiana,  tol.  ii.  p.  4^8.) 
It  appears,  fey  an  instrument  in   Rymer,  intituled,  *  Pro 
hariitonsGire  Eegis^'  that  the  king's  palace,  in  the  time  of 
Henry  the  Sixth,  was  surrounded  with  little  shops  (apeli^)^ 
which  were  to  be  entirely  under  the  direction  and  controul  of 
^n  great  (^ctr^  together  with  the  clerk  of  the  Ewry.  As  there 
were  then  no  carriages,  and  the  streets  very  dirty,  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  those  who  went  to  court  were  shaved,  as  like- 
wise dressed,  in  these  stalls  or  shops,  before  they  appeared 
it!  th^  royal  presence.  (Rymer,  vol.  V.  part  i.  jp.  1 80.)  A  con- 
siderable fee  is  also  given  to  this  baroer  for  shaving  every 
kni^t  of  the  Bath  on  his  creation,  as  well  as  forty  shillings 
from  every  baron,  100  from  every  earl,  and  lOL  from  every 
duke,  on  the  like  occasion.'* 


^LVIIL  On  Avarice  in  Old  Age. 

MluUitBAKy 

The  miser  in  the  play  is  generally,  I  believe  always,  ati. 
old  inariy  and  we  commonly  use  the  expression,  <«»  old  misen 
indeed  there  seems  to  be  something  extremely  unhatu- 
td  for  young  men  to  be  guilty  of  this  vice,  though  no 
doubt  some  are.  However,  the  frailty  is  not  so  observable 
ift'tbeoi,  because  the  gaiety,  the  vanity,  usually  incidental  to 
that  age,  in  some  degree,  and  as  it  were  by  ms  and  starts^ 
Tfoders  xi^iefcdble  much  less  conspicuous,  t  do  not  pretend,^ 
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Mr*  Urban,  to  palliate  or  excuse  this  odious  and  unsockt)tif. 
^ice  ill  either  old  or  youi^.  And  yet  something  may  be 
said  in  favour  of  old  age,  so  far  at  least  as  to  account  for  iu 
being  more  peculiar  to  that  time  jof  life,  and  by  way  of 
assigning  .reasons  why»  from  the  nature  of  things^  it  may 
be  so. 

1st,  Care  naturally  grows  with  years.  Experience  teaches 
the  old  stager  the  value  of  mone}^,  which, -in  the  common 
way,  is  not  generally  apprehended  by  young  men^  who  are 
apt  tbjaunch  out  into  extravagance,  and  often  to  their  hurt 
or  ruin.  Hence  Virgil  uses  the  expression /rt^/t^^e  Sentt- 
tuSy  not  so  much,  1  apprehend,  from  the  infirmities  that 
commonly  attend  the  clecline  of  life,  as  from  the  black  and 
corroding,  the  incessant  and  brow-wrinkling  care,  which  in 
a  manner  always  accompanies  it,  disposing  the  party  to 
anxiety,  to  scraping,  and  the  most  penurious  parsimony; 
cafes,  which  generate  money  indeed,  but  bring  their 
punishment  along  with  them,  and  therefore  are  emphati- 
cally termed  by  the  poets  vltvicts  cura. 

But  the  principal  thing,  2dly,  is,  that  the  old  man  faa^i 
in  effect,  should  he  come  to  want,  nothing  to  have  recourse 
to,  but  liis  money.  Labour  he  cannot,  for  tlxat  day  is  passed. 
And  he  has  little  to  recommend  him  any  other  way;  his  per- 
son is  altered,  and  disgusting;  his  accomplishments,  what-* 
ever  he  had  formerly  been  possessed  of,  are  all  ilown  and 
gone;  insomuch  that  want  is  a  formidable,  an  insuperable 
evil  to  hwiy  whilst  a  young  man  can  cheerfully  disregard  it, 
can  run  any  where  to  avoid  it,  and  has  a  thousand  remedies 
a^^ainst  it.  One  scarce,  methinks,  can  wonder,  that  an  at- 
tention to  money,  though  blameable  enough,  do  doubt, 
when  carried  to  excess  and  to  a  mistrust  of  God's  pcovkledce, 
should  so  often  be  seen  to  assault  the  fearful  breasts,  and  the 
helpless  state  of  the  aged,  who  think  they  have  nothing  else 
to  trust  to.  Many,  no  doubt,  on  this  very  account,  will 
not  use  the  good  things  they  are  possesised  oifl 

Is  not,  3dly,  the  old  man  too  often  sensible,  that  money 
is  the  tiling  now,  that  makes  him  valued  and  esteemed, 
courted  and  attended  ?  That  were  he  oi^ce  poor,  conleuipt 
and  neglect  would  immediately  follow  ?  Whence  it  is,  that 
the  only  method  he  has,  as  he  thinks,  of  attaching  people 
to  him,  is  by  the  credit  and  reputation  of  his  wealthy  which 
consequently,  and  under  this  persuasion,  he  continues  to 
preserve,  and  even  to  increase,  though  he^bas  alrqady.0De 
foot,  as  it  were,  in  the  grave. 

We  have  known  niany  a  one,  Mr.  Urban,  who  lias  bad  the 
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^ambition  of  dying  worth  a  certain  sfiiii;  a  plum,  or  perhaps 
two  plums.    This  he  never  dreamed  of  at  first  setting  out; 

but  now  finds  it  within  his  reach,  and  so, 

'.  '    ,  • 

Crescit  amor  nummi  quantum  ipsa  pecunia  crescit ; 

and  the  conseqaence  of  such  a  view,  when  onoe  it  enters  a 
uian^s  thoughts,  must  be  perpetual  avarice*  and  rapacity, 
even  to  the  la»t  hour.  The  man's  honour  is  at  stake,  and  his 
reputation,  he  supposes,  will  siitfer,  if  he  acquires  not  so 
many,  or,so  many,  thousands  j  a  scheme,  that  never  invades 
the  youthful  mind. 

It  appears  to  nie,  from  these  considerations,  that  for  a 
truly  sordid  mind,  devoid  of  all  religion,  (and  it  is  scarcely 
possible,  that  such  a  disposition  siiould  be  impressed  with 
any  right  notion  of  religion,  either  towards  God  or  n>an)  to 
grow  daily  more  and  more  anxious  and  solicitons  about  his 
p«lf,  is  a. thing  so  far  from  being  an  object  of  wonder,  that 
on.  the  contrary  it  is  no  other,  though  in  itself  so  detestable, 
.  thaix  what  ipay  be  naturally  expecteci  and  accounted  for, 

,1  am,  Sir,  yours, 
1771,  July.  '  T.  Row. 
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BOERHAAVE,  Shaw,  and  the  Chemical  Writers,  all  lay 
it  down  as  an  indisputable  truths  that  no  vinous  or  spirituous 
liquor  can  be  produced  from  any  other  than  yegetable  s^ib* 
jectjs;  notwithstanding  which,  the  Hbtory  of  the  Tartars  is 
full  of  accounts  of  ebriety  among  them,  from  spirituous 
.liquors  distilled  from  cows  and  mares  rhilk;  and  they  also 
frequently  put  flesh"  into  the  milk,  to  increase  the  strength, 
of  it  for  distillation.  And  although  flesh  and  vegetables  are 
so  very  different  in  appearance,  it  may  be  worthy  of  obser- 
Viation,  that  the  food  of  all  terrestrial  animals  is  of  vegeta^ 
bles,  or  of  such  animals  as  feed  on  them ;  so  that  what  i&. 
said  in  Scripture  in  a  figurative  ^nse,  thsii  all fiesh  U  grass,  is^ 
really  and  philosophically  true;  and  that,  bydigestiort  and 
the  operations  of  the  body,  the  food  is  assimilated  and  trans* 
muted  into  the  body  of  the  animal  which  receives  it.  An4 
as  there  is  such  ^n  analogy  between  terrestjrial  and  marine 
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•oknds,  and  ^uch  greait  quantities  of  vegetsAle  marine  ili^ 
duction3,  it  is  natural  to  conclude,  tbey  are  designee  by 
Providence  for  the  support  df  tliem,  and  that  fish  are  sus^ 
tained  and  nourished  in  the  same  niaoner  that  all  other  ani« 
mak  are. 

That  all  animal  and  vegetable  substances  are  ultimately 
tfie  same,  I  think,  may  be  strongly  enforced >  by  observing, 
that,  by  putrefaction,  they  are  both  resolved  into  one  uni- 
form, unaistinguished  mass,  the  properties  of  which  are 
exactly  the  same,  be  the  subjects  eVerso  different;  so  that 
the  matter  is  originally  the  saihe^  only  modified  into  different 
forms. 

Nbw,  I  should  imagine,  if  spirituous  liquors  could  i>c 
produced  in  any  considerable  quantities  from  milk,  it  vW>uId 
be  a  matter  of  important  and  beneficial  consequence  to  the 
public,  by  increasing  the  number  of  cattle  for  that  pui'pQse^ 
which  must  ultimately  become  provision,  and  thereby  lessen 
the  price  of  it,  beside-s  the  increase  of  hides,  tallow^  &Ci 
and  as  this  would  be  a  substitute  for  so  much  com,  now  used 
in  distillation,  the  price  of  that,  in^  the  same  proportion, 
would  be  lessened;  so  that,  on  the  whole,  if  this  could  be 
effected,  it  would  be  of  the  most  exteusive  benefit  in  every 
point  of  view. 

The  manner  how  milk  is  prepared  by  the  Tartars  for  dis- 
tillation, is  thus  related  by  8trahienberg,1n  his  Historical  and 
Geographical  Description  of  the  North  and  East  Parts  of 
Europe  and  Asia,  332 :  ^'  Ariki  or  Arki;  thus  the  Tartars  and 
Calmucks  call  the  brandy  which  they  distil  from  cows  or 
mares  milk.  They  put  the  milk  in  raw  ox-hidea  sown  into 
bags,  and  there  let  it  grow  sour  and  thick ;  they  afterwards  shakfi. 
it  &o  long  till  a  tiuck  cream  settles  upon  it;  this  they  take  ottf 
and  dry  it  in  the  sun,  and  treat  their  guests  with  it;  and  the 
sour  milk  they  either  drink,  or  distil  into  brandy.  The  sotff 
milk  which  they  drink  they  call  Kumise.**  So  that  this  i» 
really  no  more  than  letting  the  raill^  grow  sour,  and  then  doing 
what  is  in  their  manner  equivalent  to  churning  it,  "to  separate 
the  aqueous  and  serqus,  from  the  oleaginous  parts  of  the 
milk;  and  which,  perhaps^  might  be  made  use  of,  and  pre* 
served  as  some  species  of  cheese,  and  thus  no  loss  sustained* 

And  it  may  be  worth  trying,  whether  the  whey  fiom 
cheese,  suffered  to  grow  sour,  and  treated  in  the  same 
manner,  might  not  produce  the  same  effect  as  by  the  T^- 
tarian  method;  the  design  of  the  whole  process  seeming  t« 
be,  to  free  the  milk  from  its  oleaginous  parts  before  distil* 
lution,  as  those  might  prevent  the  uniting  and  coalescence 
of  those  particles,  from  which,  by  distiUation,  spirits  are 


Wmietfkl  Effects  qfm  SQ/mpathcHc  Pawdei'.         401' 

fcmned :  and  this  1  am  more  inclined  to  think  may-  be  th^ 
ca^e,  a$  it  is  well  known  to  the  makers  of  sugar,  that  a  small 
quantity  of  butter  or  fat  thrown  into  the  syrup  will  totally 
prevent  its  granulating,  that  is,  the  union  and  adhesion  (h 
Its  parts. 

1771,  Suppl  P.  E. 


L.  Wonderful  Efiects  of  a  Sympathetic  Powder. 

Mr.  Urban,  Kentj  Jtdt/ lO,  1773. 

On  reading  the  account  in  the  papers  some  time  ago,  of  a 
man  who  pretended  to  open  the  head  of  any  animal,  and  to 
cure  it  ^f^^  in  a  very  short  time,  it  put  me  in  mind  of  Sir 
KenelnbDigby's  sympathetic  powder,  of  which  he  gives 
the  following  remailcable  account : 

"  Mr.  James  Howell,  says  Sir  Kenelm,  well  known  for 
his  public  works,  endeavouring  to  part  two  of  his  friends  en^ 
gaged  in  a  duel,  seized,  with  his  left  hand,  the  hilt  of  the 
sword  of  one  of  the  combatants,  and,  with  his  right  hand, 
laid  hold  of  the  blade  of  the  other.  They,  being  transport- 
ed with  fury  one  against  the  other,  struggled  to  rid  them- 
selves of  the  hinderance  their  friend  made  to  prevent  mis* 
chief;  and  one  of  them^  roughly  drawing  the  blade  of  his 
swcard,  cut  to  the  very  bone  the  nerves  and  muscles  of  Mr. 
Howeirs  hand;  and  then  the  other,  disengaging  his  hilt, 
gave  a  cross  blow  at  his  adversary's  head,  which  glanced  to^ 
wards- his  friend,  who  lifting  up  his  wounded  band  to  save 
the  blow,  he  was  wounded  on  the  back  of  his  hand  as  he  had 
been  before  on  the  inside.  The  two  combatants,  seeidg 
Mr.  Howell's  face  besmeared  with  blood  by  lifting  up  his 
wounded  hand,  left  off  fighting  at  once,  and  ran^to  embrace 
him;  and,  having  searched  his  hurts,  they  bound  up  his 
hand  with  one  of  his  garters,  to  close  the  veins  which  were 
cut  and  bled  abundantly.  They  brought  him  home,  and 
sent  for  a  surgeon ;  but  this  being  heard  at  court,  the  King 
sent  one  of  his  own  surgeons^  for  his  Majesty  much  respect- 
ed Mr.  HowelL 

"It  was  my  chance  to  be  lodged  hard  by  him,  and  four  or 
five  days  after,  as  I  was  making  myself  ready,  he  came  to 
vxy  house,  and  prayed  me  to  view  bis  wounds ;  ^^for  I  un«- 
derstand,"  said  he,  "  that  you  have  extraordinary  remedies 
opon  such  occasions^  .aifd  my  surgeons  are  apprehensive 
that  my  wo\md  iiity  grow  to  a  gangrene,  apd  so  the  hand 
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must  be  cut  off"  In  effect,  his  countenance  shewed  that  \\t 
was  in  much  pain,  which  he  said  Was  insupportahle^  in  re- 
gard of  the  extreme  inflammation.  I  told  him  I  would  wil- 
lingly serve  him,  but  if  haply  he  knew  the  manner  how  I 
would  treat  him,  without  touching  the  wound,  or  seeing  it, 
perhaps  be  would  not  expose  himself  to  my  cure,  because 
he  might  think  it  either  ineffectual  or  superstitious.     He  re- 

{)lied,  **  the  wonderful  things  of  which  many  hav^  rc- 
ated  unto  me  of  your  way  of  curing,  make  me  nothing  at  all 
doubt  of  its  efficacy."  I  asked  him  then  for  any  thing  thjit 
had  the  blood  upon  it ;  so  he  presently  sent  for  his  garter 
wherewith  his  hand  was  first  bound;  and,  having  called  for 
a  bason  of  Water,  as  if  f  would  wash  my  hands,  1  took  a  hand- 
ful of  powder  of  vitriol,  which  I  had  in  my  study,  and  pre- 
sently dissolved  it.  As  soon  as  the  bloody  garter  was  brought 
me,  I  put  it  within  the  bason,  observing,  in  the  mean  while, 
what  Mr.  Howell  did,  who  stood  talking  with  a  gentleman 
in  the  corner  of  my  chamber,  not  regarding  at  all  what  I  was 
doing;  but  he*  started  suddenly,  as  if  he  had  found  some 
strange  alteration  in  himself.  I  asked  him,  what  he  ailed? 
*'  I  know  not  what  ails  me,"  replied  he,  "  but  I  6nd  that  I 
feel  no  more  pain.  Methinks  that  a  pleasing  kind  of  fresh- 
ness, as  if  a  wet  cold  napkin  did  spread  over  my  hand,  has 
taken  away  the  inflammation  that  tormented  me  formerly." 
J  answered,  "  since  you  feel  already  so  good  an  effect  of  my 
medicament,  I  advise  you  to  cast  away  all  your  plaisters ;  only 
keep  the  wound  clean,  and  in  a  moderate  temper  betwixt 
heat  and  cold.''  This  was  reported  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
and  a  little  after  to  the  King,  who  were  both  very  curious  to 
know  the  circumstance  of  the  business,  which  was,  that,  after 
dinner,  I  took  the  gai'ter  out  of  the  water,  and  put  it.  to  dry 
before  a  great  fire.  It  was  scarce  dry  but  Mr.  Howell's  ser- 
vant came  in  running,  that  his  master  felt  as  much  burning 
as  ever  he  had  done,  if  not  more ;  for  his  heat  was  such,  as  if 
his  hand  was  betwixt  coals  of  (ire.  I  answered,  that  though 
that  had  happened  at  present,  yet  he  should  find  ease  in  a 
short  time ;  for  I  knew  the  reason  of  this  accident^  and  I 
would  provide  accordingly ;  for  his  master  should  %e  ftee 
from  that  inflammation,  it  may  be,  before  he'  could  possibly 
return  unto  him  ;  but,  in  case  he  found  i^o  ease,  wished  him 
to  come  presently  back  again;  if  not,  be  might  forbear 
coming.  Thereupon  he  went;  and,  at  the  instant,  I  did 
put  again  the  garter  into  the  water,  and  he  found  his  mastisr 
^without  any  pain  at  all. 

^V  King  James,  who  had  received  a  punctual  information 
of  whatliad  happened,  would  fain  know  bpw  it  was  done :  I 
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Ifeadily  told  him  what  the  author^  from  whom  I  had  the  se- 
cret, said  to  the  great  Duke  bf  Tuscany  on  the  like  occasion: 
(it  was  a  religious  Carmelitej  who  came  from  the  Indies  and 
Persia  to  Florence ;  he  had»  also  been  in  China^  and  had 
done,  .many  strange  cures  with  his  powder,  after  his  arrival 
in  Tuscany,)  the  Duke  said  he  would  be  very  glad  to  learn 
it  of  him;  and  the  Carmelite  answered,  that  it  was  a  secret 
he  had  learnt  in  the  oriental  parts,  and  he  thought  there  was 
not  any  person  in  Europe  who  knew  it  but  himself^  and  that 
it  deserved  not  to  be  divulged,  which  could  not  be  done  if 
his  Highness  meddled  with  the  pi-actice  of  it,  because  he 
was  not  likely  to  do  it  with  his  own  hand>  but  must  trust  a 
surgeon,  or  some  other  servant ;  so  that  in  a  short  time 
divers  others  would  come  to  know  it  as  well  as  himselft  But 
a  few  months  after,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  do  an  important 
courtesy  to  the  Carmelite,  which  induced  him  to  discover 
tinto  me  his  secret,  and  the  same  year  he  returned  to  Persia  J 
so  that  now  there  is  no  other  knows  this  secret  in 
Europe  but  myself.  The  King  replied,  that  I  Deed  tiotbe 
apprehensive  that  he  would  discover  any  thirty,  for  he  would 
not  trust  any  body  in  the  world  to  make  experience  of  his  se- 
cret, but  that  he  would  do  it  with  bis  own  nands>  and  there- 
fore desired  some  of  the  powder,  which  I  delivered,  instruct- 
ing him  in  all  the  circumstances ;  whereupon  his  Majesty 
made  sundry  proofs,  whence  he  received  singular  sa- 
tisfaction.'*' 

How  far  this  may  be  credited  in  this  enlightened  age,  1 
will  not  pretend  to  say ;  yet  Mr.Bayle,  the  author  of  the  cele- 
hrated  dictionary  which  bears  his  name,  relates  something 
no  less  strange,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  dated  Rotterdam, 
March  27,  1697*  "  It  is,"  says  he,  "some  time  ago  that  I 
mentioned  to  you  a  physician  in  Friezeland,  who  has  per* 
formed  several  cures  without  giving  anything  to  his  patients* 
He  contents  himself  with  mingling  with  their  urine  some- 
yvhat,  which,  as  the  malady  requires,  either  sweats,  vomits, 
or  purges.  He  continues  this  practice,  and  I  am  told  he 
was  domestic  to  a  certain  great  Lord  of  Italy,  who  was  sent 
for  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  to  cure  the  Emperor,  which  h^ 
actually  did.  This  man  discovered  his  master^s  secret,  and 
has  set  lip  for  himself.  Yet  he  is  not  the  only  one  who  pro- 
fesses it,  for  there  are  three«others  who  pursue  this  pracr 
tice  as  well  as  he  ;  one  at  Leyden,  one  at  Antwerp,  and  a 
third  has  been  here  at  this  city  of  Rotterdam  for  two  or  three 
months.  He  has  but  lately  been  in  any  degree  of  credit—- 
His  house  at  present  is  like  the  pool  of  Bethesda,  all  who 
^e  diseased  run  thither.  It  i^  certain  that  he  has  cured  som^^ 
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and  that  he  has  sweated  a  great  nia«y>  The  physicians  cff 
Outagainst  hii^  witJi  the  tttmost  fury ;  and^  as  there  are  more 
in  this  country  than  in  any  other,  who  are  apt  to  deny,  as 
impossible,  whatever  they  do  not  comprehend,  so  there  are 
numbers  who  join  in  the  same  outcry  with  the  physicians, 
but,  not  being^abie  to  deny  the  fact  that  many  liavebeca 
sweated,  they  attribute  this  to  a  prepossessed  imagination. 
For  my  own  part  I  cannot  think  it  impossible,  physicaUy 
speaking,  that  a  man  may  be  made  to  sweat  by  having  some^ 
thing  put  into  his  urine/* 

These  relations,  with  others  no  leto  wonderful  that  art 
mentioned  in  the  great  philosopher  Bac6u*s  Natural  Histoty, 
seem  to  give  countenance  to  the  pretensions  of  this  ne« 
operator,  who,  the  papers  say,  did  actually  perform  some 
extraordinary  cures. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours,  &.C. 
1774,  Jw.  A.  R 


LI.  Physical  Error  exploded. 

Mr.  Urban,  " 

I  HOPE  that  by  your  means  an  error,  which  is  oftbt 
greatest  consequence  to  the  lives  of  many  poor  unhappy 
wretches,  may  no  longer  exist,  but  be  exploded  out  of  aR 
Societies.  ,  It  is  this,  that,  if  the  lungs  of  a  deceased  in&ot, 
when  put  into  water,  swim,  it  is  admitted  as  evidence,  that 
the  chifd  was  born  alive.  Now,  Sir,  if  this  experiment  (so 
tnuch  relied  on)  is  proved  to  be  uncertain  and  fallacious,  I 
hope  you  will  grant  with  me,  it  is  an  experiment  of  vei^ 
dangerous  import.  That  it  has  proved  to  be  such,  there  are 
many  gentlemeti  of  the  faculty  can  testify,  who  were  present 
at  ScirgeonVball  when  it  was  lately  declared  td  be  so  by  a 
learned  gentleman  in  full  court,  when,  on  reading  a  lecture 
on  the  lungs,  he  took  occasion  to  break  off  from  the  sab^ 
ject,  and  deliver  himself  in  words  to  this  effect : 

'*And  here  I  must.beg  leave,  gentlemen,  to  take  notice 
of  a  method  made  use  ot  by  some  of  the  faculty,  to  ascertain 
whether  an  infant  is  born  alive  or  dead,  which  is  by  openinc 
the  thorax  of  the  suspected  infant,  taking  out  the  lungs,  ana 
casting  them  into  water ;  if  they  sink,  it  is  looked  upon  as  a 
fact  the  child  was  still-born ;  but  if  they  swim,  then  without 
aJi  doubt  the  child  was  bom  alive.    The  truth  of  this  expe- 


Various  Anecddtes.-^Extraordinary  Predicti&ns.      405 

riment  is  founded  on  these  reasons :  all  creatures  which  come 
into  the  worid  alive  must  breathe,  which  breath  being  re*. 
«eived  into  the  lung%  must  necessarily  inflate  and  puff  them 
up ;  and  though  in  death  it  in  a  great  measure  expires,  yet 
there  still  remains  so  much  air  in  the  vesiculae,  as  to  make 
them  buoyant  in  water;  on  the  contrary,  when  still-born^ 
as  it  is  impossible,  in  that  state,  for  the  lungs  to  receive  air, 
tbey  must  <;oni$equently  subside  and  sink. 

**  Now,  (bid  manner  of  ^reasoning,  lioweVet  specious  it 
may  appear,  or  whatever  authority  it  may  be. supported  by, 
is  not  strictly  true,  as  I  myself  can  amrm^  having  in  this 
course  of  my  practice,  had  an  opportunity  of  trying  the  fore- 

{oing  experiment  upon  two  di^erent  births ;  the  one  was 
orn  alive,  but  died  ioon-  after ;  the  other  dead  ;  when  be* . 
hold  the  lungs  of  the  former  sunk,  and  those  of  the  other,  to 
our  great  astonishment,swam.These,together  with  manyi^ther 
^peiiments  I  have  since  oiade  upon  the  lungs  of  different 
animals,  convince  me  thajt  there  is  no  dependance  upon 
what  Dr.  Gibson  looked  upon  as  infallible ;  for,  although  it 
may  sometimes  prove  true,  upon  the  whole  it  should  be  re* 
garded  no  otherwise  than  as  a  very  uncertain  and  precarious 
proof  of  the  fact  in  question.  I  make  bold,,  therefore,  buna* 
bly  to  recommend  it  to  all  the  gentlemen  who  no^  hear  me 
(as  a  thing  of  the  utmost  consequence)  to  take  every  oppor* 
tanity  to  explqde  such  a  notion  out  of  our  practice,  and  to 
be  particularly  careful  to  caution  our  pupils  against  giving 
judgment  in  such  cases,  since  it  onay  come  to  pass,  that  on 
sucn  judgment  may  depend  the  lives  of  many  poor  unhappy 
women." 

These,  Sir,  were  the  remarks  made  by  that  learned  gen- 
tleman, whose  name  and  great  merit  is  well  known  in  Lou- 
don^ and  whose  opinion  in  this  matter  I  am  proud  to  lay  bef> 
fore  the  public,  hoping  it  may  have  its  due  weight,  and  an-* 
sfver  the  salutary  purpose  for  which  it  was  delivered. 

1774,  OcU  W.  P, 


Ln,  Various  Anecdotes, — ^Extraordinary  Predictions. 

About  the  year  1735,  a  book  was  published,  intitled, 
the  Cure  of  D^ism,  The  author,  Mr.  Elisha  Smith,  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  confined  in  the  Fleet  prison,  for  a  debt  of 
20ol.  William  Benson,  Esq.  one  of  the^uditorsof  the  Imprest, 
was  highly  pleased  with  this  work.  He  inquired  who  the 
author  was,  aud,  having  received  the  foregoing  account,  not 
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only  sent  him  a  very  handsome  letter,  but  discharged  the 
whole  debt,  fees,  &c.  and  set  him  at  liberty.  This  deserves 
to  be  recorded,  as  an  uncommon  instance  of  generosity  and 
good-nature ;  though  Mr.  Auditor  Benson,  having  been 
thrust  into  the  Dunciad,  will  probably  be  known  to  posterity 
only  as  a  bad  critic  : 

On  two  unequal  crutches  propp'd,  he  camQ, 
Milton  on  this,  on  thai  on^  Johnston^s  nanie, 

To  Milton  he  erected  a  monument  in  Westminster- Abbey, 
and  gave  Mr.  Dobson,  of  New  College,  lOOOl.  for  translating 
Paradise  Lost  into  Latin  ;  Johnston's  Latin  psalms  he  pre- 
ferred to  Buchanan's.  Mr.  Benson  published,  however,  a 
translation  of  the  first  and  second  Georgics,  which  ha4  merit 


In  the  year  1747,  Mr.  M — —,  a  gentleman  of  an  ample 
fortune,  about  55  years  of  age,  travelled  through  Kent  ia 
quest  of  a  wife.  He  was  a  widower,  and  had  one  son,  about 
L2  years  bid.  The  qualifications  he  required  were,  that  the 
party  should  be  a  widow,  between  30  and  35,  should  have 
a  daughter  between  6  and  8,  aqd  be  of  good  repute ;  but 
neither  birth,  beauty,  nor  fortune,  were  desired.  '  At  length, 
the  happy  woman  was  found  at  Rochester,  wher^  the  nup- 
tial knot  was  tied,  Mr.  M.  however,  previously  stipulated, 
that,  if  be  thought  fit  to  be  absent  froni  home  three  or  four 
months,  his  wife  should  never  ask  I^im  where  he  was  going, 
nor,  on  his  return,  where  he  had  been,  nor  shew  the  least 
uneasiness  on  that  account  She  was  not  to  stay  at  London, 
but  only  to  pass  through  it  He  settled  on  her  a  jointure  of 
500l.  a  year,  and  arrayed  her  iu  clothes  and  jewels  to  the 
amount  of  lOOOl. 


The  following  lines,  written  by  Pope,  were  occa- 
sioned by  the  removal  of  an  old  Doric  gate  from  Chelsea 
road,  into  Lord  Burlington's  gardens  at  Chiswick.  It  did 
belong  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  but  he  neglecting  it,  Lord 
Burlington  begjged  it  of  liim, 

PASSENGER. 

0  Gate,  how  cam'st  thou  here  ? 

GATE. 

1  was  brought  from  Chelsea  last  year, 

Batter'd  with  wind  and  weather ; 
Inigp  Jpnes  put  ipe  together ; 
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Sir  Hans  Sloane 
Let  me  alone ; 
Burlington  brought  me  hitlier. 

A  LADY,  soon  after,  seeing  a  gate  carried  by  between 
two  men,  made  these  lines  extempore,  in  allusion  to  the 
others: 

O  gate,  where  art  thou  going  ? 
But  it  was  not  so  knowing 
As  yonder  gate 
Thattalk'd  of  late; 
So  on  it  went,  without  reply  ; 
At  least  I  heard  it  not,  not  I, 


In   the  year   1707,'  John  Needs,  a  Winchester  scholar, 
foretold  the   deaths  of  Mr.  Carman,  chaplain  to   the  col- 
lege. Dr.  Mew,  Bishop  Qf  Winchester,  and  himself,  within 
that  year,  to  several  of  his  school-fellows,  among  other?, 
',to  George  Lavington.    This  epiposed  him  to  much  raillery  in 
the  school,  and  he  was  ludicrously   styled   Prophet  Needs. 
Mr.  Carman  died  about  the  time  he  mentioned.    For  this 
fivent,  bcrweyer,  he  had  little  credit,  it  being  said,  that  the 
death  of  such  an  old  man  might  reasonably  be  expected. 
Within  the  time  prefixed  Bishop  Mew  also  died,  by  a  strange 
accident.     He  was  subject  to  fainting  fits,  from  which  he 
..^yaji  soon  recovered,  by  smelling  to  spirits  of  hartshorn. 
Being  seized  with  a  fit  while  a  gentleoian  was  with  him,  per- 
.ceiving  its  approach^  he  pointed  eagerly  to  a  phial  in  the 
.window ;  the  visitor  took  it,  and  in  his  haste,  poured  the  con^ 
tents  down  the  bishop's  throat,  whic^  instantly  suffocated  him. 
This  incident  was  accounted  for  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
other.     As  the  time  approached  which  Needfe  had  prefixed 
for  his  own  dissolution,  of  which  he  named  even  the  day  and 
the  hour,  he  sickened,  apparently  declined,  and  kept  his 
chamber^  where  be  was  frequently  visited  and  prayed  with 
hy  Mr,  Fletcher,   second  master  of  the  school,  and  father 
to  ^he  late  Bishop  of  Kildare.     He  reasoned  and  argued 
with  the  youth,  but  in  vain ;  with  great  calmness  and  com- 
ppsure,  he  resolutely  persisted  in  affirming  that  the  event 
would  verify  bis  prediction.     On  the  day  he  had  fixed,  the 
hovMse-clQck  being  putfprward,  struck  the  hour  before  the 
time ;  he  saw  through  this  deception,  and  told  those  that 
were  with  him,  that  vfh&t^  the  church^clock  struck>  he  should 
i^xpirt).    He  did  so,  \ 
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Mr.  Fletcher  left  a  memorandum  in  writing  to  the  above 
purport ;  and  Bishop  Trimnell^  about  the  year  1722,  having 
aeard  this  story  at  Winchester,  wrote  to  New  college,  of 
which  Mr.  Lavington  was  then  fellow,  for  farther  iniorma- 
.tion.  His  answer  was,  that  ^^  John  Needs  had  indeed  f<^e- 
told  that  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  (Mew)  and  old  Mn 
Carman  should  die  that  year;  but  then  they  beings  yery  old 
men,  h^  had  foretold  for  two  or,  three  years  before,  that  they 
should  die  in  that  number  of  years.  As  to  foretelling  the 
time  of  bis  own  death,  I  believe  he  was  punctually  right" 

Dr.  Lavington  gave  the  same  account  to  his  friends  after 
he  was  Bishop  of  Exeter. 


LIIL  Description  of  a  Picture  in  Windsor  Castle^  represeniing 
the  Interriew  between  King  Henry  VIII.  and  Franciv  I.  d 
France^ 

This  picture  is  very  remarkable,  as  well  on  account  of 
the  importance  and  singularity  of  its  subject,  as  of  the  im* 
mense  nu^nber  of  figures  which  it  contains,  the  variety  of 
matter  which  it  exhibits,  and  the  manner  in  which  die 
whole  is  executed. 

It  is  preserved  in  the  royal  castle  at  Windsor;  but^  being 
there  placed  in  the  king's  private -apartments  below  stairs, 
which  are  seldom  permitted  to  be  shewn,  hath  long  re- 
mained, in  great  measure,  unknown  to  the  public. 

The  interview  between  the  two  monarchs  was  on  Sunday, 
June  7,  1520,  on  the  open  plain,  within  the  English  pale, 
between  the  castle  of  Gutnes  and  Ardnes.  Itcontinaed 
twenty '•eight  days.  The  right-hand  side  of  the  picture 
e^^hibits  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  market-place,  church,  and 
castle  of  Gufnes,  with  part  of  the  town  walls  and  the  shf- 
rounding  ditcb«  In  the  fore*ground  of  this  is  the  English 
cavalcade  (hereafter  mentioned;)  over  these,  in  the  back 
ground,  and  towards  the  top  of  the  picture,  is  a  view  of 
the  morass  ^bich  lies  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  and  of 
the  river  that  runs  from  thence  towards  Calais.  Several 
persons  are  sitting  on  the  roof  of  the  sbunbles,  and  otbets 
staiKiing  at  the  doors  of  the  houses  of  the  town,  looking  &t 
the  cavalcade.  The  town**guard  also  is  drawn  up  and  iin« 
der  ar^s  in  the  market-place. 

-     In  the  «»ddle  of  the  left-hand  side  of  die'picture,  and 
near  the  castle  gate^  is  the  etevatioo  of  t^  pnncipal  tnoA 
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of  a  most  stately  square  castellated  palace,  intended  to  repre^ 
^nJttbatQiagniiiceiit  temporary  palace,  made  of  timber,  which 
was  brought  ready  framed  from  England,    and  after  the  in-p 

.  terview,  was  taken  down  and  carried  back.  Besides  a 
chapel,  and  the  royal  apartments,  it  contained  lodgings  for 
most  of  the  great  officers  of  state,  hung  with  the  richast 

'  tapestry,  and  cloth  of  gold  and  silver,  paned  with  green  and 
white  silk,  the  favourue  colours  of  the  house  of  Tudor. 

On  the  plain  before  the  palace  are  two  superb  con- 
duits, cased  over  with  different  kinds  of  marble,  framed 
in  pannel;  from  both  of  these,  through  masks  of  lions 
headd,  red  wine  is  discharged  into  cisterns,  and  from  thence 
through  like  masks,  to  the  populace,  who,  by  their  looks 
and  actions,  express  its  various  effects  from  hilarity  to  in- 
ebriety. Near  these  conduits,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  fore- 
ground, stand  two  men,  facing  each  other,  and  dressed 
alike,  in  blue  caps,  like  tiaras,  with  golden  tassel^,  and 
cocks-tail  feathers,  and  yellow  gowns  with  black  lace  and 
black  tufted  frogs.  They  have  long  scymetars  by  their 
sides,  and  are  sounding  long  trumpets,  to  announce  the 
near-  approach  of  the  English  cavalcade.  On  their  left- 
band  are  many  spectators,  and  among  them  two  gentlemen 
conversing  together.  These  figures  being  placed  thus  con- 
spicuously in  the  fore-ground,  and  being  much  more  la- 
boured and  finished  than  any  that  are  near  them,  are  sup- 
posed to  be  the  portraits  of  the  painter  of  this  piece,  and 
of  Edward  Hall,  who  was  enjoined  by  King  Henry  to  draw 
9p  the  description  of  the  interview. 

In  the  fore-ground,  on  the  right-hand  sid^,  is  the  very 
numerous  English  cavalcade,  marching  out  of  the  town  of 
'Gutnes,  and  entering  the  castle  gate  by  a  bridge  thrown 
over  the  ditch.  Its  farther  progress  is  not  here  represented  ; 
but  it  may  be  supposed  to  have  passed  from  the  castle,  through 

.  the  sally-port^  to  the  place  of  interview,  along  the  valley, 
and  by  the  side  of  the  rivulet  there  described.  The  guns  of 
the  castle  are  represented  as  firing  while  the  king  passed. 
The  advanced  guard  consisted  of  his  guard  of  bilUmen, 
with  their  officers.  Then  follow  three  ranks  of  men  on  foot, 
five  in  a  rank,  and  all  unarmed.  After  them  are  five  of 
Wolsey^s  domestics  on  horseback,  two  of  which  are  his' 
chaplains,  the  one  in  a  black  gown  bearing  his  cross,  and 
the  other  in  a  scarlet  gown  carrying  his  hat  on  a  cushion.  Of 
|be  rest^  two  are  dressed  in  black,  with  massy  gold  chains, 
(perhaps  his  chamberlain  and  steyvard  of  tne  household,) 
and  the  other  in  a  white  linen  habit,  not  unlike  a  modern 
surplice.  Whether  these  three  carried  any  ensigns  of 
office  is  uncertain,  as  their  backs  are  turned  to.  the  spec* 
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tators.  These  are  succeeded  by  two  persons  on  horsebacK, 
^n  orange-coloured  gowns,  with  a  mace-bearer  dressed  in 
crimson  on  each  side  of  tiiem.  After  them  march  two  others 
on  horseback,  with  black  bonnets  on  their  heads,  and  gold 
chains  round  their  necks,  supported  also  on  their  right  and 
left  by  a  mace-bearer,  dressed  in  asanguine'-coloored  habit. 

Then  Sir  Thomas  Wriothesly,  Garter  King  at  Arms,  bare- 
headed, and  in  the  tabard  of  his  order,  mounted  on  a  pye* 
bald  horse,  richly  trapped  and  caparisoned,  supportea  on 
his  left-hand  hy  a  sergeanit .  at  arms^  mounted  on  a  black 
horse,  and  followed  by 

Sir  Thomas  Grey,  Marquis  of  Dorset,  bare-headed, 
carrying  in  its  sheath  the  sword  of  state  upright,  dressed 
in  a  gown  of  cloth  of  gold,  over  which  bangs  the  coUar  of 
the  garter,  and  mounted  on  a  beautiful  dun  boi'se,  richly  trap- 
ped and  caparisoned ;  by  his  side  run  two  milk<white  grey- 
hounds, with  collars  round  their  necks. — [Why  these  ani- 
mals should  be  introduced  thus  conspicuously  in  such  a 
solemn  piece,  connoisseurs  seem  kt  a  loss  to  ascertain.  Wfe 
therefore  beg  leave  to  hazard  a  conjecture,  that,  agreeably 
to  the  fantastic  humour  of  tho  times,  it  was  in  allusion  to 
the  family  name  of  the  marquis  whom  they  accompanied.] 

The  Marquis  of  Dorset  is  followed  by  six  yeomen  of  the 
guard  on  foot,  their  partisans  on  their  shoulaers,  in  scarlet 
habits,  guarded  and  laced  With  blue  velvet,  and  on  their 
breasts  and  backs  the  union  rose,  en^^ed  with  the  crowh 
royal,  embroidered  in  gold. 

Then  come  %\vo  of  the  king's  pages  on  foot,  the  one  bare^ 
headed^  the  other  bonneted,  both  dressed  in  crimson,  em- 
broidered .on  the  back  with  the  union  rose,  between  a 
greyhound  and  a  dragon.  Their  breeches  and  sleeires  are 
Sirge,  slashed,  and  puffed  with  fine  cambric,  and  their 
'  stockings  and  shoes  are  white. 

The  King's  Majesty,  mounted  on  a  stately  white  courser, 
most  richly  caparisoned,  all  the  trappings,  reins,  stirrups, 
&c.  being  covered  with  wrought  gold,  highly  embossed. 
The  king  has  on  his  head  a  black  velvet  hat,  with  a  white 
feather  on  the  upper  side  of  the  brim,  and  under  it  a  brood 
lacing  of  rubies,  emeralds,  &c,  intermixed  with  pearl. 
His  garment  is  cloth  of  gold,  plaited,  ovdr  a  jacket  of 
rose-coloured  velvet.  -  His  collar*  is  composed  of  rubies 
.  and  pearls,  §et  alternately ;  ,and  on  his  breast  is  a  rich  jewel 


^-  This  inestimable  srreat  collar  of  ballast  rubie^,  ^  it  was  called,  v^as  sold 
beyond  the  seas  bv  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and  Ix>rd  Hplland,  by  order  of 
King  Charles  I.  Sec  Rymer^s  Foedera,  Vol.  xviii«  p.  236.  It  had"  long  beta 
a  hgir-loom  of  tbc  crown  of  England. 
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of  St.  George,  suspended  by  a  ribbon  of  the  order.     His 
boots  are  of  yellow  leather,  and  in  his  jright-hand  is  a  small 

whip. 

Parallel  with  the  king,  on  the  left,  rides  Cardinal  WoU 
«ey,    dressed  in    a  gown  of   violet-coloured   velvet,   iin(l 
mounted  on  a  stately  mule,  with  trappings,  headstall,  reins, 
and  a  broad  breast-plate  of  black  velvet,  embroidered  with 
gold.     His  page,  having  a  cardinal's  red  bat  embroidere4 
on  the  breast  of  his  doublet,  walks  before  him  bear-headed. 
On  each  side  of  the  king  are  two  other  pages,  all  in  the 
same  livery,  with  nine  yeomen  of  the  guard,  on  the  right 
and  left,  three  in  a  rank,  bearing  their  partisans  shouldered. 
The  king  is  immediately  followed  by  four  of  his  princi- 
pal nobles,  riding  a-breast;  that  on  his  right  is  Charles 
Brandon,  Duke  of   Suffolk,    in  the  collar   of  the  garter, 
mounted  on  a  white  horse.     Next  to  him,  on  his  le|t,  is 
Henl-y  Bourchier,  Earl  of  Essex,  Earl-Marshal  pyv  tempore^ 
dressed  in  his  collar,  and   bearing  a  silver  rod  tipped  with 
enamel,  the  badge  of  his  office.     Next  to  him  is  an  elderly 
person,  with  a  longish  face,  and  a  forked   beard,  wearing 
also   the  collar  of  the  order.    The  outermost  person,  to- 
irards    the' left,    has    only  a  gold    chain    hanging  dowii 
:from  his  shoulders.    These,  perhaps,  may  be  George  Ne- 
ville, Lord  Abergavenny,  Knight  of  the  Garter,  (and  then 
ladvanced  in  years,)  and  George  Talbot,  Earl  of  Shrews- 
bury, Lord  Steward,  who,  as  Hall  says,  ^oth   "  rode  with 
jthe  king."    They  are  followed  by  two  other  rows  of  noble-- 
men,  four  in  a  row.     In  the  first  row  is  one  with  a  long  lank 
visage,  and  a  forked  beard  of  great  length.     On  his  bonnet 
0re  a  string  of  pearls,  and  a  white  feather.     His  doublet  is 
scarlet,  and  the  sleeves  of  his  jjtcket  are  white  linen  cloth. 
One  qf  those  in  the  second  row  is  certainly  Fisher,  Bishop 
of  Rochester,     On  their  right-hand  march  six  more  ranks 
of  yeomen  of  the  guard. 

All  the  principal  figures  above-mentioned,  and,  proba- 
bly, m^y  others  now  unknown,  are  portraits  painted  from 
the  life  :  that  of  King  Henry  in  particular  is  a  striking  like- 
ness, highly  finished,  and  in  no  way  inferior  to  the  cele- 
brated head  painted  by  Holbein,  now  at  Kensington.  And 
jthose  of  Dorset,  Suffolk,  Esse^,  and  Wolsey,  strongly  re- 
semble their  portx:aits  now  remaining. 

The  numerous  xanks  that  follow  are  composed  of  the 
nobility  and  royal  attendants  on  horseback,  succeeded  by  a 
Jarge  party  of  biHmen,  demi-lances,  and  others,  who  form 
a  continued  line  of  march  from  the  back  of  the  parish- 
pl^ureh  of  Guines,  through  the  marketplace,  &c. 
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Near  the  foot  of  the  castle-bridge  is  a  large  gtoup  of 
spectators,  aod  among  tbem  a  respectable  grey,*beaded 
man,  with  a  very  lotijg  white  beard,  dressed  in  a  scarlet  lUii* 
form  laced  with  gold,  and  having  the  letters  H.  R.  em-* 
broidered  on  his  breast  Both  his  hands  (his  bonnet  is  in 
his  right)  are  held  ,up  with  pleasure  and  astonishment. 
This  figure,  being  highly  finished,  and  sii^larly  dressed^ 
was  probably  some  ola  servant  of  the  crown  well  known 
and  respected  at  the  time. 

In  the  back-ground  of  the  middle  part  of  the  picture, 
is  seen  the  place  of  interview,  represented  as  a  spacious 
circular  plain,  on  the  summit  of  an  elevation,  between  the 
town  of  Gutnes  and  the  road  from  thence  to  the  vale  of  Ardem 
*or  Aiidres.  It  is  marked  out  by  white*  camp  colours,  and 
surrounded  by  several  demi-lance  men^  anrd  other  guards 
and  attendants,  of  both  nations,  on  horseback.  Within  its 
area  is  a  circular  line  of  round  tents  and  square  pavilions, 
}>laced  alternately,  and  comiQuaicating  with  each  other. 
Their  coverings  and  curtains  sU-e  painted  green  and  white, 
the  favourite  colours  of  the  house  of  Tudor.  In  their  cen- 
tre is  pitched  a  large  single  tent,  covered  with  cloth  of  gold, 
JBowered  with  red,  and  lined  with  blue  velvet,  powdered 
with  Jkars  de  lys.  On  its  top  stands  a  ^Id  or  gilt  figure  of 
St  George  and  the  dragon.  The  curtains  are  thrown  back, 
and  discover  the  two  monarchs  embracing  one  another :  be- 
ing drawn  somewhat  larger  than  the  surrounding  figures, 
and  highly  finished,  the  resemblance  of/  each  is  perrecth^ 
well  expressed.  Before  the  front  of  this  tent  stand  several 
attendants,  and  -also  tl>e  masters  of  the  horse  to  the  two 
kings^  each  holding  his  sovereign's  courser;  that  of  Kii^ 
Jlenry  is  white,  artd  that  of  Francis  is  dun; 

According  to  the  scale  of  the  picture,  this  plain  is'exactiy 
half  a  fiiile  from  Gufnes  (the  distance  assigned  by  Wolsey 
in  bis  regulations,)  just  before  the  entrance  into  the  vale 
of  Andres ;  in  which  part  of  that  village  is  aiicwo,  and  the 
whole  chorography  of  the  cduntry  is  mirtutely  observed. 

At  the 'top  of  the  picture,  towards  the  left,  is  a  slight 
view  of  the  town  of  Ardnes,  from  whence  Frattcis  and  fats 
train  issued;  and  the  whole  Valley  between  that  and  the 
plade  of  interview  is  filled  with  French  soldiery,  completely 
anned.  Lower  down,  and  nearer  to  Gutnes  than  the  place 
of  interview,  is  a  group  of  tents^  covered  with  luieo  cloth. 
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♦  For  the  reason  of  these  colouts  being  white,  or  Frencli,    see  Hall,  Tol. 
Uxix. 
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9ome  paned  green  and  white,  and  others  red  and  white,  tQ 
&<?CQiiimo4ate  such  of  the  English  as  could  not  be  lodged 
within  that  town,  Between  these  teuts  and  the  temporary 
paUce,  stands  a  large  pavilion,  consisting  of  one  long  and  tw^ 
round  tents,  all  covered  with  cloth  of  gold,  flowered  with 
bUK:k.  Qn  the  finyall  of  each  of  the  round  tents  is  a  vane^ 
charged  with  the  arms  of  France  and  England  quarterly.  la 
this  pavilion,  Henry  and  Catharine  frequently  entertained  ajt 
dinner  the  French  king  and  queen,  and  their  principal  nobi- 
lity. At  a  small  distance  from  it  is  a  view  of  the  culinary  offices 
setup  on  the  plain,  consisting  of  a  large  group  of  ovens,  at 
which  dCTefal  bakers  are  busied ;  and  two  spacious  tents^ 
whose  fronts  being  tbrpwn  open,  discover  the  one  to  be  in* 
tended  for  boiling,  and  the  other  for  roasting,  in  whicl|t 
#i&C4^s  several  cooks  are  employed.  From  these  kitchens 
fourteen  yeomen  of  the  guard,  each  carrying  a  covered 
dish,  are  going  towards  the  royal  pavilk^n,  preceded  by  th^ 
Lord  Steward  (Earl  of  Shrewsbury,)  bearing  his  white  stafi^ 
and  attended  by  a  gentleman  wearing  a  sash. 

Ne^r  to  the  ovens,  is  a  cabaret,  at  the  door  of  which  se** 
vera!  persons  are  drinking ;  and  not  far  from  thence  is  a  lady 
carried  in  a  horse-litter,  covered  with  crimson  velvet  emr 
broidered  with  gold,  preceded  by  a  groom,  and  followed 
by  twa  other  ladies  and  a  man*servant*  She  turns  her  face 
out  of  the  window,  and  seems  talking  to  a  page,  behind 
ivhom  is  another  lady  masked  and  ou  horseback,  with  a 
female  attendant.  These  ladies  sii!^m  persons  of  great  digr 
nity ;  she  in  the  litter  may  be  one  vof  the  qux^ens  going  m^ 
cQgmto  to  view  the  offices. 

Beneath  these,  and  in  a  line  with  the  palace,  is  an  opea 
circular  t^nt  of  white  cloth,  embroidered  with  blue  tracery, 
over  which  are  an  imian  rose  and  a  ileur  de  lys.  Its  curtains 
thrown  open  discover  a  n^agnificent  sideboard  of  plate,  and 
a  table  spread,  at  the  upper  end  of  which  sits  an  elderly 
gentleman,  on  one  side  is  a  lady,  and  at  the  lower  end  anpr 
ther  gentleman,  partaking  of.  a  repast,  which  is  served  up 
hy  several  attendants.  This,  probably,  was  the  tent  of  the 
Lord  Steward.  Behind  this,  and.  in  the  adjacent  fields,  are 
pitched  several  others,  il^r  the  use  of  sutlers,  covered 
with  green  and  white,  and  red  and  white,  linen  cloth* 

In  the  back-ground,  and  at  the  extremity  on  the  left- 
hand  side,  appear  the  lists  or  camp  sctapart  for  the  justs  and  < 
tournaments.  On  the  left  is  a  scaffold,  ot  long  gallery, 
for  the  royal  personages  and  their  attendants;  and  the 
whole,  except  the  entrance,  is  fenced  with  a  rail  and  bar- 
^r,  guairdea  by  dtmi-Iance.  m^n  an^^  otheni  c^  horsej^ack. 
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completely  armed.  French  soldiers,  in  ablue  and  ydlct^ 
uniform,  with  a  salartiander,  the  badge  of  Francis  I.  em-» 
troidered  on  it,  keep  tlje  entrance  on  one  hand ;  and  the 
English  yeomen,  with  their  partisans,  on  the  other.  Close 
to  the  gallery-end,  on  a  rise  at  the  left,  stands  a  large  arti* 
ficial  tree  of  honour ;  its  trunk  is  wrapped  round  with  red 
relvet,  embroidered  with  gold^  and  on  its  branches  hang 
the  shields  of  arms  of  the  two  challengers,  and  of  their  re-- 
spectr\'e  aids,  the  tables  of  the  challenges^  the  several 
answers,  &c.  This  tree,  thirty-four  feet  in  height,  spread- 
ing 129  feet,  and  from  bough  to  bough  forty-three  feet,  bis- 
torians  say,  was  composed  of  the  raspberry,  the  badge  of 
Francis,  and  of  the  hawthorn,  Henry's  badge,  artificially 
twinedand  twisted  together,        '  ^  ' 

In  the  gallery  stand  the  two  kings,  Francis  on  the 
right,  and  Heniy  on  the  left;  with  their  queens,  and  at- 
tendant ladies.  A  carpet  of  cloth  of  gold  covers  the  front 
before  the  kings,  and  rich  tapestry  the  rail  before  the 
queens.  Within  the  area  are  two  combatants,  armed  cap- 
a-pee,  mounted  on  horses  richly  based  and  barbed,  and 
tilting  against  each  other ;  near  them  is  a  herald  picking  u^ 
the  pieces  of  a  broken  spear,  his  perquisite. 

Near  to  the  lists  are  a  few  tents  for  the  use  of  the  com- 
batants. 

The  remaining  upper  part  of  the  back-ground  gives  a 
most  correct  and  faithful  view  of  the  adjacent  country, 
with  a  variety  of  figures,  farm- houses,  mills,  cottages, 
\roods,  cattle,  sheep,  fowls,  &c.  all  of  them  highly  finished.  To 
introduce  such  a  variety  of  subjects,  the  horizon  is  re- 
markably high. 

Towards  the  top  of  the  picture  is  a  dragon,  flying  in  the 
air,  and  hovering  over  the  English  cavalcade;-  which  some 
conceive  to  be  a  memorial  of  a  firework  in  that  form  exl;ii- 
bited  during  the  interview — [but  we  rather  think,  that,  as  it 
seems  attendant  on  King  Henry,  the  painter  had  in  view 
one  of  his  supporters,  which,  at  the  beginning  of  his  reign, 
was  a  red  dragon;  and  if  our  former  conjecture  of  the 
greyhounds  should  not  be  admitted,  those  animals,  perhaps, 
might  be  intended  for  the  other,*  his  left  supporter  (in  right 
pf  his  mother)  being,  at  the  same  time,  a  greyhound  argent; 
and  in  this  very  piece,  as  before  observed,  the  king's  pages 
have  on  their  backs  a  greyhound  and  a  dragon.^ 

The  picture  here  described,  which  is  five  feet  six  inches 
high,  by  eleven  feet  three  inches  in  breadth,  has  been 
irenerallv  ascribed  to  Hans  Holbein,  but  without  foundation, 
as  he  dki  not  arrive  in  Kngiandtill  near  s\%  years  a^erthe 
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interview;  and,  besides,  his  st3^1e,  colouring,  &c.  are 
widely  different  The  name  of  the  painter,  however,  is 
immaterial.  ' 

We  must  add,  that  the  head  of  King  Henry  appears  to 
have  been  cut  out  of  the  picture,  and  afterwards  restored. 
This  was  a  contrivance  of  Philip  Earl  of  Pembroke,  after 
the  death  of  Kinff  Charles  I.  to  prevent  a  French  agent, 
who  was  in  treaty  for  it,  from  purchasing  the  piece  :  and  it 
succeeded,  for,  finding  it  thus  mutilated,  the  Frenchman 
declined  the  purchase.  By  this  means  it  was,  preserved  in 
the  palace  till  the  Restoration,  when  the  Earl  of  Pembroke 
delivered  the  mutilated  piece  to  King  Charles  IL  who  imme-* 
diately  ordered  it  to  be  restored  to  its  placo. 

Of  this  remarkable  picture,  at  the  request  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries,  his  majesty  having  given  permission  for  a 
drawing  to  be  taken,  it  was  accordingly  executed,  with 
^rea,t  correctness,  by  IVlr.  Edwards,  of  the  Royal  Academy,  and 
js  now  said  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon 
and  from  it  Mr.  Basire,  at  flie  society's  expence,  engraved  his 
plate  (just  published;)  the  largest  ever  engraved  in  England, 
being,  in  height,  two  feet  three  inches;  in  breadth,  four 
feet  and  one  inch;  and  equally, an  honour  to  those  artists 
and  their  employers. 

The  frame  for  the  paper  (which  is  two  feet  seven  inches, 
by  four  feet  four  inches)  was  made  on  purpose  by  Mr. 
Watman,  near  Maidstone,  at  the  expence  of  about  50l.  for 
which  (we  hear)  there  has  since  been  a  great  demabd  from 
abroad,  as  plates  can  thus  be  worked  of][  of  a  larger  size 
than  before  was  practicable. 

The  above  exact  description,  which  we  have  abridged 
from  that  which  was  read  at  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  by 
Sir  Joseph  Ayloffe,  Bart,  in  1770,  will  enable  any  purchaser 
of  this  most  curious  print  to  have  it  coloured  with  tints  of 
the  original  picture;  of  which  (if  executed  with  judgment) 
it  will  uien  have  all  the  effect.  And  every  other  reader  of 
taste,  we  doubt  not,  will  be  gratified  by  the  historical 
anecdotes  here  conveyed. 

1775,  June. 
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LIV.  Eflects  of  Salt  in  fattening  Cattle« 

Mr.  Urbax,  Swm/y  Dec.  IT. 

,  In  looking  over  the  first  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  I  met  with  a  paper 
entitled  "  Physical  Observations  on  the  Effects  of  Salt  in 
fattening  Cattle.'*  The  title  excited  my  curiosity;  and,  on 
reading  the  Memoir,  the  author's  reasoning  appeared  to  me 
not  only  plausible,  but  convincing.  His  views  are  certainly 
enlarged,  and  directed  to  objects  of  the  most  important 
kind,  viz.  the  improvement  of  land,  and  the  increase  of 
<:attle.  He  lays  it  down  as  an  axiom,  or  self-evident  truth, 
that  by  increasing  cattle,  land  may  be  improved ;  and,  by 
unproving  land,  cattle  may  be  multiplied. 

The  farmer,  he  says,  who  has  a  more  than  ordinary  stock 
of  working  cattle,  reaps  a  douWe  advantage:  one,  by  hav- 
ing his  work  done  in  season;  the  other,  by  enriching  a 
greater  proportion  of  his  land  by  means  of  their  additional 
manur(3;  the  only  difficulty  is,  how  to  maintain  an  increased 
number  without  increasing  the  expence.  Tlxis,  he  ^sertsi, 
may  be  done  by  the  use  of  salt ;  and  advances  the  three  fol- 
lowing propositions : 

1.  That  s^lt,  given  with  the  food  of  cattle,  augn^nts  the 
nourishment  of  that  food. 

2.  That,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  salt  eaten  by 
cattle,  the  effects  of  that  augmentation  will  be  perceivable, 

3.  That  no  ill  consequences  wilj  follow  from  excess  of  salt 
eaten  by  cattle,  even  though  it  should  be  given  them  with- 
out stint. 

These  propositions  he  endeavours  to  support  by  unques- 
tionable facts. 

In  the  jurisdiction  of  Arle5,  ia  the  county  of  Provence, 
there  is,  he  says,  a  district  called  the  Crau,  extending  in 
length  about  six  leagues,  and  in  breadth  about  three,  th^ 
whole  surface  of  which  is  covere^d  with  small  rough  stones, 
and  not  a  tree  or  bush  is  to  be  seen  in  the  whole  district,  ex- 
cept  here  a()d  there  on  the  borders;  yet  on  this  spot,  so 
seeming!}'  stcjrile,  by  the  free  use  of  salt,  more  numerous 
flcjcks  of  sheep  are  bred  and  reared,  than  upon  any  other 
common  of  cqnal  extent  throughout  the  whole  kingdom; 
and,  what  is  no  less  remarkable,  the  sheep  are  healthier, 
hardier,  and  endure  the  severity  of  the  winter  with  less  loss, 
though  they  have  fewer  sheep-cots  for  covering,  than  those 
b:cd  and  fed  on  more  copi^oui  pastures,  and  that  have,  be- 
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md^B^  the  advsntage  of  more  cooirmiefi^  Hi^en  *  Mdip 
this,  that  the  wool  of  the  flockft  btea  cml^brox^bt  tip  i»  thf 
Crau  is  not  only  the  fii>ett  in  the  whole  county,  bntbiyui 
the  highest  price  of  any  in  France.  From  hence  besoo* 
eludes^  that  it  is  to  the  unlimited  eseof  9alt  that  these  8iir4 
prising  effects  are  to  be  ascribed;  for  it  frequently  inqtpciM 
that  the  Crau  is  so  burnt  up  in  the  aammer,  that  the  poor 
animals  are  forced  to  turn  up  the  very  stones  to  come^at  the 
few  blades  of  grass  that  grow  round  Uiem,  and  yet  none  perish 
for  want  of  food.  Let  every  excellence,  therefore,  thafcan 
reasonably  be  supposed  inherent  in  the  herbage,  be  allowed 
to  it,  yet  the  (Quantity  of  it  is  so  small,  that,  without  the 
abundant  use  of  salt,  .a  fourth  partof  the  sheep  kept  in  the 
Crau  could  not  subsist  in  it..  ^ 

But,,  ^s  a  still  farther  demonstration,  that  this  astonis^iing 
ef]R?ct  is  solely  to  be  attributed  to  salt,  we  have,  says  the 
writer,  in  Languedoc,  on  the  borders  of  the  Rhone,  a  spot 
of  the  same  kind  of  stony  hiild,'  in  every  respect  similar  to 
that  of  the  Crau ;  yet,  for  want  of  the  firee  use  of  salt,  that 
of  Languedoc  does  jiotmaintaiiL  A  tenth  part  of  the  number 
of  sheep  that  are  brought  up  in  the  Crau,  though  in  other 
respects  it  is  nowise  inferior,  the  wines  and  other  fruits 
produced  on  the  bordem  of  both  being,  in  their  goodness 
and  other  essential  quaUties,  equal. 

'  Having  proved  his  first  proposition  incontrovertibly,  be 
proceeds  in  proof  of  the  second,  to  recommend  an  easy  ex- 
perimeQt,  which  it  is  in  every  farmer^s  power  to  make;  and 
that  is,  to  give  to  one  half  of  his  cattle  salt,  and  to  the  other 
half  none.  By  this  simple  trial,  he  says,  in  less  than  a 
month,  the  difference  will  be  discernible.  The  cattle  to 
whom  the  salt  is  given  will  shew  it  in  their  looks,  in  the 
sleekness  of  their  coats,  in  their  growth,  and  in  their  strength 
^d  fitness  for  labour.  He  adds,  that  with  little  more  than 
half  their  usual  food  all  these  effects  will  be  produced. 
*  To  establish  his  third  proposition,  he  appeals  to  the  prac- 
tice about  Aries,  wherei  the  cattle  have  as  much  salt  as  .they 
will  eat,  and  none  are  so  healthy,  or  thrive  so  fast,  as  those 
that  eat  the  most  of  it. 

From  these  observatiotis,  there  cannot  remain  a  doubt  of 
the  good  effects  of  salt  in  the  feeding  and  fattening-  of  cat- 
tle; but  it  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the  writer  is  totally 
silent  with  respect  to  the  method  of  giving  the  salt  to  the 
labouring  cattle.  He  has,  indeed,  informed  his  readers,, 
mat  in  eight  davs  bis  flock  of  SOO  sheep  eat  1 5lb.  of  salt,  h^ 
^  one  pound  to  evmy  8«Qre;  and  it  should  seem  by  fab 

Bianner  of  expressTmghtiQigi^  ^^t  i^  £*ve  tbtm  tbi  wfafflf* 
V0L.IIL  ie 


img  ifks  fift(f«f».  to  dtinkidi  ift^  4ajr  the  ^sit  is  ftdmmist  er  ed, 
Wfpnzmf  \am a^ jtliec9MRe linm mvi  iUBck  Usharpens  tbeir 
ftpjKftifee;:  aoA  ths^Jke  h/fdnetthtlmm  not  only  bit}w$e  upoti 
itvba'iAtc  catnip  tbc&anltf  bttt* even  gnaw  piec^  of  wood 
«f ftAtasprtsin^  bi^essi  . 

;:  A0  ^he  sdb^exit  of  :tilie  lib  we  vMen^oir  appcaraCN^o  me  of 
impOfftanQe^  1  liaveoni^i^  ret]h^«siso{  you,  Mr.. Urban,  tbe 
hiunisdiateiiiisfrtipixQi^lifeesfiei^  hints  which  are  here  extracted 
fftfefiiit;  av^  dacitig  j^  .present  acarctty  of  hay>  it  may  he 
interesting  tans^n^;  md  tus:  it  ba$y  in  .its  cans«ciuen£«(%  a 
feeniibiicy  to  lowar  jtltt^jiriQe  of  proKisioos,  it  is  to  be  hc^aed^ 
^t  a  (jiscovf  vy  fehaf.  j>tem^49  mucib  bonefit  to  the  public, 
will  not  wholly  be  overlooked.         -^ 

1776,  Dec.      '  -    7     "  .  •/*'  W..W^ 
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LV^.  Farticulan  r^alhe  to  larg«  Diatnonds. 

Mr.   URBA5<i  '     ■"       •'^^^'    ^''>  -•    4-  •'   , 

xERHAPS  your  curioiis  coiife.^OftfloiH  may  feo€iive;AOfBe 
]^a^mo  &om  tbo  foillowing  accom^tfplLthQ  ^ip&t  cskpital  <tfa- 
xaipp4$  ROW  knQwi»;  and  wiU^x,cv«e  s^e  p^p9.bk  ii;)a$ciink<r- 
<tm%  ip  th^  raiatioo,  o^ving  probably  tiO  diilier^nt  weights  be** 
10^  U^e4  iQ  diff^resoit  couatrie^.  ^^ 

The  Dttbe  of  To»caRy's,diaaiond,,  apQOrding  to  Tayernier, 
weighs  1 4aj  carats  (the  b^est  in  Europe  before  Gov.  Pitt's) ; 
is  of  a  yeltowisk  wnt^r ;  said  fcp  hayfe  beei>  bought  for  15fiQO 
«ftudi^  fiqMal  t^  8,7^Ql  pf  a  religion^  who  bought  it  at  a 
stall  io  Piazza  Navona,  m  a  bit  of  chrys^),  for  a  single  paoloy 
value  5^v^npence.     K^ysler's  Travels/  ii.  183* 

Th^  IMlogid's  famous  diamond  is  not  so  broad  as  Mr.  Pittas, 
though  it  exce^d^  ^e  largest  [then]  in  Europe  for  depth. 

The  diamond  brought  into  England  by  Governor  Pitt  in 
170!^,;  «*if  hedj  Mfh^P  cu^,  1^6 J  oarats.;  was  two  years  in 
casing,  ^vbicheo^t  4^001.  the  piepes  ^»»!^  off  were  valued 
at.fQQQl*  >*^J  »pl^  to  the  crovvn  of  Fraoc^^,  in  1717,  for  125, 
QQOJ.  aed  was  paid  for  at,  several,  times,  Dr.  Mead's  model 
cif  itJOjeti^uredy  in  ^he  e^pansQ,  y  inch  .and  ^^  and  in  depth 
44of  a^k  inch*  I  have  se^ix  ai^Qtber  s^cqount  which  ooJces 
tWjj  stone  tc^Tfveigb-Puly  i27  c^mh  and  that  it  was  sold  for 


Ti  ]«  vreli  Icao^ii^  th«t  d&tnondffvrt  cut  tO'  perfi^ettra  la- 
Europe  only.    Mr.  Hanwav,  in  his  Travete,  mentioDs  s^^Af* 
a  prodigious  fine  suit  of  horse-furniture  of  Kouli  Khan's 
covered  with  diamonds,  but  so  disadvantageously^  that  he 
could  not  help  telling  the  person  who  shewed  them,  that,  if 
be  was  allowed  to  take  them  to  Europe,  he  would  return 
them  in  a  f^9up^i<^  opoditioQ ;  and  seems  to  express  some 
surprise  at  his  offer  not  being  accepted.    The  European 
method  of  cutting  dianlonds  was,  I  think,  the  invetition  of 
aFiemrng;  and  now,  I  believe,  the  English  artists  are  in 
the  highest  repute.    Diamonds  now  are  rarely  sawn^  as  the 
powder  of  them,  which  comes  off  in  grinding,  is  of  great 
value  for  cqtting  others,  and  the  sawing  is  exceeding  tedi«* 
Qti«,  wUch  i3  done  by  drawing  backwards  and  forwards  a 
very  fij^e  copper  wire;  every  minute  almost  the  wire  snaps  in 
two,  and  then  a  fresh  one  is  taken,  and  so  on.     I  do  not 
know  whether  diamond-powder,  emery,  &c.  is  used  in  this 
process:*  however,  after  constant  working  for  a  month, 
perhaps  a  hair-like  line  may  be  perceived  on  the  diamond. 
«  {t  is  remarkable,  that  the  Czarina  could  buy,  and  pay  for 
at  once,  one  or  more  of  the  finest  diamonds  upon  sale,  that 
no  other  crown  was  disposed  or  able  to  do,  and  that,  too, 
towards  the  close  of  a  long  and  expensive  war.     She  gave 
^boiit  7O,O00l.  for  one,  which  was  much  below  its  value. 

In  1741,  a  diamond  was  brought  from  the  Brazils  to  the 
King  of  Portugal,  weighing  17  ounces,  in  shape  of  a  turkey* 
^SSi  ^^^  much  bigger,  and  was  found  on  the  surface  of  the 
ground.  The  same  account  says,  it  weighed  ISSOo^rats^ 
or  12  ounces  and  |,  in  1746,  I  suppose,  after  it  had  been 
cut 

As  the  history  pf  all  these  diamonds  is  pretty  well  known, 
except  the  Duke  of  Tuscany's,  may  it  not  be  proposed  as  a 
proper  subject  of  a  literary  inquiry,  What  is  become  of  al) 
the  Diamonds  of  the  ^ncients?  Are  they  all  lost  in  the  rava- 
.  ges  of  war,  &c.  or  do  they  subsist  in  the  ancient  crowns  of 
the  present  sovereigns  of  Europe  ?  or,  indeed,  Isitcertain^ 
that  those  alluded  to  were  true  diamonds  j  To  sav  a  word  or 
the  inferior  stones :  the  largest  emerald  in  a  disn  is  at  Ge- 
noa, thoun^h  Condamine  believes  it  to  be  only  coloured 
glass;  and  the  largest  granite  and  turquoise  are  at  Venice. 
See  the  figures  of  them  in  Motraye's  Travels,  Engl*  edit. 
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LVI.  Sermon  in  praise  of  Derbyshire,  ' 

m 

Mr.  URBiU?, 

As  your  truly  valuable  Magazine  has  such  a  free  and  ge- 
neral currency  in  the  county  of  Derby,  I  shall  here  present 
you  with  an  Extract  from  a  long  old  MS.  Sermon^  preached, 
as  I  think,  before  a  society  of  Derbyshire  men,  in  London, 
and  in  which  you  will  find  an  eulogium  of  that  eounty. 

T.Row. 

Extract. 

^*  If  yon  fall  out  amongst  yourselves,  you'll  discredit  tbe 
county  that  bred  ye.  For  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  them 
is  hardly  a  county  in  England  where  faction  and  division  lessc 
thrives  then  in  Derbyshire.  Nay,  you  will  also  dishonour 
this  honourable  city,  as  if  this  place  and  aire  (which  hai 
greate  influence  on  mens  bodyes  and  minds,  say  physicians) 
had  much  alter'd  your  naturall  temper  and  disposition.  It 
was  the  county  of  berby  (Us  I  am  credibly  inform^)  that  first 
6t  all  revived  these  Love-feasts*,  which,  by  reason  of  our 
late  civill  dissensions,  were  layd  aside.  By  this  you  may 
see  the  naturall  genius  and  disposition  of  your  country,  and 
ftiayeasely  judge  how  like  ye  are  still  unto  yourselves. 
•  **.  And  now  I  have  mention'd  Derby$hirej  it  may  possibly 
be  expected  by  some  that  I  sliould  make  a  long  descriptioo 
and  cottunendation  of  rt.  But  that  is  the  business  rather  of 
a  topographer  than  of  a  preacher;  of  the  mappe  than  of  die 
pulpit.  And,  indeed,  why  should  i  goe  about  to  describe 
orcoijituend  it  unto  you.  who  know  it  as  well  as,  yea  better 
^han,  niyselfef.    Yet  if  any  one  be  desirouis  to  have  a  sight 


*  They'sctfined  to  have  dined  'together,  after  a  sermoo.  In  one  filece,  U 
meniiong  in  the  marj^ia,  as  coadesccnding  to  mix  with  the  inferior  sort.  E  L 
?Vtanfif'6'ld,  Vi\T  S.  SleTgK,  T^TFTrCufion,  jir.  Poole,  Ksq.  Alderman  I reton. 

f  As  I  bad  this  sermon  from  the  Gardiner  family,  I  imagine  it  was  preached 
by  Or.  Gardiner,  Rector .v>f  £^n§ton,  who  was  not  a  i>erhf<hire  fflaalKua- 
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of  Derbyshire,  they  may  see  it  as  in  a  lj\ndskfp,  described 
by  Moses>  Deut  viii*  7,  8,  9,  whilst  he  is  setting  forth  the 
choicest  excellencies  of  that  country  that  God  chose  o*\it  of 
all  the  world  to  enfeofte  his*  own  beloved  people  in, 

7.  **  It's  a  good  Jand,  a  land  of  brookes  of  water,  of  foun-' 
tains,  and  depths,  that  spring  out  of  the  bills. 

8,  9,  **  A  land  of  wheate  and  barley,  .  .  .  .  wherein  3*0  may 
eate  bread  without  scarce^es. ,  . ,  lt*s  a  land,  whose 
stones  are  iron.  A  land  wherein,  thou  sbalt  not  lacke 
anything. 

*'  What's  uiis  but  a  description,  as  in  a  tjrpe,  of  our  owri* 
county  Derbyshire?  What  pen  could  have  drawen  it  forth 
more  graphically  and  exactly?  Jfs  a  good  land,  not  a 
hungrj'  scale,  that  eates  up  the  inhabitants*,  but  one  that 
feedes,  even  where  it^s  most  barren,  in  the  mountainous 
Peake,  thousands  of  sheepe,  and  imployes  a  farr  grecter 
pumber  of  men. 

"  It's  a  land  there  richest  where  it's  poorest  by  its  mines 
and  grooves;  where  its  surface  promises  least,  it  yields 
most,  and  what's  wanting  in  Nature  is  supplied  by  miracles 
or  wonderst. 

*•  It's  a  land  also  (like  that  which  flowed  with  milke  and 
honey)  full  of  brookes  of  waters,  of  depths  and  fountaines, 
that  spring  out  of  the  hills.  It  is  not  like  the  dry  desarts  of 
Arabia,  or  the  barren  sands  of  Lybia,  but  like  the  delicious 
plaines  of  Jordan.  A  land  well  water' d,  even  like  Paradise, 
the  garden  of  the  Lord.  2uot  tuberoy  tot^  ubera.  Every 
exuberant  hill  is  as  one  of  nature's  springing  duggs,  alwayes 
running  to  meete  and  refresh  the  thirsty  traveller.  In  shorte, 
Nature  gaudentis  opusl,  a  country  wherein  Nature  sports  it* 
selfe,  leaping  up  and  down,  as  it  were,  in  the  pleasant  va- 
riety of  hills  and  valleys,  untill  being  weary  it  recreate  it- 
^elfe  at  Cbatsworth,  Boulsover,  or  Hardicke. 

**  It's  a  land  whose  stones  by  indefatigable  industry  are 
turned  into  iron,  and  by  labouring  men,  for  tb^ir  owne 
worke  and  sustenance,  into  bread.  Out  of  whose  hills 
niore  lead  is  digged  in  ayeare,-  than  Canaan  afforded  brass 
iaten. 

"  What  shall  I  say  more?  for  time  would  fayle  me  sooner 
^^Q  matter    A  l^nd  of  wheate  and  barley,  oates  and  pease. 
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*  Numb.  5iiii.  ». 

t  Here  in  the  margin  is  Wntlen,  wonders  ijf  the  Peaie^^ 

>  PUiw  dc  Caoapaxiis,  lib.  3r 
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that  affords  seed  to  the  sower^  and  bread  to  the  eater,  wlio 
takes  paiiies  to  get  a  good  stOmacke. 

:*^  In  a  word,  artd  what  can  be  said  more?  Derbyshire  is 
a  country  where  there  is  lacke  of  nothing.  Sibi  sufficit  units. 
It^s  England^s  cornu-cotiis,  having  almost  all  necessaries 
within  itselfei  and  supplying  with  its  abundance,  the  wants 
of  other  places.  It  enjoys  good  aire,  fertile  grourtd,  pleasant 
yb^ters;  fire  and  fuel  of  the  best;  neighbouring  counties 
fetch  her  coles  from  fart,  who,  being  wafmed  by  her  fires, 
cannot  but  wish*  and  call  her  blessed.  Catteli,  come, 
sheep.e,  mill-stones,  iron,  lead  of  all  sorts  and  colours,  these 
are  her  native  coitimodities,  which  eiirich  even  the  Indies, 
aiid  visit  the  uttermost  coastes  of  the  earth. 

"  1  might  goe  on  even  to  the  tyring  both  of  you  and  niy- 
gelfe,  yet  after  all  I  must  still  leave  Derbyshire  ever  as  it  is, 
most  of  her  worth  and  riches  hid  under  ground,  in  the  place 
of  silence.  In  truth,  it*s  almost  a  pity  to  breake  up  so  rich  a 
Haddon-fieldf  of  discourse,  unless  we  had  more  tinne  to 
worke  it.  I  shall  onely  adde,  Derbyshire  is  a  county  that 
lyes  in  all  counties,  yea  in  all  parts  of  Christendome,  and 
beyond;  the  Sun*s  County  J ;  where  it  never  setts,  but  upon 
which  it  shines  perpetually.  She  parts  with  her  entrayies, 
and  without  cbmpiamts  suiters  her  bowells  to  be  continually 
torne  out,  to  serve  the  necessities  of  all  nations  under 
heaven.'* 

There  was  a  collection  inade,  I  imagine,  at  the  feast,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  natives  of  the  county  resident  in 
town,  for  after  the  last  obsertation  there  follows,  as  very 
naturally  to  be  expected,  an  inference  or  exhortation : 

**  Let  us  be  children  resembling  our  deare  mother.  Let 
us  draw  forth  our  soule,  [Is*  Iviii.  1 0.]  our  bowells  of  mercies, 
our  purses  at  least,  tO  supply  out  of  our  sufficiency  the  ne- 
cessitie of  others;  i shall  hotprbpOse,  much  less  prescribci 
I  would  have  it  a  free-* will  oilering.*^ 

1776^  JpriL 
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'^  T  am  not  sure  tbfti  this  won)  is  read  rightly. 

f  A  large  field  mtidi  fiimed  tot  Its  excelleat  herbage,  here  used  meUphori- 
caUy«  .... 

X  Here  in  the  margin,  **  As  the  Isle  of  Rhodes  was  ctllcd  Insula  Solis,  ob 

which  it  shone  every  day,    Plin.  Nat.  Hist.  2.*» 
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TliflE- Ibllovi^ing  fertiAAs upon  tfe^rtowS^^*?.  ^^I^<</Mffi( 
some  of  the  ilihd[)ttafsts  of  the  fiighlandstx^f  Bedtkml  jii^-^tirf 
^uppdset!  to  bie  haunted*,  are  extracted'fh>hi-th€J  trafy  ing^ 
tiious  ""tsMVS''  of  the  c^l^rated  Br.  BeaWey  Ifiitely  ^uiE^ 
at  Ed^"nburgiEi,  in  i  laf^e  quSirto  volume,  c^iWistihgof  ^Es«aj^ 
6fiT^ruth:  on  Poetry,  and  Mnsic:-on  i^ughtef  fexia  Ldtfifi 
crous  Cofnpositton :  and  on  the  Utililv  of'Classic&l  LeA**nibg^.7 
Ybiirteadefs  will,  I  donbt  not,  bepleajifed  with  the  »en^4 
inents  of  this  philosopher  upon  so  curfoits  a  subtfect.  Tbejp 
occat  in  p.  480,  !,  2,  of  the  work,  ind  will  not  be  deetrt^d 
unworthy  of  a  place  ih  your  \^luable  Ma^zine,  if  art  6<Kfai 
sional  correspondent  is  not  greatly  tnistuken  ift  hi^  dpinioi>. 
He  has  therefore  taken  th^e  trouble  of  transcribing  thein,  and 
hopes  they  will  be  inserted  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  I  do  fiot  find '  sufficient  evidence  foJr  the  i^ealify  ot 
second  sights  or  at  least  of  what  is  comtnonly  utiderstood  T>t 
thsit  tefn».     A  treatise  on  the  stibject  wais  publish^  in  ith^ 
year  I7<31>,  in  which  many  tales  utere  told  of  persons,  wborf* 
the  aiifbor  believed  to  have  been  favoured,  or  haunted,  with 
these  ill uminatiotis;  bat  most  of  the  taJes  \\t^re  triflift^^  and 
tidicubus:  and  the  whole  work  betrayed,  on  the  part  of  the^ 
compiler,  such  extreme  credulity,  as  coiikl  rtot  fall  Id  pre* 
judice  many  readers  against  his  system.     That  any  of  thes^ 
tisionaries  are  liable  to  be  swayed  in  their  declarations  by 
Jjinister  views,  I  will  not  say;  though  a  gentleman  of  chanic-t 
ter  assured  m6,  that  one  of  them  ofl'ered  to-9^W  bid^  this  un* 
accountable  tJilent  for  half  a  crown.    But  this  I  thihk  fnay  hh 
said  with  confidence,  th>t  ftone  but  ignorant  people  pretend 
to  be  gifted  in  tbib  way.     Atid  in  them  it  may  be  iVothin^ 
more,  perhaps,  thafi  fenort  fits  of  suddeA  ileejiijr  drowsJnesj% 
attended  with  livtly  dreams,  and  arising  from  some  bodily 
disorder,  the  effect  of  idleness,  li^W-  spirits,  or  e  gloofny 
imagination.    For  it  is  admitted,  even  by  the  most  credulous' 
highlanders,  that,  as  knowledge  and  industry  are  propagated 
in  their  country,  the  second  sight  disappears  in  proportion ; 
and  nobody  ever  laid  claim  to  this  faculty,  who  was  much 
employed  in  the  intercourse  of  social  life.     Nor  is  it  at  all 
extraordinary,  that  one  should  have  the  appearance- of  being 
awake,  and  should,  even  think  one's  self  so,  during  these  fits 
o^  dozing }  or  that  tbey  should  come  on  suddenly,  and  while 
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one  is  engaged  in  some  business*    The  same  thing  luqppens 
to  persons  much  fatigued,  or  long  kept  awake,  who  fre* 
quently  fall'  mAp^  for  a  inoment,  or  for  a  longer  space, 
while  they  are  standing,  walking,  or  riding  on  obrseback. 
^Ad  hut  a  lively  dream  to  this  ;plumber|  and  (which  is  the 
frequent  effect  of  disease)  take  away  the  ibcirtsciou^ness  of 
If^l^ng  b|^^n«i$!eep;  and  a  superstitious  man,  who  ia  al^a^ 
hearing  and  believing  talc$  in  ieconi  sight,  may  easily  mu* 
take  his  4ream  for  a  waking  vision :  which,  however,  is  soon 
forgotten  when  no  subsequent  occurrence  recalls  it  to  Us 
memory;  but  which,  if  it  should  be  thought  to  resemble 
a^ty  future  event,  exhalts  the  poor  dreamer  into  a  hifi;hlaiid 
prophet.    This  conceit  makes  him  more  recluse  ana  more 
melancholy  than  ever,  and  so  feeds  his  disease,  and  multi* 
plies  his  visions;  whicb>  if  they  are  not  dissipated  by  busi- 
ness or  society,  may  continue  to  haunt  him  as  long  he  lives; 
and  which,  in  their  progress  through  the  neighopurhood, 
receive  some  new  tincture  of  the  marvellous  from  every 
mouth  that  promotes  their  circulation.    As  to  the  prophetic 
cal  nature  of  this  second  sights  it  cannot  be  admitted  at  alK 
That  the  deity  should  work  a  miracle,  in  order  to  give  ipti- 
ination  of  the  frivolous  things  that  these  tales  are  made  up 
of,  the  arrival  of  a  stranger,  the  nailing  of  a  coffin,  or  the 
colour  of  a  suit  of  clothes,  and  that  these  intimations  should 
be  given  for  no  end,  and  to  those  persons  only  who  are  idle 
and  solitary,  who  speak  Erse,  or  who  live  among  mountains 
and  deserts,  is  like  nothing  in  nature  or  providence  that  we 
ure  acquainted  with ;  and  must  therefore,  unless  it  were  con* 
firmed  by  satisfactory  proof,  (which  is  not  the  case,}  be  re- 
jected as  absurd  and  incredible.    The  visions,  such  as  thejr 
are,  may  reasonably  enough  be  ascribed  to  a  distempered 
fancy.    And  that  in  them,  as  well  as  in  our  ordinary  dreams, 
certain  appearances  should,  on  some  rare  occasions,  re- 
semble certain  events,  is  to  be  expected  from  the  laws  of 
chance ;  and  seems  to  have  in  it  nothing  more  marvellous  or 
Supernatural,  than  that  the  parrot,  who  deals  out  his  scur- 
rilities at  random,  should  sonoetimes  happen. to i^alute  the 
passenger  by  his  right  appellation/* 

1777,  Marck 
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tVIIL  Useful '  Hints  for  learning  to  swim.    By  Benjwtiin  FwiTdln, ' 
JLL,D.  F.  R.  S.    In  a  Letter  to  a  Friend. 

'  ■  *  .• 

•  -  •  '  . 

Dear  Sm,  ' 

I' CANNOT  be  of  opinion  with  you,  that  it  is  too  late  in  life 
for  you  to  learn  to  swim ;  the  river  near  the  bottom  of  your 
garden,  affords  a  most  convenient  place  for  the  purpose.. 
And,  as  your  new  eraployment  requires  your  beiujg  often 
on  the  water,  of  which  you  have  such  a  dread,  I  think  yo^r 
would  dp  well  to  make  the  trial;  nothing  being  so  likely  ta 
remove  those  apprehensions,  as  the  consciousness  oi  an 
ability  to  swim  to  the  shore  in  case  of  an  accident,  or  of 
supporting  yourself  in  the  water  till  a  boat  could  come  to  Uke 

I  do  not  know  how  far  corks  or  bladders  maybe  iwefulia 
learning  to  swim,  having  never  seen  much  trial  irf  thepu 
Possibly  they  may  be  of  service  in  supporting  the  body  while 
you  are  learning  what  is  called  the  stroke,  or  that  manner  of 
drawing,  in  and  striking  out  the  hands  and  feet  that  is  ne- 
cessary to  produce  progressive  motion*  But  you  will  be  ' 
no  swimmer  till  you  can  place  some  confidence  m  the  power 
of  the  water  to  support  you ;  I  would  therefore  advise  the 
acquiring  that  confidence  in  the  first  place,  especially  as  I 
have  known  several  who,  by  a  little  of  the  practice  necessary 
for  that  purpose,  .have  Insensibly  acquired  the  stroke,  taught 
as  it  were  by  nature. 

The  practice  I  noean  is  this ;  chusing  a  place  where  the 
water  deepens  gradually,  walk  codlly  into  it  till  it  is  up  to 
your  breast,  then  turn  round  your  race  to  the  shore,  and 
throw  an  egg  into  the  water,  between  you  and  the  shore;  it 
will  sink  to  the  bottom,  and  bie  easily  seen  there,  as  your 
Water  is  clear.    It  must  lie  in  the  water  so  deep  as  that  you 
cannot  reach  it  to  take  it  up  but  by  diving  for  it.    To  en* 
^outage  yourself  in  order  to  do  this,  reflect  that  your  pro- 
gress will  be  from  deeper  to  shallower  water,  and  that  at 
any  time  you  may,  by  bringing  your  legs  under  you,  and 
standing  on  the  bottom,  raise  your  head  far  above  the  waten 
Then  plunge  under  it  with  your  eyes  open,  throwing  your* 
self  towards  the  egg,  and  endeavouring,  bj  the  action  of 
your  hands  and  feet  against  the  water,  to  gel  forward  till 
within  reach  of  it.    in  this  attempt  you  will  fiad  that  the 
water  buoys  you  up  against  your  inclination ;  that  it  is  not  so 
easy  a  thing  to  sink  as  you  imagined;  that  you  cannot,  but 
>y  active  force,  get  down  to  the  egg.    Thus  you  feel  the 
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po^ver  of  the  water  to  support  you,  and  learn  to  confide  in 
that  pcnter;  while  ybur-  endeaToiirs  to  6vercon^e  it>  and  to' 
reacb  ^e  egg,  teach  you  the  manner  of  acting  on  the  water 
vith  3roar  fe^t  aixl  liands,  which  action  is  afterwards  used  in 
smmtntng  to  support  your  head  higher  above  water,  or  to  go 
forward  through  it,      , 

I  would  the  more  earnestly  pre^s  you  to  the  trial  of  thi« 
lliethody  because,  though  I  think  I  satisfied  you  that  your 
latody  is  lighter  than  water,  and  that  j'ou  might  float  in  it  a 
long  time  with  your  mouth  free  for  breathing,  if  you  wouM 
fixt  yourself  in  a  proper  posture,  and  would  he  stul  and  for- 
bear strugijling,  yet,  tiW  you  have  obtained  this  experimen- 
tal confidence  An  the  water,  I  cannot  depend  on  yourharing^ 
the  necessary  presence  of  mind  to  recollect  that  posture, 
And  the  directions  I  gave  you  relatitig  to  it.  The  surprise 
may  put  alj  -out  of  your  mind.  For,  though  we  value  otfr* 
aelves  on  being  reasonable  knowing  creatures,  reison  and 
knowleifee-seem,  on  such  occasions,  to  be  of  little  use  to  as : 
znd  the  brutes,  to  whom  we  allow  scarce  a  glimmering  of 
either,  appear  to  have  the  ad\*antage  of  us. 

i  will,  however,  take  tjiis  opportunity  of  repeating  those? 
particulars  to  you,  which  I  mentioned  \n  our  last  conversa- 
tion, as,  by  perusing  them  at  your  leisure,^  you  may  possi- 
bly imprint  them  so  in  your  memory,  as  oft  occasion  to  be  &f 
tome  use  to  you. 

First,'  that,  though  the  legs,  arms,  and  head  of  a  human 
body,  being  solid  parts,  are  specifically  somewhat  heavier 
than  fresh  water,  yet  the  trunks  particularly  the  upper  p^ft, 
from  its  hoJlowness,  is  so  much  lighter  than  water,  as  that 
the  whole  of  tho  body,  taken  together,  is  too  light  to  sink 
wholl}"  under  water,  but  some  part  will  remain  above,  until 
tlie  lungi^  become  filled  with  water;,  which  happens  from 
drawing  water  into  them  instead  of  air,  when  a  person,  irt 
the  frig.ht,  attempts  breathing,  whilst  the  mouth  and  nOstrih 
are  nmler  water. 

ediy.  That  the  leg«  and  arm?  are  sp(*cifically  lighter  thart 
saltwater,  and  will  be  supported  by  it;  so  that  a  human 
bcilv  would  not  sink  In  salt  water,  though  the  lungs  were 
filled  as  a^jove,  but  from  the  greater  specific  gravity  of  the 
head. 

3dlr,  That'iherefore  a  person  throwing  himsielf  6n  hi$ 
back  in  s^ilt  water,  and  extending  his  arms,  may  easily  He 
so  as  to  "keep  his  mouth  and  nostrils  free  for  breathing;  and, 
by  a  small  motion  of  his  hands,  may  prevent  turning,  if  be 
shouldpcrceive  any  tendency  to  it. 

4thly,  That,  in  fresh  water,  if  a  man  throws  himself  oil 
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bis  back,  near  tlie  surface,  he  cannot  long  continue  in  that 
situation,  but  by  a  proper  action  of  bis  hands  on  the  vaten 
If  he  uses  no  such  action,  the  legs  and  loiMr  part  of  the 
body  will  graduaily  sink  till  he  comes  into  an  upright  position, 
in  which  he  will  continue  suspended,  the  jkHIow  of  th^ 
breast  keeping  the  head  uppermost. 

5th ly.  But  if  in  this  erect  position  the  head  is  keptnp* 
right  above  the  shoulders,  as  when  we  stand  on  the  ground, 
the  immersion  will,  by  the  weight  of  that  part  of  the  head 
that  IS  out  of  water,  reach  above  the  mouth  and  nostrils,  per- 
haps a  little  above  the  eyes,  so  that  a  man  cannot  long  re* 
main  suspended  in  water  with  his  head  in  that  position. 

6thly,  The  body  continoed  suspended  as  before,  and  up* 
right,  if  the  head  be  leaned  quite  back,  so  that  the  face 
looks  upwards,  all  the  back  part  of  the  head  being  tfaeii 
under  water,  and  its  weight  conseq[ueotly  i»  a  great  measure 
3upported  by  it,  the  face  will-remain  above  water  quite  free 
for  breathing,  will  rise  an  if^ch  higher  every  inspiration,  and 
sink  as  miich  every  expiration,  but  never  so  low  a&  that  the 
water  may  come  over  the  mouth. 

7tb}y,  If  therefore  a  person,  unacquainted  with  swimming, 
and  falling  accidentally  into  the  water,  could  have  presence 
of  mind  sufficient  to  avoid  struggling  and  plunging,  and  to 
let  the  body  take  this  natural  position,  he  might  continue 
long  safe  trom  drowning,  till  perhaps  help  would  come. 
For,  as  to  the  clothes,  their  additional  weight,  while  nn*' 
merged,  is  very  inconsiderable,  the  water  supporting  it; 
though,  when  be  comes  out  of  the  water,  he  wouiu  find  them 
very  heavy  indeed. 

But,  as  I  said  before,  I  would  not  advise  you  or  any  one 
to  depend  on  having  this  presence. of  mind  on  such  anocca.* 
sion,  but  learn  fairly  to  swim,  as  I  wish  all  men  were  taught 
to  do  in  their  youth ;  they  would,  on  many  occurrences,  be 
the  safer  for  having  that  skill,  smd  on  many  more  the  happier, 
ts  freer  from  painful  apprehensions  of  danger,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  enjoyment  in  so  delightful  and  wholesome  an  exercise. 
Soldiers  particularly  should,  methinks,  all  be  taught  to  swkn; 
it  might  be  of  frequent  use  either  in  surprising  an  enemy^ 
or^saving  themselves.  And,  if  I  now  bad  boys  to  educate^ 
I  should  prefer  those  schools  (other  things  being  equal) 
where  an  opportunity  was  afforded  for  acquiring  so  advaa* 
lageous  an  art,  which,  once  learnt,  is  never  forgotten. 

I  tm^  &c« 
1777,  Oct.  B.  Franklin, 
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'  LIX.  Atrcount  Af  th<J  burning  a  Gcntoo  Woman  with  her  deceased 

'       ^  Husband. 


'<    t . 


Mr.  Ui^BAN,  BrmnheatL 

JLt  being  asserted  by  Mr.  Guthrie,  in  his  Geographical 
Gr;girnmar,  and  some  other  authors,  that  the  custom  of  the 
Gentoo  women  burning  themselves  with  their  deceacsed  bus- 
hands  was  disused  in  India,.  I  desi^  you  would  insert  the 
following  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  %k)seph  Wilson,  at 
Azumabady  (lately  called  Cahsbang,)  in  the  kingdom  of 
Bengal^  by  which  it. appears  that  custom  is  yet  kept  up  and 
practised,  in  your  next  Magazine.  I  give  it  in  hi$^  own 
words.    It  is  (kted  March  1 ,  1777. 

Yours, 

John  Wvlsotx. 

"I  was  last  September  an  eye-witness  to  a  Gentoo  woman 
burning  with  her  husband;  and  as  I  stood  by  all  the  time, 
'and  took  notes  of  alt  that  passed,  you  may  depend  upon  the 
following  narration  to  be  strictly  true;  I  mean  the  ceremo^ 
nies  that  were  used  by  these  people,  *  who  had  always  got 
their  bread  by  their  labouF,  and  indeed  were  so  "very  poor, 
that  the  son  was  obliged  to  go  from  house  to  house  to  beg 
iire-wood  to  burn  them  with :  the  richer  people  are  more 
curious,  and  have  their  piles  made  of  a  sweet-scented  wood 
trailed  Sandal,  and  much  larger  than  the  people  I  ani  speuk<- 
ing  of  can  possibly  afford. 

*'  The  Account  of  Jarutncaj  Wife  tf  Otram  Gose^  who  was 
'    burnt  alive  with  her  Husbandy  Sept.  2,  1776,  at  t/ie  He^daf 
the  Bazaar  at  Cansbartg, 

**  As  sodn  as  her  husband  was  given  over  by  the  Doctor,  she 
>ent  for  a  Bramin,  and  declared  her  intentions  to  burn  her- 
self, son,  and  daughter,  (which  was  the  whole  of  the  family 
together,)  which  some  neighbours  endeavoured  as  much  as 
possibie  to  dissuade  her  from,  but  allto  no  purpose,  and  from 
that  time  she  refused  eating  any  thin^,  except  a  few  plan^ 
tains  and  beteUnuts.  She  sent  for  all  her  friends,  who  staid 
with  her  all  night,  and  with  whom  she  was  very  merry.  In 
the  morning  the  man  died,  and  bis  son  came  io  me  to  nsk 
leave  to  burn  his  father  and  mother  ui  the  Bazaar  (or  market- 
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place),  as  k  belongs  to  the  plantation,  and  is  close  to  my 
l^ouse.  I  told  him  very  Well;  but  that  I  should  take  care  no 
force  was  used  to  make  her  burn  against  her  will.  He  told 
ipe  he  was  so  far  from  forcing,  that  he  had  offered  her  two 
rupees  a  m6nth  for  life;  but  yet  could  not  help  saying  it 
would  reflect  an  bopour  on  bis  family  for  his  mother  to  burn. 
The  man  was  scarce  cold  before  he  and  his  wife  were  carried 
upon  men's  shoulders,  she  sitting  by  him ;  and  having  pro* 
vaded  herself  with  some  couries  (small  shells  which  go  current 
for  money  here),  a{he  distributed  them  amongst  the  populace, 
together  with  rice  fried  in  butter  and  sugar,  very  plentifully, 
as  she  parsed  from  her  house  to  the  place  of  burning;  where, 
when  she  arrived,  they  had  not  begun  to  make  the  pile:  so 
s|]e  was  »ei  down,  together  with  her  dead  husband,  and  gave 
several  orders  to  the  people  in  making  the  pile,  and  was  so 
far  from  being  in  the  leas.t  afraid,  that  she  rejoiced  much.  I 
went  up  to  her,  and  asked  her  if  it  was  her  own  free  will  ancjl 
(Qonsent?  She  told  me  it  was,  and  that  she  was  much  obliged 
to  me  for  giving  her  liberty  to  burn  in  that  place,  and  desired 
I  would  not  ort'er  to  oppose  it,  as  she  would  certainly  make 
away  with  herself,  ,waa  she  prevented.  She  sat  there,  talk- 
ipg  with  her  friends  aad  neighbours,  till  the  pile  was  ready, 
which  yras. above  ai>i)Qttr»and  then  went  a  little  distance  oif, 
where  the  deceased  was  also  carried,  and  were  both  washed 
with  Ganges  water,  and  clean  clothes  put  on  them.  The  son 
of  the  deceased  then4)Ut  a  painted  paper  crown,  or  cap,  oh 
his  fatl)er's  head,  of  the  same  kind  as  is  usual  for  them  to 
wear  at.  their  marriages;  and  a  Bramin  woman  brought  four 
lamps  burning,  and  put  one  of  them  into  the  woman's  hand, 
and  placed  the  other  three  round  her  upon  the  ground :  all 
the  time  she  held  the  lamp  in  her  band  the  Bramin  woman 
was  repeating  some  prayers  to  her;  which,  when  finished, 
she  put  a  garland  of  flowers  round  her  head,  and  then  gav^ 
the  son  ot  the  deceased,  who  was  standing  close  by,  a  ring 
made  of  brass,  which  she  put  upon  one  of  his  fingers,  aad  at^ 
earthen  plate  full  of  boiled  rice  and  plantains  mixed  up  to*, 
gather,  which  he  immediately  o6fered  to  his  deceased  father, 
putting  it  three  times  to  his  mouth,  and  then  in  tlie  same 
manner  to  hii^  mother,  who.  did  not  taste  it  The  deceased 
was  supported  all  this  time,  and  set  upon  his  breech  close  by- 
his  wife,  who  n&ver  spoke  after  this,  but  made  three  selams 
to  her  husband,  by  putting  her  hands  upon  the  soles  of  his 
feet,  and  then  upon  her  own  head^i  The  deceased  was  thej^ 
carried  away  and  laid  upon  the  pile,  and  his  wife  immedi«^ 
ately  followed,  with  a  pot  uoaer  her  arm,  containing' 2 1' 
couries,  21  pieces  of  saffron,  21  ponsfor  betel-nut,  and  the 
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)eaf  itiade  up  ready  foir  chewing;  on^  Kttle  piece  of  iron, 
and  one  piece  of  sahdaUwood*  When  she  got  to  the  pile, 
she  looked  a  little  at  her  husband,  who  was  iying  upon  it, 
and  then  walked  seven  times  round  it;  when  she  stopped  at 
his  feety  and  made  the  siame  obeisance  to  him  as  before. 
She  then  mounted  the  pile  without  hetp,  and  laid  herself 
down  by  her  husband's  side,  putting  the  pot  she  carried 
with  her  close  to  her  head ;  which  as  soon  a$  done,  she 
clasped  her  husband  in  her  arms;  and  the  son,  who  was 
standing  ready  with  a  wisp  of  straw  lighted  in  bis  hand,  put 
the  blaze  of  it  three  times  to  his  father  and  mother's  mouths^ 
and  then  set  the  pile  on  fire  all  round,  whilst  the  populace 
threw  reeds  and  light  wood  upon  them;  and  they  were  both 
burnt  to  ashes  in  less  than  an  hour.  T  believe  she  soon  died^ 
fe>r  she  never  moved,  though  there  was  no  weight  upon  her 
but  what  she  might  have  easily  overset,  had  she  had  any 
inclination.  It  was  intirely  a  voUmtary  act,  and  she  was:  as 
much  in  hor  senses  as  ever  she  was  in  her  life.  I  forgot  to 
mention  that  she  had  her  forehead  painted  with  red  paint,* 
which  she  scraped  off  with  her  narls,  and  distributed-amMigst 
her  friends,  and  also  gave  them  chewed  betel  out  of  her 
mouth,  for  which  favours  every  one  seemed  solicitous. 
The  above,  I  assure  you,  is  a  true  ae«Ottiit  of  what  I  saw.** 

1777,  Dec. 
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Mr.  Urban, 

I   HAVE  sent  you  the  following  case  to  be  puMisbed  in 
your  Magazine,  if  you  shall  think  proper. 

I  had' tor  some  years  been  afflicted  with  the  usual  symp- 
toms of  the  stone  inr  the  bladder,  when  acdidentally  meeting 
with  Dr.  Lobb's  Treatise  of  Dissolvents  for  the  Stone  and 
Gravel,  I  vvas  induced  on  his  recommendation  to  try  the  use 
of  Bergamot  pears,  and  eat  a  dozen  or  more  every  day, 
with  the  rind,  whdn  in  less  than  a  week  I  observed  a  large 
red  flake  in  my  urine,  which,  on  a  slight  touch,  crumbled 
into  the  finest  powder ;  and  this  was  the  case  for  several 
succeeding  daj-s.  It  iaf  ten  years  since  I  made  the  experi- 
»ient,  and  I  have  been  quite  free  from  all  complaints  of 
that  kiml  ever  since. 
^  -  Yours,  '&c. 

^.     ^  BfiNEVOLUS. 


AcQOWiif^  VaUtdint  Great rakes^  the  Sfroker.       431 

If  any  one  should  be  so  bappy  to  receive  the  siune  bene- 
f)ty  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  wilt  publish  his  case  for  ttie 
good  of  Baankind. 

P.  S.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  may  be  material  to  ob- 
serve that  the  pears  I  eat  were  of  the  small  sort,  aud  fuU 
of  knot:!.. 

1778,  Sept 


LXI.  Account  df  Valentine  dreatrakes,  the  Stroker. 

Ma.  UiiBAN, 

In  the  year  1€6€,  Mr.  Valentine  Greatrakes,  an  Irish  ^gen* 
tfeman,  came  to  England,  being  invited  thither  by  the  Earl 
of  Orrery,  to  cure  the  Viscountess  Conway  of  an  inveterate 
head-ache,  and,  though  he  failed  in  that  attempt,  he  wrought 
many  surprising  cures  not  unlike  miracles.  He  was  bom 
F^l).  14,  16^3,  at  Affahe,  in  the  county  of  Waterford,  and  ^ 
bred  a  Protestant  in  the  free-school  at  Lismore  till  he  was 
13  years  of  age ;  he  was  designed  for  the  cottege  of  Dublin, 
but,  the  rcbeHiofi  breaking  out,  was  forced  with  his  niother 
to  fly  into  England,  >vhere  he  was  kindly  received  by  his 
great  uncle,  Edmund  Harris,  Esq.  after  whose  death  his 
mother  placed  him  with  one  John  Daniel  Getsius,  a  Ger- 
man tninister,  of  Stoke  Gabriel,  in  Devonshire.  In  five  of 
iix  years  he  returned  to  his  native  countxy,  which  he  found 
in  a  distracted  state,  and  therefore  spent  a  year  in  contem- 
plation at  the  castle  of  Caperc|uin.  In  1649,  he  was  a  lieu- 
tenant in  Lord  Broghiirs*  regiment,  then  acting  in  M unster 
against  the  r(*bels ;  and  in  1656,  great  part  of  the  army  be- 
ing disbanded,  retired  to  Aftane,  his  native  place,  and  wa«' 
ipade  clerk  of  the  piece  for  Cork  county,  register  for  trans* 
plantation,  and  justice  of  the  peace ;  but  losing  his  places' 
after  the  Restoration,  he  grewdiscontented.  He  seemed 
yery  religious ;  his  looks  were  grave  but  simple,  and  not 
Hke  those  of  an  inapostor.  He  said  himself,  that  ever  since' 
the  year  1662,  he  had  telt  a  strangje;  impulse  or  persuasioa 
that  he  had  the  gift  of  curing  the  King^s  evil ;  and  this  sug- 
gestion became  so  strong,  that  he  stroked  several  persons, 

•  •  •  « 

■  i»l.       U .1      I         ...         ..■■■■I    II      I.I  II  I..I.I.  •..  I  ■»       I  I    !<■■»■ 


*  Ato^^Ht.^Arl  of  Orrery  aboT«-iii«ntioi;cd. 


432        Accctmt  of  f^aUntinc  Grea'trakeSy  the  SXroker, 

and  cured  them.    TTiree  years  after,  an  epidemical  fever 
m^ng^  in  the  country^  he  was  again  persuaded  that  be  covid 
also  cure  that.     He  made  the  experiment^  and  he  affirmed 
that  he  cured  all  who  came  to  him.    At  length,  in  April, 
ISSSy  another  kind  of  inspiration  suggested  to  him,  that 
Ire  had  the  gift  of  healing  wounds  and  ulcers;  and  experi- 
ence, he  also  said,  proved  that  he  was  not  deceived.    He 
even  found  that  he  cured  convulsions,   the  dromy,  and 
many  other  distempers*.    Crowds  flocked  to  him  rrom  all 
parts,  and  he  perfbanedsucbtextraordinary  cures,  that  he 
was  cited  into  the  bishop^s  court  at  Lismore,  and,  not  bar- 
ing a  licence  for  practising,  was  forbid  to  lay  hands  on  any 
for  the  future.    Nevertheless,  being  en^^aged  by  the  lady 
above-mentioned  to  come  over  to  England,  be  arnved  theie 
in  the  beginning  of  1666,  and,  at  he  proceeded  through 
the  country,  ma|{istrat^  of  the  oftieS'  and  towns  tbrpugh 
which  he  passed  oegged  biin  to  come  and  cure  their  sick* 
The  king,  being  informed  of  it,  ordered  him,  by  the  Earl 
of  Arlington,  Secretary  of  State,  tp  come  to  Whitehall. 
The  court,  though  not  fully  persuaded  of  his  miraculous 
power,  did  not  forbid  him  to  make  himself  knowa.     He 
went  every  day  to  a  particular  part  of  London,  where  a 
prodigious  number  of  sick  persons  of  all  ranks,  and  of  both 
sexes,  assembled.  He  did  nothing  but  stroke  theiii»     Paiiss, 
the  gout,   rheumatism,  convulsions,  &c.  were  driven  by 
his  touch  from  one  part  to  another,  to  the  utmost  extremi- 
ties of  the  body,  after  which  they  entirely  ceased.    This 
occasioned  his  being  called  7'lu  Stroker.     He  ascribed  se- 
veral disorders  to  evil  snirit^,  which  be  divided  into  differ- 
ent kinds.    As  soon  as  ttie  possessed  saw  him,  or  beard  bis 
voice,  they  fell  on  the  ground,  or  into  violent  agitations. 
He  cured  them,  as  he  aid  other  sick  persons,  by  stroking. 
He  could  not,  however,  convince  every  one  of  the  reality 
cf  his  miraculous  gift;  many  wrote  violeutly  against  him, 
but  he  found   soi^pe  zealous  advocates,    even  among  the 
faculty.     He  himself  published,  in  1666,  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  celebrated  Mr.  Boyle,  in   which  he  gave  a  succinct 
history  of  his  lifef,  from  which  tbe  above  particulars  are 
extracted. .  He  annexed  to  this  pamphlet  a  great  number  of 
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*  Ani<nir  othert,  Mr.  Ffomsteed,  tl|e  famous  Astronomer,  (then  in  his  SOU 
yf:.r,)  vent  over  to  Ireland,  in  Au^st  16o5,  to  be  touched  by  him  for  a  na- 
tijral  wcaiipejw  of  conotiCutioni  but  re<*eivcd  no  benefit. 

f  Tb»  leitet  was  entitled,  '**  A  brief  Account  of  Mr.  V?Tcntirie  GffSifftttf, 
an  a.x«  rsof  th^ strange  Cures  by  him  performed,  &.C.'*  See  also  "The  Mi- 
t^i\}a  CoA£iirmi^  &c.**    By  Henry  Stubbc,  M.D;  Printed  it  Oxford,  1666. 
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feei'lificatee,   sieo^d'  by  persons   of   kqown  probity,    and 
among  others  by  Mr.  Boyle,  and  by  the  celebrated  Drs, 
Wilkins,  Wfaichcot,  Cudworth,  and  Patrick,  tvho  attested  the 
truth  of  some  wonderful  cures  that  he  had  wrought.     Not- 
Withstanding  all  this,  his  reputation  did  not  last  much  longer 
than  that  of  James  Aymar*.     It  appeared  at  length  that  all. 
these  miraculous  causes  were  only  built  on  the  credulity  of  . 
the  public.    The  noise  which  this  man  made  gate  rise  to  a 
novel    (in  French)  by  M.  St.  Evremond,  entitled,  **  The 
Irish  Prophet,'*  in  which  he  finely  rallies  the  credulity  of 
the  people,  and  the  spirit  of  superstition.  He  also  shews  that 
there  is  no  kind  of  conjuration  which  is  able  to  lay  this  kind 
of  demon,  which  sometimes  dis»tufbs  the  peac6  of  sopiety. 
He  returned  to  Ireland  in  1667,  and  though  he  lived  there 
^3,ny.  years,  he  no  longer  kept  up. the  reputation  of , per* 
forming  those  strange  Cures  which  have  procured  him  ^ 
name  even  in  our  general  histories.    But  in  this,  his  case  is    , 
Very  singular,  that  on  the  strictest  inquiry  no  Soft. of  blem-* 
ish  was  ever  thrown  upon  his  character;  nor  did  any  of  those 
t^ufioUs  and  learhed  pet^ns,  who  espoused  his  cause,  draw 
any  ifnptTtatioh  upoi)  themselves^  though  at  the  same  time 
it  must  be  allowed  that  there  were  several  very  eminent  and 
knowing  virtubsi,  who  Could  not  be  brought  to  have  any 
greai  dpinion  of  his  performances^  but  were  ratbef  inclined 
fo  attribute  all  he  did  to  the  mere  efficacy  of  friction. 

i719j  Jan. 


tXII.  Lord  Mansfield's  Opinion  on  Patens; 

Mr*  Urban, 

The  following  bpinicTn  of  Lord  Mansfield,  relative  to  paC* 
tents  in  general,  and  to  Dr.,  James's  in  particular,  seemmg 
to  me  to  deserve  being  more  universally  known  than  it 
is  likely  to  be  in  the  pamphlet  ^yhieh  contains  it,  I  fetve  there^- 
fore  sent  it  to  be  inserted  in  your  Magazine.  Through 
wh6se  hands  patents  from  the  crown  pass,  or  who  are  the 
managers  and  condrietors  of  them,  I  am  totally  ignorant ; 
but  it  were  to  be  wished,  that,  for  the  future^  attention 
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:  ^  A  i>easaDt  of  Dauphiny,  who  made  much  noise  t&^ancei  m  1693  and  3, 
oy  the  marvellous  effects  9f  hit  divining  fod. 
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siiould  be  paid  to  the  circtimstftnces  meAtkmed  in  the  fol- 
lowing extract. 

Benevolus. 

*^  Th£  third  point  is  whether  the  specification  is  such  as 
instructs  others  to  make  it ;  for  the  conaition  of  giving  the  en- 
couragement is  this : — ^That  you  must  specify  upon  record 
your  indention  in  such  a  way  as  shall  teach  an  artist,  when 
your  term  is  out,  to  mak6  it,  and  jto  make  it  as  well  as  you,  by 
your  directions;  for  then,  at  the  end  of  the  terra,  the  pub- 
lic have  the  benefit  of  it.    The  inventor  has  the  benefit 
during  the  terra,  and  the  public  have  the  benefit  after. 
But  if,  as  Dr.  James  did  with  his  powders,  the  specification 
of  the  composition  givcis  no  proportion,  there  is  an  end  of 
his  patent,    and,    when  he  is  dead,  nobody  is  a  bit  the 
wiser.    The  materials  were  all  old  ; .  antimony  is  old,  and 
all  the  other  ingredients.    If  no  proportion  is  specified,  you 
are  not,  I  say,'  a  bit  the  wiser:  and  therefore  I  have  deter- 
mined, in  several  cases  here,  the  specification  must  state, 
where  there  is  a  composition,  the  proportions,  so  that  any 
other  artist  may  be  able  to  make  it,  and  it  must  be  a  lesson 
and  direction  to  him  by  which  to  make  it :  if  the  inventioa 
be  of  another  sort^  to  be  done  by.  mechanism,  they  must 
describe  it  in  a  way  that  an  artist  may  be  a^le  to  do  it." 

Replr/  to  Observations  on  two  Triak  at 
LaWy  respecting  Mess.  Adams'^ 
ntw^inv&nted  Stuccoi, 
1779,  Oct 


LXIII.  Rough  water  calmed  by  oil. 

A 

Mr.  Urban, 

Dr.  franklin  (if  I  mistake  not)  lately  plumed  himself 
on  the  discovery  of  a  method  to  still  rough  water  by  means 
of  oil*.  Though  this  phenomenon  was  noticed  so  long 
4igo  as  the  days  of  Pliny,  yet  I  suspect  that  the  doctor  first 
learnt  it  from  the  Indians  who  live  on  the  Aimerican  lakes, 
as  it  is  well  known  that  the  same  expedient  is  practised  by 


*  Dr.  Franklio  only  confirms  the  report  of  Pliny  and  others  who  haveiD«»- 
tioned  this  phenrimenon.  His  only  discovery  is  the  effects  of  a  single  drop  w 
oil  ou  a  large  surface  of  water.  J?. 
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theifh  In  what  light  this  discovery  was  considered  during 
the  dark  times  of  monkery  the  followittg  passage  will  clearly 
evince :  " 

,  *^  As  St.  Gerlnanus  [Bishop  of  Auxerre  in  the  beginning 
of  the  15th  century]  was  sailing  to  Britain  [to  extirpate  the 
heresy  of  Pelagianism,  which  had  been  planted  in  England 
by  one  Agricola,  son  of  a  Pelagian  bishop,  in  the  year  429,] 
a  hiprrible  tempest  arose,  raised  by  the  devil,  as  it  afterward* 
plainly  appeared.  The  Saint  was  fast  asleep  in  the  ship;  but 
being  rouzed  by  the  cries  ofthe  perishing  ere w^  he  rebuked  the 
storm,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Trinity  sprinkled  a  few  drops 
of  holy  oil  upon  the  raging  waves,  and  instantly  there  was 
a  calm/* — See  the  2d  ot  Dr.  Jortin's  Six  Dissertations^,  p.  75. 

1779,  Nov.  '  X. 


LXIV.  Some  account  of  a  Musical  Prodigy-      \\  W-^A/ 


Having  about  the  year  1777  receivied  k  letter  froiti 
Korwich,  with  an  account  of  the  extraordinary  .powers  of 
a  child  of  two  years  old  in  playing  upon  the  organ  j  we  de-* 
ferred  publishing  the  particulars  till  the  fact  should  be  bet- 
>er  authenticated.  We  have  now  the  pleasure  of  ehtertain- 
.  ing  our  readers  with  a  narrative  of  what  Dr.  Burney  calls 
an  uncommon  exertion  of  the  human  faculties,  at  a  more 
fearly  period  of  life  than  they  usually  deyelope.  It  is 
abridged  from  a  paper  written  by  Dr.  Burney,  addressed  to 
Dr.  Hunter,  in  the  first  part  of  the  Philosophical  Transact 
tions  for  the  present  year,  s^nd  is  as  follows : 

William  Crotch  was  born  at  Norwich  July  5,  i1l5» 
His  father,  by  trade  a  carpenter^  having  a  passion  for  mu- 
sic, of  which  however  he  had  no  knowledge^  undertook  to 
build  an  organ^  on  wbich^  as  soon  as  it  would  speak,  he 
learned  to  play  two  or  three  common  tiines,  such  as  Ged 
save  great  George  oicr  King;  Let  Ambition  fire  thy  Mind ; 
and  The  Easter  Hy7nn;.  with  which,  and  such  chord?  a| 
were  pleasing  to  his  ear,  be  used  to  try  the  perfection  of 
his  instrument.  '^ 

About  Christmas  1776,  his  child  William,  then  only^ 
year  and  a  half  old,  was  observed  to  pay  an  untommon  at* 
teution  to  music,  by  leaving  bis  food  andf  listening  when  the 
organ  was  playing;  and abQUt  Midsummer  1777,  he  woulii 
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«vea  touch  the  key-note  qf  hii  particular  favourite  tunea, 
4a  order  to  persuade  his  father  to  play  them:  Soon  after 
this,  as  he  was  unable  to  name  these  tunes,  itt  would  play 
ihe  t^vo  oV  three  firsts  notes  of  them  when  he  thought  the 
key-note  did  not  sufficiently  explain  that  which  he  wished 
to  have  played.  ^  ^ 

Btjt,  according  to  his  mother,  it  seem^  to  have  been  ia 
ponsequence  of  his  having  heard  the  superior  performance 
pf  Mrs.  Lalman,  a  musicaUadyy  who  came  to  try  his  father's 
iorgan,  that  lie  first  attempted  to  play  a  tune  hiitiself :  for, 
jthe  same  evening,  after  her  tlcparture,  the  child  cried, 
jand  was  so  pee^sh  that  his  motlier  was  wholly  unable  to  ap- 


pease him.  At  length,  passing  through  the  dinir>g-roora, 
he  screamed  and  struggled  violently  to' go  to  the  organ,  in 
which  when  he  was  iiidulged,  he  eagerly  beat  down  the  keys 


with  his  little  fists. 

•The  next  day,  however,  being  left  in  the  dining-room 
with  his  brother,  a  youth  of  about  fourteen,  he  would  not 
let  him  rest  till  he  blew  the  bellows  of  the  brgan ;  and 
while  he  sat  on  his  brother's  knee,  he  beat  down  the  keys, 
at  first  promiscuously,  but  presently',  \vith  one  hand,  he 
ptsfy^d  enough  of  God  save  great  George  om*  Khig  to  awaken 
the  cariosity  of  his  father,  who,  Seing  in  a  garret,  which 
Was  hi^  work-shop,  hastened  down  stairs  to  inform  hirasclf 
who  wasj  plaving  this  tune  on  the  or^an.  When  he  fband  it 
was  the  child,  he  could  hardly  believe  what  he  heard  and 
fliaw*     At  this  time  he  was  exactly  two  years  and  three  weeb 

:  It^  is  ea^y  to  account  for  God  sfivc  great  George  our  Ein^ 
being  the  first  tune  he  attempted  to  play,  as  it  was  not  only 
that  which  his  father  often  performed,  but  had  been  most 
frequently  administered  to  him  as  a  narcotic  by  bis  mother. 
It  had  likewise  been  inore  magnificently  played  than  he  was 
srcctiStQined  tt)  hear  by  Mrs.  Liilrtian,  the  afternoon  before 
he  became  a  practical  musfrician  himself;  and,  previous  to 
ihis  events  he  used  to  tease  his  father  to  play  this  tune  oo 
bis  organ,  and  was  very  clamorous  when  he  did  not  carry 
his  points 

His  jerformance  wa^  first  remarked  in  the  absence  of 
jfche  napther,  who  no  sooner  camp  home  than  the  father, 
Kith  a  look  which  at  once  implied  joy,  wonder,  and  mystery, 
desired  her  to  go  up  stairs  with  him,  as  he  had  sometliing 
j^urfoustodiewben  She  obeyed,  wondering  what  she  waiJ 
Jto  see  ;  but  was  as  much  surprised  as  the  father,  on  hearing 
the  child  play  the  first  part  of  God  save  great  George  our 
f&Mi  wq  raoce  so  the  next  day  when  he  had  made  himself 
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mJister  of  the  treble  of  the  second  'p9^  "Hie  third  Say  hfe 
attempted  the  base,  which  he  jte^fortned  iieaply  corredt, 
except  the  note  immediately  betofe  the  <*ldse,  Which,  be- 
ing ail  octave  below  the  preceding' aound^  was. out  of  the 
reach  of  his  little  hand. 

In  the  beginning  of  Novenftber   1777;  he  played   bottj 
the  treble  and  base  of  Let  Ambitimfipe  thy  Mimk 

Upon    the    parents  relating  this  eistnaordinary   circura^ 
stance  to  some  of  their  neighbours,  th^y  laughed  at  it;  and, 
regarding  it  as  the  effect  ot  partial  fondtiess  for  their  child, 
advised    theln  by  no  means  to  mention  iw.  as  ^such  a  mar- 
vellous aceount  would  only  expose  them  to  ridicule.   •  Ho\\''- 
ever,  a  few  days  after,  Mr.  Crotch  being  ill,  and  unable  t^ 
go  out  to  work,  Mr.  Paul,  a  tradesman  By  whom  he  was  em^* 
ployed,   passing  accidentally  by,  and  hearing  the   organ, 
fancied  that  Crotch,  instead  of  being  ill,  had  been  idle, 
and  had  stayed  at  home  in  order  to  divert  himself  onhi^ 
favourite  instrument;  fully  prepossessed  with  this  idea,  he 
entered  the  house,,  and,  suddenly  opemng  the  diniiyg-room 
door,  saw  the  child  playing  on  the  organ  while  hi«  brothefr 
was  blowing  the  bellows,     Mr.  Paul  thought  the  perform- 
ance so  extraordinary,  that  he  immediately  brought  two  ot 
three  of  the  netghbours  to  bear  it,  who  propagatUJg  the  re- 
port, a  crowd  of  near  a  hundred  people  came  the  next  day 
to  hear  the  young  performer,  and,  on  the^ollowing  days,  a 
still  greater  number;  till  at  length,  the  child's  parents  were 
forced  to  hmit  his  exhibition  to  certain  days  and  houi*s,  ia 
order  to  lessen  his  fatigue,  and  exempt  themselves  from  the 
inconvenience  of  constant  attendance. 

[This  5^count  agrees  in  most  particulars  with  the  letter  -we 
received  from  Norwich.] 

The  first  voluntary  the  child  ever  heard  with  attention* 
was  performed  at  his  father's  house  by  Mr.  Mully,  a  music-? 
paster;  and  as  soon  as  hp  was  gone,  the  child  seeming  to 
play  on  tlje  organ  in  a  \vild  and  c|ifferent  manner  from  what 
bis  mother  was  accustomed  to  hear,  she  asked  bini,  what  hfe 
was  doing  ?  and  he  replied,  "  I  am  playing  the  gentleman'3 
fine  thing***  ^ut  she  was  unable  to  judge  of  the  resem-r 
blance:  however,  when  Mr.  Mully  returned  ^  few  days  af*? 
ter,  and  was  asked,  whether  the  phild  had  remembered 
any  of  the  passages  in  his  voluntary,  \^  answered  in  the 


*  Whte  his  father  carried  him  to  the  cathedral,  he  used  to  cry  the  inoment 
^  heard  the  loud  organ,  whi«h  Dr*  Bume;  sappqies  was  t6o  ppwerifUl  for  the 
ieiicacy  of  ius  nervei, 
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ftffirmatite.  This  happeoed  about  the  middle  of  November 
1777,  when  be  was  only  two  years  and  four  months  old, 
.and  for  a  considerable  time  after  be  would  play  nothing  else 
.but  these  passages ;  for  being  in  every  other  respect  a  mere 
infant,  he  could  no  more  be  persuaded  to  play  than  a  bird 
to  sing.  Yet  such  was  the  rapid  progress  he  had  made  in 
jud^ng  of  the  agreement  of  sounds,  that  be  could  play^ 
soon  after,  when  in  the  humour,  the  Easter-hymn  with  full 
harmony ;  and  in  tbc  last  two  or  three  bars  of  Halklujak 
xv'bere  the  same  sound  is  sustained,  he  played  chords  with 
.both  hands,  by  which  the  parts  were  multiplied  to  sir, 
which  he  had  great  difficulty  in  reaching  pti  account  of  the 
shortness  of  his  fingers. 

From  this  period  his  memory  was  very  accurate  in  re- 
taining any  tune  that  pleased  him;  and  being  present  at  a 
concert  where  a  band  of  gentlemen  performers  played  the 
overture  in  Rodelipda,  henvas  so  delighted  with  the  minuet, 
that  the  next  morning  he  bummed  part  of  it  in  bed ;  and  by 
noon,  without  any  further  assistance,  played  the  whole  on 
the  organ. 

His  chief  delight  at  present  is  in  playing   voluntaries, 

which  certainly  manifest  such  a  discernment  and  selection 

of  notes  as  is  truly  wonderful,  and  which,  when  spontaneoufi, 

surprise  at  any  age.     But  triough  he  executes  fragments  of 

common  tunes  in  very  good  time,  yet  no  adherence  to  any 

particular  measure  is  discoverable  in  his  voluntaries;  and 

indeed  his  ear,  though  exquisitely  iwmed  for  discriminatiog 

,  sounds,  is  as  yet  only  captivated  by  vulvar  and  common 

melody,  and  is  satisfied  with  very  impertect  harmony;  an 

instance  of  which  appeared  when  he  first  heard  the  voice  of 

Signer  Pacchierotti,  the  principal  singer  of  the  opera;  be 

'   did  not  seem  sensible  of  the  superior  taste  and  refinement 

of  that  exquisite  performer;  but  called  out  very  soon  after 

the  air  was  oegun,  "  He  is  sinking  in  F." 

\A:nd  this  is  one  of  the  astonishing  properties  of  his  ear, 
that  he  can  distinguish  at  a  great  (ustance  from  any  insun- 
inent,  -and  out  of  sight  of  the  keys,  any  note  that  is  struck, 
whether  A,  B>  C,  &c.  a  circumstance  the  more  extraordi- 
nary, as  many  practitioners  and  good  performers  afc  ^ 
able  to  distinguish  by  the  ear  in  what  key  any  air  or  jiicceaf 
music  is  executed.  I  was,  says  Dr.  Burney,  curious  to 
know  when,  and  in  what  manner,  this  faculty  first  discovered 
itself;  and,  on  inquhy,  his  father  eave  this  answer,  tbat,in 
the  middle  of  January  1778,  while  he  was  playing  the  organ, 
a  particular  note  hung,  or,  to  speak  the  language  of  organ- 
builders,  ciphered,   by   which    the'  tone    ^as  continueil 
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without  the  pressure  of  the  finger:  and  though  neither  bim-* 
iself  nor  his  eider  son  could  fine!  out  what  note  it  was,  the 
cbiid,  who  was  then  amusing  himself  with  drawing  oft  the 
floor*,  left  that  employment,  and  going  to  the  organ  imme* 
diately  fetid  his  hand  on  the  note  that  ciphered.  Mr.  Crotch 
thinking  this  the  effect  of  chance,  the  next  day  purposely 
caused  several  notes  to  cipher,  One  after  the  other,  all  wbiich 
he  instantly  discovered ;  and  at  last  bis  father  weakened  the 
springs  of  two  keys  at  Qnce,  which,  by  preventing  the  valves 
of  the  wind-chest  from  closing,-  occasioned  a  double  cipher, 
both  of  which  the  child  directly  found  out. 

Another  wonderful  part  of  his  pre-maturity  was  the  be* 
ing  able,  at  two  years  and  four  months  old,  to  transpose  into 
the  most  extraneous  and  difficult  keys  whatever  he  played  j 
and  now,  in  his  extemporaneous  flights,  he  modulates  into 
all  keys  with  equal  facility,    , 

The  last  qualificaticHi  wliich  I  shall  point  out  as  extraor- 
diixary  in  this  infant  musician,  is  the  beins  able  to  play  an 
extemporiary  base  to  easy  melodies  when  performed  by  another 
person  upon  the  same  instrument.     But  these  bases  must 
not  be  inoagined  correct,  according  to  the  rules  of  counter- 
point, any  more  than  his  voluntaries.     He  generally  gives, 
indeed,  the  key-note  to  passages  formed  from  its  common 
chord  and  its  inversions,  and  is  quick  at  discovering  when 
the  fifth  of  the  key  will  serve  as  a  base.     At  other  times  he 
makes  the  third  of  the  key  serve  as  an  accompaniment  to 
melodies  formed  from  the  harmony  of  the  chord  to  the  key 
note;  and  if  simple  passages  are  played  slow,  in  a  regular 
progression  ascending  or  descending,  he  soon  finds  out  that 
thirds  or  tenths  below  the  treble  will  serve  his  purpose  ia 
furnishing  an  agreeable  accompaniment. 

Of  this  Dr.  Burney  made  trial,  and  found  that  the^  child 
was.equally  ready  in  finding  a  treble  to  a  base,  as  a  base  to 
a  treble,  if  played  in  slow  notes;  that  is,  if,  after  the  chord 
of  C  natuml  is  struck,  C  be  made  sharp,  he  soon  finds  out  " 
that  A  makes  a  good  base  to  it;  and  on  the  contrary,  if,  after 
the  chord  of  D  with  a  sharp  third,  F  is  made  natural^  and  A 
is  changed  into  B,  be  instantly  gives  G  for  the  base. 

Br.  Burney  to  this  account  has  added  the  names  of  several 
musical  prodigies  of  this  kind,  and  among  others  the  two 
sons  of  the  Rev,  }ix.  Westley,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Charles, 
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*  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  this  child  is  equally  delighted  with  drawing 
*s  with  music,  and,  when  tired  at  his  organ,  h^  is  ever  mailing  sketches  of  on^ 
t^ifig  or  other  as  he  crfiwls  oii  the  flocvr. 

F  f  4 
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Hkt  two  years  and  three  quarters'oid,  surprised  his  father  by 
playing  a  tune  on  the  harpsichord  readily,  and  in  just  time : 
30oif  after  He  played  several,  whatever  fii§  mother  sung,  or 
whatever  he  heard  in  the  streets, 

Sainuel^  the  youngest,  though  he  was  three  years  old  be'-^ 
fore  he  aimfsd  Sip  a  tune,  yet  by  constantly  hearing  his 
brother  practise,  aa'd  being  accustomed  to  good  music  and 
masterly  execution,  before  he  was  six  years  old  arrived  at 
^uch  perfection  as  to  surpass,  in  many  particulars,  the  at- 
jtainments  of  most  professors,  and  beifpre  he  could  write  was 
a  composer,  and  mentally  ^et  the  airs  of  several  praxorios, 
which  he  retained  in  memory  till  he  was  eight  year^  old^  aod 
ttjien .  wrqte  theifi  down* 

1779,  Dep. 
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LXVt  Names  of  those  who  first  con^titilted  th<  Antiquarian 

Society. 

A  Lut  of  the  Society  of  Antiquanes^  extracted Jroni  their  Char-r 
ters  of  Incorporation^  dated  November  2^  1761. 

THE  FIRST  COUNCIL. 


Martin  folkes,  esq. 

President 
Sir  John  Evelyn,  hart.  V,  P 


Philip  Yorke,  esq, 
Samuel  Gale,  esq. 
Edward  Umfrevine,  es<J. 


Sir  Clement  Cottrel  Pormer,     Ptjilip  Carteret  Webb",  esq. 


V.P. 

James  West,  esq.  V.  P. 
James  Theobald,  esq.  V.  P. 


Daniel  Wiay,  esq. 
John  Ward,  LL.D. 
Jeremiah  RJilles,  D.D. 


KichardViscountFitzwilliam.    Cromwell  Mortimer,  D.D. 
Hugh  Lord  Willoughby,   of    feichard  Rawlinson,  LL.1>* 
Parhain.  ^ ^tt-mi-     t*  ^.^ 

Sir  Joseph  Ayloffe,  hart. 
Charles  Compton/Esij. 


Browne  Willis,  LL.D, 
jGeorffe  Vertue,  gent. 
Josepli  Ames,  gent. 


On  the  foKTteenih  of  November  the  following  MenibfTs  zaert 
nQminated  under  the  jf^ower  of  the  Charter^ 


MauricfS  Johnson^  es(^ 
Thomas  Martin,  esq.  * 
Henry  Jplinsoii,  esq* 
Men  Cooper,  M.A; 


Sii:  Charles  Mordaunt,  hart* 
Wm.  LethieulUer,  esq. 
Sir  John  Clerke,  bart. 
Isaac  Wood,  gent- 
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Oeorge  Lynn,  idsq. 
William  Bo^dani,  esq, 
James  lyijin  ay,  esq. 
Robert  New,  esq. 
Nicholas  Hardinge,  esq/ 
Charles  Frederick,  esq. 
William  Hall,  esq. 
William  Draper,  esq. 
Walter  Bowinan,  esq. 
Samuel  Tuffnel,  esq. 
Wm.  Ridjardson,  D.D, 
^Edward  Vernon,  IXD^ 
David  Papillon,  esq. 
Thomas  Birch,  M.A. 
jJobn  Sawbridge,  esq, 
Andrew  Mitchcl,  esq. 
Zachary  Chambers,  esq. 
Creo.  Lewis  Scott,  esq. 
Williaiii  Bowyer,  gent. ' 
John  Cay,  esq. 
:Thomas  Barret,  esq. 
John  Locker,  esq. 
Peter  Coliinson,  gent. 
Sir  Arthur  Forbes,  bart 
And.  Ducarel,  LL.D. 
Thorn.  Morell,  DJ). 
Theodore  Jacobson,  esq. . 
^ohn  Carter,  esq. 
John  Greene,  esq. 
William  Hanbury,  psq. 
Charlejs  Lyttleton,  Dean  of 

Exeter. '  • 

Rt.  Hon.  John  Lord  Viscount 

Tyrconel. 
David  Hartley,  M.A. 
•   Joshua  Blew,  gent. 
Henry  Baker,  gent. 
James  Burrough,  esq. 
George  North,  M.A. 
Andrew  Lawrence^  g^i^t* 
Richard  Pococke,  D.D, 
Robert  fiootle,  esq. 
Sir  Peter  Thomson,  knt 
Thomas  Lennard  Barret^  esq* 
Augustine  Earle,  esq. 
^aa  lUpisay,  gent. 


William  Sotheby,  esq. 
Philip  Henry  Warburton,  esq, 
George  Shelvocke,  esq. 
William  Cowper,  esq. 
John  Eardley  Wilmot,  esi^, 
Thomas  Edwards,  esq. 
William  Strahan^  esq. 
John  Lawry,  M.A, 
i?eter  DavaH,  esq. 
John  Boothy  gent 
Marsh  Dickenson,  ^sq. 
William  Cole,  M.A. 
Charles  Chauncy,  M.D. 
penjamin  Prideaux,  esq^ 
Erasmus  Earle,  esq. 
Henry  Rookey  gent, 
Samuel  Reynardson,  es^ 
Samuel  Squire,  D.Dit 
Charles  Joy,  es(j. 
John  Hill,  esq. 
Josiah  Colebroke,  geiit* 
Wm.  Townshend,  gexilr 
John  Locke,  esq. 
Francis  Blomefield,  M.A. 
Hon.  Heneage  Legge^  esq? 
Gustavu^  Brander,  gent.  ':[ 
Edmund  Sawyer,  esq. 
Jphn  Taylor,  LL.D. 
Sir  Tho.  Robinson,  bart 
Rev.  Andrew  Gifford. 
James  Parsons,  M^D, 

William  Hooker,  gent] 

Francis  Wise,  B.D. 

Philip  Smith,  gent. 

Samuel  Mead,  esq. 

Walter  Johnson,  gent. 

Francis  WooUaston,  esq. 

Henry  Read,  esq. 

Edward  Lye,  M.A. 

Henry  Cheere,  esq. 

Samuel  Berkley,  esq. 

William  Mitford,  esq. 

Samuel  Pe^ge,  M.A» 

Thomas  Wilson,  gent. 

Godolphin  Edwards,  esq« 

James  Burrow»  esq. 


4*2        Wt'iters  in  the  Contrwersy  m  the  jConfessienal, 

The  names  of  Archbishop  Herring  and  Loid  Chaccellor 
Bardwieke,  were  added  December  12, 1731. 

,   178C^  Jan. 


LXVl.  Writeri  in  the  Controversy  on  the  Confessional. , 

Mr.  Urban,  March  16,  1780* 

The  following  is  a  catalogue  of  the  names  of  the  writers  in 
the  two  controversies  occasioned  by  tiie  publication  of  the 
Confessional,  and  the  presentation  of  the  clergy's  petition 
to  the  House  of  Commons.  It  is  left  to  the  more  curious 
and  inquisitive  to  appropriate  their  respectire  works  to  their 
rightful  Owners;  and  this  catalogue  is  subject  to  the  correc- 
tion of  your  correspondents,  who  may  be  possessed  of  better 
infonnation  than  your  occasional  contributor, 

-rf  Cauntiy  Clergpnan. 

> 

Allen,  John,  M.  A.  Vice  Principal  of  Magd.  Hall,  Oxford. 

Balguy,  Thomas,  D.  D.  Archdeacon  of  Winchester. 

Barker,  Robert,  B.  D.  Fellow  of  Queen's  College,  Cam- 
bridger. 

Bell  ward,  John,  A.  B.  Rector  of  Bur^h  Castle,  Sufiblk. 

'Benlow,  Mr.  of  Houghton,  near  Darlington. 

Blackall,  Samuel,  .B.D.  Fellow  of  Emanuel  College,  Cam-. 
bridge. 

BI4ACKBI7RNE,  Francis,  M.  A;  ArchdeiEicon  of  Cleveland. 

Blackstone,  Sir  William,  D.  C.  L. 

Buckler,  Mr.  Benjamin. 

Bumaby,  Andrew, 'M.  A.  Vicar  of  Greenwich. 

Carlos,  James,  M.  A.  Chaplain  to  the  Bishop  of  St.  David's, 
and  Rector  of  Blofieldv 

Carter,  Nicholas,  D.  D.  Rector  of  Woodchureh,  Kent 

Clarke,  Richard,  Rector  of  Hartley,  Kent 

Cooper,  Samuel,  M.  A.  Rector  of  Merley  and  •  Yelverton, 
Norfolk. 

Dawson,  Benjamin,  LL.D.  Rector  of  Burgh,  Suffolk. 

Disney^  John,  D.  D.  Vicar  of  Swinderby,  l^incolnshire, 

Duncan,  John,  D.  D.  Rectorof  South  Warmborough,  Hants. 

Edwards,  Thomas,  D.  D.  late  Fellow  of  Clare  Hall,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Evanson,  Edward,  M.  A.  late  View  of  Tewkesbury^-  Glou*- 
cestershire.  . 
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Firebracei  John,  A.  B.  late  Lecturer  ^f  St.  PaTjrs,*I>eptforil. 
Forstcr,  Nathaniel,  M.  A.  of  All  Saints,  C<>ldiester,   and 

Toileshunt  Knights,  Essex. 
Fleniing,  Caleb,  ^D.D. 
FurneuK,  Philip,  D.  D, 

Goddard,  T-  M-  A.  Rector  of  Swell,  Somersetshire. 
Gwatkin,  Thomas,  9f  Maiden,  Essex,   since  Professor  o^ 
Mathematics  and  Natural  Philosophy  in  William  *nd  M5«y 
College,  Virginia. 
Hallifax,  Samuel,  •LL.D.  King's  Professor  of   Civil  I^asr, 

Cambridge. 
Hardy,  Samuel,  Rector  of  Little  Blakenhamy  Sufibll^  aal 

Lecturer  of  Enfield,  Middlesex.  *  . 

Harris,  Dr.  of  Lupit,  near  Honiton. 

Harvest,  George,  M.  A.  Fellow  of  Magdalea College,  Cm- 
bridge. 
Harwood,  Edward,  D.  D. 
Haslet,  Rev.  — — ,  of  Maidstone,  Kent. 
Hey,  John,  B.  D.  Fellovirof  Sidney  Sussex  College,  Czm^ 

bridge,  and  Preacher  at  Whitehall." 
Hopkins,  William,  A.B.  Vicar  of  Bolney,  and  Master  of 

the  Grammar  School  of  Cuckfield,  Sussex. 
Hurd,  Bishop. 
Ibbetson,' James,  D.D.  Archdeacon  of  St.  Alban's,  Bectbir 

of  Bushy,  Herts,  and  Prebendary  of  Lincoln. 
Jebb^  John,  M.  A.  aodM.D. 

Jones,  Vicar  of  Shephall,  Hertfordshire.  ^ 

Jones,  William,  A.B.  late  of  University  College,  Oxford, 

Rector  of  Pluckley,  Kent. 
Law,  Bishop. 
Lindsey,  Theophilus,  M.  A.  (late)  Vicar  of  Catterick,  York* 

shire. 
Madan,  M.  A,.  B.  Chaplain  to  the  Lock  HoispitaL 
Norman^  Henry,  late  Minor  Canon  of  Winchester. 
Paley,  William,  M.  A.  Fellow  of  Christ's  College,  Csm^^ 

bridge* 
Palmer,  Rev.  John.  ' 

fatten,  Dr, 
Peckard,  Peter,  M.A. 
Plumptree,  Robert,  D.D.  President  of  Queen^s  CoU^ge, 

Cambridge. 
Powell,  W.  S.  D.  D,  F.  R.  S.  Master  of  St.  John's  College, 

Cambridge,  and  Archdeacon  of  Colchester. 
Priestley,  Joseph,  LL.D, 
Pwrver,  Anthony, 
Pye,  Beiyamio/      . 
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Randolph,  Thomas,  D.D.  President  of  C.  C.  C.  Oxford, 

Lady  R^argaret's  Professor  of  Divinity,  and  Archdeacon 

of  Oxford. 
Ridley,  Gloucester,  D.  D,  Minister  of  Poplar. 
Robinson,  Rev.  Robert,  of  Cambridge. 
Robertson,  William,  D.  D.  of  Wolverhampton. 
Roe,  Samuel,  M.  A.  Vicar  of  Stotfolde,  Bedfordshire. 
Rose,  William,  M,  A.  of  Chiswick^ 
^otherbam,  John,  M.  A.  Rector  of  Ryton,  Durham. 
Rutberforth,  Thomas,  D.  D.   and  F.  R.  S.  Archdeacon  of 

Essex,  and  King's  Professor  of  Divinity  in  Cambridge. 
Seeker,  Archbishop. 

Sewardj,  Thomas,  Canon  Residentiary  of  Litchfield.   . 
Sheppard,  Richard,  B.  D.  Fellow  of  (J*  C.  C.  Oxford,  and 

Rectpr  of  Friskney  in  Lincolnshire. 
Stevens,  Thomas,  M.  A.  Fellow  of  Trinity  College^  Cam- 

bridg^. 
Stone,  Francis,  M.A.  Rector  of  Cold-Norton,  Essex. 
Sturges,.  John,  M.  A.  Preb.  of  Winchester,  and   Chaplain 

in  Ordinary  tp  his  Majesty. 
Temple,  Anthony,  M.  A.  Master  of  the  Free  School  of  Rich- 
mond, and  Vicar  of  Easby,  Yorkshire. 
Tillard,  Richard,  M.  A.  Vicar  of  South  Leverton,  Notting^ 

hamshire, 
Tisler,  4Vlr.  of  Deptford.  ^ 

Toplady,  Angustus,  A.  B.  Virar  of.  Broad- Hembury,  Devotf. 
Tottie,  JoRn,  D.  P.  Archdeacon  of  Worcester,  and  Canoa 

of  Christ  Church,  Os^ford, 
Towers,  Joseph,  LL.  Dv 
Towgood,  Rev,  Mr. 

Tucker,  Josi^h,  D.  D.  Dean  of  Gloucester.' 
Watson,  Richard^  P.  D.  King's  Profeasor  of  Divinity  in 

Cambridge. 
Whitfield,  Henn',  D.D.  Vicar  of  Brightlingsea,  Essex. 
.i^ilHaaifi,  Rev.  David. 
Wolldston,  Francis,  LLB.  and  F.  R.  S.  Rector  of  Chislehurst, 

Kent 
Wood,  John,  B.  D.  Rector  of  Cadleigh,  Devon,  and  formerijr 

Fellow  of  Sidney  Sussex  College,  Cambridge, 
yi^ywill,  Cbristophcri  LL,B.  Rector  of  Black  >lQtiey3^  Essei^ 

*  1780,  Afajf, 
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tXVII.  Origin  of  the  Mayor  of  Oarrat*  ' 

Mr.  Umak,  '  •  J^b  2^- 

The  learned  antiquary  finds  a  pleasure  in  tracing  tha 
oiigin  of  ancient  customs,  even  when  time  has  so  altered 
them  as  totally  to  obliterate  theix  use.  It  may  therefore  not 
be  unpleasing  to  the  generality  of  your  readers,  while  it  is  yet 
recent  in  memory,  to  record  in  your  Magazine  the  laudable 
miptive  thjit  gave  rise  to  the  farcicjal  custom  of  electing  a 
Mayor  of  Garrat,  which  is  now  become  truly  ridiculous. 

1  have  been  told,  that  about  thirty  years  ago,  several  per^. 
sons  who  lived  near  that  part  of  Wandsworth  which  adjoins 
to  Garrat  Lane,  had  formed  a  kind  of  club,  not  merely  to 
eat  and  drink,  but  to  concert  measures  for  removing  the 
encroachments  made  on  that  part  of  the  common,  and  to 
prevent  any  oti>ers  being  made  for  the  future.  As  the 
members  were  most  of  them  persons  in  low  circumstances, 
they  agreed  at  every  meeting  to  contribute  some  small  mat- 
ter, in  order  to  make  up  a  purse  for  the  defence  of  their 
collective  rights.  When  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  waa 
subscribed,  they  applied  to  a  vety  worthy  attorney  in  that 
neighbourhood,  who  brought  an  action  against  the  encroach- 
ers  in  the  name  of  the  president  (d^*,  as  they  called  him,  the 
mayor)  of  the  club.  They  gained  their  suit  with  costs;  the 
encroachments  were  destroyed;  and  ever  after,  the  presi- 
"dent,  who  lived  many  years,  was  called  "  The  Mayor  of 
Garrat."  ,   • 

This  event  happening  at  the  time  of  a  general  election, 
the  ceremony  upon  evjsry  new  parliament,  of  choosing  ot^^ 
door  members  for  the  borough  of  Garrat,  has  been  constantly 
kept  up,  and  is  still  continued,  to  the  great  emolument  df 
all  the  publicans  at  Wandsworth,  who  annually  subscribe  td 
kll  incidental  cxpences  attending  this  mock  election. 

1781,  /tt/y.  M.G. 


LXVIII.  Explanation  of  the  Terms  ueed  in  the  Game  of  Quadrille. 

As  this  is  the  season  for  cards,  and  you,  Mr.  Urban,  have 
iio  -aversioh,  I  apprehend,  to  a  sober  game  at  Quadrille  now 
%nd  then,  I  shall  here  present  yoa  with  a  few  slight  observa-* 


iM  Exphmatim  tftke  Terms  taed  in  th€  Game  iof  Znairille. 

tions  oil  that  game ;  not  to  instnict  you  how  best  to  play  it, 
for  as  i  ana  but  a  mean  proficient  myself,  1  canrtot  pretend 
to  that,  (I  rdfer  you  to  .Hoyl6,  'and  the  other  authors)  but 
only  to  explain  the  terms. 

SiiuidrUle  is  founded  ou  the  noble  Spanish  game  of 
Hojnbre^  or  3/an,  but  came  to  us  immediately  from  France, 
lor  which  reason  we  find  in  it  a  mixture  both  of  Spanish  and 
French  expressions. 

Mdtadores  in  Spanish  are  murderers-^  and  the  specifical 
cards  so  called  do  cut  down  and  murder  alt  the  rest ;  and  the 
names  of  those  cards  do  accord  perfectly  well  with  this 
meaning".  ' 

Spadille^  in  French ;  in  Spanish,  Spadillaj  or  espadilhy  a 
Rf  tie  sword.  Hence  comes  the  name  of  one  of.  our  suits, 
Spades^  though  itl)e  not  marked  with  espadas,  or  swords,  as 
in  Spaiii  it  is,  but  with  ptcksy  after  the  French,  who  call  this 
suit  Piquts,  The  Spanish  name  is  here  therefore  retained, 
tfiough  the  device,  or  picks,  be  altered. 

Manille  stiems  to  be  a  corruption  of  the  Spanish  9720/22/2,  a 
wicked  woman,  capable  of  any  sort  of  mischief. 

Basta^  quasi  the  Club,  by  way  of  eminence,  which  is  the 
meaning  of  it  in  Spanish.  We,  however,  have  changed  the 
device  of  this  suit  into  a  Trefoil  after  the  French,  who  there- 
fore call  it  Trejie. 

Punto  is  the  Spanish  ace. 

Basted^  for  so  it  should  be  written,  and  not  beasted^  in 
Spanish  means  beaten.  The  French  call  it  Remise  from  rr- 
mdtre^  to  put  down  again,  or  return  a  stake,  as  the  party 
that  is  basted  is  obliged  to  do.'      '         . 

Sans  preiidre  is  French,  and  means  playing  without  taking 
a  partner. 

Fole  \st\iQ  French  word  for  a  flam,  or  winning  every  trick. 

Coddle.  The  chief  difficulty  lies  in  this  word,  as  when  we 
SBYyit  is  cbdille^  for  I  am  toid  that  this  is  the  proper  expres- 
sifon,  and  not,  you  are  codilVdy  or  we  have  got  the  Codille^ 
Wherefore  if  you,  Mr.  Urban,  or  any  of  your  numerous 
correspoiidents,  will  be  so  good  as  to  explain  this  term^* 
you,  or  He,  will  lay  an  obligation  on,  Sir, 

Yours,  &c.' 
1781,  Suppl  T.  Row. 


'  ^.  From  the  Spanish  vor<l  caudillo,  A  general.    Seethe ^wAcodille  in  Riche*' 
teiVfrench  Dietlbxiary.    £.  •  . 


^^  «       «  ■•   iw    *  «     «  •      ►■  •  • 
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LXIX.  On  Apparitions. 

Mr.  Ueban,  Mc^  10- 

In  the  six  original  letters  you  have  published  between  the 

Tlev.  J.  Hughes,  of  Jesus  College,  in  Cambridge,  the  learned 

editor  of  St.  Chrysostom  on  the  Priesthood,  and  some  of  his 

friends,*  is  a  relation  of  the  apparition  of  Mr.  Naylor,  who 

had  been  fellow  of  St.  John's  in  that  university,  to  a  fellow 

collegian,  Mr.  Shaw,  then  rector  of  Souldern,  in  Oxfordshire* 

1  have  since  met  with  another  account  of  the  same  story, 

written  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Chambre,'  who  was  then  a 

member  of  Sidney  College,  and  afterwards  vicar  of  Lop- 

pington,  in  Shropshire,  where  he  died  Feb.  1752,  aged  70. 

The  paper  containing  this  account  was  put  into  my  hands  by 

his  executor,  who  has  assured  me,  that  it  is  his  hand- writing. 

It  has  no  date,  but  bears  visible  marks  of  its  age;  and,  by 

the  beginning  of  it,  is  plainly  to  be  referred  to  the  date  of 

the  letters  above-mentioned,  that  is,  the  year  1707.     Your 

readers  will  judge  as  tliey  please  of  the  truth  of  the  story. 

My  business  is  only  to  transcribe  the  paper  containing  it; 

which,  except  in  a  few  instances  of  spelling,  I  send  you 

faithfully  ana  exactly  done,  with  its  superscription. 

Yours,  &c. 

R.  M. 

*  « 

V 

Another  Account  of  the  Apparition  of  Mr,  Naylor  to  Mr.  Shaw^ 
from  a  MS.  ^the  Rev.  Rickkrd  Chambre. 

[This  account  I  had  in  these  very  words  from  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Whitfield,  fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.] 

About  the  end  of  last  summer,  }Ar.  Grove,  the  public 
registrar  of  the  university,  was  in  the  pountry  at  a  small 
town  near  Banbury,  in  Oxfordshire,  with  his  old  friend  Mr. 
Shaw,  lately  fellow  of  St.  John's,  and  who  was  presented  by 
the  college  to  the  living  where  he  resided.  While  Mr.  Grove 
tarried  with  him,  which  was  about  four  or  five  days,  he  told 
him  this  remarkable  story,  viz.  that  some  days  before,  as  he 
was  sitting  in  his  study  late  one  night,  after  eleven,  and 


4F  See  pp.  44  and  47  of  thin  Volume.  £. 
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'irhile  he  wa^siiioaking  tobacco  and  reading,  the  spectre  of 
bis  old  companion  Mr.  Naylor  (who  died  five  3'cai'^  ago  in 
St.  John's  College)  came  into  the  room,  habited  in  a  gown 
^nd  cassock,  and  exactlj  in  the  same  manner  as  he  used  to 
appear  in. the  college  when  alive.  Mr.  Shaw  remembered 
the  figure  well,  and  was  therefore  much  surprised;  but  the 
spectre  took  a  chair,  and  sitting  down  close  by  him,  bid  hiia 
not  be  afraid,  fdr  he  came  to  acquaint  him  with  something 
Aat  nearly  concerned  him.  So  entering  into  discotirse  to- 
gether,  the  spectre  told  him,  that  "  their  friend  Mr.  Orchard* 
was  to  die  very  suddenly, -and  that  he  himself  should  die 
soon  after  him,  and  therefore  he  came  to  forewarn  him^  that 
be  might  prepare  himself  accordingly.".  After  this  they 
talked  of  many  othel^  things  (for  their  conference  lasted  two 
hours),  and  amongst  the  rest  Mr.  Shaw  asked  him.  Whether 
one  might  form  some  sort  of  a  notion  of  the  other  world 
from  any  thing  one  saw  in  this. ^  He  answered.  No;  without 
giving  any  farther  satisfaction  to  the  question.  Upon  this, 
Mr.  Shaw  said  to  him^  How  is  it  with  you?  His  answer  was, 
I  am  very  well  and  happy.  Whereupon  Mr.  Shaw  asked 
him  farther,  Whetherany  of  his  old  acquaintance  were  with 
him?  His  answer  was,  that  there  was  not  one  of  them: 
which  answer,  Mr.  Shaw  said  (as  told  the  story  by  Mr. 
Gravef),  struck  him  to  the  heart.  At  last,  after  two  hours 
conference  together,  the  spectre  took  -  his  leave;  and  Mr. 
Shaw  desiring  him  to  stay  longerj  he  told  hirfi  he  could  itotj 
for  he  had  only  three  days  allotted  him  to  be  absent,  and 
they  were  almost  expired.  Mr.  Shaw  then  desired  that  he 
might  see  him  at  least  oncef  more  before  bis  death.  -  But  he 
told  him,  it  could  not  be,  and  so  left  him.  After  this  he 
wiUked  about  his  room  a  considerable  time^  musing  upon 
what  had  happened. 

'  Mr.  Grove  is  a  person  of  undoubted  credit  who  tells  thi* 
story;  xiiid  (which  is  the  greatest  confirmation  of  it  that  can 
be  (fesired,  is  that)  he  told  it  +  several  times  here  in  colleger 
before  Mr.  Shaw  died;  who  fell  down  dead  in  his  desk  as  he 
was  reading  prayer?.  The  other  gentleman,  Mr.  Orchard,- 
who  was  mentioned,  died  suddenly  in  his  chaii^,  while  hiy 


'r- 


*  Spfelt  'Avrhaxd  hy  Mi'i  Hugiics. 

^  So  the  MS. 

•♦  H^^re  Mr.  Cbambro  seems  to  differ  from  l^r.  Ibighes,  who  says,  *'  Mi*}' 
Trove  kept  the  business  secret,  till,  hearing  of  Mr.  Shaw's  own  death,  he  told 
the  whole  story;"  unless  Mr.  Hug:b<,s  means,  that  Mr*  Qrove  suppf«8s«Ml th«^ 
^ART  of  the  story  relat  in;;  to  Mr.  Shuw's  death  j  tjU  hearing  he  waS  dead,  hf ' 

tUCU  toU  tiie  WHOLE  ofit. 
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^edmaket  went  from  him  to  fi^tch  his  commons  for  supper. 
This  story  is  farther  confirmed  bV  two  country  gentlemen* 
of  Mr.  Shaw's  acquaintance^  to  whom  he  had  likewise  com* 
municated  it.  And  iii  truth  it  hath  met  ^ith  such  universal 
credit  heref,  that  I  have  found  very  few  who  made  any 
scruple  of  believing  \U 

It  is  remarkable  that  Mr.  Shaw  was  a  rioted  enemy  to  the 
beUef  of  apparitions^  and  used  always  in  company  to  dispute 
.against  them. 

1783,  May, 


LXX,  On  swaliowihg  Pins  or  Fish  Bon^s.  By  W.  'furnbull,  M.  I). 

1  HE  swallowing  of  pinsj  &c.  has  often  been  the  cause  of 
many  grievous  and  dangerous  effects,  aud,  it  is  presumed^ 
often  fatal;  for,  upon  dissecting  the  patients^  who  appeared, 
from  the  symptoms,  to  have  died  of  the  iliac  passion^  colic^ 
&c.  they  have  been  found  to  have  been  killed  by  pins,  &c. 
In  April,  lUl^  a  young  woman,  who  had  swallowed  a  very 
large  pin,  which  stuck  fa^t  in.  that  part  of  the  G^saphagus 
which  enters  into  the  thorax^  was  brought  to  the  hospital  at 
Bamborough  Castle,  Northumberland.    As  I  then  had  the 
honour  of  the  principal  management  of  that  hospital,  I  was 
sent  for,,  and  found  the  patient  in  very  great  pain^     Having, 
some  time  before,  considered  the  nature  of  this  accident, 
and  concluded,  that  if  any  thing  could  be  given  that  would 
pass  easily,  ond,  when  in  the  stomach,  coagulate  into  a  glairy 
nwss,  it  might  probably  bring  up  any  thing  lodged  m  the 
passage;  I  immediately  gave  her  4  grains  of  tartar  emetic^ 
dissolved  in  warm  water,  and  then  made  her  swallow  the 
'whites  of  six  eggs,  and  in  about  three  minutes  she  brought 
Up  the  coagulated  mass,  with  the  pin,  and  was  effectually 
relieved.    The  same  method  was  attended  with  similar  suc- 
cess, in  an  instance  nearly  resembling  the  above :  a  maid- 
servant  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Baillie,  of  Milierstain,  in  Scptlai)d^ 
went  to  bed  with  24  pins  in  her  mouth.    The  consequence 
of  whic^  was,  that  in  the  night  the  family  were  alarmed  with 
her  cries.    Mr.  Baillie  ordered  her  an  emetic  and  the  whites 
^^  ^ggS)  as  above,  and  the  whole  number  of  pins  came  up» 


*  Possibly  one  of  them  wa«  Mr.  Cartwri jpbt  cf  Ayoho. 

t  Mc  HQghes  decUred  binitlf  »Qe  of  tboM  who  beii<t6d  it 
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4io  On  salting  Meat  etiid  purt^f/ing  Heater. 

ami  arc  now  preserved  in  the  family  as  a  curiosity.  The 
^ame  method  I  have  used^  with  success,  for  fish  and  other 
kinds  of  sharp  bones. 

1783,  Dec. 


LXXl.  On  ssiltiiig  Meat  tnd  purifying  Water. 

The  usual  way  of  salting  meat  is  to  Jet  it  remain^  till  i£  be 
cold  before  it  is  salted. 

But  in  wann  cliniates,  or  in  warm  weather,  the  reveree 
of  this  practiced  should  be  adopted,  viz.  to  salt  the  meat  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  tiut  up  into  proper  pieces,  while  it  is  jet 
wai*m,  and  the  juices  are  flowing.  This  I  have  known  prac- 
tised with  success  on  board  a  ship  in  a  very  warm  climate, 
and  in  close  muggy  weather,  when  meat  tends  fast  to  putre- 
faction. It  was  practised  for  six  or  seven  weeks  succes- 
sively, without  once  failing;  whilst  another  ship  in  company, 
that  was  in  the  same  situation  with  respect  to  provisions,  but 
followed  the  usual  mode  of  salting,  had  seldom  more  thao 
one  or  two  meals  from  each  hog  they  killed ;  for  the  e^ipcri- 
ment  was  made  on  pork  only,  being  the  only  fresh  meat  we 
then  had,  our  poultry,  &c.  fieing  all  expended. 

The  utility  of  this  practice,  to  those  who  sail  to  the  East 
T>f  West  Indies,  &c.  or  who  live  in  any  warm  climate,  or 
eveii  in  our  own  during  the  hot  summer  months,  is  obvious. 

A  simple  easy  method  of  purifying  foul  and  fetid  watipr 
must  be  useful  too,  not  only  to  seafaring  people,  but  to  those 
who  live  in  such  parts  of  the  country  as  are  without  wells 
or  rivei-s,  where  tney  are  under  the  necessity  of  drinking 
pond  water,  whieh,  in  hot  dry  summers,  becomes  low  and 
Unwholesome*  The  method  which  I  would  recommend  for 
that  purpose  is  feliis : 

Make  a  vessel  or  case  twelve  inches  square,  and- two  feet 
and  a  half  deep,  narrowing  within  about  half  a  foot  of  the 
b<)ttom,  to  four  inches  square.  ,  The  top  must  be  open,  and 
the  bottom  pierced  full  of  small  holes.  Place  this  vessel  in 
a  frame,  with  a  receiver  under  it,  and  fill  it  with  gravel, 
through  which  the  water  is  to  pass,  as  in  the  common  filtering 
^stone;  which  being  repeated  a  few  times,  renders  it  clear 
and  palatable. 

The  vessel  which  I  used  for  the  purpose  was  made  of  four 
.Wards^  well  fitted  together,  of  the  size  and  form  that  have 
^6eti  niientidned.    B^  botix  size  and  form  may  be  varied  at 


Cdsi  of  ike  Mfi^f  ne&  (Jhdrches  imli  fy  ^ir  C.  Wrdi:   isi 

^leasare:    And,  ind^d^  the  deeper  the'  vei^eX^  thef  better^ ; 
ai»  the  wsteT; will  tben  pass  through  a  greater  qiiantitj  of 

The  advantage  of  this  artificial  filtering  ^tdne  (ad  it  ihaV 
be  called)  above  the  cooiinon  one^  will  be  evident.  It  i^ 
Hot  liable  to  be  broken  or  cracked;  it  will  purify  a  inucfat 
greater  quantity  of  water  in  ^e  same  spacef  of  time )  the 
gravely  when  foul  from  frequent  use^  may  be  taken  out  and 
exposed  to  the  wind  and  sun,  upon  a  piece'  of  cahvasfs  on 
deck^  when  it  will  be  again  fit  for  use^  with  little  trouble; 
besides^  a  few  spare  bushels  of  fresh  water  gravel  may  easily 
be  put  on  board  for  change ;  whereas  it  is  well  known  that 
the  common  filtering  stone,  when  foul^  is  not  cleansed  with-: 
out  much  trouble,  and,  being  of  a  brittle  nature^  is  very 
liable  to  be  cracked  or  brokeii  on  board  of  ship; 

On  shore  the  vessel  may  lie  elevated  many  feet  aboVe  the 
teceiver^  and  the  air  will  greatly  assist  in  purtfyin|(  the 
^ater  in  its  fall.- 

1782^  Oct  J.  NasSteft. 


tXXli.  do^  <^i  the  Fifty  new  Churdhes  built  by  Sir  Cbristopfeet 

Wreoi. 

,  .  ... 

As  your  Magazine  is  ihfii  Common  register  of  every  thing 
memorable^  the  following  account  of  the  cost  p(  the  fifty 
i^ew  churches,  and  the  mo^nuihent,  built  by  Shr  Cbrlstopjxer 
Wren  may  serve  peritaps  to  fill  a  corher. 
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St.  Diaais  Back  Church 
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St.  George,-  Botolph^lane      * 
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St.  Martki,  Ludgate 

St  Matthew,  Friday-street    - 

St.  Margaret  Pattens     - 

Lothbury 

St.  Mary,  Abchurch 
*  Magdalen 
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le  Bow 
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St.  Mildred,  Bread-sjreet      - 
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St.  Nicholas  Cole  Abbey 
St.  Otave,  Jewry 
^.  Peter's,  Cornhill      -^ 
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The  Monument    *        *        - 
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■  .  LXXIIL  Strictures  on -the  present  State  of  owr  Convict 

Mr.  Urban,  -  -    Jufy  $. 

The  internal  gorernment  of  nations  has  been  in  a  state  of 
progressive  improvement  fors'everal  ages*  past;  ftnd^  it  is 


perbapsr,  in  the  present  arrived  as  near  to  perfection,  ia 
inost  respects,  as  the  nature  oi"  things  will  permit,  Ther^. 
is,  however,  one  circumstance  in  which  gre^t  room  still  remains ' 
for  improvement:  the  method  of  punishing  heinous  oiTend^ 
ers  against  the  laws,  so  as  most  effectually  to  answei;  the 
end  of  punishment,  does  not  seem  to  have  been  yet  dis« 
covered.  The  i^uipber  of  capital  punishments  which  occur, 
in  our  own  nation  in  particular,  is  a  circunastance  that  alarms, 
the  feelings  of  humanity;  we  enjoy  ^he  protection,  which, 
the  laws  atlord  us,  with  an  imperfect  satisfaction,  when  we 
feflect,  that  it  is  purchased  with  the  violent  and  prematura 
death  of  so  many  of  our  fellow-creatures.  Did  the  crwdtif  of 
our  laws  give  them  additional  force  in  deterring  men  from 
incurring  the  penalties  of  them,  their  cruelty  might  perhaps 
admit  of  defence;  but  this  does  not  seem  to  be  the  cas^« 
In  fact,  their  being  in  a  legislative  view  too  severe  and  in- 
discriminate, has  occasioned  a  great  relaxation  in  the  exe- 
cution of  them;  and  this  reljaxation,  though  commendable 
with  respect  to  the  spirit  it  proceeds  from,  has  been  found 
to  produce  the  most  pernicious  consequences.  .  The  threats 
of  punisliment,  in  order  to  have  the  full  effecpof  which  they 
are  capable,  must  be  rendered  as  little  liable,  to  evasion  as 
possible. 

The  most  profligate  persons  reason,  in  some  degree,  ou 
the  consequences  of  their  actions ;  but  they  are  ready  to  de^ 
lude  themselves  with  the  slightest  chance  of  impunity,  and 
to  act  on  it  as  on  an  absolute  certainty.  To  the  chance 
therefore  of  escaping  altogether  from,  the  penalties  of  the 
law,  let  us  not  add  the  probability  of  their  being  mitigated 
after  the  conviction  of  the  offender.  In  the  present  state 
of  things,  a  man  under  the  first  temptation  to  commit  a 
capital  crime  may  reason^thus:  "I  am  going  to  do  an  act, 
for  which  \  Jcnow  the  laws  will  on  <:onviction  sentence  me  to 
die;  however,  I  have  some  chance  of  escaping  the  pursuit 
ot  justice,  and  if  I  should  be  taken  and  convicted,*  as  this  is 
«ny  first  oflfence,  they  will  think  it  cruel  to  hang  me ;  the 

iiidge  therefore  will  most  probably  reprieve  me,  or  if  not,  th.e 
^ing  certainly  will,  and  then  I  shall  but  be  transported  at  worst; 
^  perhaps,  after  a  short  imprisonment,  I^hall  be  discUarged 
without  further  punishmeoi;;"  Thus,  in  whatever  mode  our 
present  laws  are  executed,  they  are  attended  with  baij 
©Sects.  A  rela^catioh,  by  rendering  the  consequences  of 
crimes  indeterminate,  encourages  men  to  offend  in  the  nope 
^f  impunity ;  und  when  to  avoid  this  effect  the  threatened 
:jBunishmpnis  are  stjrictly  executed,  we  are  sJiQcked  at  thp 
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sacrifice  of  so  inatiy  human  victims,  and  lamjent  that  die 
peace  of  society  must  be  maintained  at  so  dear  a  price. 

It  deserves  therefore  to  be  considered  whether,  by  making 
fewer  crimes  to  he  capital^  and  at  the  same  time  rendering* 
the  punishments  which  may  be  appointed  instead  of  deatn 
more  certain^  tl^ese  inconveniences  might  not,  in  some 
measure^  be  avoided.  Let  the  penalties  of  the  law  be  less 
severe,  or  however  less  sanguinary;  but  let  them,  with  a 
very  few  exceptions,  be  invariably  inflicted  on  conviction. 
Few  men  are  amved  at  such  a  state  as  to  be  utterly  inconri- 

fible;  to  those,  whom  the  nature  of  their  crimes  denotes  ta 
e  such,  death  should  still  be  the  punishment:  with  respect 
to  the  rest,  if  their  preservation  can  be  made  consistent  with 
the  public  security,  they  shourd  be  corrected  and  not  desiroyd\ 
they  should  be  piit  under  such  a  course  of  discipline  as,  while 
it  convinces  them  of  their  errors,  may  shew  them  that  bap-  I 
piness  is  still  in  some  degree  within  their  reach ;  and  that 
the  amendment  of  their  conduct,  as  it  is  the  ojily^  so  it  19 
even  yet  a  certain^  method  pf  restoring  them  to  |hp  enjoy- 
ments they  have  forfeited. 

In  pursuance  of  this  idea,  might  not  some  such  plan  as  the 
following  be  adopted?  Let  houses  be  erected  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  to  ^he  number  of  two  or  three  in  each 
circuit,  for  the  purposes  of  labour  and  confinement',  undcj 
the  name  of  Fetons  Workhouses,    Let  the  first  of  these  be 
put  under  a  severer  discipline  than  the  second,  and  so  on 
(if  there  be  more  than  two  to^  circuit),  that  the  Ifind^  as  well 
as  the  duration^  of  punishment  may  be  suited  to  the  offence. 
To  a  residence  in  these  workhouses  for  the  space  of  one, 
two,  three,  four,  &c.  years,  according  to  the  malignity  of 
their  crimes,  I  propose  that  convicts  be  sentenced ;.  and  that 
this  punishment  be  the  express  penalty  of  the  laws,  and  not 
a  mitigation  of  that  which  they  have  appointed.    None  but 
,   the  officers  s<Bt  over  them  should  have  access  to  them;  as 
they  ought  to  have  no  communication,  not  even  by  letter, 
with  persons  out  of  the  house,  and  as  little  as  possible  with 
each  other.   Perhaps  it  may  be  necessary  to  letthem  labour 
together  J  but,  if  they  are  kept  in  small  parties,  the  pre- 
sence of  overseers  may  prevent  irregularitiea.^    At  mA\ 
they  should  be  cpnfined  in  se(^arate  cells.    It  lyould  w 
advisable^  if  it  could  be  managed,  that  their  condition  should 
"be  made  to  depend  in  spme  measure  on  their  conduct,  and 
'jfco  iniproye,  jn  proportion  to  the  amendment  of  their  beha- 
%'iour:    The  dejgrees  of  punishment  would  by  these  mem 
be  greatly  varied,  and  the  mixture  of  solitude  and  social  ll* 
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hour  would  tend  to  bring. these  unhappy  creatures  to  a  proper 
recollection.     Confinemejit  and  an  obligation  to  labour  is, 
to  those  whose  crimes  arise  from  idleness  and  dissipation,  a 
pimishiiientas  severe  as  can  well  be  imagined ;  the  dread  of  it, 
therc^orcj^   willjbave  a  ppwerful  influence  in  deterring  men 
froaa  incurring  it;  and  as  to  those  who  may  incur  it,  the 
fyrced  submission  to  a  temperate  and  regular  method  of 
life  will,    no  doubt,  have  a  happy  effect  in  bringing  them  to 
a  voluntari/  sobriety.     That  difiiculties  would  arise  in  the 
exe^cutioQ  of  such  a  plan,  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  the 
e^^loyment,  and  to  many  other  circumstances,  the- failure 
of  a  somewhat  similar  one  gives  us  sufficient  reason  to  ap^ 
prebend ;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  I  doubt  not,,  that,  by 
a  proper  exertion  of  skill  and  authority  these  difficulties 
might   be   surmounted.     My  purppse  at  present  is   only 
to  give  a  hiat  0/  what  appears  to  me  a  practicable  spfaeil^e  of 
great  importance,  and  as  such  worthy  the  attention  of  thp 
legislature. 

But  I  despair  of  ever  seeing  the  very  desirable  end  of 
prepe^ti'ng'  eriTnes  attained ^  to  the  degree  which  I  think  pos- 
sible, till  fiOi«e  method  for  the  better  Hucation  of  the  children 
of  the  poor  be  universally  adopted.  Whether  the'genferal 
establishment  of  Houses  of  Industrie  would  effect  this  I  am. 
iU)t  fully  satisfied;  but  I  thini^  that,  under  proper  regulation 
and  with  some  improvements,  they  are  more  likely  to  do  it 
than  any  other  pr^LCjiicable  plan  that  has  yejt  been  suggested. 

Yours,  &c, 
1784,  JuIt;,  E.  P, 


T-*^ 


L3QQV.  llie  Efi^^ct  of  Music  on  the  Nerves,  and  on  the  singing 

of  Birds, 

Mi^,  Urban,  JumZ. 

If  you  will  insert  the  following  article  in  your  next  Magav 
2ine^  yoiji  will  oblige  your  very  old  correspondent, 

"  Prshabebat.  porro  vocibus  humanis,  instrunjentisque. 
harmonicis,  musicam  illam  avium:  non  quod  alia  quoque 
non  delec^aretur;  $ed  quod  ex  musica  humana  reUnqueretur 
in  aninoo  conti^iens  q.uscQam>  attentipnemque  et  somnum  con* 
turbans  agitatio'y  di;m  ascensu^,  esscensus,  tenores,  et  mu- 
t^ji<)nes  ill^  soqoruip,  et  cQnsonantiarum  euntque  redeunt- 
que  per  pbantasiam :  cuni  nihil  tale  relinqui  possit  ex  modur 
lA^ipnib^  %yi)^n|  quse,  quod  non  sunt  perindp  a  Dobis  imi? 
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tabiles,  noa  possunt  perinde  intemam  facultatem  cotmno« 
yere.*'  Vita  Peireskii  Gassendi. 

This  curious  quotation  strikes  me  much,  by  so  exactly 
Tepresenting  my  own  case,  and  by  describing  wiiat  I  hare  so 
pften  felt,  but  never  could  so  well  express.  When  I  have 
heard  fine  music,  I  am  haunted  with  passages  therefrom 
night  and  day,  and  especially  at  first  waking;  which,  by  their 
importunity,  give  me  more  uneasiness  than, pleasure;  which 
still  tease  my  imagination,  and  recur  irresistibly  to  my  me- 
mory at  seasons,  and  even  wb^n  1  am  desirous  of  thinking 
of  other  matters, 

1785,  July. 


\ 


LXXV.  Inquiry  into  the  Efiects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

For  thefoUowing  curious  Inquiry  into  the  Effects  of  Spirituom 
Jjiqu/orsupon  the  Human  Body,  and  their  Influence  upon  the 
Happiness  q/ Sodety,  our  Headers  are  indebted  to  Benjamin 
Bushy  M.  J),  Profesmr  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of 
Philadelphia. 

fiY  spirits  I  mean  all  those  liquors  which  are  obtained  by 
distillation  from  the  fermented  juices  of  substances  of  any 
kind.  These  liquors  were  formerly  used  only  in  naediciiie; 
they  now  constitute  a  principal  part  of  the  drinks  of  many 
countries. 

Since  the  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors  into  such  ge- 
neral use,  physicians  have  remarked  that  a  number  of  new 
diseases  have  appeared  among  us»  and  have  described  niaoy 
new  symptoms  as  comippn  to  old  diseases.  Spirits,  in  their 
firsit  operation^  are  stimulating  upon  the, system.  They 
quicken  the  circulation  of  the  blood;  arid-  produce  some 
heat  in  the  body.  Soon  afterwards  they  become  what  is 
called  sedative ;  ^hat  is,  they  diminish  the  action  of  the 
vital  powers,  and  thereby  produce  languor  and  weakness. 

The  effects  of  spirituous  liquors  upon  the  human  body  in 
producing  diseases  are  sometimes  gradual.  A  strong  con- 
stitution, especially  if  it  be  assisted  with  constant  and  bard 
labour,  will  counteract  the  destructive  effects  of  spirits  for 
many  years,  but  in  general  they  produ<:e  the  following  dis« 
eases: 

1.  A  sickness  at  the  stomach,  and  vomiting  in  the  morning. 
This  disorder  is  generally  accompanied  with  a  want  of  appe-f 
tite  for  breakf^t.    {t  is  known  by  tremors  in  tlie  hapdS]  ia< 
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somuch  ikkzt  persons  who  labour  under  it  are  hardly  able  to 
Kft  a  tea<»cup  to  their  heads  till  they  have  taken  a  dose  of 
some  cordial  liquor.  In  this  disorder  a  peculiar  paleness, 
with  small  red  streaks,  appear  in  the  cheeks.  The  flesji  of 
the  face  at  the  same  sime  htl»  a  peculiar  fulness  and  flab-> 
biness,  which  are  very  different  from  sound  and  healthy 
fat.  , 

2.  An  imiversal  dropsy.  This  disorder  begins  first  in  the 
Jower  limbs,  and  gradually  extends  itself  throughout  the 
whole  body,  I  have  been  told  that  the  merchants  in 
Charlestowt),  in  South  Carolina,  never  trust  the  planters 
when  spirits  have  produced  the  first  symptom  of  this  second 
disorder  upon  them.  It  is  very  natural  to  suppose,  that  in^ 
dustry^ahd  virtue  have  become  extinct  in  that  man  whoso 
legs  and  feet  are  swelled  from  the  use  of  spirituous  liquora. 

3.  Obstruction  of  the  liver.  This  disorder  produces  other 
diseases,  such  as  an  inflammation,  which  sometimes  proves 
;fuddienly  fatal;  the  jaundice;  and  a  dropsy  of  the  belly. 

4.  Madness,  It  is  unneces^ar}''  to  describe  this  disease 
with  all  its  terrors  and  consequences.  It  is  well  known  ia 
every  township  where  spirituous  liquors  ^re  used. 

,  5.  The  palsy,  and  6,  the  apoplexy,  complete  the  group 
of  diseases  produced  by  spirituoys  liquors.  I  do  not  assert 
tbat  these  two  disorders  are  never  produced  by  any  other 
causes;  but  I  maintain,  that  spirituous  liquors  are  the  most 
frequent  causes  of  them;  and  that  when  a  pre-disposition 
to  them  is -produced  by  other  causes,  they  are  rendered 
more  certain  and  more  dangerous  by  the  intemperate  use  of 
spirits. 

I  have  only  named  a  few  of  the  principal  disorders  pro- 
duced by  spirituous  liquors.  It  would  take  up  a  volume  to 
describe  how  much  other  disorders  natural  to  the  human 
body  are  increased  and  complicated  by  them.  Every  species 
of  inflammatory  and  putrid  fever  is  rendered  more  frequent 
and  more  obstinate  by  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors. 

The  'danger  to  life  from  the  diseases  which  have  been 
mentioned  is  well  known.  I  do  not  think  it  extravagant 
therefore  to  repeat  here  what  has  been  often  said,  that  spi- 
rituous liquors  destroy  more  Kves  than  the  sword.  War  has 
its  inter\'als  of  destruction;  hut  spirits  operate  at  all  times 
and  seasons  upon  human  life.  The  ravages  of  war  are  con- 
fined to  but  one  part  of  the  human  species,  viz.  to  men; 
but  spirits  act  too  often  upon  persons  who  are' exempted' 
from  the  dangers  of  war  by  age  or  sex;  and,  lastly,  war  de- 
stroys only  those  persons  who  allow  the  use  of  arms  to  be 
lawful;  whereas  spuit^  insinuate  their  fetal  effect^  among 


458-       Inqtury  into  the  EJbcts  of  Spiritmus  Liqu/irs. 

{^ople  whose  priociples  m^  opposed  to  the  effusion  of  hti- 
Haan  blood.  ' 

Let  lis  next  turn  our  eyes  from  the  effects  of  spirits  upon 
l)ealtb  aiK)  life  to  diesr  effects  upon  pwperhf*^  and  here  firesh 
scenes ^f  misery  o}>en  to  our  view.    Among  the  inhabitants 
i3f(  cities  the>'   produce  debts,  disgrace,  ^nd  bankruptcy. 
Among  farmers  they  produce  idleness  with  its  usual  conse-' 
quences,  such  as  nouses  without  windows,  barns  without 
poofs,   gardens  without  incloaures,  fields  without  fences,. 
hogs  without  yokes,  sheep  without  wool,  meagre  cattle,^ 
fceole  horses^  and  faalf-cted  dirty  children,  without  princi- 
ples, morals,  or  manners.    This  picture  is  not  exaggerated/ 
I  afipeal  to  the  observation  of  every  man  in  Pennsylvania, 
whether  such  scenes  of  wretchedness  do  not  follow   the 
tracks  of  spirituous  liquors  in  every  part  of  the  state. 

If  we  adyaiice  one  step  further,  aiid  e«iamine  the  effects 
of  spirituous  liquors  upon  the  moral  ,facullify  the  prospect 
will  be  still  move  distressing  and  terrible.  ^Fhe  first  effects 
of  spirits  upon  the  mind  shew  themselves  injthe  (onper.  I 
have  constantly  observed  men,  who  are  intoxicated  in  wy 
degree  with  spirits,  to  be  peevish  and  quarrelsome;  after 
awhile,  they  lose  by  degrees  the  moral  sense.  They  violate 
promises  or  engagciients  without  shame  or  remorse.  From 
these  deficiencies  in  veracity  and  integrity,  they  pass  on  tp 
crimes  of  a  more  heinous. nature.  It  would  be  to  dishonoiur 
human  nature  only  to  name  them. 

Thus  have  I  in  "a  few  words  pointed  out  the  effects  of  spi- 
rituous liquors  upon  the  lives,  estates,  and  souls,  of  my  fel- 
low cre^ltures. — Their  mischiefs  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few 
words.  They  fill  our  church-yards  with  premature  graves — 
tfeeyfill  the  sheriff's  docket  with  es^ecutions-^they  crowd 
pur  gaols— ^and,  lastly,  they  people  ti^e  regions-^^but  it  he-' 
longs  to  another  profession  to  sttew  their  terrible  conse* 
quences  in  the  future  -world. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  combat  some  prejudices  in  favour 
ol'  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors. 

'  There  are  three  occasions  in  trfiich  spirits  have  beea 
thought  to  be  necessary  and  useful. 

1.  In  very  cold  weather. 

2.  In  very  warm  weather.    And 
:  3.  In  tinges  of  hard  labour, 

I.  There  cannot  be  a  greater  error  tl^n  to  suppose  tba^ 

Siirituous  liquoi^  lesj^n  the  effects  of  cold  uppn  the  body* 
n  the  contrary,  I  maintain  that  they  always  Fender  the 
l>ody  more  liable  to  be  affected  and  injured  by  cold.  The 
temporary  wariiith  they  produce  i^  s^lways  succeeded  hy 
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chilliness.  If  anything  bei^ides  warm  clothing  and  exer* 
cise  is  necessary  to  warm  the  body  in  6old  weather,  a  plen* 
tiful  meal  of  wholesome  food  is  at  all  times  sufficient  for  that 
pur|>ose.  This,  by  giving  a  tone  td  the  stomach,  invigorates 
the  whole  system,  while  the  gehfle  fever  created  by  diges*^ 
tion  ackis  considerably  to  the  natural  and  ordinary  heat  of  the 
body,  and  thusrenders  it  less  sensible  of  thie  cold. 

2.  It  is  equally  absurd  to  suppose  that  spirituous  liquors 
lessen  the  effects  of  heat  upon  the  body.  So  far  frora 
it,  they  rather  increase  them.  They  add  an  internal 
heat  to  the  external  heat  of  the  sun;  they  dispose  to 
fevers  and  inflaiiimations  of  the  most  dancrerous  kind;  thev 
produce  preternatural  sweats  which  weaken,  instead  of  au 
uniform  and  gentle  perspiration  which  exhilarates  the  body. 
Half  the  diseases  which  are  said  to  be  produced  by  warm 
weather,  I  am  persuaded,  are  produced  by  the  spirits  which 
lare  swallowed  to  lessen  its  effects  upon  the  system. 

3.  I  maintain,  with  equal  confidence,  that  spirituous 
liquors  do  not  lessen  the  effects  of  h^d  labour  upon  the  body. 
Look  at  the  horse  with  every  muscle  of  his  body  swelled  frbm 
jnorning  till  night  in  the  plough  or  the  team,  does  he  make 
signs  for  spirits  to  enable  him  to  cleave  the  earth,  or  to 
climb  a  hill? — No. — Hie  requires  nothing  but  cool  water  and 
substantial  food.  There  is  neither  strength  nor  nourishment 
in  spirituous  liquors;  if  they  produce  vigour  in  laboui',  it  is 
of  a  transient  nature;  and  is  always  succeeded  with  a  sense 
of  weakness  and  fatigue.  These  facts  ^pe  founded  in  obseiw 
lion;  for  I  haye  repeatedly  seen  those  men  performl  the 
greatest  exploits  in  work  both  as  to  their  degrees  and  dura^ 
iion,  whonever  tasted  spirituous  liquors. 

But  are  there  no  conditions  of  the  human  body  in  which 

spirituous  liquors  are  required?  Yes,  there  are;  1.  In  those 

cases  where  the  body  his  beert  exhausted  by  any  causes^ 

and  faintncss,  or  a  stoppia^e  in  the  circulation  of  the  blood 

has  b^en  prpduced,  the  sudden  stimulus  of  spirits  may  be 

necessary.    In  this  case  we  comply  strictly  with  the  advice 

pf  Solomon,  who  confines  the  use  of  **  strong  drink*'  only 

jtp  ^im  "  that  is  ready  to  perish.*'    And,  2dly,  When  tho 

body  has  been  long  exposed  to  wet  weather,  and  more  espev 

cially  if  cold  be  jomed  with  it,  a  nwxlerate  quantity  of  spirits 

is  not  only  proper,  but  highly  useful  to  obviate  debiUty, 

and  thus  to  prevent  a  fever.    I  tdke  these  to  be  the  only  tvvO 

cases  that  cai)  occur  in  which  spirituous  liquors-are  iniiioceiit 

or  necessary. 

!^ut  if  we  reject  spirits  froni  being  part  of  our  drinks,  whs^* 
'Jiquors  shall  we  siibstitute  ia  the  r<^m  of  them  f  For  customi 
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the  experience  of  all  ages  and  coutvtri^  an^  eviso  nat^iitt 
herself^  all  seem  to  demand  drinks  more  grate^  and  more 
cordial  than  simple  water. 

To  this  I  shall  reply,  by  tecommending,  in  the  room  of 
spirits,  in  the  first  place, 

1.  CvDER.  This  e?;eel)ent  liquor  contains  a  small  quantity 
of  spirit)  but  so  diluted  and  blunted  by  being  combined 
with  an  acid  and  a  large  quantity  of  saccharine  ntatter  and 
^'ater,  as  to  be  perfectly  inoffensive  and  wholesome.  It 
disagrees  only  with  persons  subject  to  the  rheumatism,  but 
it  may  be  rendered  inoffensive  to  sruch  people  by  extinguish^ 
ing  a  ped-hot  iron  in  it,  or  by  diludng  it  t«^ith  water.  It  is 
to  be  lamented,  that  the  late  frosts  in  the  spring  often  depriTe 
\i^  of  tlie  fruit  which  affords  this  liquor.  >But  the  effects  of 
these  frosts  have  been  in  some  measure  obviated  by  giving 
an  orchard  a  North-west  exposure,  so  as  to  check  too  early 
vegetation,  and  by  l^indling  two  or  tliree  large  fires  of  brush 
and  straw  to  windward  of  the  orchard  the  evening  before  we 
expect  a  night  of  frost.  This  last  expedient  has,  in  many 
instances  within  the  compass  of  my  knowledge,  preserved 
the  fruit  of  an  orchard^  to  the  grearjoy  and  emolument  of 
the  ingenious  husbandman.      ^ 

2.  &EEK  is  a  wholesome  liqupr  compared  with  spirits.  The 
grain  from  which  it  is  obtained  is  not  iiijible,  like  the  apple^ 
to  be  effected  with  frost,  and  therefore  it  can  always  be  pro- 
cured at  a  moderate  expence.  It  abounds  with  nourishmient: 
Jience  we  find  many  of  the  common  people  in  Great  Britain 

,  endure  bard  labour  with  no  other  food  than  a  quart  or  three 

Eints  of  this  liquor,  with  a  few  pounds,  of  bread  a  day.  I 
ave  heard  with  ^reat  pleasure  of  breweries  being  set  up  ifi 
several  of  the  principal  county  towns  of  Pennsylvania;  and 
I  esteem  it  a  sign  of  the  progress  of  our  state  in  wealth  and 
Jjappi^es?,  that  a  single  brewer  in  Chester  county  sold  aliove 
JOOO  l^rrels  of  beer  last  year.  \\Tiile  I  wish  to  see  a  law 
imposing  the  Iwaviest  taxes  on  whisky  distilleries,  I  should 
be  glad  to  ^ee  breweries  (at  least  for  some  years)  wholly 
^exempted  from  taxation.  -  . 

3.  Wij^  is  likewise  a  wholesome  liquor  compared  with 
^irits.  The  low  wines  of  France,  I  believe,  could  be  drun^ 
at  less -expense  than  spirit^  in  this  country.  The  peasants 
in  France,  who  drink  these  liquors  in  la^^e  quantities,  are  a 
healthy  and  sober  body  of  people.  Wines  of  all  kinds  yield 
by  chemical  analysis' the  same  principles  as  cjder,  but  in 
ditferent  proportions;  hence  they  are  both  cordial  and 
nourishing:  It  is  remarked  that  few  men  ever  become 
habitju^dl  4rtinkards  upon  \yine.    It  derives  its  relish  prmci* 
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p^\y  from  company,  and  is  seHom,  like  spirituaus  liquors, 
4riH)k  Iq  a  chimney-corner  of  in  a  tjjoset.  The  effects  of 
wine  >ipon  the  temper  are  likewise  ih  most  cases  directly 
{Opposite  to  those  that  were  mentioned  of  spirituous.  liq,uors* 
it  must  be  a  bad  heart  indeed,  that  is  not  rendered  more 
cheerful  and  more  generous  by  a^few  glasses  of  wine. 

4.  Vinegar  and  Water,  swfeetened  with  sugar  or  molas* 
ses,  is  the  best  drink  that  can  be  contrived  in  warm  weather. 
•I  beg  leave  to  recommend  this  wholesome  mixture  to  reaper^ 
.  ja  a  particular  manner.     It  is  pleasant  and  cooling.     It  pro^ 
motes  perspiration,  and  resists  putrefactipn.     Vinegar  and 
.water  constitluted  theonly  drink  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Roman 
republic;  and  itxis  well  known  that  they  marched  and  fought 
dn  a  warm  climate,  and  beneath  a  load  of  arms  that  weighed 
sixty  pounds.    Boa2,  a  wealthy  farmer  in  Palestine^  we  find 
treated  his  reapers  with  nothing  but  bread  dipped  ia vinegar. 
Say  riot  that  spirits  have  become  ^necessary  in  harvest  from 
habit  and  the  custom  of  the  country.    The  custom  of  swal- 
lowing this  liquid  fire  is  a  bad  one,  and  the  habit  of  it  may 
be  broken.     Let  half  a  dozen  farmers  in  a  neighbourhood 
conabine  to  allow  higher  wages  to  their  reapers  than  are  com- 
mon, and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  ani/  of  the  liquors  I  have 
recommended,  and  they  may  soon  abolish  the  practice  of 
.giving  them~spirits.    They  will  in  a  little  while  be  delighted 
with  the  good  effects  of  their  association.     Their  grain  will 
be  sooner  and  more  carefully  gathered  .into  their  barns,  and 
an  hundred  disagreeable  scenes  of  sickness  and  coni:eution 
will  be  avoided,  which  always  follow  in  a  greater  or  less  de- 
gree the  use  of  spirituous  liquors.  Under  this  head,  I  should 
not  neglect  to  recommend  butter-milk  and  water,  or  .sour 
milk  (commonly  called  booneciabber)  and  water.     It  will  be 
rendered  more  grateful  by  the  addition  of  a  little  sugar* " 
'Punch  is  likewise  calculated  to  lessen  the  effects  of  heat, 
and  hard  labour  upon  the  body.     The  spirit  in  this  liquor  b 
bltinted  by  its  iinion  with  the  vegetable  acid^    Hence  it  pos- 
sesses not  only  the  constituent  parts,  but  most  of  the  quali- 
ties of  cyder  and  wine.    To  "render  this  liquorperfectly  in- 
noc^it  and  wholesome,  it  must  be  drunk  weaA' — in  vwg^rate 
quantities—and  ordy  in  warm  weather. 

There  are  certain  classes  of  people  to  whom  I  beg  leave 
to  suggest  a  caution  or  two  upon  the  use  of  spirituous 
liquors. 

1.  Valetudinarians,  especially  those  who  labour  under 

disorders  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  are  very  apt  to  fly  to 

spirits  for  relief.     Let  such  people  be  cautious  hovv  they  re- 

*  pe^  this  dangerous  i^med j»    I  hayi^^  known  many  men  twud 
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womdH,  of  excellent  characters  and  principles,  who  harttf 
been  betrayed  by  occasional  doses  of  gin  or  branidy  to  eas€f 
the  colicj  into  a  lore  of  sjiMrituous  liquors,  insomuch  that  they 
have  afterwards  iallen  sacrifices  to  their  fatal  effects.  The 
different  preparations  of.  opium  are  a  thousand  times  more 
safe  and  innocent  than  spirituous  liquors  in  ^M  spasmodic  af^ 
fections  of  the  stomach  and  bowels^  So  apprem^sive  am  i 
of  the  danger  of  contracting  a  love  for  spirituous  liquors,  by 
accustoming  the  stomach  to  their  stimtilus^  that  I  thmk  the 
fewer  medicines  we  exhibit  in  spirituous  vehicles  the  better. 

2.  Some  people,  from  living  in  cotmtries  subject  to  the 
intermitting  fever,  endeavour  to  fortify  themselves  against 
it  by  two  or  three  glasses  of  bitters  made  with  spirits  every 
day. — ^Tbere  is  great  danger  of  men  becoming  sots  from  this 
practice.  Besides,  this  mode  of  preveilting  intermittents  vs 
by  no  means  a  certain  one.  A  much  better  security  against 
tbem  is  to  be  found  in  the  Jesuit^s  barkj  A  tea*spoonfui  of 
this  excellent  medicine,  taken  every  morning  during  the 
sickly  season,  has  in  many  instances  preserved  whole  faniih^ 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  rivers  and  mill-ponds  from  fevers 
of  all  kinds.  Those  who  live  in  a  sickly  part  of  the  country, 
and  who  cannot  procure  the  bark,  or  who  object  to  taking  it,- 
I  would  advise  to  avoid  the  morning  and  evening  air  in  the 
sickly  months-^to  kindle  fires  in  their  houses  on  damp  days^ 
and  in  cool  evenings  throughout  the  whole  summer^  and  to 
piit  on  woollen  clothing  about  the  first  week  in  September. 
The  last  part  of  this  direction  applies  only  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  middle  states.  These  cautions,  I  am  persuaded,  will 
be  more  effectual  in  preventing  autumnal  fevers  than  the 
best  preparations  that  can  be  made  from  bitters  in  spirits. 

3.  Men  who  follow  professions  that  require  a  ccmstaDt 
exercise  of  the  mind  or  body,  or  perhaps  of  both^  are  very 
apt  to  seek  relief  from  fatigue  in  spirituous  liquors;  to  audi 
persons  I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  use  of  tea  in- 
stead of  spirits.  Fatigue  is  occasioned  by  the  obstruction  of' 
perspiration.  Tea,  by  restoring  perspiration,  removes  fa- 
tigue, and  thus  invigoiates  the  system*  I  am  no  advocate 
for  the  general  or  excessive  use  of  tea.— Wheu  drunk  too 
strong,  it  is  hurtful,  especially  to  the  female  constitution; 
but,  when  drunk  of  a  mode/rate  degree  of  strength,  and  in 
moderate  quantities,  with  ^ugar  and  cream  Of  milk^  I  belierv 
it  i8  in  general  innocent,  and  at  all  times  to  be  preferred  tt> 
spirituous  liquors.  One  of  the  most  industrious  scboolmas*' 
ters  i  ever  knew,  told  me  that  he  had  been  preserved  fipom 
the  love  of  spirituous  liquors  by  contracting  a  love  for  tea  in 
early  life.  Three  or  four  dishes  drunk  in  an  aftemoon  itacned 
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©ff  the  fatigue  of  a  whole  day's  labour  in  his  school.  Thfs 
gentietnan  lived  to  be  7 1  years  of  age,  and  afterwards  died 
Ot*  an  acute  disease,  in  the  full  exercise  of  all  the  faculties 
of  his  mind. 

To  every  class  of  my  readers,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  a 
caution  against  the  use  of  ToDDY.  I  acknowledge  that  I 
have  known  some  men  who,  by  limiting  its  strength  con- 
stantly, by  measuring  the  spirit  and  water,  and  who  by  drink- 
ing it  onlif  with  their  mtalsy  have  drunk  toddy  for  many 
ir^ears  without  suffering  in  any  degree  from  it;  but  I  have 
cnown  many  more  who  have  been  insensibly  led  from  drink- 
ing toddy  for  their  constant  drink,  to  take  drams  in  the 
morning,  and  have  afterward  paid  their  lives  as  the  price  of 
their  felly.  I  shall  select  one  case  from  among  many  that 
have  come  within  the  compass  of  my  knowledge,  to  shew  the 
ordinary  progress  of  intemperance  in  ,the  use  of  spirituous 
liquors.  A  gentleman,  once  of  a  fair  and  sober  character^ 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  many  years  drank  toddy  as 
his  constant  drink.  From  this  he  proceeded  to  drink  grog — ■ 
after  awhile  nothing  would  satisfy  him  but  slings,  made  of 
equal  parts  of  rum  and  water,  with  a  little  Sugar.  From  shngs 
he  advanced  to  raw  rum'— and  from  common  rum  to  Jamaica 
spirits.  Here  he  rested  for  a  few  months;  but  at  last  be 
found  even  Jamaica  spirits  were  not  strong  enough  to  warm 
his  stomach,  and  be  made  it  a  constant  practice  to  throw  a 
table-spoonful  of  ground  pepperinto  each  glass  of  his  spirits 
(in  order  to  use  his  own  expressions),  "  to  take  off  their  cold- 
ness.'* It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  that  he  soon  afi:erwards 
died  a  martyr  to  his  intemperance. 

I  shall  conclude  whtit  has  been  said  of  the  effects  of  spiri- 
tuous liquors  with  two  observations.  1.  A  people  corrupted 
by  strong  drink  cannot  long  be  ^free  people.  The  rulers  of 
such  a  community  will  soon  partake  of  the  viciesof  that  mass 
from  which  they  are  secreted,  and  all  our  laws  and  govern- 
ments will  sooner  of  later  bear  the  same  marks  of  the  effects 
of  spirituous  liqUbrs  which  were  described  formerly  upon  in- 
dividuals. I  submit  it  theriefore  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  whether  more  laws  should  not 
be  made  to  increase  the  cxpence  and  lessen  the  consumption 
of  spirituous  liquors,  and  whether  some  mark  of  pubhc  iu- 
faniy  should  not  be  inflicted  by  law  upon  ^very  man  con- 
victedy  before  a  common  niagistrate,  of  drunkenness. 

The  second  and  last  observation  I  shallower  is  of  a  serious 
nature.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  the  Indians  have  di- 
ipinished  everywhere  in  America  since  their  connection  with 
the  £uropeans.    This  bai  been  jQ^tly  ascribed  to  the  Euro- 
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peans  having  introduced  spirituous  liquors  among  tbeiD.  Let 
thone  men,  \Vho  are  every  day  turning  their  backs  upon  ail 
the  benefits  of  cultivated  society,  to  seek  habitations  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Indians,  consider  how  far  this  wandering 
nK)de  of  life  is  produced  by  the  same  cause  which  has  scat- 
tered and  annihilated  so'many  Indian  tribes.— Long  life,  and 
the  secure  possession  of  property  in  the  land  of  their  an- 
cestors, w^ere  looked  upon  as  a  blessing  among  the  ancient 
Jews. — For  ason  to  mingle  his  dust  with  the  dust  of  his  father, 
ivas  to  act  worthy  of  his  inheritance ;  and  the  prospect  oi 
this  honour  often   afforded  a  consolation  even    in  death. 
However  exalted,  my  countrymen,  your  ideas  of  liberty  may 
b6,  while  you  expose  yourselves  by  the  use  of  spirituous 
liquors  to  this  consequence  of  them,  y6u  are  nothing  more 
than  the  pioneers,  or,  in  more  slavish  terras^  the  **  hewers 
of  wood'*  of  your  more  industrious  neighbours. 

If  the  facts  that  have  been  stated  have  produced 
in  any  of  my  readers,  who  have  suffered  from  the  use 
of  spirituous  liquors,  a  resolution  to  abstain  from  them 
hereafter,  I  must  beg  leave  to  inform  them,  they  must 
leave  them  off  suddenly  and  entirely.  No  man  was  ever 
gradually  reformed  from  drinking  spirits.  He  must  not 
only  avoid  tasting,  but  even  smelling  thiem^  until  long 
habits  of  abstinence  have  subdued  his  affection  for  them. 
To  prevent  his  feeling  any  inconveniences  from  the  sudden 
loss  of  their  stimulus  upon  his  stomach,  he  should  drink 
plentifully  of  camomile  or  of  any  other  bitter  tea,  or  a  few 
glasses  of  sound  old  wine  every  day.  I  have  great  pleasure 
in  adding,  that  I  have  seen  a  number  of  people  who  have 
been  effectually  restored  to  health — to  character,  and  to 
usefulness  to  their  families  and  to  society,  by  following  this 
advice. 

1785,  B.Rush. 
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Mr.  Urban,  Manchester^  June  H^ 

The  erection  of  a  new  gaol  for  the  division  of  Ipswich^ 
and  of  a  house  of  correction  for  that  of  St.  Edmund's-burVj 
*  having  engaged  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  Suffork, 
Capel  Lott,  Ksq.  an  able  and  active  magistrate  of  that  coun-' 
ty,  consulted  Dr.  John  Jqbb,  concerning  their  polity  and 
construction.  The  answer  returned  by  him  was  printed  in 
178.5  ;  and  I  was  honoured  by  Mr.  toft  with  a  copy  of  tli^ 
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Iract,  which  is  now  inserted  in  the  2d  vol.  of  the  doctof's 
wofks.    It  is  written  in  the  bi*ue  spirit  of  philanthropy,  and 
boiUains  many  judicious  and  important  observations.     But 
differing  in  opinion  from  the  amiable  and  respectable  author 
oa  one  essential  point,  I  availed  myself  of  the  privilege 
granted  mCj  and  transmitted  my  sentiments  to  Mr;  Loft, 
without  reserve,  trusthjg  they  would  be  communicated  to 
pr;  Jebb,  whose  friendly  correspondence  I  sometimes  en- 
joyed.   But  the  melancholy  event  of  his  death  occurred 
ftbout  the  time  when  my  letter  arrived;  and  it  was  delivered 
to  Lord  Chedworth,  as  chairman^  for  the  consideration  of 
the  justices  at  the  quarter  session.     If  you  think  such  a 
mite  towards  th^  general  stock  of  public  mformation^  on  a 
subject  which  now  happily  interests  the  physician,  the  phi- 
losopher, and  the  statesman,  in  almost  every  country  of 
Europe,  will  be  an  acceptable  contribution,  the  publication 
of  it  in  your  Repository  will  oblige  yOor  constant  reader, 

t.  P. 

Cq^  of  a  tetter  from  Dr.  Percival  to  Capel  Loft,  Esq.  of 
Treston  Hall^  near  Bury,  in  Suffolk^  on  the  Suijegt  of 
Prisons^ 

Sir,  Manchester^  Jah.  26, 1786. 

I^ERMiT  ihe  to  tettirri  my  grateful  ackhowledgmetits  for 
your  very  obliging  letter;  which^  though  dated  Sept  22^ 
1785,  arrived  only  three  weerks  ago,  together  with  an  inter- 
esting tract  on  the  coiistruction  and  polity  of  prisons;  I  ad- 
toire  the  ability,  and  honour  the  patriotic  iJeal^  which  this 
little  work  displays ;  and  perhaps  i  shall  but  evince  my  re- 
spect for  the  editor,  by  offering  to  him  such  comments  or 
remarks  as  the  perusal  of  it  has  suggested  to  my  mind. 

Though  under  the  form  of  a  query^  it  seems  to  be  laid 
down  as  a postulatum^  that^  when  infection,  has  once  taken 
place  in  a  prison  inclosed  by  high  walls,  it  will  continue  to 
exert  its  baneful  powers  with  various  degi'ees  of  malignity^ 
notwithstanding  all  the  cautions  which  may  be  employed  to 
counteract  its  influence  :  and  it  is  therefore  recommended^ 
as  essential  to  salubrity,  that  a  dry  moat,  with  shelving 
sides,  like  a  line  of  circumvallation,  shbuld  surround,  at  a 
proper  di^tance^  the  place  of  confinement;  that  from  the 
bottom  of  this  moat  a  wall  should  be  raised,  25  feet  in  height) 
but  that  the  top  of  it  should  not  exceed  the  level  of  the  soil. 
I  apprehend  that  this  mode  of  inclosure  is  impracticable  in 
large  towns,  where  an  exteut  of  land  adequate  to  it,  with  a 
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j>rQper  dAiinage,  can  seldom  be  obtdined;  that  it  would  dn 
oiinish  the  terrors,  of  imprisonment  to  the  spectators  with- 
*6ut,  and  td  the  malefactors  within;  that  it  might  afford 
fneans  of  dangerous  communication  between  them  ;  that  it 
is  m  no  situation  indispensably  necessary ;    and  that  the 
forcible  manner  in  which  it  is  utged,  by  such  respectable 
authorities,    may  render  the  visitation   of  most  gaols,  on 
their  present  unalterable  construction,  too  alarming  to  be 
undertaken  by  any  honorary  inspectors,  whetber  delegated 
in  rotation  from*  the  magistracy,  as  Mr.   Howard  recom- 
toefids^  or  appointed  by  authority  of  parliament     I  shall  not 
titespass  either  oi>  yoiir  time,  or  my  own,  by  engaging  in  the 
discussion  of  each  of  these  topics  :  bi>t  I  fefel  it  incumbent 
on  me  to  subiftit  to  yoiur  candid  consideration  the  reasons 
which  lead  me  to  contrcJvert  the  opinion,  *'  that  walls  above 
the  level  of  the  inhabited  surface  are  incompatible  viith  tbe 
necQssary  ventilation  of  a  prison.*' 

Ever  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  hate  paid  parti- 
cular attention  to  the  action  of  the  mnd  in  the  court-yard 
a^  thj3  back  of  my  d^velliHg-hbuse,  which  is  a  quadrangular 
area  of  al)oqt  3240  square  feeC^  in  thfe  centime  of  wliich  are 
planted  a  fevv  trees  and  shrubs.  On  the  north  side  it  is 
screened'by  the  house,  which  is  three  stories  hi^h,  and  18 
yards  in  lengtbv  The  soutii  side  ie  occupied  by  a  stable, 
eoach-house,  &c.  On  each  of  the  other  sides,  lower  of- 
fices are  etected ;  but  behind  these,  considerable  buiklings 
lise,  4h^  property  of  my  neighbours.  This  area,  therefore, 
is  as  much  secluded  from  veiftilation  as  the  court-yards  in 
many  of  our  prisons ;  yet  I  have  uniformly  observed,  that 
a  very  gentle  wind  suffices  to  give  motion  to  the  shrilbs, 
and  eveti  to  blow  about  the  straw  and  other  light  bodies  on 
the  flagged  paven^ent,  with  which  it  is  environed.  The  sun- 
shine also,^  on  the  calmest  day,  cannot  fttil,  by  the  heac 
which  it  communicfi^tes,  to  dissipate  the  noxious  vapours, 
aud  renovate  tlie  air.  And  every  shower  of  rain  performs 
the  same  sal^itary  office. 

The  meati&of  obviating  contagion,  or  the  aikidotes  to  it, 
wbeire  it  subsists,  seem  to  be  three-fold.  J  at,  Such  as 
-  weaken  itR  energy  by  dilution,  or  by  a  minute  division  of 
its  particles.  2clly,  Such^is  operate  solely  oh  the  human 
body,  by  counteracting  its  susceptibility  of  infectioo.  Sdly, 
Such  za  affect  the  poison  itself,  rendering  it  innoxious,  by 
producing  some  phemical  or  other  change  in  its  nature.  A 
tiuiiliar  analogy  may  at  ooce  illustrate  and  confirm  thiipro* 
position.  It  IS  wel^known^  that  a  grain  of  tartar  emetic 
wiU  excite  .vomiting^*   .But  if  tbu  antimonial  preparation  be 
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jiissolted  in  a  very  large  portion  of  \Vater,  the  emetic  power 
Which  it  possessed  will  be  destroyed.  The  same  loss  of 
jpowet  will  lebsue  if  a  drise  of  opium  be  administered  either 
P^?v;iotisly  or  in  conjunction  With  it^  by  which  the  stomach 
Will  betoipe  insensible  to  its  action.  And  lastly,  if  an  alka- 
line salt  be  added  to  it,  the  decomposition  thus  produced 
wii!  t^ehder  it  inert  A  knowledge  of  these^sfeteral  correc- 
tives of  conta^on  is  interesting  to  the  magistrate  as  well  as 
to  the^  ph^^siciati.  But  the  most  important  of  thetn,  and 
What  is  now  chiefly  to  be  considered,, is  dilution,  which 
may,  I  trust,  b'e  accomplished j  iio  as  to  obviate  the  commu- 
hication  of  infection,  by  smaller  supplies  of  fresh  air,  than 
you  ^eeih  to  apprehend. 

^  Contagion,  like  all  Other  poisons,  must  subsist  in  some 
definite  quaiitfty,  or  demree  of  concentratibn,  to  be  capa- 
ble of  producing  its  deleterious  effects.  And  though  the 
fiunimilm,  or  least  point  of  activity,  under  Which,  wheii 
redlic^d  by  diffusion,  it  b^come^  irinojcious,  hath  not,  and 
perhaps  cannot,  be  precisely  ascertained;  yet  we  have  suf- 
ficient evidence  to  satisfy  us  that  this  subsists  at  no  great 
distance  from  its  source;  Dr.  Mackenzie,  who  practised 
physic  30  years  in  the  citied  of  Smymia,  and  Constantino- 
ple, assures  us,  that  he  was  neVer  atmid  to  %6  into  a  largd 
house  wherifein  a  person  lay  under  the  plague,  provided  the 
patieht  was  confined' to  one  room;  And  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Dawes,  chaplain  to  the  British  factory  at  Aleppo,  in  his  ac- 
count Tjf  a  dreadful  pestilence  which  raged  with  such  vio- 
lence m  that  place  in  the  years  1761,  and'l762i  that  from 
two  to  three  hundred  persons  weird  buried  daily,  relates 
that  the  plague  twice  broke  out  in  Iwo  houses  adjoining  to 
that  in  which  the  British  Consul  lived  i  but  although  ac- 
cording to  the  tustom  of  the  East,  they  constantly  slept 
during  the  months  of  Jiily  and  August  in  the  open  air  on 
the  house-top^  and  a  Franciscan  friar^  whose  b^d  was  only 
*ix  yards  distant  from  that  of  Mr.  Dawes  (both  beiuR  placed 
fteara  wall  eight  feet  high,  by  which  the  terraces  of  the 
two  houses  were  separated^)  died  of  the  disease  after  tWo 
aavs  Illness,  yet  he  and  all  the  family  escaped  infection.  I 
snail  recite  a  more  remarkable  fact  from  the  authority  of  mv 
ate  honoured  friend;  Sir  John  Pringle,  which  still  further 
niustrates  what  has  been  advanced.  In  the  year  1750;  on 
^ne  7th  of  May,  the  sessions  commenced  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
and  continued  several  days,  during  which  time  more  crimin^s 
were  tried,  and  a  greater  multitude  wag  present,  than  usual, 
ihis  court  is  only  30  feet  square,  and  the  corruption  of  the 
ait  was  aggravated  by  the  foul  steams  of  the  bail-dock,  and 
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of  two  rooms  opening  into  it,  in  which  the  prison  era  wet's 
the  whole  day  crowtled  together,  till  they  were  brought 
forth  to  take  their  trial.  The  bench  consisted  of  six  persons^ 
four  of  whom  died  of  the  gaol  distemper,  together  with  two 
or  three  of  the  counsel,  one  of  the  under  sheriffs,  several 
of  the  Middlesex  jury,  and  above  40  other  persons.  It  is 
to  be  noted,  that  the  Chief  Justice,  who  sat  at  the  Lord 
Mayor's  right-hand,  escaped  ;  whilst  bis  lordship,  with  the 
rest  of  the  bench  on  his  left,  was  seized  with  the  infection; 
that  the  Middlesex  jury,  on  the  same  side  of  the  court,  lost 
many,  whilst  the  London  jury,  opposite  to  them,  received 
110  injury ;  and  that  of  the  multitude  present,  but  one  or 
two,  or  at  most  a  small  number,  of  those  that  were  on  the 
side  of  the  court  to  the  Lord  Mayor's  right-hand,  were 
taken  ill.  Sir  John  Pringle  ascribes  this  partial  action  of 
contagion  to  the  opening  of  a  window  at  the  end  of  the 
court  most  distant  from  the  bench,  by  which  he  deems  it 
probable  that  the  poisonous  miasms  were  directed  to,  and 
accumulated  in,  that  part  of  the  hall  where  the  fatality  so 
remarkably  occurred.  And  I  think  we  are  equally  warranted 
to  conclude,  from  his  narrative,  that  the  air  of  the  whole 
court  must  have  been  contaminated,  and  that  a  moderate 
degree  of  dilution  sufficed  to  render  the  contagious  parti- 
cles innoxious. 

Thus  far  I  had  written  more  than  a  month  ago,  as  you 
will  perceive  by  the  date  of  my  letter.  Successive  and 
very  urgent  engagements  have  dissipated  my  thoughts  on- 
this  interesting  •subject,  and  still  continue  to  engross  my 
time.  I  hope  you  will  not  infer  from  the  observations, 
which  I  have  with  much  freedom  suggested  to  you,  that  I 
regard  tlie  ^ventilation  of  gaols  as  an  object  of  little  im- 
portance ;  for  it  appears  to  me  to  claim  the  most  serious  at- 
tention, so  far  as  it  can  be  rende^^ed  compatible  with  essen- 
titii  purposes  of  confinement.  And  I  rejoice  to  find  that 
Mr^  Blackburne,  an  ingenious  architect  now  employed  in 
this  coentry,  and  in  various  other  parts  of  England,  in  the 
erection  of  new  prisons,  purposes  to  surround  them 
with  a  wall  of  no  great  height,  but  covered  at  the  top  with 
elievaux  de  frise^  which  will  afford  perfect  security,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  is  pervious  to  the  wind. 

I  meant  to  have  offered  to  you  some  hints  concerning  the 
accommodation,  clothing,  diet,  indulgences,  and  medical 
treatment  of  the  prisoners,  as  they  relate  to  the  prevention 
or  cure  of  the  gaol-dist(?mper.  But  I  have  at  present  no 
leisure  to  digest  my  thoughts ;  and  it  is  probable  they  would 
Convey  little  information  to  one  who  has  so  fully  considered 
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these  subjects.  When  you  see  Dr.  Jebb,  be  pleased  to 
present  my  best  respects  to  him:  he  has  a  claim  to  the 
warm  esteem  of  every  lover  of  his  country. 

This  letter  will  be  conveyed  to  you  by  Mr.  Blackburne.  I 
am  called  to  a  meeting  of  our  magistrates,  which  is  to  be 
held  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  him  on  the 
erection  or  a  new  prison  here. 

I  ha  Vie  the  honoi\r  to  be, '  with  very  cordial  respect.  Sir, 
your  most  faithful,  humb)e  servant, 

17  S7,  Sept,  Tho.  Percival. 


LXXVII.  A  Provincial  dislike  to  game,  how  to  be  accounted  for. 

Mr.  Urban,  Sept,  22. 

If  you   ask  a  countryman  in  the  south-west  part  of  the 
kingdom  to  dine,  he  objects  to  any  kind  of  game  which 
comes  to  your  table,  and  says,  in  his  provincial  dialect,  / 
neve?^  eats  hollow  Jowl;  under  which  term  he  includes  hares, 
and  rabbits,  as  well  as  wild  fowl,  and  every  kind  of  poultry. 
It  is  in  vain  to  inquire  Avhence  this  dislike  proceeds,  for  he 
can  tell  you  no  more,  than  that  he  derives  it  from  his  father. 
Caisar,  it  is  very  remarkable,  describes  the  inhabitants  of 
this  country  as  having  exactly  the  same  prejudice.     Thei/  , 
esteemed  it  (says  he)  a  crime  to  eat  har^esy  phutry,  m^  geese ; 
they  kept  them  nevertheless  for  ammem^nt.    "  Leporem,  et 
gaUinam,  et  anserem  gustare  fas  non  putant :  hajc  tamen 
^lunt,  animi  voluptatisque  causa."     De  Bell.  Gall.  lib.  5.  c. 
10.     Had  the  generality  of  our  people  been  descendants  of 
the  Britons  whom  Caesar  encountered,  there  would  have 
been  then  little  difficulty  in* accounting  for  this  superstition, 
as  it  might  reasonably  be  supposed  to  be  the  remains  of  a 
druidical  inhibition  continued  to  this   time.     But  history 
allows  of  no  such  solution ;  for  the  Saxons  found  the  south- 
ern end  of  our  island,  deserted  by  the  Romans  and  ravaged 
by  the  Picts,  in  such  a  state  of  desolation,  that,  so  far  from 
adopting  the  customs  of  the  few  surviving  natives,  they 
gave  new   names   to  the  rivers  and  mountains,  and  even 
to  the  villages  and  cities.     Now.  we  have  the  authority  of 
Cap^ar  for  asserting,   that  the  Germans,    from  whom   our 
Saxon  ancestors  are  descended,  had  no  connection  with  the 
Druids,   buf    that    they  had  religious  rites  and  ceremo- 
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nies  of  their  awrn*.  Whether  this  injunction  might  have 
been  part  of  the  religion  of  the  Germans,  as  Tacitus  is  si^ 
lent  on  the  subject,  cannot  now,  I  think,  be  ascertained. 
But  what  could  induce  the  legislators  of  two  distinct 
nations  to  forbid  ^  fqod  sq  obvious,  delicate,  and  whole- 
some ?  And  yet  it  is  not  easy  t^o  imagine  that  the  Saxons 
would,  after  their  arrival  here,  impose  such  an  unmeanin? 
I'estraint  on  themselves. 

There  is,  however,  an  a^bstinence  from  some  of  these 
animals  as  to -food  still  more  inej^plicable.  Jt  is  well  known 
(o  sportsmen,  that  spaniels  reftise  to  eat  ^he  bQne$  of  phea- 
sants, partridges,  and  wild  fowl,  though  they  hunt  them 
naturally :  they  reject  also  the  bones  of  the  woodcock, 
which  bird  they  piust  be  trained  to  flush.  Is  this  antipathy 
I(]ictate4  by  instinct,  or  does  it  arise  from  being  dqpiesti-! 
pated? 

Yours,  &c. 
1787,,  Oct.  T-  H,  W, 


I^^Vm*  lust^nce  of:  a  singular   Qreiun   and  Cftrres^ondi!^ 

Event.  , 

Mr.  Urban,  '  Dec.i. 

The  curiosity  of  niankind  has  been  often  excited  on  the 
Subject  of  dreams ;  the  lower  people  in  all  countries  are  io^? 
"  clined  to  regard  them  .with  i^everence  and  awe ;  but  the 
opinions  of  the  more  enlightened  classes,  of  men  have  been 
VX  great  variance  with  resipect  to  t;his  phenomenon.  Some 
hafve  been  led  to  consider  dreams  as  one  species  of  proof, 
that  there  is  existing  within  us  a  principle  independent  ot: 
the  material  franie.  The  vivid  appearance  of  objects,  the 
new  and  surprising  combinationii  formed,  thje  exertions  of 
t;he  passions,  the  regular  t^rains  of  reasoning,  the  play  of 
the  imagination,  seem  occasionally  tp.  be  ^s  much  realized 
in  the  stale  of  slumber^  as  when  awake  and  in  ipotion.  It 
may  be  assume4  as  a  certain  fact,  that  almost  every  man 
Jias,  at  some  onp  period  or  other  of  his  life,  e^cperiencedin 
sleep  a  conscipush^^s  of  every  actjoq  he  could  have  per- 

"^  '*  Qemuini  multum  ah  hac  consnetudine  (GaUortim)  diffip^nt    Kam  d^* 
que  Druides  habent,'qui  rebus  diyim  pra&sjnt  j  neaqe  sacrrficiir student."   ^ 
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formed  when  awalce.  He  travels  over  extended  regions ;  he 
runs,  walks,  rides,  with  freedom  ^nd  agility,  and  not  unfre* 
quently  seems  endued  with  new  and  superior  pfp^vers ;  be 
soars  aloft,  and  is  wafted  through  the  air,  or,  gently  det 
scendtng,  he  glides  through  the  waters,  and  with  such  per* 
feet  command  and  security,  that,  when  he  awakens,  hel$ 
hardly  persuaded  it  was  but  a  dream.  In  opposition  to  thes^ 
observations  it  is  urged,  that  exactly  similar  effects  are  pro- 
duced from  disease;  such  is  its  influence  in  numberle^ 
cases,  tliat  the  subject  seem^  just  as  forcibly  prepossessed 
as  froni  any  ideas  that  could  be  received  fi-om  actual  impres*? 
sior^.  Persons  insane  will  persevere  in  exerciseis  beyond 
their  usual  strength,  seeming  all  the  wfaile  never  to  entertaiii 
a  doubt  but  that  they  are  moving  in  carriages,  on  hq^^seback-,  * 
performing  military  exercise  and  evolutions,  or  buried  ii^ 
philosophical  experiment.  Muftituden  of  such  instances- 
will  readily  occur:  and  it  is  argued,  that  as  the  mind,  ih 
those. examples,  is  evidently  not  disengaged  frcnn  thecon^ 
trol  of  the  body,  so  neither,  in  the  other^  is  (here  any 
reason  to  suppose  it  different,  the  circumstance  of  sleep 
and  insensibility  being  something  not  unlike  disease,  a  state 
of  suspension  oF  many  of  the  active  |>owers. 

Some. philosophers  imagine  that  the  mind  never  remains 
inert,  that  successions  of  ideas  incessantly  present  them- 
selves, and  thought  is  always  employed.  With  respect3^ 
however,  to  this  notion,  it  may  be  alledged,  that  it  is  highljf 
improbable  that- dreams,  whiqh,  according  tQ  the  supposi- 
tion, must  perpetually  ocrur,  should  be  so  seldom  and  sd 
faintly  recollected.  To  this  it  may  be  a»swere<l,  that  tl^e 
Same  thing  happens  when  we  are  awake.  \,et  any  persoh 
try  to  recall  the  whole  train  of  ideas  that  has  pi^ssed  througln 
his  mind  during  twelve  hours  that  he  has  been  stining  ^ 
about  in  the  ordinary  business  'of  the  day;  he  will  be  able 
to  remember  particular  essential  transactions ;  but,  if  hfe 
attempts  to  recover  the  ntjifes  of  ideas  that  filled  his  min4 
for  that  portion  of  time,  or  even  •  only  a  considerable  part 
of  the  time,  he  will  find  it  impracticable  labour  \  he  will  in 
vain  endeavour  to  trace  the  connection  of  his  |deas;  xlJUb 
same  broken  confused  assemblage  will  be  perceiyed^  eveh 
by  hin^  who  possesses  the  most  retentive  memory,  as  wheii  he 
first  awakens  with  that  imperfect  consciousness  that  is  usu- 
ally termed  a  dream.  Were  we  to  comp|iit  to  writing,  it^ 
the  minutest  manner,  evevy  ideia  our  remembrance  then 
suggested,  it  wqijldbp  tlifficult,  perhaps  impossible,  to 'co^«t  ' 
lect  such  A  number  as  \vOuld  employ  one  hour  to  read  ovef. 

The  popular  belief,  that  dreams  a^e  a  kibd  of  preterna- 
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tural  admonition,  meant  to  direct  our  conduct,  is.  a  notioti 
extremely  dangerous.  As  nothing  can  be  more  ilUfounded| 
it  ought  to  be  strenuously  combated.  Innumerable  reasons 
might  be  offered;  but  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  it  is 
inconsistent  with  the  general  design    ^f   Providence,    it 

.  would  overturn  the  principles  thg-t  regulate  society.  The 
benign  intention  of  the  author  of  nature  is  in  no  instance 
mpre  eminently  displayed  than  in  withholding  frop  us  the 
c/^rtain  knowledge  of  future  events.  Were  it  otherwise 
Constituted,  man  would  be  the  most  miserable  of  beings; 
he  would  become  indifferent  to  every  action,  and  incapable 
of  exertion ;  overwhelmed  with  the^tei'rors  of  impending  haisr 
fortune,  he  would  endure  the  misery  of  criminals  awaiting 

^he  moinent  of  execution.  The  proof  unanswerable  and 
decisive,  that  dreams  are  not  to  be  considered  as  prognos- 
tics, is,  that  no  example  can  be  produced  of  their  success- 
ful effect,  either  in  pointing  out  means  of  preventing  harm, 
or  facilitating  benefit.  Certain  instances  may  be  alledged, 
where  the  conformity  of  a  dream  with  some  subsequent 
€vent  may  have  been  remarkable ;  but  we  may  venture  to 
assert,  that  such  discoveries  have  generally  happened  after 
the  facts,  and  that  fancy  and  ingenuity  have  had  the  chief 
share  in  tracing  the  resemblance,  or  finding  out  the  expla- 
nation. If  it  be  granted  that  thought^  never  stops,  and  that 
the  mind. is  perpetually  employed;  the  wonder  should  ra- 
ther be,  jths^t  so  few  cases  of  similitude  have  been  recorded. 
If  millions  of  the  human  species  through  the  whole  extent 
of  time  have  been,  during  their  state  of  slumber,  continu- 
ally subject  to  dream;  perhaps  the  calculators  of  chances 
would  be  apt  to  maintain,  that  near  coincidences  have  pro- 
bably happened  much  more  frequently  than  they  have  been 
pither  noti<jed  or  recollected. 

Amongst  the  various  histories  of  singular  dreams  and  cor-* 
responding  events,  we  have  lately  heard  of  one,  which 
jseem^  tp  merit  being  rescued  from  oblivion.  Its  authenti-> 
city  will  f^ppear  from  the  relation ;  and  we  may  surely  pro- 
nounce, tUat  a  more  extraordinary  concurrence  of  fortuitous 
jand  accidental  circumstancels,  can  scarcely  be  produced,  or 
paralleled.  , 

Que  Adam  IU>gers,  ^  creditable  and  decent  person,  a  man 
of  gQod  iense  and  reppte,  who  kept  a  public-house  at 
Portl^w,  9  $mall  li^mlet,  nine,  or  ten  miles  from  Waterford, 
in  the  kingdoi^  pf  Irdand,  dreamed  one  ni^ht  that  he  saw 
two  men  ^i  a  p^rMcular  green  spot  on  the  adjoining  moun-r 
tain,  one  of  theqa  a  small  sickly  looking  man,  the  other 
X^ff^k^bly  ^trpiig  an4  large.    E(e  ti^i^  saw  the  li^le  mai^ 
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murder  the  other,  and  he  awoke  in  great  agitation.  Th^ 
circumstances  of  the  dream  were  so  distinct  and  forcible, 
that  he  continued  much  affected  by  them.  He  related  them 
to  his  wife,  and  also  to  several  neighbours,  next  morning. 
After  some  time  he  went  out  coursing  with  grey«hounds, 
accompanied,  amongst  others,  by  one  Mr.  Browne,  the 
Roman  Catholic  priest  of  the  parish.  He  soon  stopped  at 
the  above*mentioned  particular  green  spot  on  the  mountain, 
and,  calling  to  Mr.  Browne,  pointed  it  out  to  him,  and  told 
him  what  had  appeared  in  his  dream.  During  the  remainder 
of  the  day  he  thought  little  more  about  it.  Next  morning 
he  was  extremely  startled  at  seeing  two  strangers  enter  his 
bouse,  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  He  immedi- 
ately ran  into  an  inner  room,  and  desired  his  wife  to  take 
particular  notice,  for  they  were  precisely  the  two  men  that 
he  had  seen  in  his  dream.  When  they  had  consulted  with 
one  another,  their  apprehensions  were  alarmed  for  the  little 
weakly  man,  thopgh  contrary  to  the  appearance  in  the 
dream.  After  the  strangers  had  taken  some  refreshment, 
and  'Were  about  to  depart,  in  order  to  prosecute  their  jour- 
ney, Rogers  earnestly  endeavoured  to  dissuade  the  little 
man  froip  quitting  his  house,  and  going  on  with  his  fellou- 
traveller.  He  assured  him,  that  if  he  would  remain  with 
him  that  day,  he  would  accompany  him  to  Carrick  next 
morning,  that  being  the  town  to  which  the  travellers  were 
proceeding.  He  was  unwilling  and  ashamed  to  tell  the  cause 
of  his  being  so  solicitous  to  se^jarate  him  from  his  companion. 
But,  as  he  observed  that  Hickey,  which  was  the  name  of 
the  little  man,  seemed  to  be  quiet  and  gentle  in  his  de- 
portment, and  bad  money  about  him,  and  that  the  other 
had  a  ferocious  bad  coiintenance,  the  dream  still  recurred 
to  him.  He  4readed  that  something  fatal  would  happen; 
and  he  wished,  at  all  events,  to  keep  them  asunder.  How- 
fBver,  the  humane  precautions  of  Rogers  proved  ineffectual ; 
for  Caulfield,  such  was  the  other*s' name,  prevailed  upon 
pickey  to  continue  with  him  on  theirway  to  Carrick,  declarino- 
that,  as  they  had  long  travelled  together,  they  should  not 
part,  but  remain  together  until  he  should  see  Hickey  safely 
arrive  at  the  habitation  of  his  friends.  The  wife  of  Rogers 
was  much  dissatisfied  when  she  found  they  were  gone,  and 
blamed  her  husband  exceedingly  for  not  being  absolutely 
peremptory  in  detaining  Hickey. 

About  an  hour  after  they  left  Portlaw,  in  a  lonely  part  of  the 
mourvtain,  just  near  the  place  observed  by  Rogers  in  his^ 
dream,,  Caulfield  took  the  opportunity  of  murdering  his 
Irpmpanion.  It  appeared  after vyards,  from  his  own  account 
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of  the  horrid  transaction,  that,  as  they  were  getting  over  a 
ditch,  he  struck  Hickey  oti  the  hack  part  of  his  head  with 
a  stone ;  and,  when  he  fell  down  into  the  trench,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  blow,  Cauliield  gave  him  several  stabs  with 
a  knife,  and  cut  bis  throat  so  deeply  that  the  head  was  ob^ 
served  to  bie  almost  sevefed  from  the  body.  He  then  rifled 
Hickey's  pockets  of  all  the  money  in  them,  took  part  of  his 
clothes,  and  every  thing  else  of  value  about  him,  and  after- 
wards proceeded  on  his  way  to  Carrick.  He  had  not  been 
long  gone  when  the  body,  still  warm,  was  discovered  by 
some  labourers  who  were  returning  to  their  work  fro» 
dinner.  ' 

The  report  of  the  murder  soon  reached  tc^  Portlaw^ 
Rogers  aiid  his  wife  ivent  to  the  place,  and  instantly  knew 
the  body  of  him  whom  they  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  dis- 
suade from  going  on  with  his  treacherous  companion.  They 
at  once  spoke  out  their  suspicions  that  the  murder  was  per- 
petrated by  the  fellow-traveller  of  the  deceased.  An  im- 
mediate search  was  made,  and  Caulfield  was  apprehended 
at  Waterford  the  second  day  after.  He  was  brought  to 
trial  at  the  ensuing  assizes,  and  convicted  of  the  fact.  It 
appeared  on  the  trial,  amongst  other  circumstances,  that 
when  he  arrived  at  Garrick,  be  hired  a  horse,  and  a  boy  to 
conduct  him,  not  by  the  u^ual  road^  but  by  that  which  runs 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Suir,  to  Waterford,  intend- 
ing to  take  his  passage  in  the  first  ship  from  thence  to  New- 
foundland, The  boy  took  notice  of  some  blood  on  his 
shirt,  and  Caulfield  gaj^  him  half  a  crown  to  promise  not  to 
speak  of  it.  Rogers  proved,  not  only  that  Hickev  was  seen 
last  in  compahy  with  Caulfield,  but  that  a  pair  of  new  shoes 
which  Hickey  wore,  had  been  found  on  the  feet  of  Caul- 
field when  he  was  apprehended;  aiid  that  a  pair  of  old 
shoes  which  he  bad  on  ^t  Rogers's  house  were  upon  Hickey'^ 
feet  when  the  body  was  fbund.  He  described  with  great 
exactness  every  article  of  their  clothes.  Caulfield,  on  the 
eross- examination,  shrewdly  ask^d  him  from  the  dock, 
whether  it  was  not  very  extraordinary  that  he,  who  kept  $ 
public-housCy  should  take  such  ps^iticular  notice  of  thtf 
dress  of  a  stranger,  accidentally  calling  there  I  Rogers,  iri 
his  answer,  said,  he  had  a  very  pai'ticulaf  reason,  but  wai 
ashamed  to  mention  it.  The  court  and  prisoner  insisting  on 
bis  declaring  it,  he  gave  a  circumsTtantial  narrative  of  hi^ 
jdream,  called  upon  Mr.  Browne  the  priest,  then  in  the 
court,  to  conoborate  his  testimony,  and  said,'  that  his  wife 
had  severely  reproachJsd  him  for  permitting  Hickey  to  leare 
their  house^  whe;ii  he  knew  that^  in  the  short  footway  td 
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Carrick,  they  must  necessarily  pass  by  the  green  spot  in 
the  moumain  which  had  appeared  in  his  dream.    A  number, 
of  witnesses  came  forward ;  and  the  proofs  were  so  strong, 
that  the  jury,v  without  hesitation,  found  the  panel  guilty.— * 
1%  was  remarked,  as  a  singularity,  that  he,  happened  to  be 
Uiedi   and  sentenced  by  his  namesake,  Sir   George  CauK 
field,'  at  that  time  lord  chief  justice  of  the  King*s  Bench,. 
which  office  he  resigned  in  the  Summer  of  the  year  176Q,, 
After  sentence,  CauUield  confessed  the  fact,     It  came 
out,  that  Hickey  had  been  in  the  West  Indies  two  and 
.  twenty  years ;  but  falling  into  a  bad  state  of  health,  he  was 
returning  to  bis  native  country,  Ireland,  bringing  with  him 
30m e   money  bis  industry  had  acquired.     The  vessel  on 
board  which  he  took  his  passage  was,  by  stress  of  weather, 
driven  into  Minehead.     He  there  met  with  Frederick  Caul- 
field,  an  Irish  sailor,  who  was  poor,  and  much  distressed 
for  clothes  and  common  necessaries.     Hickey,  compassion- 
ating his  poverty,  and  finding  he  was  his  countryman,  re- 
lieved his  wants,  and  an  intimacy  commenced  between  them.. 
Thev  agreed  to  go  to  Ireland  together;  and  it  was  remarked 
on  their  passage,  that  Caulfield  spoke  contemptuously,  and 
ofiken  saia,  it  was  a  pity  such  a  puny  fellow  as  Hickey  should 
liave  money,  and  he  himself  be  without  a  shilling.    They 
landed  at  Waterford,  at  which  place  they  stayed  some  days, 
'  Caulfield  being  all  the  time   supported  by   Hickey,  who 
bought  there-  some  clothes  for  him.    The  assizes  being 
held  in  the  town  during  that  time,  it  was  afterwards  recol- 
lected that  they  were  both  at  the  court-house,  and  attended 
the  whole  of  a  trial  of  a  shoemaker,  who  was  convicted  o£ 
ikxQ  murder  of  his  wife.     But  this  ,made  no  impression  oi> 
the  hardened  mind  of  Caulfield ;  for  the  very  next  day  he 
perpetrated  the  same  crime  on  the  road  betwixt  Waterford 
jsmd  Carrick-on-Suir,  ijear  which  town  Hickey's  relations 
)ived. 

He  walked  to  the  gallows  with  ia  firm  step,  and  undaunted 
countenance.  He  spdte  to  the  multitude  who  surrounded 
bino;  and,  in  the  course  of  his  address,  mentioned  that,  he^ 
bad  been  bred  at  a  charter-school,  from  which  he  was  taken^ 
'^  an,  apprenticed  servant,,  by  William  l:5od,  Esq^  of  the 
qounty  or  Kilkenny.  From  this  station  he  ran  away  on  be-: 
?ng  corrected  for  some  faults,  and  had  been  absent  from: 
Ireland  six  years. — He  confessed  also,  that  he  had  several 
times  intended  to  murder  Hickey  on  the  road  between: 
tVaterford  and  Pordaw;  wliich,  though  in  general  not  a 
road  much  frequented,  yiet,  people  ^t  that  time  continually 
foming  in  sight,  prevented'him/ 
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Being  frustrated  in  all  his  schemes,  the  sudden  and  total 
dtsappointmeBt  threw  him,  probably,  into  an  indifference  for 
life.  Some  tempers  are  so  stubborn  and  rugged j  that  nothing- 
can  affect  them  but  immediate  sensation.  If  to  this  be 
united  the  darkest  ignorance,  death,  to  such  characters, 
'will  hardly  seem  terrible,  because  they  can  form  no  con- 
ception of  what  it  is,  and  still  less  of  the  consequences  that 
may  follow. 

Tours,  &c, 

1787,  Dec.  A.  LL. 
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LXXIX.  Influence  of  particular  Studies  with  respect  to  Longevity. 

Mr.  Urban,  June  19t. 

A  GENTLEMAN  who  has  made  the  tour  of  Europe,  and 
is 'a  minute  inquirer  into  the  different  modes  of  life  in  diffe- 
rent countries,  has  observed  with  great  attention  the  influ- 
ence of  particular  studies  and  pursuits  on  the  health  and  long 
life  of  the  professors.  He  finds  that  all,  or  many  of  those 
who  study  the  nfiore  refined  arts,  particularly  music,  are  in 
m  general  of  great  age.  He  means  those  wno  are  real  ad- 
mirers and  artists,  from  true  feelings  of  its  powers  to  sooth 
and  compose  the  mind  to  peace  and  serenity,  and  who  have 
distinguished  themselves  by  celebrated  works  and  composi- 
ti'ons.  As  to  mere  mechanical  performers,  their  lives  are  in 
general  shortened  by  dissipation  and  debauchery.  Among 
the  real  admirers  and  composers,  he  gives  remarkable  in- 
stances in  his  owT?  country,  as  well  as  Italy,  Germany,  and 
other  parts,  ^nd  instances  the  following  professors  and  dilet- 
tanti : 

Geminiani,  80 aftd  upwards.  Tartini,  ditto.  Anton iotto,  ditto. 
Leveridge,&0.  Mr.  St.Andr^,ditto.  Corelli,  96.  Handel,  75. 
Old  Cervetto,  95  and  up^vards.  Hasse,  86.  Farinelli,  90, 
Faustina,  80.  Dr.  Creighton,  90.  Alcssandro  Scarlatti,  87.  Dr. 
Pepusch,  35.  Rosingrave,  sen.  ditto.  Old  Tallis,  ditto. 
Several  of  the  Harrington  family,  ^0.  Colonel  Blaythwayte, 
80.  The  elder  Bach,  in  Germany,  80.  Sir  Robert  Throck- 
inorton,  with  many  more  at  this  time  abroad,  of  distinguished 
abilities  and  ages.  Dr.  Child,  9 1!  Dr.  Blow,  60.  Dr. 
Holder,  82.  Stanley,  70,  and  upwards.  Dr.  Arne,  about  74. 
Keeble,  about  73.  Dr.  Bpyce,  di]tto.  Sir  John  Hawkins, 
about  80.  *     ' 


Dr.  Stukeley  on  (he  Gotit.  J177 

He  has  made  the  same  observation  as  to  many  mathema* 
.ticians,  Newton,  Flamsteed,  Leibnitz;  and  remarks,  tliat 
all  those  who  have  pursued  studies  attended  with  contro- 
versy, or  disagreeable  political  contentions,  have  either  died 
early,  or,  if  old,  impaired  their  faculties  to  idiotcy — Swift^ 
Warburton,  and  many  others.  Voltaire's  cheaVful  engage- 
ments secured  his  longevity,  as  nothing  ruffled  his  compla* 
cency.  And  he  concludes  his  remarks  with  ttquanimitas  est 
solafelicitas, 

1789,  Jun^.  HiSTORlcus.    . 


LXXX.  Dr.  Stukeley  dd  the  Gout. 

Mr.  Urban,  Jug.  50. 

I  HAVE  just  been  reading  Dr.  Stukeley's  "Letter  to  Sir 
Hins  Sloane,  Bart,  about  the  Cure  of  the  Gout  by  Oils  ex- 
ternally applied,"  third  edition,  8vo.  1740.  The  very  great 
success,  that  the  Doctor  asserts,  from  his  own  experience, 
attended  this  simple  and  easy  method  of  treating  this 
"opprobrium  medicorum,'^  this  cruelly  tedious  disease, 
naturally  prompts  me  to  ask  any  ^f  your  experienced  medi- 
cal friends,  whether  the  same  success  has  continued  to  attend 
this  mode  of  treatment  through  a  lapse  0/  fifty  years,  a 
period  sufficient  to  justly  appreciate  the  value  of  any  medi- 
cal discovery. 

The  Doctor  repeateiily  asserts,  that  he  had  frequently  re- 
duced fits  of  usually  3  or  4  months  continuance  to  as  many 
weeks; -and,  even  during  that  time,  by  these  oils,  had  vastly 
alleviated  the  tortures  of  the  truly  pitiable  podagrics.  The 
oils  were  the  invention  of  Dr.  Rogers,  who  at  that  time  re- 
sided at  Stamford,  as  well  as  Dr.  Stukeley,  and  whose  suf- 
ferings under  the  disorder  produced  the  composition  so 
strenuously  recommended^  Dr.  Rogers,  it  seems,  thought 
it  necessary  to  keep  the  remedy  a  secret,  and  it  was  sold  as 
a  nostrum  under  the  name  of  "  Dr.  Rogers's  Oils  for  the 
Gout."  We  have  no  further  hints  in  the  Letter  of  what  thev 
consisted,  other  than  that  they  were  a  "composition  of 
warm  oils^"  which  were  to  be  well  rubbed  on  the  p^rts 
affected,  before  a  fire,  once  or  twice  daily,  and  that  their 
effects  in  alleviating  the  pain,  and  shortening  the  iit,  were 
wO'iderful. 

.  From  their  effects  Dr.  Stukeley  has,  in  this  pamphlet, 
given  us  (at  that  time)  a  new  theory  of  the  gout.  He  asserts 
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the  disorder  to  be  an  eflibrt  of  Natnre  i6  expel  from  the 
habit  a  fiery  venotn^  and  that  she  chiises  the  joihts  as  the 
properest  parts,  on  att^ount  of  the  synovial  or  oil-glands  there 
situated,  that  the  tortures  attending  ttie  fiery  dropi  or  venom 
might  be  mitigated  as  far  as  NatuVe  admits;  but,  by  repeated 
attacks^  the  oil-glands  gradually  failing  in  their  supplies, 
the  violence  of  the  fits  gefnerally  increasies,  lintil  the  poor 
cripple's  joints  are  in  a  manner  burnt,  dried  up,  and  nlled 
up  with  a  chalk  or  lime-like  tnatter.  And  hence  the  Doc- 
tor argues,  that  the  artificial  application  of  proper  oils  sup- 
plies the  defect  of  Nature,  and,  as  far  as  po$sible>  mitigates 
the  disorder,  I  ought  to  add  that,  along  with  the  oils,  the 
Doctor  strongly  enforces  temperance,  a  due  regard  t6  keep- 
ing the  body  open,  and  a  discreet  use  of  opiates  when  the 
violence  of  the  pain  renders  them  necessary;  This  is  a  con- 
cise, though  imperfect,  sketch  of  his  theory  and  treatment. 
Those  who  chus^e  to  consult  his  work  will  see  it  at  large,  and 
inor^  fully  stated.      '        ^  ^ 

This  theory  appeare  rational  jsrnd  deserting  attention* 
The  Doctor's  plan  of  Ibrming  theories  of  diseases  from  the 
effects  of  remedies,  rather  than  applying  reimedies  on  fanci- 
ful theories,  seems  the  surer  grcnmd,  and  \¥orthy  the  atten- 
tion of  medical  practitioners.  I  know  not  whether  any  nos-* 
trum  is  now  sold  under  the  name  of  Dr.  Rogers's  Oils;  bu€ 
if  this  sketch  tends  to  revive  an  useful  remedv,  or  is  the 
means  of  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  any  one,  I  shall  tejoice  j 
nor  will  a  column  or  two  of  your  valuable  work  be  occupied 
in  vain.  We  can  scarcely  live  to  a  nobler  pnrpose  than 
using  our  best  endeavours  to  lighten  the  distress  of  suffering 
liiuuanity* 

.     1790,  Oct.  M.  F^ 
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LXXXI.  Hops  iM)t  BO  good  as  formerly,  aiid  a  ftertied'y  proposed. 

Mr.  Urban,  Lynton,  Jan.  21^ 

I  FIND  it,  is  an  opinion  in  this  countr}^,  that  hops  are  Jiof 
so  good  now  as  they  were  formerly,  and  that  more  afe  now 
required  to  make  beer  keep  than  were  sufficient  many  Jrears 
ago.  So  far  I  find  is  fact,  that  Sir  Jonas  Moore^.  and  otfaet 
writers  about  brewing,  who  lived  a  hundred  years  ago, 
order  liiuch  fewer  hops  than  are  now  generally  ^ut  in ;  and 
they  say  the  be ei*  will  be  too  bitter  if  you  put  in  more.  I 
allow  about. talf  As.mj^ny  more  as  we  used  to  do  40yeai9 
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Since,  but  do  not  find  more  effect  from  them.  Sbme  old 
people  have  said,  that  good  hops  should  be  full  of  seeds:  if 
they  mean  by  that)  large  pluitip  seeds,  I  believe  there  are 
hardly  any  such  things  now,  I  have  once  or  twice  met  with 
a  few  odd  ones,  round,  plump,  and  larger  than  white  mustard ; 
those,  I  suppose,  had  been  accidentally  perfected  by  some 
male, hop  near  them;  but  the  common  hop  seeds  are  lean, 
skinny,  a^d  imperfect. 

If  it  be  true  that  hops  are  degenerated,  I  think  it  must 
arise  from  some  wrong  practice  in  cultivating  .them;  for  X 
suppose  right  management  will  rather  tend  to  improve  plants 
than  make  them  worse.  What  this  wrong  method  is  may 
perhaps  be  explained  in  the  following  manner: 

In  roost  kinds  of  plants  there  is  contained,  in  the  same 
blossom,  a  male  part,  which  scatters  dust,  and  a  female  part, 
which  stands  on  the  top  of  the  seed -vessel.  This  is  the 
case  ill  fruit  blossoms,  cowslips,  pease,  and  most  other  sorts 
of  flowers;  and  the  Linnaean  botany  divides  plants  into 
classes  according  \o  the  number  and  situation  of  each  of  thesQ 
parts. 

But  in  some  sorts  of  plants  these  two  parts  grow  in  diffe- 
rent places  on  the  same  plant.  The  catkin^j  which  appear 
in  January  are  the  male  parts  of  a  nut-tree,  and  are  full  of 
dust;  the  female  parts  are  scarlet  threads,  which  come  out 
of  the  top  of  many  of  the  buds  at  the  same  time.  The  cat- 
kins soon  scatter  their  dust,  and  fall  off;  andw^en  the 
bunches  of  nuts  appear  in  June,  the v  come  out  of  those 
buds  which  have  had  the  scarlet  threads,  of  which  there  are 
still  some  remains.  The  false  blossoms  of  cucumbers  and 
melons  are  the  male  part,  the  fruit  blossoms  are  the  female. 
Indian  wheat  (maize)  has  a  reed-like  top,  which  scatters 
dust,  and  is  the  male  part;  the  ear,  which  is  the  female 
part,  comes  out  at  the  bottom  of  the  stalk',  covered  close  up 
with  leaves,  to  preserve  the  grain  from  insects:  and  many 
flax-like  threads  come  out  of  the  top  of  it^  each  of  which 
stands  at  the  top  of  the  several  grains  of  corn.  So  far  a 
single  plant  is  capable  of  bearing  good  "seed,  because  the 
male  and  female  parts  both  grow  out  of  the  same  root.    * 

But  there  are  some  plalits  of  a  different  khid,  where  the 
male  and  female  parts  grow  upon  different  roots;  the  steds 
of  these  will  not  be  perfected  unless  a  maje  and  female  plant 
grow^ear  together.  So  the  male  spinach  scatters  its  dust, 
and  soon  dies;  the  female  lasts  longer,  grow.-:  larger,  and 
bears  seed.  The  case  is  the  same  with  hemp;  the  male  is 
the  smallest,  full  of  dust,  and  is  pulled  up  before  the  female 
bemp  comes  to  perfection,  and  bears  its  seed.     Sallows  are 
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.  of  the  same  nature;  the  catkins  of  the  male  sallow  are  yel-* 
lower,  and  soon  fall  off;  those  of  the  female  sallow  are 
gfeenerjund  hang  on  till  they  become  podsofadark^coloured 
very  small  seed,  which  come  out  with  a  white  cottonj  like 
^  down,  to  them.  And  hops  are  of  the  same  nature ;  the  male 
plarit  scatters  a  great  deal  of  dust,  but  produces  no  hops;  it 
is  the  female  phmts  which  bear  the  hops  we  use^  which  are 
the  seed-vessel;  and  in  this,  I  think,  the  wrong  husbandry 
consists. 

A  bull  never  gives  milk,  nor  does  a  ram  ever  bring  a 
lamb;  yet  we  find  it  necessary  to  keep  both,  that  the  cow^ 
and  ewes  may  not  be  barren.  The  case  is  the  same  with 
plants;  and  it  has  been  tried  in  several  instances.  All  the 
false  blossoms  of  melons  were  carefully  pulled  off  before 
they  opened,  anc  then  not  one  melon  set.  If  the  end  of  an 
car  of  maize  be  tied  up  in  a  bag  before  the  flax-like  threads 
appear,  that  ear  will  Jiave  no  corn  in  it;  and  if  all  the  reed-, 
like  tops  are  cut  off  before*  they  scatter  any  dust,  all  the 
cars  .wall  be  barren.  When  the  pods  of  the  single  peony, 
which  bears  seed,  open  in  September,  some  of  the  seeds  are 
hard,  round,  and  black,,  these  are  perfected,  and  will  grow; 
but  there  are,  in  the  same  pods,  others  which  are  red,  soft, 
and  iiTeguIarly  shaped;  these  will  not  grow,  for  they  are 
not  perfected.  In  shelling  of  pease,  many  will  be  found 
grown  to  a  proper  size,  and  are  good ;  but  sometimes  there 
will  be,  in  the  same  pods,  some  which  are  only  rudiments 
of  imperfect  pease;  the»e  did  not  set,  and  ai'e  come  to 
nothing. 

This,  therefore,  I  take  to  be  the  mistake  in  the  manage-, 
ment  of  hops;  the  male  plants  never  produce  any  hops;  on 
which  account  the  planters  carefully  destroy  them  all  as 
useless,  not  considering  nor  knowing  that  thereby  the  seed 
is  never  perfected,  the  strength  of  the  seed  is  lost,  and  the 
hop  probably  smaller  than  it  would- have  been,  if  the  seed 
had  been  ])crfected  and  grown  large.  I  know  no  plant  so 
often  subject  to  w  total  failure  of  a  crop  as  hops  are;  per- 
haps the  seed  being  not  perfected  is  one  cause  of  their  so 
entirely  failing;  and  that,  if  they  had  male  plants  among 
them  to  set  the  seed,  the  crop  might  not  so  often  fail,  and 
probably  the  hops  would  be  much  liner.  Garden-pease  are 
an  example  of  the  fruit  being  smaller  when  ill  set;  for,  at 
the  end  of  summer,  there  are  fewer  pease  in  a  pod  which 
are  propordonahly  shorter,  and  the  pease  not  so  plump  as  in 
the  height  of  the  season ;  perhaps  for  want  of  the  summer  brisk- 
ness of  the  bees,  v/ho  are  supposed  to  be  instrumental  in  mak- 
ing dowers  set,  by  carrying  about  the  furiiia.   So,  in  a  frame 
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Upon  the  wholes  thiefeforfe,  1  think  a  prudent  and  expe- 
rimental hop-grower  should  plant  some  of  the  male  hops  in 
the  fence  round  his  ^rden^  where  they  would  take  up  nd 
room^  s^nd  a  few  wijthm  it,  suppose  oiie  plant  in  a  hundred^ 
which  can  be  ilo  great  loss,  and  see  whether  his  garden  will  * 
not  be  liiore  certain  of  bearings  and  produce  more  and  finer 
hops^  with  larger  seeds  and  better  quality^  than  those  of  his 
neighbours;  whiiph  I  shpuld  thiiik  would  probably  be  the 
case.  Or,  if  any  One  would  cfause  to  try  it  first  dii  a  lesser 
&cale,  he  might  plaiit  some  male  hops  da  one  side  of  his 
garden^  and  take  notice  whether  that  side  will  not  produce 
moire  and  better  hops  than  the  other. 

The  North  clay  hops^  in  Nottinghamshire^  ai'e  said  to  be 
istronger  and  bitterer  than  the  South-of-Enigland  hops,  so  as 
to  be  disagreeable  the  first  year^  but  to  keejp  better  than  thef 
Others.  Qu.  Whether  they  have  any  different  method  of* 
inanaging  them  which  may  occasion  tnat  difFerefnce? 

1791^  Jan.  T.  Barker. 
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Mtt.  Ur^an,  ^    itan.  1 1. 

Your  correspondent  Scrtitator  faavinig  requesit^d  ari  expla- 
hation  of  the  word  Tontine,  I  will  thank  you  to  insert  the 
following^  in  yoUr  next  Magazine^  if  you  think  it  worth  no« 
ticing. 

PAULOEMSSaE,  Jun« 

The  Word  Tontirife  is  dnly  a  ckiit  wot^d,  derived  from  thd 
iiarhe  df  an  Italian  projector.  This  was  one  Laurence  Tontf^ 
a  creature  of  Cardinal  Mazarine ;  who>  finding  the  people 
l^xtremeiy  out  of  buumour  with  hi$  eminency's  admiiiistratidn^ 
imagined  he  could  recdncile  them  by  a  proposal  of  making 
txiople  rich  in  an  instant^  without  trouble  ot  pain&  fiii 
i^heme  was  a  lottery  of  annuities^  with  survivorship^  which 
he  proposed  in  16^3,  with  the  consent  of  the  court,  but  the 
l^liaitient  would  not  regi^^r  the  fsdict  Thre^  yeaiis  aftei' 
he  tried  his  project  af^tjin,  jEipr  building  a  stynp  bridge  ov^ 
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the  Scine^  when  it  had  both  the  favour  of  the  court  and  tbe 
sanction  of  parliament,  under  the  title  of  Banque  Royale, 
but  it  failed  again;  for  somebody  having  given  it  the  uq- 
lucky  name  of  Tontine,  nobody  in  Paris  would  trust  his 
money  in  a  lottery  diat  had  an  Italian  title.  The  last  attempt 
poor  ToDti  made^  was  to  get  his  plan  adopted  by  the  clergy 
for  the  payment  of  their  debts;  but  though  they  acknow- 
ledged  the  ingenuity  of  it^  they  rejected  it  as  unfit  for  their 
purpose. 

Such  was  the  invention  of  the  Tontine*  If  it  is  not  tres- 
passing to6  much  ttpon  youy  I  will  now  shew  when  it  first 
came  into  use.  When  Lewis  XIV*  was  distressed  by  the 
league  of  Augsburg,  and  granted  money  beyond  what  the 
revenues  of  the  kingdom  would  furnish^  fof  supplying  his 
enormous  expences,  he  had  recourse  to  the  plans  of  Tond, 
which,  though  long  laid  aside,  were  not  forgotten;  and  by 
aft  edict  in  1689,  created  a  Tontine  Royale  of  1,400,000 
livres  annual  rent,  divided  into  fourteen  classes.  The  actioiw. 
were  300  iivres  apiece, .  and  tbe  proprietors  were  to  receive 
lOl.  per  cent,  with  benefit  of  survivorship  in  every  clas& 
This  scheme  was  executed  but  very  imperfectly;  tot  none 
of  the  classe?  rose  to  above  25,000  livres,  inste9.d  of  100,000, 
according  to  the  original  institution ;  though  the  annuities 
were  very  regularly  paid.  A  few  years  after,  the  people 
seeming  in  better  humour  for  projects  of  this  kind,  another 
Tontine  was  erected  upon  nearly  the  same  terms,  but  this 
was  never  above  half  full.  They  both  subsisted  in  the  year 
1726,  when  the  French  King  united  the  13th  class  of  tbe 
first  Tontine  with  tbe  14tli  of  the  second ;  all  the  actions  of 
which  were  possessed  by  Charlotte  Bonnemay,  widow  of 
Lewis  Barbier,  a  surgeon  of  Paris,  whp  died  at  the  age  of 

i?6. 

This  gentlewoman  had  ventured  300  livres  in  each  Ton* 
tine ;  and  in  the  Jast  y^ar  of  her  life  she  had  for  her  annuity 
73,000  hvres,  or  about  3,6p0l.  a  year,  for  aho^t  30l.  ■ 

1791,  Jan. 
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Mr.  UaiBAK,  March  s. 

As  there  were  few  men  more  attentive  to  the  tracing  the 
Causes  of  patural  effects,  or  more  ready  and  ingenious  in 
AccouiUing  for  them,,  than  the  late  Dr.  B.  Franklin,  his  opi- 
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hibti^  on  any  such  subjects  are  therefore^  deserving  of  our 
Special  attention.  Thus^  on  the  subject  of  catching  cold^ 
he  alledgedy  that  instead  of  a  cold  being  contracted  by  the 
body's  being  exposed  to  some  external  cause  which  Hiay  stop 
the  ibsehsible  pel^piration^  such  as  cold  air  blowing  partially 
on  some  part  of  the  body,  its  continiiing  during  sometime 
wet,  &c.  a  feast^  or  some  excess  in  eating  or  dhnkihg,  will 
be  generally  found  to  have  preceded.  In  confirmation  of 
this  opinion,  he  observed^  that  those  who  led  temperate 
lives  seldom  caught  cbld  even  thoiigh  their  constitutions  and 
habit  of  body  might  seem  to  be  little  able  to  withstand  the 
fefFects  of  such  causes; 

Iwas  a  withelis  of,  tvhdt  I  thought^  a  singular  instance  of 
the  truth  of  this  opinion.  Upon  my  mentioning  it  to  a  gen« 
tiemian  who  eats  no  animal  food^  and  drinks  no  fermented 
liquor^  or  spirits,  he  said  that  he  would  give  it  a  fair  triah 
He  acGordihglyi  early  on  the  first  dewy  summer  mornings 
walked  aitioh^  loiig  grassy  till  his  feet  arid  legs  were  per- 
fectly wet^  and  continued  out  of  doors  from  6  till  8^  and^ 
tvhen  he  came  in  to  breakfast,  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to 
have  dry  shoes  and  stockings  till  he  returned  to  dress  at 
noon.  No  cold  ensued^  though  wet  feet  are  reckoned 
among  the  inost  frequent  causes  of  catching  coldr  He  after- 
^vards  thanked  me  much  for  freeing  him  from  many  restraints, 
founded,  as  he  now  experienced j  dd  prdudice. 

Sir  J.  Pringle  and  the  Dri  being  confined  at  Calais  by 
contrary  winds^  agreed  to  try  the  experiment  Sir  Johit 
Was  to  give  such  directions  to  the  Dr.  ad^  in  his  opinion  would 
expose  the  Dn  to  catch  cold ;  and  the  Dn  was  to  prescribe 
such  a  diet  to  Sir  John^  while  be  cautiously  avoided  every 
cause  that  miffht  expose  him  to  eatch  a  cold^  The  I>r.  ob- 
serving a  moderatidn  in  diet  escaped  catching  cold ;  though 
he  frequetitly  exposed  himself^  in  such  situations^  ad  Sir 
John  su|>posed  might  probably  occasion  the  Doctor's  catch- 
ing cold.  The  wind  became  fair  befofe  the  effects  of  Sir 
John's  feasting  appeared;  but  I  have  heafd  them  both  con- 
fess that  the  probability  was.  on  the  Doctor's  side.  ^  The  ex-* 
periment  could  not'  be  well  repeated  in  London,  because 
both  were  so  frequently  exposed  to  i;ompany^  that  siich 
strict  rules  could  not  be  conveniently  followed. 

The  Dr.  remarked^  that  those  ivho  eat  no  suppers^  espe** 
cially  after  plcintiful  dinners^  were  much  less  liable  to  catch 
coldj  for  they  thereby  avoided  adding  a  quantity  of  indi« 
gestedjuice  with  what  are,  in  some  degrte^  in  a  digested 
st^te*    They  who  make .  their  supjjer  their  pxindipar  meal 
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do  not  suffer  by  it,  beciause  the  stomach  beiiig  pretty  empty, 
an  improper  mixture  of  juices  does  not  enter  the  lacteals. 

Yours,  &c* 
1791,  March.  S.  A. 
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"  Fies  nobilium  tu  quoque  Fontium." 

HOR.  3.  Carm.  xiii.  13. 

Mr.  Urban,  Oct.  31. 

The  intention  of  the  fo^lo^ving  lines  \yill  be  a  suflScient 
apology  for  troubling  yoa  with  them.  I  hope  and'  trust  the 
hint«  they  contain  may  miike  them  worthy  the  attention  of 
many  of  your  readers;,  as  well  as  contribute  to  the  heahh  and 
comfort  of  some  individuals  of  that  number;  than  which  no- 
thing can  be  more  gratifying  to  the  writer,  whose  sole  yiewr 
in  their  publication  is  the  benefit  of  those  who  seek,  wliat 
tjjey  deserve,  Health. 

The  important  good  consequences  of  cold-batbing  needs 
nothing  t6  be  said  at  this  time  of  day  to  recommend  it  to  the 
notice  of  the  debilitated.  The  experience  of  mankind  has 
taught  its  uses  and  effects ;  which  have  been  further  sanc- 
tioned by  many  writers,  a^d  some  of  the  most  eminent  io 
the  medical  world,  who  have,  «jt  different  tiroes,  very  ably 
eiuployed  their  pens  on  its  subject.  To  the  latter  for  its  ?ir- 
tuesy  and  to  the  present  enlightened  Faculty  for  the  pro- 
priety of  its  use  individually,  the  application -of  invalids  is 
reqooimended.  When  that  is  deteraiined,  it  is  the  mode 
oply  I  am  about  to  prescribe. 

Waving,  therefore,  every  endeavour  at  attempting  to  offer 
any  thing  new  on  the  geflera)  subject,  as  to  the  medical 
powers  of  the  Cold  Bath^.  I  shall  only  briefly  relate  what  led 
nie  to  use  th^  made  recomcoended  below ;  what,  were  its  ef-* 
fects  on  m^'self,  and  on  soipe  others  who,  by  my  advice 
have  be^n  m  the  babit  of  using  it;  adding  a  few  practical 
hints,  which,  I  hope,  will  make  an  operation,  very  frightful 
to  many,  not  only  pleasanter,  but  much^  more  effectually, 
and,  I  hopGy  more  extensively,  useful 
MtWi  ^  OSrtuial.  delicacy  in  £»y  constitution^  and  wishing 
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to  enjoy  what  one  would  almost  think  some  people  thought 
not  worth  having,  I  have  been  long  accustomed  to  this  re- 
medy, and  have  the  greatest  reason  to  think  I  owe  mueh 
comfort  to  its  friendly  aid.    Sea-bathing,  if  my  attentive  ob- 
servation  has  not  deceived  me,  in  general  has  been  tnore 
certainly  advantageous  in  its  tonic  powers;  but  whether  that 
snperiority  arises  only  frpm. its  holding  saline  paitides  dis- 
solved,   or  whether  tKe  large  body  of  water  the  sea  containi^ 
is  at  aft  contributing,  or  if  any  thing  is  particularly  due  to 
its  comparative  specific  gravity ;  whether  the  purity  of  thef 
Air  breathed  during  its  use  compared  with  that  of  a  crowded 
city,  and  the  relaxation  of  the  mihd  from  business,  and  the 
amusement  enjoyed  in  enlarge  society,  where  every  member 
seems  disposed  to  be  and  to  make  happy,  has  not  each  \t^ 
demand  ;  which  separately  has  the  greatest  claim,  it  would 
perhaps  be  hard  to  determine,  while  it  must  be  allowed 
that  each  has  its  merit. ,  Something  probably  is  due  to  rt^ 
impregnation;  but  the  sum  of  all  these  circumstances  co-^ 
operating,  no  doubt  fills  the  measure  of  its  effects;  and  in 
its  use  likewise,  as  well  frotti  my  own  observation  as  from 
the  information  of  others,  whose  constitutions  were  alik6 
tender,  I  have  {earned  there  is  much  less  chance  of  taking 
cold,  an  accident  to  wl^ich  the  most  tender  are,  even  with 
the  grea.test  care  and  circumspection,  occasionally  exposed 
in  using  the  Cold  Bath  in  the  usual  way.  This  circumstance 
has  induced  me  for  some  years  past  t6  recommend,  in  th^ 
dippitig  weakly  children  at  a  distance  from  the  sea,  the  addi- 
tion of  as  much  sea  or  bay  salt  to  the  water  as  would  make  the 
solution  nearly  as  salt,  or  rather  a  little  Salter  than  sea-water; 
and  the  event  has  ever  fully  rewarded  the  practice,  and  sub*- 
stantiated  the  preference  ;*  for  I  have  seen  sdtne  unhealthy 
children  more  benefited  bj^  a  few  weeks  bathing  in  this  way, 
than  by  months  in  fresh- water;  aftd  others,  w*ho  have  re- 
ceived no  benefit  by  fresh  long  continued,  very  soon  get 
colour,  spirits,  and  strength,  from  a  change  to  the  salted^ 
The  formation  of  such  a  bath  was  easy  for  infants,  but  less 
manageable  for  adults.    To  avoid,  therefore,  in  tlie  common  . 
method  of  using  the  Cold  Bath,  such  temporary  interrup- 
jtions  to  its  use,  and  their  disagreeable  consequences,  which 
I  have  frequently  known  to  be  a  continual  distress  to  the 
'top  quickly  apprehensive  mind  of  the  valetudinarian;  and 
studious  myself  to  enjoy  that  luxury  a$  often  as  possible, 
V.  ith  every  advantage  to  be  derived  from  any  improvement 
my  fancy  could  suggest;  it  claimed  much  ot  my  attention; 
pnd  many  schemes,  soi^e  incouvenieut,  and  others  imprac- 
lipable,  occurred,  till  thie  following  presented  itself  to  laji 
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mind;  and,  after  long  use,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  thirik  it 
highly  deserving  of  notice,  as  it  seems  to  give  the  fresh- 
water Cold  Batn  son^e  of  the  properties  of  sea-bathing,  and 
to  me  that  satisfactory  incentive  to  its  use,  the  recollection 
of  never  having  caught  cold  since  it  was  adopted.    ItbM 
still  another  advantage  or  two  of  its  own;  the  first  and  not 
the  smallest  of  which  is,  that  by  it,  the  towels  being  ren- 
dered rougher,  the  friction  in  drying  after  the  bath  is  in^ 
creased;  and  what  is,  I  fear,  too  often  neglected,  I  mean 
the  rubbing  by  those  with  whom  it  should  be  particularly  a 
matter  of  the  first  consequence  (the  tender  and  chilly),  who 
are  generally  those  who  are  apt  to  be  too  much  in  a  hun^^ 
to  get  on  their  clothes,  and  by  that  means  frequently  take 
cold.     For  their  sakes,  now  that  friction  is  the  subject 
viewing  the  importance  of  that  part  of  the  operation,  it 
would  seem  wrong  to  proceed  without  urging  the  practioe 
of  it  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  is  customary,  and  that 
immediately  berore  as  well  as  after  bathing.     I  believe, 
from  my  own  experience,  that  the  good  effects  of  this  re- 
xnedy  will,  in  many  cases^  be  considerably  increased,  if* 
before  the  immersion,  the  body  and  extremities  be  «rdl 
rubbed  for  a  few  minutes  with  a  Hesh^brush.    To  the  notice 
of  those  afflicted  with  chronic  rheumatism,  as  well  as  to  the 
shivering  bather^  it  is  very  earnestly  recommended,  The  stay 
of  the  delicate  and  those  with  tender  bowels,  in  the  water, 
should  be  very  short ;  the  more  robust  may  indulge  longer. 
The  other,  and  perhaps  not  le^s  important  s^dvantage,  is  that 
of  using  their  own  towels  (which  should  be  coarse  and  rough 
as  can  be  borne),  untainted  with  the  excrementitious  dis- 
charges of  tbe^  skins  of  a  multitude,  and  perhaps  often  neg? 
ligently  washed;  the  truth  of  which  no  very  nice  depee  of 
perfection  in  the  olfactory  nerves,  is  necessary  to  discover 
in  the  clean  towels  of  a  pubhc  bath.    Except  in  this  circnni^ 
stance,  perhaps  no  pubuc  baths  in  the  world  exceed  in  their 
conveniences  and  perfection  those  of  London^  as  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  learn. 

The  practice  alluded  to,  and  which  I  can  now  with  con- 
fidence recommend,  is  that  of  impregnating  the  towels  ivith 
sea  salt,  by  dipping  them  in  a  solution  of  that  salt  in  water, 
and  then  drying  them.  The  solution  I  have  used  is  four 
ounces  to  a  quart  of  water :  a  coarse  hand-towel  of  the  com- 
mon size,  by  being  thoroughly  wetted  in  this  solution, 
when  dried,  acquires  an  increase  of  weight  of  about  )u) 
ounce;  consequently  contains  that  quantity  of  sea  salt,  which 
is  as  much  perhaps  as  is  necessary,  or  as  would  be  pleasant 
The  solution  may  be  repeated^  after  three  or  fotir  times 
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iisif}^  these),  by  those  who  are  Satisfied  witljt  one  set  of  tow-- 
els  som^  time*^  as  easily  as  once  by  the  more  nice.    The 
roughness  given  to  the  cloths,  when  dry,  by  the  salt,  assisted 
probably  b}'  the  stimulus  of  the  -salt  itself,  adds  very  con* 
siderably  to  the  much* to-be- wished-for  glow.    And  as,  in 
tbe  action  of  rubbing  the  body,  some  of  the  salt  becomes 
dissolved  by  the  drops  hanging  to  the  skin,  and  is  of  course 
spread  over  the  whole  surface  of  th^  body,  and  is  partly  ab* 
sorbed;  to  that  absorption,  which  is  perhaps  more  alive 
during  the  empty  state  in  which  bathing  is  generally  recom- 
mend^dy  are  to  be  attributed  the  good  effects  of  medicated 
VathSy  both  natural  and  artificial.    The  common  shower-^ 
bath  will  be  much  improved  in  its  efficacy  by  the  addition  of 
a  proper  quantity  of  salt  in  its  water. 
-   What  is  in  the  present  case  the  immediate  rationale  of  its 
action^  or  to.  what  cause  is  to  be  attributed  the  preference 
of  sea  over  fresh  water,  as  it  is  not  the  professed  design  of 
this  paper,  we  wish  to  leave  undiscussed.   The  safest  means 
of  applying  a  powerful  and  pleasant  remedy  to  the  diseased, 
the  result  of  experience,  being  all  we  intended,  the  tnodus 
epei'andi  is  left  for  a  more  ably-directed  pen.     It  may  be 
that  the  stimulus  given  by  the  saline  spicula  to  the  cuticular 
glands,  by  its  absorption,  may  not  be  the  smallest  of  its 
causes,  especially  when  it  is  recollected  how  extensive  is  its 
application,  and  at  the  same  time  the  great  importance  of 
,  the  functions  of  the  absorbing  surface.     How  powerful  fre- 
quently is  the  application  of  a  solution  of  some  of  the  neu-» 
tral  salts  in  local   glandular  affections  topically  applied! 
Another  circumstance,  worth  notice  in  an  inquiry  of  this 
kind,  is  the  effect  of  some  neutral  salts  in  fresh-*drawn  blood ; 
an  ^example  of  which  every  winter  affords  in  a  well  known 
culinary  preparation  of  hog's  blood;  I  mean,  that  of  pre- 
venting its  coagulation.    ]n  the  extreme  and  minute  sanguis* 
ferous  vessels,  where  the  circulation  must  necessarily  be 
very  weak  and  slow,  on  account  of  their  great  distance  irom 
the  source  of  its  motion,  its  ipoying  power,  and  especially 
in  those  of  the  akin,  when  exposed  tq  cold  air  in  such  situa-r 
tioos,  may  not  somewhat  like  a  disposition  to  coagulation 
exist?  and  may  not  the  introduotion  of  such  particles  do 
away  an  approaching  evil?    Perhaps  instinct  first  recom-* 
mended  the  use  of  th^t  material  with  our  food  for.some  such 
wise  purpose:  the  praptice  will  be  foiindy  upon  recollection, 
very  general,  and  gives  a  probability  to  such  an  idea.    The 
learned  and  ingenious  Bi^hpp  of  Landaff  has  said,,  in  his- 
^^^  Chemical  Essays,"  that  the  salt  in  sea  water  appli^4  to  the 
skin  is  not  ab$orbed»  I  cqnfess  niyself  of  a  different  opinion* 
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That  some  of  it  is  ab«orb)ed  I  am  oon^iitc^ ;  6f  nrhy  is  loH 
rain,  or  any^  other  pure  wat^,  equally  efficacioiiSy  applied 
to  scrophuious  glands? 

Before  the  subject  be  entirely  qnitted,  the  writer  wiAci 
to  snbmit  i|;  to  the  experience  of  the  medical  worid,  to  de? 
termine  how  far  this  inode  of  absorpdon  may  be  usefully  apr 
plied  inti  variety  of  cases  requiring  the  various  baths  winch 
Nature  has,  probably  for  human  ilIS;  provided  in  different 
parts  of  the  worid,  an^  which  are  too  fi^quently,  from  some 
circumstance  or  other,  not  within  the  reaph  or  power  of  tlwMft 
to  whom  they  would  no  doubt  be  of  great  service;  and  to 
add  that,  in  mqre  than  one  instance,  he  has  applied,  with  the 
j^bovesaJine  solution,  some  few  drops  of  the  itnct./et^inmr. 
he  thinks  with  somesuccess  in  some  cases  where  chatybeate& 
seemed  to  promise  relief. ,  The  Materia  Metika  will  readily 
supply,  through  the  inedium  of  Chemistry,  a  fund  pf  power* 
ful  topics  to  the  ingenious  physician. 

Yours,  &c.     . 
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^  Greenwich  Hospital^  ^fefg".  1,  1793. 

On  Wednesday,  September  IS,  1769,  between  diree and 
fouro'clocl:  in  the  afternoon,  I  went  into  a  little  wood  called 
Northwoodside  (situated  between  two  and  three  miles  to  the 
N.  W.  of  Glasgow)  with  a  design  to  gather  a  few  hazel-nuts. 
I  think  that  I  could  not  have  been  in  the  wood  more  tfaans 
quarter  of  an  hour,  nor  have  gathered  inore  thah  ten  nuts, 
before  I  unfortunately  feH  into  an  -  old  coal-pit,  exact^ 
seventeen  yards  deep,  which  had  been  made  through  a  solid 
i^ck.  I  was  some  little  time  insensible.  Upon  recovering 
piy  recollection,  J  found  myself  sitting  (nearly  as  a  tailof 
does  at  his  work),  the  blood  flowing  pretty  fast  from  my 
mouth ;  and  I  thought  that  I  bad  broken  a  blood-vessel,  and 
consequently  had  not  loug  to  live ;  but,  to  my  great  com- 
fort, I  sopn  discovered  that  the  blood*  proceeded  firom  a 
tvoun^  in  niy  tqngue,  lyhich  I  stippose  I  had  bitten  in  vxf 
fall.  Looking  kX  my  watch  (it  was  ten  rrrinutes  past  fbor), 
tod  getting  up,  I  surveyed  niy  limbs,  and  to  my  inexpres* 
Bible  joy  found  that  not  one  Was  broken.  I  t?as  soon  reoon* 
ciled  to  my  situation,  having  from  my  childhood  thought 
|}f3t  SQQX^^^ng  very  extraormnary  was  to  bapfea  to  »e  ift 
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Afi  eofarie  of  oiy  life ;  aM  I  bad  not  the  least  doubt  of  bein^ 
reiiipred  in  the  morning;  for^  the  wood  being  but  small,  ana 
situated  near  a  populous  city,  it  is  much  frequented,  espe^ 
ciajly  in  tbe  nutting  season,  %nd  ii^te  are  several  fooL  path$ 
leading  through  it. 

Nigttt  BOW  4^>proacbed,  when  it  began  to  rain,  not  in 
gentle  diowers,  but  in  torrents  of  water,  such  as  is  generally 
experienoed  at  the  autumnal  equinox.    The  pit  I  had  allea 
into  was  ab#ut  five  feet  in  diameter;  but,  not  having  been 
iBvorked  for  several  y^ars,  the  subterranean  passages  were 
choked  up,  so  that  I  was  ei^posed  to  the  rain,  which  con- 
tinued, with  very  small  intermissions,  till  the  day  of  my  re* 
lease ;  and,  indeed,  in  a  very  short  time,  I  was  complexly 
wet  through.     In  this  comfortless  condition  I  endeavoured 
to  ta^e  some  repose.    A  forked  stick  that  I  found  in  the 
pit,  and  which  I  placed  diagonally  to  the  side  of  it,  served 
alternately  to  support  my  head  as  a  pillow,  or  my  body  oc<« 
casionally,  which  was  much  bruised;   but,  in  the  whole 
jLime  I  remained  here,  J  do  not  think  I  ever  slept  one  hour 
together.     Having  passed  a  very  disagreeable  and  tedious 
pight,  I  w^  somewhat  cheared  with  the  appearance  of  day-» 
li^ht,  and  the  melody  of  a  robin^redbreast  that  had  perched 
directly  over  the  mouth  of  the  pit;  and  this  pret  y  little 
warbleir  continued  to  visit  my  quarters  every  morning  during 
my  confinement;  which  I  construed  into  a  happy  omen  of 
my  futur^  deliverance;  and  I  sincerely  believe  the  trust  I  had 
in  Providence,  and  the  companv  of  this  little  bird,  con-* 
;tributed  much  to  that  serenity  of  mind  I  constantly  enjoyed 
to  the  l^st.  '  At  the  distance  of  about  100  yards,  in  a  direct 
line  from  the  pit,  (here  was  a  water«-mill.  The  miller's  hous^ 
was  neai^er  to  me,  and  the  road  to  the  mill  was  still  nearer; 
I  could  frequently  hear  the  horses  going  this  road  to  and 
from  the  mill;  frequently  I  heard  human  voices ;  and  I  could 
-  distinctly  hear  the  ducks  and  bens  about  the  mill.    I  made 
the  best  i^se  of  my  voice  on  every  occasion ;  but  it  was  to  no 
tnanner  of  purpose;  for,  the  wind,  which  was  constantly 
high,  blew  |n  a  Hne  from  the  mill  to  the  pit,  which  easily 
accounts  for  what  I  heard;  and,  at  the  same  time,  my  voice 
was  carrie^  the  cont.mry  way.    I  cannot  say  I  sufieredi  much 
from  hunger.    After  two  or  three  days  that  appetite  ceased  | 
but  n^y  Uiirst  if  as  intolerable;  and,  though  it  almost  coiw 
tftandy. rained,  yet  I  could  not  till  the  third  or  fourth  day 
preserve  a  drop  of  ft,  as  the  earth  at  the  bottom  of  the  pit 
sucked  it  up  as  fa^t  &s  it  ran  down.    In  this  distress  I  sucked 
«ay  clothes;  but  from  them  I  could  extract  but  little  moist* 
9|re.    Tb#  shock  i  jre.G^ve4  i»  1^  iU^  together  with  th^ 
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dislocation  of  one  of  my  ribs,  kept  me,  I  ima^ne,  in  a^on- 
tinuai  tever;  I  cannot  otherwise  account  for  my  suffering  so  ' 
mucli  more  from  tbim  than  I  did  from  hunger.    At  last  I 
discovered  the  thigh-bone  of  a  bull  (which,  I  afterv^rds 
heard,  had  fallen  into  the  pit  about  eighteen  years  before 
me),  almost  covered  with  the  earth.     1  dug  it  up;  and  the 
large  end  of  it  left  a  cavity  that,  I  suppose,  might  contahi 
a  quart.    This  the  water  gradually  drained  into,  but  so  veiy 
riowly,  that  it  was  a  considerable- time  befbre  i  conld  dip 
a  nut-shell  full  at  a  time;  which  I  emptied  into  thfe  palm  0f 
my  hand,  and  so  drank  it-.  The  water  now  began  to  increase 
pretty  fast,  so  that  (  was  giad  to  enlarge  iny  reservmr,  inso- 
much th^i,  cm  the  4th  or  5th  day;  I  had  a  sufficient  supply; 
and  this  water  was  eertiainly  the  preservation  of  my  life.- 

At  the  bottom  df  the  pit  there  were  great  qmntiues  of 
reptiles,  such  as  frogs,  toads,  large  black  snails,  or  slugs, 
&c.  These  rw)xious  creatures  would  frequently  crawl  about 
roe,  and  often  got  into  my  reservoir;  nevertheless,!  thought 
it  the  sweetest  water  I  bad  ever  tasted;  and  at  this  distance 
erf  time  the  remembrance  of  it  is  so  sweet,  that,  were  it  now 
possible  to  obtain  any  of  it,  I  am  sure  I  could  swallow  it  with 
avidity.  I  h«ive  fi'equently  taken  both  frogs  and  toads  out  of 
my  neck,  where,  I  suppose,  they  took  shelter  while  I  slept. 
.  The  toads  I  always  destroy^,  but  the  frogs  I  carefully  pre- 
served, as  I  did  not  know  but  I  might  be  under  the  necessity 
of  eating  them,  whioh  I  should  not  have  scrupled  to  have 
done  had  t  been  very  hungry. 

S;iturday,  the  16th,  there  fell  but  little  rain,  and  I  bad  the 
satisfaction  to  hear  the  voices  of  somie  boys  in  the  wood. 
Immediately  I  called  out  with  all  my  .might,  but  it  was  all 
in  vain,  though  I  afterwards  learned  tlKkt  they  actually  heard 
me;  but,  being  prepossessed  with  an  idlestory  of  awild  man 
being  in  the  wood,  they  ran  away  affrighted. 

Sunday,  the  1 7th,  was  my  birth-day,  when  I  <M«npleted  my^ 
fortj/- first  year;  and  I  think  it  was  the  uext  day  that  some 
of  my  acquaintance,  having  accidentally  heard  that  I.  had 
gone  the  way  I  did,  sent  two  or  three  porter^  out  purposely 
to  search  the  pits  for  me.  These  men  went  to  the  miller's 
house,  and  made  inquiry  for  me;  but,  on  account  of  the 
jy^ery  great  rain  at  the  time,  they  ne%'er  entered  the  wood, 
but  cruelly  returned  to  their  eniployersK,;  telling  them  they 
bad  searched  the  pit,  and  that  I  was  Aot  to  be  found.  Many 
^  people  in  my  dismal  situation  would,  no  doubt,  bare  dieS 
witfe  despair  5  but,  I  thank  God,  I  enjoyed  a  perfect  serenity 
of  mind ;  so  much  so,  that  in  the  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  when' 
4  had  beensix  uiglits-ki  the  pit,  I  veiy  €on4>osedty  ^y  way 
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of  amiisemerit)  combed  roy  wig  on  my  knee,  humming  9 
'  tune,  and  thinking  of  Archer  in  the  «  Beaux  Stratagem." 
At  length,  the  morning,  September  20,  the  happy  morn;, 
ing  (ox  my  deliverance,  came;  a  day  that,  while  my  memoiy 
lasts,  i  will  always  celebrate  with  gratitude  to  Heaven! 
Through  the  brambles  and  bushes  that  covered  the  mouth 
of  the  pit,  I  could  discover  the  sun  shining  bright,  and  my 
pretty  warbler  was  chaunting  his  melodious  strains,  when 
piy  attention  was  roused  by  a  confused  noise  of  human 
voices,  which  seemed  to  be  approaching  fast  towards  the 
pit;  immediately  I  called  out,  and  most  agreeably  surprised 
several  of  my  acquaintance,  who  were  in  search  of  me. 
Many  of  them  fire  still  living  in  Glasgow ;  and  it  is  not  long 
since  I  had  the  very  great  satisfaction  of  entertaining  one  of 
them  at  my  apartments.    They  told  me  that  they  had  not 
the  most  distant  hope  of  finding  me  alive ;  but  wished  to 
give  my  body  a  decent  burial,  should  they  be  so  fortunate 
^s  to  find  it.    M  soon  as  they  heard  my  yoic^,  they  all  raa, 
fowards  the  pit,  and  I  could  distinguish  a  well-fciiown  voice 
exclaim,  **  Good  God!  he  is  still  living!"  Another  of  them, 
though  a  very  honest  North-Briton,  l)etwixt  his  surprise  and 
joy,  could  liot  help  asking  me,  in  the  Hibernian  stile,  "  if  I 
were  still  living?".  I  told  him  "  I  was,  and  hearty  too;"  and 
then  gave  them  particular  directions  how  to  proceed  in  get- 
ling  me  out    Fortunately  at  that  juncture  a  collier,  from  a 
^orkio""  pit  in  the  neighbourhood,  was  passing  along  the 
road,  and,  hearing  an  unusual  noise  in  the  wood,  his  cuMosity 
prompted  him  to  learn  the  occasion.     By  his  assistance,  and 
^  rope  frqm  the  mill,  I  was  soon  safely  landed  on  ttirrajinna. 
The  miller's  wife  had  very  kindly  brought  some  miHc  wdrm 
from  the  cow ;  but,  on  my  coming  into  the  fresh  air,  I  grew 
rather  faint,  and  cQuld  npt  taste  it.    Need  I  be  ashamed  to 
acknowledge,  tliat  the  first  dictates  of  my  heart  prompted 
me  to  fall  on  my  knees,  and  ejaculate  a  silent  thanksgiving 
to  the  God  of  n)y  deliverance;  since,  at  this  distant  time, 
I  never  think  of  it  but  the  tear  of  gratitude  stttrta  from  my 
,eye. 

Every  iporning  while  I  was  in  the  pit  I  tied  a  knot  in  thfe 
corner  of  my  handkerchief,  supposing  that,  if  I  died  there, 
and  my  bqcly  should  be  afterwards  found,  the  number  or 
knots  would  certify  how  many  days  I  had  lived.  Almost  the 
first  ques^Qu  my  iriends  asked  me  was,  how  lon^  I  had  beeu 
in  the  pit?  Imn^ediately  I  drew  my  handkerchief  from  my 
pocket,,and  bade  .them  count  the  knots.  They  found  s^ten, 
the  exact  number  of  nights  I  had  been  there.  Wfe  now 
^sted  put  of  the  wopd*    i  could  walk  without  s^pport ;  bttl 
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that  was  not  allowed,  each  person  present  striving  tb  shew 
me  how  much  tiiey  were  rejoiced  that  they  had  fonnd  me 
alive  *nd  so  well.   They  led  me  to  the  miller's  hoose,  where 
a  great  number  of  people  were  collected  to  see  me.  A  geir- 
tleman,  who  had  a  country  house  just  by,  very  kindly,  at 
my  reqnest,  sent  for  a  glass  of  wtjke  wine.    I  ordered  a 
piece  of  bread  to  be  toasted,  which  I  soaked  In  the  wrne; 
and  ate.    I  now  desired  the  miller's  wife  to  make  me  up  a 
bed»  fondly  thinking  that  nothing  more  was  wanting  than  a 
little  refreshing  sleep  to  terminate  my  misfortune.-    But, 
alas!  I  was  still  to  undergo  greater  sufferings  than  I  had  yet 
endured.    By  the  almost  continual  rains^  together  with  the 
cold  d»np  arising  from  the  wet  gfound  on  which  I  lay,  and 
not  being  able  to  take  the  least  exercise  to  keep  up  a  proper 
circulation  of  thd  blood,  my  legs  were  much  swelled  and 
benumbed.    Some  of  ihy  frien&  observing  this,  proposed 
lo  send  to  Glasgow  for  medical  advice.     I  at  first  declined 
it,  and  happy  had  it  been  for  me  if  I  had  pursued  my  own 
iaclioations;  but,  unfortunately  for  me,  a  physician  and  a 
surgeon  were  employed,  both  of  them  ignorant  of  what 
pught  to  have  been  done.     Instead  of  ordering  my  legs  into 
cold  water,  or  rubbing  them  >rith  a  coarse  towel,  to  bring 
on  a  gradual  circulation,  they  applied  hot  bricks  and  large 
pmiltices  to  my  feet.    This,  hy  Expanding  the  blood-vessek 
too  suddenly,  put  me  to  much  greater  torture  than  I  ever 
endured  in  tny  hfe,  and  not  only  prevented  my  enjoying 
that  lefreshing  sleep  I  so  much  wanted,  but  actually  pro'- 
duced  a  mortification  in  both  my  feet.     I  do  not  mean,  by 
reiating  this  circumstance,  to  reflect  on  the  faculty  in  ge- 
neral at  Glasgow;  for,  I  wa$  aftervmrds  attended  by  gentle- 
Bien  \yho  are  an  honour  to  the  profession.    The  same 
method  was  pursued  for  severad  dafys,  withotrteven  giving 
ine  l^be  bark  till  I  mentioned  it  myself.    This  happily  stopt 
the  progress  of  the  mortification,"  which  the  doctors  did  not 
taow  had  taken  place  till  the  miller**  wife  shewed  them  a 
black  spQt,  about  as  bro^d  as  a  shilling,  at  the  bottom  of  my 
left  heel.     In  a  djiv  or  two  more  the  whole  skin,  togetliet 
with  all  the  naifs  of  my  l^ft  fo6t,  and  three  from  my  right 
foot,  Q»uie  off  like  the  fingers  of  a  glove. 

Opposite  the  river  on  ^vhich  the  mill  stood  there  was  a 
hlea-oh-field.  It  is  custon^ary  for  th0  watchman  in  thfe  night 
to  blow  a  horn  toftighten  thie^fs.  This  I  frequently  heard 
when  I  was  in  the  pit ;  and  very  often  when  I  was  irt  a  sound 
steep  at  tha  miller^  I  have  been  a\vaken6d  by  it  ht  the 
greatest  horrors,  still  thinking  myself  in  the  pit;  so  thftt,  in 
Jactj^  I  suffered  ^s  rau<^  by  «a[ie^4nat^  as  froarreafity.    " 
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1  cpntihued  six  weeks  at  the  miller's,  when  the  roads  b^ 
c&me  too  bad  for  the  doctors  to  visit  me,  so  that  I  was  under 
the  necessity  of  being  carried  in  a  sedao  chair  to  my  lodg- 
ings in  Glasgow.  By  this  time  my  right  foot  was  quite  weli; 
but  in  my  left  foot,  where  the  above-mentioned  black  spot 
appeared,  there  was  a  large  wound,  and  it  too  plainly  proved 
ihixt  the  OS  calcis  wa«  nearly  all  decayed;  for,  the  surgeon 
could  put  his  probe  through  the  centre  of  it.    The  fl<lsii  toa    . 
at  the  bottom  of  my  foot  was  quite  separated  from  the  bones    . 
and  tendoos,  so  that  I  was  forced  to  submit  to  hav6  it  cut  off. 
In  this'painful  state  I  lay  several  months,  reduced  to  a  mere 
skeletop,  taking  thixty  drops  of  laudanum  every  night;  and^ 
thpugB  I^  somewhat  eased  the  pain  in  my  foot,^  it  was  gene- 
rally three  or  four  in  the  morning  before  I  got  any  rest.  My 
situation  now  became  truly  alarming;  I  had  a  consultation 
of  surgeons,  who  advised  me  to  wait  with  patience  for  an 
exfoliation,  when  they  had  not  the  least  doubt  but  they 
should  soon  cure  my  foot.    At  the  same  time  they  frankly 
acknowledged  that  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  the  precise 
time  when  that  would  happen,  as  it  might  be  six,  or  even 
twelve,  months,  before  it  came  to  pass.    In  my  emaciated 
condition  I  was  certain  that  it  wr.snot  possible  for  me  to  hold 
out  half  the  time :  and,  knowing  that  I  roust  be  a  very  great 
cripple  with  the  loss  of  my  heel  bone,  I  came  to  a  deter- 
mined resolution  to  have  my  leg  taken  off,  and  appointed 
the. very  next  day  fcnr  the  operation;  but'np  surgeon  eame 
near  me.  I  sincerely  believe  they  wished  to  perform  a  cure } 
but  being,  as  I  thought,  the  best  judge  of  my  own  feelings, 
I  was  resoli^ed  this  time  to  be  guided  by  my  own  opinion; 
accordingly,  on  the  2d  of  May,^  1770,  my  leg  was  taken  off 
a  little  below  the  knee.    Yet,  notwithstanding  I  had  sb  long 
endured  the  lod  of  affliction,  misfortunes  stilT  followed  me. 
About  three  hours  after  the  amputation  had  been  performed, 
and  when  I  was  quiet  in  bed,  1  fodnd  myself  nearly  fainting 
with  the  loss  of  blood ;  the  ligatures  had  all  given  way,  and 
the  axteries  had  bled  a  considerable  time  bcibre  it  was  dis^ 
covered.    By  this  time  the  wound  was  inflamed;  neverthe- 
less, i  was  under  the  necessity  of  once  more  submitting  to 
the  operation  of  the  needle,  and  the  principal  artery  was 
sewed  up  four  different  times  before  the  blood  was  stopped* 
I.suffered  much  for  two  or  three  days,  not  daring  to  take  a 
wink  of  sleep;  for  the  moment  I  shut  my  eyes,  my  stump 
(though  constantly  held  by  the  nerve)  would  take  such  con- 
vulsive motions,  that  I  really  think  a  stab  to  the  heart  could 
not  be  attended  with,  greater  pain.    My  blood  too  was  be- 
come ao  very  poor  and  thin,  that  it  absolutely  drained  through 
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tbe  TTOUnd  near  a  fortnight  after  liiy  leg  was  cut  off,  I  \if 
for  18  days  and  nights  in  onte  position^  not  datingr  to  move^ 
lest  the  ligature  should  again  give  way;  but  I  eoutd  endure 
it  lio  lortger,  aod  ventured  to  turn  niyself  in  bed  contrary  ta 
the  advice  of  my  surgeon,  which  I  happily  effected^  and 
never  felt  greater  pleasure  in  my  life.  Six  weeks  after  the 
amputjation,  £  went  out  in  a  sedan  chiair  for  the  benefit  of 
the  air,'  being  exactly  nine  months  from  the  day  I  fell  intd 
the  piti  Soon  after,  I  took  lodgings  in  the  country;  where, 
getting  plenty  of  warm  new  milk,  my  appetite  ajnd  stren^h 
increased  daily;  and  to  this  day^  I  bless  God,  I  do  enjoy 
perfect  health;  and  I  have  since  been  the  happy  father  of 
nine  children. 

1793,  July.  George  Speaiung* 
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From  the  Maidstone  journal,  June  18i 

'  *'  At  a  meeting  of  the  Kentish  Society  on  Thursday  last^ 
the  following  very  valuable  observations  were  communicated 
by  Mr*  Hunt,  gardener,  of  this  town; 

*'  A  great  custom  has  of  late  years  prevailed  in  these  parts 
among  gentlemen,  sportsmen,  and  game-keepers,  of  de*^ 
stroying  the  different  species  of  martens  or  swallows,  which 
entirely  live  upon  the  wing,  and  are  only  to  be  seen  in  this 
country  during  the  breeding  months  of  summer.  Mr.  H. 
remarked,  that  the  number  of  these  birds  has,  within  these 
few  years,  greatly  diminished,  and  that  the  present  year 
produces  infinitely  less  than  can  be  remembered  in  any  pre* 
ceding  one.  This  diminution  is  attributed,  in  part,  to  the 
wanton  havoc  made  of  them  by  practitioners  and  others  with 
their  guns,  who,  without  reflection,  destfoy  what  Providence 
sent  for  a  great  purpose.  By  shooting  the  old  birds,  the 
nestlings  are  in  consequence  destroyed;  which,  when  added 
to  a  number'  of  the  latter  lost  in  the  seas  by  migration  for 
the  winter,  unitedly  assign  a  just  reason  for  their  great  de^ 
crease.  Minute  observers  calculate,  that  one  oi  these  bird^ 
daily  destroys  some  hundreds  of  moths,  'flies,  and  other  in- 
sects, parents  of  the  alarming  swarms  of  caterpillars,  grubs, 
&c:  that  of  late  have  committed  such  disasters  in  the  gar- 
dens and  fields  on  vegetation  in  genetaL  Jt  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  the  abovc^-described  gentlein«&  will  diseoKtmtie 
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«hooting  or  destroying  any  swallow,  marten,  swift,  or  other 
bird#,  which  feed  in  tlight;  their  humanity  and  forbearance 
towards  this  valuable  and  inoffensive  part  of  the  feathered 
creation,  will  serve  to  reduce  the  very  noxious  insects  which 
annually  infest  the  British  islands." 

1793,  Aiig. 
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Mr.  Urban,  Hackney,  Sept.  23.   , 

As  you  have  inserted  a  remartable  story  in  your  Magazine 
for  May  last,*  I  here  inclose  you  another  narrative  of  that 
kind,  which  undoubtedly  conies  as  well  authenticated  as  the 
testimony  of  an  individual  can  render  it.  This  memorandum 
was  lately  found  aifiong  the  papers  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mores^ 
late  of  Layton,  in  Essex,  formerly  of  Queen's  College, 
Oxford,  (a  gentleman  of  unquestionable  veracity,  and 
highly  respected  for  his  learning  and  abilities,  who  died  in 
the  j'ear  1778.)  It  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  son,  Edward 
Rowe  Mores,  Esq.  who  has  authorised  me  to  lay  it  before 
the  public,  by  means  of  your  Magazine.  The  MS.  shall  re- 
main with  you  for  some  time,  for  the  inspection  of  any  gen- 
tleman who  may  wish  to  have  the  fullest  conviction  of  the 
authenticity  of  so  interesting  a  relation.  The  hand-writingf 
I  betieve  you  caa  testify,  as  you  were  well  acquainted  with 

the  man. 

Yours,  &c. 

J.  Payne.    , 

«<  Mr.  John  Bonnell,  was  a  Commoner  of  Queen's  Col* 
liege ;  he  was  remarkable  in  his  person  and  his  gait,  and  had 
a  particular  manner  of  hqlding  up  his  gown  behind,  so  that 
to  any  one  who  had  but  once  seen  him  he  might  be  known' 
by  bis  back  as  easily  as  by  his  face. 

<*  On  Sunday,  November  18,  1750,  at  noon,  Mr.  Ballard, 
who  was  then  of  Masdalen  College,  and  myself,  were  talk- 
ing tqgether  at  Parker's  door.  1  was  then  waiting  for  the 
sound  of  the  trumpet,  and  suddenly  Mr.  Ballard,  cried  out. 


•n^w 


*  See  page  447  of  this  Toturae. 

f  >  It  u  Qcrtaiuly  Mr.  M»ret^i.    Eur. 
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Lord  have  mercy  upon  liie,  who  is  that  coming  out  6f  yott 
college?  I  looked j  and  saw,  as  I  supposed,  Mr;  Bonnell^ 
and  replied,  He  is  a  gentleman  of  our  house,  and  his  nain^ 
iaBonnell;  he  comes  ffom  Stanton  Harcourt;  My  God! 
said  Mr.  Ballafd,  I  never  saw  such  a  face  in  all  my  life.  I 
answered  slightly,  His  face  is  much  the  same  as  i.t  always  is; 
I  think  it  is  a  little  more  inflamed  and  swelled  than  it  is 
sometimes,  perhaps  he  has  buckled  his  band  too  tight;  but 
1  should  ndt  have  observed  it  if  yoti  had  not  spoken.  Well, 
said  Mr.  Ballard  again^  I  never  shall  forget  him  as  long  as  I 
live ;  and  seemed  to  be  mucb  disconcerted  and  frightened. 

"  This  figure  I  saw  withodt  any  emption  or  Suspicion;  it 
came  down  the  quadrangle, ,  came  but  at  the  gate,  and 
walked  up  the  High*street;  we  followed  it  with  Our  eyes 
till  it  came  to  Cat-street,  where  it  was  lost.  The  trumpet 
then  sounded,  and  Mr.  Ballard,  and  I  patted^  and  t  went  into 
the  ball,  and  thought  no  more  of,  Mr.  Bonnell. 

^'  In  the  evening  the  prayers  of  the  chapel  were  desired 
for  one  who  was  in  a  very  sick  and  dangerous  cofiditioa 
When  I  came  out  of  the  chapel,  I  inquired  of  one  of  thitf 
scholars.  Jam^s  Harrison,  in  the  hearing  of  several  others 
who  were  standing  before  the  kitchen  iSre^  who  it  was  that 
was  prayed  for?  and  was  answered,  Mr.  Bonnell,  sen.  Bonnell^ 
sen.  said  t,  with  astonishment,  what's  the  matter  with  him  r 
he  was  very  well  to-day,  for  i  saw  him  go  out  to  dinner. 
You  are  very  much  mistaken,  answered  :^he  scholar,  for  he 
iias  not  been  out  of  his  bed  for  some  days*  I  then  asserted 
more  positively  that  I  had  seen  him,  and  tjbjat  a  ^entlem^ 
was  with  me  who  saw  him  too. 

"  This  came  presently  to  the  ears  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  who 
had  been  my  tutor.  After  supper  he  took  me  aside^  and 
questioned  me  about  it,  and  said,  he  was  very  sorry  I  had 
mentioned  the  matter*  so  publicly,  for  Mft  B.  was  dangefoiisly 
ill.  I  teplied,  I  was  very  sorry  too,  but  I  had  done  it  inno- 
cently ;  and  the  next  day  Mr.  B;  died* 

**  Inquiry  was  made  of  Mr*  Ballard  afteHi^rds^  ^ho  re«* 
lated  the  part  which  he  was  witness  to  in  the  same  manner  as* 
I  have  now  related  it;  adding,  that  I  told  him  the  gentlemari 
was  one  Mr.  Bonnell,  and  that  he  came  from  Stauion  Har^ 
eourt. 

17834  Oct  fitJUSl'^ 
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LXXXYIIL  Proposal  for  lending  nnall  Sutnt  to  the  Industriote 

Pooh 

Mr.  Urban,  Oct*  21* 

By  inserting  the  following  Proposal  in  yout  next  Magazine^ 
you  will  probably  further  the  interests  ^of  humanity,  and 
will  greatly  oblige 

An  Old  Corresi>ondent. 

A  Proposal  for  lcndin§  small  Sums  qfMon^for  a  short  Tinier 
without  Interest,  to  virtumcs  and  industrious  Persons  laboicT'^ 
ing  under  temyprary  Difficulties^ 

Various  are  the  methods  which  humanity  hais  suggested 
for  the  relief  of  poverty  and  distress,  while  too  little  atteti-^ 
tion  has  been  paid  to  any  plan  for  preventing  those  evils 
which  so  large  a  portion  of  mankind  are  bom  to  suffer*   It  is 
certain  that  the  unhappy  transition  from  competence  to  in-* 
digence  is  commonly  occasipned  by  a  temporary  diflSculty, 
which  might  be  removed  by  a  small  assistance  from  the  hand 
of  the  benevolent,  and  all  the  consequent  misery  avoided. 
The  labourer  or  manufacturer,   whose  daily  industry  is 
barely  sufficient  to  support  a  numerous  family,  is  perhaps 
kid  on  the  bed  of  sickness,  or,  without  any  misconmict^  for 
a  short  time  may  happen  to  be  unemployed ;  his  wife  and 
children  immediately  want  bread ;  and  shortly  after  comes  an 
unfeeling  landlord,  who  sells  the  little  furniture,  and  turns 
Out  the  poor  wretches  either  to  starve  or  become  a  burthen 
to  the  parish.    This  fixes  the  destiny  of  the  unfortunate 
fiimily  for  the  whole  remainder  of  life;  for  though  there  is  ^ 
laudable  pride,  even  in  the  lowest  individual,  which  make^ 
him  abhor  the  idea  of  bein^  dependent  on  parish  rates,  and 
excites  him  to  everv  exertion  fest  the  dear  little  objects  of 
his  j^i^ectipn  should  be  stigmatised  by  the  bad  ore  of  paupers  ; 
yet,  when  he  finds  the  disgrace  wholly  unavoidable,  ana  his 
name  is  once  registered  in  the  parochial  records  of  the  poor^ 
he  never  strives  to  regain  his  independence,  because  he 
thinks  his  reputation  irrecoverable. 

Too  often  also  it  happens  that,  for  a  small  debt,  the  poor 
man  is  shjut  up  in  prison  great  part  of  his  life,  and  rendered 
useless  to  his  family  and  the  public;  and,  though  the  Society 
for  liberating.  Persons  confined  fpr  small.  Debts  has  been 
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mucU  and   deservedly  applauded,  yet,  if  Charity'  should 
begin,  her  god-like  work  a  little  earlier,  and  prevent  those 
unfortunate  men  from  being  dragged  frort)  iiiseful  employ- 
ments,   and   the   arms  of  their  lamenting  families,  much 
greater  good  would  be  done.  This  is  evident  on  the  slightest 
consideration;  for,  when  the  father  is  committed  to  prison, 
the  children  must  be  provided  for  by  the  pai'ish,  or  they 
will  become?  vagrants,  and  a  pest  to  the  public.     The  vvife 
must  share  deeply  in  their  calamity,  and  perhaps  abandou? 
herself  to  despair*;  or,  if  her  temper  be  liveJj-,  and  her 
person  agreeable,  her  distresses  may  dispose  her  to  submit 
to  the  affluent  seducer.     Tho  prisoner  in  the  mean  while 
.  forgets  hi^  habits  of  industry,  and  ItXirns  those  vices  which 
the  illiterate  indolent  acquire  in  ail  situations,  hut  particu- 
larly in  that  school  of  iramoralityj  a  gaol.     Very  seldom  in* 
V  deed  it  happens,  that,  after  being  discharged  from  coh- 
.  finement,  he  collects  his  scattered  family,  resumes  his  for- 
.  mer.  calling,  and  recovers  his  credit  as  an  honest  and  indus- 
:  trious  man.     The  application  of  a  little  force  may  keep  tiie 
wheels  of  industry  going;  but,  i(  they  are  once  suft'ercdto 
stop,  any  attempt  to  set  them  in  motion  again  is  very  rarely 
successful.     Now,  could  occasional  relief  be  given  to  sucli 
a  person  while  struggling  with  his  adverse  condition,  be 
might  not  onlv  continue  to  be  the  support  of  his  family,  but, 
in  all  probability,  woidd  soon  he  able  to  repay  a  small  sum 
of  mone}^  yvhich  might  be  lent  him  from  a  fund,  if  it  should 
be  instituted  for  such  a  beneficent  purpose.     And,  as  the 
basis  of  such  ah  institution  must  entirely  depend  on  a  care- 
ful discrimination  of  character,  the  petitioners  should  cqaoc 
well  recommended,  by  three  or  more  respectable  neigh- 
bours, for  their  honesty  and  industry,  and  as  being  persons 
who  will  probably  be  able  to  discharge  the  loan  within  a  few 
months*     Those  who  should  abuse  this  charity,  by  refusing 
or  neglecting  te  return  the  mopey  at  the  time  proposed,  to 
be  excluded  from^  all  future  assistance,  and  to  be  sued  it 
their  circumstances  should  make  th^ir  conduct  criminal. 


'1^  One  melancholy  itastance  of  this,  which  occurred  in  the  Weit  of  England 
about  three  months  since,    may  be  here  mentioned.     A  poor  man,  who  sop- 
ported  his  ifairiiiy  by  carrying  coals  on  a  couple  of  small  hordes,  wasarresl«^ 
for  an.  inconsiderable  debt,  incurred  by  an  accidental  misfortune.     His  wiJ* 
soTd'hk  little  stookj  and  even  her  scanty  wardrobe,  but  unluckily  the  ainoant 
^na  abort  of  the  rfebt  and  costs  about  two  guineas;  the  debtor,  therefore,  wa' 
pfiiled  away  by  the  iron  grasp  of  bailiffs;  and  the  poor  wife,  distracted  attbe 
^ccpeof  her  husband's  distress,  and  the  shrieks  of  her  children,  iminedrrteljr 
•<Jeftroyed  her«lf !  Whose  heart  does  not  barn  with  a  4esir«  of  preventing  inch 
c«l»mities! 
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•  • 

For  the  credit  of  human  gratitude^  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
few  such  men  will  be  found;  but,  as  there  must  be  sbme 
debtors  to  this  institution/  whose  misfortunes,  by  long  con- 
tinuance, will  keep  them  insolvent,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
have  an  annual  subscription  to  support  it; 

There  are  some  benevolent  perscJiis,  who  atd  not  rendered 
feo  giddy  in  the  vortex  of  pleasure,  nor  so  deafened  by  the 
clamour  of  politics,  bilt  they  cati  ^till  hear  the  cry  of  human 
distress^  and  are  ready  to  give  every  possible  succour.    To 
such  only  is  this  Proposal  addressed;  and  they  are  earnestly 
requested  to  give  it  a  mature  consideration,  and  not  hastily 
dismiss  it  on  account  of  sortie  apparent  objections.    The 
proposer  is  sensible  that  great  difficulties  would  attend  the 
execution  of  this  plan,  iJut  he  does  not  think  them  insupe* 
Table;  and  surely  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  it  to  the 
virtuous  and  industrious  poor  is  of  such  importance  as  would 
well  justify  an  experiment  how  far  it  is  practicStble^     The 
common  objection  will  be,  that  few  will  be  able  and  willing 
to  repay  the  money  they  shall  botrowfi^m  such  funds*  But, 
if  a  proper  regard  be  paid  to  charactei',  it  is  hkely  this  will 
not  be  found  true.     But,  even  supposing  this  to  be  the  case, 
certainly  it  is  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  rejecting  this  Pro- 
posal.    For,  should  the  greater  part  of  the  sums  thus  ad-« 
."vanced  be  sunk,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  charity  can  never 
be  exercised  in  a  more  beneficial  manner.  The  assistance  we 
give  the  poor  is  generally  by  alms  to  those  who  either  rer 
ceive  parish^pay,  or  live  in  a  state  of  indolence  and  vagrancy, 
^nd  whose  impudence  makes  them  intrude  on  and  harrass 
the  benevolent.     By  such  persons  the  money  is  usually  mis* 
applied  to  the  purp9se5  of  intemperance,  or  unnecessary 
indulgence;  or,  at  best,  it  affords  but  a  short  relief  without 
productive  and  lasting  benefit.    For,  much  discretion  and 
economy  in  the  management  of  alms  cannot  be  expected 
Irom  those  whose  imprudence  iand  extravagance  have,  per^ 
haps,  contributed  to  reduce  them  to  .their  unhappy  situatiCTn. 
But  now,  if  the  money  so  bestowed  should  be  applied  to 
extricate  sober  and  diligent  persons  embarrassed  by  casual 
difficulties,  the  effifect  would  be  very  different;  for,  we  may 
lay  it  down  as  a  rule,  that, ,  where  there  is  no  prospect  but 
that  of  constant  want,  a  temporary  relief  will  be  transient 
and  ineffectual;  but,  if  the  want  be  only  temporary,  assist- 
.ance  will  "be  of  the  most  petop^nent  and  happy  consequence. 
In  this  latter  case  we  distribute  the  seeds  of  chanty,  which, 
bv  the  care  and  oiiUivation  of  the  receiver,  will  produce  a 
.plentiful  harvest*    We  deliver  a,  talent  which  will  not  be 

K  k  3 
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hidden  in  the  earth,  but  of  which  the  good  and  faithful  tcr- 
vant  will  make  a  tenfold  increase. 

1793,  Nov. 


LXXXK.  Cold  Water  recommended  tot  a  ScalJ^ 

Mr.  Urban,  Truroy  Cornwall^  JVw.4. 

Though  the  following  communication  his  alfeadjip* 
peared  in  a  periodical  work,  as  the  tendency  of  it  must  be 
admitted  to  oe  generally  useful,  I  am  sure  l  need  not  apo- 
logise for  requesting  that  it  may  be  inserted  in  the  Gentle- 
inan*s  Magazine.    Its  utility  alone  must  be  its  tfeeommei)* 
dation^  for,  it   has  little  or  nothing  of  novelty   to  plead 
in  its  fevour;  though  it  may  appear  bdd  that  the  late  Mr. 
Hunker,  a  man  of  uhquestionabie  reputation,  and  little  ac- 
customed to  bestow  praise  where  it  .was  not  due,  should  hare 
given  great  credit  to  a  well-meaning  btewer  of  Edinbttfgh, 
whose  name,  I  think,  is  Cie^hom,  for  the  communication 
of  the  peculiar  virtues  of  cold  vinegar  applied  to  receot 
burns  or  scalds;  as  if  he  had  been  entitled  to  the  merit  of 
inaking  a  discovery  on  the  subject.  *  The  history  of  coMap- 
plicationls  in  the  treatment  of  inflammations  is  too  well  koowii 
to  make  any  disquisition  on  the  subject  nectary  kere. 
There  are  rew  persons  unacquainted  with  their  efficacj'. 
The  most  material  inquiry  is,  what  is  the  best  applicatioD for 
Ihe  purpose  df  obviating  the  bad  effects  of  the  more  com- 
'fiion  Occidents  of  this  kmd,  produced  by  fire,  boiling  water, 
atid  oth^r  hot  liquid  substances?    The  following  case  maj 
aiSbrd  a  conclusion  on  the  subject,  which  is  tnuch  in  fiiToar 
of  a  remiedy  that  is  always  near  at  hand,  and  the  applicatioa' 
of  which  is  attended  with  less  inconvenience  than  almost 
any  other  with  which  1  tun  acquainted.     In  saying  this^  I<lo 
not  mean  to  assert  its  superior  efficacy  to  evety  other  lotion; 
on  the  contrary,  1  think  that  some  articles  of  the  Jfc/^ 
Medica  might,  possibly,  in  some  cases,  give  it  additioDii 
'  virt^ue;  but  it  has  this  grand  advantage  over  the  ordinarf 
medical  or  chirurgtcal  aids,  that  it  is  always  near  at  baofli 
and,  in  the  cases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  the  least  deby 
precludes  the  possibility  of  obtaining  effectual  as»is»oc<' 
In  support  then  of  the  usefulness  of  cold  wateir  in  the  curt 
of  recent  scalds,  I  beg  leave  to  relate  the^oUowing  fact  h 
the  winter  of  1768,  1  was  sitting  near  a  fire  on  which '"'^ 
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placed  a  large  tea-kettie  filled  with  water,  that  was  then  of 
a  boiling  heat.  The  vessel  slipped  from  off  thie  fire,  and  the 
whole,  .or  the  greater  part,  of  its  contents  was  thrown  over 
one  of  my  legs.  To  lessen  the  extreme  iieat  land  pain  which 
were  ins^tantly  produced,  the  first  thing  that  struck  me  waa 
the  affudipn  ox  cold  water  out  of  a  large  decanter  which 
,£[>rttinatiely  stood  «t  the  time  oqthe  toble^and  wjuch  I  Qiade, 
without  waiting  to  t^ke  off  my  stocking,  over  the  f^ffected 
parts«  Ip  the  mean  time^  feeling  some  relief  from  the  ap- 
plication of  cold;i  r  ordered  a. pail  of  waiter  to  be  procured, 
v2Q  which  jl  immersed  the  leg  repeatedly ;  and  this  I  con- 
tinued to  do  for  nearly  two  hours  (as  well  as  1  can  now  recol- 
lect), g^etting  a  fresh  j^ail  of  water  as  soon  as  any  sensibly 
degree  of  warmth  was  communicated  by  the  scalded  liml> 
.to  that  which  I  had  been  usin^.  Having  oy  these  repeateci 
immersions  almost,  if  not  entirely,  got  rid  of  the  heat  and 
smarting,  1  proceeded  to  draw  off  my  stocking  with  some 
^cauuon,  ana  not  without  suspicion  that  a  part  ot  the  cuticle 
would  have  been  removed  along  with  it.  But  I  was  agree- 
ably surprised  to  find  that  the  skin  had  suffered  little  or  no 
injury,  except  that  it  was  a  Jittle  shrivelled,  and  stiff  in  some 
.places,  which  was  as  likely  to  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
.cold  a9  the  hot  water.  No  vesication  succeeded ;  and,  ex- 
cept a  little  peeling  of  the  skin,  and  some  partial  stiffness* 
which  was  soon  removed  by  rubbing  the  surface  with  oil,  J 
,never  felt  any  subsequent  inconvenience.  To  those  who 
may  chance  to  suffer  a  similar  accident,  I  may  venture  from 
.this  fact,  independently  of  any  theory  in  its  favour,  to  re- 
. commend  the  hke  mode  of  treating  it.  Oil,  which  is  no  un- 
'irequent  supplication,  is  a  bad  one,  as  it  is  a  bad  conductor 
of  beat,  and  as  it  tends  therefore  to  increase  the  heat  of  the 
surface  to  which  it  may  be  applied.  Vinegar,  thouffhit  has 
Jbeeh  considered  to  possess  a  sedative  quality,  and  therefore 
to  be  useful  in  such  cases,  as  it  will  irritate  much  more  than* 
M'ater,  is,  pn  that  account,  less  proper:  and  the  same  may 
be  said  of  all  acids.  Even  le;ad  dissolved  in  vinegar,  which 
makes  the  famous  extract  of  Mr.  feoulard,  is  liable,  in  my 
opinion,  to  the  same  objection. 

It  is  hardly  requisite  to  add,  that  there  is  a  necessity  of 

,m.aking  the  application  of  cold  water  as  speedily  as  possible 

after  the  accident;  for,  if  it  be  delayed  till  blistering  has 

taken  piace^  which  will  h&ppen  i^  a  very  short  spage  of  time, 

.eny  application  made,  with  aviewto  effect  a  complete  cure, 

*IWst  pipve  ineffectual  -  . 

4793,  fiff.  WO-UAM  May. 
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XC.  Sir  AfihtoQ  Liter's  Directions  for  preserving  Birds^&c 

Mr.  Urban,  Dee.  M. 

In  reply  to  the  request  of  A  Constant  Reader,  I  send  jou 
the  following  extracts  from  a  paper,  which  was,  I  belieTC, 
put  into  my  hunds  by  the  late  Sir  Ashton  Lever,  at  Alkrinf- 
ton,  near  twenty  years  ago;  in  which,  after  escplainingto 
his  friends  what  are  "  the  subjects^  he  is  desirous  to  obtain," 
Jie  "  lays  down  a  method  for  their  preservation  and  safe  con- 
veyance, calculated  to  give  as  little  trouble  as  possible."— 
^^  Large  beasts  should  be  carefully  skinned,  with  the  horns, 
scull,  jaws,  taij,  and  feet,  left  entire :  the  skin  may  then  either 
be  put  into  a  vessel  of  spirit,  or  else  rubbed  well  on  the  inside 
witn  the  mixture  of  salt,  alum,  and  pepper,  hereafter  men' 
tioned,  and  hung  to  dry.  Small  beasts  may  be  put  into  a 
cask  of  rum,  or  any  other  spirits.  Lar^e  birds  may  be  treated 
as  large  beasts,  but  most  not  be  put  m  spirits.  Small  birds 
m?iy  be  preserved  in  the  following  manner:  take  out  the 
entrails,  open  a  passage  to  the  brain,  which  should  be 
scooped  out  through  the  mouth ;  introduce  into  the  cavities 
of^  the  sfcull  and  the  whole  body  some  of  the  mixture  of  sal^ 
alum,  and  pepper,  putting  some  through  the  gullet  and 
whole  length  of  the  neck,  then  hang  the  bird  in  a  cool  airjr 
place,  first  by  the  feet,  that  the  body  may  be  impregnated 
Dy  the  salts,  and  afterward  by  a  thread  through  the  under 
mandible  of  the  bill,  till  it  appears  to  be  sweet,  then  hang 
it  in  the  spn,  or  near  a  fire :  after  it  is  well  dried,  clear  out 
what  remains  loose  of  the  mixture,  and  fill  the  cavity  of  the 
body  with  wool,  oakum,  or  any  soft  substance,  and  pack  it 
smooth  in  paper.  Large  fishes  should  be  opened  in  the 
belly^  the  entrails  taken  out,  arid  the  inside  well  rubbed  with 
the  preparation  of  salt,  alum,  and  pepper,  and  stuffed 
with  oakum.  Small  fishes  put  in  spirits,  as  well  as  reptiles 
p,nd  insects,  except  butterflies  and  moths,  and  any  insects 
of  fine  colours,  which  should  be  pinned  down  in  a  box  pre* 
pared  for  that  purpose,  with  their  wings  e^icpanded.  With 
regard  to  birds  shot  in  this  kingdom,  I  wish  to  have  them 
sent  fresh  killed;  only  observe  to  put  tow  into  the  mouth, 
and  upon  any  wound  the  bird  may  have  received,  to  pre- 
vent the  feathers  bein^  soiled,  arid  then  wrap  it  smootfrift* 
full  length  ip  paper,  and  pack  it  close  in  ai  box.  And  if  it 
be  sent  from  a  great  distance,  the  entrails  should  be  ex- 
tracted, and  the  cavity  filled  ivith  tow  dipt  in  rum  or  other 
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spiidti.  The  foUowing  naixture  is  proper  for  the  ps^servation 
of  animals:  one  pound  of  salt,  four  ounces  of  alum,  two 
ounces  of  pepper,  powdered  together. 

"1  should  be  particularly  obliged  to  such  captains  of  ships 
as  vvo;uld  set  apart  a  small  cask  of  spirits,  into  which  they 
may  piit  every  uncommon  sea  production  which  they  meet 
with  during  their  voyage,  wrapping  every  article  separate  in 
a  rag,  or  a  little  oakum." 

1793,  Suppl  E, 


XCI.    A  Royal   Hawk.— King  James's  Hawking. — Sir  Anthony 
Weldon. — ^Weldon's  Court  of  King  James. 

Mr.  Urban,  Feb.  1 5. 

In  the  b^ginnifig  of  September  last,  a  paragraph  appeared 
in  several,  newspapers,  mentioping,^  that  a  hawk  had  been 
found  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  brought  from  thence 
by  one  of  the  India  ships,  having  on  its  neck  a  gold  coUaF, 
on  which  was  engraven  the  following  words : 

^  This  goodlie  hawk  doth  belong  to  his  Most  Excellent 
Majestie,  James  Kinge  of  England.    A.  D.  1610." 

On  seeing  this  account,  an  anecdote  immediately  occurred 
to  me,  which  I  had  lately  met  with  in  a  curious  old  manii* 
script,  containing  some  remarks  and  observations  on  the 
migration  of  birds,  and  their  flying  to  far  distant  regions ; 
and  which,  if  you  thin)c  it  may  throw  any  light  on  the  sub-^ 
ject,  now  much  attended  to  by  naturalists,  or  confirm  the  . 
opinioi>  of  some,  respecting  the  longevity  of  birds  of  prey, 
is  much  9t  your  service.    The  words  from  my  author  arci  as 
follow:    ^^  And  here  I  call  to  mind  a  story  of  bur  Anthony 
Weldon,  in  his  *  Court  and  Character  of  Kine  James;'  *The 
King,'  saith  he,  '  being  at  Newmarket,  delighted  much  to 
fly  his  goshawk  at  herons;  and  the  manner  of  the  conflict 
was  this ;  the  heron  would  mount,  and  the  goshawk  would 
get  much  above  it ;  then,  when  the  hawk  stooped  at  the 
game,  the  heron  would  turn  up  its  belly,  to  receive  him  , 
wi^h  his  claws  and  sharp  bill ;  which  the  hawk  perceiving, 
tvould  dodge  and  pass  by,  rather  than  endanger  itself.    This 
pastime  being  over,  both  the  hawk  and  heron  would  mount 
iB^gain,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  till  the  hawk  would  be 
at  another  attempt;  and,  after  divers  such  assults,  usuatlyi 
by  s^me  lucky  hit  or  other,  the  hawk  would  ^|ing  l^ei? 

Kk4  '  '         ^ 
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down;  but  one  day,  a  most  excellent  hawk  being  at  tW 
game^  in  the  king's  presence,  mounted  so  high -with  his 
game,  that  both  hawk  and  heron  got  cut  of  sight,  and  were 
never  seen  more;  inquin^  was  made,  not  only  ell  o?er 
England,  but  in  all  the  roreign  princes  courts  in  Europe, 
th<&  hawk  having  the  king's  jesses,  and  marks  sufficient, 
whereby  it  might  be  known ;  but  all  their  inquiries  proved 
ineffectual.** 

Hoping,  Mr.  Urban,  that  the  above  communication  may 
provfe  acceptable  to  some  of  your  readers,  either  as  a  mat- 
ter of  amusement,  or  occasioning  some  farther. inquiry  to 
be  made  after  the  hawk  lately  brought  over  from  the  Cape, 
Ivemain) 

Yoursy  &c« 

T.  S, 


Mr.  tJRBAK,  March  S,  1793. 

MENTION  19  made  in  your  last  Ma&^azine,  of  the  hawk 
(fouad.at  the  Cape  of  Qood  tlope)  with  an  inscription  (m 
his  collar,  indicating  his  having  belonged  to  James  I.  of 
£ogIand.  Your  correspondent  infers,  wim  great  probabilitTt 
the  authenticity  of  the  inscription,  from  an  anecdbte  (whicb^ 
be  pays^  he .  lately  met  with  in  an  old  manuscript)  alluding 
tQ.  Sir  Aiithpny  Weldop's  Court  of  King  James.  Having 
lately  read  that  cyrious  .book,  I  recollected  the  circum* 
fitanqe.  and  turned  tp  .the  passage  alluded  to,  which  indeedi 
a9tP  the  chief  circumstanpe  of  the  hawk's  disapj>eario|,  is 
laithfuily  quotedy  but  ki  Weldon  no  miention  is  piade  of  the 
l^illiQer  or  conflict,  &c.  As  it  xa^y  probably  be  nofon* 
pleasing  to  many  of  your  readers,  I  baye  sent  you^  the  pas* 
aageiA  question  faithfully  transcribed  from  Sir  A.  Weldon"! 

lii^tory^     ,    ^  ' .    .        .,    ^ 

.,  ^,iT\^^,  frcnch^  sending  over, his  Falconers  to  shew  diat 
lijpi<»rt,  his  m^ister  Falconer  la,y  long  here,  but  could  not  kiH 
phe  kite,,  ours  bi^ng  9i9re  magnaniipous  than  the  Freo^ 
l^ite,  Sir  Thonia4  MonsoT^  desired  to  have  tljiat  flight  in  all 
lexquisitepess,  apd  to  that  epd  wa&f  at  lOOl^cbarge  in  Go^ 
^aulqon^  for  that  flight;  in  all  that  charge,  be  n^ji^''.!^^ 
butx  one  cast  would  performe  it>  and  thqse  bad  Hilled  niQ0 
kites^  never  missed  one.    The  Ea^rte  of  Petnbrdke^  with  aU 


^m^mi^mmmm0mmmmmmmmmtrm'immi9mmmt^m0^'mmmmmfm9Km^m,i^mma^mmmmm'^a^ 
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Sir  AnthotafWiMm.-'^'^eUmisCowHtfKikg  davits.    90$ 

the  Lords,  desired  d>e  king  but  to  walk  out  of  Beystott, 
town's  end,  to  see  that  fligot,  which  wa$  one  of  the  most 
stateliest  &ghts  of  the  woHcl,  for  the  high  mountee;  tbe- 
king  went  unwillingly  forth,  the  flight  wai>  shewed,  hut  the 
kite  went  to  such  a  mountee,  as  all  the  field  lest  sight  of 
kite  and  hawke  and  all,  and  neither  kite  nor  hawke  wera 
Either  seen  or  heard  of  to  this  preseot,  which  miide  aU  tbe 
court  conjecture  it  a  very  ill  mnen.'" 

i  shall  be  obliged  to  any  of  yout- ingsoioDs  correspODd^i 
eots  for  some  account  of  the  author  and  book  I  have  juet 
quoted.  It  abounds  with  curious  anecdotes  of  the  great 
s^n  and  transactions  of  those  times,  of  which  the  author 
is  said,  in  the  title-page,  to  have  been  an  ei/e  and  emre  veF- 
nase.  What  degree  of  faith  is  due  to  diem>  at  pretent,  Z 
*m  ratber  at  a  Joss  to  determine. 

Yours,  Sic. 

J.W. 


Mk.  Urban,  Jpril  25. 

Your  correspondent  J.  W.  may  find,  in  the  Antiquarian 
Repertory,  yoI.  III.  p.  2S,  a  half-length  portrait  of  Sir  An- 
tony Weidon,  from  a  drawing  in  the  collection  of  the  pre- 
isent  Earl  of  Bute,  in  which  his  feieiis  represented  as  nn- 
pleasing  and  disagreeable,'  as  his  character  is  unworthy  and 
despjcithle  in  a  short  memoir  which  accompanies  the  por~ 
trait,  extracted  from  Wood's  Athenre.  In  pp.  IDS,  t94,  ttf 
the  same  volume,  Mr.  Thorpe,  of  Bexley,  has  favoured  the 
editor  with  some  strictures  on  the  tore^ing  extract,  contain- 
ing a  good  account  of  the  family  ot  Weidon,  by  which  it 
appears  that  Mr.  Wood  was  wrong  in  saying  that  Sir  Antony 
"  was  bom  of  mean  extraction,"  though  Mr.  Thorpe  has  no- 
thing to  say  in  vindication  of  his  personal  chai^tcter.    > 

E. 


Mk.  Ubbah,  '  Jtme^, 

,,  J.  W.  has  requested  to  know  what  degree  of -faith  is  dm 
to  Weldon's  Court  of  King  James.     The  f  ' 

.may  assist  his  inquiiy.     Ant.  Wood   (Atfa.  C 

'•'  it  was  accounted  a  most  notorious  libel"— 

^Engl.  II.  1 89)  denominates  it  prop^ly  "  but 
Dr.  Campbell  (Biog.  Brit  III.  684)  asserts,  " 

.and  eviaeoce  it  contains  are  -^-ne  v^ie  -at  -all."  Ulut 
Weidon,  indeed,  was  author  of  the  work,  as  the  title-pag« 
intvnates,  by-fte  initials  ot  Sir  A-  W,  flr  ttirt  fhcTtfal  author 
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was  an  eye  and  ear  witness  of  the  circumstances  he  records, 
are  points  separately  combated  and  denied' in  an  answer  ta  | 
the  pamphlet  itself,  cntituled  "  Aulicus  Coquinarias;"  and 
printed  in  the  same  year,  1650.  Which  book,  says  the 
Oxford  historian  (ut  supra)  involves  much  of  a  MS.  in  the 
Bodleian  Library,  written  by  Bishop  Goodman,  and  in- 
scribed **  The  Court  of  King  James,  by  Sir  A.  W.  reviewed." 
This  vindication  of  the  Kin^  and  his  Court  contains  a  mul- 
titude of  complex  or  contradictory  relations,  in  which  **  con- 
fusion is  worse  confounded"  thiln  before.  And,  as  it  was 
professedly  published  to 'exculpate  those  persons  and  trans- 
actions, which'  had  been  reflected  on  in  the  work  ascribed 
to  Sir  A.  W.  there  can  (in.aU  probability)  be  little  just  reli- 
ance placed  in  the  opposite  assurances  either  of  the  one 
writer  or  the  other.  Secret  histories  are  at  best  suspicion; 
and  that  strange  complication  of  mystery  v^htch  hung  over 
certair>  events  in  the  reign  of  our  first  James,  seems  Ulso  to 
have  involved  the  narration  of  them. 

For  the  farther  satisfaction  of  j'our  correspondent  J.  W. 
I  beg  to  add,  that  A.  Wood  persists  in  considering  Weldon 
as  the  real  author,  nbtw'ithstanding  the  preface  to  **  Aulicuji 
Coquinariae"  declares  "  The  brat  was  only  fathered  upon 
him,*'  and,  although  the  title-page  describes  it  as '*^r€- 
tended  to  be  penned  by  Sir  A.  W.  and  published  since  his 

death." 

In  the  transcript  from  Weldon's  History,  the  charge 
for  gos-faulcons  should  be  printed  lOOOl.  instead  of  lOOl. 
according  to  the  edition  of  1650,  p.  105. 

1793,  Feh  Marchj  Aprils  June.  ^  T.  P. 


XCIL  On  the  Progressive  Introduction  of  Newspapers. 
Account  of  the  first  Newspapers  established  in  England*. 

'  'JtJLY^,  1662,  a  very  extraordinary  question  arose,  about 

preventingthe  publication  of  the  debates  of  the  Irish  Par- 

;fiament  in  an  English  newspaper  called  Tke  Intelligencer-, 

ZixiA  a  letter  was  written  from  the  Speaker  to  Sir  Edward 

•Nicholas,  the  English  secretary  of  state,  to  prevent  thesfe 


\ . 
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publicatiops.in  those  diurnals,  as  they  call  them.  The 
/jondon  Gazefi€  comineQced  Nov.  7,  l^GS,  It  was  at  first 
c^aUed.  jbQ  O^rford  Gazette,  from  its  being  printed  there 
duripg  a  session  of  parhament  held  there  on  account  of  the 
last  plague.  Antecedent  to  this  period,  Sir  R.  L*  Estrange 
ptubli^^cl  the  first  daily  newspaper  in  I^ngland, 

;  From  the  following  passage  in' Tacitus,  it  appears  "that 
someAvhat  like  newspapers  w^re  circulated  in  the  Roman 
estate;  "  Piurha  populi  Romani,  per  provincias,  per  exer* 
citaSy  curatius  leguntur  ut  noscatur,  (juid  Thrasea  non 
/ecerit."  '^  , 

In  a  note  of  Mr.  Murphy's  excellent  translation  of  Ta- 
citus he  laments  tUat  none  of  these  diurnals,  or  newspapers, 
^s  he  calls  them,  had  been  preserved,  as  they  would  cast 
grelit  light  upon  the  private  life  and  maimers  of  the  Romatis. 
/  With  the  long  parliament  oViginated  appeals  to  the  peo* 
pie,  by  accounts  of  their  proceedings.  These  appe^ired 
periodically,  from  the  first  of  tbem^  called  "  Diurnal  Oc-» 
<;urrences  of  Parliament,"  Nov.  3,  1641,  to  the  Restoradon. 

These  were  somewhat  like  pur  Magazines,  and  they  were 
generally  <?alled  "  Mercuries;  ^s  Mercurius Politicus;  Mer^ 
i^urius  Rusticus\  and  one  of  them,  in  1644,  appears  urider 
^he  odd  title  of  Mercurius  Fumigosus^  or  the  Spaoakiug 
Nocturnal."  , 

The  number  of  these  publications  appears,  from  a  list  in 
an  accurate^  new,  and  valuable  piece  of  biography,  from 
1641,  to  1660,  to  have  be^n  156, 

These  publications  of  parliamentary  proceedings  were 
interdicted  after  the  Restoration,  ds  appears  from  a  debate 
in  Grey's  Collection,  March  24,  1681;  in  consequence  of 
which,  ,the  votes  of  the  House  of  Commons  were  first 
printed  by  authoritytrf  parliamenr. *-•-      -  •- -    - 

From  the  first  regular  paper,  the  above-mentioned  Public 
Jnielligencery  commencing  Aug.  Si,  1661,  th^jre  were,  to 
1688,  Jivith  tlie  Gaz^te,  which  continued  rej^ulariy,  as  at 
present,  from  Nov.  7,' 1665,  70  papers,  ^ome  of  a  short,  and 
others  of  a  longer  duration. 

The  first  daily  paper,  after  th^e  Revolution,  was  called 
^'The  Orange  Intelligencer;"  and  thence  to  1692  thej-e 
>v6re  26  newspapers. 

From  an  advf  rtlsiement  in  a  weekly  paper,  ci^Ued  "  The 
Athenian  Gazette,"  Feb.  8,  1696,  it  appears,  that  tJie 
coffee-houses  in  London  had  then,  cxcliisive  of  votes  of 
parliament,  nine  newspapers  every  week ;  but  there  seeins 
pot  to  have  been  in  1696  one  daily  paper. 


S6t     On  tlU  Progressive  Intr/)Aieiion  (^  Jfewspapets. 

In  the  reign  of  ^ueen  Anne,  there  were,  in  170a,  !• 
newspapers  published ;  of  which,  however,  only  one  wat 
'%  daily  paper,  The  London  Courant 

In  the  reign  of  George  I.  in  1724,  there  were  published 
three  daily,  six  weekly,  and  ten  evening  papers,  three 
times  a  week. 

.  In  the  late  reign  th^«  were  published  of  newspapers  in 
I^ondon,  and  in  all  England,  in  1753       — --^        7,41  i,T57 

1760        M64,790 

And  in  the  present  reign,  in    1790        .  .  -       14,035,639 

1791        — *       14,794,153 
1792        15,005,760* 


Though  Venice  produced  the  first  Gazette  in  1556,  it 
was  circulated  in  manuscript  long  after  the  invention  of 
printing,  to  the  close  of  the  16th  century^  tfs  appears  ircmi 
a  collection  of  these  Gazettes  in  the  Magliabechian  libraiy  at 
•Florence,  accordine  ^o  Mr.  Chalmers,  in  his  curious  and 
entertaining  Life  of  Ruddiman,  p.  114. 

Mr.  Chalmers  observes,  that  it  may  gratify  our  national 
pride  to  be  told  that  we  owe  to  the  wisdom  of  Elizabeth, 
and  the  prudence  of  Burleigh,  the  circulatton  of  the  first 
genuine  newspaper,  "  The  English  Mercuric,'*  printed 
during  the  time  of  the  Spanish  armada.  The  first  number, 
preserved  still  in  the  British  Museum,  is  marked  SO ;  it  is 
dated  the  23d  of  July,  1588,  and  contains  the  following  cu« 
riousarticte: 

-   **  Yesterday  the  Scotch  Ambassador  had  a  private  ^udi-* 
encc  of  her  Majesty,  and  delivered  a  letter  from  the  King 

I  ■  ''  '    '  "    .    '■  '  I    r  I   I  ' "  [I  1       I  i,u,,  ,  1 1  - 

*  tn  the  year  1808  therp  were  piiblished: 

taXondon    tHWy  Mornmg  ptpers    — — ^        — .*-       -i^-«  ..*— "  9 

■■■f   .    ■     IlaHy:£V^iti?p«pets    '-*-?-^       --f-*^  m-^^  .^^^^  V 

m  ,m  I  ,     ->     Three  .timea  a  Mieek        *"»■■■«        i-*-^  n..  »■  •_.  9 

.     .               On  Sundays          >  *             .-      .  — i.*.  »    ■■.  -  .—  ^ 

■  ■  -  ■             Once  a  wf^  on  other  days           *— —  *— •  -r— >  *  19 

.T©*^mLftodon                ,— — .  — *^  -— .  ..^  .,^_  51 

ICountry  papers  in^agland  u^—  *—  ■    :>-  —^^  $S 

Tffen  in  Ireland             — ^  — —  *— i-  — —  — ^  S5 

'  vi^apersiitSo^tiaifd            —  ■■•—  -«-—  ■    .a  .^m^  19 

TptaUn<3reatBrltahLandIrelai^4    "--^       *-«-«••       •^-^       ^*r.r^     5U3 


'    On  the  Progressive  Inircfduction  of  Newspapers.      509 

his  master^  containing  t;he  most  cordial  assurances  of  adher<* 
ing  to  her  Maiesty*s  interests,  and  to  those  of.the  Protestant 
Religion ;  and  the  young  King  said  to  her  Majesty's  Minis- 
ter at  hb  court,  that  SX  the  favour  he  expected  from  the 
Spaniards  was,  the  courtesy  of  Polyphemus  to  'Ulysses, 
that  he  should  be  devoured  the  last." 

These  Publications  were  however  then,  and. long  aftef^ 
fmblished  in  the  shape  of  small  pamplilets;  and  so  they 
were  called-in  a  tract  of  one  Burton,  in  1614:  **  If  anyone 
read  now-a-days,  it  is  a  play-book  or  a  phamphletof  newes,** 
for  so  the  word  was  originally  spelled. 

From  U88  to  1622,  and  during  the  pacific  reign  of  Jame$ 
the  First,  few  of  these  publications  appeared;  but  the  30 
years  war,  and  the  victories,  of  the  great  King  Gustavul 
Adolphus,  having  excited  the  curiosity  of  our  countrymen, 
a  weekly  paper  called  **  The  Newes  of  the  present  W  eek,^ 
was  printed  by  Nathaniel  Butter,  in  1622,  which  was  con- 
tinued afterwards  in  1626,  under  another  title,  by  Mercu- 
tius  Britannicus  ;  and  they  were  succeeded  by  the  German 
Intelligencer  in  1630,  and  the  Swedish  Intelligencer  in  1631, 
which  last  was  compiled  by  William  Watts,  of  Caius  Col- 
lege, who  was  a  learned  man,  and  who  thus  gratified  tbe 
public  curiosity  with  the  exploits  of  the  Swedish  hero,  in  ml, 
quarto  pamphlet. 

The  great  rebellion  in  1641,  W£^s  productive  of  abundance 
^f  those  periodical  tracts  abbve-mentioned,  as  well  as  of  alji 
those  that  have  been  published  since  the  first  newspaper  that 
appeared  in  the  present  forn^  the  Public  Intelligeiitcer,  pab« 
lijhed  by  Sir  Roger  L'  Estrange,  Aug.  31,  1661. 

Mr.  Chalmers  subjoins  to  uiese  curious  researches,  the 
Account  of  the  first  paper  printed  in  Scotland^  in  February, 
1699,  the  Edinburgh  iSazette,  which  was  accompanied  af- 
terwards, in  1705,  oy  the  Edinburgh  Courant;  and,  at  the 
period  of  the  Union,  Scotland  had  only  three  newspapers. 

The  publication  of  the  Caledonian  Mercury,  by  Kuddi*- 
tnan,  April  28,  1720,  led  this  curious  and  entertaining  bi- 
ographer to  this  minute  and  laborious  investigation ;  from 
wnicn  it  appears,  that  England  had  in  1792,  3^  town  and 
70  country  papers;  Scotland,  14  newspapers,  published  at 
Edinburgh  and  in  the  country. 


tSlO  CurtQUs  Chirwrgitai.Opsratmn, 


XClII.  Curibus  Chirurgical  Operation. 

Mr.  Urbatt,  dcL9i 

A  FRIPwND  has  transmitted  to  me,  from  the  East  Indies, 
tlie  following  very  curious,  and,  in  Europe,  I  believe,  un^ 
known  chirurgical  operation,  which  has  long  been  practised 
in  India  with  success;  namely^  aiHxing  a  new  nose  on  a 
nian^s  face, 

Cowasjee,  a  Mahratta  of  the  cast  of  husbandman,  was  a 
bullock-driver  with  the  English  army,  in  the  war  of  1792, 
And  wai  'made  a  prisoner  by  Tippoo,  who  cut  oflP  his  nose, 
and  one  of  his  hands.     In  this  state  he  joined  the  Bombay 
army  near  Seringapatam,  and  is  now  a 'pensioner  of  the 
Honourable  East  India  Conapany,     For  above  12  months  he 
remained  without  a  nose,  when  he  had  a  new  one  putoo  by 
a  man  of  the  brickmaker  cast,  near  Poonah.    This  opera- 
tion is  not  uncommon  in  India,  and  has  been  practised  fr6m 
time  immemorial.    Two  of  the  medical  gentlemen,   Mr. 
Thomas  Cruso,  and  Mr.  James  Trindlay,  of. the  Bombay 
presidency,  have  seen  it  performed,  as  follows:  A  thin  plate 
of  wax  is  fitted  to  the  stuqip  of  the  nose,  .so  as  to  jnake  a 
nose  of  a  good  appearance.     It  is  then  flattened,  and  laid 
oa  the  forehead.    A  line  is  drawn  round^the  wax,  and  the 
operator  then  dissects  off  as  much  skin  as  it  covered,  leav- 
ing undivided  a  small  slip  between  the  eyes.   This  slip  pre- 
serv-es  the  circulation  tiHan  union  has  taken  place  between 
,the  new  and  old  parts.    The  cicatrix  of  the  stump  of  the 
nose  is  next  pared  off,  and  immediately  behind  this  raw 
part. an  incision  is  made  through  the  skin,  which  passes 
around  both  a/^,  and  goes  along  the  upper  lip.    The  skin, 
is  now  brought  down  from  the  forehead,  and,-  being  twisted 
half  round,  its  edge  is  inserted  into  this  incision,  so  that  a 
nose  is  formed  with  a  double  hold  above,  and  with  its  aUe 
aud  septum  below  fixed  in  the  incision.    A  little  Terrg, 
Jdponka  is  softened  with  water,  and  being  spread  oq  slips 
of  cloth,  five  or  six  of  these  arc  placed. over  each  other,  to 
secure  the-  joining.     No  other  dressing  but  this  cement  is 
used  for  four  days.     It  is  theh*reraoved,  and  cloths .  dipped 
in   ghee  (a  kind  of  butter)  are  appUed.     The  connecting. 
slips  of  skin  are  divided  about  the  25th  day,  when  a  little 
more  dissection  is  necessary  to  improve  the  appearance  of 
the  new  nose.     For  five  pr  six  days  after  the  operation,  the 
puticntjis  made  to  lie  on  his  back;  apd^  oii  the  tenth  da/f 


The  word  Premises  iynproperly  applied.     '  '   -  51 1 

bits  of  soft  clotb  are  put  into  the  nostrils,  to  keep  them  suf- 
ficiently open.  This  operation  is  very  generally  successful. 
The  artificial  nose  is  secure,  and  Iooks  nearly  as  well  as  tl>e 
natural  one ;  nor  is  the  scar  on  the?  forehead  very  observable 
after  a  length  of  time. 

Yours,  &c. 
1794,  Oct.  ,    '  B.  L. 


XCIV,  The  »^ord  Premises  improperly  applied. 

Mr:  Urban*  P — nt-^-jw — lie.  Jan.  9. 

i  HAVE  noted  in  different  publications,  and  frequently  iq 
your  Magazine,  tjiat  the  word  premises  is  used  to  signify 
house   and   land  with  their    appendages.      Dr.   Harwood, 
amongst    others,    speaking  of    Hackney  college  in   your 
Magazine  for  May  1793,  says,  "  a  gentleman  offered  80001. 
for  the  premtsesy^^  meaning  the  building  with  the  ground^ 
&c.     Bailey, '  Sheridan,  Entick,  and  others,  in  their  dic- 
tionaries, give  it  this<  signification;    and  in  every  day's 
newspapers  are  advertisements  of  previises  to  be  sold,  and 
of  sales  jipon  the  premises.    This  perversion  of  the  word,.  I 
am  apt  to  think,  originated  with  the  lawyers,  and  in  this 
way — every  grant  or  conveyance  of  lands  necessarily  con- 
sists of  two  parts,  the  preinises  and  the  habendum.     In  the 
premises  the  parties  are  described,  the  instruments  necesr 
sary  to  shew  the  granter's  title  are  recited,  the  considera- 
tion upon  vyhich  ]the  deed  is  made  is  set  forth;  and,  lastly^ 
the  property  granted  is  specified,  all  bv  way  of  preface  or 
introduction  to  the  second  part,  or  habenduniy  which  shews 
the  estate  or  interest  the  granter  is  to  have  in  the  things 
granted  ;  here  then  clearly  appears  the  true  legal  import 
of  the  word,  and,  in  this  use  of  it,  it  retains  its  original  and 
proper  meaning;  but  in  the  covenants  which  follow  the 
habendumy  where  it  becomes  necessary  again  to  make  men- 
tion of  the  property  granted,  if  it  happens  to  consist  of 
various  particulars,  the  lawyers,  for  brevity  (to  which  by 
the  by  they  are  riot  much  attached,)  have  accustomed  them- 
selves to  write  "  the  ttffrresaid  premises^*'  or  "  the  premises 
before  mentioned^'*  and,  from  the  frequency  of  these  phrases, 
the  tt^ord  premises  is  universally  taken  as. a  collective"  noun 
signifying  manors,  messuages^  lands,  tenements,  woods,  and  so 
on,  the  absurdity  of  which  I  think  may  be  clearly  pointed 
out  by  putting  it  for  horses,  cmiy  sheep,  swine,  hotisehold goods, 


Jif  2  Obse^'vatiqns  ^  a  youth  who  had  Just  rtcova^ed  his  sight, 

-  hdnk  stock ^  exchequer  bills,  or  any  thing,  in  short,  which  may 
be  the  object  of  the  dee^l,  am  which  it  has  jaist  as  good  a 
-right  to  stand  for  as  manors^  messuages,  &c.  We  may  indeed 
-ifnth*«€)me^e^ree.of  propriety,*  to. avoid  a  repetition  in  the 
latter  part  of  a  deed  of  the  several  kinds  of  property  passing 
by  it,  write,  "  the  before  granted  premises,'^  or  "  the  before 
assigned  prdmisesy'*  according  to  the  nature  oi  the  iiistni- 
ment;  because,  by  reference  to  the  first  part  of  it,  it  will 
appear,  that  what  was  thereby  granted  or  assigned  wzs  fXQ* 
petty  there  specified,  and  which  was  intended  to  he  then 
againi  spoken  of,  as  all  dleseriptions  of  persons,  even  up  to 
the  sages  on  the  bench,  use  this  word  improperly. 

Yours,  &c. 
,n95,Jan.  W.W. 


JS[€V.  Qbtenrationt  of  a  youth  who  had  just  recovered  his  si^t 

Mr.  Urban,  Threekinghamy  Aug.  6. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  paper  I  lately  found  amongst 
many  others  on  a  file  m  my  possession;  it  is  signed  John 
Romley,  master  of  the  free-school  of  Haxey,  in  the  isle 
of  Axbol  me,  Lincolnshire. 

An  account  nf  some  observations  made  by  a  young  gentleman 
who^was  bom  blind,  or  lost  his  sight  so  early  thai  he  had  m 
remembrance  of  ever  having  seen^  and  rms,  cmch^d  between 
thirteen  and  fourteen  years  of  age. 

Though  we  say  of  this  gentleman  that  he  was  blind,  as. 
we  do  of  all  people  whq  have  ripe  cataracts,  yet  they 
;are  never  so  blind  from  tfaatcause  but  that  they  can  discern 
day  from  night,  and,  for  the  most  part,  in  a  strong  light, 
distinguish  black,  white,^  and  scarlet;  but  they  caonpt 
perceive  the  shape  of  auy  thing;  for,  the  light  by  which 
these  perceptions  are  made  being  let  in  obliquely  through 
the  aqueous  humour,  or  the  anterior  surface  of.  the  chrys- 
taline  (by  which  the  rays  cannot  be  brought  into  a  focus 
upon  the  retina,)  they  can  discern  in  no  other  manner  than 
a  sound  eye  can  through  a  glass  of  broken  jelly,  where  a 
great  variety  of  surfeices  so  differently  refract  the  light,  that 
the  several  distinct  pencils  of  rays  cannot  be  collected  l)y 
the  eye  into  their  proper  foci;  wherefore,  the  sh^pe  of  art 
objsct  tn,  sucha  ca^  cannot  at  all  be  ciiscerued,  thou^  the 
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colour   may.    And  thus  it  was  with  this  young  gentleman^ 
who^  though  he  knew  these  colours  asunder  in  a  good  light, 
et)  when  he  savr  them  after  he  was  couched,  the  faint  ideas 
e  had  of  them  before,  were  not  sufficient  for  him  .to  know 
them  by,  afterwards,  and  therefore  he  did  not  ,think  them 
the  sdme  which  he  had  before  known  by  those  names.  Now, 
scarlet  he  thought  the  most  beautiful  of  all  col6urs^  and  ox 
others,  the  most  ^y  were  themost  pleasing;  whereas,  the  first 
tin;ie  he  saw  blacK  it  gave  him  great  uneasiness;  yet,  after  a 
little  while,  he  was  reconciled  to  it;  but^  some  months  after, 
seeing  by  accident  a  Negro  woman,  be  was  struck  with 
borror  at  the  sight    When  he  first  saw,  he  was  so  far  from 
making  ,any  judgment  about  distance,    that  he  thought 
all  objects  whatsoever  touched  his  eyes  (as  he  expressed  it,) 
as  what  he  felt  did  his  skin,  and  thought  no  objects  so 
agreeable  as  those  which  were  smooth  or  regular,  though 
be  could  form  no  judgment  of  their  shape,  or  guess  what 
it  was  in  any  object  that  was  pleasin^^  to  him.    He  knew  not 
the  shape  of  any  thing,  or  any  one  thing  from  another  how« 
ever  diflferent  in  shape  or  ms^gnitude ;  but,  upon  being  told 
what  things  were,  whose  form  he  before  knew  from  feeling,  he 
would  carefully  observe,  that  he  might  know  them  again ;  but 
having  too  many  objects  to  learn  at  once,  he  forgot  many  of 
them';  and  (as  he  said)  at  first  he  learned  to  know^  and  again 
forgot,  a  thousand  thines  in  a  day.  One  particular  only  (though 
it  may  appear  trifling)  I  will  relate :  having  often  forgot  which 
Was  the  cat  and  which  the  dog,  he  was  ashamed  to  ask,  but 
catching  the  cat  (which  he  knew  by  feeling,)  be  was  ob- 
served to  look  at  her  stedfastly,  and  then  setting  her  down, 
said  to  puss,   ^^  I  shall  know  you  another  time»"     He  was 
Very  much  surprised  that  those  things  which  he  had  liked 
best  did  not  appear  most  agreeable  to  bis  ey^s,  expecting 
those  persons  would  appear  most  beautiful  that  he  loved 
tnost,  and  such  thinjgs  to  be  most  agreeable  to  his  sight  that 
were  so  to  his  taste.    We  thoiight  be  soon  knew  what  pic- 
tures represented  which  were  shewn  to  bin),  but  we  found 
afterwards  we  were  mistaken ;  for,  about  two  months  sTfter 
he  was  couthed,  he  discovered  at  once  that  they  represented 
solid  bodies,  when  to  that  time  he  considered  them^as  {)arty- 
coloured  plains,  or  surfaces  diversified  ¥vvth  variety  of  paint; 
but  ev^i  then  he  was  no  less  surprised,  expecting  the  pictures 
would  leel  like  tti^  things  they  represented,  and  was  amazed 
when  he  found  those  parts,  which  by  their  light  and  shadow 
(Appeared  now  round  and  uneven;  felt  only  flat  like  the  r^t, 
and  asked  which  was  the  fying  sense^  fueling  or  seeing  i 
Being  shewn  his  fother^s  picture  in  a  Ipoket  at  hismptbe^'i 
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watch,  and  told  what  it  was,  he  acknowledged  a  likeness,  btrt 
was  vastly  surprised,  asking  how  it  could  be  that  a  large 
face  could  be  expressed  in  so  little  rooai?  Saying,  it  should 
have  seemed  as  impossible  to  him  as  to  put  a  bushel  of  any 
thing  into  a  pint.  At  first  Jie  could  bear  but  very  little  light, 
and  the  things  he  saw  he  thought  extremely  large ;  but, 
upon  seeing  things  larger,  those  first  seen  he  coiiceived 
less,  never  b«ing  able  to  imagine  any  lines  beyond  those  hft 
saw.     The  room  he  was  in,  he  saiJ^  he  knew  to  be  but  part 
of  the^hoiise,  yet  he  could  not  conceive  that  the  whole  house 
could  look  bigger.     Before  hfe  was  couched,  be  expected 
little  advantage  from  seeing,  worth  undergoing  an  operation 
for,  except  reading  and  writing;  for,^  he  thought,  he  said,  he 
could  have'ijo  more  pleasure  -in  walking  abroad  thai^  he  had 
in  the  garden,  which  he  could  do  safely  and  readily.    And 
even  blmdness,  he  observed,  bad  this  advantage,  that  be 
could  go  any  where  iii  the  d^rk  much  better  than  those  that 
can  see :  and,  after  he  had  seen,^  he  did  not  soon  lose  this 
quality,  nor  desired  a  light  «to  go  about  the  house  in  the 
night.     He  said,  every  new  object  was  a  new  delight;  and 
the  pleasure  was  so  great  that  he  wanted  ways  to  express  it 
But  his  gratitude  to  his  operator  he  could  riot  conceal,  never 
seeing  him  for  some*time  without  tears  of  joy  in  his  eyes,  and 
other  marks  of  aAection ;  and,  if  he  did   not   happen  to 
come  at  any  time  when  he  was  expected,  he  would  bq  so 
grieved  that  be  could  not  forbear  ciying  at  his  disappoint* 
jnent. 

**  A  year  after  first  seeing,  being  carried  upon  Epsom 
Downs,  and  observing  a  large  prospect,  he  was  exceedingly 
deliglited  with  it,  and  called  it  a  new  kind  of  seeing.  And 
now,  being  lately  couched  of  his  other  eye,  he  says  that 
objectsjit  first  appeared  large  to  this  eye,  btit  not  so  large  a» 
they  did  at  first  to  the  other;  and,  looking  upoa  the  same 
object  with  both*  eyes,  bethought  it  looked  about  twice  as 
large  as  with  the  first-couchied  eye  only,  but  not  double^ 
that  we  can  any  ways  discover.  .  j 

1:796,  Aug.  Joim  koMLEY,  1731. 
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XCVI.  Feastmg  on  Live  Hesh* 

Mr.  Urban,  Oct.  B. 

MR:  Bmc€*s  account'  of  the  Afayssiniaiw  feasting  upon  In* 
flesh  is  well  kncsva;  hut^  |  believje,  it  is  n&t&o  well  know  a 
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ihki  Mr.  Bruce^s  coiintrymenj  the  Scotch^  were  once  ac- 
customed to  eat  theit  beef  in  the  same  savage  manner.  Th6 
authority  for  this  is  a  quarto  .pamphlet,  intituled,  **  A  modern 
Account  of  Scotland;  being  an  exact  description  of  the 
Country^  and  a  true  Character  of  the  People  and  their  ^ 
Manners.  Written  from  thence  by  an  English  Geritlemani 
Pririted  in  the  Year  1670i"  Reprinted  iti  the  Harleian  Mi^- 
cellanyj  vol.  VI.  p.  121.  At  p.  126  is  the  folldwing  passage : 
"  Theit  cruelty  descends  to  their  beasts^  it  being  a  custom^ 
in  some  places^  to  feast  ;upon  a  living  co\<r  they  tie  ip  the. 
middle  of  them,  near  a  great  (ife,  and  then  ciit  cdllops  Qf 
this  poor  living  beast,  and  broil  them  on  the  fire^  till  they 
have  mangled  her  all  to  pieces ;  nay,  sometimes  they  will 
t)nly  cut  off  as  much  as  will  satisfy  their  present  appetites^ 
and  let  her  go  till  their  gi^eedy  stomachs  call  for  a  new  sup- 
ply 5  such  horrible  ctuetty^  as  can  scarcely  be  paralleled  ia ' 
thd  whole  world." 

This  I  believe;  and  that  it^ neyef  v^ould  have  been  patal- 
leled  if  Mr.  Brttce  had  not  travelled  into  Abyssinia^ 

Your  i;eaders  will  probdhjy  itoagine,  and  I  think  they  will 
be  right  in  tiie  idea^  that  a  great  part  of  this  modern  account 
of  Scotland  is  burlesqtie.  But^  allowing  that  to  be  the  case^ 
there  js  a  wonderful  coincidence  between  the  Scotch  feast> 
and  that  which  Mn  Bruce  declares  he  was  present  at  ki 
Abyssinia. 

1796,   OcL  R* 

SiCVIi.  tisefiil  Method  of  Flooring  at  fiengal. 

Mk.  Urbai*^  Jan.  6/ 

KiJSjRpiNG  in  a  house  which  is  built  0ti  a  sofil  full  of  springs^ 
and  on  <hat  account  without  cellars,  and  the  flooring  being 
raised  about  a  foot  from  the  ground,  .which  renders  it  ex- 
ceedipgly  cold  and  uncomfortaolei  owing  to  the  air  admitted 
under  it  thro^lg^b  air-holes  |  the  fpUbwing  simple  method  of 
floorinjg  u^d  in  Bengal  by  the  natives^  vfk^r^  there  are  iK> 
chimnies^  and  where  this  tind  of  flooring  keeps  the  house 
dry,  luid  /^ry^p  in  every  |jfjirt  pf  it  aa  ato  liearth  for.pooking, 
Occurred  to  oiy  recollection;  and,  as  I  am  certain  that  it 
jvouldhave  obviated  all  the  inconveniences  I  complain  irf, 
had  it  been  adverted  to  in  the  flooring  of  my  house,  It  may 
possibly  be  of  utility  to  others  who>  may  hereafter  bjaild  in 
*?nogy  gtpuad*    At  any  rate,  nothing  is  .Iqst  by  lUe  ewi* 
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munication  to  yourself,  who  can  but  judge  whether  or  ik^ 
to  let  it  go  farther.  The  atea  of  the  house  or  room  m 
be  floored  is  made  perfectly  level;  unglazed  earthen  pots, 
about  afoot  high  and  large  bellied^  are  placed  close to^ 
gether  over  the  whole  surface,  mouth  downwards;  the  hol- 
low parts,  round  the  necks  and  tops  of  the  pots,  are  filled 
up  with  charcoal  pounded  fine  (nothing  being  so  dry  or  so 
difficult  to  make  damp),  and  the  terrace  over  the  whole  is 
formed  of  brick-dusf  and  lime,  well  worked,  and  made  as 
hard  as  possible.  I  never  knew  of  such  an  hearth  giving 
way;  and  have  been  most  sensible  of 'its  utility  in  keeping; 
oiF  dampness. 

1797,  Jan.  Ghur. 


XCVIII.  Principal  Cause  of  Smoky  Cbtmnies,  with  a  Remedy. 

Mr.  Urban,  Dec.  2t 

I  DO  not  know  of  a  much  greater  domestic  inconvenience 
than  a  smoky  chimney,  nor  of  any  subject  that  has  given 
rise  to  a  greater  number  of  unsuccessful  experiments;  which 
is,  indeed,  most  likely  tb  be  the  case,'  where  the  trials  aic 
made  with  so  little  regard  to  any  philosophical  principle, 
and  with  so  much  caprice  and  random  fancy  as  those  made 
in  chimnies,  as  well  in  their  first  formation  as  their  subse- 
quent various  alterations. 

Dr.  Franklin,  In  his  <'  Obser>'ationson  smoky  Chimnies,"bis 
very  judiciously  distinguished  their  separate  and  distinct 
defects  or  diseases,  and  has  given  a  mode  of  cure  applicable 
to  tlie  peculiar  complaint,  and  which  has  been  approved  of 
.  by  repeated  experiments ;  and,  indeed,  bis  work  has  been 
the  foundation  of  some  late  judicious  modes  of  treating  tbe 
defects  of  ctiimnies.  But,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been 
written  upon  the  subject,  and  chough  a  chimney  mayb* 
properly  constructed,  yet  so  much  depends  upon  servants 
making  fires,  that  it  seems  necessary  to  say  something  on 
that  head. 

A  bad  chimney  is  always  the  worst  when  it  is  first  ligbtei 
and  a  good  chimney  is  often,  by  the  imjMroper  method  of 
taking  fires,  made  to  appear  a  bad  one  until  it  is  sufficient^ 
heated  in  the  inside,  as  is  tery  obvious  to  those  who  by 
rising  early  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  servants  ligbt 
their  fires;  for,  though  their  parlours  may  be  ia  trim  order 
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to  receive  the  lady  of  the  house  and  l^er  jfamily  at  breakfast^ 
k  is  not  till  after  the  rdom  has  beeii  first  filled  with  clouds 
of  smoke,  the  effects  of  which  have  been  removed  by, 
opening  the  windows  and  doors,  and  frequent  dusting  and 
wiping  the  furniture,  which  often,  where  chimnies  are  ia 
themselves  really  good,  endure  this  daily  great  injury. 

The  common  method  of  making  a  coal-fire  is,  to  rake 
with  a  potker  the  dust  and  lighter  ashes  that  have  been  left 
m  the  girale  the  preceding  day,  leaving  a  considerable 
<)uantity  of  cinders  to  be  the  basis  of  the  intended  fire; 
iip6n  this  are  laid  the  shavings,  or  chips  of  wood  or  sticks, 
keepipg  the  most  combustible  the  undermost,  to  be  lighted 
by  a  candle;  upon  these  the  coals  are  laid,  by  putting  the 
smaller^-sized  with  the  hand  in  decent  order,  crowned  withx 
large  onesi;  at  the  back  of  which  all  the  remaining  contents 
of  the  coal-box  are  promiscuously  thrown.  The  whole  is 
then  lighted :  but,  as  any  person  might  sit  an  hour  upon  it 
without  injur}',  no  heat  is  communicated  to  the  chimney  till 
a  great  part  of  the  inside  oiP  the  fire  is  burnt;  in  the  mean 
tkne^  the  sm(^e  in  thick  volumes  rolls,  with  most  seeming 
pervierseness,  into  the  room  and  other  parts  of  the  house, 
till  such  time  as  some  heaXj  being  communicated  to  the 
chimney,  makes  it,  what  is  vulgarly  called,  draw.  This 
grievance  is  so  common,  that  there  is  hardly  a  house  to  be 
met  with  but  it  is  found  necessaiy  to  open  doors  and  windows 
in  a  morning,  to  dear  it  of  smoke.  > 

.  Wherever  a  chimney  draws  well  after  the  first  fire,  it  is 
as  good  an  one  as  can  be  desiried,  and  the  fault  lies  in  mak- 
ing the  fire;,  add  it  is  unwise  to  try  an^  experiments,  or  mako 
alterations,  lest  you  make  a  good  chimney  s^  bad  one.  To 
cure  this,  I  have  tried  various  ways  of  making  a  fire;  but 
none  have  answered  so  well  as  the  following,  which  is  in 
reality  only  reversing  the  common  mode.  The  grate  is  en- 
tirely emptied  of  its  contents,  and  the  coals  are  thrown  pro- 
miscuously (without  having  very  large  ones  amongst  them) 
io  the  height  of  two  or  three  bars,  according  to  the  depth 
of  the  grate ;  upon  which  the  wood  is  laid,  and  the  cinders 
are  placed  at  the  top,  and  the  ifire  is  lighted  by  a  candle  in 
th^  usual  way;  or,  if  convenient,  by  afire-shovel  of  well- 
burnt  cinders  from  another  fire,  upon  which  the  cold  cinders 
must  be  immediately  thrown. 

The  smoke  is  very  inconsidei*able,  and  goes  directly  up 
the  chinmey;  and  the  cinders  are  very  soon  heated.  In 
tim^  the  upper  surface  of  the  coal  takes  fire ;  and,  as  the 
fimpke  issues  out,  it  is  arrested  by  the  porous  quality  of  tb^ 
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citiders,  and,  passing  also  tfarongh  a  burning  substance,  great 
ftort  of  it  is  consumed;  and  what  issues  from  the  whole 
mass,  to  go  up  the  chimney,  is  very  inconsiderable,  and  of 
ar*  different  appearance  to  the  smolce  escaping  from  fires 
made  in  the  common  form.     It  is  obvious  that  a  great  por- 
tion of  combustible  matter,  which  is  now  commonly  wasted, 
i^  by  this  means  consumed  in  the  fire,  and  the  benefit  of  it 
enjoyed  i  the  cinders  acting  upon  the  smoke  somewhat  as  a 
filtering-stone  does  upon  water,  and  the  fuel  they  catch 
belps  them  to  burn  clearer,  and,  tvbat  may  appear  extraor^ 
dinary .  preserves  them  longer  from  being  consumed.  If  any 
cme  is  m  doubt  about  this  foct^  I  refer  him  to  the  very  satis« 
factory  experiments  of  Dr.  Franklin.    As  this  fire  consuines 
downwards,  the  upper  strata  of  the  coals  are  reduced  to  cin- 
ders  before  the  lower  ones;  and  the  appearance  of  smoke ii 
gradually  diminished,  though  it  must  be  an  undoubted  fact 
that  as  much  really'  issues  from  the  coals,     it  bums  alsd 
elearlv  to  the  very  bottom,  without  the  necessity  of  stirring 
it  with  the  poker;  and,  as  it  gives  as  much  heat,  and  last9 
twice  as  long  as  a  fire  made  in  the  common  way,  these  are 
additional  arguments  in  its  fkvour,  and  will  hav0  their  pro* 
portioned  weight  where  fuel  is  the  dearer, 

It  is  a  very  proper  fire  to  be  lefb  to  itself  for  a  letigtb  of 
time,  and  is  the  best  that  can  be  for  a  sick  cliamber,  or  foe 
those  who  are  fond  of  fires  in  their  bed  rooms  at  night;  the 
great  inconveniences  of  which  aire,  that,  in  the  usual  tnodC) 
they  require  frequent  stir'ringi  and  are  apt  to  fill  the  room 
tdth  sttlphureous  vapour,  and  endangerii>^'stiffocation, 

*  Servants  are  in  general  obstinate,  and  wfll  require  to  be  in? 
^tructed  a  few  times;  which,  with  a  perceptible  abatement 
of  their  owrt  trouble,  will  perhaps  induce  theni  to  follow 
this  method,  which  I  will  venture  to  pronounce  the  best  ift 
nil  cases;  and  the  only  care  necessary  is^  fo  keep  the  coals 
gind  cinders  well  separated. 

After  all,  the  chimney  may  be  found  to  smoke,  but  thca 
it  is  from  some  other  cause,  and  requires^  its  apprc^riate 
ternedy;  as  this  is  offered  for  one  distinct,  yet  very  prefail- 
ing,  inconvenience..  If  this  pietbod  ^ya^  steadily  persevered 
in,  I  do  farther  venture  to  pronounce,  that  almost  nine  out 
of  ten,  of  chinmies  called  bad  drawing  ones,  will  obtain  a 
very  good  nj^me,  and  that  much  labour  and  dirtiness  will  be 
Jayoided,  as.  well  as  good  respiraWe  air  preserved  uncon- 
l^minated,  and  in^ny  tender  lungs  escape  daily  torture. 

•  As  the  experiment  is  m  every  one's  power  to  make,  I 
ppt  trouble  jQVf.  with  anpr  of  mine  farthei^  than  to  say,  that  \ 


hst^e  tried  it  ia  a  great  Tariety  of  supposed  hopeleis&casasy 
jAd  never  knetr  it  fail  of  siiceess, 

'  V79t,  JatL'    '  VuToa. 
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XCIX.  Scurvy  caused  l>y  Gommoo  culinary  Salt* 

Mr.  UftBAN,  Evjkldy  June  5, 1 7.dT. 

Observing  tlut  you  son^jifetinies  dedicate  a .  page  to  me? 
cUcal  subjects,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  spnd  you  t;wo/ 
cases  of  scurvy,  which !  establish  a  fact,  respecting  the  na- 
ture and  cause  of  that  disease,  of  much  irnportance  to  be* 
generally  known.    Thiete,.  cases,  with  the  subsequent  con-' 
jectures,  were  Irately  communicated  to  an  emineat  physi- 
cian in  towir,  by  whom  tfeey  would  have  been  submitted  to 
che  consideration,  of  the.^oU^ge,.  for  insertioain  the  Medi- 
cal Transactions,  had  that  valuable  work  been  continued; 
liut^  as  I  am  sorry  to  say  tt^ejc  is  w>  probability  at  present 
of  such  a  drcumstance  taki^ff  place,.  I  wish  to  see  them  re- 
€onded  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  where  I  believe  they 
will  stand  the  best  chance  to  be  generally  read  by  medical 

John  Sherwen. 

^  Leiiery  addressed  io  Dr.  Francis  Mil  man ,  Physician  Ex^ 
inmrdinaTiji  to  the  King's  Householdy  containing  Two  Cases 
of  Scurvy 9  ocf^sioned,  by  the^  Patients  having  eaten  largely 
^fiomnwn  Culinary  Salt-  To  which  are  added^  Conjectures 
respecting  the  Propriety  (^attempting  to  cure  some  obstinate 
Maladies  by  scorbiUiasi/2g  the  Human  System.  By  Jqhr\ 
Sherwiif  JEnfidd. 

I  si,T  down  with  pleasure  to  fulfil  my  promise,  by  stating  * 
the  particular  circumstances  respecthig  the  late  illness  of 
Master  H — : — :,  which  I  mentioned  to  you  in. a  former  letter 
^  an  instance  of  the  true  Marine  Scurvy.  It  is  not  my  wisb 
to  take  up  your  time  with  a  tedious  detail ;  but  it  may  be 
necessary,  in  ojrder  to  identify  the  disease,  to  inform  you, 
ithat  for  sevei'al  days  blood  was  observed  to  be  almost  con^ 
stantly  puzingfrom  a  siiiall  fungous  sore  oq  the  ancle,  which 
had  before  been  very  i^early,  but  not  pompletely,  cicatrized^ 
This  puzing  of  blood  was  at  first  supposed  to  arise  fiiQm  . 
sonie  accidental  friction,  and  was  not  deemed' of  much  con- 
sequence, till  numerous  purple  spqts,  and  some  biipad  livid 
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bk^ches,  resembling  the  ecchymosis  occasioned  by  a  bruise, 
began  to  appear  on  his  legs,  armS)  thighs^  and  other  parts 
of  nis  body.    These,  added  to  a  fetid  breath,  exciting  alarm 
in  the  mind  of  a  very  amiable  lady  who  had  the  care  Of  the 
child,  a  fine  boy  seven  years  of  age,  I  was  sent  fbr  on  the 
$9th  of  March  last;  and,  at  the  first  view  (indeed  from  the 
lady^s  own  previous  description)  recognised  that  disease, 
with  which^  at  a  very  early  period  of  my  pfrofessional  engage* 
ments,  I  hs^d  an.  opportunity  of  being  well  acquainted*.    I 
immediately  pronounced  the  disorder  to  be'the  true  marine 
^scurvy,  and  could  not  help  expressing  surprise  at  meeting 
with  it  where  I  was  well  assured  thei  patient  had  not  been  ex- 
posed to  what  I  have  always  believed,  and  what  is  generally 
allowed,  to  be  the  most  frequent  occasional  cause,  viz.  a 
diet  of  salted  animal  food.    Tie  had  been  as  little  exposed 
to  every  other  occasional  cause  generally  enumerated;  but, 
I  was  informed  that  he  had  an  uncommon  pn^ensily  to  eat* 
'ing  of  salt;  that  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  devouring  it 
with  his  pudding,  and  whenever  he  could  conveniently  get 
it,  notwithstandmg  he  had  been  repeatedly  checked  for  so 
doing.   But  the  family  not  being  aware  of  any  particular  bad 
consequences,  had  never  thought  it  necessary  to  have  re* 
course  to  coercion. 

The  juice  of  lemons  and  oranges,  with  sqch  vegetables  as 
the  season  would  afford,  were  recommended  to  be  admi« 
nistered  with  a  liberal  hand;  yet,  very  much  to  my^ surprise, 
instead  of  finding,  as  I  expected,  in  48  hours,  the  purple 
spots  to  be  a  little  fainter  in  their  colour,  I  had  the  chagrin 
to  perceive  them  somewhat  increased ;  and  on  tbe  3d  ^ 
April,  a  bleeding  from  the  nose  came  on  with  such  violence, 
as,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  excite 
some  degree  of  alarm.  I  was  this  day  fortunate  enough  to 
discover,  that  the  very  amiable  woman,,  who.  had  die 
management  of  the  child,  had  imbibed  a  notion  th^it  acids 
would  impoverish  and  thin  the  blood;  and,  cons€K}uent1y, 
notwithstanding  my  earnest  desire  to  have  thetn  administered 
with  freedom,. baa  been  using  them  with  a  trembling  hand; 
trusting  more  to  the  efficacy  of  the  bark,  which  I  bad  also 
prescribed.  Now,  judging  it  prudent  to  set  aside  every 
Kind  of  officinal  composition^  I  positively  ei^oined  a  liberal 


*  Viz.  in  the  year  1769,  70,  and  71,  when  a  surgeon  in  the  serrice  of  tbe 
Honoarable  East  India  Company;  during  johich  period  I  wrote  my  treatise,  in- 
tituled,  *'  Cursory  Observations  on  the  Mature  and  Cause  of  the  Marine  Sconji* 
^j^uhlished  by  R.  Mdwin^  Paternoftter  Row* 
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use  of  the  vegetable  acids,  which  from  this  time  were  graven' 
freely.  But  it  was  not  till  two  days  more  had  elapsed,  when 
the  sore  on  the  ancle  had  assumed  a  better  aspect,  and  the 
bleeding  from  that  and  the  nose  had  ceased,  that  this  good ; 
lady  acknowledged'herself  to  be  thoroughly  convinced  of  th« 
jwopriety.  of  using  them.  They  were  now  administered  with 
jas  much  ardour  and  alacrity  as  I  could  wish ;  and  the  spots 
and  blotches  continued  to  change  every  day  from  a  deep^ 
purple  to  a  pale  liver,  or  dusky  red  colour;  and  at  last  gra* 
dually  disappeared. 

The  symptoms  and  tlie  mode  of  cure,  establish  the  tnie^ 
nature  of  tne  disorder  beyond  xhe  possibility  of  a  doubt  I 
was  happy»  however,  in  having  an  opportunity,  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  my  attendance,  to  point  out  the  case,  while* 
the  characteristic  marks  of  the  disease  were  .still  visible,  at 
an  object  of  curiosity,  to  Dr.  Wilkinson,  an  ingenious  and 
skilful  physician  in  this  place. 

'  A  doubt  may  possibly  remain  in  your  mind  respecting  the 
imputed  occasional  cause ;  to  remove  which,  I  beg  leave  to 
caU  your  attention  to  ai>other  instance  of  a  similar  nature. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  1796,  Georee  Hatchet,  the  son  of 
a  labouring  mim  in  the  service  of  Eomund  Armstrong,  Esq. 
of  F^orty-hall,  was  brought  to  me  on  account  of  a  constant 
)!>ieeding  from  his  gums,  which  were  sore  and  tender.  He 
had  fetid  breath,  and  a  proixisioji  of  deep-coloured  purple 
spots  of  different  forms  and  sizes  in  various  parts  of  his  body.* 
The  first  question  which  occurred  to  me  upon  the  view  of 
this  patient  was,  to  ask  if  he  had  been  living  upon  salted 
animal  food:  the  answer  was  in  the  negative,  and  decisive; 
that  he  seldom  had  an  opportunity  of  even  tasting  a  bit  of 
meat  of  any  kind;  that  he  had  lived  like  the  other  children 
chiefly  upon  bread  and  pudding,  and  such  like;  and,  besides, 
that  tney  were  plentifully  supplied  with  milk  from  Forty- 
hall.  Tiiis  account,  added  to  an  examination  of  the  other 
children,  who  were  in  the  highest  possible  state  of  health 
and  strength,  suppressed  the  next  natural  supposition,  that 
the  disease  might  have  arisen  from  the  same  cause  as  that 
in  the  two  patients,  whose  cases  are  so  well  related  by  you 
in  the  second  volume  of  the  Medical  Transactions. 

Tlie  true  nature  of  the  disease,  and  the  indications  of 
eure,  were  evident;  and  I  had  the  pleasure,  in  a  day  or  two 
after;  to  have  them  confirmed  by  Dr.  Wilkinson,  who  kindly 
supplied  the  patient  with  such  vegetables  as  his  garden  at 
that  time  afforded.  As  an  object  of  curiosity,  I  also  pointed 
out  the  disease  to  Messrs*  Strachan^^  at  the  academy  near 
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tbe  pkeie  where  the  patient  bred.   It  is  hatdly  necessary  t6. 
say  that  the  cure  was  rapid. 

It  was  not  till  tlie  second  day  of  my  attendance  on  this 
patient  that  I  was  compietely  and  satisfactorily  relieved  fi^m 
my  embarrassment  in  assigning  a  sufficient  cause  tor  so  for* 
midable  a  disease;  but  the  mother  now  removed  the  diiE-' 
culty  xtk  a  moment,  by  telling  me  that,  when  I  first  inquired 
about  the  salted  meat,  she  was  so  much  confused,  she  did 
not  then  think  of  mentioning  that  the  boy  was  very  much 
given  to  eating  salt;  that  it  was  with  difficulty  she  could 
keep  his  fingers  out  of  the  salt-box. 

When  tiiese  two  cases  are  added  to  that  mentioned  by 
Dr.  HuKham,  of  a  young  lady  who,  fronx  being  in  a  state  of 
health,  perfectly  tree  of  this  malady,  was,  by  drinking 
every  morning  one  pint  of  sea-water,  rendered  so  highly 
scorbutic  in  ten  days,  that  she  had  a  profuse  discharge  of 
the  menses,  Constantly  spit  blood  from  her  lungs,  and  had 
petechial  spots  on  her  body;  that  her  pulse  hecame  quick 
^md  full,  her  f^ce  pale,  and  somewhat  bloated,  and  her  flesh 
«oft  and  tender;  that  she  was  faint;  and,  in.  short,  so  re« 
markably  scorbutic,. that,  when  vensese'ciion  was  (ignorantly 
and  jibsurdly)  used,  to  stop  the  h^morrha^  firom  her  gijims^ 
blood  ouzed  from  the  orifice  for  several  days;  and  that  she 
at  last  expired;  by-  a  bl0eding  from,  the  nose;,  and,  to 
»um  up  the  whole,  that  her  blood  was  dense  and  firm 
some  weeks  before  she  began  the  use  pf  the  sea-water;* 
it.  must  be  evident  to  <every  one,  that  common  salt,  un-r 
combined  with  animal  food,  has  the  power  of  scorbuticisiDg 
the  human  system.*  And  the  following  will  &rther  shew  that^ 
wh^n  salt  is  combiz^'d  with  animal  food,  it  will  produce  the 
$ame  eilect  in  the  absence  of  all  the  other  circumstances 
which  have  been  generally  considered  as  occasional  causes. 
Tiftme,  indeed,  it  appears  to  be  of  little  consequence  in 
what  vehicle  the  salt  is  communicated.  Were  it  adminis- 
tered even  in  essence  of  malt,t  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  woilld 
produc^e  the  same  effect,  tlioiigh  possibly  not  quite  so  sooq 
as  in  the  form  of  salted  meat. 

,  Mrs.  Rolfe,  diaughter  of  M^.  Bell,  a  farmer,  at  Cattle- 
gate^  on  Enfield  Chace^  consulted  me  on  .the  ^3th  of  April, 


-rr 


^  Cursory  Remarks  on  the^ Nature  and  Cause  of  the  Marine  Scurvy,  p«  32. 

f  Essfnc«  of  malt  is  sw«ct-wort  boiled  to  the  consistence  of  honey  j  and  i« 
jdceaned  so  great  an  awtiscorbutrc,  that  the  British  Navy  is  supplied  wij^h  large 
(I9aatities  of  it  at  a  very  heavy  ezpeoc^ 
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Vl92.  She  was  a  young.marri^  wonwwi,  of  fair  complexion^ 
agreeable  countenance,  and  the  most  d<&licate  skin,  whict> 
on  almost  every  part  of  her  body,  but  more  particularly 
her  leg!5  and  thighs,  was  sprinkled  with  purple  «pot^ of  dif^ 
ferent  forms  and  sizes :  the  contrast  betwixt  the  deep  purple 
of  the  maculae  scorbibtica  and  the  other  parts  of  her  delicate 
skin  formed  a  striking  spectacle.  To  the  usual  question, 
whether  or  i>ot  she  had  been  living  on  salted  afiimal  food, 
she  readily  answered  in  the  negative;  which  I  mention  in 
carder  to  shew  the  necessity  of  a  cautious  inquiry  i»lso  cir- 
cumstances of  this  kind ;  for,  the  mother,  who  was  present^ 
s^ter  some  little  hesitation,  v^ry  properly  declared,  that  it 
was  wrong  to  attempt  to  deceive  the  d^cior;  ^'  Sir^  she  has 
lived  almost  entirely  upon  saked  pork  during  the  last  winter  | 
;9he  has  scarcely  eaten  any  thing  ^Ise."  The  curfe  was  perrr 
foroied  with  astonishing  rapidity  by  the  use.-of  bark  z^^L^mvi^ 
^iaiic  dxi\df  as  medicine,  an^d  vegetaSl^i  with  the^^  jl^tice  of 
Jlejitons  and  oranges,  as  food.  -  ' 

*  }a  the  course  of  25  yeara,  6ne  other  case  of  $cwvy  h&$ 
occurred  in  my4)ractice.  A  poor  woroaa,  respecting  whoDd 
J.  have  no  memorandum,  but  whose  illm^ss  I  perfectly  yecoU 
lect  to  have  happened  early  in  spring,  iike  the  oth^s  £9^^ 
already  mentioned,  applied  to  me  on  account  of  a  strange 
«dis6rder  in  her  mouth ;  thatpiart  of  the  gum  situate  b^tMxt 
J^he  teeth  sticking  out  in  a  grotesque  manner,,  of  the  colour 
^and  consistence  of  bullocK's  liver.  Thi^  was  the  titily  pa* 
^hognomonic  symptom,  but  it  was  one  so  very  strong.psMl 
characteristic,  that  I  had  iio  hesitatioti  in  pronouucing  the 
,case  to.  be  scurry.  There  was  a  reserve  in  this  wofftab's 
janswers,  respecting  the  kind..of  food  on -which  she  ■had  Dub^ 
listed  during  the  winter,  which  I  could  not  conquer,- itod 
therefore  cannot  communicate.  Baark  and  an  antiscorlmtic 
,;iegimen  effected  a  speedy  cure* 

"  After  this  narrative  of  factsy  it  will  not  be  doubted  that  wie 
hsve  k  in  our  power  at  any  time^  by  the  use  of  salt^  or  salted 
:animal  food,  to  scorbuticise,  or  mxrriati<^ate,  the,  human 
^machine  with  ease.  And  it  will,  I  think,  abb  appear  evi#f 
dent,^  that  salivation  is  a  process  not  more  within  our  power 
and  management.  Happy  woqld  it  be  for  mankind  should  it 
hereafter,  like  salivation,  be  found  capable  of  conquerinr 
jsome  obstinate,  or  hitherto  incurn-ble,  diseases.  No  one 
^ould  a  priori  have  supposed  that  s£divat;ion^  which  in  itself 
is  a  very  troublesome  as  well  as  loatbson^e  ^and  dangerous 
distemper,  could  have  answered  the  many  salutary  pur- 
^^es  wh^ch  it  has  done ;  or^  ratl^r^  tba^  the  poiso^a  papablt^ 
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of  producing  that  effect^  should  be  also  administered  with  ad* 
vantage  in  many  disedsas. 

1798,  Fth.  J,  S* 


Q.  The  Efficacy  a?  Yf  ast  in  Putrid  Fevers. 

Mr.  Urban,  Sept.  \%. 

IN  this  philosophic  age,  when  diseases  so  often  change 
their  appearance  from  what  physicians  liad  any  former  ex- 
perience of,  it  ,is  a  pleasing  reflection,  that  the  study  of 
medicine  has  'of  late  been  so  much  simplified,  and  almost 
every  distemper  fncident  to  the  human  body  so  fully  ex- 
blained,  as  to  come  within  the  common  apprehension  of  man- 
Kind.  The  following  fact,  communicated  to  the  world  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Cartwngbt,  affords  ^n  antidote  for  the  most 
dangerous  disease  with  which  the  humaa  body  can  be 
afflicted:  so  that  it  is  hoped  one  of  the  most  crowded 
'  avenues  to  the  grave  is  at  length  in  a  great  measure  closed. 

:  •*  Seventeen  years  ago  I  went,**  says  this  benevc^ent 
clergyman,  *^  to  reside  at  Brampton,  a  populous  village 
near  Chesterfield.  I  had  not  been  there  many  months  be-* 
ibre  a  putrid  fever  broke  out  among  us.  Finding  by  for  the 
grater  number  of  my  parishioners  too  poor  to  afford  them« 
«elves.medical  assistance,  I  undertook,  by  the  help  of  suck 
books  on  the  subject  of  medicine  as  were  in  my  possession^ 
to  prescribe  for  them.  I  early  attended  ahoy  about  14  yeans 
of  age,  who  was  attacked  by  the  fever.  ^  He  had  not  been 
ill  mAny  days  before  the  symptoms  were  .unequivocally  putrid. 
I  then  admmistered  bark,  wme,  and  such  other  remedies  as 
jny  books  directed.  My  exertions  were,  however,  of  no 
avail;  his  disorder  grew  everyday  more  untractable  and 
malignant,  so  that  I  was  in  hourly  expectation  of  his  dissolu- 
tion. Being  under  the  necessity  of  taking  a  journey,  be- 
fore I  setoff  I  went  to  see  him,. as  I  thought,  for  the  last 
time;  and  I  jprepared  his  parents  for  the  event  of  his  death, 
which  I  considered  as* inevitable,  and  reconciled  them,  in 
the  best  manner  I  was  able,  to  a  loss  which  I  knew  they 
would  feel  severely ^  While  I  was  in  conversation  on  this 
distressing  subject  with  his  mother,  I  observed,  in  a  small 
corner  of  the  toom^  a  tub  of  wort  working.     The  sigl^t 
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brought  to  my  recollection  an  experiment  I  had  somewhere 
met  witby  *  of  a  piece  of  putrid  meat  being  made  sweet  by 
being  suspended  over  a  tuo  of  wort  in  the  act  of  fermenta- 
tion.' The  idea  flashed  into  my  mind,  that  the  yeast  might 
correct  the  putrid  nature  pf  this  disease ;  and  I  instantly, 
gave  him  two  large  spoonfuls.  I  then  told  the  mothefr,  if  she 
found  her  son  better,'  to  repeat  this  dose  every  three  hours* 
I  then  set  out  for  my  journey.  Upon  my,  return,  after  a  few 
days,  I  anxiously  inquired  after  the  boy,  and  was  informed 
he  was  recovered.  I  could  not  repress  my  curiosity,  though. 
I  was  greatly  fatigued  with  my  journey,  and  night  was  come 
on.  I  went  directly  to  where  he  lived,  which  was  three 
miles  off,  in  a  wild  part  of  the  moors.  The  boy  himself 
opened  the  door,  looked  surprisingly  well,  and  told  me  he 
felt  better  from  the  instant  he  took  the  yeast.** 

1799,  Sept.  / 


CI.  Easy  and  effectual  Cure  for  Wensr. 

Chishobmy  Roxburghshire,  Nov.  20,  1799. 

Mr.  Urban, 

Having  had  a  wen  of  the  strumous  kind,   of  krge 
8iz6  and  long  standing,  upon  the  side  of  my  face,  immedi- 
ately   below   my   right   ear,    I   was   informed    by   differ^ 
ent  people  that,  if  I  would  apply  salt  and  water  to  it, 
I  should  get  rid  of  it.    In  August  1798,   I  {>ut  a  quantity  of 
salt  and  water  into  a  saucepan,  and  boiled  itfor  4  minutes; 
with  which  I  bathed  the  whole  surface  frequently  while  it 
continued  warm,  as  also  after  it  became  cold,  so  often  as 
.10  or  12  times  daily;  always  stirring  up  the  salt  deposit;ed 
-^at  the  bottom  of  the^bason,  and  incorporating  it  again  with 
:the  water,  before  I  applied  it.     On  the  11th  day  from  the 
^  first  application,  while  shaving,  I  observed  a  small  dis-^ 
charge ;  which  being  assisted  by  a  gentle  pressure,  the  whole 
'-contents  were  soon  ismptied,  without  the  smallest  pain  and 
without  blood.  . 

f  Being  informed  of  some  others  who  had  been  benefited  in 
-like  manner  firom  the  same  application,  and  knowing  inyself 
4ol^  son^e  late  instances  under  my  own  immediate  direction  I 
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'fed  it  a  duty  thus  td  make  it  public;  being  Convinced  it 
can  produce  no  bad  effect,  and  evety  person  having  it  ill 
his  power  to  oaake  the  trial.  At  the  same  time^  I  beg 
leave  te  caution  that  no  one  should  be  disheartened  frOin 
the  length  of  time  it  may  be  necessary  to  continue  the  ap-f 
plication;  as^  in  some  casea^  it  has  required  3  or  4  months^ 
though  in  the  last  only  30  ^days;  but  in  all,  without  pain  or 
inconveniences  of  any  kind',  or  any  pi^evious  notice  of  the 
discharge,  till  it  actually  took  place. 

180Q,  Jan.  William  Chisholme. 


CIL  On  the  JUlbina^ 

V 

Mr.  Urban,  Chudletgh,  Feb.  2^. 

X  OR  the  satisfaction  of  A  constant  Reader ,  who  requests 
to  know  if  there  be  any  simple  but  effectual  cure  for  an 
asthma,  I  take  the  liberty  to  trouble  you  with  the  following 
remarkable  instances  of  the  good  effects  of  honey  in  asthma^ 
tic  cases^  as  related  by  Dr.  Monro;  and  sincerely  wish  that 
a  fair  trial  of  it  may  be  attended  with  a  farther  confirmation 
of  its  utility  in  relieving  that  dreadful  malady« 

*^The  late  Dr.  John  Humey^^nec^f  thecommissiptiersof  ^te 
sick  and  hurt  of  the  royal  navy,  was  for  many  years  violently 
afflicted  with  th^  asthma.  Having  taken  many  medicinos 
without  receiving  relief,  he  at  last  resolved'to  try  theeffectJJ 
of  honey,  having  long  had  a  great  opinion  of  its  virtues  as 
a  pectoral.  For  two  or  three  years  he  ate  some  ounces  of  it 
daily,  and  got  entirely  free  of  his  aathma,  'Smd  likewise  of»a 
gravelly  complaint  wnich  he  had  long  been  aflicted  witb^ 
About  two  or  three  years  after  he  had  recovered  bis  bealtb^ 
when  he  was  sitting  one  day  in  the  office  for  siqk  and  hurt,  fk 
person  labouring  under  a  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  who 
looked  as  if  he  could  not  live  many  days,  came  to  him,  anrf 
asked  him  by  what  means  he  had  been  cured  of  his  asthmiu 
Dr.  Hume  told  hini  the  particulars  of  his  own  ease,  and 
mentioned  td  him  the  means  by  which  he  had  found  t^YveS* 
{'or  two  years  afterwards  he  b€ard  nothing  of  this  personi 
who  was  a  stranger  to  him,  and  had  seemed  so  bad  that  .hie 
did  not  imagine  thAt  he  cciuld  bavq  liv^d  m.any  d^j^  mr 
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therefore  hacThot  even  asked  him  who  he  was;  but  at  the 
^Dd  of  thalt  period,  a  man,  seemingly  in  good,  health,  and 
decently  Uressed,  came  to  the  sick  ana  hurt  office,  and  re- 
turned him  thanks  for  his  cure,  which  he  assured  him  had 
been  entirely  brought  about  by  the  free  use  of  honey."     / 

I  beg  leave  just  to  observe,  that  as  there  are  several  spe- 
cies of  asthma,  arising  from  different  causes,  and  in  some 
degree  differing  in  their  effects,  though  generally  distin- 
guished by  the  appellations  of  the  humid  or  moisf.  and  dry 
or  spasmodic,  it  can  scarcely  be  expected-  that  the  same 
medicine  should  be  efHcacious  for  all  or  both  of  them ;  how- 
ever, the  honey,  which  seems  peculiarly  adapted  to  thie  drif 
asthma,  can  produce  no  ill  effect  on  the  moist,  and  is  knowft 
to  be  in  many  other  respects  very  salutary.  The  herb  hoar-* 
hound  has  likewise  been  experimentally  found  efficacious  in 
asthmatic  complaints;  a  strong  decoction  of  it  habitually 
drunk  in  a  morning,  fasting,  and  two  or  three  times  or 
oftener  in  the  day,  of  the  quantity  of  a  large  tea-cup,  or 
half  a  pint,  has  been  known  to  be  successful  in  relieving 
the  dry  asthma,  s©  far  as  to  render  its  paroxysms  very  tolera*^ 
ble,  and  without  much  inconvenience;  and,  for  the  A//W2*rf, 
1  believe,  it  seldom  fails  if  perseveredrin,  as  may  be  judged 
from  its  salutary  efficacy  in  defluxions,  and  curing  the  worst 
of  colds.  From  the  experience  I  have  had  of  it  onmyself,  in 
my  own  family,  and  others,  I  am  sure  that  I  am  justified  iit 
thtis  Fecommending  it,  as  well  as  Culpepper,  from  whom  I 
originally  had  it,  and  whom  others  will  do  well  to  consult. 

H.  MuG«. 

Mr.  Urban,  Fth.  24. 

A  CONSTANT  Reader  inquires,  whether  there  beany  cure  for 
the  asthma.  Being  mysenafFected  with  asthmatic  complaints, 
I  am  equally  with  him  desirous-^  of  information  on  the  sub- 
ject; but  apprehend  th^tt  a  rational  mode  of  treatment 
must  be  adapted  to  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  case, 
the  detail  of  which  vyould  scarcely  be  admissible  into  your 
publication.  You  will  give  me  leave,  however,  to  acquaint 
iiim,  that  I  had  laboured  under  a  troublesome  cough  for 
some  time,  which,  during  the  three  winter  i;nonths,  bore 
the  character  of  a  common  catarrhal  cough .^  At  length  it 
abated  eonsidembly  in  the  day  time,  but  returned  with  sud- 
<len  violence  at  going  to^ed,  and  at,  or  soon  after,  gettino- 
^«p  in  the  morning,  beginning  and  accompanied  with  a  seQse 
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of  stricture  about  the  sternunij  with  short  difficult  resplrattoit* 
In  this  stale  it  was  nearly  allied  to  asthma;  or,  rather,  it 
mi^ht  be  considered  as  a  variety  of  that,  disease,  Opiun 
and  icther  a9br4ed  ine  relief;  but  I  was  unwilling  to  per- 
severe in  the  use  of  such  mixture,  because  of  the  effects  of 
f^tum  on  the  system ;  therefore,  at  a  suggestion  of  an  ac* 
quaintance,  I  was  induced  to  make  trial  of  mustard  seed, 
and  think  I  have  derived  great  benefit  from  it.  I  take  about 
a  tea^spoonful  of  white  mustard  seed  bruised,  and  made 
into  a  bolus  with  a  very  little  honey,  two  or  three  hours  be- 
fore going  to  bed,  and  as  much  more  when  I  awake  at  6  ort 
in  the  morning.  The  consequence  has  been,  that  I  have 
little  or  no  cough  or  sense  of  stricture  at  night,  only  a  slight 
easy  expectoration  in  the  morning,  and  am  freer  from  all 
uneasy  sensation  about  the  thorax  in  the  course  of  the  day. 
Let  me  add  that  the  greater  number  of  cases  of  inveterate 
asthma  are  too  obstinate  to  yield  thus  readily,  and  some  are 
deemed  incurable.  It  is  my  sincere  wish  that  your  Constant 
Reader^s  may  not  be  of  this  latter  class;  and  that  he  or 
tome  other  fellow-sufferer  may  find  relief  from  the  use  of 
so  innocent  a  remedy  as  that  proposed  by^ 


Yours,  &Q. 


Mr.  Urba>% 


Julj/15* 


In  some  of  your  last  numbers,  1  have  noticed  several  pre* 
scriptions  fo/ the  relief  or  cure  of  asthmatic  complaints; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  most,  or  all  of  them,  have 
)>een,  and  may  be,  of  service  in  particular  cases.     Of  a 

Eerfect  cure  of  an  asthma,  I  never  beard,  though  I  am  sensi* 
le  that,  by  proper  management,  the  complaint  may  be  re- 
moved for  considerable  intervals  of  time.  Being  one  of  the 
unfortunate  brotherhood,,  though  no  member  of  the  faculty, 
I  am  anxious  to  contribute  my  mite  to  the  relief  of  some  of 
my  feliow-sufferers ;  )and  I^^hink  I  could  not  well  pitch  upon 
an  easier  mode  of  communication,  than  by  requesting  you 
to  allot  a  corner  of  your  valuable  Repertory  to  a  few  lines  of 
mine  upoi>  the  subject. 

My  complaint  is  wnat  is  called  a  dry  asthma*  I  have  had 
it  from  a  child ;  at  intervals  perfectly  free  ;  the  fits  return- 
ing sometimes  when  least  expected,  and  not  easily  ^ot  the 
better  of  when  you  suffer  them  to  take  possession  tor  any 
leii^tii  of  time.  They  come  pn  generally  at  night,  after 
liaviug,  been  ii^  bed  a  little  wliile^  a^e  longer  or  shorter 
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Heicording  to  circtim^tahce^,  and  accordipg  to  tpef  resist;aiic€l 
the  patient  makess^  For,  independent  of  every  other  rein^dy^ 
i  must  advise  to  leaVe  the  iiield  of  battle  to  the  enemy  on  its 
first  appearance;  1  meatx,  to  get  out  of  bed  imoieaiately^ 
and  sit  down  in  an  easy  chair  in  ah  erect  posture:  , 

I  remfeinberj  amongst  many  other  intervals  of  different 
duration,  two  intervals  in  my  Hfe  of  abbut  eighteen  months 
each^  during  which  I  never  remained  for  more  than 
one  hour  in  bed  in  the  nighty  on  account  bf  this  trou- 
blesome disorder,  fitting  Up  the  remainder  of  the  night  un« 
der  the  most  painful  anxiety^  which  nothing  at  that  time 
Could  remove,  out  which  was  to  be  endured  with  a  perfect 
resignation^  Several  remedies  were 'tried  to  no  purpose; 
lind  the  only  relief  I  could  j^focure  iaiyself  was,  eVery  not^r 
ftnd  then^  by  abstaining  for  a  week  or  a  fortnight  from  going 
to  bed  at  all  ,      - 

i  need  not  tell  those^  who  ^i^e  ekperimenialiy  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  this  disorder,  to  what  a  situation  the  body 
was  reduced  under  sueh  a  long  and  unceasing  afBictiOn }  but 
I  must  hasten  to  tell  them  how  I  got  the  better  of  thel  enemy^ 
60  as|  if  not  to  destroy  him>  at  least  to  blunt  his  pdwer; 
for,  thank  (>od  !  I  have  been  now  a  great  mimy  yearsj  by  aa 
incontrovettible  experience^  perfecitly  the  tnastet  td  jire- 
vent  a, fit  of  asthma^  whenever,  by  some  cause  ot  dtber^  ati 
asthmati^al  diapoaition  has  got  into  the  habit  of  the  body^ 
and  whidh  is^  of  consequence^  itself  ver^  Sooii  removed* 
The  thing  is  not  new,  andj  perhaps^  1  hAve  myself  contri- 
buted a  good  deal  to  its  being  better  known^  though  its  ef- 
ficacy has  not  always  been  admitted^  It  is  nothing  mor^  oi^ 
less  than  a  stropg  infusion  of  cofFeei 

I  was  led  to  try  it  in  the  last  of  those  loTi'g;  asthttiatical 
affections  oriehtioned  above ;  hdweVer,  without  otuicifa  faith 
in  the  remedy,  considering  it  merely  as  one  of  Ihose  nostrtlnls 
which  one  meets  with  so  frequently  in  society  fof  every  dis- 
order*    But,  to  my  utmost  astonishment^  orie  nighty  aftdf 
having  for  the  first  time  taken  a  strong  infusion  going  to 
rest)  1  slept  that  flight  as  soundly  as  ever  I  did  in  my  life, 
.  without  the  least  touch  of  asthma  whatever.  The  iefieperimeht 
was  too  beneficial  to  me  not  to  try  it  again  and  again  ;  and 
it  has  been  cdnstantly  attended  with  the  ^aitie  succesili*     I  at 
.  that  time  got^  after  a  few  doses,  entirely  the  better  cf  that 
long  asthmatical  affection  $  and^  ^t  eVery  tecuitence  of  the 
.  disorder  I  have  recourse,  to  the  panaceUf  vfhich  proves  to  be 
onef  to  mei 
My  tray. of  taking  i%  is  one  Of  two  dishe^y  as  hot  as  I  cau' 
Vol.  tiL  '  jtf  m 
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jpossiblj  bear  it,  going  to  bed  immecliately  afterwards :  hatf 
an  ounce  at  least  to  every  cup,  which  I  render  palatable 
vrith  sugar  and  a  little  cream. 

.  A  long  continuance  of  the  use  of  strong  coffee  will  affect 
the  nerves,  no  doubt ;  but  one'  good  fit  of  asthma^  I  am 
tiatislied,  chattel's  the  nerves  much  more  than  many  pounds 
fof  coffee ;  and,  in  this  instance,  of  two  evils  we  must,  as 
§n  every  other,  choose  the  least. 

.    1800^  Aprils  und  July.  A  new  CoRR^spoKBEirr. 
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Mr.  Urban,  W^tls^  Norfolk^  Aug.  2S. 

7 HE  fotinders  of  our  legal  poUty,  when  they  have  had  oo 
casion  to  limit  a  short  interval  of  time  for  any  particul» 
purpose^,  liave  shewn  a  strong  prcdilectioa  for  the  term  of 
Jforiy  days ;  e.  g, 

<*  Anciently  no  man  was  suffered  to  abide  in  England 
above  Jhrty  days,  unless  he  were  enrolled  in  some  tithing 
9r  decennary.*^    Blackstone's  .Comni.  I.  114. 

'<  Vidua  maneat  in  capitali  messuagio  mariti  sni  per  gta^ 
imginta  dies  post  obitum  mariti  sui  infra  c^os  dies  assigne- 
lur  ei  dos  sua.'*    Mag.  Chart*  c.  VII. 

**  II  que  tient  per  uu  fee  de  service  de  cbivaler  covient 
cstre  ove  le  roi  per  40  j<iurs  bien  et  oonvenablement  array 
pfftir  le  guerre.*'     Litt.  §  95. 

*♦  By  privilege  of  pai-liament,  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  are  protected  from  arrest  for  forty  days  after 
every  prorogation,  and  forty  d!ay^  before  the  next  appointed 
meeting."     Blackstone's  Comm,  I.  165. 

Th€^  acts  for  preventing  the  introduction  of  the  plague 
direct — "  that  persons  coming  from  infected  places  must 
remain  on  stiip-boardj^/i^/Vj/  days  before  they  be  permitted  to 
land." 

Many  more  instances  might  be  produced;  but  it  will  suf- 
fice to  observe,  that  the  period   we  are  speaking  of  is  so 
well  known  in  the  law  a9  tg*  have  acquired  a  peculiar  de- 
.  nomination,  that  of  quarantine*,  a  distinction  which,   I  be- 
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♦  Bl^ckfltoae's  Comnu  II.  135. 
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lieVo,  is  not  bestowed  on  anj^  other  portion  of  the  year  ex- 
cept  its  usual  calendafy  divisions.* 

The  frequent  adoption  of  this  precise  interval,  which 
Constitutes  no  aliquot  part  of  the  year,  nor  is  capable  of  an 
aliquot  division  into  months  or  weeks,  is  i^omewhat  extltior- 
dinairy;  yet  it  would  be  a  little  unfair  to  presume  that  Our 
ancestors^  in  this  instance,  were  actuated  by  mei*e  caprice. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  no  improbable  supposition,  that  theif 
preference  arose  from  finding  the  period  in  question  con* 
Uected  with  some  remarkable  evejats  in  Sacred  History  \  and 
that  -it  is  so  connected,  will  appear  from  the  foUowiTig 
Coincidences: 

The  diluvial  rain  lasted  forty  days. 

The  three  miraculous  fasts  of  IVloses,  Elijah^  and  out 
Saviour^  lasted  each  fovitf  daysk 

The  Christian  Lent  continues  ybr/3/ days. 

These,  it  must  be  confessed,  are  very  striking ;  and  per* 
,     haps  no  other  arbitrary  portion  of  the  yeaif  has  ever  been  so 
highly  distinguished. 

Those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  reflecting  upon  the  opera* 
tipns  of  the  hunaan  mind,  well  know,  that  altnough,  ip  a  con* 
test  of  motives,  the  will  ever  yields  to  the  stronger,  ytt 
in  matters  of  indifference,  where  the  judgment  is  suspended 
in  eqtiUibrio^  and  yet  must  decide,  the  most  trifling  circum- 
stance, the  most  remote  allusion^  is  sufiicient  to  turn  th« 
scale.  I 
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'  *  The  preference  of  the  number  40  is  not  confined  to  ttiattei^  of  iim^  on\f  t 
forty  shillings  is  the  qualification  of  a  freeholder  at  an  election ;  forty  ^hilllnfft 
the  limited  value  for  causes  m  the  county-court,  the  court-baron,  &C4 
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Helvetius,  his  character  of  the  Pretender,  160, 

^  Henderson,  John,  letters  from,  167. 
Henrietta  Maria,  Queen,  letters  of,  to  Charles  L  32, 
Henry,  Prince  of  Wales,  letter  to,  from  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  28  ;-* 

^   from  Sir  John  Harrington,  30. 
Herbert,  Sir  Philip;  account  of  the  marriage  of,  124. 
Herbert,  Sir  William,  letter  frotti,  8?.        . 

Hertford,  Countess  of,  letters  frpm,  on  the  loss  of  her  son,  12,  13, 
Hildesley^  Bishop,  letter  to,  195  ;— letters  from,  199,  205  ;— letter 
concerning,  200 ;— letters  to,  201,  904;— his  last  illness 
•      •     and  death,  206.        * 
Hill,  Robert,  aqcount  of,  264. 
Hoadley,  Bishop,  letters  from,  235. 
Honey  recommended  in  asthmatic  cases,  526, 
Hoole,  V translator  of  Tasso,  105. 
Hope,  Rev,  C.  letter  to,  1651 
Hops,  not  so  good  as  formerly,  with  a  remedy,  478. 
Home,  Bishop,  letter  to,  115;— letters  from,  179,  183,185. 
Howard  John,  letters  froni,  121?. 
Hudibras,  edition  of,  141. 
Hughes^  Rev,  J.  letters  from,  45. 
llume,  David,  letters  from,  95^  159;— chalractcr  of  his  history, 

231. 
Punt,  Mr.  Nicholas,  letter  to,  213. 
lluY^f  Bishop,  jS^-, 

I. 

-  ^amef.  Dr.  patent  for  his  powders,  434. 
Johnson,  Dr.  Samuel,  letter  relating  to,  17  ;— letters  from,  relative  to 

^   the  Lives  of  the  Poets,  84 ; — letter  from,  to  Rev. Wilson, 

author  of  the  Archseological  Dictionary,  9 1 ; — his  dedication 
prefixed  to  Adams's  Treatise  on  the  Globes^  92 ;— letter 
from,  to  the  Rev.  T.  Warton,  96  ; — to  a  young  clergyman, 
,  J  03;— to  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  104; — to  Mr.  Elphin- 
$ton^*'105  ; — ^letter  relating  to -his  prayers  and  meditations, 
from  Dr.  Adams,  1.06 ; — letters  to  and  from,  on  suicide, 
107  ;— rletters  written  for  Zachary  Williams,  142  ; — ^letter 
from,  concerning  Robert  Levet,  171 ;-— to  Dr,  Taylor,  on 
^e  d^ath  of  his  wife,  190^ 


INDIX. 

Philosophy,  Itustic,  3S5.- 

Physical  error  exploded,  404. 

Picture,  description  of  one,  in  Windsor  Castle,  40S, 

Pictures,  description  of  two  curious,  79, 

Pins,  on  swallowing,  449. 

Hague,  467. 

Plants,  male  and  female,  479. 

Plot,  remarkable  anecdote  from  his  History  of  Oxfordshire^  358. 

Poetry,.Hi8tQry  of  English,  64. 

Poets,  Johnson's  Lives  of  the,  84. 

Poor,  education  of  the,  118. 

■  ,  the  Industrious,  proposal  for  lending  small  sums  to,  497. 
Pope,  proceedings  on  the  election  of  a,  36 8, 
Pope,  letter  from,  1 40. 

powder,  sympathetic,  wonderful  effects  ol^  401, 
Powell,  the  fire-eater,  27^. 
Pownall,  Governor,  letters  to,  230, 
Prayer,  porips  of,  50, 
P]reaictioos,  extraordinary,  407. 

— p— s- ,  enthusiastic,  tjie  absurdity  of,  283^ 

Premises,  that  word  improperly  applied,  51}  f 
Pretender,  on  his  being  in  London,  1^9. 
Priestley,  Dr.  letters  to,  167. 
Pringle,  Sir  John,  letter  to,  159, 
Prior,  letters  to  and  from,  54,  \53., 
Prisons,  on  the  ventilation  of,  464. 
Prpve^bial  saying,  explained,  SSiS, 

Quadrille,  explanation  of  the  term9  in  \he  game  of,  44j[« 
Quebec,  anecdotes  of  two  officers  yrUo  fell  before,  936. 

Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  letter  from,  to  Pripcc  Jleqry,  28, 

Begisters,  Parish,  observations  on,  365. 

Revelation,  on  the  Interpretation  of,  172. 

Rheumatism,  the  fam<)U8  American  receipt  for,  367^ 

Richardson,  Mr.  S.  letter  from,  i?0p. 

Robertson,  Dr.  Williani,  61, 

Robinson,  Jacob,  letters  to,  76.    '  *    . 

Rocks,  artificial,  306. 

Rogers,  Charles,  Esq.  letter  from,  7  9, 

Rome,  pictures  at,  6.      ' 

Rush,  Dr.  Benjamin,  on  the  effectA  of  spirituous  liquors^  456, 

Rustic  Philosophy,  335,     /  '     . 


INDEX, 


s. 

I 

Salt^  efiects  oC  in  fattening  cattle,  416; — scurvy  occasioned  bji 

519.     . 
Savage,  Richarrl,  letters  irom,  154'. 
Scald,  cold  water  recommended  for,  500. 
Schools,  Sunday^  1 15. 
Scott,  Dr.  letter  to,  205. 
Scurlocke,  Mrs.  Mary,  letters  to,  127.  ' 

Scurvy,  on  the  causes  of,  203,  519, 
Sea-water,  method  of  making  it  fresh,  285. 
Second  sight,  remarks  on^  423. 
Sermon  in  praise  of  _  Derbyshire,  420. 
Seward,  Rev.  Thomas,  Latin  letter  from,  2'25. 
Shakespeare^  the  unlikeness  of  his  busts,  329. 
Sheep  and  sheep  walks  in  Spain,  account  of,  35 1. 
Sherlock,  Bp.  letter  from,  175. 
Sidney,  Algernon,  letter  from,  U 

Sight,  observations  of  a  youth  who  had  just  recovered  it,  512. 
Society,  account  of  a  literary,  119. 
Spain,  change  of  the  climate  in,  354; — ^soil  of  the  mountains  in, 

355.  ' 

Spearing,,  Lieut.  Creorge,  his  suffering's  in  a  Coal  Pit,  488. 
Spirits,  Henderson's  Opinion  concerning,  169. 
Spirituous  liquors,  inquiry  into  the  effects  of,  456. 
Stanhope^  Dean,  letters  from,  43,  181. 
Star-chamber,  cases  in  the,  22. 

Statue,  on  erecting  one  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Howard,  122.     ' 
Stedman  Col.  letter  to  his  son,  1 87.         . 
Steele,  Sir  Richard,  letter  to,  on  the  Omsoious  Lovers^  1 5  ; — letter 

from,  1274 
Strange,  Sir  Robert,  letter  from,  6. 
Stuart,  Dr.  letter  from,  60. 
Stukeley,  Dr.  on  the  Gout,  477. 
Suppers,  ill  effects  of,  483. 

Surgeons  formerly  incorporated  with  Barbers,  396. 
Swallows,  against  shooting,  494. 
Swifl,  letters  from,  9,  209,  212. 
Swimming,  useful  hints  for,  425. 
Sympathetic  powder,  wonderi^ul  effects  of,  401. 

T. 

Talbot,  Miss,  to  a  new-born  child,  26i 
Tar-water,  204. 


mjDEX 

Tea,  46(2. 

Temperance  in  diet,  pjood  effects  of,  48.1: 

Testimony,  human,  the  uncertainty  of,  255,  345. 

Tillotson,  Archbishop,  letter  from,  213. 

Timber,  method  of  increasing  the  strength  of,  251. 

Toads  found  in  stones,  290. 

Tontines,  origin  of,  481. 

Tragedy,  on  the  language, '&c.  of,  71. 

Turner,  Rev.  R.  letters  from,  44. 

Twysden,  Dr.  letterto,  21. 

V. 

* 

Yentilation,"the  eflfects  of,  in  sweetening  tnilk,  and  water,  287  ;— 

of  Prisons,. 46 4.  ,-        '     , 

Vertue,  George,  letter  from,  concerning  Milton's  portrait,  42. 
Vinegar,  on  correcting  spirituous  liquors  with,  281; — with  water. 

461.^ 
Vulgar  Errors,  enumeration  of,  392. 

Wake,  E.  letters  from,  62. 

Walmesley,  Mr.  Gilbert,  letters  from,   17. 

Walpole,  Sir  R.  defence  of,  231 ; — letters  to,  234. 

Wanley,  Mr.  letter  to,  55. 

Warton,  Rev.  T.  letters  to,  64,  96. 

Wasp,  remedy  for  the  sting  of,  in  the  throat,  366. 

Water,  experiments  for  preserving  it  sweet,  ,27  8,  287  ;— ^for  puri« 

fying  it,  450. 
Water-pipes,  method  of  preventing  them  from  freezing,  300. 
Weldon,  Sir  Anthony,  505. 
Wens,  a  cure  for,  525. 

West,  Mrs.  letter  to,  on  the  education  of  her  son,  67. 
Wesky,  Rev.  S.  letters  to,  140. 
Westleys,  Charles  and  Samuel,  their  early  proficiency  in  music, 

439. 
Wheeler,  Rev.  Dr.  104.  - 
WhitsuD-farthings,  166. 
Wild,  Henry,  account  of,  266- 
Williams,  John,  Esq.  letter  from,  ^^^ 
,  Rev. ,  letter  to,  57. 


s.        \ 


— ,  Zachary,^  letters  from,,  1 42* 


Wilson,  Rev.  W.  letter  to,  91. 
Wnidar,  Rev.  — — ,  letters  to,  209,212. 
W  ne,  460. 
Woide,  Dr.  158» 


INDEX, 

Wolfe,  Gendral,  letter  from,  176. 

Wood's  halfpence,  10. 

Woodsloick,  curious  story  concerning  the  king'«  house  at,  S3 8. 

Wren,  Sir  Christopher,  churches  huilt  by,  in  London,  451.' 


Y. 


Yeast,  thfe  efficacy  of,  fn  putrid  fevers,  524. 
Young,  Dr,  letters  from,   138,  218. 


\ 


THE   END. 


J.  Munday,  Prmter,  Uxtopd. 


CORRIGENDA. 


VOL.  I. 

r 

Tz^e    $&,  hne  11,  for  J unt  read  Ju]y. 

■■         118,  last  line,  for  partly  read  particularly^ 

'  I55i  line  26,  for  dialact  read  dialect 

*—  185,  ^-  ^lyfbr  Srype  read  Strype. 

'"— -  1 88,   -**  33, /or  virtue  read  virtu. 

*'    •  ■'  263,   —    3,  for  cartharus  read  cantharuau 

•i— i272,   —  18,^r  author  r^i^  authors. 

3H,   -^     2,  ybr  prepairing  r<<^rf  preparing;     . 

*■ 316,   —  \6i  atid  note, /or  cortina  read  cortiMK* 


^--*i.  .ji 


.     VOL,  IL 

Page   50,  line  34, /or  s&quiperas  read  aequiparas^ 

*    63,   ^  13,/a/-(:)  rearf(,). 

*-^--- 107,  — .     6,  from  the  bottom,y»r  fairy  Queen  read  pAtA^mU^ 

130^   —  34,/or  EuSfatiasrearfEustathius. 

■         139,  note, /or  kst^uyiirytTv  read  x^?°^7^yf'^f^* 


•*  145,  -^     9^  for  known  read  know. 

*•  330,   -^  24,  for  triumphs  read  triumphs 


VOL,  Hi. 


■  % 


Page      ii  line  26,  for  vcndabtc  read  vendible* 

'■  "  ■'    ^I,   —  1  ^,f or  U^uo-ifViq  reatili^ij ff'vpfii 

75,   -^    2,/or  1500  rearf  1700. 

100,    — .  30,  fir  S.  D.  P.  read  S*  T.  P. 

101,^  —  33,/7rdef5mtrec^rfdesmit^ 

188,   —  1 1,/or  never  read  even 

-  226,  -^  40, /or  pepetuo  read  perpetua 
367,  —    l,rfe/e  which* 

367,   —  Q5,for  be  obtained  read  obtain  thefti* 

432,  —    «,  from  thctottom,/«r  juice  read  juicct* 


« 
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